
tbe development of the old etocklng frame,
which was Invented hy an English clergyman
during the time of Queen Elizabeth. The In¬
ventor took his 'frame.' so the story runs, to
the Queen, but she *ave him no encouragement,
and he went to France. There he met with fa¬
vor and prospered. From that time on dozens

of Inventors devoted their time and talents to

the task of building a lace-maklng machine.

Finally a man in Nottingham did succeed In

building a machine that proved of practical
value. After that the advance waa rapid, and
for years the masters -if the industry In Not¬

tingham enjoyed a monopoly. In fact, lt was

not until eleven years ago that a few Ameri¬
cans decided to build a mill and bring over a

few of the curtain-making machines. They built
their mill near Fordham. N. Y., and put up

three machines, each of which cost about $6,000.
"The experiment proved successful, and a

number of other plants were constructed At

present there uro mills at Tarlffvlile, N. J.,
Paichoguc. Long Island. Philadelphia, tVllkes-

barre. Fenn.: Scranton, Fenn.: Columbia, Penn.,
and Nottingham. Tex. lt is a difficult task to

give a detailed description of one of those ma¬

chines. Sufflc* to say that lt ls a heavy and

Cumbersome structure of Iron and steel, yet
the mechanism ls very delhate and compli¬
cated. The capacity of a machine ls, ol course,

limited to Its -size and strength, but <>n an av¬

erage each machine, provided it is run night
and day. will turn out _,i. ni j.alr of curtains

every- twenty-four hours. The workmen who
are in charge of thSSS machines are called
'twist hands' and earn $28 a week. There ls a

deal of preliminary w,,rk to bs done before the

machines are called Into use. Probably the
most Important part of the process ls the 'pat¬
terning.' By that l m.-an tiie preparation of
the pattern, or design, for the curtain.
"First of ail. sn a'tlst submits a design, and

these designs are only valuable when they can
be treated bj ihe draughtsmen, who, in tum,
trust sdapt them lo tl.- gauge of the machine,
and draught ile rn so as t" bring the best re-

suits. This process is both costly and uncertain.
for after the draughtsman has spent a week
over t}-> design he may find lt worthless. Even
If he ls satisfied will*, tbs result, lt must be
pass-d "I, bj ihe "render," who sdjusts and
adapts the 'pattern' t<> the machine. The com¬

pleted pattern weighs about loo pounds, and
costs $80. A year's suply of patterns for the
avernpe mill will coat, at a rou«h estimate. $10.-
ix.'. and the stock must be constantly replen¬
ished. t.'hcn the patterns are once decided upon
the linen ls fitted tn the grooves and the ma¬

chine started. After the lace l«aves the machine
in pieces 40*') Inches wide and 00 yards long, it

goes to the mending-room. There skilful nee-

dle-women mend any rip or imperfection, al¬
though In some mills a 'darning machine' is
used with excellent results."
¦\Yhen these curtain-making machines wer>-

first introduced in this country the KiiRlish ex¬

perts declared that only the cheaper Rrades of
curtains could be manufactured here on ac-

count nf the climatic conditions and lack of
skilled labor As a matter of fact, the Ameri-
.an mills ar<- to-dny turning out grades nf lace
which cannot pe excelled by any of the foreign
mills.

F.-ivr-r GOOD* AM) XOTIOXS.
..--cynical old merchant, who has spent forty

yp.trs of his life in the dry'R^ods district, voiced

the opinions of a dozen of his colleagues yester¬
day when he said:
"To my mind the cleverest m***n In this trade

ar-- 'he fellows who make money out of the

fancy goods business. A bright man may mas-

;»r the mysteries sny branch of the drygoods
line in twenty vars, but lt takes a lifetime to

gain even a fair knowledge of ihe Ins and outs
nf this "Yankee notion' business. Why. a chap
has gol tn know the value of about every blessed

tl-.ing from a needle to an nil painting, and
what's n .re, l - bilged tn keep in touch with

the niark-.t every minute of the day or he will

1" l"St."
Th- cynical old m> reliant .puk" the simple

truth. Think of a single house stocked with a

million dollars' worth or all sons and condition!
.f odds and ends! Think of the war and teal
mi ti.-- mind "f a man who musl keep a mental
i.ird "f the changing price of pins, needles

fans, corsets, pfctUrSj frame, cravats, dresi
shirts. Infants' bonnets, perfumery, ribbons
;, let thi r go ida, stationery, butt tis. jewelrj
glue, underwear, feathers, embroidery, canvas

collars and cuffs und a thousand and one ethe,
articles! Think of the enormous amount ol
work and tin* mental strain required to stock

such a store and keep th. stock In order after lt

ls ont e secured!
There are hundreds of these stores in this city,

with stocks <>f gooda ranging in value from a

snttlton down to 9M-000.
These facts show the responsibility restlm.': on

the shoulders of the men who are the official
heads of suth establishments, lt is absolutely
Impossible, to give an accurate estimate of the

