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It I2 not so much the peem on Plers Plowman

as the author, Willlam Langland, that M. ,quu_.‘

rand alms to restore to popular knowledge, He
sees In Langland a typical Engilshman of his
time, and one who may be compared with thouss
of other times to show how little change there
has been I the type. In this light even Chaueer
does not seem to M. Jusserand so exclusively of
patlve genlus as M= shadowy contemporary.,
Shadowy Indecd s the form of Langinnd, It
Is a laborious task of the histo val Imagination
to shape a semblance of nlm out of the environ-

ment In which he must have lived, out of the
& of his poem,

consclous or unconsclous allusion

out of the events of the time, Thers are many

questions about Chau wrts e and works never

likely to be settled. But with Langland every-

thing may be put In doub., cven the authar's
A skitful eritie

name and his very exlstence
could casily make out i plansiile ense for the
anonymity of the Vislon concerning Plers  the
Plowman, DBut one perverse ennugh to attempt
this feat would stlil have o acknowledrge what
M. Jusserand call® the insularity of his unknown

t. Chaucer was cosmapalitan, He had the

friendship of Petrarch and Des Champs. Gower, |

too, though he travelled lttle or not at all, yot
saturated himself with the French spirit. His
social positlon made this possible for him. Thus
there {8 an allen note at times even in Gower's
conservatism which i never heard amid the
Saxon alliterations attributed to Langland,
the latter other countries are as nothing,
thinks only of England. The clalms of the Kings
to the possession of Franee are o him, as to all
the eommon people for whom he spenks, absurd,
1t is peace the people want, not a hundred years
of war, They want a nation of thelr own, within
thelr own natural boundaries. They see the great-
neas of thelr task, which is pothing less than the
creation of the England of later times, and they
know that It 1s enough for the strongest race.
Bo Langland wants# the patlon to spend its ener-
gles at home, and not to be disturbed from the
work of ‘mproving the machinery of the State
and the establishment of u more perfect balance
of power between King and Parltament.
the Ideas of constitutional reform th
the minds of the people find expression some-
where In the gtory of which the plowman lg the
hern. “There is almost na remonstriance in the
rogh of Parliament,” remarks M. Jusserand, “'that
{8 not to be found algo In the Visions.. The same
reforms are advoeated, the same abuses de-
nounced.” The curious fact I8 that the commaons
are hardly less vistonary In plain prose—ITrench,
English, or broken Latin—than thelr peet is in
his verse, “Thus has worked for centurles, to
the great profit of the natlen, the dual geniua
{nherited from remote ANCestors. The Saxon
dreams his dream and sings his song: the Nor-
man listens and says, “Why not? Be It sl " The
men of this mixed race have "the boundless au-
dacities of mystic dreamers, whom nothing stopa
because they bulld In
Here agaln the poet of
all Engllsh In & restricted sense.
him a blending of the Celtie, the Latl
Germanic races the Iast had most clulm wpon
him. He shares thelr vage longings, thelr sop-
sons of profound depresglon and of strange ex-
altation, With such a temper as his he might
have turned to dreams and visions in any cage,
but the age in which he Iived was highly favoer-
abifé to such literature, Al the pocts of the
mediaeval period were mare or less =ubject to
this device, which was not
Most of them dreamed out of doars

He

the adr."”

Piers Plowman s aboye
1f there Is In
n and the

imagination,
in the spring when the grass was new and
the leaves were fresh and the flowers had
just opened. Even Dante dreamed In spring
and Langland'a first vision came to  his
on & May morning. It 18 not of the |
ather world that he gpeaks, but  of the
waking

fife which he saw about him In hia
moments. The small group of persons whaom
Chaucer collected at the Tabard Inn are (ypes
of the multitude which Langland saw in his
vislon. As he dealt with a maob, A0 his poem
was lrregular in ls purport, but expreasging all
the while the thoughts of the class which passes
now In England under the generic name of
Hodge. But while Plers Plowman {g the honest
and gulleless laborer, he stands also for a rellg-
fous idenl. The men of the fourteenth century
well understood that they had in him the out-
ward and inward representative of themselves.
The name became a sign and symbol, a sort of
password, a personification of the laboring
classes. Perhaps they misundergtood the mean-
ing of the poet.  He might not have counselled
such an uprising of the peasantry as that which
ocourred in his lifetime, for to his mind the com-
mons could no more do without the king than
royalty could do without subjects,  Om  thia
point Gower and Langland were agreed, though
one wrote in Latin for those who were educnted,
and the other in a mixture of English dinlects
which must have seemed quaint o polighed ears
even In that age, when the language of England
had not yet taken Hterary form. Gower de-
pounced the corruptions of the times, both In
Church and State, but he had the prejudice of
the gentry against making phrages in the viulgar
tongue for the mob to use as war ceries.  Lang-
land had no such prejudice. It may be Inferred
then that he was nat of the gentry.

The origin and sochal dosition of Langiand are
the most interesting themes dealt with hy M.
Jusser~ud, For in his view the poer's case s
one of mental diseass, due to his elreumstances,
a mental disease which the critle can use and
does use for interpreting the peonllaritios of cor-
taln renowned Englishmen of later times. The
trouble I8 not one that affects the poet's Judg-
ment. He s as good and as wige a conservative
a8 even a mora! gentleman llke Gower. In

Church and State he attacks abuses, not institu- |

tiona He i2 no refurmer who desires 1o over-
turn the hierarchy of the Church, but he wighes
that the Pope may not lay hand on overmuch

power in England. Either he has  not
thought & deeply as  Wicliffe, for ex-
ample, on these mntters, or his turn of

thought is wholly different. The fact Is plain
that he had no pride of learning like the great
English Reformer, nor any pride of class like
‘that apparent In Guower. He is far simpler
minded than these men, because, says M. Jussc-
rand, he is of ruder orlgin. He was pot even
the son of a freeman, though there be a tradi-
tion which seems to say so. When Holy Church
in the form of a womman—one shouhl remember
hers the visions of Hermas—comes to explain to
bim tha things seen in his dream, she means
only the literal truth when she claims to have
made him free. She was the first to receive
him, and under the law as It then existed en-
trance Into the Church, that Is, removal from the
ranks of the laity, was a bar to servitude, It
was a privilege which serfs might well be

tempted to abuse, Thers were those who found |

ecclesiastioal duties as oppressive as the enforeed
jabor of thelr fathers. If Langland condemned
‘these lofterers and lazybones, it was in the
words of a man who understood thelr feclings.

