INDUSTRIES THAT FAILED.

THEY DID NOT REVOLUTIONIZE THE
COUNTRY'S PURSUITS, AFTER ALL

VICIESITUDES

SILEWORM AND HIS HOW

CHANGE THE SUGAR

THE
SORGHI'M WAS To

MARKET -THA CULTURITS RIEE CAREER.

Thus far, according to the reports from the
peveral placoa where the industry has been es-
tablished, beet-sugar making scems to e enjoy-
Ing prosperity. The wave of enthusinsm which
started 1t and has kept it going has not yet
dashed aeiinst any breakwater of discourage-
mavit, and many contident predictions have bern
ade which, if fulfilled, Insure for the new be-
cupation a remarkable wealth producing carser.
And yot the whole prococding, with its #ntha-
giasm, preparations and forecnsts, recalls to the
minds of those whose memories reach back half
@ century, more or less, many similar attempts
that are recorded now under the hend of proj-
ects which failed, New industries which were
to revolutionize the country’s pursults have
been started in high hopes, over and over again,
only to drop quictly out (¢ sight after a little,
unremembered exeept by those who logt money
In the unsueccessful ventures, One of the most
anclent and persistent of  Lthese  enterprises,
which has been revived often enough to linger
etill In the memory of middle-aged persons, is
the raisine of silkworms and the making of silk.
1t 15 over two hundred years sinee this industry
first tried to naturalize itself on American aoll,
and It is further from prosperity to-dad han It
wai In Colonlal times!

1t is first mentloned as being pursued in this
country about the middle of the seventeenth
confined to Vi

century. At that time It was
ginta, and tradition has dc thal the raw wilk for
the ¢oronation rols of Charles 11, In B, wae

gent to Englund from that colony Apparenily
(his offort was too much for the Virginians, or
which s the true explanation, 1o
bacco-raising proved more profitable than
worm culture, for therne is no further roecond of

probably

silk

gilk from the Ol Dominjon.  In 1532 the in
dustry ook another lease of Hfe I Georrgln
where extensive grants of land were mivle ot
the eondition that one hondred ) white mulherrs
teres should be platied to eyiry ten aores
clourial ground,  The silkworms throve s
for muny years, and it oas wor hoonoting thiv
Guorgin marked the high Ll & rity o

i Lhiou

the industry an this country. L
gand pounds of raw Bk were exported to Fing

land, and it s stated that n arly dunble this
quantity was sent over in ofee year shoartly
afterward Then began the reign uf King
Catton, and the poor siikworm criplind ugr and
dled on  hig  shrivelled  miherts it "I*his
Just silk exportation from GeorEliv was e 1t
=00 and bt owias about that time Uhal the W
efitature n Savannnh pwhich in il laller yoar
hivid dtpdeed Deen used as i hotog), was torp down
AENTIMENT ASD SR CULTURE

A few yeuars biefure thi ‘ nthaslpt
pers ns in New-Engl vidis A termmined offort
to vsth ) 1 Atang vl
Cales Wi t ¥ unr '] h
howesar o Mietly noeorned Ao e
moting e Firyt f ey 1
Bosides the variou Hrariamn reu i favor
of the Lroes he waddeed this unigue Fecote 11
tion:

w@ueh proves are proper places for et '
atudy amd meditation,  This whl Bave we tht
with thu whio Jove cantemplation, th vy
Are W pred o

Whether gider Dire Flobt's patra woor nn der
that of sorme one else, the trees ware plotited
and he wortms raksed (g Cannaetieut bepzinied e
aliout the year 1760, Those eniag o in the coen
patlon stuck to it with commendabl Yotk
persience, but after throsquartors of a oen
tury of existonce itdlod a naturad d ath I'enn
sylvanin and New-Jor Bepan the eulture
silk in 1771 but 1 was “interpupted Ly the Bey
Glutlon, ad nover eosamed

