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CURRENCY REFORM PLANS

A BILL TO BE SUBMITTED BY SECRE-
TARY GAGE.

LIVPLY SOHEION OF THE BANKING AND CUR-~
PENCY  COMMITTEE—MANY PLANS FPRO-
POSED—A BILL FREPARED AND EX-
PLAINED BY MR MITCHELL,

87 TELEGRARPIL TO T2 TRIPBUNA)
Washington, Due. B.—The Nirst mesting of the
House Committee on Banking and Currency for
thig sesston was held to-day, and that it was a
Hvaly one goes without saying. Beveral of the
members were Inelined to taks the bit between
tholr testh and Insist upon the immediate and
favorabie report of a bill providing that Na-
tional banks shall Le allowed to fesue clreulating
notes to the par vaiue of the honds deposited by
them to secure sald notes, that the tax on eircu-
jation should be reduced to one-quarter of 1 per
cent, and that National banks with a capital
as small as 25,000 cach might be egtablghed.
These provisiona are found In a bill Introduced
by Mr. Brosius, of Pennsyvivania, at the special
gessfon, and are Identleal with those reoom-
mended hy Becretary Gage in his annual report
and approved by President MeKinley In his
Messagoe. Similar provisions have been em-
bodled in numerous other bills, both In this and
previous Congresses, but have never found
strength enough to become laws, although they
have had the support of strong and zealous ad-

vocates.

Mr, Hil}, of Connecticut, made the motlon for
{rmmediate action, and thereby precipitated &
sharp debate. Each of the finareclal doctors
who enmpose the commities hus one or mare
prescriptions for the eurrency 1118 which afict
the eountry, and each of them 8 therefore op-
posed to having the preseription of either of the
others hastily administered Mr. Johnson, of
Indiana, and Mr. Mitchell, of New-York, hoth
spoke in opposition to Mr, Hill's motlon at the
morning sitting of the committee.

MR GAGE'S BILL TO HE READY SOON

Befors Ht was sprung, a resolution hiud been
adopted reguesting the Secretary of the Trens-
ury to embody his recommendations for our-
rency and financial reform in a draft of a blil,
and it was understood that this request would
bo complied with, so that the committes could

hiuve it next weck.

Chalrman Walker ventured the opinion, after
the first sitting of the committee, that it would
report “"one or more” panking and currency hills
by the mliddle of February, and Intimated that
at least one of them would provide for the lssue
of banknotes sccured by beank assels and a
safety fund to be created by a small tax on
circulation, instead of by deposits of bonds.

Among the bills pending before the commlittea
is one offered by Mr. Mitchell, of New-York, “to
establish & currency reserve fund." In brief, it

provides:

First—For the establishment of a fund, to be
known ag the currency ressrve fund, to he kept
geparate from all other funds or moncys in the
Treasury, and to be accounted for distinctly from
the genera' ash in the Treasury.

8rcond—That the Secretary of the Tracsury shull
immedintely. deposit in said fund, out of the gen-
eral eash in the Treasury, the sum of $125, 100,00,
including the goM reserve fund of F100, 000,000 (1he
game te bo converted into coin), and shull further
depostt In sald fund from time to time any goid
coln or bullion, United Btates notes or Treasury
notes of 180 in excess of a working cash balanre
of $75,000,000, until the sggregats amount in sald
fund shull amount to E2W),000,000; and until said
aggregate shall have heen Aeposited no bonde of
the United States not sctually due and payable

ghall be purchased or redesmed.
Third—That, whenever any United States notes or
Treasury notes of 185 are pregented for redemp-

tion In gold coin, they shall be redeemed out of
gold coin held in the fund, and an equal amount
of such notes shall be deposted in the fund, so
that the amount of money in sald fund shall never
be diminished, and none of said notes shall he
rulss'.wjl“*nm in exchenge for & like amount of
goid (Molif Ar bulllon), 10 be deposited In sald fund,
and m--secrrmrf of the Treasury may olso trans-
for gojd coin newd In the geperal cash in the Troas-
ury to the fund in exchange for notes held therelin,
and may also exchange notes of one denomingtion

for those of another denomination. or notes of
unt of notes

onnolﬂ.t' alasses for a like amo

of the othur clazs, and may replacs notes worn

or unﬁthl'or circulation. .t ‘
Fourth—That hereafter no certificates for de-

posits of 501\1 coln or gold bulllon shall be issued

or relssucd.

MR CHELL EXPLAINS HI8 MEASURE.

.
In relation to the general gubject of currency
legislation, as weil as to the remedy he proposes,
Mr. Mitehell to-day said to & Tribune corre-

gpondent:

The dangerous element of the exisung situntion
¢ admitted to be the greenback in lts pressut
gtatus. Whatever else may be regarded as having
contributed to bring upon us tne distress of the
Inet four years, no one who hus studled the guas-
tion falrly will undertake to deny that the pro-
found distrust manifested abroad and ut homa ad
its root largely in the conditions surrounding this
form of our note lssues. The presentation of notes
f5r redemption 1o goid after 1882 was caused in

great measure by the fear that the Gavernment
tould not or would not continue te redecm the
notea Iin gold. The withdrawal of gold for the

frcal years 1693 to 1897 amounted to $540,000000; in
other words, mora than the entire note clreulttion
essed through the Treasury, drawling out the gold;

o fuct, less than 350,000,000 did it, by being pre-
sented agaln and agnin.

