NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBL\'I'

T A CAL cullad. @ Bt el yailillar-gond-ofr."
A, (", Swinburna In The Athenacum, :!1.1! 1 him a pyom : '.lIIII|“I . I,:
# hinp thal e " ol
Stately, tinrli{. lordly friend, gondl 10 his frierds and o ”.r Lt
Condescen S ol e o hiy
Here to sit by me, and turn AR T 11 1
Glorious eyves that smile and burn, sk, ' " W
tiolden eves, love's lustrous mesd, Sold-tine ! < ’
On the golden page I read. Bt influentinl piapwees von 1 i
hut would cop r '
All your wondrous wenlth of halr, alroads ayeeed T
ark and falr, Juhnson saw 1he po e, anil hekies
Siiken-shaggy, soft and bright thit he eould fn this " torfully ndll the pat
As the clonds and heams of nizht, | -II i P R work, @ cheok for
Pays my reverent hand's ciress iprt it odl 1 the clitor, whin pre !
Back with friendly gentlencss, $i00 “'J‘" furwar s h ra, T
o sethd MEERe = y Yer
Daogs may fawn on all and soma author akan recely 1 et It ‘!.
As they came; nn estabilish 0" i p ;
You, a friend of lafiler mind, arrount of Bia | i il il
Answer friends alone in kind were golng to press it bad occurred 1o ol |
Just your foor upon my hand thiat 1he valie of the skt h e prond ikl
softly bids It understand, T il s !
Morning round this silent eweot The editar regren
Garden seat parimg the srticle pr
Sheds lts weaith of gathering lght, any further outlay,
Thrilla the gradual clouds with milght, |,.\ {rr §he it !
Changes wondland, orchard, heath, tracnd b fipst-ulngs ¥
Lawn and garden there beneath, Ul B vy .
Falr and dim they glenmed below, n. ealton dlide ¥
Now they glow author, who o
Deep as even vour sunhright eves, personnl fricnuis : o ’
Fair as even the wakening skies, The $200 looked Targ bt Johnson S, o
Can It not or can it be sy thotight he saw, that all this W |‘IJ help .III I”‘ i“
Now that you giva thanks to sce? this clicularion. so 1t Wis Homatter after
all: the monay went ou

May not you refoles ns 1,
eelng the sky

Change to heaven revenled, and hid
Enarth reveal the heaven It hid
All nlght long from stars and moon,
Now the sun sets all In tune?
What within yau i ulkes with day

Who ean say?
All too little may we tell,
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JSohnEon's book was oat, i wis
locked and the author gat before the blazing fire
Inhaling the delicate aroma of an afrer-dinner
elgar, deep In the anticipated delights of a firs:
glanee among the unent pages of the virein
volume that rested beside him on the table. A
mesgenger hoy had brought 1t with the
mentg of the publishers not ten minutes before,
and Johnson, under the plea of Important basi-
ness, had hied him from the bosom of his family
to gloat in quiet over this offspring of his brain
fAottling himself comfortably In the big armchalr,
he took the gleaming walrus tusk that served
A% A paper-cutter and, pushing It slowly heneath
the string of the package, burst the bands. The
thick brown covering parted. there came n
gleam of flashing tin corner protoctors, a rustle
of tissue paper, and Johnson's book, his first at-
tempt, lay In view before him, What his sensa-

vampli-

tlong were it would be uacless to deseribe; evory
author knows them. It need only be said that
closing his eyes for a moment, Johnson ox-

perienced that pecullar delight and satisfaction
which come but once in a NUfettme and Is gone
ke a feeting shadow, MHe first looked at th
blhising. Tt was a credit to the publisher, to
him, and to the fmportance of the subjecty rich,
beautiful, even aesthetle. Agaln he loaked Into
the fire, halding the volume carcssingly as he
watclied the flames play through the smoke and
cinders, and for another few moments Indulged
in the Intoxicating dellghts of authorship, a
weaknes: which he would have scorned to ex-
hibit in public. Reovering himself he turned to
the title page. Ah! there It was: Abs=alom Conurt.
ney Johnson, He read every letter, then scanned
each word; gazed at it from the north, from thye
southeast, from every point in the compass, from
above and below. He lingered over it long and
tepderly until the ashes of his cigar rolled up
his sleeve; then he turned to the tahle of con-
tents, the lst of Hllustratlons, and finally began
the preface, reading #t over and over, coming to
the initials A. C. J. each time with a great and
growing satisfaction. Then he conred the sue-
ceeding pages, finding new pleasure in the lnes
and the appearance of the waork, and finally as
the gong of the mantel clock sounded the hour of
twelve, lald the book down and roge, consclious
that a new epoch in his career had begun.

