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PRESIDENTS IN DANGER.

CONZPIRACIDS AGAINST THE RULERS oF
SOUTHERN REPUBLICS.

A YEAR'S RECORD SHOWS ONE ASSASSINATION,
ONE NAIROW ESCAPE AND SEVERAL
OTHNR UNSUCCRESIUL, ATTEMPTS—

AN ODIEOVER'S NOTHSE.

It 50 happened that I was In the city of Monte-
video last August when the President of Uru- |
guay, General Borda, was killed by the bullet
of an assassin, and that T was in the city of Rlo
de Janclro last month when the Fresident of
Brazil, Dr. Moracs, harely escaped assassination
al the hands of a congpirator armed with dag-
ger and revolver; and that while at Rio 1 heard
of the attemnpt upon the life of the President of
Mexien, General Diaz, and of the unsuccossful
plot to kill the President of Guatemala, Genaral
Rarrics, and of the perilous situation of the
Presldent of Beuador, General Alfaro, who has
twice this yenr been marked for murder; and
gince 1 came to New-York 1 have heard of Lhe
arrest of a part of the gang of consplrators
charged with designs upon the life of the newly
elected  President of Venezuela, General An-
drade, as also of a conspiracy in Colombla, and
another in Honduras, besides the one in Nica-
ragun against President Zeliya,

In nearly all the countries through which 1
travelled, from the Rio de la Plata in the south
to the Rio Grande in the north, there wWas talk
of congpiracies to cut ihort the carcer of men
holding the office of President in Amerlecan re-
pulilics.

A SINGULAR STATE OF THINGS,

It is & sinpular state of Lthings, for the Prest-
dents of these republican countrics are chosen
by the people who live In them. 1n every case
it 18 provided that they shall be elected by a
majority of the voters; but, then, It 12 to be sald
that 1 was led to belleve that this provision,
which appears in the Constitution of each of
them, ls very often recklessly disrogarded. 1
heard of one President who galned his office by
revolution, and of another who gained it by cor-
rupting the army, and of another who gelzed
ft In the night-time, when the watchdogs were
asleep. The history of the countrics 1 have vis-
fted this year 1§ full of extravagant Incldents,
plenty of which are gory.

When [ spoke of this to an Intelligent native
of Uruzuay whom 1 met In Montevideo he told
me, In an Impetuons mancer, that the North
Americans of tha United States were debarred
from any erlticlem {n the matter, as they them-
pelves sometlmes disposed of their own Presi-
dents by ghooting them; and he illustrated his
remark by mentioning the names of Lincoln and
Garfield, T trled to explaln to him that these
two cases could not be brought Into comparison
with the athers that had been spoken of. These
Prosldents of the United States were not the
vietims of & widespread eonspiracy, as wus the
i&te President of Uruguay, or as had been so
many other Presidents In South and Central
America. The murder of Abraham Lincoln was
a deed for which Its perpetrator alone was re-
gponsitle, and the same thing can be sald of
the murder of Geaeral Garfield.  In nelther casge
was the assassin backed up by any portlon of
the people of the United States. In each case
the erlininal decd met with universal reproba-
tlon. The two aseassing of Presidents in the
United Stateg had no sympathizers; they did not
act In the name of any organized community of
plotters; they woere not the representatives of
any political party. In nelther of the cases
which he had mentloned was revolution the re-
sult of President-killlng,

A DIFFERENCE IN URUGUAY,

It Is different in Urnguay, for example, where
for over a vear President Borda had knowledge
of the existence of an extenslve conspiracy
against his Ufe, in which many army oflicers
and politicians were fmplicated,

It I3 possible that the explunation eontained
tn my remarks upon the assassinations of Lin
coln and Carficdd made an impression upan my
Urusnnyan ascquaintance; but, even after he

ad lstoned to me attentively, he expressed the
opinton  which he had formerly entertadned
about viclent veeurrences in the polities of the
United States

When 1 was in Montevideo, near the end of
August last, at the time of the murder of Pros
fdent Borda, 1 wis greatly surprised by the ab-
sence of exciiement over the tragedy, The daily
life of the city procecded In the ordinary way.
The gayetlos of the people wore but stightly In-

terrupted. 1t wns Wednesday, August 25, the
aay of the celebration of the seventy-sccond an-

niversary of the Independence of Uruguay. The
news of the Ineldent did not put a stop te the
fittes that marked the occasion. In a part of
the elty which T vigited “the band played on”
If there was any grief in Montevideo the evl-
dences of it were not discernible. The multi-
tudes In the strects and at the hotels secined
to be whully unaffected, Men spoke lghtly
of the incident, and 1 can say that ! heard not
a word of lamentation on aceount of it, The
gossipers had apparently taken an Interest (n
the dramatic features of the murder, for the
ghat that Killed Horda was fired at him as he
et the eathedrn), where there had been re-
Ugious eoremonies in honor of the country's in-
depenidionee, Ovcaslonally  you heard pome
waorde or noticed some signs of apprehension,
for no ane could say whether a revolution would
follow the Incident of the day, or whether the
gang of conspirators would perpetrate other

| fiture of the Government.

the fragment of the army that remained In the

city. ‘“Truly, 18 he killea?" urked one man, who

added, "Then we shall have peace In Uruguay.”
NO SYMPATIIY TO BE EXPECTED.