Coafronted by one of his own characters, the |
poet confessed that he had no land w live by, !

and he evaded the question whether he was of
free birth Ly polnting to his tonsure.  And he
‘himselt was lazy. e did not wholly deny I
He only sald that he was too weak to work
and o tall to bend his back., 1If he condemned
.abuses from which he himself profited, that is

_fust the point to be comsidered In the effort to |

‘understand his mental state. He knew that he
was one of those at whom the Commons struck
_when It begged “that it be ordained and com-

that no bomdman or villein should put

a mere trick of the |

To |
| drenms,

| gaunt figure,
| large folds, sad in a grief without end, bewall-

advance them by clerkship (clergle), and this
for the maintenance and salvation of the honor
of all freemen of the realm.”” But he knew also
that he suffered the oblogquy which his position
g8 one nelther bond nor free brought upon him,
And he had the knowledge, which stimulated his
pride, if It did not bring contentment, that he
did not put himself into the place he held, Tt
was when he was young that his father and his
friends gent him to school,  They were to blame,
not he, first that in his person a common abuse
of the times was exemplified, and second, that
he knew no other way to llve than in his long
robes.  If they bad lved, he might have ad-
vaneed so far as a clerie that he would have
been above the miserles of his birth and his pov-
erty. Dut they dled. M. Jusserand's hmagina-
tion leads him to think that here Langland refers
to one of those mediaeval epldemics that made
life so precarious,  Men lived In those times in
the midst of terrors. 1t was no wonder that
they became vislonaries and mysties,  The poct
would have been predisposed to melancholy in
any case, but his peculiarities might all be ac-
counted for by some sudden calamity, which de-
prived hlm at one blow of all those who took any
interest In his advancement. Langland had
high hopes In his youth. He said as much
But they all depended on his patrons, and they
deappeared. M. Jusserand, with his {ntimate
knowledge of times and seasons in the Middle
Ages. thinks that the misfortune to which Lans-
il referred may have been a pestilence that
raged in the West of England in 1349, when the
poel was perhaps elghtocn years of nge.
Without hope of preferment he must now lve
by that labor which he “letirned best He
learned ull the wretchedness that isolation and
poverty and unfulfilled destre could teach him
To make his mirery worse he married o wife
Marringe removed  his Jast chance of  rising
in the world, His task as a chanter he-
COTNe @Ven more « Ierous. It was A& mere say-
ing of words for a Uvelthnal, Thus he came to
Hve twes Hves—one ne an ecclesiastical slave toll-
ing for a little slver, the other as a dronmer of
“He has depieted himself at this period
of his existence,” says M. Juseernnd, “a great,
dressed In solemn garments with

ing the protectors of his childhood, seeing noth-
Ing but clonds on the horzon of his Hfe’  He

made friends with none. e seemed to others n

mudman. He knew thelr thoughts. Nor ig the
| faney of mental disease ever far from his own
mind. “Fool, frantle, djot,” these are wonls

All |
at were in |

froquent on hig pen. When he looks from

bilities of another warkd, his confesston 1s: *“The
deeper [ divine, the darker me it thinketh"

ant, then he would havé been happy In
stimpleat falth, Thus he wavers between hope
and despair, between fear and confidence, be.
tween excesees and ousterities, betwesn wilful-
ness and “wlilessneas™  [n these waverings are
to be found “seme of the symptoms Oof those
diseases of the will which have been so minutely
studied in our time, We ean notice In his ease
thee existénce of several wmong the phenomeni
which charucterize these dlscases, such as fixed
Ideas, and with them, alteration or depression
of the will." He was unable o react agalnst
the conditions of his life. He scorns In his verse
the very sins which he practises. e ks true 1o
hims=elf only in his vistons. There he preaches the
conservatism, the optimism of common-sense,
Surely he was not the only myatie in whom mil-
ness had method. As HSaxon and as mystic, M
Jusserand holds Dim 1o be the true predeces
gor of men whom perhap=s only & French his-
tordan would venture to nssocinte in o €ngie
EToup—men g0 diversze as Holle of Hampole, who
by Inspiration of the Haoly Ghost eould write on
one subject and talk on another) Lord Herbent
of Chorbury, George Fox, John Bunsan, John
Wesley, Willlam owper, and Blake, the painter
or the symbol-loving poeeta Shelley, Hissettl and
Browning. Some of These men, he border
o madness, But the lnk that ¥ Jolna
them to Langland Is that they are Saxon, They
do not imitate ench other. They might res
belnie nimed together, but they are untted by
“inherited hload, qualitles aml mowls™  In each
of them may be seen some of the tralteof the ol
Anglo-Saxons, who “excel In deplcting sonbrs
and desolate scenes; they are haunted by the
thought of death, the charnel-house and the tor-
tures of hell”

TIMES OF LOUIS XIV,

EUROPE IN THE SEVENTEENTH CEN-

TURY.

| mere eplsodes,

iy Henry OMey Wakeman,

EUROPE. 138 1715
Pp. v, 32 Macmiilan & A

M. A, Period V.,

| (Perlods of Furopean History.)

Mr. Wakeman's study of Europe in the seven-
teenth ecenrury, that 18 from the peace of Ver-
vina to the death of Louls XTIV, s really a his
tory of France, to which the gord and bad for-
tunes of the other states of the (ntipent are
The long duel between France
and England, which ended ot Waterloo, hegan
in the seventeenth century. But it 1s hardly
more than ineldental to the affalirs of that pe-
riod, ‘The beginnings of Prussian power and of
Russlan power bogan to be geen, but not evin
the most acute statecraft hinted as yet at such
trinmphs ss Sadowa and Sedan, and It can
hardly be sald that the Muscovite rlddie has
been solved even at this late day. The seven-
teenth century saw the anclent struggle betweon
Asin and Furope, with ts migrating Orfenti]
flods of population reduced to the style of a
diplomatic dlspute heneeforth to be labelled “The
Eagtern Questlon.” 1t witnessed the rise and
fall of Gothle power for the last time In Euroe
Orderly as It was In & miltary egense, the flerce
raovement of the Bwedes to the southwanl, under
Gustivus Adolphus and Charles XII, was not
altogether unlike those which had beaten down
the Roman Empire, Tt was Indeod agalnst 1he
pretended sucoessor of that emplre that Gua
tavies Adolphus directed his arms.  The seven-
teenth century saw the beglnnings of the mod-
ern army syvstems of Europe; U saw the na
tlons settling down to the methods of govern-
ment which most of them bave retalned to the
present day; It saw the end of war on account
of religlous controversies,  The boundaries were
t]mwn,‘ and they have hardly been changed
sinee, hetween Protestantism  and  Catholiclsm,
One may almost $ay that above a certain poar-
allel of latitude It s as difficult to form a state
with an elaborate religlous hlerarchy largely ex-
ternal to it, a8 1t 18 10 find a non-Cathollo state
in the South of Europe.  With the single ex-