Ta replenish the supply It became pectssary to
{ssus over 000,000 of bonds, I‘hlcg. with the
interest to be pald thereon. roskes a total of ¥v.-
%, "), which the people are to pay for nbout $280.-
1,060 of gold which we were compelled to buy
Whnen the movement finnlly stopped we had scant
$100,00,000 remalning: we have now ¥150000.000, the
aldition.having been obtained for greenbincks which
the holders of gold gladly took buck for the meisl.
Hiad the Treasury been rfortified with a large sur-
i;m;. the process would doubticss have besn much
ess troublesome; but Instead of economizing, we
heve become more extravapant and have notually
tﬁpnt nearly $90.000,000 of the borrowed money, and

e defigit in the revenues continues.

Tt in elplmed, among other thinge, that the green-
packs shouid be ratired permanently. But it s
quite manifest that we are far from having ar-
rived at an agreement upon that point: nor have
those who favor thg retirement been able to reach
a ‘conclusion as to the form of currency wherewith
to raplace these notes. Ohviously, therefors, the
wise courss to be pursued Is to remove the element
of danger, as far ap It may be possible, in order
that the tremandous risk involved In adverse cx-
rhanges or the outhreak of war, which would most
assuredly cause another ra'd upon our gold, may
be avolded

LITILE CHANGE IN EXISTING LAW.

The propoeltion embodied in my blll Is & slmple
ons, requiring little legislation or change !n ad-

ministration; It alters exlsting laws only in one
particulur; it will cause neither a contraction nor
an expapsion of the currency volumes; in short It
132 & measure which while rendering the greenback
leas dangerous, leaves all other guestlons relating
to the currency in statu quo. o purpose of the
mensure {8 to ravoke the compulsory relssue of
Hlﬂese rotes (under the law of M,Jw 81, 157K), excepnt
when gold shall be tendered for them. In the
firar draft of the bill, prepared early last summer,
it was contemplated beginning the fund for the
purpose at £60,00,000, The Treasury has, however,
euffered g lors of net cash, @0 that It is now pro-
sed to begln with only $125,000,000, all in gold, add-
ng thersto such sums as the Treasury may
able to spare In excess of u working cash balance
of §I5.0M.000, untll, with the return of mors pros-
xf-ruun days, the fund of 200,060,000 helleved to be
mple for all possivle requiremonts, shall have becn
sccumuluted.  Thus, to st-engthén the ourrency
branoh of the Trewsury without Interfering wit
ii,!tl ordinary functiuns would at once give to the

Irﬂiif!"irt.l world a guarantee of our wl'lmate pur-
L’.'_ o keap avery dolar ns good us ¢« very other

ollar: 1t would enable us to proceed with the dis-
curelon of the proposed radieal roforms without
huving the fear of gold ralde hanging over us.

The retsntion of the greanbhacks, n:llqad of thelr
compulsory relsaus, would render it {mpossihle to
endunger & contlnuntion of speole payments with-
Gut buving gold with bonds. No business man
could long muintain hig eredit if he were contin-
utily to refusun his redesmed notes, and that which
wauld not be rational business tn an Individual ean-
not be regarded go for a Notlon, Becure the cur-
rency reserve und the coruerstone of our heteros
f-l-muus rystam In for the time In ne dancer of

¢l shaken, md&n?rlnl the whole structure,
us wan the case In 1543, the need for further bhond
fsaues 18 entirely obylated,

It will be observed thiat no money pnot now In or
hareaftor to reach the ‘Troasury, under the operi-
tlun of our revenus lows, I8 1o be depasited in the
propoecd funds; conssquently not one dollar of
taon:y Is withdrawn from cireulation which wonld
otherwlae be avallable for the necids of trade. The
currenc~y I thersfors pnot contracted in the bonds,
and the greenback 18 continusd In use nn now,
while the dangergus features of which we hear so
much are removed.

e e —

IMPRESSED WITH MR GAGE'E REPORT.
HENEY W CANNON FAYH THAT IT 168 A BTHEP IN
THE RIGHT LIRECTION, AND HOPES THAT
CONGRESS WILL "ONSIDER IT AERIOUALT,

M W. Cannon, president of tha Chase Na-
tionnl Tank, who wea formerly Controller of the
Cursor oy, wuld yesterday of the report of the Bec-
rerury of the Treasury: I am very favorubly im
pooweed with the Hecretmry's report, sapacially
with s clenr stetements and reltsration of the
fact that ald of dur different forms of paper and
metal money nre Intarchangeabls at par, one for

_ " the other, and are &t all times upon & gold basis.

“His suggestion regarding an lssue and redemp-

‘viously noeded;

EncLaND's Famous
REGIMENT ENTERTAINS
RoyALTy.

At the recent Black Watch Regi-
mental Dinner, H. R. H. The Duke
of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha in the
chair, the only champagne served
was POMMERY CHAMPAGNE.

