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REAL ESTATE LYING IDLE-

DISUSED PARCELS IN VARIOUS PARTS
OF THE CITY.

BOME HELD FOR INVESTMENT PURPOSER-THE
OLD GOELET HOMESTEAD IN HRROADWAY,
AND OTHER INTERESTING PLACES

There ate many parcels of idle real estale in
this clty the clrcumstances of whose passive con-
dition are interesting, Some of them are fine old
dwellings which have stood for some time unoe-
cupled, or they are old bulldings with a past.
Others consist of vacant plotg In nelghhorhooda
where enterprise has developed the surrounding
properties. The causes of this conditlon are
varlous. Litigation in varlous forms has “thed
up” many a good property. Family feud or the
cautlon of a testator may be &t the hottom of
other exhibits of the character. A family whim, &
desire to hold on for bhetter prices, the gpirit of
pure investment, death and other causcs may e
traced as factors in thls condition.

In relation to this the brownstone, aseverely
simple architecture of the tree-environed old
mansion at the northwest corner of Nineteenth-
st. and Broadway comes naturally into the mind.
Nearly every New-Yorker knows that this s the
old Goolet house, In which Peter Goelet lived and
dled. TUpon his death his sister, Mrs. Hannah
Gerry, mother of Elbridge T, CGerry and Mrs.
Frederick Gallatin, ocoupled the house untll she
died, about & year ago. Since then the olid houss
has remained vacant, save for the presence of a
caretaker. Tt Is now on the market. Tts owner I8
Mrs. Gallatin, The place will he sald when an
{nvestor shall be found who will erect a blg bulld-
fng on the site.

Not far from the old Goelet mansicn is the Lor-
fMlard Spencer house, at the southeast corner uf
Fifth-ave. nnd Sixteenth-st. It has stnod vacant
for three years. It is a four-story dwelllng, the
first story being of brownstone and the others of
brick. There ls scarcely a private dwelling now
left occupled In the avenue petween Fourteenth
and Twenty-third sts. This streteh of street, in
which o0ld New-York families once lived and
made their houses Known for old-style entertain-
ment of guesls, I8 now practically given over {4
business. The Lorillard Spencer house 1s for
sale. and is to be converted into or supplanted by
& place of business at the first good opportunity.
The only dwelling of imporiance yel remalning
tn this part of Fifth-ave. is the Marshall O.
Roheris brownstone double mansion at the
poutheast corner of the avenue and Eighteenth-
st.  This is oocupied In the winter by Nis,
Yivian, who was formerly Mra. Marshall . Rob-

erts,
MRS. STEVENS AND THE BUTCHER.
nature re-

Mre Paran Stevens's Intense
PATS

eeived a great shock when, some fifteen ¥
ago, she walked into Henry . Tyson's meal
market, at the southeast corner of Fifth-ave, and
Forty-fourth-st., and peremptorily ordered Mr.
Tyson to “get out.” Inasmuch as he had an un-
expired lease of the property, he respectfully de-
glined to vacate the premises vinstanter.” This
refusal, of course, arousod the wrath of Mre. Ste-
veng. But the butcher hied him to one of the ex-
ecators of the Paran Stevens estate, and learned
from Mr. Melcher that My, Stevens, an exeeed-
ingly prudent man, had tied up his real estate
posseasions in so clever a way that hils wife could
have no ward to say about that plece of property,
and that he had left her, when she should become
a widow, 1o find it out.

AMrs. Stevens had not yet found it out. 8o she
departed in a rage, and within forty-elght hours
the sign “This Property for Sale" appeared
nafled to the big willow tree which still stands as
the sign of “The 011 Willow Tree,” a lguor
place in the frame huilding adjolning the meat-
ghop, and Itself part of the Paran Stevens prop-
erny.

Mra Stevens, to her great Aegust, =oon Aid
“find out™ that all this property was in the con-
trol of twa exccutors, and even her olijections
4l not move Mr. Tyson. The meat-market stiil
remains, & one-story structure. And so docs
*The O1d Willow Tree.” Of the market Mr. Ty-
son s mill the lessee, while Mrs. Stevens dird
unable to get rid of that “horrid putcher.”” The
property is not yet In the market. Tt 18 said
to be tied up by litigation. The erection of the
Delmenico building at the northwest corner of
the avenue and Forty-fourth-st, and of Sher-
s new place at the southwest corner, wlith
the ooming opening of the Lig Manhattan Hotel
near by, the new and enlarged Hotel Reéenais-
sance at Fifth-ave. and Forty-third-st, the de-
velopment of Forty-third and Forty-fourth sts.
as the habitation of clubs with fine new homes
near by the old meat market—all make this
Paran Stevens property extremely valuable.

The whole block bounded by Madison ani
Yanderbilt aves. and Forty-third and Forty-
fourth sts. is vacant land. It belongs to the
New-York Central Raiflread Company. It will
undoubtedly remaln vacant until that corpora-
tion sees fit to utilize it for extension or other
purposes.
Although the old two-story strugtures on the
block in which the Hotel Normandie stands at
Broadway, Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth
stz may be torn down by the Hobart estate tor
the erection of the new hotel projected hy young
Walter Scott Hobart, It 18 sald to be still an open
question whether the big hostlery will be put up
after all. For a quarter of a century the hulk
of this block has stood as it I8 to-day, when It
hzs at least quadrupled in its value over what
it was in 1870, about which time the elder Wal-
ter Scott Hobart, a San Franclsco gold-mine
gwner, invested some S300,000) in the property
designated as the site of the talked-of hotel, He
had intended to take in the ground now occupied
by the Hotel Normandie, so says General Ferdl-
nand P. Farle, its proprietor, anid make the whole
block the site for the finest hotel in the world.
His death some four or ‘ve years ago left the
project untouched. The son may now carry oul
the plan of the father.

The aold Hotsl Royal site, at Sixth-ave. and
Portieth-st., looking out upon Dryaut Park, Is
one of the valuahle |dle pleces of property In the
city, and it Is the most ill-favored in present ap-
pearance. The mass of débrls associated with
death in its most shocking form still remains
from the day of the fire early In 1802, when
several human belnga were burned to death. The
property was purchased recently by John R,
Cole, who, weary of the round of transmuting
granite and limestone Into wealth, thought he
would try the hotel business, not as proprictor,
but as owner. He hought the slte and engaged
an architect to prepare pluns for an up-to-date
hotel twelve stories high. Poor health, due to
overwork, has now compelled him to abandon
that enterprise, and therefore tha property |s
now again In the market for sale. The site Is
ont of the present longitude for hotels in this
town.