ception of Franes the great natlons of the Con-
I tinent are st as they were in the seventeenth
century, moparchles absolute In theory. Mr
| Wakeman points to these facts and remarks

that the formation of the modern European na-
| slomal unitiex is “the main eletnent of continu.
i ous fnterest and Importanee in the history of the
geventeenth century; that 18 to say, the acquist-
tion by the chief Buropean States of the bound-
pries, which they bave sinee substantinlly re-
tained, the adoption by them of the form of gov-
ernment 1o which they have since adhered, and
the assumption by them, relatively to the other
gtates, of a positlon and Influence In the affalrs
of Europe which they mve sinte enjoyed.”

The Reformation left France better united
politieslly that {t had ever been before, Inecon-
celvable abuses and eorruption could not destroy
French Natlonal feeling, and Henry IV had only
to accept formally the religlon of the masses to
| have thelr enthusiastic support In his difficult

but vietorious confiiet with the nobility. The re-
actlon of the sixteenth century against Protest-
antlsm strengthened France, while it merely In-
| tensified the anarchy which had existed from the
| Middle Agea In Germany beneath the Imperial
and electoral system. All the horrors of the
Thirty Years' War were required to settle re-
llgtous boundaries,  But that war terminated
many of the claima of the Emplre, and trans-
| ferred the questlon of supremacy in Germany
to the North, The kind of federalism exhibited in
the Holy Roman Empire was a fallure. Meun-
| while the principle of federnlism was tried at the
mouth of the Rhine with very different results
The toleration, which was the best part of
Protestantism, when rightly Interpreted, proved
ua good i basis of agreement for the United
Provinces as Cathollclem 344 for France, and
the federal bLond, then wholly experimental,
proved strong enough to sustain the attack of
Spain and subsequently that of Louls XIV. Mr.
Wakeman malntains that the Dutch power re-
mained intact mainly on account of the weak-

the |

miserles of the world around him to the possi- | .
P simply nevessary to have n geoius for organiei.

it |

he had no learning, If he had remalned i peas- |
the |

_mwwmmmw ness of §ts nelghbora, Nelther France nor Eng-

land were strong enough to attend to all thelir
other affalrs and to the Dutch as well. But it is
also possible to suppose that, it the Dutch had
pald throughout the seventeenth century lens at-
tenition to colonial enterprise and more to Furo-
pean politles, they might have been more potent
among the natlons than they were The sim} e
fuct was that the United Provinoes had things
thelr own way at times when this aeemied lm-
pussible, and they brought to bear in the end the
necessary furce to bend the French monarchy,
Meanwhile everything contributed to earry
France townrd supremasy. Hefora the close of
1661 she had obtained by the peace of Wit~
phalia and that of the Pyrenecs a selentifle fron-
tler. The people were milsgoveroned, ovartaxed
and oppressed In various ways, but thelr patriot-
fsm could ot be subdued. Now, after the
pehfevernments of Sully and Richelieu and Ma-
zarin, they had a young King, and this King
started with pne of the ablest finanee ministers
known to modern times. YA young King,'™ says
Mr. Wakeman, “who took up the reing of the
government after the middle of the century,
found an open map hefore him.”" e had to deal
with a country weary of wir and willing to en-
dure anything for the eake of peice, with a
nobility thinned and lmp werlshel and unable to
reslst royal encroachments,  The only thing left
in good condition was the army, and that was
fn perfect fitness for an ambitious riuler's use,
Thus Louls XIV eame to the throne just when
Furope was adnpted to hig genius, Hoe munde this
utmost of all hlz opportunittes, hat the trouble
was that he exhausted them, If the French
nionarchy under his care roached the smmmit of
Its [mm-'r and grandenr, 1t also began to descenid
with him toward inevitable destruetion The
roason for this Mr. Wakemnn finds in the fact
that Louls was “easentially a barren man, singu-
lurly &kiiful in making use of the m iterinl with
which he was provided, but unible to add o .

| tnn exalted an Llen of his model;

anid In the fact that as an absolute mongreh he |

conld telerate no one greater than the King,
oRyven in the Prussian monarchy of to-day” re-
marks Mr, Wakeman, “thers I8 no ropm for a
Hismarck: st less could have haen
mitted to exist at the conrt of Louls XIV." The

LIS per-

! Jleal of perfect kKingehip was one th wronghly e

tadnable, but i conld no more bee presprvidd than

the fantastle notlons of Knlght erenntry. 1
tion amd to pay unwearied atgentlon to dotills
Dress and etlquette rivallod In Louls's attention
the  profoundest Sdiplomney, It anvihing was
worth dedmg 1L was worth Jdelng with the uimost
completencss. What the King dld himself, he
chosge that his offfeers should o, “The great
minletera pre oranbzers, not nreamen.  They
are ot the vory antlpodes of the genius 1o Riche-

Hew, And they are organized, not in the sense
in which Sully was an organizer, mersly the
pooter-oit of patent abuses, but in th ¢ higher

