8

} NEW-YORK

DAILY TRIBUN

VE, THURSDAY, SEFTEMBER '31'!

1897,

THE MECHANISM OF MAGIC.

BECRETS OF MANY \\'n\'“-,!:s AND
TERIES

INCLUDING TRICK
compiled pnd edited by Alb
With 1 Introde
With Four Hundred 1l
a, pp. <IL 085 Mupn & Co.

Tiia book will doubtlees he u boon to thos
gnnE whose enjoyment of an entertainm
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i by Henry

ustra-

® per-
nt of

masls j¢ always impalred by thelr inability 1o use

derstand how the trl are dotie, Alexander
mena used 1o say: “You don't want to know
do ey trlcke; as =oon as you knew hew 1 dn
they will Interest you no wmorde.” Douliloss
Lg to some peaple, Lut he was Wione
olhers, Thia hook 18 largely for the otheve

suppese that 1t serves no ather purpos i
gratification of such overcurious persons wo
& grave injustice to the breadth of Mr. Hm
range of stpdy, The book Has no such shende
pese ne the mere furnish of & key to the

through 1t gives the hew!ldering Impresston 1
holds botween lts covers the explanation of
thing that one ecver wondered about, Tt f¢

iinrer-
how T
them

w

an 10

iwn 1'
il lw
skins's

T pur- |
tricks |
of o sielght-of-hand performor. A hasty glance

hat it
"Vl ry-

suches

upon the production of ghosts, the surprising pos-

shadaweraphy, puppet shews, anclent and m

itl-s of mirrors, spirituallem, second sight,
, firc-eating, sword-ewallowing, ventrilogili=m,

g-

odern;

Gredk tomple machinery, modern stage mechaniam,

electrion] effects, the cyclorama, fireworks,
matic chesg-players, mechunlenl toys and
photography  Theze are only a tiny froction

subijects, selected alrost st random. In shor

alm seems to have been 1o describe and «
everyihing mechanlcally odd, curlous or ast

'1.-'1{
ot @

n!:m
onish-

ng from the beginning of history to the present
timo and In all lands. With a desten of this slze in
hand ft was inevitable that much should be relatod
which had been related before, and so it happens

that The Tribune, not tv epeak of other pi
tons, has from time to time printed accou
the Metropolitan Opera Hovse stage, the re
stege of the Court Theatre of Munich, the m
fam of the fire dance, the double auditorium

it lea-
nta «of
ving

of

Pleasura Palace, In this c'ty, and the stage deviess
of “Stegfried.” all of which are found in this vol-
ume. But most of the book will be new to the

most of 1ts readers,

The lifting of vells beging on the first page.

the

the Introduction, which (s by no mea
fnteresting part of the book, staris

reference to the rods which were cast down
Pharaoh and became serpents. The tmin

ert Heller declared that he had sesn tnis
times. The rods, lie sald. were serpenis 1o
with, nnd were hyprotized into the
blanece of rods.
ground and recalled 1o life and the pow
rquirming.
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irlnn

ith a
h.-furn

stiffoned zem-
wy were then east upon the
ror of

No doubt the most famous tricks of the madern

world of magie are the East Indlan “basket
and “mango trick.” There are several ways

ek

of do=

fng the basket (rick, and Mr. Hepkins descrites ane
of them, croditing the explunation to the famous

magician Houdin, who studisd the trick und

did it

himself. The experiment is too familiur 1o need

extended deseriptlon of itz appearancs to the

R

tators. A child 15 placed in a basket of Just he
1

size and shane to hold him and the basket |
The magiclan runs @ sword through the
and draws it out bloody. e opens the bus

1 is found to be empty. while the child reappears

At n Hitle disiance in the crowd, 1018 not cx

make this tri~k perfectly clear without a ¢
but perhaps a notlon of the principle of it
conveyed. One slde of the hasket t= double,
closing the baeket the magilan pretends to t

' 10
m

LI
Afer
urm it

over on Its side. He rea.ly turns over oniy a part of
ft. The bottom and one thickness of ‘!1-\ doulile

side aro left as they were, the other th
comes the bottom of the basket In {1

bl

re8 he-

sltion,

what was the opposite side of this becomes the

top, and the cld bottom ie left Iying free upo

niha

ground, with the child upon it, cutside the basket.
Hut this old bottom and the child upon it are now

under the robe of the magiclun. While the

mazi-

clan is turning the basket back to fts originel po-
sition and running his sword through It the child

escapes into the crowd. The blood on the sw
from a sponge In the basket,
A favorite trick of one of the hest Am

rord is

erican

maglcians, given at nearly all his performances, s

the growing of a roge bush ‘n a flower pot

from

an alleged eeed. On the stage are two stands, with

a flower pot on each. The pots are shown
fllled with sand. The magi~lan exhibits a tall
cene, open at both ends. He holds this for an |
over one of the pots and then removes It and
that there is a greeh sprout In the sand. H

to he
pper

nstant
shows
o puts

the cone over the second pot, keeps it thera a littie
longer, and then removes it, disclosing n hush a%-
normally full of roses. He pinces 1t agatn over the

first pot and obtuins a rosebush there alzo,

The

roses are cut off and distributed to the audionce.

