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FOREIGN.—No uneasiness over the possibility |

of war over the dismemberment of China is felt

i 3 - The German (Government has
B Eonden 'nited States for

.d the request of the
;:&l:-:: xE\ #% on animal products. = —‘!r ig sn':d‘
that the relatives of Dr Thomas W. Evans, ll v
wealthy American dentlst who dled racently in |
Paril 11 eontest his wiil = A numher of
; 1 ineluding French naval and

by a raflway collision in France, '
= 7 gunboat which

10 leave the Gul? of Ambracia was |
v the Turkish (ort at Prevesa. the |
Amhnassgidor 1o Turkey has been requests
btiin a friendly explination,

DOMERTIC --Nine persons are :hoa.:xhl to
have perizhed at the burning of the u-lim-.um
fn Chicago; two mure had fires oceurred in Chi-
engo, a fire captaln receiving fatal Injut-lvs_ntl
—= Thirty or forty people were terribly

n
;);-3.“:.“! in Ashev N, (L, by the explosion of
& can «ontalning thirty pounds of powder, whiie

a Christmas salute was being fired, === A re-
port nn the Indian troubles in Colorado by a
speelal agent of the Interior Department ex-
operates the game wardens

=——= A sleighing
party was struck by & train near Little Falle,

. a gitl was killed and five people were

N, Y.
seriously injured. === The merchants of Port-
land, (ire. have offered to equip and gend a

relief expedition to the Klondike, —— Fifteen
thousand window-glass workers in the Indiana
It are to return to work, thelr strike hav-
ing been settled.

CITY AND SURURBAN.-Christmas was cel-
eheated In the chutches and the various insti-
tutlons of the city with the old-time gladness
and with the usual kindness to the poor and |
unfortunate, George F. Boulard, chief
senfor as<lstant civil engineer of the New-York
vl Hudson River Rallroad, disappeared
17; since then no trace of him has

Herman F. Dale dled sud- |
apartments at No, M4 Gramercy

his

in
and the police suspected sulcide,
Willlam H Grace, a well-known Brooklyn poli-

tie d re tate dealer, died. =——— “Jim= |
N e | anid that the present revival of the profect

Park,

mie” Michael, the midget eyelis:, defeated Ar- |
thur Chase, the English champlon middle dis- |
tance rider, by about four miles in a thirty-
mile race In Madlson Square Garden,

THE WEATHER—Indlcations for to-day:
Rain., Temperature vesterday: Highest, 30 de-
grees; lowest, 16; average, L7

THE PARTITION OF CHINA,

News froih the Far East {2 vague and often
contradictory—its usual characteristics when
wars or other serions movements arve impend
fiig.  Not even Havapa iftself has been the
somree of more news that is not news than
fhanghal, for example, was throughout the war
betwern China and Japan, Nevertheless, a few
facts seom to be woll establishied, and they may
serve ns bases for o certaln amount of not too-
reckloss speenlation.  The one fundamental fact
{8, of course, that the long-contempliated parti-
tion of China has now actually begun, It may
be dated frow the time when Russia, Germany
and FPravee combined 1o oppress amnd coerce
Japau into moditying the treéaty of Simonoseki |
and thus rellnguishing her Just rights as vietor
in the Clhilnese war. For that doulnful service
to China, Russla was tirst to clalm reward, in
the form of a military occupation and virtual
protectorate of Manchuria and Leao-Tong. Ger-
many bas followed at no great distanee by the
eelzure of Kiao-Chau, Fraoece will eome last, |
but her share of the spoils will probably not i
be lenst. That a perfeet upnderstanding on the |
subject exiets among the three Powers is un- |
questionable, Tt s shown In the facts that |
pelther Kussia nor France makes the slightest
protest agalpst Germany's action nor even ex- |
presses surprise ot i, and that Russis, when |
appealed to by China for protection against
Germany, answers merely by enlarging her own
share of the partittoned empire amd tightening
Ner grip upon it °

Another thing equally clear Is that the three |
Powers have three objects in view. The first
is to grab as murch as possible of China for
themselves,  Thut, of course, The second is
to curb the vising power of Japan, to which |
eountry they have already demonstrated thielr
hostility, The third, and not least, s 1o anst |
Great Britain from the plice of paramount in- |
finence she has long held In China.  For the
present this last ahjeet is by far the most in- |
teresting and signiticant, It js to be ohservid
that the three Powers are those which have
long been nccounted the least felendly to Great
Britain—have, indecd, ench of then on more
than one occaslon manifestod an active desive |
to baflle her diplomaey and thwart the promo-
tion of her interests. They have, at any rate,
taken this action without cousulting ber, and |
with full consciousness that (it will not prove
pleasing to her. More thau that, an officlally |
ganctioned utteranee on behialt of the ehilef of |
them is 1o the effevt that Great Britain is not
to be considered in the matter, and that if ghe
inxists upen having a hand In the partition of
China she will be respousible for whatever
breach of the peace way ocenr. Whether Great
Britalu will protest against their sction, or will
herself malke compensatory seizures of Chinese
territory, and, In either case, how her actlon
will be regarded by the three Powers, are
among the most fmportant questions in the
whole husiness,

Japan may be thought of last, bt assuredly
ghe 1s not to be lgnored. She s now a great
Power. She has the enormous advantage of
proximity to the scene of actlon. Rhe has a
‘more powerful fleet than any other, save two,
can put into those waters, and she has a
stronger army than any of them can at present
‘send to that quarter of the globe, Bhe has,
moreover, already a strong foothold in China,
at Wel-ITal-Wei, on the other side of the very
peninsula of Bhan-Tung wkich Germany bas
jnvaded. She holds that place merely as se-
surity for the payment of the war indemnity
by Chinn. It is sald Tussia will now advance
the money, so that China can pay off the In-
demnity at once and thus get rid of the Japan-
ese. But suppose that, after they have got the
‘money, the Japanese decline to go, and mnke
thelr sottlement at Wel-Hal-Wel permanent?
They would have as much right to do go as Ger.
many has to selze Klao-Chau—-Indeed, more;
for Japanese intevests in China are far greater
‘than German. Who wonld undertake to turn
the Japanese out? Not the Chinese, we may he
sure, They had enough of that in Cored and

of Port Hmmilton was coneerned,

| eomfortable manner.