AN organ-

sense in which Charles Montagne w
who lald down true principles of ad-
thee  mnchinery

frer, one
mintatratlon  and ¢
nocesmry for carrying them out
Ized the French Forelgn OfMee and digloamath
gerviee: Colbert, the Internal aldniinistration o
the War Office, principles
the  acknowledged

netructed
].: MINe OrENn-

France; Louvids,
which became
forelgn, home and military adnrn)s
ull than n century’
aEninst the notlons of many
French history, Mr. Wakeman
plication of vhe prinoiples of oot

clples

L

As
lenta of

colntries for e
English =t

i T g
sokbom By Qlol-
The ploturs

ne Lo

Deefst by tio fienns nixed evil

which he drawa of noee  In
be envied To Colhert, prhaps, more than 1o
any other single man, was ige wines hs
which war oxnms) utterly to b the pesirt of ye-
Nigloits fuetlons and beeume the instrument of
commercind rivalry, The Dnteh war of 1652 loaks
Nke o tirect itgroowth of the gustoame-houss 1t
wie a foretnste of the conflicta of the elght
eenth contury, wnen, It must be salil, meniey
talked I It ever B o ol
Lept's initiative was I France
vinerged G | at the denth of Loits X1V

detvated, but stronger than she bad ever been

before

Of course Mr, Wihkeman pants out that there
might have been another story to teil Naot
all of Louis's good fortune was of his own e

i

wos |

tlon among |

| Syrian prasants whom he

| that e full of godl and treas

| vihriat,

vising Thote came o time when Marlbironugh,
it he had been adequately  supported  In the |
cotnolls of FEneland ad the United Provindes,
might well have exootted his plon of olzineg
Viirls Fvery frontiee tress of Importance |
wits In his possension it he eould not feht
the French on bis frmt and the Taries in Tis
rear It touk long=rontinged war nnd the ge-
nlus of Marlborough te bring this abduat, but It
was o significant forewarning of whint wae tn
b dope somewhat more than o century inter
The Englsh soldier hnd hegun hix enreer on
the Continent, not in ereat nuinbers, but with
brilllant success,  He had fAgured st Blenhelm

and Romilltes, and he kept himsell pretty well
In view from those days onward untll Nopoleon
wis safely housed on St Helenn Thus we
sew that though Mr Wakemnan hns made the
history of the geventesnth century malnly a his-
tory of France, he has oponed the drama in
which Englond Is to e the foremost actor I the
vighteenth contury Mo hing aleo, by alwelling
on the stens in the growth of Brandenburg and
Prrussta, from the  meagre tmes  before the
Thirty Years war down fo the recognitlon of
the Prussinn Kingdom, foreshadowed the groat
teagedy of the present aps His style (8 anj-
muted gl 1t ie enlivened rather than lnfural by
figures of speech from the borderfand of slang;
e, for example, when he sava that Turenne in
1874 by ekilful strategy bundled the hoperiallst
army neck and erop’ out of Alsace,

IBSEN'S “LRAND

TRANSLATION  IN ORIGINAL

METRFS.

A THIE

BIRANT: A Dramotle Porm in Pive Aoty Ity Hene

rik Theen, Translatesd i the Origlal Metres, with
an Introduction amd Notes, by € H, Herfonl
i, 1, M. A, Ppo oxelx, 329 tmporisd Ly

Chnrlen Scribner's Sons,

FEnough has been said perhaps on the somewhnt
fragrant morulity of Theen's works, 1t is possiblc
thiut enough has been pald abiout them In ¢very as-
pect, But Professor Herford, by his clever transla-
tion of “PBramd,” challenges nttention anew to &
well-worn theme,  He plves his rebnders good verse
Hut he ls not satlsfled without also trving (o show
that this smooth and rather cloying poetry  con-
oenls o profound philosophy. e subjecte “Braond'
amd Thaen to an elaborate analysls, In which feure
lnrgely allegory and symbolism that we are bound
1o think would never have ben foumd IF the dromn
hud stood wlone. That Ihsen hid an obvious alle-
gory In mind can easlly be allowed, e wan almost
certnin to hit upon one even withont intending to
do sa the moment he began to use the few i
vidunl charncters which he chogwe s types of
clusszes. A more abecedarion In Aeotlon can handle
that sort of gymbolsm. The story is merely that of
& country pastor surrounided by other figures -ihe
loonl State ofMiecind, the nearcst dignitaory  of  the
Chureh. the schoolmastier, the church sexton, groups
of villagers, & wife who loves him, a orazy gypsy
girl who haunts him, so to speak—and It tells natu-
rally of his efforts to better the condition splritually
and temporally of Wi parishloners. Now whatever
such a pastor's asplratlons were, If he had any
Independence of character, any views of lis own,
especinlly 1t he had any turn for heresy, he woull
be almost sure te cross the wishes of all within
his narrow circle. Suppose that the man fastensd
upon any fixed fdea, for example., that a glven
usage of the Church was wrong. He would cease to
conform to custom in the matter, he would exhort
others not to conform, two parties would at once
arise In the lttle community, and in the flerce bat.
tle over a principle the pastor would seem to one
class a leader and a savier, to the others n s
turber nnd a dangerous man,

The community {8 but the natlon In lttle, It s
easy to use phruses In describing such a conflict s
as to give It a much grander ale than 1t deserves. 1t
would pot matter in the slightest degroe whit the
particulur “fad” of the pastor might be, the story
would be alwayve the same In s main features
He would be told by the worldly leader of his par-

| Ish that people of common-genes must desert him.

Hi= bishop would intimate thot os & brilllant
preactier he might hope for preforment If he threw
away hisn hobby, and the people would quarrel ovor
him until they found something more Interesting
to talk about. All this would bappen whether the
the case were one of altar candles, or tnfant bap-
tism, or a cross In a pulpit chalr, In iteelf the
story must be a narrow one, but by the very sim-
plest of lterary tricks It could be made to seem
national allegory. The trick would be particularly
easy whare an authar could have a State Church as

rt of his machinery, That s all there Is in
g%lrnnd.“ The putupn sfud’ I8 “All or Nothing.
He Insists on his definition of the Deity and duty
and Church and world being necepted by every-
body. The funny thing about the matter is that
everybody does accept It, not without minglvings,
but with whispersd rather than open dissent. At
thi= point IBsen is orlglnal, if anywhere, Even the
State offieinl nnd the archdencon follow rather than
antagoiize the hero.  No such one-alded  contro-
versy Wwae sver seen hafore syen in tietion. But
when the pastor has enlarged the Church—that e,
mads It as brand as his own imaginings—ne finds
that his jurishloners have not enlarged thelr aspira-
thons to Ht 15, and #o he locks the door amnd fings
the key into the sea. Really it would be wearl-
some tn gay how often the world has been tAught
this necdiess lesson. And now to be told that pro-
found inelght was required in n poem ke M Brand
is not pleasant. The complete tmmaolation of felf has
been the theme of nscetie Christianity for aged. 1t
1% understood one Wiy by one man nad another way
n. But there was no possibility In
theme that haid not been dealt with
The profound Insight re-