Tt was abont the yenr 1500 that the grear stk
worm fover of this conlury started One of Ot
first manlfestations Laaigz thint At or
took place In the mullsrey i3 b I
alators, imogining that the ralsitg of ¢ v
wias to Lie the leading mdusiry of the couniey,
Importiad the tres known as Moras malticanhs
from Franee in bmmense punbors, Cortain per
gong obtalned nomonopoly of the teees, and they
wore sold W dhe silkwornm radsers al prices
raneingg from £25 to £500- 4 hondred. But the
new occupation felled, as it hadd inveriabily done
before, and in INEV thers wias g sadiden o hliag
of the mullerry boot, The once prised trees

were offerod o the furmers at 81 a hundred i
pea-hrush,” amd did not always find takers at
that

There have wen protests ever ginee ot Inter
vals agninst the negloet of =k culture,  In 1841
an ltalian named Tinelll spoke in favor of 4t at
the Ameriean Institute Fale of that year e
sadd it been Cpraved with almost mathe-
matical precigion” that Amerlea could not only
digpense with foreign sitk, but eonld supply
Furopean mirkots, and that the produetion of
wllk in destined ta (1 the
dangerous defleiis In putille veonomy cavacd by
specubiation and extravagance And yet nfter
fifty-aix yeurs the United States has not supptied
the Furopean markets o any appreciable extent
with =ik, nor filled up the deficits in the Trens-
ury with that fahrle! Mr. Tinelll remarked at
the same time that there had alrewdy been
#gigantic progress. anid the chief thing necded
then was a protective duty on Imporied silk.

Throughoul Lhe [fties, sixtiea and soventics

had

this country wad

there were many magazine articles on the sub-
ject of silk culture, written generally by persons
who were enthusiasts In the matter and who
lald the blame for the 1839 failure upon the
Iniquitous speculation In and monopoly of mul-
berry treea. v

All of these writers were remarkably hopeful
for the future, however, and the first published
note on the other side seems to have been siruck
fn 1880, when a writer remarked that the silk-
worm Industry In America had been merely a
serles of attempts and failures, and that it was
suitable only to densely populated countries
where labor was cheap,

But the pursuit which had undergone so many
alternate revivals and hardships was destined to
experienee one more fHeker of the spark of its
life, Tn 1886 the Agricultural Department estab-
lished a filature at Washington for the reeling
of silk from American cocoons.  Assoclations
for sitk-ralsing were formed In Kansas and Call-
fornia, and there was a Woman's Silk Culture
Assoclation In Philadelphia. In the same year,
1856, Congress voted-an annual appropriation of
$15,000 to enable the associations to buy the
cocoons direct from the farmers, reel them and
sell them to the manufacturers.  But the project
could not be made to glve any promise of great
enccess, and in 1802 the approprintion was dis-
continued.  Silk culture once more dropped gen-
tly into oblivion, and up to date it has not
emerged for another term of activity.

A USE FOR SORGITUM.

The history of sorghum, while It must be con-
sidered another record of failure, nevertheless
kas n redeeming feature in these latter days. If
| people made wry fices and declined to take a
'| faney 1o sorghum sugnr and maolasies, their cat-
it I dld not refuse to cat the
sorghum stlks. The plant, where it still four-
lstivs, 18 now used almost exclusively as fodder
for Hve stock. tut in the early duys of s
career In this country It wiss destined to turn the
stipgar market completely upside down.  Ordl-
nies cane stger would beoome an unconsidered
trithe when compared to the new kind, and the
sugar-cane plantations would pale
into insigniticance  beside the great sorghum
folde of the North and West. It was In 1854
that the first seeds of the Chinese sorgho plant,
twenty-one varieties In all, were e eived] at
b United States Patent Office, and distributed
throughout the country. The plant,
which strongly  resembles  Indian corn,  was
fonndd to grow admirably wherever corn did, and
Farmmers took up its eultivation with cagerness
Py 1RGO the industes had inerenssd so greally
that qon million gallons of sorghum
molasaes were made that year, lowa being the
Lot produesr, with Hineis and Indiana next
It was easler, however, to make the molasses
than to ervatallize the julee into sugar, and
e 1 Hierature was published at this time advo-
the
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l.ouistaan

thernes

over 8

tmethods for aceomplishing

PLAYS FOR HOLIDAYS.