same. Relations between them are friendly.
Joint action would be easy. And I s pretty
evident that such action would he irresistible.
No other combination of Powers could hope 1o
master these two. Thelr occupation of Wel-
Hal-Wei wonld effectually counterhalanee the
Hussian ocenpation of Port Arthur and the Ger-
man occupation of Kine-Chau, in commanding
the appronches to Prking and dominaiing the
Yellow Sea  There is, moreover, Port 1amil-
ton, Great Dritain onee possessed it and gave
it up only on a pledge that Tunesla wonld not
oceupy Coren. 1t might e reckoned, and uot
unjnstly, that Russia’s oceupation of Port Ar-
thur was equivalent to ocenpation of Coren, at
least so far as fustifying Reitish reocenpation
These cou-
alderntlons indieate vast possibilities of inter
national eomplieations in that region Iwfore 1he
pattition of China is completed, in which the
Power that ulthnately dominated the partition-
ing of India and of North Ameriea may play a
leading part.
AT IT AGAIN,

New-York as it Is and as It will he on the
last day of this present week of graee regards
with lupartial interest every project for the
consolldation of other municipalities,  For the

| moment, and uot for the first time hy any

means, =t Paul and Minueapoliso that = to

| sny. Minneapolls aml St Paul oceupy the field

of observation,  Last Monday n resolution was
lald befors the 81 Panl Chamber of Commerce
expressing the opinion that the right time hna
now come for a Serfons wovement directed to
thee organie unlon of Minnesota’s engaging
twins, alteady foined In a superficial manner by
a thin line of habitations between thele out-
skirts, and proposing that the Minneapolls
Board of Trade e lovited to appoint a eom-
mittee of ten to discuss the proposition with
A similar commlittes of the St Paul Chamber.

| Feoling a general coneern for the welfare of

the whole eotintey, and being peeuliarly sollel-
tous for the prosperity and happiness of com-
munities to which the “manifest desting™ argu-
ment may he supposed to appeal, we have natu-
rally eonsulied the leading newspapers of Min-
neapolis and St. Paul for the purpose of aseer-
taining their views on the subject of consolida-
tlon. To our surprise we have fouud that they
are In substantial agreement as to the maln
question, though on on> side the proposai Is ex-
amined with evident apprehension and on the
other with an approach to levity,

“The St. Paul Ploneer Press” opens the dis-
ensslon with the remarkable and seemingly in-
opportune statement that it knows of no gond
redzon for the breaking out of a fresh war he-
tween St Paul and Minneapolis, ‘T the dis-
tant ohserver it will appear that our contemijio-
rary has misunderstood the proposition; bat
this I not the fact, for it goes on to &ay that
a suggestion of municipal unien has always
been the signal for an outhreak of hostilities,

threatens another flerce and sanguinary bhattle
between the two citles, which would be most
deplorable, inasmuch as each is now dolug a
satisfactory business at the old stnd, and they
are getting along together inoan amivalde aned
“The Pioneer Press™ far
thermore declares that the more the scheme is
discussed the more impracticable it will prove
to by that “their mutunl vivalry, =0 long as 0t

“1a confined to the proper limits of interarhan
“eomity, 12 a help to hoth rather than a harm
Utaoeither™; that socially md polin t are

l']_\ [#¥LEL}

dssimtlar organlsms, amd that “they in
spapable of heing fosed Into ene Sndividoad
‘I Teoadds that the proposed conforeoe
might sepve g wseful purpose by coneerting

pluns of muteal co-operation for the eaminan
benetit, nnd with the expoession of a
hope that “the flag of peace aml unlon™ just
hung ont “may not prove a portent of an im
pending fracas S0 much for public <entiment
in St Panl, which we pssume to be fairly repr
gented by “The Plopeser Press™ It shonld be
noted that the tone, thongh solemn, 15 friemdly
that the withers of Minneapolls are unwrung,
and, In fact, that not a wordld s sald wlhileh ecould
be tartured Into a provoeation of the war which
s prodicted and deplored

As we have Inthmated, “The Minneapolls Tril
une” approaches the suhject In g different <pieit
Its momd, If not exactly tippant. 15 rather aley,
and, though 1t proclalms pedes and goodwill, we
seem 1o deteet In Ite remarks o suggestion of
congclos superlority. Like its 8t Paul neigh
bhor It thinks that present conditions are not
favorable to consalidation, and that there i< no
for haste, but I that eon
sollintion may be practicable and dosivable ut
sume thine herealtor, Al this « guite renson
able and proper, bhut fust here “The Tribgne”
made the serfonr mistake of goltng on Instend of
stopiping. . With a rockless disrezard of eonse
qnences It not anly tekes e the dangerins |,=:'u|r
lem of & naue for the possible ¢ity of the future,
but Inys this traln of tiee 1o the powderhonse:
“Following the example of the Eastern metrigu-
“lls, we might adopt the name of Greater Min
“neapoils, St Paul eonld bhe organized s the
“Borough of St Paul. and s moanieipal rela
“tlons 1o the big ehty earefully define)”
Ing over the lmentable condition of lenormnes
fram which proeecds the monstrons error thit
the name of the secomd ety of the world 1= 10
be anything else than New-York, and barely
alluding to the fact that Paulopolis s a euplioni-
s combination of two lingoistically  kindpesl
words, we do not Lesitate 1o say that “The
Mivneapolls Tribune” abundantly Justiflos the
melancholy  apprelensions of “The St anl
Ploneer Pross” The next gale which sweeps
from the Northwest will bring to our ears the
clash of resonunding arms.

oeasion cotwdes
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THE LORDSHIP OF THE NILE.