Juhnson was well acquainted with himself, as
the saying goes. He was a practleal husiness
man, possessed of all the natural shrewdness that
underlles suceesa in trade, and belng a con-
scientious man he did not have so high an npjn-
fon of his Intellectual powers as he wished the
world to have; hence In this evening of pleasure,
in his sensations of delight and triumph, there
had been a faint element of surprige that he had
been able to produce a book of this kind, As
he thought it over, he slowly came to the eonclu-
slon, however, that a man may be a genfus and
his innate modesty never find it out except Ly
possible accident. The more he consgidered the
matter, the longer he gazed at the volume, the
more he became convineed that for years he had
bean blind to the shining light burning within
him, and that by consecrating all hls offorts to
the “canned goods” interests he had possibly
deprived the public of valuable services In the
fleld of letters,

This line of reasoning was accumulative, and
turning out the gas Johnson walked up stairs
to the partner of his joys and sorrows with a
new-horn dlgnity.

Mrs. Johnson Immediately noticed {t. “What's
the matter?’ she exclaimed, dropping the cofl of
hair which she was unwinding with that
pecullar backhand motlon possible only to her
sex. She had caught the new exnression In the
mirror, and as she turned, Johnson approached
and sllently held out the bhook.

Mfs. Johnson took the volume curiously,
opened it at the title page, and as the author's
name greeted her eyes she turned slightly pale,
then flushed, exclaiming naively, “Absalom! you
don’t mean to say-—"*

“But I do0," retorted Mr. Johnson, folding his
wife In his arms; and if any one had been on the
other side they might have seen a salt and ple-
thorle tear of supreme joy and gladness cours-
ing down the author's cheek.

It was but the weakness of a moment: recov-
ering himself, with coneclous pride, the author
told his story; how he had worked for months
on this to surprise her; how he had found a pub-
Hsher who, after examining the manuseript,
had pronounced it one of the most remarkahble
books <f the day and had encouraged him to
Issue it Immediately, he (Johnson) paying the
slmple, ordinary expensges of type-setting, bind-
ing and publishing, while they clreulated the
book to the four corners of the earth, All the
minute detalls of the work were gone over:
how upon various occaslons he had been nearly
caught while writing; what a time he had had
keeping the proof away from the curlous eyes
of the family, and much more. Mrs. Johnson
was delighted. 8he had never suspected that her
husband was literary and frankly told him so,
but ar Johnson had not suspected [t himself
until very Iately, he was not diseomfited.

The following day Johnson entered the Board
of Trade rooms with a new Individuality, The
rumor had already gone abroad, and he was
introduced to his colleagues by a facetious friend
as “a author,” while in honor of the occaslon
another friend had suspended from the wall a
gigantle gold pen, borrowed from a statloner,
suggestive of the supremacy of that weapon
either In war or peace.

“Johnson,” In the words of a friend an the bull

side of the market, "stood the racket well"; he
could afford to, as he had produced the book
and wag the lon, His mall quadrupled, Con-

gratulations poured in from all quarters; Hkewlse
requests and hints for a copy of the work, and in
one way and another the author gave away
twenty coples with his autograph In writing on
the title page in two days.

~He had previously subscribed to two lterary
’mu-ellpplnu bureaus that promised for the
small sum of $5 1o send him one hundred notices
' himself and his book, culled from the papers
the world. They sald It was the custom to do
among literary men, so Johnson did 1t; be-
he wanted to know what the world thought

his efforts.
‘ publiication two small

Within a week of the
papers gave the book some very favorable
“The Evening Herald,” In which John-
‘gon was a stockholder, published a column with
; ma of Johnson's life. A morning paper in
h Johnson & were heavy advertisers,
the merchant what the literary reviewer
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3 1) his wife ip astonlshment
“Surely eomet) st be the matter, Ab=alom,
or vou have gone npd,™

"You have hit 1" orted Johnson, as he
stopped pueltg up and down the room, 1 am
i Here,” pleking up the offen .ilm_' sheaet,
“listen to what this viper of an edlte va ahout
me and my book: “Johngon has u:;r!w. § hok
—&ave the mnrk! 'I'.'w subjert §5 o .ln-l t which
the anthor knows nhs .|.r Iy nothing—The Fi-
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A gentleman, =i’ the roply.