It ns @ liter

after a fashion long ago.
qulred to interpret Thun turng out on inspection to

Le profownid ignorance of the history of literature.
The question s not opened here whether o® not
“irand” I8 o work of genlus Hut does the poem
contaln a novel message to the world? Those who
sy that it does are respectfully asked to enlarge
the eirele of thelr rending
The metrleal form of the drama ns tmitated by
Professor Herford resembles in 4 measure thut of
sHudibras.”  The octosylluble lamble 1% ahout the
mst form of verse that wonld be thought of for a
drnmatic poem in English, but those whe remember
the brevity of certain favorite Norse and old Baxon
metres can easlly lmagine the effect of these raplil
lines tn the original. The long upweches also miake
one think of the dinlogues between Hudibras and
pis rquire Ralph. One misses the endless double
und triple rhymes of Butler, but he ecatches enough
of the spivit natural to the verse to sympathize
with thuse who have ealled “Hrand™ a satire. Pro-
fossor Herford regrets the lack of double rhyines
In English as compired with Norweglan, He had
otherwise he conld
have found double rhymes fn plenty well sulted to
the sarcastle ;.urr »of Iheen, though perhaps not
eijnal to his mysterious allegory,
e b

AN ANCIENT

LETTER.

EVIDENCE OF FORMER WIDESPREAD
CULTURE IN SYRIA
PR —

A MOUND OF MANY CITIES: OR, TELL EL
HESY EXCAVATEL. By Frederick Jones Filiss,
AL A, Ppe xii 2010 Macmillan & Cao,

Amang the benefits arlslng from the numerous
researohes In the Orfent not the least valuabic s
acqgualntance with the Fastern peoples of the pres-
ent day, Mere travel served usuaally to perpetunte
arrora Al Aralis wers flara ti the casunl visitor,
wha had no time to diseover whether he was stating
B § turning an unfartupiate exeception Into n
I law, Eedoning wers all rabbers anid murider-
o, Wl Fellahe fit only fur staves.  But the men
who *pend months or yenrs in exen vatlng ruin-heaps
findd that haman nature 18 varled among Egyptian
tomba or on the Syrlen Desert as It s In clvilized
counteies, M Hlss's book exempiifies thir fact
He had the sdvantage of Dr. Flinders Petrle’s ex-
pertenee In the nelghiborhood of the mound which
he was to apen,  Dr Petrte had kept o Hat of hin
workmen, with notes of thelr pecullarities, und it
surpriasd the natlves greatly when Mr. Hilsa, with
these notes In hand, ranged them in an order of
much’ s they might have done with each
Apparently they had soms superstitions no-
thons on thiat subject, thinking that the Egropesns
had veenlt means of detecting their trajts.  They
may have eopnectsl this fn 4 manner common to
siiviges, with the use of thelr names. In one cage

merit
tiher.

My, JHss fourdd thnt u young Arab, part owner of
the Rill I whi the deging wos done, called him-
=v1f  Tu=siin, tich he had given for record the
e Nawar, T wan af b sall he, looking fooi-
Ind to let Bim alr Petrled write down my real
nae They had other superstitions connected with
the exeavations, lavar! long ago obperved that the

patives r Kovuniis thought he was digging for
rreasure, and oven gathersd up frigments of ol
teaf aml eililing for him They woere astonlshed
that he rejoeted things  Hut Lavard Anally
showe ! them soraething as won lepfuyl as the figures
which tmagined In the palaces of the Jinn
Ar Fligs found the same maionl fanctes among the
eippilovel

't bewiteh the eIl sabld Arah to him one

they

nn
)

we know

™ aslked Mro Bllas
L Y You e
nnd bewitch these

lig out the

Yo mepn

what yuy me to a tell

nte 1 fortn of ' Then vl

| potshemds, take them ta your country, umloe the

gpell, and they torn back to gold and treas e
Nothing that he changel thelr minds.
They wers willing to bolleve all that bhe sald 1o
them with the wdlition of the bewitohed pleces of
pottery. That he shoubd actusily prige o barmed
‘k owith cuneatle marks remalned o mystery to
His only regret was that ke found only one
imén of wha! may have been in ita day a con-
egalile colbectlon of antique reconds and letiers
frgr This brivk, I mehtl af
est amd valne, Not
whether comnitgls
say, two thousand
ol even ofe thousand years |
Then the evilence began to
showed that official and conrt 1ife at the great con-
trea of early civilizatlon was unlted by the handa
uf the scribe. The reports of subordinate officinis
to a rentral authordty on the Nlg or the Euphristes
became fam Hut these officials
might lee e ud
ignorant of letters modern
vunelform atter found Ly Mr
pel that flea. His excuvatlons were oft the site of
what & supipows] o e the anclent fortifled town of
Lachish, founded by the Amoriteas before the set
Pemment of the Ispaciltes In Palestine. The early
town long retained (s Independence, though sur-
forvign foe Indead, It appeirs to
th with Fgypt Lefore the times of

coyll say

e

terpretind, 1s

sir vory |

$ RO

writ-

ton

ing wans possihle,

it owas a qu

T eri
which

e

ncetimilaty

W to moedern eyes
exiles from court

dmang  people
savaged, The
Hisd sevms to dls-

as the

roundel by o
have hpd con

thie tos, ind to have pabl the necessary trih-
ite for wocurity, Tho gnclent fortress wirs overrun
AL Tyat by the Hebrews, From fest to last, eleven
towns, neconlling to Mr BlUss's exeavations, were
budlt on the hill, The latest ruains belong to the
fifth century befops Chriet<that is, to o period