The upper reaches of the Nile malntaln their
immemorlal  reputation. For eenturies  they
were velled in mystery., Whenee did the great
river gpring?  Was it from sgome fabled Moun-
taln of the Moon, or from the land of the An-
thropophagl, or from the home of those whose
heads grew -Leneath their shoulders?  Never
lias the Arctie Pole been sought more perting-
ctously or more heroically thau have the sources
of the Nila, At last they have been found, aud,
Ineldentally, some of the seemingly most fanel-
ful of the old classic legends about that land
of mystery have been found true. But dark-
nesx stlll enshrouds those remote and inhospita-
ble reglons. It takes news n weary whils 10
get thence to eiviligation. What I8 actually oe-
curring there is for the time as hopelessly un-
known ag It was a century ago. The result 1%
contradictory rumors and general uncertainty,
even In matters of the highest Import.

A siriking ease In point 18 furnished In the
clreumstances parrated In detall on another
page of to-day’s paper. The principal move-
went of the present time o Africa Is the race
for possession of the Upper Nile, which means,
as explained, the coutrol of the whole river
and the wmastery of Egypt's destinles. The
rivals in that face are Great Britain and
France. The one moves npon the scene from
north and south, the other from east and
west, Concerning the former’s progress, trust-
worthy informatign s accessible. Concerning

at Port Arthur. Would one or all of the threc
partitipning Powers? There is ouly one of them
‘that conld do it, and she Is the last that woull
 undertake 1t Against elther Germany or Rus-
#la, or both of them, Japan could hold her own.
Finally, therve is the possibllity, which dally
“verges toward the condition of probabllity, that
there will be tion between Japan and!
_Great Britaln, as, indeed, there ought to be.

the Intter's, It is not. A few days ngo, ns stated
|in the artlele referred to, word came on what
| seemed the best authority that the French ex-
ipoditlon had been destroyed and that the rival
Bovernments had come to a friendly agreement,
'In which the Britlsh claims were recognized
‘and afirmed. 'The next day from another
| Source came word that the French expedition
wah safe and suecessful, that it had taken

 Their Iuterests ave barmonious, their aima the | possession of the coveted points and that the

Britlsh were completely beaten In the race.
The former tidings came, however, from hy
far the more credible source, and until more
authoritatively contradicted may be regarded
as probahly true.

The saltent featurs of the whole contest i< the
importance of the Nlle and its floods to Egypt.
As long as the river furnishes yearly its trilnte
of water and of fertilizing mnd from Abyssinia
and the Sondan, Beypt will be one of the most
produetive agricultural countries In the world.
Should that tribute be withheld Egypt wonld
Lecome a desert, barren as that of Barea. And
any strong Power ocenpying the Nile and its
tributaries ahove Abu Hamed would he able
to bring the latter state of affairs to jmss hy
diverting the stream to another ehnnnel and out-
let. It Is not to he assamed that Francee wonld
dn so had she possesston of that reglon,  Never-
theless, the fact that it woulid he In her power
to do o would be a constant sonree of disquiet
to Egypt and a potent factor for foreing the
Hritish to relinguish their hold of that country
in Franee's favor. The omteome of the race
will be awnited with greater interest than the
settloment of the Transvaaldispnte or any other
pending controversy in that continent,

A PARK ON GOVERNOGR'S ISLAND.

Many vears ago the suggestion was made that
If the Federal Government were willing to sor-
render Governor's leland a public park might
1 estabilished there. A hill has been Introdueed
in Congress with the purpose of carrying out
sueh a plan, It is evident that exceedingly at-
tractive pleasure-grounds might be laid out wpon
Governor's islaml - gronnds which all the people
of the second ety In the worldl might well be
proud of . This Island I« peculiarly suitable for
the recreation of the men, women and chilidren
af all tha sonthern and southeastorn reglons of
the Empire State. Surrounded by #alt water
and ser in a convenient gnd easily accessibie
place in our magoificent harbor, It eoulid he
mails a resort for the people which would be
of Tnestimable benefit and value. Central Park,
pleturesque and admimble as It s, is by no
tneans o eoal place on a hot summer day, It s
ton far from the ocenn and from the waters of
the Bay to receive the full efects of the hreezes
which are so refreshing at tiovernor's Island.
As a midsummer park this island would prob-
ahly become moge popular with the masses of
the Gireater New-York than any otlier spot with.
in the limita of its spacious territory.

The plan for setting aslde the most Impor
tant stretches of the Palleades for a millinry
resopvation might fit in with the scheme for
nsing tGovernor's Island as a park. Every one
knows that Governor's Island 18 practieally nse-
loss for the defence of the elty.  Any hostile
flects and armles In case of war must he kept
away from this port hy batteries and fortresaes
and vessels many miles from the City Hall and
the Cnstomn House,  Why mlght It not be satis
factory and advantageous to convert this i<l
and into a park and to teansfer the solitiers who
are now there to the proposed new military
regprvation on the Pallsades or to some other
military station There are no eostly or mns
buildings on Governor's alam), and the
Government has never spent aeh mones
fmprovements | hers The advisabilliy of
moving the Institatlons from Blaekwell’s Tsland
to wther shes and the laying out of a4 park on

slve
unl
I

that Islamd has freguently wen conshideored, but |
tor figeke thnt chatge wonbl involve inioenses
post for pew Madldings and for the land on
which the bulldings wonld e ereciol The
Natiotm] Govornment conhl teansfer the regular
troops 8t Goverttor's Island to the Pallandis |
reservation or somee otler suitabile aron withont
vast outlay, amd the city of New-York oonld
make omne of the flaest and loveliest parks in the
worlbd ont of the laml. What overw helming

can e braught forward?

