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LITERARY NOTES.

Lord Roberta's fascinating book on India, lately
feviewed In these columns, has run into several
editions In England within a fortnight of publi-
catton.

Mrs. Hungerford—"The Duchess"—whose death
has just been reported, left the completed manu-
seript of a new novel.  This  story, entitled

“Lovice,” will soon be published. There wis In ¢

*“The Duchess's" dinlogiie a certain winning fresh-
‘ness, as of huppy and buoyant youth, aud she had
Aalso n pleasnnt knuck of setting forth the agree-
able follles of young love, “Molly Bawn" Is. In I's
way, a charming little book; it was this author's
first story, and It remains her hest one Her chur-
actoristic Mterary veln wns one that Is as cuglly
exhausted as |2 the Moy dew on a dalsy.

An Englizh wvisitor in Christlanla, who hos heen
pgeelng a good des! of the misanthrople Theen, says
that that gentleman was soured by early derlgion
of his work, nnid that his domestic life has not
been a happy one, This visitor added that Thaen
8, "as Norweglan clrcumsiances go, o rich man
to-day, and iz held to be worth between 200,000 nnid
200,000 kronere: hut thizs morey has come too late
to compens=ate him for the r 1 privations of his
youth and middle age. 8o there s Httle joy In his
Hfe, except what may be derfved from creature
comforts and constant siudy, He is a grest reades
of the German philosophers, and told me of his par-
tieular dellight In Kant. °1 read him first as a
duty,' he sald, vl afterward as a pleasure” s
only relaxation ajpears to be to spend n hour
twiee a day wt the Grand Hotel, and to read the
papers, with s glass of aqua yitie on his right hand
'‘and a glass of beer on his left, from which, as he
reads, he takes alternate slps.  He spends one
hour a day in perambulating the streets, clad in
binck, professtonal broadeloth, with his tall hat
tiited back on his headd. The rest of his day Is
epent in absolute seclusion In his house in Vie-
torin Terrace, where visitors are rarely, If ever,
sdmitted. 1le i never seen at the theatre, or In
poclety, ar at any place of entertalnment, He is
rarely seen in any man's company. It s a dismal
and depressing life in a town which at its best is
pot & cheerful one. Questioned as to what were
his views on ‘the woman question,’ he asseverated
that he ‘was in favor of nothing. HHe suggested
po remedics. His plays were not doctrinary. They
describad life as he saw 1" "

That clever periodical, “Life,” !s unconsclously
funny in {ta ignorance of the fact that Elizabeth
Btuart Phelps has, upon occasion, diaplayed a very
keen and delightful sense of Lhumor—notably in a
certain book called “An Old Maid's Paradise” If
“Life's" reviswer has never seen that attractive
sketch of existence In New-Engiand he should be
come acqualnted with it at once, Puelvir, hy-the-
‘way, is much truer to life than is that other hand-
malden of fiction, Pomona,

It is sald that the price per copy of the first edi-
:ﬂoﬂ of Queen Victoria's “Life" (now fn course of
revision by her) iz to be $ or 80 Her Majesty
ought to make a comfortahle sum out of the book
at that rate,

, The current Instalment of Du Maurler's “Mar-
tian" has some passages concerning the hero’s loss
of an eye which are doubly pathetie to the reader
_who remembers that the author was In llke evil
tca.w. and that these passages are instinct with a
sorrow once cruelly real

In the March “Harper,” we are told, appears the
fntervention of the Inhabitant of Mars from which
the novel takes lts name

One of the oddest things In connection with the
“new" movement in hook-writing and book-publish-
4ng Is the fantasticality which s affected by the
Idesigners of book covers, We are remisded of this
by the new volume of storles recently published for
Mirs Julia Magruder by Herbert Stone & Co, under
the title of “"Miss Ayr, of Virginia." The volume s
‘of a convenlent formg and Is beautifully printed on
an artistie paper. But the cover 18 & mast absurd
affair, upon which trees wigch are not trees figure
Iin spertacular array. [If thiz were an fsolated ex-
jample of “art" gone wrong it would not be notied.
‘But It s a commnon occurrence nowadays 1o ses
boock covers which do not even pretend to the
character of bindings. They are eccentric, sonsa-
uomn anvthing but {ndicative of a taste for the
'hnnk binder's art. The publishers will do every-
thing chat publishers could do to make their bouks
WAttractive, and then they will go ignominlously to
pleces in the preparation of the cover.

The nineteenth and twentieth volumes of “Scrib-
ner's Magazine” have just appeared, presenting In
'compact form the twelve numbers of the periodi-
cal for 18, They mark the termination of a
(decade during which the editors und publishers
have developed the monthly Into one of the most
‘necessary and satlsfuctory miscellanles we have
‘Two forces have been behind that development.
{In the first place, “Scritiner’s” has been constantly
Un the wvan, providing {ts readers with an
ipbundance of purely WMerary contributions, bt
gtill more with a quantity of thoroughly contem-
poraneous papers. For cxample, the magazine hns
tprinted “The History of the List Quarter-Century
jin the United Statee” by President B Renjamin
1Andrews. This kuleldoscople norrative has been
lof much Interest, giving 4 survey of certuln pas-
isages in our history which hag not been obtaln-
able In any other form Thoen there have lwen
articles lke Mr. Ridgeley's omedies of a on-
sulate,” which have shed necded Hght on subjects
of present Interest, nnd st the same time they
save been vastly amusing. In fact, “Scribmer’s'”
“h. 3 Inereasced through every one of 1's ten yuears
of cxistence In the quality of a periocleal appeal-
Ing to a popular audience. 1t has mingled, with a
Judgment not st all frequent dn the unnals of Hlus-
trated journallem, the siyle of ephen v things
with that of permanent and seriously in=tructive
topics.

115 second clalm upon publle appreciation les in
fts artistie characier. Not only has it printed a
large number of valuahle essnys upon art sub-
Jects, of which these latest volumes contaln a
generous shave, hut 1t has ralsed 1ts iHustrations
to a plane of almost invariable excellence. When
the magazine was first brought out the pletures
'wrn disappointing. Now they are among the
best printed anywhere. We think the name of
Mr. Jaccacl ouglit 1o be mentloned here. He has
shown remarkalle cathollelty and taste. Turning
his bal:.'upon academie theorles, he has secured
for the magazine {Hustrntiens which are not only
artistie but which speak of the very latest and
freshest ldeas in current art. The decorative lis-
trations made by Mr. Herford for a story of Ken-
neth Grahame's, and printed In coluge, bear this
out with specinl force. They atre entirely uncon-
ventional, and in that they typify the bulk of the
ipletorial matter reproduced in  the magazine.
“Seoribner’s” has won Its way through a healthy
refusal to be conventionul, and there seoems every
reason 1o believe that its continuance of this policy
will confirm it more and more in the strong posi-
tlon which it occuples 1o-day.
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