
DIAMOND SIIO.\L LIGHT8HII
IT WILL TAKE THE PLACE OF TH

Mt'i'II DISCUSSED LIGHTHOUSE
OFF HATTERAA

ABAK1 iXMENT OF Tin: l'.'.NS POR A PERJU

KENT BTB1 'Tl'lti: HOW ".NO. CD'' IJ IiL'lLT

To BTAKD THE BBVERIST .«TRAIN

A hazardous posrno».

Cape Hatteros, N. C, has ¡«'.ways been

dread 1 spot In the eyes of mariners, and th

numerous disasters that have taken place ther

Involving the loss of hundreds of lives and mill
Ions "f d«.liars' worth of property have sann

f. r the spot the name. "Tin- Graveyard of th

Atlantic." The Lalghthottaa Hoard has at va

rions times sdopted meaanrea for warning pass

log craft and keeping them from the mad!;
rushing and whirling waters which lireik ttPOl

tin- Diamond Blsoal, but all plans for lightin;
the place succ«>ssfully have failed.
The liiard finally adopted a plan for B per

manenl huh ¡house at a cost of $.rs»0,(KlO, to bi

built of metal In ski leton form, so that it WOtBk
offer lüile resistance to wind and wave. Thi

light of ihe f cal plane above the water was t<

be about IOU fe *, and the structure was t.

stand ¡n thirty-three f.-. t of water, which wouit

have been deeper than the foundation of an>

other lighthouse on tii^ Atlantic coast Th.

plan mi t uiih thi approval of some of the besl

engineers of the Army and Navy, and many

people belleved'that the Halteras problem had

been solved
As the work went on, how«rver, iii" hopea f"r

su. «ess grew less, and when about $1UO.OOO
of the appropriasion had l»een expended the
work was abandoned and the lighthouse plans
were pronoun ed Impracticable. A caisson 10" by
"... feel had i.n rongtructcd In Norfolk. This
was Intended as the foundation for the ii.;nt-

house and was sunk ¡tun position. Within
twenty-four hours the monster structure was

washed au ay, and its displacement and the

abandonment of the lighthouse ji.-ms caused

the Board to make new «(Torts toward warning

vi ssi n off the Bboala
Diamond shoal projects into the gea seven

mil s off Cape Halteras. It is covered with

from :ix to twenty feet of water, and at the

present lime |g mark".] only by Hait, ras light,
standing on shore seven miles from the outer

edite and not discernible In foggy or hazy
weather.
The traffic In that locality demands that pro-

cautciliary measures should be adopted, and
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pending the adoption <.f plans for a lightI
the Lighthouse Hoard has determined lo pía e

a lightship "" the fh. .:

The « I, and a consort whl< h will he moi red
»u Kir- I- and, were built by the Bath Ir m
v.. iks in Marine at a coal . ffiO.tSgi earh, and
thi J are pi ibably th«' b. i)U ed llghl 1.

i-,. r ci intim t- d Th.- une m hi) h II Inti r.d- d f..r

Pire Island has the wordi Pire I land" and "No
6M painted in liuu''- ¦¦.. hil tti on her h ill,
which is dark rt-d In color; the ..th- r slop's d< II

n la Bhos n !.> thi ¦-.. »rd "1 >larw nd Bhoal"
an l "No. 181." In Its m tu-col ti., tal llshmi t.t

of the light vessel station at Diamond Bhoal the
Llsrhl house IUi t«! sa) s:

Notice t.-1- ¦' gl« t. thai on or about Bei
!.. r :: Until Vessel So B9 «rill I» (.«la
. :f 'i in..-ii-i Bhoal, Cape Halteras, North L'urolti i,
In hlrl) fat urns ol s
Ht un i... ht Vi So. 0 a II si ow, multan«

... from three k-1 .. .-

mastl I, -...-.. -ut for twelvi
c .- ii. fi.:i..w. I.y an i ¦!:!.:¦.

In eat-h lei int« rn it.. r. M ill l» a Ith
¡- Incandi nt i etrl light. The fo< al pi u
(¦: the lights vwü be Hi !.-. !..¦....'

ai!' t>e i látala I.; ny il leal mil ¦- in '. n

i. it In ,. eyi :. t abovi il ...

Sot! II till '-i. 'trie light .«;¦,« ...

r.atl
«mi. Hi» m 1 will In- h lirilliant i Ii in thi
U
Light '.. m i So. '.. i fl ¦!¦ h. iwo n I

> ¦.... i. i .. .., i,. hag u
.'.-.;:-, \

I, under lie l< :. .-.:. n :. -. ¦,¦ is ,i
. .u gallery,

.: i. Il K M It nor 12-1 'i team
chime u.'ii- H.- will »outid Masts ol llvi ml .lur.i-
tlon, separated by elleni Intervals uf lif¡> -ii\
Oli'l.á.
No. 00 in now moored "ff the Lighthouse Hoard

station near Btaplvton, and even to the uu-

THF NEW LIGHTSHIP TOR DIAMOND SHOAL. LYING AT THE UGHTHOUSB '

STATION, STAPLETOM.
_

BChOOled eye she looks f"rmid;ilile and unusually
stronjr. On the way to the dock win re kIi''

rests, one paases great rows of anchors of vari¬

ous descriiitieiis. BOOM arc of the tnu.shroorn

pattern, which when onco let duwn are sever

, token up a#;ain. Then there axe the ordinary

"mudho, ks" of many si?, s. and anchors made
of huge granite blocks. Into which a massive

sta| I« and ring have been fixed.
. Mi board the lightship everything looks so

tidy arel inviting, the quarters are so roomy and

the arrangements t* r tie- comfort of the men so

i rfect, that th< thought of months on board tbs
becomes less drradfuL The main cabin