oljeetions to this plan

THE STRENGTH 0F CHRINTIANITY

The anuunl reports of the varlons relighons
bundles for the vear tiow clesitie will donlitloss '
show  n sub=tantinl  gain in numbers  and
strengtlh over the previous year. Aml if the |

various forme of unlwiief weére compact organ

| parmy

irations instead of tndividualistie units thes
woulid also, In all lHkellood, give ovideniees of
progress and growith., This s only u ler Wy

of saying that statlstleal tmbles are pot in every
ogee conelusive as to the renl comldition of an
organization, The plain man who thinks thnt
two and two slways make four & guite lkels
toe findd Ll lmpression corrected by exporienee
Humnan nature s o steange and puzeling fact
shows {1 often as- |

n the universe, amd hilstors

serting that twa and two make thres oF five
tn other words, greeat syateins of bellef and
riles of conduct hittve been biallt up on fals
Boods galte as padpaiile

e, nlrhongh statisties In themmsslves  mny

it settje the uestion as to the growth of Chris
tianity durineg the list year, they are not with
ot theie value.  They reveal g healthful actly
Ity dn the varlous Chri=tian Charehes, and, taken

in conneetion with other facts Jess capnbile of
whudntlon, they do prove that Christinnity in

this dountey ans lost note of IS vitadity nnd
Litle, If any, of ftg power over the rtoatnl the
congclence of the Natlon. It is true that g

multiiade of adolt wen ol women are aptside
of the membership of the Churches, and that
of these some are Hving absolotely  andhels-
tlan lives, while others are actlye apponenty
of the Christlan falth It s true  that
ey who are nominal Christians lgonore wholly
the teachings of Chrlstinnliy, yet, In spile of all
this, the vial prinelples of Christinnfty
tinne to bmpress themeelves on the thonght and
actlon of the Natlon with all thele oblid-tims eom-
pelling power. In many enses (his s o8 troe
af those who are ontside of Chrelstinnity ns it s
of aetlve Caurch mwembers. Withont Intending
It, aml In some cases without desicing 11, they
order thelr Ufe and conduet In aceordanee with
the fundamental teachings of Christ.  The
phrase Christinnity ont=ide the Chuapeh has heen
rather overworked by some hlghly  emotional
Iherals with a minimum of solld amid substan-
tinl prineiples, Yer the existence todlay of
Chrlstianity outgide the Chureh must be ail-
mitted, It has become a tactor In the prob-
lem that eannot be lgoored.  Though the theo-
loglan may be sadly puzzled In teying to e
count for it, good men generally will rejolee
that Cliristlanity has been powerful enongh o
make s Intunence felt outside of 118 organized
Hmits. Yet thls Influence, great as It undonbt-
edly s, eludes all attempts 1o array it In
tables of statisties, and, in polnt of fact, is often
eredited to forees and ldeas that are outside of,
or hostile to, Christianity.

There (2 another thiug to be borne In mind
In estimating the strength of religion to-day.
Hesldes the two great elasses of religlons and
lrreligions peoaple Into which communities have
always been divided, we are now ealled upon
to recognlze auother class of peaple- and by
no means a small one, either—who may be
ealled nnreliglons,  They are not irreliglons, be-
cunse they are not hostile to religion and "o
not necessarlly frame thelr lives In opposition
to Its teachings. But they are unreligious, he-
cause they do not fee, and therefore do not
recognize, thelr relation to any higher power
than themselves, The theological setting of re-
liglon  and I« recognltion of a supernatural
orlgin, together with a bellef in a divine revela-
tlon, they would reject as puerilitiea. But'while
sn far they are not religlous, a great majc
Ity of them are living good, clean, moral and
wholesome lives, and they must, therefore, he
numbered among those who are helping to ad-
vance the cause of righteousness In the world.

alsn
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| Nevertheless, it 1s fair to assume that they owe |

much of theft moral stability to the fact that
Christianity 1s, so to speak, In the very alr they
breathe, and has left an Ineffaceable Impress
on the whole fabric of modern clvilization.

BROTHER I'. AND BROTHER Q.

There are Ps and Qs, and all Ps are not the
game I'. Sometimes the I' and ) are n con-
Junetlom, and then It ls the Platt-Quigg. Some-
times the P and @ are In opposition, and then
it Is never Platt-Quigg, for Quigg belongs to
his “Master” twenty-four hours in the day.
Ther 1t s the Payn-Quigg, a concoction much
more entertaining and spley.  dust at present
the Payn-Quigg Is In evidence.

Brother Payn and Brother Quigg do not dwell
together fn unlty.  In faet, It has heen difenlt
to gel them to go fo Mr. Platt’s Sunday-school
together without shooting beans at each other
hehind the teacher's back,  Sometimes they
have shot them before his face, and he has had
to tweak them both by the ears and fell them
not to disturb the religions ealm of the class.
The teacher never gave Brother I a prize but
that Brother Q. grew sorrowful at the way bad
hoys fooled his dear teacher, and Brother Q.
never was tickled with a stick of eandy but
that Brother 1% threatened to liek hime after
school was ont,  Most of the eandy Inbelled
“For a Good Boy™ has gone to Brother ., hat
it 18 noted that about all Brother Q. ever got
was rather goudily striped sticks of pretty
eheap candy, while the valuable gifts went to
the bad Brother . Just now Brother @, ns
becomes 1 gosd Sunday-school seholar, is will-
Ing to forgive Brother 1% In spite of all his
wickeduess, about which he onee  told  the
toacher, but after the manner of the wicked
o whom goodness |5 offensive, Brother 1% re
fuses to be forgiven,  In fact, he has taken
advantaze of a deqoralized conditlon of the
sohool, owling ta an epldente of Low fever in
the comminnity, to attack Brother (.l a rongh,
not to say brutal, fashion, Fhis is the eanse of
miel sorrow to the rest of the Sumday-sehool,
and the sehool paper, “The PoQeISun™" nrges
the bretheen not to develop a Christian spirit,
for that 18 hopeless Lt ta exereise self-control,
for the sake of the class, It quotes one of the
other scholars as saying:

Let Brother Pavn hiate Brother Quigg 28 much
A8 he pleases, amd et Hrother Quigg detest
Brother Payn as much as he plaases, but there
1ot 1t rest, and let's il get In line ready for the
gengral fray.