ahortly before the wars of Alexander the tireat in
the Fast. I most cakes these guocessive Towns
show the effects of war. Tt ks 1o this fact that Mr
IHlss pitributes the meagre npmber of relios which
he From the times of Thothmes onwarnl,
the country was sublect to perisiical Jdevastations
The womsder 18 not that so few things were left, but
that any were found, No such discovery was 1o be
anticipated as bad been made previousty st Tell ol
Amarnia, The eurlous thing s that the principal
A nt Tell o] Hesy should * have been just such
as was missing from Tell ¢l Amarns. While former
dscaveries showed that writing was practised in
high circles, It rematnsd to be shown that every -
the fortifled town might also bave s seribes, and
milght keep up a brisk correspanidence with ita
pelghbors. 8o far ag une fragmentary letter can do
thix, it i8 done by the tablet which Mr. Bliss dis-
covered. The date of the letter can also be fixed
approgimately  According to Major Conder, It was
adidregsed 1o Zimeidl, and acconding to Professor
Baver, 2imrhtl was Governor of Lachish In the
tie of Khnpoten, the King fumous In Egyptlan
annals for his attempt to changw the nntlonal re-
ticton, and for his long contiest with the priesthood,
fourteen or Nfteen centuries befors the Christian
era. Zimrkll wad assasainated by Egyptlans; he
wad probably o rebelllous tributary.  Supposing the
expert testimony as to the date mpd contents of the
tablet o be eorrsct, then (te teatimony s strong
on the point that elvibmation 340 years ago In Asla
Minor was not confined to a few greal eentres, but
was wideapread. Fach minor clty may have had its
archives, (te chronlele of events and 1t cors
respanidence, amnd portions of these loeal historieal
ealfeetions may ¥t be pecoversd, Mr. Bliss only
uneoversd aboiut one-fourth of the hil of Lachish.
He thinks that when the remainder 8 dug up and
sifted that bis single tablet will be supplemented
by many others. Another point on which ths evi-
dence of the anclent fortress ls strong is that the
civilization =upplanted by the Israelites was superior
to their awn,

Put all this was a matter of indifference to the
workme ome of them deseribed the tablet a8 o
bar of sopp, showing that he knew one slement in
elvilization which the men of the desert are usually
supposed to lgnore. While the alms of the white em-
ployer wers ilnrk to them, thelr manner of [ife was
equally mysterfour to him, No matter how whlely
the tents of the tribe were seattered, each knew the
posttion of all the rest. “We woull send a guanl
out Into the wilderness, apparently so vast and
empty,'” says the author, "and he would presently
return with the person required. We sesmed Lo live
in the midst of n complex, Invisible soclety, 1t was
uneanny.”  On these wild people the jdea of harvest
time had n romantic hold, They could not be kept
nt the work of digging, for they m'lﬁ‘d losing o
share In the gay tlmes, when the whale village
turned out, the men to reap and the women to
glean, Aside from a grotesque freedom of spesch,
thess people, pepsants ws they were, shared the
“charming manners of the Kot In genernl, they
showed the trults which are often sald (o be lacking
In the Orlentals-—that Is, falthfulness, honesty, good-
temper, amd submission to nuthortty, If these won-
terers on the borders of what wan once the land of
the Phillatines—for the hill of Lachisk Is about six-
L;ﬂ: miles castward from Guza, as famous in the

reer of Sanison as early Troy In that of Hera-
elea—have not reta the education of thelr ro-
mote predecessors, they still have the same suavity
of manner which must have charncterized the an-
clent Skdoninns, who, too readily. gave themselves
up to ease even In times of dapger. The proof le
now fortheoming that the manner of the East s not
of recent origin. It looks buck to a time when life
was more progresilve there than i fa now; v hen
STAREE e o o VR
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ENGLISH JOURNALISM.

ITS RELATION TO TITERATURE—THE
PROFESSION AND ITS PROFESSORS
_THE NEW DEPARTURE OF
“THE DAILY NEWS"

London, April 1T

A rather remarkable thing has happened. A
tonst to "Literature’ has been proposed at a
public dinner—that s not remarkable—it has
been replied to by an eminent judge, and the
eminent judge haa spoiten with elvilliy and In-
terest of journalism, That would not, I suppose,
strike von as remarkable In America. It I8 re-
markable here, where journatism, for all its lofty
tone In print, holds a personal and social po-
gitlon helow that of Ameriea, and wvery much
below that of France. The Sudge was 8ir
Francls Jeune, president of the Probate and
Admiralty Court; one of the three or four great
positions on the Bench, Sir Francls said that
Hterature had now taken Journallsm Inta
partnership. If it were necessary 1o admit that
journallsm was lterature In a hurry, it was
literature still, and some of it of a high order,
though perhaps ephemeral. It was, moreaver,
responsible for a great deal of the welfars of
the natlon.

It thi= be an unusual tone, the journals and
journalists are themselves chilefly to blame, I
don't know a sharper contrast than between the
omnlsclent and apoatolie tone in which the Eng-
Ish fournalist with a pen in his hand discusses
the nffalrs of the universe, and the tone In whieh
the same Journalist speaks of hig own profesdton,
We all know how he thunders from the Mount
Sinal of Printing Honse Sguare, or Shoe Lane.
There 18 no lack of self-nssertlon In any of the
great journals of this couniry, They all #penk
with nuthority, and some of them with a just
authority. They are teachers arsl reasters, and
to some extent rulers of the land,

But If you have necasion—most peaple do not—
to know much of their private relation to
the workl which In their professlonal capacity
they direct, you may well be struck with the
humbleness of their attitnde, They are in the
| world, but not of it. With a certaln number
of distingulehed exeeptions, they seem to regard
themselves and thelr colleagues as holding n
porttion of inferfority. T be a journallst fa to
be nobody, save for the purposes of journaliem,
The rule of the anonymous is carried so far
that it Is deemad an act of presumption that
u Journalist should be pnvthing bur a journntise;
should have an fndividuallty; should think him-
self om an equality with those to whom he
suppliea information and opinions.  He belongs,
in his own view, to a different and a lower caste,
He s not quite sure that Journalism s a profes-
elun, as liw and theology are.