LACK OF CHRISTMAS
PIECES.

NO LACK, HOWEVER, OF LIGHT AND AMUSING
WORKS ON THE LOCAL STAGE.

The managers of New-York theatres seem to
have forgotten that Christmas is coming. There
is not a singla attraction advertised for this
week that seems to have been designed and
ereated expressly for the holldays. That could
not happen In London, where they manage these
things o much better, Or 18 it in France, that
they manage these things so much better? In
London they always have pantomimes for the
holidays. It Is not quite clear whit the panto-
mime has to do with Christinas, except that
all right-minded people then feel inclined to let
go thile seriousness and be children for a little
while, and to enjoy with the enjoyment of chil-
dren; that mummerles are time-honored ac-
companiments of Christmas, and that the panto-
mime |3 a form of nonscusical mummery which
fulfils the desired conditions.

The Christmas pantomime has always ghown
the fragility of the sxotle in America. It has never
gained a firm bold on the popular mind, There
are persons living right here In New-York to-day
who would stare at you and would not under-

A STRANGH

GRACE FILKINS

Fifth Avenue Thoatra

“The Royal BHox,"

atand If you tried to convinee them that they were

any Lhe worse off for pot seeing a pantomime

helress he supposes that
she I8 beyond him, but she spreads a report that
her father has lost all his money. Upon this
tmnustuuhuhmdudnun.ndmﬂ
learns, according to the good old custom, that
the money remains firm.

S
Speaking of light pleces, “The Belle of New-
York” comes back to the Casino for this week
only. It wlil spend Christmas here, and pass
on, glving way to the new production of “The
Telephone Girl” (another of the list of wage-
earning young women of the stage), which will
occur & week from to-morrow. “The Belle of
New-York" will be presented with practically
the same cast as when it was last seen here.

—

he learns that she is an

Or, It a greater predominance of music Is
wanted to cheer the evenings of walting, while
Christmas tarries till the last day of the week,
it may be found in “The Highwayman,” at the
Broadway Theatre, This latest work of Messrs.
De Koven and Smith has been recelved with evi-
dences of welcome there, and it bids fair to be-
come one of the recognized standard attractions

of the season,

——

Light new comedy and the brightest of old
comedy are (o be alternated at Daly’s Theatre,
In observanee of the first of the holiday weeks.
For the second of them a return of “The Gelsha™
is proposed. This weerk «Number Nine; or, the
Lady of Ostend,” will ba played on Monday,
Woednesday and Friday evenings, and “The
Taming of the Shrew” will have a few more
performances, probably the last of this season,
with Miss Ada Rehan as Katherine, on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday evenings, and Wednes-
day and Saturday afternoons.

A mare serious turn of affairs will I found at
the Fifth Avenue Theatre, where Charles Coghe
lan will appear in his own play, "The Royal
Box.,” The story concerns an intrigue between
an actor named Clarence and Countess Helen,
the wife of a §wedish Ambassador. The Prince
of Wales (the Prince of Wales of 1810) is also
mixed up in it. The actor dines with the Count,
the Countess and the Prince, the Countess comes
to visit him in his dressing-room, she and her
husband and the DPrince zee him play Homeo
from the royal box, the actor finds his clings
too much for him, and publlely denounces the
Prince, and finally departs for America on a
tour for professional purposes, for his health
and for the health of the Prinee, the Count, the
Countess, and the Kingdom of Great Britain
generally, Misa irace Filking is the leading
woman of Mr. Coghlan's company, and his
daughter, Miss Gertrude Coghlan, Is alsn a mems-
ber of il