THE MATTHEWS PROPERTY.

Yrofessor . Ogden Doremus lived In a high-
stoop two-story frame house some fifteen years
ago, next door to where the Florence now
stands, at the northwest corner of Fourth-ave.
and Eighteenth-st. It was one of & row of frame
dwelllngs of the same pattern in the avenue he-
tween Elghteenth and Nineteenth ste.  The
Florence and the land on which It stands
belong to the estate of Edward Matthews, one
of the best known real-estate men of his day.
Dying, he left three helrs. These are Professor
Brander Matthews, and his two sisters, Mrs,
Peter T. Barlow and Miss Florence Hallett Mat-
thews, ‘The adjoining plot north of the Florence
and constituting the rest of the real es-
tate on the Fourth-wve. front between the two
streets, algo helonge to the Matthews estate,
This site 18 vacant, Tt & 151 feet In the avenue
by 150 feet In Nineteenth-st. Here it was that
the old eyclorama, with its viewa of famous bat-
tiefields, stood for many years,

When the cyclorama proved no longer paying,

A few years ago, the circular structure of corru-
gated fron was torn down, and since then a high
board fence has kept the vacant plot from the
public eye. According to Watson Matthews, the
agent of the property, the estate conslders this
the hest site in the city for a fine downtown ho-
tel, to be yun in eonjuctidn with the Florence
and Is holding on to ft with that end in
view. The American Lithographic Company,
which Is erecting what is already a thirteen-story
building across the way, at the southwest corner
of Nineteenth-st. and the avenue, tried to get
the Matthews property for ils present purpose,
but Watson Matthews sald “No.” “because,” ex-
plained he the other day, “a lithographic estab-
Hshment would make ton much nolse and supply
too many pungent odors; besides, the sight of
workmen at the windows would not be a good
thing for tenants of the Florence House 1o gaze
upon.” The cyclorama people pald $21.000 an-
nual rental, Mr. Matthews says, and he declares
that the spot will yet see the ideal downtown
hotel, especially if the underground railroad
shall be run under the surface of Fourth-ave,
and even If the eable or electricity shall supplant
the slow-footed horse as the car motor for the
Fourth-ave, surface raliroad, which leads to and
from the Grand Central Statlon,

The row of four-story brick dwellings on the
west siile of Fourth-ave., between Twentieth and
Twentv-first 815, onee belonged to the estate of
William 1. Astor. It went to one of ihe eil-
lateral heirs, sald to be the Langdon group. Now
that the polley of long leases and improved
property have hecome features of the Astor mn-
agement In real estate, It |8 rumored that these
sld-fashioned dwellings will soon give way to
the spirit of improvement, and that a hig new
building will be erected here.

The only vacant plot of John Jacaobh Astor
property in this clty, as gtated by one of its real-
eatiate experts, (s that 170 feet In Fifth-ave, and
100 feet in Fifty-fifth-st.. at the southeast june-
tion of the two, This s directly opposite the
old St. Luke's Hospital site, 1t value has been
greatly enhanced of late years by the proximity
of the Rockefeller, Flagler and other rich men's
homes. The purchase by the Unlversity Club, at
the northwest cnrner of Fifty-fourth-st. and the
avenue, of 4 site for 1ts new home, with an an-
nex running through to Fifty-fifth-st, has added
still more value to this idle Astor real estate.
And now that Governor Morton has purchased
the fine old Dodworth house in the avenue, a
door from Fifty-fourth-st,, with a view to ex-
pending @ large amount of moncy to fit It up
for his home from September 1 next, the Astor
inyvestment 18 the beneticiary of still another
financial accretion, A hiz  wooden slgn  an-
nounees that the plot is to be cut up for the
erection of private dwellings,  An agent of the
property stales that a fine apartment hotel may
be put up there

Imbedded in the hrownstone front of the four-
story and basement dwelling at No. 0 West
Twentyv-second-st. 18 a white granite slabh Lear-
Ing thess words:

: In this House 8 F. B Morss
Lived for Many Years,

And IMed,

I R . wsssas sesassasanaun

There i a one-glo=y extenslon on the east of
thiz dwelling, which the inventor of the eleetrie
telegraph used for his lbrary. The vacant
ghelves are still concealed behind walnut doors,
The windows of lbrary and dwelling are
¢losed by shutters, and only a caretaker Ie in
charge of the hullding. The house has been
vacant for gome time. It is probable that ere
long the famouz old place will give way tn A
modern business bullding extending through to
Twenty-third-st. The site is extremely valuable
for that purposs, and there is more money in it
for that use than for uny other. A tree In the
area and clambering vines on the brownstona
front rémain as reminders of the day when the
inventor had them planted for his pleasure.

DESERTED OLD CAR BTABLES.

One of the largest pleces, I not absolutely the
largest pareel, of real estate worse than vacant
{g to be seer In the unoccupied stables of the
Slxth Avenue Railroad Company in Sixth-ave.,
between Forty-third and Forty-fourth sis, and
extending a third of the way toward Fifth-ave,
Since the corporation eold out to the Maetropoli-
tan Traction Company, more than two years
agn, this vast plot of land, with a ramshackle
and unsightly twe-story brick structure on it

has stood waiting some action, according to the
slgn “For fale,”” which appears on the outer
wills, But no purchaser has yet heen found.
The company thinks the property may be the
site for a Lig department store, 1t sold n slica
of the huge parcel to the Association of the Bar
of the Clty of New-York, whose new marhle
home, extending from Forty-fourth to Forty-
third at., & goon to he opened with a reception
to Lord Russell of Killowen. This sale made the
two strects known as a clubhouse distriet in-
stead of n stable rendegvous. The resnlt was
that the remaining property of the company at
this point rose in value from SLANND NN o B2-
SO0000, an Increase of 25 per cent at a bound,
The guestion now fs what éffect the proposed
ratlroad of the Metropolitan Traotion Company
in Forty-third and Forty-fourth sts, will have
on this inereased valuation and in hastening the
erection of a new big building. The cluls which
are swinging themselves vigorously against the
rallroad scheme declare that the tracks and the
horse-cars will ruin the strects for clubhouse
purposes, and will, aceordingly, vause a depre-
clatlon of property values there. The company
{x pansing to see which way the cat shall give
slgnals of jumping.