——

tion divigion In the Treasury would divares the
busincss of lssuing paper money from the ordinary
routine of collection and dlebursement for which
the Treasury Department was originally estab-
lshed, and would be an excellent arrangement.
His recommendations for refunding would save
the (Governmmnent a large amount of Interest, nnd
while, in the opinlon of many persons, Including
myself, there Is no question s to the fact that all
of our bonds ara redeemable In gold eoln, at the
same time the Seeretary's polnt that a bond, prin-
clpal nnd Interest, should ba specifically payabls
In gold, woujd serve to remove any ambiguity or
doubt that might exist in the minds of many of
our people

“For obvlous reasons {f the legal-tender notes
are to be retired in whole or In part, 1t Is neces-
sary that some form of currency should repince
them, otherwise a contraction of the elreulating
medinm might result and serfoualy nffoct husinoss

It seems 1o ma quite clear that as the Nutional
banks of the country are at present practically
hunks of deposit and discount (the issuin af

bink notes being only n small part of their busic
llv's.“;. some ndditional faculties must be nocorded
10 them

it the Government expects to maintain
ote {asties on a gold basia, In my opinion
rv's suggestion will meat with the gen-
val of baunkers in this couniry, although,

many are not especlally anxious 1o
and unlese renson-

of

under ake to {gsue thelir notes,
able retiurns ean be had by the bimks they will
+ taikire the place of th vernment
the eountry with curren roddes m-

ahle in gaoli

vAs | uniderstand the Secretary’s plan, It 1= his
0% it 1 with the lasun and Hedemption
Drapirtment in operation and with Natlo! ks
EEUing curTeneY on A repsonable basis, the cireus-
Inting medinm woild ba flexible enough to aupply
the wants of the people In times of Retive trade
o the surplus eire during the

and 1o re
periods of dundancy.  His gpestions permit-
Hng the fssulng of o certain percentake af hank

potes as Arst lian upon the asssts of w bank would,
I e entirely

safety fund

by wislon for a 4
safe ¢ it all in all the Beoretnry's report,
inn . is nostep in the righit direcstion, anil
1 tr sompress Wil serlously consider his

el

ROSTON MERCHANTS FAVOR THE PLAN.

RESOLUTION ALSD PASSED FAVORING IN-
CRIBASED TRATE WITH CANADIA

% (Bpectal) —The Hoard of Directors

Merchants' Assoclation to-day sent

sommunication to Congressman

A

RBoston, Dec
of the Boston
the followlng
Jaseph H. Walker:

“Phe Roston Merchants' Association notes with
pleasure that you are to Introdues a bill in aecord-
ance with the recommendation of the President,
providing for the redemption of greenbucks in golid,
1l only In exchunge for gold, and wa

1o ba reisst
onca pass your hill”

trust Congress will at

The monthly meeting of the Hoard wis Held to-
day
the Treasury. was present as & guest. T
ing resolution was unanimousty adopted

“The Hoston Merchunts' Assoclation reaffirms the
1,

Charles § Hamlin, ex-Assistant Seeretiary of
he follow-

resplution unanimously adopted on November
expres=ing Its hope that enlarged eommercial
tercourse with the Dominion of Canadi may 1
from the negotiations now pending  between
United States and Great Hritaln, and refterates 1S
firm belief that a speedy adjustment of all dis-
puted questioms between Cuanada and the United
States and the fnauguration of o wise reclprocity
of trade will conduce to the greater prosporily
progress of hoth natlons. In reafrming this re-
solve, the Bonrd of Directors of the Doston Meors
chants’ Assoclation deslre to eXpress utianimous
judgment, thar for the broad Interests of the
United States and Canada allke the construrtlon of
Hectlon 22 by Attorney-General Mekhennn should
stand as the fixed law of the land. us doubtless in-
tendnd by those who frumed the section”

The following communication was addressed to
United States Senator Eugene Hale, of Miine
“The Boston Merchants' Assoclatlon learns with
satfsfaciiofi that you have Introgueed n measure
providing for larger Arydocks, which ere so ob-
and we trust that 1t will receive
the immediate sanctlon of Congress, in order that
this Imperative want may be met at an enrly date,
and that we may not again be placed in the hu
nting position of Leing olliged to use the facil
of n forelgn country to dock our naval ves %
Chorlea I Clark, president of the New-York,
New-Huven and Hartford Rallroad Company, wis
unanimously admitted to membership

e

COMMENDED BY EX-S8ECRETARY FAIRCHILD

Charles 8 Falrchild, the ex-Beeretary of  the
Treasury, sald yesterday that he thought the mes-
sige of President MeKinley was in the right direc-
tlon In its recommendations for the reorganization
of the Natlonnl finanees, In about A& week the
Monetary Commiesion of which Mr, Falrchild Is a
member will complete 1ts report and recommenda-
tions upon the currency question, The report will
be sent to the chalrman of the Executive Commit-
tea of the Monetary Conventlon which met ot
Indianapoils, and the eommitten probably will b
called together soon ta conalder It

-* g

THE POLITICAL “PULL"M

From The Trenton State Gazette.