Now this, It to us, s lmpossibile
Pluman nature rules even inoa Sunday-school,
and we do not see how two suel boys ean get
together “even for o good purpose,” as Corne-
lius N. Bliss sayx,  Each st think the eause
Qiegraesid by e other, nod feel it a hlgh and
religlous qduty todelve him out of the folil of
the elect.  Rrother Q. thinks that Beather P 1e
a Leiber, a lobbylst aad a corruptionist,  He
Lias severnl ties sald as mneh On the other
ham! Brother 1. thioks Brother Q. o libeller,
A csmart Al a0 Cdendd duek™ and other un-
plensant things, some of which nre hetter un-
mentfoned nt Christmas the, 8o each, ont of
sl f-respuect, st feel obillged 1o free the Bun-
day-sclwool of the contaminating influence of
the other, 112 hard to see how they ean got
together, howeyer el the Somday soehionl may

B INs

e grleved over the split
Nat oeantent s lth  destroving the seala of
Behring Sen, the Canadians ar planning th
fuin the sealing Inda = oof thelr Newfound-
land nelebbors and =) silijrcta of the Queen
L
ita natural declines t eftter Inte land-

grabbing ventures in Chinn, partly, periaps, be-
with I partners
hivily

{ thing In
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Of the nlrehlp for pencs anil wnr the world |8
not Hkely ¢ the st ' any poriod of (ts
hwtory, nnd n svoitor will ever e daunted by
the processtan of fallures i which the line of his
predecessors s moes hedd from a time to which
AR there woere

1o he

the memaory of man runneth not
stronge men Before Agameminom there wore vor

Hkely balloonatics before Elljal or the Witeh of
.\l[:n; steiving for the dominbm of the alr, ase
thelr aftertypea ars still striving, with hope for
nnil, s far, with disappointment
for thete guerdon,  Whether Wiliam 8 Rob-
erts's asrinl warship, plans of which have heen
sent Ly request to the War Department, 18 Lo
e pn exeeptlon to the common run of faliures
we ehinll perhaps know ons of these dayas, nnd
can walt with composure and ns particalar éx-
ot expectation. The poet In hia

thelr incentlive,

travagnnoe
visloo
Baw the henvens A1l with commerce,
Argosics of maghe sills
Plints of the pu » twiliehit

Diropping down with costly hales,
lh-nhl the neavens (i with shouting
While there ted n ghustly dew

From the nntions' niry navies,
Grappling In the contral hiue,

But although he was quite minute ani par-
tHeninr in hig deseription, as it it mirrored an
approsching reality, it atill remalns a pleture
of the alr, notwithstanding all efforts to glve It
substarce, and will probably remaln a vision
for sonte time to eome,

i

Who I8 to glve bonds for the Tammany Hurety
Company which 1= to glve bonds for the Tam-
many offlclals? Tts risks are extra-hazardous,
and to assure publie confidence the assurance
of (18 own assurances may become A Necessary
feature of 1ta husiness polley,

— .

James Mingle, first-class eriminal, of Nlinols,
under sentones of death and to be speedily exe-
cuted, wants to he hanged In a dress sult, and
has lssued nn unoMelal requisition on the Bher-
iIff to provide him one. No appropriation for
such a purpose appears in the prison budget,
but the Constitution cheerfully recognizes the
principle that the Sheriff may foot such hills
appertaining to h's administration as are not
otherwlse provided for, and he will no doubt
aee that his fastidious Inmate s supplied with
the sult desired to decorate and lend dignity
to his taking off. On such occasions ordinary
conventlons glve way, and |t Iy uselese to In-
terpose the criticlam that unlesa his execution
took place In the evenlng the costume he has
chosen will be Inappropriate to the time and
blemlsh the ceremony with & moleclam, There
are soclal and other crises In which (It {s con-
celvable that a swallow-tall and white choker
may be admissible at 11 a. m. or at a 2 o'clock
luncheon party. They are not frequent, to be
sure, and require the p'nl.a.nma of a host of
mitigating clreumstances, Hut in the case of a
hanging all prescriptions, precedents and cur-
rent customa have and should have no welght
In  determining appropriateness  of  wttlre,
James's degire “to be hanged In atyle” perhaps
flows from an impulse of repentance, and his
preference of a tail coat on the occasion over
a cutaway or Prince Albert need cast*no cloud
on Its sincerity, But [t is not a custom Lo be en-

L owith thelr sweetest sonde |

for other usges,

PERSONAL.

Gow'mor Powers of Malne says that when he
was a young Justica of the Peaca he married a
couple, Iater sscured them a dlvorce, married the
man to another woman, secured them a divorce,
and later remarried the orlginal couple.

W. Bourke Cockran, of this elty, will deliver a
lecture in Philadeiphia on January 31 for the bene-
fit of Bt, Vineent's Home and Maternity Hospital,
of Philadelphlia,

“The most intelligon' negro 1 ever knew,” says
a man quoted by “The Utlea Observer,” “was the
late Adam Blake, of Albany, who was the propri-
etor of Congress Hall and afterward of the Ken-
more., But Adam Blake had less negro hlood in his
veina than the late Alexandre Dumas, the great
French novelist, of whom the following story i3
told: He was walted on one day by a Parislan
dandy, who questloned him coneerning himeelf and
fumliy. ‘What was your father? he asked.
mulaito, renlisd Dumas, ‘And your grandfather?
‘A negro.' ‘And your great-grandfather® ‘An ape.
You see, my famlly line begins where yours ends.