At the northwest corner of Madison-ave, and
Fortieth-2t. there has stood tenantless for three
vears the old home of Edward Haight, w ho died
some two or thres years ago, having accumu-
lated a large fortune in the stone husiness. The
Awelling 18 a four-story brownstone structure,
with mansard roof, surmounted by a dome. I
front on  the avenue s O34 feet and  ita
depth i 123 feet.  An unocceupled house next It,
which was cut off from it after Mr. Halght's
death, and still belongs to the estiate, has 4 front
of 17.46 feet. There i8 a three-story brick stably
in the rear, standing on Fortieth-st, its dimen-
slons belng 20 by 00 foet,

During the last years of his 11fe  Mr. Halght
Hyed mear Irvington-on-the-Hudson, while he
rented his city dwelling, He wanted to sell this
property, but he placed a greater value on it
than good judges held to be the correct one, The
price estimated by him (g stil] held by the execu-
tors of his estate, while o rental of $135.000 a
yoear is demanded for the large houge and BT
for the smaller one.  This expected rental s
eonsldered by gond judges to be the reason for
the tenantless state of the old Halght manslon,
now divided into two, The property s for sale.

The oplnion prevails that the New-York Ath-
letle Club has purchased all the vacant land In
Qixth-ave, between Fifty-elghth, and  Fifty-
ninth sts, for the site for its splendid new build-
ing now belng erected there. This I8 not 8o,
The southeast corner of Fiftyv-elghth-st, and
Eixth-ave. 1 still owned by John W, Condit,
of Acker, Merrill & Condit, who lives at No, &
West Fifty-elghth-st.  This property is 100 by
100 feot, ITnasmuch as Mr, Condit has recently
placed & morteage of 140,000 on this property,
being estimated at 4 per cent on $3.500,000, {1t
is reported that this actlon fs the prellminary
one to the erectlon of a big bullding on the site,
sinee the land alone, so real estate experts say,
would not stanl so large a4 mortgage,

At the northeast corner of Bixth-ave, and
Fifty-sixth-st. |s 4 one-story frame lguor-pliace
and next It 18 a lvery stable offfce. In front

1 6f this property cab-drivers and their vehicles

take thelr stand, and the environment I8 con-
gldered by property-owners as a detriment to
adiolning vepl.estate values,  This property hies
longs to the Sparks estate, the plot heing 100
feet, or four numbhbers, In the avenue and seventy-
six feet In the street. While the piot affords a
gplendid opuortunity for hnprovement, it ls hn-
poesible for the execuators of the estate to sell
it or to improve 1t until ane of the hielrs, now
under age, shall reach his majority. This will
ceme In the present year, and real estate men
who are “ported” on the situation are hustling
to make a commission out of 1L More of them
will now, presumably, joln the brigade of the
BUREr O11es,

A two-story brick bullding used as a riding
academy at the southeast corner of Fifth-nve.
nand Ninetieth-st. 18 to glve way In time to a fine
dwelling. A practically (dle property, covered
with one and two story old bulldings, awaits lm-
provement at the southeast corner of Fifth-ave,
und Sixtleth-st, acroass the way from Central
Park. It s in the market,

YE OLDE LONDON BTREETE.

Ex-Judge Hilton has filled plans for the im-
provement of Ye Olde London Strecte, in Broad-
wiy, A stone monstrosity erected on the site of
Harrigan & Hart's old theatre after the firs
which consumed it. This Is for the eonversion of
the place, however, Into a spot for the entertaln-
ment of those who dellght In the exhibition of
sparring and other exiernal manifestations of
the manly art of self-defence. It has long been
vacant, Its destiny 18 demolition in bhehalf of
something bhetter,

There are soveral vacant plots In Broadway,
above Fifty-fifth-gt. These are held for Invest-
ment purposes mostly. A large vacant plot s
that owned by s brewer, 11 s at the southeast
corner of Broadway and Fifty-ninth-st.  That,
too, although for pale, s in the market for a
marked advance over the purchase price. A blg

hotel would be well placed there. So would a fine
apartment-house.

The possibility of tying up a plece of property
through a will is well illustrated in the instanca
of the Stevenson parcel, in Second-ave, near
Nineteenth-gt. The New-York Skin and Cancer
Hospital, which recently purchased the property
at the northeast corner of the avenue and the
street for a site for an annex to itself, tried In
valn to secure the Stevenszon dwelling and land
adjacent on the north, so ns to obtaln a sufMi-
clently large plot. Miss Matildn A W. Stevenson,
whose father had conveyed this and other real
estate to hiz wife, it on her death to go to the two
daughters, one of whotn s Miss Matilda, was
willlng to mell the four-story hrownstone-front
house which her father had bullt, but her mother
and her slster, who had died, in succession had

| made wills, with the result that the hank which
was ready to loan money on w morigage to be

gihven by the hospital authorities, upon asking to
gee the will, declined to advanee the money upon
the plea that Miss Matilda could not glve a clear
title.  Henee the property now stands tenantless
and shored up In congequence of the demolition
of the other bulldings, while Superintendent Con-
stable of the Department of Buildings has or-
dered the southern, rear and front walls to be
torn down and rebuilt, beeauge of their dangerous
condition.

The tnteresting part of all thig is that old Mr.
Stevenson, a paralytic and said to be fechle In
mind, still lives and Is cared for by his daugh-
ter, Matilda, in Brooklyn, His conditlon {8 such
that he can make no change in the real estate
sltuation affecting the property. Hesides, hav-
ing conveved the property to his wife, and she
being dead, Mr. Stevenson could do nothing In
the case.