Freeholder Phillp Bindornagle, of Hudson Coun-
ty, must puy for the fun he had in delying the
taw by serving a term in Binte Prison

The aflirmation of Bindernagle’'s convl Uon by
the Court of Errors nnd Appeals will not plesss
thoss high-headed and blgh-handed gentlomen who
take such a prominent and tugntial part in the
management of poelitical affairs In Hudson County

it

1tha

The convicted Freeholder was o mian with a
“pull He was y close to the ring, and e
peclally to the ¥ ntic leaders. Helleving in
the power of his “pull” to save him, T8 -Ir-'.l--nlglh--

Inw nand the pe notwithstanding denun-
atatlon from t he operated a gambiing
den and for a long time monaged 10 eScajpe con-
vietlon.

Put the day ecame when Bindernagle could no
longer dodge the law., Evidence axamnst him wos
s cared through Investigation by Captain Holart
Tutile, Governor Grigga's private secretary. e
wis arrested and put to trial. Then came the
gupreme test of Blndernagle’'s "pull” and it falied

‘f‘h» poittical “pull” is & pretty goml thing to
have, 80 long as 1t upplles to Individunls who are
poiltical leaders, but 1t s to the credit of the
~ourts that with them fts strength folls. There
may be exceptions, of course, hut we are pleased
to belleve that u great majority of the courts rre
above the influcnes of the politleal “pull”

Though helpful ot times, the politieal “pull” s
witha; a dangerous thing for a man to have, he-
ciause he [8 apt to overestimate 115 strength, and
its tendency 18 to drow him into trouhle. At some
tims It will surely fall him. The Instances whera
it has remalped faithful to s man during his life-
time are exceedingly rare. When the Spull” fndas
that it can no longer use the man, It s quick to
break away.

Tt Is gratifying to know that ths great power
the polltieal  “pull” had in Hudson County 1Is
1:"11?1.!‘, and that the determination of the county
eourts to uphold the law and enforee gond govern-
ment has been approved by the higher tribunal

— e

RAILROAD TRACK FELEVATION,

From The Newark Advertiser.

The confersnce of city officlals and legislators,
ineluding Senator Johnson, of Bergen Couuty, on
the subfect of leglsiation for rallrond trock eleva-
tion in cltlea sl have for its guldance the recent
decision of the Buprems Court, read by Justice Van
Byckel, which shields rallroad priviloges hehind con-
stitutional safeguards. The same judges wro equal
to the task of setting aslde any act of the Leglsin-
ture copcerning tracks and grads crossings that con-
flicts with rallroad Interests,

denator Johnson's bill of inst winter provided for
a Stats Rallroad Commisaion, hut under Justics Vin
Byrkel's declaton 8 commission would have Mttle
reil power. There 1a always danger, too, of a com-
mis=lon getting under control of the rallroad cor-
porations, The New-York Commisslon met  that
fate long ego, and the horror on the Lang Island
Jaliroad last summer was condoned by Its mem-
bers, It was thonght last winter that Senator John-
son's bill was not sufficlently guarded agalnat the
danper of rallrond control while It stripped the mu-
nicipnlities af what power they now possess.
wurk wnnis to gnt rid of 1ta rallrond grade
erossings.  ‘The munieipality haws trifed with the
queatlon for years The tirst Board of Works made
an effort in that direction and then subsided, There
have Leen 8 agmodle revivals of the question, but
the ?ml is that nothing has been dona practieally,
and the matter {8 no further advanced thun It wna
Wix years ngo. Let us hopo that the proposed con-
forenes will be productive af something more than
talk, that the nill to bg drawn will not be con-
giriated to let @ horse and cart be driven through it,
gnd that it will be In the line of real reform.

SR

® WwHAT I8 ITS VALUE?

¥rom The Elizabeth Jourtal

Query: If the frunchise for a trolley line be-
tween  Ellzabeth and Plainfiald fs worth $500,000
over an unimproved road, after the county his
bullt §ts own road on widened Weatflold-ave. how
much would & franchlse on thie paved avenue be
waorth to a trolley eorporation without compaetition?

S y——

Fennsylvania Rallroad announces that, com-
m-.-rctng Dmu}]be 17th, & through traln service
will he establls petween New-York and Atlan-
tie Clty, leaving New-York, [ of West 23d-at,
at 1¢ i , Cortlandt a shrusses sts. at
1:40 g o ly. except Hunday. Buffet parlor
rar and coaches run through. L]

aple, and,

TO STOP PELAGIC SEALING.

BILLS INTRODUCED IN BOTH BRANCHES
OF CONGRESS.

THE MEASURIS ARE INTENDED TO STRENOTHEN
THE POSITION OF THE ADMINIBTRATION
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH ENG-

LAND AND CANADA,
Washington, Dec. 8—The Senate Committee
on Forelgn Helations to-day authorized a favor-
able report on a bill prohibiting pelagic sealing

by the peoaple of the United States,

The bill is a Jolnt produection of the Senate
and Treasury Department, and Its passage L]
asked on the ground that with such a law on
the statuta-hooks of this country the Adminis-
tration will be fn a hetter position than at pres-
ent to ask that other Governments procibit
pelagic sealing. The bill received the afMrmative
votes of all the Senators present, but its pro-
vislons were discussed at considerable length.