amount of capital invested in this line of trade
b. >>. vv-York. NOBS «f the leading nun in lt

are able to give such an e-stimate, for the simple
reason that th'-y have no standard upon which

to bSM their eal -.ilatlons. lint they art- a unit

In declaring that th.- grand total of capital will

foot up to at lea.t 140,000.000. Furthermore,

they say that the mai gin of profit ts so small

that lt requires constant care ana ran .»'"".>

to bo conduct th- business that lt WM *****

profit And yet, dssplts thees ultimate handi¬

caps, it .sa matt.-,* of record thal lbs business
does pay, and In good years yields a substantial

''Th',- modern "fancy goods" establishment ls

nothing more or less than the magnificent de¬

velopment of th- "Yankee notion" store of B

century ago. lt is un establlshim-iii Wnwrt t

man can buy almost any small arii.le of a us.*

ful or luxurious character, lt ls the sion- to

whkh the country merchant hrs' directs his

Steps after arriving tn the city, and lt ls the
store ii) v-hich lu lingers tbs longest in a

word, the wholesale fancy goods stores of Nen
York are the greatest department stores In this
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r any other country- *^'!" stock of one of the:

nammoth establ pureba* 4 directly
rom th.- manufacturers, and thal means that]
he linn must have buyers In every nook .and

.omer of the « .1!'! Ppr example, one house

it, Broadway is ai ibis very moment receiving j
ts next summ?r'i stock of Ians a stock which
1.st $200,000, and ras houghl ne.1.ins ago from
h<- hading manufacturers In Japan, Germany,
adla and th-- [Tnlted Ktate* li represents I

nonthi of work t. the part ol a corps of buy-
rs. who travelled thousands of miles In i ii.-ir

m sn b for the lat- st nn in the same
tore will be found thou,ands of dollars' worth
if tine needlework dom bj wonn n in 1 the en*

Ire product of ts large corsei factories There
.r-> also samples of dalntj shin blouses made of
he richest silks an.i ti.,, choices! linens for thin

ear's summer in ar. The leather g.ls depart-
neut alone represents an Investment of $100.-

City, and it ls exported to the continent of

Europe and to England, as well as to the South
American republics and Mexico The business
has, however, fallen off fully 25 per cent since

IXC, i.ot so much on account ..f hard tines

a" to the introduction nf the washable waist.

There is something over 11,000,000 Invested in
dress shields; there are six mills or factories en¬

gaged in their msnufacture, which do a business
of Sit.ii'Mi.iiiMi or $4,000,000 annually and employ
2.000 hands. All ttlOM mills are in the city of

New-York excepting one.

DFE88 WfHtG8.
Ons of tie- ta el extensive branches of the

va^' drygOOds trade of this country ls what

I.; ki.ow n as dress Unities. New-York ls ess. ti-

llall; its head rustlers and its distributing point
Some dress '.mink's, tlc- liner grades, are im¬
ported and curry a duty of from .'." to 111 per
cant Others arc manufactured in this country.

The ne.ley invest.-d ttl tills lill-- of gOOdS
mounts up into hundreds of millions cf dollars;

the annual volume of trade ls estimated tit

$230,000,000 In this city alone, and tens of thou-
I sands of bands are employed in its handling
and manufacture. Upward of f100.000.000 is

paid In aragCf alone The principal mills and

factories are In Nev. Jerae) and Long Island,
all of which have offices In this city. There
are also a few factories her-'. While tlc- Cutting
and making up afford a living to a gr.'at num¬

ber of women. Many firms ara called convert¬

ers, that ls to say. from the plain cotton or Other
fabric ttiey give the lining?; a finish and a gloss

OOO, and stored away on the shelves of another
room are $100,000 worth of madias, pins and
small cutlery.
Samples of cravats and neckwear covet the

counters of an entire floor, and the fragrance ,,f

a thousand different blends of perfume sweeten
the atmosphere of the top door. There are roils
of pilks and satins and there are thousands of

yardi Of gorgeous plush and velvets There are

thousands of umbrellas and tons of stationery.

There are cartloads of gewgaws and a full line

Of Jewelry and bric-a-brac. To sum lt all up. the
Stock of a New York fancy goods store is so

large and complicated thal none of tbs linns

ever dream of making a catalogue and shudder
at the necessity Of taking an inventory.
"We do the bulk of our business," said a mem¬

ber of one of the leading firms, "brough the

medtumshlp of drummers, bul ¦ great many of

OUff country customers prefer to conic to the city

and do business directly with the house. We an

furnish s country htor.- with a $20,000 stock In

ten hours, provided the merchant has the money

and knows what he wants. Th" secret of suc¬

cess In this line of business ls to keep in touch

with the 'Harket, know win n to buy and how
and when to sell. Of course WC base suffered
during the hard times, and I doubt if any house

In the city did more than pay expenses during

th" inst year. Hut times have taken a tum for

the Petter now. and we are confident of making

a good profit out of our spring season, which

begins next month."
Th.- busy seasons with 'h" fancy goods p. opie

ar.- m th.- spring and fall. Charing the Bummer

the tra!- is stagnant.