The most valuable corner in this city, outside
of Wall-st., Is supposed to be that bounded
by Fifth-ave, Hroadway and Twenty-third-st,
Aside from the Cumberland Bullding, which oe-
cuples the southern part of this plot, the tand is
covered with one-story and twostory modern
structures,

Exclusive of the Cumberland property, the
plot 18 owned by Ainos R, Eno. It 1= =aid that
Amos F. Eno, his gon, who has charge of his
father's real estate nterests, fairly lnughed at
the late Austin Corbin when he offered 3H00,000
for it. The plot is two feet in Twenty-third-st.,
140,60 feet In Broadway, 1324 feet in the avennse
and 08 feet from Broadway to the avenue at the
Cumberiand line, This gives over 400 square
feet. Mr. Eno s said to recelve SE5,MN an-
nual rental from this property, or it per cent
on SLINKLODN. This would be at the rate of more
than $250 a square foot,

.
DENIZENS OF THE WOOD LOVE HIM

A VIRGINIA MOUNTAINEER WHO SUMMONS
AT HIS WILL SNAKDS, BQUIRRELS AND
WILD BIRDS,

Rockhridge, Alum Bprings, Vi., 8ept 5—If Kipling
wera here he would write of another and slderly
Mowgll, local genlua of this green valley, with lis
corilon of hilla and outlying rocky summits, Thomas
Hostetter 15 his name, and hls age is absolutely un-
eertiln, He thinks he {3 about cighty-five years
old. The wrinkles on his br 1 face rival In num-
ber and complexity mummy. His

thosa

v lives somewheara
i several miles

amid the crags and blackberry bu
to the north of this place, in the neighborhood of
Colllerstown, V.

He suddenly appeired here the other morning with
l-fingered and time-worn flddle slung over his

A We

shou , and a huge kohinoor of an alum damond
tn hiz hand, He sald he pald $10 for his violin ever
&0 many years ago In lLexingien, He seemed eofi-
filent of the value of the gem, which only giern
necessity compalled o sacrifice for §1, and which
the writer bought {ig him out
He sild hls wife 1 Were

attercd, o hagd
unversed

Lever been 10 a
n knowledge of

all married or s

city and was absoiniely

any life byt one of the derp wood, with lis
multitude of slient tres,  Thelr habits and
language Wers an op k to him.

The old man had [ rable letle packages of
rat: she rattles stuck Inio every cancelvable re-
ceptacia of his clothing. It scemed that the snakes

had coine to regard lim witholt animosity, He had
an insight Into thilr hablis and when he
t see them with wornout eyes he simply
st down on a log and begulled them out of the
nooks and or l¢s to his feet.. He had no Hindoo
spomtom” wherewith to chinrm the stakes, nml up-

parently exerted no influenci: upon them other than
that which close sympathy aiways be s. Doulitivas
they hud learnéd to regard him mueh in the light
of & soreiy overgrown nnd distorted Lirother.

The writer came across him one dewy morning
peated crosswise on oa o with a six-foot ratiler

eoiivd contented]y at his feet. Not untll the strangor
appearcd on the scene Jdid that flekering tongue pro-
trude or those angry eyes giliter. The two secied
to he simply enjoying & quiet wood-talk as the claw-
ko hand of the man siraked down the dinmond
patehes on the snake's shiny back,. Hostetter ap-
parently did not think this situation ot all out of the
common,  He hid Known rattlespakes noid black-
gnakes aml m 18 80 long and so Intlmately 1hat
:m}'_h Hs 0l s¢ ¢ betweon him and the reptiles
would nave seemed striange to hlm. S0 pawerful was
his mn.,. noe over the coled serpent at hils feet :rm'-
ttie further endearment evel reconeilod the snake
! writer's progence nt g rensonal k " :
When in the woods at night Hostete
by the s:x}]u ul"‘x convenlent fallen tr
unusad thing for him to wake up tn the morning ane
Itnd o polsonous reptile slumb -Ijm: lln-iu-:.l. :;n':u.' :I:,wl
or warmed | docp sleep on his body,  He sald that
the acksniakes in the mountaln mealows iln-ru.;h\
coll themselves around the logs of cows and milk
them, and that the cows actually grow fond of this
i@nlu.uuml milking and come to the swme =pot in the
:artl:ulf%‘vr"am day at the same hour and low for the
“ttering an inartleulate sound, midway between a
l}:‘.[n,:!::h.-’-]:j a groun, Hostetter sent the snike Into the
“Lat me seo you bring n squireel Into your lap.™
He ant down an the spreling roots of ;;]nn
tree o goave wtteranes 1o o soldoed chorue nf
chirrups nnd squeaks In minor keys, and soon the
waood seemed to be Bled with the pattering of
11”]‘_‘ feat, and the queer old man beeame the
motionless centre of o cluster of lushy brown rmd'
gray squirrels. They raced up and down his legs
and arms, saiffed ot the opening of his bulel :
puckets, and only avolded the smoke of his thg
Again, with a sound half inartlealnte and o |r-:]"r'
grature, he dismissod the nimble-footed 1|||‘,.m‘ll 2
:w'-m vad call the wilidl turkeys, Hostetrer 7" .
The old man seated himself seain with J']:t bk
1o 6 tree, and the writer wandered off Into T‘ha- don
shadows, Bearcely wis this done before o Gamill |:lr
tgahble, goht was heard, and then aftep tibr-
minutes’ silenee the notes were repea ted At -‘-*
ennpped and soon throush the laves tThe }wn:ly 4-“‘.?5
of i Wikl turkey peered with hanging comb and .Im\-
foot Itfeed. A noow UEoblib gobhle,” and r}‘-
:"}l\'l'k ]-II.LMIill nnd the stately hird :»H'lilf:'ri lHI‘u--‘“I;v
o o place beside the old man and s 3 y
blinking Into his face : KIEEArES Without

THICK MONS m'm:.\' THE tOLD.

