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DIAMOND SHOAL LIGHTSHIP.
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A HAZARDOUS

cape Hatteras, N. O, has always been W
dreaded gpot in the eyes of mariners, and the
pumerous disaste:s that have laken place there
involving the loss of hundreds of lives and mill-
fong of dullars’ worth of property have earned
for the spot the name, “The Graveyard of the
The Lighthouse Doard has at va-
rious times adepled measures for warning pass-
ing craft and Keeping them from the madly
rushing and whirling waters which Lreak upon
the Diamond Shoal, but all plans for lighting
the place successfully have falled.

The Board finally adopted a plan for a per-
manent lighthouse at a cost of 500,000, to be
Lulit of metal In gkoleton form, go that it would
offer little n to wind and wave. The
light of the foeal plane above the water was Lo
be aliout HW fect, and the structure was Lo
grand in thirty-three feet of water, Wik h would

than the foundation of any
The

Atlantie.”

istance

have bheen deeper
coast,

other lzhthouse on the Atlantie

plan met with the approval of gome of the hest
e 4 of the Army and Navy, @1 1 many
projle belleved that the Hailoras prd blvin had
been solved.

As the work went on, however, the hopes for
ayceoss grow le and when about ST000
of the appropriation had been exg ndeed the
work was abatndoned and the Heghthouse plans
were propoaneed npracticable, A ealsson 100 by
oo foct had been conghructed i Norfol This
wias Intended as the foundation for the light-
hovnse and was sunk  inte posidion. Within

niv-four hours the menster strd ture was
shid  away, and its dizplacement and the

abanmlonment of the lighthouse plans caused
the Doard to make new offorts toward warning

vossels off the shoala

Digmond Shoal projects inte the sea geven
miileg off Cape Hatleras It I8 covered with
from six to twenty feet of water, and at the

progent time 18 marked only by Hatteras lght, |

wling on shore geven nilles from the outer
o and not discernible In foggy or hazy
wiither,

The trafMe In that locality demands that pre-
cautionary measures should be adopted, and
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No. U9 ig now moared off the Lighthouse oarl
statlon mear Staploton, and even to the unp-
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| strong. On the way to the dock where she
rests, one passes great rows of anchors of varl-
ous descriptions, Some are of the mushroom
pattern, which when once let down are never
| taken up aguin. Then there are the ordinary

IN CABIN AND OFFICERS QUARTERS.
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of many sizes, and anchors male
pranite blocks, into which a massive
ring have been fixed.

the lghtshlp everything

| of hup
and
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staple
lonks so
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tidy and Inviting, the quarters are so foorny and
th s for the comfort of the men so
Pt thoueht of months on board the

lesa dreadful. The main cabin

erful, and the four statorooms
W b open into it are secupled by the captain,
rrit enginver and assistant enginecr,  From
the o one entees also the chart coum, in
which «y fur the signal code and charts ar

kept. In one corner, on o rack, is a larpe conl-
eal instrumient, to which the gulde pointed and
sidd

| **rhat's the megaphone, and speaks for It-
self.”
The Lighthouse Board undoubtedly knows that
tetlinge old and threadbare tales and playing
ards somectimes fadl to supply the moans fur

Killing time aboard o Hghtship, and @ neat Hede

Ltary 14 supgplied, which is Kept in the maln
enbin, The bookys are returncd to the Light
b Ponrd every thre: months and 4 new
supply s ploeod at the disposal of the crew,

[ Forwar ! from the lttle silesgy I8 the dynamo-
roony, now el there are two electriclty genera-
tors.  Only one dynimo 18 tecessary to supply
e dlglits for the mastheads and those else-
w here aboard the ship, but a duplicate machine

In this
ApErLTe nt alsgo a switchboard, by
wieans of which the lights o e various parts

kept in reserve inocage of Ilent.
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sehooled eve she looks formidable and unusually ‘
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of the vessel may be regulated. The only light-
ship statlons at which electricity 18 now used
are South Shoals, off Nantucket, and Sandy
Hook, and in neither ot these ships 18 the elec-
tric plant so complete as cn board ghips Nos. 68
and €, The forecastle iz nicely Atted up, and
an empluye of the Board said that there are no
other vessels anywhere In which such good pro-
viston 1s made for the sallors.

“The quarters are go gmall,’” he aald, “that the
men are thrown in contact with their superlors
more than they would be in other ves 1s, and
the lines of demarcation between officer and
man are not sharply drawn, although there is
no laxity as to discipline, It ls an instance
where the equality does not lessen the officer, but
clevates the man.”

Forward of the little messroom ls the great
capstan, from which the monster anchor-chain
runs. The chain s made up of links 1% Inches
In thickness and 0 inches long, and at its end
on the bow of the vessel hangs the G000-pound
muahroom anchor, by which the vessel will be
moored in thirty fathoms of water, fifteen miles
from the present Hatteras light, and Inside the
ledge,

The vessel will tosd and roll in the heavy seas,
and the strain on the anchor-chain wiil be tre-
mendous, To guard ag 8t accldent on that
aceount, a “surge rellever” or resistance spring
has been fixed In front of the capstan, This s
g powerful that the strain must exceed 45,000
pounds before it 18 felt on the capstan,

Below 1s the epglne-room, with 1ts small, but
powerful machinery, and the boiler-room

tall, Is built to resist hard knocks and rough
usage. There Is nothing remarkable in the ap-
pearance of the deck, but the two sturdy miasts,
with thelr basket-llke arrangement at the top,

tn whiclhi the lanterns are placed, attract Imme- '| the sixteen men on her will be lost”

ANCHOR CHAIN AND SUERGH RBELIEVBBS IN THE BOW

Every- |

thing about the craft, even to the smallest de- | around at o terrible rate,

diate attention. There are three lanterns on each
masthead, as explained in the Departmont's cle.
cular, and If the vessel can withstand the gales
oft Hatteras they will be suffi*lont for the pur.

pose for which they were construcied. In cam
of accident to the electric plant, a white cone
tinuous light will be shown frun the linterns

A member of a lightship crew <l that the
ideas of the people as to life aboard these ves.
gels are wrong, and that instead o Ine anxions

to exchange for other jobs, the men = o pleased
to remain on board the ghips.
“We have about nine months’ s + in the

year,” he sald, “and thers i3 alwiys encugh
work on board to take up most of the mens
time, There are the regular wat:h vnd look-
out duty and routine work, cleaninz op and
keeping things In shape, and the 1 me left
on our hands after our duties have been peprs
tormed we fill in with games and ooaling”
The crew on the vessel of which 1t an was
one consists of thirteen men, and . 1 nsked It
the number did not have a depre L Influence
on the men, he said: I have been one of a crew
of thirteen for over three years amd bive never
geen a mishap, and that makes me think that
there fsn't much in the ‘uniucky thirteon'™
The new lightship's ceew will proovally consist
of sixteen men, and, while the Lighth - beard
believes that No. 69 will be as comforiable for
its crew aa the other similar vessol for the
men who live aboard of them, Cuag T R D
Fvins has been quoted as saying “There Is po
chain that ean be forged that wiil hold No. @
on Diamond Shoal for any length of time, Then

re which sends the sand shifting
In a short time this
action of the sand will cut any chain, or woeake
It so that the first heavy gale will cause it
When that happens the Diamond Shoal

s o current the

part.

| Lightship will almost certainly dvift ash re, and
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