Mrs. Allle M. Day has just been appointed physi-
elan and surgeon of the Lake County (Ind.) Asylum
and Hospital, She ls the frst woman In Indlana
to be thus recognized.

Governor Atkinson of Georgla and a party of
friends will start In a few days for an extensive
tour theough Mexico,

Mre. Kate Cahell Currle, of Dallas, Tex., the
new president of the Natlonal Davghtérs of the
Confederacy, |s aﬂmmhtvr of fieneral W. L. Cabell,
n onfederate veteran, who Is more famillarly
known throughout Dixle as “Old Tiga." Just at
present the daughters are teying to ralse a fund of
L, which |s to be used in marking the graves of
the thirty thousand Confederates who dled In
Unlan prisnne, It 1 proposed to erect a simpls
shaft in cach one of lhe thirteen cometeries of
Union prisoncrs

When the late Princesa Mary of Teek first he-
came stoul, says an English journal, she sent for
the celebrated Banting. Bhe wah surprised to sec
that he was still extremely bulky, and after a few
clvil preparatory remarks, %he #aM: “But your
svetem has not made you vory thin, Mr. Banting.™
“Allow me, madam,” sald Banting—and, procesding

to unbutton his eont, he diseiceed a large wirs
striucturs over which tha garment fMted, Tnsbde

wis the real Bnntlng. Incased in another cont
“This, madom,” satd he, polnting with pardonable
satisfaetion to his cuge, “"waa my sizge hefores [ com-

menced dieting.” He then nimbly digembarrassed
himeelf of his framework, and stood hefore the
royil lady exhibiting his elegant figurs! Appar-
ently the interview led 1o nothing but amusement,

for the good Duches k ;i
to thepagd of h:r |ln;.l.°‘ REDE PEMIRITIGG WPy $10%>
THE TALK OF TKE DAT.

The thirteenth annual conference of the Asso-
clated Academic Prinzipals of the State of New-
York w1l be held In Syracuse tn-morrow. The
ofMicers of the organization ars Osear D, Rohinean,
of Alhany, president; B. ¢, Clapp, of Fulton, vice-
president, and 8. Dwight Arlus, of Palmyra, secrs-
tary,

Caronsr--What was the cause of Diamond Joe's
death?

Fronco Pete— Heart disease

Caroner-Are you surs of that? *

Bronea Pets—8artiy, The heart was an
and he had It up his sieeve —iChicago Nows

Ace

A rensus recently taken of the domestic servants
of the prinelpal citles of Germany dlscloges that
Frankfort Las more thin any other town In pro-
portion to i+ size—seventy three to every thousand
inhabitants.  Berlin has only thirty seven domes-
tics to each thousand of 1ta population,

For & Living=They shuddered

And you have stolen for & lving?'
they

Ioused 1o stenl, hut now T murder,” replied the
man who had been condemnped to be hinnged four-
teen severpl times, ounly w e paved In vack ine
wianee by a wrlt of supesrsedens

When they hid gotie he Loaghed qutetly,

Hn, tat" he Japnghed, to he perfectly expliclt. <
(Detrolt Journu!,
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Hattle —What humbioegs men are! Harey tells me
‘I'l'-"'l'lu-- thint he Is sufferlng for a kiss, The
filen !

Varrie-dih, but one can suffer for o kiss, 1 have
myself

Hattle—Why, Carrle, what Jdop vou mean®

Carrle- - Mother saw me kiss Jock Mil and
shiee worlidn't et me ses him agaln for ever =o long.

VBostan Transcript

A uetae shosdenlar has thoueht up a clover nd-
Wihth every palr of shoes sold he
each wole of which
with fetterae ro.
versed am In (ype. At each step the wenror taken
in the snow the advertlgemant |8
visible. It is, therefore, visthle all over town.

i of oyershoes, on

Blve

i n ostamip of his business th

shoedonler's

HIS
He hind worn o eolorsad Wz
He had aported spats In ~
With w neekile quite too e

i wireste of old Caleutta
tirred up quite a Autier for a while,

WATHERLOO
on the Nile.
Just for style;

The malds of Jave thronged hefore his door,
Attracted by the trousers (hat he wore;

And hig vest- a hosom-venter

Bhook Formosa to its centre,
Al they halled him as a mentor by the score

O b own gronnd, as a “masher” on the atreet,
He outdid o Turkish pacha. who stond treat;
He gave Shanghal the jumps
Anid thelr eheelks stuck out llke humps
At the patent-leather pumps upon his feet
Jrat b callsd upon n *Peka girl ons night,
With a necktle rendy made, which wasn't right;
Anid shie loaked ar him, this mald did,
And he faded, and he faded
Anil he faded and he faded out of sight
—(Kuansans ity Journnal

an ngent of the Agricultural
travelllr i Turkestan, has dissov-
vred n of muskmalon which somatimes
u.n!;' s 4 much as thirty pounids, £

Profeesor Hanson,

Iyepittmen?

LYo Y

A slgan on Al aMes HLdInE 1% e ceeorgin county
reds. Couple® married on <hort notiee,  Comae
one—came sl And text door there ls another
slgn, ns follows: “Conples divorced on ensy ferms,
without gittin' In the newspapere!” A citlaen fx-

dnined the two slgna by saying: “Them fellers
L hrothers, One's a jestics an’ tother's o lawyer
They plays Into each other's hands an® divide
profita ¥ (Atlanta Constitution,

Heverly €. Bass, & man of standing and educa-
tlon In C'hattanooga, Tenn, has made the follow-
fig pititul announcement In a Chattanooga paper:
“1 herehy acknowledge my#elf an habitual drunk-
ard, and warn every man connected with the liquor
trade that he violutes his onth by seliing, giving,
or allowing mo deink.  G8 knows I want to quit,
but | ean't as long ns 1 ean get lguor. 1 take
this method of eutting off the possibility of do-

ing 2"

Barbher - Mow sould yvour Hke your hale cut, sir;
with the sclsgors or clippers?