Mr, Davis reported to the Senate and asked
fmmediate eonsideration for i1, but Mr. Hale ob-
jected on the ground of the {mportance of the
measure and asked that the bill be printed. The
first sectlon is as follows:

That no eltlzen of the T'nited States, nor person
owing du or ohedienee to the laws of treatles
of the United States, nor any rson helonging to
or on hoard of a vessel of the United States, # adl
kill, eapture or hunt at any time or in any mnnner
whittever iny fur senl In the watess of the Pacifie
Ocean north of the thirty-fifth degree of north
latitude, and including Behring Bea and the Sea
of Okhotsk.

The hill also prohibits any cltizen of the United
States from equipping, using or emploving or
turnishing supplles to any vessel engaged In
kitllng or hunting fur gcals, and declares thit
no United States vessel shall be employved in this
work. The penalty for violating the proposed
law s Imprisonment for not more than six
months, or a fine of not less than £2000 nor mora
than 22000, or both, and the forfeiture of the
The fourth section ls as

veasel 80 engaged
follows

nitedd States shall be found
act applles having

ot senls, ap-
ar tiklng

It any vessel of the
within the waters to which this
on bonrd fur sealskins or bodies
puratus or mplements suftabile for kil
sonls, 1t =h |I1l he presumed that such ve
ured or employed n the killing of gald s
thar =all apparatus or lmplements wera u
violution of this act untll the contrary in proved
1o the satisfaction of the Court.

The United States courts of Alaskn, Call
fornia, Oregon and Washington are to have
jurisdictlon over cases arising under the act
1t is espeetally provided that the act I8 not 1o
Interfirs with the privilezes of coast Indlpns
nor with the taking of seals on the Pribyloff
Officors of the Navy and the Revenue

Islands

Cutter Service are empowered to search sus-
pected vessels, The lmportation of senlskins
taken emtrary to thla law hy any person s

prinibited, nnd all skins so tmported are to be
gelzed and destroyed,
CHAIRMAN HITT'S MEABURE

Representative Hitt, of INinolg, chairman of
the Committes on Forelgn Affalrs, introduced a
gimillar hill in the House. This measure supple-
ments the negotintions which have heen going
on for some time hetween the United States,
Great Britain, Russin and Japan Throughaut
the negotintlons the representatives of Great
feitaln contended that an effort was helng made
have FBritlsh cltizens suop pelagle seallng,
while @t the same time the 'nited States per-
mitted 1ts awn cltizens to earry on this destrue
ton. When the American Commissioners ure q
that peluki was contrary to the dic-
tates of humanity they were invariably met
with the answer that this Inhumuanity was
ganctioned by the laws of the United States
The Stite Department desires to overcome this

abjection
The law ns it stinds
t'nited States to take seals outside of the th

aealing

permits citlzens of the

mile limit surrounding the Fribyloff Islands
This was never intended, but has come nhout
through a Supreme Court declsion respocting

the Parls Award, The law reads that cltizens
of the United States shall not take weals “in the
waters of Alnska. 1t was muppored  that this
was @ unlversal prohibition to American eltl-
zons.  Put the Paris Court of Arbitration held
that the United States had no property in the
poals outside of the three-mile Nmit arounid the
Pribyloff Islands. In o instrulng thix the Su-
preme Cotrt held that as the United States had
nn property outslde the threenile MHmit the
law prohthiting the destruction of senls Cin the
waters of Alaska’ dld not apply to pelagle s nl-

fng on the high seas  In consequence, | aching
hy Amerlenn vessels was in effect, legallzed,
and o number of Amer n vessels have heen
sonling In Behiring Sea, althoukh the Govern-

heen seeking to show that this seal-
Inig was unjustifinhle

It 18 expected that this gtep by the 1'nited
Genten will hive n salutary #ffect on the neran-
tintlons now  In ProRTeSs with England and
Conads.  Mr. Hitt will eall the hill up at the
mesting of the Committes on Foreign Affairs
to-morrew, and the purposs I8 to have It re-
ported and passed with the least delny pos-

CHULS <
GRFATER NEWYORK POSTAL SERVICE.

ment hng

ONBOLIDATION OF THE OFFICES FAVORED BY
MI GARY
Washington, Dee. K- Postmastar-Gene rml Gary

Wt tor Congress to tike the Inltintive In the
matter of the proposed eonkol Intion of the post-
offices In Grenter Now York under one hend, He
Vs catsed eonstderable tnformation bearing on the
toanibitity of the scheme to ba gatl o) for the
puldianes of Congress, and this will bé tranrmitted

will w

A soon as i resolution -..Illm{ tor 1t 1s ndopted
Afr. (iary has glven o great deal of attention to
the subfeet and the propedcd eonsclidation haq

thin hearty Indorsement of the offlclals of the De-

partment.
e —
FOR THE PAN-AMERICAN EXPOSITION.