The stands have long draperies, but they a

re cut

sway behind, where the audlence cannot see, and
there I8 a sheif attached to each etand some dis-
tance down. On each of these shelves !s ancther
cone containing & rosebush. The reschush 18 a

stem with roses tled to it, the gtem [teelf
fixed to a clreular lead bafe, made to fit in

being
to the

top of one of the pots, When the magiclan covers

the first pot with his empty cone he defily
thirough 1t a lttle plece of metal, painted

drops
green,

and a moment later he shows this as the sprout.
But as he remaves the cone he slins 1t down behind

the draped stand and over one of the other
containing a rosebuzh. The bush is held ins
own cone by a string and a lude hook,

hooks over the top edge. The mnglolan plc

ones
fde i1s
which
ks up

the two cones, one inside the other and the bush
{nside both, and places the whole over the sacond

pot. He disengages the hook, lifts the cone o
disclos=s the bush in the pot. Agnin he brin
cones down behind the gtand and over the

ft and
g% the
third

cone. He pleks this up in the same manner as the
otker, poes to the first stand agaln and propa-

gates i second rosebush. O lifting the thres

cones

from this he ghows them io the audicnee agaln and

they appear a8 one emply cone,
This i= interesting, and a great rellef to
who have long marvelled at the trick, buet it

those
is not

the mango trick. The mango trick is the produe-
tion of n mango from seed placed n the ground
before the cyves of the spectator and in & few min-
utes, with uo use of cones or covere. An Amerl-
can magiclan who visited India & year or so pgo
says that he saw this famous trick., but the near-
est approach to an explanation that he could offer

was that the mango was actually produce

4, the

soil being taken from anthills and Leing remark-

ably fertilc from heing Impregnated with
acld. Perbaps Mr. Hopkins 4ld not eare to
explain the mango trick till he could offer

formia
try to
some-

thing essler to belleve than that. At any rate, he

makes no reference to it, unless there bean !
reference in his remark that the stories of

mplied
Tndlan

tricks in general should be teken with a good deoal

of salt,
A simple and pretty ltils trick that almos
body might do Is the changing of a glass

t any-
full of

ink into an aquarium. The glasa of Ink is exhibited

to the audience, then a handkerchlef 1s pluce
it and immediately removed, showlng a gl

d aver
ass of

water with fish In {t. Of course the water and the

fish ara there at first. The Ink Is perfectly

repre-

sented by a piece of binck rubber cloth, luid
against the inalde of the glass. A DIt of thread iz
fastened to the cloth and hangs over the side of
the glass away from the audicnce, with a little cork
at the end of It. When the magiclan places the

handkerchief over the glass La tukes hold
cork mand brings away cork, thread and all,
in the hundkerchlef, Jeaving the water and t

O oaking of tnk. the (il hich 11
n o nk, 1he welon which "
called “biac :

of the
hidden
he fish

riann

Kk art” has long been onie of the most

ulnl‘ Probably & large prn}x-rllon af the spec-
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nderstand the prine
i the light §

r.'!s. g‘hr principle i= that

g in your eyea you cannot see blak ol

t An-
% shin-
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l.mlil'ull A binck ground, Bo the maclelan has hic
ole stage hung with black and variou: objects

on It covered with black, ard then he turns

'ih nli

the Jight In the house strulght luto the eyen of the
ml nr:c. He ean be veen, because he jo drossed

ml! when any ol im-l fi 1o b pnnde

10 Ap-

r m.t of nothing the black cover s removed
mn it, and when It s to disappear the hlack

cover Ix placed over it agnln, Hat to a good

Tnany

gpectators who understood all this it will atill e

Mws that there (s an asslutant on the stige

all the

! !l'lﬂ. riectly invisihle 19 lhv audlence, becauss he

ely coversd with bine
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“geconid sieht,” which conslst of a4 perdon
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{ hings offered luf rlnn- 16 the audls
e purpose, And p nently every one
lﬂoﬂ‘l tl‘lul. the question anl(ml b Hu-. magleiin
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eans anothes, und ro on, The grume s o
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1 me what this 8"

show

ow well 18 cun be done. Vet those who remember

eller, the grestest muglelsn, doubtloss, sy
this country, shake thelr hewds over (hi
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I and gor camplete wrswers. ANl 1
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