Unstomer—Haoth,  Use the sclesors on my hailr

and the clippers an your cenversation.—it"nicago
Record.

Governor Plngree  of Michigan  says, that the
newspapers have doabled the price of the Venegueln
asphalt mine which he has been trying to buy.
“You see,” he explaing, “thosoe fellows over there
have learned that Governor Plngree of Michigan
{n trylng to secure a blg Venezuelan asphalt ming
for only $80 000, and very nuturally they've douh-
I the price on us. Why can't the newspapers
mind thelr oewn businesa?’ But the Governor
should remember that In case he does buy the
mine, the newspapers may write It up so attrac-
tively that he will be able to sell It at a hand-
some profit.

Grandpa—Don't _gat  scared, Willie, the tiger
& about to be fed, that's what makes him jump

up nnd roar so
Villle uarnnlll{lll-()h. 1 ain't afrald of him,
grandpa; papa’s Lhe same way when his meals

aren't ready. —(Tit-Bits,
The Rev. Willlam Dermody, pastor of the Heoly
Family Church, of Natehez Clty, Miss, has wrlt-

ten o curlous letter to the Editor of “The
Midiand  Tribune,” of Birr, Ireland, *Thou-
sands of Industrious farmers in this country,”
he savs, “are reduced to starvation, and are
objects  of public charity.,  First the drouth,
amd  then the overflowing of the Mississippl,
which dralns  haJt of the United  States,

and which threatens to end In making the whols
of the gront reglon known as the ‘Valley of the
Father of Waters' an Inland sea, caused incaleula-
b Injury to life and property. Then came yellow
fever. In one place alone, the clty of Memphis,
the plague reduced the population within the
month of Heptember from 06,000 to 12,0000 The vie-
tima Inelufled twenty-five priests. Many populoun
places have ceased to exist, and are turned Into
huge graveyards, Several thousand died In New-
Orleans.” 1f this letter la genulne, Father Der-
mody must be the vietim of some practical Joker
who has “stuffed” him,

Incompatible—"Bquallinger, what has become of
your carriage and span of baya?"
“Had Lo sell them, l'llrklnm. i klllllg a
baby carriage and apan of twins.'.of bicago Trib-

|

HOWARD GOULD ENTERTAINS FRIENDS AT
o~ THE HOLLAND HOUSE.

Howard Gould gave a dinner In the Gold Room
of the Holland House last evening for Mr, and
Mrs. Jonn H. Kimble, who have just returned to
New-York from thelr honeymoon trip. Mr. Kimble

i has been Mr. Gould’s Intimate friend and one of

his most constant companlons, und last night's
dlnngr was held to celetrate his return with his
bride to take up thelr home In the clty. The other
Euests were Migs Katherine Clemmons, Mr. and
Mrs. V. P. Bnyder, Mr. and Mrse. Alden 8. 8wan,

. Mr. and Mrs. (. N. Kirkpatrick, Mr. and Mrs,

Leroy W. Baldwin, Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Sells, Mrs,
Robert Marshall, jr., and Dr. Arthur 8. Vosburgh,

The dinner is sald to be the fineat of Ita kind
ever glveén at the Holland House, The table decorae
tlons had been arranged with great care and mades
a charming picture o pink. At each of the foup
corners of the table was n candelabra of five elec.
trie lNghtsa within pink globes. The flowers wers
Ameriean Beauty roses dand white carnations. At
the plate of each guest was & row of tiny electria
lights wreathed In smilux. A side table bore heaps
of Caufornia frult, ineluding stawberries, pome-
Branates and hothouse grupes.

After dinner the guests went upstairs to the aparts
ments of Miss Clemmons, the parlur of which had
heen transformed Into a veritable fairyland. The
principal ohjeet In the room was a large Christ-
mas tree, decorated with flowers, tingal, ornamental
fNgures and toye, and {uminated with electric can-
diea, On each side of this were tables laden with
gifts, each of which furnished a good Joke for the
person for whom It was intended. Dr. Veshurgh,
dressed as Santa Clous, made the presentations
with appropriate comments. A Punch and Judy
show afterward supplied amusement for the gupsts,
and when that was over a phonograph told stories,
sang songs and made speecnes from an adjolning
tihle

Added to the palms and usual Christmas dccoras
tions in toe room were branches of orangs and
lemon  trees, which still bore the fruit and had
heen brought from Cullfornla especlally for the
accnston. O the mantélplece were great heaps of
grapes, and around It were wreaths of t'e heautiful
red pepper plant, covéred with bries. The guests
wers amused and entertulned until Christmas was
a featival of the past.

-~ —
QUIET HOLIDAY AT THE WHITE HOUSE,

NO CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIER ON ACCOUNT OF THR
PRESIDENT'S RECENT BEREAVEMENT

Washingion, De: 25 —Christmas Day was the
moet quist and peaceful on record at the White
House Owing to the recent berfavemont of the
President, all oMelal functlons ware suspended, and
throughout the day the doors of the Executive Man.
slon rarely swung on their hingés, Presldent and
Mra. McKinley early in the day went for a shorg
drive about the elty The weather wis perfect,
clear, cloudless and crlsn.  Early in the movaing &
measenger arrivel with a great basket of pink
roseg, orchids and iilies of the valley, marked sime
ply “For the Prestdent.” A littie later the Presjs
dent's carrlage drew up at tke door, and Mrs. Mes
Kinley cams downstalra leaning on the Preaident's
Mrs, MeKinley asemedd a3 woll as st any time

Arm
slnce Hor aretvial st the Walte House, whila the
President waes In excellent health. « The only guesty
In the house wera Miss Duncan anid M Barher,
who remalned at home during the morning The
Christmus Jinner was purely a famiiy affalr
Viee-President and Mrs h-:‘i.ll". #nonit the day at