From Tha Los Angeles 1Horald
W. Bam Clark, an old resident of
County, al, who went 1o Aluska A!::r:lr’.ﬂ::
months ago o search of o fortune, made o touy .',f
that country, and hns gent o report to his fri is
Hoe tells of the great suffering among the men, and
how they long to come home wpuld not én-
courages any one to come to Alaska this year,' siys
Mr. Clark. “This Iand of gloclers has s surfiu
tubhed and scoured nnd s golden feeod seitts
unttl every stream and brook will show C‘color
hence the ery that all Alaski 5 gaold, and the menal
{5 1o he foupd from the grass roots down, bBut not
in quantities that will pay to work, except in o fow
localities. When the quartz veins of the country
are found and the gold Lelt dlgeoversd and marked
ot the maps, then it will be time enough for men
from clvllzed parts to come and locate thelr small
twenty acres in this vast land  The moss hlanket
in ploees meveral feet thick, will hide for years (o
come from the prying eye of the miner its golden
color. There |5 room for nll, but gold for few. ™
et e

A rival to the old ludy who lately recelved u gift
from the Queen for helng the mother at seven s
Alers has been found ot Old Southgat s, near Lo
fdon. She 18 Mra. Bkents, whose six sons have ail
Aone gomd service ns polleemen, George has bheen
twenty-rine yours in 1;i-- clity foree, Caleb wenty-
kix yvenrs, Henry twenty-flve, Flen twenty-five, Ton
twontv-four, all In the Metropolftan FPollee; and
John twenty-four years In the Borkshire Constato-
lory. Itén and Tom have in addition served in the
army. Thelr only slater, afrald, perhaps, of seem-
tng slnpular, was marrled to a pollcepan. The old
?{ul: herself 18 elghty-two years old.—(London

CWA,

| fully clear every movement of the

| they eame into eaptivity.

AQUARIUM NEARLY REA DY.

OLD CASTLE GARDEN'S DOORS 10 OPEN
AGAIN IN THREE MONTHS.

QUEER VARIETIES OF SEA LIFE FORR THE PURLIE
TO GAZE UPON—LOOKING FOIL A
WHITHE WHALE

The hig, round Willding that stands on the Narth
River side of Battery Park, Castle Garden, of alil the
immigrant’s door to the New Warld, for months has
given little outward token of the changes that were
golng on Inside Its dun and forbldding wals The
New-York publle knew In a way that it wis helng
transformed fnto an agquarium, and has been kept In-
formed from time to time of the unpleasantly numer-
ous delays thiat hiave so protracted the completion of
the undertaking. The plans for the Aquariom began
in 1842, and the publie ls prone to lode nterest, to
great extent, In any enterprise thot takes nearly as
long as it does to bulld a modern cathedral, But the
Aquarium Is fast approaching its long-deferred com-
pletlon. The contracis for the last considerabla plece
of work have recently been glven out, and Dr. C-H,
flean sald a few days ago that If no more unforesesn
and vexatious delnys porurred to biock his plans the
Aquarium would be opened to the publle In about
thres months.

A HIGH AND AIRY STRUCTUREL

A Tribune reporter last week visited the bullding
that wiil In all probalility hecome one of the show
places of the city. Thus far nobody has been ad-
mitted except workmen and those who have special
permits. But notwithstanding this fact, the Interior
of the Aquarium already presents a falrly finlshed
aspect. The detulls of the plans have been published
many times, so that all that is necessary here Is to
glve some ldea of how the plwee impresses one nnd
how Ita arrangements have hesn adapted for securing
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INTERIOR

the hest resilts from the point of view bhoth af the
selentlst and the general sight-aeaing publie T hae
first lmnpression one receives is of the helght amd airl
ness of the stroeture Naothing Intervencs 1o break
this effiect between the foor and the dome. The lheht
15 2o wimitted us to be diffused as much 08 possible
imstead of allowing It to full directly from the win-
dows. In the centre of the pavement {s the hlg pool,
In which the water Is nearly six fost deep. The
amount of water it holds exrends that contidned in
the whole gilt water exhibit at the World's Fair. 1t
amounts to gomethlng lke sn.000 cuble feet, A round
the big pool are gmaller pools of various sizes, Nons
of these pools are coversd, and a8 the water {5 beaut!-
fish can be dig-

tinetly seen by the observer

Around about the slles of the hull are placed
the smull tanks, scarcely large onough 1o be
called anything more than cases Three sides of
these cases are tiling, but the fourth, of course
the one foward the spectator, Is of gluss. ‘The
surface of the water In these coses is above the
hends of the people on the floor, 80 that one ex-
perienees rather @ queer sensation in Igoking up
at the surfaee of the Witer quite ns If one wers
really in it, save that one s porfectly dry. The
upper  Egallery  ta ks hove vot beenn Dbullt
fia work ts the lnst to he done 1t will prohabiy
b two months hefora It is finishod, and the re-
malning month before Dr. Bean plans to open the
bullding 1o the public will be de volind 1o perfecting
e Interlor structure,

nut

muny small detalls of 1!
MANY FISH IN THE FOOLS ALREADY

Notwithstanding the fant that the Aquurium s
not yet open, It hos alrendy lidd tn o good part
of Its stock of attractions, Al the present time
thera are in the pools, large and smull, about
forty-five different Kinds of fsh, All of thiese are
of the sort to he found in our own waters In
fiet, most of them were taken no further awiy
than Sheenshead Ray  They seem to thrive well
in thelr artiticin] home, and every effort Is miula
to mnke the conditlons that surround them as
much as possible ke those they enjoved before
The water for the salt-
water flah 1s taken from a well sunk under the
tuilding. Whep Dir. Bean proposed this method of
securing o salt-wiater supply It was thought 1o e
tmpracticable by many who gave thelr attention
to the problem; but the success of the enterprise
hans abundantly fustified the risk that was taken
at first. Ome thing, however, has to be exeluded
from big tanks Thera can be no sand bottoms,

BOME ODD LOOKING FISH

becnuse, f they were nllowed, it would not
long before the plpes wonld be so choked as to bhe
nbanlutely useless,  In other things it s attempted
to provide such a bottom as the fish are most
fond of In nature, The result s what an Irlsh-
man might call some pretty “marine landscapes '
The witer In all the tanks I8 kept constantly
vhunging, fresh water running In at one end as fast
ds the stale runs out at the oth

Perhops the most showy flsh just now In the big
pool I8 a young shnrk. He l2 o beauty, about four
feet long, but he i not of the man-eating varie:y
He has 4 mate who 18 not quite as big as himsels
but who Is getiing there rapidiy.  Dr. Bean 18 [I|UI:
ning to get o white whale Inter on, but it = somewhiat
difffeult to capture them, as (hey are selilom or
never found In the waters of this ellmite, Next to
the sharks, perhaps, the most interesting specimens
in the big pool at present are severs| weakfish, The
inteérest atiaching to them i5 of a selentific charane-
ter for the most part, although they are pleasing 1o
lonk at. Tt seems that! wonkfAsh are extren
tive ereatures, and that unth Iw. HBean su
accomplishing the it they had o
aldve n captivity throughout a winter.
thoge now In the Aquarinm, however, survived the
:'.;;‘-rn of last winter, and are very lvely fish just
10w,
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CAME ALONG UNINVITED