SHITHERN DIPLOMATS AND TIHE DIRECTORS EN-
TERTAINKD BY WILLIAM B CURTIS.
Washington, Dec. E—The Ministers and other
representatives of the Latin-American  republlos
were the guests of Wihlam E. Curtis, at the
Arlingtan to-nlght, and met at dlnner the dipectors
of the Pun-Ameriean Exposition, which Is to he
held on Cayuga Island, near Nlagara Falls, in 156
All the Amerlcun Hepublics and Hawall were rep-
resented except Pery, Tir, Egulguren, the Poeruvinn
Mintster, belng out of the city. The other guests
were Becretury Blss, who war o member of tha
Pan-Amerienn  Conference, Mr.  Ades nud Mr.
Cridler, Asstatant Secretaries of Btate; Mr. Bryan,
of the Bureau of Amerlean Republics, and 1 ro-
fesgor  Wilson,  director of the Fhilndelphls
muscums,  After the dinner W. Caryl Ely, -lfrm-«
tor-generil of the Pan-Amerlenn Expositlon, ex-
pladned the plan and scope of that enterjrise in

an Informal manner.
—

THE TREASURY'S STOCK OF GOLD.

1T I8 LARGER THAN AT ANY OTHER TIME BINCE
AUGUST, 1500

Waahington, Dee. 8 -The records of the Treasury
Department show that the amount of net gold on
hand to-diay was $108, 101,060, which I8 greater than
nt nn?' other time sinee August, I, wlhen It was
SR, 847,540 .

NEW SHIPPING COMMISSIONER AERE,

Washington, Dee, S—J. M. Dickey, of Newburg,
N. Y., hns heen appointed Bhipping Commissioner
at the part of New-York In place af M. J. Powers,
who rosigned to engage in private husiness.

————— ..__ T
HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE TRANSFERRED,

washington, Dec, B —Heeretary Long has issued
an order transferring the Naval Hydrographle
OfMeo from the control of the Navigation Bureau
to the Hureau of Eguipment The latter burean
now has l'i!ill'ft' of the compasses, Naval Observie-
tory and stmllar branches of the service, so the
order I8 in the Interest of uniform practice,

= e
IMPORTANT ISSUES AT RTARE.

From The Hackensack Record,

There are questions of great Interest coming to
the surface in our Btate affairs. There are very
lmportant issues that must be mot, Faclng ums are
the problems of a radical change in the jury sys-
tem; a more comprehenslve system of our legal
and judicial mn--hmrr{ and a codiffeation of the
laws: n more expeditious eystem In the govern-
ment of the counties; the important problem of
griade crossings, and the hard nut to crack ual
taxatlon and e Gitahle asgessments and a n{rnp -
cation of our election laws. These are the promi-
nent live tssues of the day In New-Jersey. Politl-
cal partes will do well to heed the demand of the
gm le, and )";'1 the necesslties themselves have no

usiness to separated into partisan questions,
while the particular metheds to be adopted may
claim much of the attention of the respective po-
ltlcal erganizations

Tiffany & Co.

Diamond and Gem Merchants, |

have now on exhibition and sale
the largest and most compre-
hensive stock of gem jewelry
ever shown in this country.
Their collection of emeralds both
faceted and en-cabochon cut,
and pearls in necklaces, sautoirs
and drops or pendants, is par-
ticularly worthy of attention.

UNION SQUARE
NEW YORK

SHORT SESSION OF CONGRESS.

A CUBAN SPEECH BY SENATOR ALLEN-THE
PENSION BILL IN THE HOUSE.

Washington, Dec. 8 —To-day’'s sesslon of the Ben-
atn pccupled less than an hour, the time heing prin-
elpnily econ=umed by the members In the presenta-
tion of memorlais, resolutions and hille.

A reanliution presented by Mr. Allen {Pop., Neh.),
declaring 1t to he the sense of the Senate that the
United Siates should recognize the political inde-
wns made the subjest of some
remarks by the Nebraska Senator, In the course of
which he criticlsed the Preajdent’s polley. At the
clase of Mr. Alien's remarks the Senate, on mmlol;
of il @ Maxe), adjourned as & mark o
rr've;lutv-r-r }|I-| :1';'-' t::f'rl:ll.n:l'l:r :hr Inju:~I Ashley B. Wright,
anw of the members of the House of Hepresenti-

tives from Massachusetts

The =esslon of the Houae laated only fifteen min-
uteds, W, A, Stone (Rep., Penn.) reported the Pen-
sion Appropriation bl the first of the &p aroprintion
Wils, and gave motiee that ha would call 1t up im-
me liately after the reading of the journal to-mor-
row. The Elections Committess and the Committee
on Ranking ani currency obtalned leave to kit dur-
fn the sesstona of the House. Then at 12:16 o'clack

the House adjourned.

pendence of Cuba,

*

HOUSE COMMITTEES ORGANIZING.
MAl' OUT THE WOHK OF THE

BESSION

Waskington, Dec, 8-The House Commlittes on
Forelgn Aftalrs will hold Ita first meeting to-mors
row, when Chalrman 1111t will name the sub-com-
mittees which will ronalder the several questions
of Cubn, Hownall, ete. Thus far thers has heen no
consultation on the general line of procedurs on
merous  forelgn  subjecta befora the com-