P

Perhaps Nat Goodwin might justly assert that
his play, "An American Citizen,” w hich is near-
ing the end of its long run at the Knlekerbocker
Theatre, {5, after all, the most appropriate play

ptingg VAarious
.v in the course he holldays, Yot, thouzh the
cenringe” to the best advantage. Another and \ i iidays, Yet, thoush) th for Christmas that is now in town, for it cer-
S { " = : 2 public s so lmmentably unconscioygs af the ne-
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g : of the pantomime appears i New-York abiout |
ot Pigrine the war the South cultivated| talks about “tolly and mistingtoe” 1t i8 a small
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i (to o evnsiderable extend Genereal | tragment of recognition of the season, but It 18
) - L 2 Jlthat 1t Is right toige to oo can foel that they h ‘el 3
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| frons: time to time experts came forwnrd with I the next thing to that But this year thero | the Garrick Theatre, but it s lightened with
Wl lee ms 1o how the disagrecable sorghum 5 nothing at all of e kind.  There i3 | enough humor to give it the cheer appropriate
witee il be ollminatiod from the sugar. The not even a barnyard play, with a Christmas | to the season, and this production Is not Hkel-
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These arrived in ool condition, and in
Nreuat, ISHO, over Aty thousand fine tea plants
wore prowing i e United States Propagating
tiarden, at Washineton, In the Agricultural Re
port for that yemr considerable spaee was e

s

Pl

voted to ten, withy redsons why Bt could be ridsed
succeasfully in Am i, and i the ISH) report
there was o longe article by Spencer Bonsall, of
hifladelphin, the title of which ran thus
Hx Culture and Manufacture,
Dhirections for the Soll, Character of Climate,
etes, Adaptod to the Culture of the Phint In the
I'nited States, from  Practieal Ac
audred by o Wesidence of Six Years in Assam.”

South Carolinn secrog to have beon the only
State which cared to try the tea cxperiment, and
the results wore shortlived and unsatisfactory.
In a year or twa oo mentlon of tea appeared in
the Agrioultural Reports, and the project was
added to the rotired list, It is not belleved that
it has ever since been reviveds

e with

Flxpierienese

|
[ him to the girl herself, and he is now secking

| bger, mever having scen her. But Nita has fallen
i love with the Duteh villuge, hing determined
| to stay there, and @s wearing the dress of a
| village girl. Before he finds her the Barl sees

| Viglelte's baggage, notes the vV oon it, uu;npoﬁenl

| that Violette is Miss Vanderkoop, and begins
| miking love to her.
| uther, of course, and he thinks that she is con-
aenting to be married to him, while she sup-
poses that he is merely agrecing to her marriage
with hils son,

Then arvives the manager of the Paris theatre
anid hureles Violette away for rehearsals, He ls
overjoyed that she should be ecngaged to the
1iarl, as he thinks that it will be an escellent
widvertisement, The scene s then transferred to
Paris.  All the characlters gather on the stage
of the theatre, for one reason and another, Nita
bhas a lover of her own, a painter, who has been

cngaged Lo design puslers for the theatre, When

They misunderstand each |

perfectly
Iy ground to the best shape by the machine, so
that they do more and better work on this ac-
count In a given time. [ believe that that
machine has brains—the braius of the Inventoe
—and it has no donbt revolutionized work of
this kind in American machine shops. This is
Lut one case out of many that T have noted.”

The visitor correctly detined a peculiar char-
acteristie of American inventive genius. The
great engineering undertakings, the Immense
manufacturing establishments and the leviathan
machinery are, of course, most conspieuous and
Imipressive; but these big things are comparas
tively few in number, while the novel improves
ments  In little  things -usually classed as
“Yankee notions”—-are leglon, and cach one cons
tributes (s mite toward the general sum
prosperity of the business of the country

o £

REGINNING TO TARE

Prom The Cincinnat! Enquirer,

John—S80 you really think you have some
chance of winning her, do you?

Henry—0Oh, yes; 1| feel quite encouraged. She
Lias begun o tind fault with my looks

NOTICR,