One of the most pecullar marine ereatures In the
whaole collectlon 1s one who was nelther Invited nor
desired to Joln the happy famlily. Me ls o good-
wized ecl, and one fine morning he appenred in the
tank wherein disport themselves two or three dozen
big plekerel, Thercupon an investigation followed,
bt nobedy nbout the Aguartum could be hrought
to admit having put the eel In the tank. Phe only
conclusion possible was that he ecame In through
the water pipe. He was small enough to ...-unm',.};fn
this at the time, and, of course, he wis small enough
1o got out again, too, Put he didn't, and before hws
avalled himeelf of his privilege he grew so blg that
he had to stay, whether or no. And as nobody ab-
Jected to his presence, there he ls to-day.

f:tlln-ru ;-I’ the \’urh-ﬂ:-l n;\ exhibition are the bass
wreh  of  many sorts, landlocked  salm :
rout, puft flsh, and the stropge un:{ u:ll‘fr ;:‘1‘1‘:
robins, so-called on nccount of thelr color and the
fins, that look something lke wings.. There are

many varletles, about forty-five in all and, be-
Ses (ohaters thet have spent most of thelr young
and fender Hves in the Aquarium. Thmdl e
seversl Kinds of erabs that travel In any rﬂ.“u
with faellity, Of these the hermit crahs ‘er:lb s
to please the crowds most. The hermit
the monkey of the Aqunrium. Many 0
ereatires have been In the Aquarium for
time, some of them more than two years. e
tions are constantly being made, thn'qf m
the bullding 1s opened, alout the middle Ige'-
comber, Dr, Bean expects to have about elghty
dlfferent varieties to show the people who have
teen wilting 2o long tn ses them. In the waters
thot wush our own coasts there are wild to be
more than one hundred different kinda of fish,

In any reference to the marine creatures that
are to find thelr homes in the tanks of old Castle
Garden, ane should not forget to make mentlon of
the horseshoe crabs and the srilllos."" These two
ate the scivengers of the Aquarium. The hig
criha nre in the large pool, and, maving constant
over the hottom, they keep it as clean as 1F At
were polished every day. In the smaller tanks the
wkillfes” perform o lke service.

It 15 safe to #ay that when the Aquarium fs at
Inpt opened Hx patronage will be great.
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A MILITARY JOKE.

S1GNOR CRISPT A8 DRAWN BY AN ALPINE
SENTINEL.

The fumous statesioan of Ttaly who has shared
with Hismarck and Gladstone the dubious distine-
tlon of belng so frequently earieatured that bhooks
hisve been made on the subject, with hundreds upon
hundreds of 1lustrations, might have comforted
himssif with the reflection that once he hd retieed
from the stage of publle affalrs he would be let
alone by the artists, But the features of "Cleelo™
contitte to erop out In the most unexpected places
in the eddest way Having censed to provide the
pletorial journalists of Rome with material, for &
while, the ex-FPrime Minister of {taly has becoine
the ohject of an Alpine sollier's satire. Our [ILFES
tration shows hig appearance a8 he swings fitfully,
in zine, at the top of n great post erscted on the

hese
n lonr
Addl-

THE  AQUARITM.

Praneo-Ttalinn frontier. The solliers in those remote
stations have lrtle to do, and not long since one of
them, on the French side of the border, produced
the sllhouette of our ecut. It is a ludicrous thing,
bt very clever. It i= striking in ftself. It |5 also
amusing ds the work of a pecullarly situnted sol-
dier,

Tha ttle “postes” of the frontler are In imost
cases statfoned far up nmong the mountalne, away
from the villages, Thero the saldiers [jve n monoto-

A FUNNY FRONTIER POST,
nous existence ln primitive dweliings and with fewof
the eomtorts that usually go with even the severest
barrack life of a large town. Thely cabins are de-
gepibed ge resembling & man-of-war in the arrange-
ment of the bunks, The Ttallans rub along on the
tatlidost of accommodations, their shelters being as
tiare a8 the rocks amid which they are plased, The
Prenchmen are a little more ingenlous in modify-
g the hord conditions of thelr Hife, But upon
both sides there s Hetle upon which the men can
wronk themselves: they wateh each other across
the Hne with o vigllanee thiat has been Keen ever
sitee ths establishiment of the Triple Alllance, and
when this grows tedious they play Jokes upon one
ntwother in the veln Indicated by the zine portradt
of Signor Crispl. The effect of this outlandish fag,

turniny slowly about on jts staff in the chill Alpine
hiris s original enomgh, Such o stundard would
he the laxt thing the traveller would expoect 1o see

Hung out against the clear blue sky. He might
think It an annoyanes, & Blot upon an otherwise
herofe Tandsenpe,  But the soidlers, even those who
are the countrymen of Crispl, shout with glee over
the thing, They vote the clever Fronchman a man
of gentus and o benefuctor of thelr Isolated Nttle
COMmiHiny.

T P ——
TMPROVED METHOD OF ELECTRO-PLATING,

From The London Standard,

An Invention which promises to be of great im-
Furl.mr o to the electro-plating trade has been
wought to our knowledge by Messrs. A, 8. 8mith
& Sons, Walsall, Hitherto articles on which a de-
postt of metal s destred have had to be suspended
in the electrolyte by menns of wires, and after re-
madning in the solution for a stated time they have
been taken out oo il or unpelished condition,
and subjected to another process for pollshing or
burnishing them. By this invention, 1t s elalmed,
wirlme is done away with, and no “"moppers" (pol-
Iaher=1 are redquired, Whit thls means as n savin
In the cost of plating any practleal ater wii
understund, In addition to this, It 12 stated, three
1o four times the amount of work can be turned
ot In the same time as heretn n,