PREPARING TO

the nu
mittes
‘The River and Harbor Committes will meat the

early part of next weak, Already strong pressire
i hwelng brought to hear tor the praparation of &
fitver and Harhor bill. The Indications are that It
wiil result in the reporting of such a bill

Tha Committes on Rules, of which Bpeaker Reed
will get together during the holldays
changss of the rules as experi-
Tt is not axpected
will

Is chualrman,
to consider such
ones has shawn to he desirable

that thess will touch ADY vital points, bhut

rather be in the nature af Foutine changes to fa-
fitate the dispateh of husiness Mensrs, Walker
wd  Barrett, of Massachusetts, have submitted

tor numerons changes, which will be

sals
fored
w Committes on Invalld Pensions met to-day
took actlon internded to ecorract the alleged
fly growing abure of young women marrying
orw mrid satiors for the purpose of becom-
swa und Adrawlng a penslon from tha
Tha committes muthorizged Chalrman
‘aln trom the (‘ommittes on Fules an
permitting  an amendment to the Peanslon
‘riation Bl providing that no pension shall
er he granted to the widow of a salilier or
pearson who Is married to such soldler or
afier the pussage of this act, excepting,
willors, officers, ete, now In
i¢ enter the military or naval

herea
athor
HreOn
awaver all sold
or who may
warvice of th 1 States

The Committes on Agricaiture orgnnized to-day.
The sesston was devoted to work of a preliminary

noture, and scveral sub-commitiess Weore appoint-
el M Whadswarth, Henry, Warner, Clurdy
and Wil were ilesige a= the suh-com-
mittee In charge of the Agriculiural Appropriation

1l and work on that measurs will ba hegun at
AT
—ie
ELECTION CONTESTS IN THE HOTURE.
RAPID PROGIIESES TN DISPOFING OF THE TWENTY

CASFES EXPECTED.

| are snny Show to Hanpe on to it

W Mwee & (8pecindh
ther
wora ta-diny nuthorized to sit during the seastons of
that body and hear arguments and consider the
cases which have been referred to them Diates
have niready been neaigned for the hearing of sev-
eral of the cames. and the polley will ha to press all
of them to a conclusion as rapldly as will be con-
sistent with falr consideration for the rights of all
concerned,  The committees enter on thelr dutler
this session with unususl advantages, Nearly all of
the members were on the committeen In the last
Congress, whien nad to deal with electlon contests,
nrd the laws and precedents reinting to the sub-
Jeoct are therefore frosh in thelr minds Renjdes,
the testimony in all the pending cases has been
printed and hriefs In most of them have heen suh-
mit pder thesn clreumstances, rapld progress
= weteidd, nnd It 18 hoped that all of the cases,
|?-\--1.=;F in number, will be dispoxed of at this ses-
slon.

ashington,

el s
ATTACKING THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW.
A BILL INTRODUCED BY SENATOR GALLINGER—
MOVEMENT A CONFERENCE
IN THE HOUSE.
Sennator (alllnger to-day In-

MR

Washington, Der. 8

troduced bl to define and regulate the Civil Ber- |

vies. 1t provides that nelther Clvll Servieo lnws
nor the regulations under them “shall be con-
strued or held to apply to or to contral appolint-
ments to any offiee or offielal employment by or
under the United States, except to the clerical
places in the executive departments, an clnssified
by Section 163 of the Revieed Statutes, to lke

clerieal appointments In the customs and postal |

wervice In such custom-houses and postofMees ns
whnll employ fifty nr more clerka, and to the letter-
carriers and postal clerka of the Postoffice Dapart.
ment.” The bill provides for the examination of
other appotntecs by the heads of Departments.

A paper was cireulated In the House to-day with
& view to bringing about a conference of those
members who favor a change in the present Civil
Herviee system.  The paper was handled by Rep-
pesentative Pearson, of North Carolina, and re-
celved many slgnatures. The purposs, it Is under-
stood, I8 to make the conference non-political and
to extend 1t out<ide of the membership of tha Civil
Hoerview Commities, as some of the men most ac-
tive In urging o revislon of the Iaw are not on this
committee,  Mr. Girosvenor, of Ohlo, s amon
these. He approved the plan of a conference o
those Interested in the subject, and It ia likely to
be held at an early day.

—_——
THE HOLIDAY RECESS.
IT WILL PROBABLY EXTEND FROM DECEMBER
18 UNTIL JANUARY 8 OR 4

Washington, Dee. 8—The Indications are that the
haollday recess of Congress will extand from Satur-
day, December 18, to Monday or Tuesday, January
3 or §.  Spenker Reed la underatood to favor thess
dates. If, however, any Imporiant businesa comes
up In the Senate or House the recess will probably
not begln untll Christmas week. Bo far as the
House s concerned, no general loglslation will be

ready for conilderation hefore the holldays, and
m;urk is llkely to ba confined to the appro atlon
1a.

B s
TO SETTLE THE KANSAS PACIFIC DEBT.
A BILL FRAMED BY THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL

INTRODUCED IN THE BENATE.