The Bar and the Church are not affliered with
this kind of humility., They take each thelr own
They have an esprit de corps. They are
great trade-unions. They assert themselves, not
only In eourt and In chireh, but o the workd
The barrister reapects the Larrister; the clergy.
man respects the clergyman, and bhoth would be
much surpriged §f others dld not respect them,
and If thelr colleagaes did not so carey them-
selved ne to win respect; nay, to exact it, if need
tie Not o the English Journallst, e seems
content with his lowliness. He thinks it pro-
sumptuous to aspire toon eondition not of depenid-
ency, He looka askanee upan a journslist who
attempts anything  outalde 'uf his  profession
Sometimes, 1t s trae, memhbers of this singular
gulld ollmb into Parllament. Sometimesa, thongh
they ghtn a foathold In
wrlte hooks or mingle in affalrs,
are thought ambitions and
thers wore a spirit of come
rporpte Epielt, such sue-

cased wonld e welcomed. The Immense paower
of the profes<ion would be used, falrly and honor-
ably, to advance the interests of these succesaful
members of the professton, or, at least, to recog-
Everyvbody knows that the contrary

place,

goelery,

miore  Farele,
Hometimes th

In ench cose they
It

rodeslilp, dr even a

overconlident.

nige them.
Is true
Does anybody know why? Mere jealousy will
not explutn 1t. There are jealousien clzgewhere;
all ranks and conditiong are honeycombed with
thems. T enn think of wo explanntion except the
| e first suggested ! the explaonation of consclons
The fact that so many fournallsta
Are tew men may have saomething to do with it
They have come up from helow, and have bhrought
with thein the feellngs aed opinions of that lower
of life, They allow themselves to b
They hang about lobbles. They
treated—sinee 1 have mentioned the word lobby
1 may as well say so—with something very ke
contempt by the leglistators. who are dependent
on them The Journalisis of Hungary have
just had a contest w.th thelr Parllament, amd
won It by the simple expedient of a strike, The
Parllnmentary reporters i England have bad,
wnd stll have, every reason to reaent thelr treat-
ment by both Houses of Parlioment. Now and
then they pdidre=a o petitlon to
the anthorities, Thelr grisvancss are perhaps ad.
mitted to be Just, but they rematn unpedreased;
The anthorities wonld re-
dress them if they could; but the paint is that
the Jourtalists submit, Why do they submit?
The profession of Journailsm in England may
in truth boast not only of many able and ae-
complished men, but of men perfectly eapable
of holding thelr own In any company, In any

Inferlority

stratum

Buffeted nre

remmonstenfe

for varlons reasons,

position. They are capable of a much broader
Wie than the one they choose to lead. They
conld, not all at once, hut in time, put thely

profession on o level with othep professions. A
few of them are perfectly awiare of thiz A fow
uf them do helong to other wordds than that of
Fleet Street.  The two or three men whose nnmes
ocelr at unee to auybody who knows the truth
are the names of the 1 who hold this dual
position, and who adorn the ane as much as
the other. They are actively concerned In the
two or three organized efforts for the Improve-
ment of fotrnallam.  There are others of equal
rank, whose activity is less; there are others
who hold entirely aloof. 1t s this want of
common effort and a common purpose which
makes lndividaal effort so barren. There Is, for
example, an Instituze of Journaliste, with o
membership of thousands, 1o many of the lead-
ing editors or NEWApRPEr OwWners in London be-
ling to it, or take part in its procesdings? 1
think not. Thelr names, at any rate, do not ap-
pear. Yot It 18 in such direetlons that success Is
o he looked tor,

An enlargement of “The Dally News” 18 an-
nounced, which will henceforth “on most davs
consist of ten or twelve pages'" *“Thus' adds
the advertlsing conductor, “vastly Increasing the
quantity of intelligence’"  That 1s hardly a
Jogical sequitur. There are to be, however, ""new
und (nteresting features,” for which all journal-
sty look eagerly, and perhaps the public also,
There s, 1 must admit, something spasmodic
about this elmborate new prospectus. 1 will not
use the word desperate. The conditlon of “The
Daily News" 18 one of decay, not of desperation.
It {8 no secret in the profession that it has fallen
oft heavily In elrculation, and that |ts profits,
once large, have come down to & low flgure.

The authority of the paper has also much
diminished. Bince Mr. Frank Hill's departure
1t has cried aloud for an editor and found him
not.  After two or three experiments which
wers not thought successes, the editorship was
turned over to the manager, Mr. J. R, Robinson,
It may be quoted as evidence of his success that
he I8 now Sir J. R, Robinson. A grateful party,
or a grateful Prime Minister, or the judgment of
the party Whips, rewarded Mr, Hablnson's good
futentions with, I think, a knighthood. That
was on the Queen's last birthday, If my mem-
ory servea me, The honor gave pleasure on
personal grounds to the new knlght's friends,

1t did perhaps cause surprise among journalists,
and also among those pumerous members of* the §
(iladatonlan party who have long taken eritical
views of the spirit and method in which thia
aurious paper had been edited. 8ir J, R. Robla-

2o is a good manager; in some respects g

cellent one. He has, at times, done mye
the paper in that capacity. But, for some
son, the period of decadence set in;

cause of the difficulty about ah editor, A
paper does really need an editor. It wiy
as a rule or for a long perlod, edit ftselr
conditions of polities In this country dum,h
last elght years have been extremely e
It was no tlme tor putting the helm in the .
of amateurs or for transferring, shall we :
the chlef ergineer to the quarterdeck, Yet t::
Is what has happened In thia case.

Sir J. R. Robinson has probably done
than most business managers would have
But the spirlt of the counting-house is one
and the spiric of the editorial roosms ts, or
to be, another. 1f the latter is to be made
servient to the former, the paper m:ll'm—.'.
tone changes; It attitude to the publfe :
and the attitude of the publle to the
changes also.  The tendency inside every
pper office 1s to tak= too exclusively offles Views,
That Is true of most editorial rooms, no
how Independent of the business department
may be. It becomes mueh more marked
proportion as the ascendancy of the money clogg
Increasea.  The public 18 half forgotten, gp
thought of as a milech cow with an In »
quantity of milk, and an unlimited
glve down this agreeable fuld, l'PMine-.

But the public 18 not a fool. If [t wore, whom
would be the fault, {f not the journals wl;oh‘
for so muny years sot themselves o tedl
publie what it ought to think, and to o
its Judgment? The public is perfectly um.:::
percelving In what spirit a paper is 6
and whether the appeal it makes is to the Ip.
telligence.  The appeal of “The Dally Newy® hag
been to party passion rather than to inte
That a party journal should take Party viewy
must, I suppose, he conceded. But jt need not
express them in a form which Implies that jog
readers have no views of thelr own, and no
power of Judgment, or knowledge of fass, Nor
necd ft be acrimonious. The tone of the (i
Balley advocate to an Old Balley fury |s not L
good ope for an Important and once
powerful paper. Of eourse, “The Dally Newy*
t& #till powerful, but it has lost authority 15 gy
extent which It is difficult to gaugs. Too much
blame need not be lald on Sir J Robinson's
shouklers. He != In a measurs, the vietim of cin
cumstances, Editors are certainly scares, byy
the proprietors might during all this time haw
found one If they hod tried, or if they had really
appreciated the nrgent nesd of the paper.