T'hee system, we underatamd, has been in operation
In, Mes=r=. Smith & Sons' workshop for the last
seven or elght months,  One important advantage
I# thit no interference with the existing purrange-
ments of vars, solutlons or dynamos is Involved,
hred extrn Is shafting o be plisced
) . for the purpose of supplyving motive
power,  The process |4 not sultable *‘nr the pluting
of such artieles as teapots, trays, art work and the
ke, Lut as regards 55 per cent of all plateable
pretleles, we are informed, whether the deposition re.
quired 15 of nlckel, copper, brass, tin or zine, a
perfactly bright and lustrous surface s given, with
a thicker, more molleable amd more Insting deposit
::mn heretofors by means of the apparatus in gues-

0N,

The artleles are placed in large quantities jy
revolving hollow -.umuIn--r-—thes‘fr-*l?mlly I!\rria‘ l:
no lmit to the quantity, but practically It may be
found advisable not (0 have more than 8 or 100
pounds at a time—and this contalner 8 suspended
or supported within the eleetrolytle bath, and dur-
ing the time the deposition s taking place i sub-
Jeeted to o rotary movement varyving from fifteen
to ffty revolutions per minute, The contalner, which
I mounted centrally upon a long, insulnted metal
gleeve, s muide of non-conducting material, and its
wills are perforated in such a way as to allow
the fluid ro clrealate freely through it, and to act
upon the work contalned therein, The sleeve, with
the container carrted by it, Is fAxed to a contral
metal rod or box, supported by metallle bearing
htackets, elothed in wood or other suitable Insu-
Lnting moterial, and fitted ae equl-distant polnts in
Its length with copper contact arms.  These latter
are mounted o sueh 4 manner as to always be in
intimate contuet with the articles placed in the
contidner, acting as chunnels for the passage of the
electrie current to the negativa pole of the gen-
o
e anodea dor positive  terminals) are slung
upon thelr supporting rods around the Inslde walls
of tho vat in the ordinary manneér, or in rows to get
. e the case may require, so
pothing in the intecior of the container
t ] with theé continued rolling m
of the artic The electric
i nent through the solution and biack to the gener-
ator by meéans of (f irticles Meing plat (the
eathodes) through the contact arms or thelr equiv-
alents, and thence through the sleove and the In-
sulited rod or bar to the negative pole of the gen-
erntor.  Messrs. Smith do not elaim for the In-
venitlon that It does away with the processes pre-
paratory to ovdinary plating, To get good results
the work hias to be prepared at least as carefully
s It vsed to be under the old system, and the more
careful this preparation the better are the results
The invention i provisionally protected, and ap-
pllcation has been mude for full letters patent
mide In all the principal countries of the world.

SELLING - TO THE CROWD,

A DISCOURSE ON THE GENTLE ART gp
AUCTIONEERING.

A VETERAN OF THE ROSTRUM TELLS How )
ESTIMATES FOR OWNERS AND "KNOCKS gy
DOWN" TO HOUSEKEEPERS AND OF Tug
MANY TRICKS OF THE TRADE
Thera 18 an adroit art fe auctioncering and

when it comes to getting rid of a large ..u:,*
second-hand furniture at a public bidding )l gy
cunning of the fox and the sagacity of the Yoy e
needed by the auctlonesr to conduct his saly g
successful |ssue. Then, too, however  bright ':
surtloneer may nuturally be, it takes jong yeary
of experience for him to master his fleld of worl
and to heeome so rkilled as to be able to aveld gy
many pitfalls tefore him,

The best-knoan furniture aictioneer in this efyy
Is Captain Edward B. Wilkins, who 15 one of a
famous family of auctioneers of that nome. Mgy,
ris Wilkins, his brothger, of B 1L Ludlow & o, g
generally known as the oldest real estute “"'—ll:n-
ter in New-York. Phillp R Wilkins, anothey
brother, now dead, wos another well-known erjep
of, “What um [ offered™" and, “Lost call—-sgjd»
He was o member of the firm of A H, Muller
P. R Wikins & Co. Captaln Wilkins earnsd his
title as w sea captoln. As he puts i, he was fa.
miliar with all the ports of the world, and had
anchored everywhere  except  around the Nopth
Pole. Twenty-fiva years ago he alundoned the
sea, after thirty-throe yoeurs of life on the warve,
and began his career as an auctlonecr with E |,
Ludiow & (‘o. He is now well beyind threeseory

years akml ten, but ho is as Hyely crivket mad
a8 cheery ns one of Cheeryble Brothers
SOME SALES OF TIE PAST

“C"an I tell you something about furniture gy
tioneering ™" replled Caprain Wilkin L (uestion
the other day, ns he puused in the abandonsd cops

ridor of the St Jumes Hotel, whors Bo wos arring-
Ing for the sale of the furnlture of tamous
old hostlery, I think.,'" he went cn, ax he took g
sent on a dust-coversd sofn, 1 car il you mory
about It than any man i New-Y I have been
at At for tweptyefive years J think of the
hotels whose furniture [ have sold out! There
was the U'nlon Squire Hotel, of whileh Andrew J,
Dnm was proprictor, Then there wis tie Metrg.

politan Hotel, ard the Southern Hotel, in Copr-

andt=st, betwen Hroadway and Churci-st, south
side. T also sold out the Wineheater, It Hroudway,
past side, at about Thirty-third-s Then there

was the Hotel Maurlee, where the Scvmour Balld.
Ing now stands, at Fifth-ave and Forty -second-st,
I conducted the sale also the New-York Hotel

two yeara ugo lust spring, and th v articly
misalng out of the whole sule was & puir of lae
curtalns sold at ¥ cents

“Then there have beon big private silos which |
have conducted. There was the Nathuriel Gris-

wold sule ut Fifth-nve, and Thirty-four
then there wus the Carey sale at Madlsofi-i
Thirty-fourth-st. At the Almon T, Grisws
I sold @ statue of Zrnobla, by Miss Tlos
Mrs. A. T. Stewart not long before her death They
sent a truckman to get it and the foonl piut & crows
bar under the foot and broke it off. [ 1d il
you of many big sales for private persons, but Ule
is too short,
HOW THE CROWD IS
“1 want to tell you onue thing,
never lose anything  That pale of luce curtains b8

HANDLED.