“Tell m to go 10 the devil] ' not at hame,™
retorted Jouhns=on,

“You had by rosve Who It 15 sntd M, J l.-1.
gon, takinge 1he a4, “Tlahert
Henry  Danoer wellirf -l w
Do you know

N, T odho ut Wim o't
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hall.  *"Well, sir,
man who sto
atm very by
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HWell, =i wns ) fshed reading
your new hool faet nig el Iull I alown with
the feellng that 1 had leamed more about the
subject than 1 over hr.- W l»r.-.‘ nml I de-
termined that T wopld hunt yan up and eon-
gratulate you personally on the complotion of
your great work.

“Step this win anld Mr. Johnson, with a
change of tone, leading the wav to the hrary;

“ft's rather droaghty out thoere**

“As 1 was saving,” continued the visitor, “1
rose this morning, and suld ta Mre, Daneer, 1
am golng to cull on the author of the “Financinl
Future of Republics and thank him In person
for this great contribution o the terature of 8o
linportant a suhjoect* "

YTt is very Kind of you" responded Mre Johin-
son, beghmine o feel samewhiat calmer,

“But," added the lnwyer, gazing fixedly  at
the author and througeh him 10
“Whon T ploked up "The Areny’

the wall heyond,
this

morning

and read that =candalous and Hhelous oetdels oy
foclings changod T heenme poss 3ot a i
slre for revenge, and to make o long  story
short, Mr. Johnson, T determined to offer iy
services to rlght you with that seoundrel of an
editor

“Have you any show? asked Jahngon, filled

with a new Hght,

ANl the show In the warld™

“For what ™

“Litwl and ten thousand dollars damages ™

“Litel? retorted Johnson, “Why T wint him
hung.'*

SWell," sall the lawyer, quistly,
him killed that s another matter, ot T think
the casfest, the safeat, way would be ta tarkle
him on & 1lbel ‘1IJ|' men have been worn out
by that me

“*Slow torture,” remarie

“Exactly,' was the repl

“But can you make aocase? guerled Johnson,
“This free speech humbug glves thes 1%
chanee at every lterary man atd no

“If you want

ohnson, geimly.

“T think we have hin' sald

softly, rubblng his palms together:

you as an author have eommitted  yourself
naturally to the judgment of the pablie. You
are Hable to experience oddticism and even ahijse
and ridienle if your work o8 eldlenlous, bt | is
not; and farther, slr, the law of {ibel stops
in und mokes it a libel for a reviewer (o pldl-
enle an author, for while It may be a publie
duty to show up a poor hook, there |8 no such
obligution on the part of the publisher ar editor,
&0 far a8 the author 18 concerncd., The lnw

distinetly gays that heyond his conneotion with
his work, the author 1s 4 private Individunl, and
is not subject to comm a8 s a candidate for
e, 1t this review b gone l,-buu-l this.
He says vour motlves are dist He sayva
in 80 many words that if your hu-nk is Intenided
8 n serlous effort, It s o dishonest attempt to
Influence the money market, ete This, of
course, 18 not so, and Is a Hbel, 1t 18 4 stigma
upon you and will ruln the zale of the hook,"
“You are right,” interrupted  Mr.  Johnson,
“and 1 am obliged to vou, D eonfess T ointended
going down this morning and having It out with
thia fellow, but 1 will give him a taste of the
law. You are sure you can work him?"
“Sure,” replied the lawyer; "If I can't I will

make him s uncomfortable that je will wish
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Vol there was another shibe to all this, John-
Eon was n vonstant communtention with his
publishers, who bad now sobd four editbons, and |
hee tetad bl not begun, They selzed the Bilea
of sending ot agents with the books, and hun-

¢ thus disposeil of in every

drods of eoples ws

town in the State, and finally, when the case
wis ealled, Johnson's hook had the repuatation
of heling the financial suecess of the seagon.
The vourtroom was crowided on the day in
st lon Quell o digtingni=hed awmdience had
not been seen o the gloamy rooms for years,
anil several gaests sl by the side of the Judge
Writers eapectally took an in Lon the triad,

restedd them all
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