DRE88 StttELDS.
One of the industries essentially, In fact ex¬

clusively, American is that of th- dress shield.

which, as ,ts name implies, is an article d

signed to protect woman's dresses in Bummer

from the effects of perspiration, its manufact-
.o;.,..i almost wholly to New-York

that makes them look like silk. In fact, silk

Itatlf, and often silk of lim- quality, ts us> d for

dress linings. But the varieties ara aimee! in¬

numerable, both In color and texture. The
BtUffl in commonest use ar'- linen, Cotton, sat-
ines ami silesia. M toy varieties aro .,f wool.
Th.- business In New-York i< Increasing rapidly
and som. of the domestic varieties an exported
to South and Central America and Mexico, lt

is boped also thai Canads will soon open Its

ports to them, lt ls estimated thal 20,000 peo¬
ple are employed In the manufacture In the
mills and factories that supply New-York, One
mill alone employs OOO hands. The beet lin¬

ings of a middle grade come from Belfast,
Ireland, and there are Importations like¬
wise from France, England nnd Germany. Men's
clothes also tak.- a large quantity of this ma¬

t-rial.
"When." said a Brooklyn manufacturer, "the

duty on dress linings i,; :.¦ arranged tl tl
win remain steady for sta or- tighl years, this

country will import the machine) ncc< isary for j
turning nut the titi" grades now Imported, and
w - shall gain to tba ext nt of more than $100,-
imo annually In our volume of tn di Th
t, sa bas assumed such importance that every

large drygoods house has now a departnv i

its own w Ith a tnanagi r i I 11 -: head."

EIDERDOWN run li.

Eiderdown to the unlnitiati I ¦¦. ana the

ready-made clothing of the older duck, I

tie- drygoods trad" it ls a known and i

nixed varietj of cloth r»f very recent Inven¬

tion. Eiderdown is tic- sort of cloth thal Van

Cortland! Van de Pejst. r prefi i

robe, and Beau Brummel never bad the i

for ll was not Invented until 1880,
Bid rdoa i. for Buch a purpose ha only on

rogatory feature, and that I th l ll aa In-

vented by an American, i; ls a i otton cloth, b i

far as its back i. concern l, and it has a wool '

of a variety and beauty to make lt available
foi any garment requiring goods light, warra
and durable nt the same time. Klderiowu ls
made In Imitation of er nl..e, and In a thousand
other grades of fanciful conception it is now
much used for childi .m's cloaks and their trim*
n.iinc:".

In 1803 tba sales of this class of goods
amounted In New-York to o..-r > 1.000.000, and
tbs volume of th- output has U-en steadily

| ince.
At the v.'.ri.i's fair, in Chicago, eiderdown

in the pi.ee was exhibited by a "%'<..-York Arm
and received s medal and te*tim< nial. Since
the*establishment of the Industry by French &
Warri Kl their fa- -torv ni Wear Hrouvtitnn

LADIES' TAILORS.
The lats Mr. Worth, of Paris, who for many

years told Empn d Csarinas what they
should wear, when he first saw what ls now

know;, ai ¦ "tailor-made costume" sid: "k
..n so attired looks like ¦ etsble boy.N In

later life he changed his opinion of sch .-loth
and the great j,ous" ,,f w- rth now

maker cl th suits for women who wart them.
'he tail ir-made g >wn ls s triumph of tbn utOV
tartan ovei tbs aesthetic. It is f..r sonvja
what the jacket suit of tweed is for the . j.,j.

n Tl i of the d tim Hy fi nuths)
and softly luxuri nu silks and satins for street

lg past Th- frou-frou of 'kins lg
la ay ia no longer to be heard. | r "lioaw*.
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ir surface, so soft add luxurious as lo
Its name, "eiderdown." Originally, it

ed bul for the soft linings of Arctic over-
and of drivlnt gloves Mr. Ward, of tho
t firm of French <\ Ward, of New-York,
.d th mai hlnerj '." pr duce h in "piece
for tiie purpose of making gurroents.

>rs and designa, the mat. rial can be made

.' and "Scotch cheviots" do not do kflfsV
th«! B i.y.

The "tailor-made gown" ns it li gow kn^wn

made Its ai'pea rance in T,ond>n seventy-five
Neus ago. Women needed riding habits and

taught thal imy did bf tbs In nvenlenre
,,f iii inn: in Rotten Row In ordinary Rartr"'n.tj.
Wonuii who spestl much time in the saddle