The new depiarture and new features are gf)
very well, but they will not restore the Inteliest,
nal balanes of the paper. Literature i3 promited
to & higher place, and that 1« admirable, andwy
be maore admirable still when the readers baw
learned 1o have confidénce in the lierary julg
ment of the reviewer. Thers s an article by
Mr. Andrew Lang on the Annlversary of Qul
loden—naot & very thrilling or even fresh topie
There are Literary Notes. There 18 an artiele
on Richmond Parsk, and a plea for Nlghteork.
era, and a column of gossip about the Budget,
and there are threee columns on Poetry of the
Dayv. Theee seem to be the chief “new and oo
teresting features” thus far. Alr. Luey contine
ues his excellent Pictures of Parliament, slways
one of the best things in the paper: but that iy
not a new feature, Those which 1 have men-
tioned are those of the firet two days sines the
The editartal page, whore the need of
HEe WS Erearest, ins for the present
what It wae T of superlatives has
ot Lo roased.  The view | no broader; the
saencity no more marked; the temper i3 the
sarse; the want of serfousness, in the sense of
reasoned convictlon, and tas untrustworthines
of its Juldgment an s news, ame us groat &
ever. Thers be time. A fostenal s pot
revolutionized in a day. But ane would like tp
feel sure that there 1s really to be a revolution,
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HOW PADEREWSEID LIVES
From The Westminster Budget.

Paderewskl's headquariers are In Parie. In one
of the long avenues radlating from the Are de Trie
omphe, the Polish planist has tixe! his abade, 8
pretty little hachelor aparimen + the ground foof,
Paderewski comes to Parls for repose anid rest l‘
does his best to hkle the fact of his re-entry from
the hoede of Ludly admiirers aml troublesome amas
teurs who bore him.
Utiloss by appointment, it s impossible to fnd
Paderswiaki at home. You mar the saunds of
n plinoforte divinely playsd, but the conelerge
asstire you, with his best bow, 1 n'est bas s
It Mongienr  Padereweki,’ When  Paderewsk
wishes take hiz constintional, thers |s often &
ot comsly  played outsile his ook
Thers ¢ W know his hables, ni
bt He in wait for ki 1n
this way, | has hoen capght several times
however, he manages to outwil even these
for when le goes out a servant s sest oo
wior ¢ any suspiclous loitersr is near, a
s halled and drawn up the court.  Paderewsid
steps in, drives off a few stroets, Gl e (s far 600
pwnr to get ont and begin his promenade dnmis
ted and in peace
he first thing that strikes the eve as one enters
leroweki's salon s a table standing by the
worte, on which lle an amusing assortment
clenrette cages in all siyles, tae majority heing
siiver. After vou have stulled these you notie
the large plctures in oile of Paderewski b
then the quantities of flowers (n hindsome baskets
t p with bright ribbons, the gifts of lady ad-
mirers. Paderewskl {8 seldom up to tme-80
befors he whil hayve come in you 1 noties everys
thing—the sliver weeatha, photographs, plctures
busits, bibelots.

PSS S
BENTON IN *THE tLOBE" OFFICE

From The Washington Post

(me of the upper stories of “T1
an Pennsyivanlag-ave, was used
ahle gutherings. It was known a
wnd was the svene of many
tmniquet. The publisher of “The Gl
the procesdings of both branch:s of Congress d
contrzet with the Clovernment, They were thes
published In the columns of the paper and mag
I’lr into "The Congressional Globe.” [1. F. and B V.

urphy, now the oftelal #tenographers of the
Ate. woee even in those days engageed (0 this work
Thomas H., Bepton and (‘I;ﬂﬂ' ;
I

age

for the paper.
dully visliors at the office, apd were o8
terms with everyboly,
for asmolnte acouracy, and hald
using capitals and punctaation m
did not comport with the syst
vilohe, " bt out of deference Lo e
the printers were obllged to follow his (leas
day Henton went Into the composing-room &
wp on m box. irom which he deliversd ag
prompeu lecture to the members of the oraft of
correel use of ecapitals, punctustion marks
grammar, He had a wonderful memory. sald
Wise. He used to commit a long speec
awalt his opportunity of dellvering 1t 8o
it would be in type In *“The Globe" office e
weoks hafors it was dellyepinl. Once, continwed Mf
Wise, when his time expired before he Wit
through and he was cut short by the m
dent's gavel, but was afterwanl allowed to
hix speech, ho walked up to the make-up in "Hﬂ'
Globe” offfee and named the exact warl at ®
the gavel caused him to suspend speaking.
e — ———
A STORY OF DUUWAR
From The London Globe,
* o [}
In the “Figaro” Mme, Céline Chaumont L
story of Alexander DDumas which !thuu'lmh:
kindliness of heart. He met her at a time "ﬂ_
she was little Known, poor and almost unﬁf Not
self 1o keep a sick husband and their chiid Sog
knowin the circumstances Dumas, who
shovked at her appearance, told her she ought
o home, eat a good meal and drink some
wine, which she exgtmm was impossible.
evening she found that a big basket had
at her house accompanied by the follow
in Dumas's handwriting: My dear child,
ing at Brébant's with o few friends and
o claret which would restore your
strength. Do me the kinduess to
thank me; what I do is only for the love
I sald you would show talent some day,
must have a chance of proving it, or
like & fool, You needn’t he af of
Brébant says he has got another bottle
e i
GIRLS WHO SELL THE(R HAIR
From The Pittsburg Dispateh.
s come to sell theit natrd

“Do we have many |
Well, 1 should say #0; but we don't ke .atl
of buying, on account uf the risks ";‘:ﬁ irer 19
to run, I have had girls come to me No, hey |
sell their hair ns [t was on thelr hends e 48 |
don't get good prices—81 0 to $2 0 being 08 - ry
I ever gave. [ know of one case, mwrﬂ‘:; the
well-known soclety woman took fancy i she
of a youns lady mer accidentally, &
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