..u and cheerful, and the four staterooms
which open Into it are occupied by the captain,
mate, engineer and a. .staut engineer. Prom
the cabin one enters ai.-.o the «bait room, In
which Rags for the signal «ode and charts are
k- pt. In one corner, on u rack. Is a large conl-
e.,i insirum. t.t, to which the guide pointed and
said.
"That's the m- i- iphotie, and speaks for It¬

self."
Tin- Lighthouse Hoard undoubtedly knows that

- old and threadbare tales und playing
cards sometimes fail to supply the m ans for
killing time aboard a lightship, and i neat little
library i¡ supplied, which is kept in th,. main
cabin. The books are returned to the Light-
I. ,11 Hoard ev«pxy three, months and a new

supply is pío-, i it th.- disposal of the crew.

I'll-.a: from the utile «ali*«Hl Is the dynamo-
room, m which ih. re are two ele« trlclty genera¬
tors. Duly on., dynamo is necessary to supply
tin- m!,is r..r th.- mastheads mid those else¬
where aboard the .--hip, but a duplicate machine
is k*'pl in reserve m case of accident In this
apartm« nl is also a marble switchboard, by
means of which the lights iu Uiu various ¿jju

of the vessel may be regulated. The only »Kht

ship stations at whlrh electricity is now usec

aro South Shoals, off Nantuckot, and Sand}
Hook, and In neither of thiMe ships is the elec¬

tric plant so complete as en board ships Nos. »>v

and «>. The foro-a-stle la nicely .'.tted up, and

an employe of the IUiard said that there are nc

other vessels anywhere In which such good pro¬

vision Is made for the sailors.
"The quarters aro so small," he said, "that the

men arc thrown In contact with their superiors
moro than they would bo in other vessels, and

tho linea of demarcation between officer an«l

man aro not sharply drawn, although there is

no laxity aa to discipline. It Is an instance

where the equality docs not lessen the offlcer, but

elevates the man."
Forward of the little messroom Is the great

capstan, from which th'.- monster an hor-chaln
rutiH. The chain Is made up of links Is-» inches
In thickness and 0 Inches long, and at its end
un the bow of the vessel hangs the 6,000-pound
muahrOaMn anch<.>r. by which the v. sscl will be

mn.ireil In thirty fathoms of water, fifteen miles
from the pit sent Hatt'-ras light, and Inside tho
ledjo.
The vessel will toss and roll In the heavy seas.

and tho strain on the anchor-chain will be tre¬
mendous, To guard against accident on that

account, a "surge reliever" or resistance spring
has been fixed in front of tho capstan. This is

BO powerful that the strain must exceed IÔ.ÙUU
pounds before It is felt on the capstan.
Below Is the engine-room, with Its small, but

powerful machinery, and the boiler-room. Every-
thing about th'- craft, even to the smallest de¬
tail, la built to resist hard knocks and rough
usage. There is nothing remarkable in the ap¬

peal anee of ihe deck, but the two sturdy mast?,
with their basket-like arrangement at the top.
In Which th-! lanterns are placed, attract Imme-

díate attention. There are three lanterns on eaca

masthead, as explained in the Depart Bt*S cir¬
cular, and if the vessel can withstand the gales
off Halteras they will be sufli -i-sit for tue pur¬
pose for which they were eonstru ¦;.d. In casi

of acddent to the electric plant, a nhite cor».

tinuous light will be shown fr un Ihe lanterns.
A member of a lightship crew . lid that Un

id. as of the peiple as to life aboard them ves¬

sels are wrong, and that last«, ad >f being anxiooi
to exchange for other jobs, the men pleased
to retttaln on board the «hips.

"We have about nine months' -^ i ¡n ,j.s

year," he said, "and there is always «"Hugh
work on board to take up most of the men's

i time. There are the regular vat h ind Mi-
out duty and routine work, cleanli ¡ lip and
keeping things in shap-, and th- litt;- tints left
on our hands after our duties have been per-

j formed we fill in with games and read .-'"'
The crew on the vessel of which tl man was

I one «onsists of thirt« n men. and .-. ! skr-d If

j the number did not have a depressini :1 Jcnce

on the men, he sai-i: "I have i- en 't.- f a crew

of thirteen for over three \ears and have r.rver

seen a mishap, and that makes m< '!... tk tait

there isn't much in the 'unlucky thirteen.'"
The new lightship's cr m will pi .-a , mmM

of sixteen men. and while tic- Llghtb Uard
believes that No, 89 viii be .w con foi \\<- for
its crew as the other similar vesa Is ar« f. r the
men who live aboard of them, Capta -. It. D.

Evans has been quoted as saying: Tin r is do

chain that can be forged that will h ¡d No. Q
on Dlami ad ^h-ial for any length of time. The«
Is a current there which sends the sand ¡-'.iitiar
around at a terrible rate. In a s!i rt time toil
arti.in of the sand will cut any chain, or wvako

I It so that th" first heavy Ral« will caus-- It ts

I part. Wh.-n that happens the !.:amot ! Shoal

Lightship will almost certainly dr.ft ash re, tad
the sixteen men on her will be lost.''

«aA'ClIOB OUI« AÍCP SUUatl ÄaBLIEViaBa IN HEB BOW OF TU!-: BHff.