young man. 3

the only thing 1 recall that 1 ever missed How
do 1 manage it? Well, take It here in this fatel
gale, for instance. 1 go to the top o d work Gown.
I putt @ numbered tab on evervining, friom Sa i
up. 1 mensure each onrpet wnd prat o tial on M. I
measure the hall carpsts and tab them When the
wile comes off everything that is taken s
checkod with u porter's check, so that §f ing
t5 misslng It can be triuced to the p srtiey parter
who touk It away. Not s plece of furnit be
tuken from the hotel without its elieck [ 8,
4 catalogue §s made up, and evervthicg, when

sold, 1s checked off on that
“How dp 1 handle o crowd of bidders whivn the
sale 1x on? Well, 1 know pretty tearly who the
dealers are a1 rho are the houseReug . 1 give
HE giuinest the dvaers

the housekeen
every time  The housek
of the trade. Thu dealers ar
tricks? Bless you, there is noe . nd of
Captain Wikins paused mun
where (o begin,
horn poszibiy of his thi
on deep waters, he fairi
belleve 1t? 1 have known dealers to com
with u ot of oukum in their pockets or 1e
clathes, und then sit & halr mattress hete and them
with 4 knife und then stuft the oakum into &
Honsekesprrs are Jooking out for halr matiross
They bid on this parthular mattress and the
goes up beyond what the denier wants to pa
mattress {8 knockel down at a falr price,
this congclendeloss scoundrel, or poz=ihl
one of them who are in the job, will
oakum and, hoiding it up, will excla
call this a halr matiress?  OF cours
sdle and the mattress his 1o be
f*an such things be? Well, esarti
me. | would expose the Jol
it. Why, such deaiers will 3
anil then pref

pot up to tricks
What sorts of
them,”
s It

of a clock, hide It
i imperfect. You have seen thus \
at the shle? Well, these ]

sida of the bedstead wh--;‘r the =
It will look broken and they can
5008

TRICKS PLAYED ON THE AUCTIONEER.

“Are jobs ever put up on the auc r hy the
dealers? No end of them! r 4 nume
ber of dealers to look over t ip theie
minds what they want. Th a4 BTOR
shop around the corier and 15 ’

They agree, of course, that 1l

or ihe chanees of the others »
“Cup you brealh up such a o ymhination®™ L

Wilking was asked,

“Certainly,” was the te

“How "

“Run ‘em.”’

Thiz “run ‘em' I8 4 Ereat tes
shrewdness, Captain WU x
way: “Instead of allowing
ought to bring $# o beain
19 oir 15 cents, which woubi
my time and mike the artic
it onght to bring, I eail out
and by that pime a legitim
Then my task in that line «0d
ding will go along all right
why then the artiele wil b

Captain Wilkins has n
auctioneers who take a
mission and expenses, w
honest, they can't do it
10 per eent, or Tl per oon
sales. O the 3 per cent oor
Wilkins sald: “If they make
got to do It some other may
How? Well, suppose they has
and pay them $2 a day, The ox
$3 a day, A carpel may mea st
put down as elghty-five yarls
vards of carpeting lnlnm'h hallint

rse tepl)

1 took the sale on S e § o
change from 20 to 175 ) v i J;TI. : ‘I-.'.}‘T.:
In the catalogue. OF supposs pe ure te 0 FRAES &)
$40, and 1 uiter my hook to maks ir g2 & 5 il
this could be datected If the hotel ji e He ;” )

an expert on the matier 1o Wil h
clare that the yases were sold al
$20 each, oto. Have s

“Now, when | started out to = i
auction, ol Mr. Ludlow said to et Rggt
put yourself in the owners pllce S e phece 0
vou ean. 1€ anything L= wrong Wi G Lo g g

furniture, tell it out’ And =o 1 de
broken leg, 1 tell ‘em.”

NEVER WAS HRIBED

Captain Wilkins s proud of the
never recelved a dollar from a dealer

fact that he
At loust he

did only onve. This s how it hapgwe il ¢ man
gave me a roll of bills early In my carot A a0
¥ t, awall=

auctloneer, 1 put the roll in my vest
1vwn At

fng developments. A mirror wis Knocks d d

u" oW pril!o The dea who had not mide Iin
finnl bl cxlled out: “That was= my hig: 1 rep T
hotly: ‘No, It was not your bid, Hug this 14 Yo
roll” of bills which sou gave me Here's yO

money.' 1 gave him back the roll, It contain

25 He got out”

L‘I‘ht- v-ﬁr-r:-hh- avetloneer mused a moment l"g
then started up, sayving: U1 have hesn .-:\.Iﬂi”
thief and a Har over many a asale e o

woman onee eame to me amd satd: "You charged
me 30 cents apiece for those pillows. anil 1 bid ;‘:
the whole lot' 1 knew better, Then 1 got t!‘
shief’ and Cliar’ part of the busingss Suill. the
can't cateh me. T never hid a sale o back on “;n
and 1 can tell you one thing'' amd the -w;:h

rose nhruptly from his seat and stood as !"t"'h‘“t

as an arrow as he concluded in this waj
no friends at n sule ™

A FLOWER THAT CLOSES RIVERS,
From The New-Orleans Times-Iwmocrat

The water hyacinth continues 1o grow in vieer
yacinth continues ;"a“r o thern

and numbers.” Sareely a st = :
Loulsinna but s beset with these heiutitul [""'r.
sitex, and thelr everdncreasing proporiions 'bi
raplidly assuming a serlous phase Many of tk‘
biayous of the Atehatalaya Husin have become ?l iy
with the plants, and the lakes ar Imost ent l';“
covered with them.  So dense are yussees t o+
boats of considerable slze find It tmpossible
Atchafalays

make progress in the stregms, and the
River itself f« dotted constantly wit!
ands of the wonderfully prolifle hy
police jury of Terrebonne Parish
approprintion to secure the servicd

floating o
sinth

1tly made AR
of n wtead=

at to mnke trips up and Jdewn Terre e
Dayou, ko as to prevent the stream belng choked -4
entirely. Bayou Teche ls infested also, und pre

of that see*

tically every one of the watercoirses
tion of the State are heing clogged with the

vinth, ™
If the salt water does pot ascend the streams

question and kil the myriad of plants, the o

will demand the attention of the Government Illg

neers and appropriations will be nebessary 10

move the incubus.  From Florida alse comes

of the plant, and it 1s sald that the utrrm::a

linkes of the Peninsuln Stute nre belng ol

the rapld growth of the parasites i qnestﬁ

et but a few years ago t were unknow
8 Infected. " g