All the members
of Secretary
r-tieneral
with theip

thelr home, In Paterson, N 1
of the Cablnet, with the exception
Bllss, who s in New-York, and Postma
Gary, who (s In Baltimore, spent the Ja
fumlilics here,

—_ .
DR, EVANS'S WILL To BE CONTESTED,
RELATIVES DISSATISFIED WITH THE SMALL
EHARE OF THE EETATE GUIVEN TO THEM

Parls, Dec, 25, <The will of Dr. Thomas W, Evang,
the American dentist, whileh glves the greater part
larg: Thomas W Evsne
Museum ard Instliute of Philladelphia. probably will
he contestsid by relntives who are (iscatisfled with
{te provisions, Dr, Fyane mude thirty Dequests to
members of his family, but they aggregats only
$230,000, the remainder of his property, estimated to
be worth milllons of doliars, having been hequeathed
to the new moasedm atdd (nstituie A delexation of
dlssatisfled helrs will arrive at Ifavre to-morrow,
and nothl finlte will be known as to the pro'n:
ahie i1 Monday or Tuesday
———

WILL OF THE PRESIDENT'S MOTHER
Cantan, Ohts, Dee, 5= raldent MceKindey and hie

estats ot}

of his

brother Abner sre named as execulors of the last
will of Noaney Allison McoKinley The will was
filed in the P te Court yesterday, It bears date
of May v, All the property sxeept a small
gift 10 n futhful family servant |s bequeathed to

Mize He'en Mehinley, the daughter who lived with
Mre. MeKinloy at the oll homestead,

g S
TRE MURRAY HILL THEATRE.

1t was annaunced In these columns two of threg
Aave ngn that the Murray HI Theatre had closed
and that 1t would not he respensd under the mane
agement of the firmer lespeo, Frank B, Murtha,
unlesa he could get A new lease from the Goelét
which own4 the property, on more favoras
Wle torms than his old on ile had beon paving an
annual rental of 00, and wished 1t redoced to
$17.000, The managers of the eatate have declded
that they cannot come to Mt, Murtha's terms, and
the thedtry will thersfore remain closed till a new
tnampn L& found. 1t 1= hinted, however, that the
eEtate muy yet have to accept Mr. Murtha as the
new lesses, Another offor of §14.000 is =ald to have
heen recelved from anather mannger, but there
would be obviously no advantage In rejecting
Murtha's offer 1y acoept this

rsinte,

IN TOWXN,

E e
WISS JULEN MARLIOVE
Mies Julin Marlowe arelved in town from Uincine
natl st evening, apparently In no puch despernte
stite of fil-health ne has besn represented. She
Wil &9 1o Lakewaod soon, and remaln there il
is time for her to return ta New-York for her en-
agement at the Kgiokerbocker Theatre, which la
begln on January 1. There appears to he 1o reas
(hile doubt that she will be alde to play al that

—— ‘- ——— -
HiIs WISH WAS FULFILLED,

Casper Fuchs, etghty vears old, who hud lived for
n long time at Kingsbridge Road and the Southern
Haulevard, died yesterday in Fordham Hospita
Fis wife died on Christmas Day, 1885, and Le ha
often expressad a wigh that he might die on the
annlversary of her death.

- * .
COMMENT 0N CURRENT TOPICS.

AMERICAN INTERESTS COMMERCIAL
From The Troy Tines .

The partitlon of China does not necessarily mean
that the trade of that eountry will be divided amon
the land-grabbing Powers " With the Gérmans n
Kino-Chau Iy, the Russians at Port Arthur and
the Faglish at whatever point they can gain &
footing, Amerienn  commercial prospects will
reallty he improved, for with Europeans In cont
sven though that fontrol has baen gained by un-
serupulons means, Ching wil hecome mors civitized
anid the demand for American products il be ine

ervised,
THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA.

From The Baltimore Sun

The United Btates are not in the business of pulls
Ing chestnuts out of the fire for anybody Our role
js rather to let the Buropean natlons pull the chests
nuts out and then help to ént them. [f, n8 seems to
be written in the hook of Natlonal fate, the Celes-
tial but unprogressive Empire 15 o be opened up
te clvilization, gridironed with rallroads and mads
w great centre of modern Indunrr" and progress, we
will take a hand in the struggie for commercial su-
premacy with great pleasure, and with every prose

pect of sutcess,
THEY WILL TAKE A HAND IN IT.

From The Cinelnnatl Commercial Tribhune
ow about Japan and England? They cannot
rni{nnnnhlr ‘w expected Lo remaln quiet whils
Ching'a const and richost Provinces are Fahhled u
nor will they. Those twa countries will do one o
two things. They will either co-operate in the
effort to drive out thelr three rivals, or élss de-
mand that they also be allowed to acquire some

Chinesa territory.
THE BREALING AWARD,

From The Boston Journal.

The award s final, und 1t will be paid without
hesitatlon of delay hy our Government, At lsast
this adjustment will end the gross misrepresentis
tions vurrent not only in England, but in this couns
try, that the United States has evaded lis obliga-
tions under the Parls award,

THE FIRING ON TIE BANCROFT.

From The Daltimore American.

The Ineldent In the harbor of Smyrna Is a proof
that Prealdent MeKinley showed good “ud ment
when he selected Dr, James B Angel to fll the Im

tant post of Minister to the land of the ",

inister Angell has proven by his prompt action in

this case that he knows the rights of Americans ia
Turkoey, and, knowing, dares maintain,

REFORM IN THE CONSULAR BERVICE.

From 'The Milwaukee Sentinel, o

It | ried that Congress will be as re-
muuﬂ {;zoulnrln pald to our consuls according to
the services rendered. This s a reform U

h nhﬂ:la”
iraently neaded thar any oLher T Nvices Feadered

tion. us
before undertaking to do anyt more, d