Washington, Dec. 8.-Senator Gear to-day Intro-
duced a bill authorizing the Secrelary of the Treas:
ury to enter a bld for tho United States on bond-
alded rallroads and to clear oft lleps paramount to
those of the United States, and appropriating the
amount necessary for this purpose. The provision
(s ns follows: 'The Secretary of the Treasury
shall, under the direction of the Prealdent, redeem,
or otherwise clenr off such paramount {len or mort-
gage or other encumbrance by paying the sums
lawfully due In respect thereof out of the Treas-
ury; or may bid and purchase in the name of an
for the United States the propert affected an
subject to such paramount lien at any sale thereof
made under any order of the Court or any udg-
ment or decree of foreclosure of such llen or Inter-

Tha thres Elec- |
Committess of the Housa of Representatives |

est of the United States.™
The bill is understood to have been framed by

the Attorney-General, an
the way to a settlement eg tL‘. 11.(‘1nn't:.nd Ffdﬁ% 32;?

"= s
GEORGIE WRITES 4 LETTER.
From The Cleveland Leader.

Dear Uncle Fred: 1 s

v : pose you d.
liul paw says you couldn't kﬁl m-thl‘:; }h:'l:l‘nalel“
Erru a Bawmill. Al T Done Was Cut off my Big

oa. Me and Tom Simmons was agoln to Bild &
ElMo tower. Hlis paw Has a Carpenter S8hop In
The Back yard and so we got all the Boards we
Could talr loose from the Fences In that naber-
hood ?“d took Them In Tom's Back yard, and Be-
gin bildin. When Tom's paw wasn't thelr Tom
tok a lot of tools out of the shop, and they was
& Sharp thing amung Them with Handles on the
en&.s: a"{hat’n swhal therum?ke -h:’\nn. with.

ane Btory up a rite, an
nrm.lrlrf Thair was %tallg interested. axtithe Boys

I was up on top in the Fancy work and Tom
was Handin up the boards, so when [ was puliin
with all my mite and Tom he was pushin away
as hard as he eould a nale broke, and they was
somethin a pood Deal like a erth quake Happened,

The blaim sharp Thing was layln rite wﬁ:;r 1
struck, and When they took my Bhoe off the Toe it
stayed inside,

You ought a seen Paw whey he Come Home.
Maw she Sent fer Him as soon as she Knowed 1
was Hurt, and the Dactor had It all Tide up When

aw Got Thalr. When they told paw It was mil

e Ho sayae:

“Ta that all. I thot it was his hole darn lalg.”

That made Maw’ purty mad.

‘1 spose,” she says to Him “you're Borry It ain’t
no waorse!"

"Yes' paw says, “T Am.
him more Good."

I wonder what makes Boys paws Have Sich Hard

Harts.

Maw cried ut;}' Hard when He sed that and
when she could Talk again She sed He was that
Cruel It was a wonder the Lord let Him Have
enny Childern,

“I guess T wouldn't Have none If you Had your
way,” says paw. “You'd encourage them to go
ahed and Draik their blaim necks the First thing.™

They mite a Had a reglar fte If the Doctor

wasent thalr.,

I thot It was purr}r wuff at first, But 1 Dlden't
need to Go to School, so I'm Glad it hapened. [
wisht ft wasn't well yit. I could git along with-
out no Crutch now If I wanted to, But I ain't
goln to Give up thle Here Snap as long as they

We Had a gralt old Thanksgiving. 1 et so Much
Turkey my hed alks yet so 1 can’t think of no
more this time. GEORGIE.

e iina e
AN ABLE, PURE, COMPETENT MAN.

From The Jersey Clty Journal.

There 12 probably no man In this State who could
take up the burden that Governor Griges will lay
down who would have the sympathy of the people
regaridiess of polltics to a greater extent than Sena-
tor Voorhees. He will retain the pure atmosphere
which went Into the Executive Chamber with Gov-
ernor Griggs, and there will be no more danger
of sceandals finding a footing there than there has
been during the incumbency of John W. Griges.

There 15 no good reason why Governor Girlggs should
not accept the call to enter the Natlonal Cabinet
He (8 one of the ablest lawyers in the country, and
devoted to his profession.  The honor which s
offersd to him without the asking might well be the
laudabje ambition of a Wfetime. and It Is one that
reflects honor on hia Btate. 1t Is n Natlonal In-
Aoresment of the apinlons nf 152,00 Jerseymen friends
and nelghbors wha called him hy the largast majority
ever given to a Gubernatorial candidate in this Btate
ta hecome their chisf executive

The Natlonal gain will he a loss to the State, but
thers are two mitigating cirrumstances,  He will
not he gone forever, and his term will be fiiled out
by an able, pure and competent man.

el i

TROSE COMICAL JUSTICES!

From The Elizaheth Journal

A Trenton Justice of the Feace advised a man
that he was free to marry, then performed the
mnrringe ceremony, then issued a warrant for his
arrest on & charge of blgamy, and then committed
the man In default af bail. Oh, don’t abolish the
Justice of the Peace! He's a dalsy!

If it was It mite do
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