The fuct of the matter 18 that any kind of
sympathetic manifestation could hardly be ex-
pected under the clrcumstances that then ex-
tsted, The sangulnary clvil war between the
Blanco party and the Colorado party, which
had lasted for nearly a year, and had brought
death or sorrow Into thousands of the homes
of Montevideo, was still raging, though ap-
parently approaching Its end, to the discormn-
It had been through
President Bordn's folly that the war wns pre-
cipitated, and through his obstinacy that It was
kept up for so long a tlme, Two previous at-
tempts to nssassinate him had been made, In
April of last year a gtudent firvd an unsuccods-
ful shot at him, and in May of the present year
he had & narrow escape from desth by dyna-
mite, It was a bad government that he gave
to his country, and there 8 no doubt that Uru-
guay was glad to get rid of him.

It was very soon after his death that satls-
factory terms were offored to the party in re-
volt, which had been flghting 8o long against
him, and that peace was declared In Uruguazy.
On the day of his death the place which his
had held was assumed by the President of the
Scnate, In accordance with the Constitution,
and the fecling in Montevideo wis more =atls-
factory and more pacitic than it had becn for
the previous three years of his administration,

I have learned slnee I came to New-York that
an attempt had been made to assassiinats the
new ineumbent of the Presidential otlice, Sen-
ator Cuestas, but it was a failure. Al was
qulet at Montevideo and on the Rlo Negro when
1 took ship In the last week of Oclober for Ilo
de Janeiro.

RIZIOL IN BRAZIL,

T found that there was rejolcing at the eap-
ftal of Brazil when 1 got there, beeause of the
triumph of the Braziliun army over the em-
hattled “fanaties” In the State of Bahia. But
before the end of the first week of my stay in
Itio the clty was thrown into a state of con-
sternatlon by the attempt to assassinate the
dlstinguished President of the republic, Dr
Moraca, or, to give his full name, Prudente de
Moracs Barrley.  The condition of the pubile
mind thers when the news of the murderous
attempt became known was very different from
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that which existed at Montevideo after the
shooting of Borda. The great Brazilian city
was In a panie. There was mourning; there

was hot blood; excited peeple rushed throwgh
the streets, or formed into groups, or made
thelr way to publie places.  Moen condolod with
each nther, and 1 saw a woman weep as she
entercd o elurch, probably te pray for divine
protection. Some helleved that the Presidint
had besn murdered, while others were cager for
the dispateh of the murderer. Some said he
had bLeen killed in revenge by an agent of the
defented fanaties of Bahin; others circulated
reporte: of a more alarming character, to the
effect that a revolution was at hand, and that
the President had been marked as the first of
fta victims. 1 doubt whether there was more

agitation In the eity of Washington when Pres-
ident Lincoin was shot than there was at Rlo
last month when the populace heard of the
desperate  assault upon President Moraes.
There was a sense of rellef within an hour after
it becama known that the President was safe,
though the would-be murderer had stabbed hls
brother and gome one bad shot to death the
Minister of War, both of whom had defended
the Presldent agadnst his assullant. The news
of the President's fortunate escape had a qulet-
Ing effoct upon the city, though the fear that
goma dread event was lmpending lasted for
days.
A WIDEEPREAD CONSPIRACY,

That the Incldent which stirred up Rio on
the first Iriday In the month of Novemnber was
the outgrowth of & widely spread conspiracy
aziinst the Government ls certain, and that
the killing of President Moracs was to be the
slpual for a revelution ls probably true. By
the promptitude of the authoritics the carrying
out of tha revolutlonary progromme Was pre-
vented; a state of slege was deelared st Rlo;
the yegiments In garrison were held ready for
sorviee: bLodles of troops patrolled the streets;
Congress made provision for all emergencies
and a large number of suspects were impris-
oned.

There i no doubt that the ramifications of
the eonspiracy extended over a large part of
Brazil, and the evidence of the truth of this
statement can be found In the numerous ar-
rests that were soon made under martial law.
Members of both houses of Congress, milHary
oMeers, puliltc offlvials and many other persons
were arrested upon the charge of complicity in
the conspirzey. It was rumored at Rio that
Mullo, the private soldier who wielded the dag-
ger, had confessed that he acted as an agent of
the leaders of a gigantic conspiracy, in which
hunidreds of the functionaries of the Govern-
ment, and even the Viee-President of the re-
public, were ¢oncerned. There wera other
alarmine revelations, some of which have got
fnto print since T left Brazil, and It would secm
that they are eredlted by the authorities, who
have recontly extended martial law over three
or four of the States,

When T taok steamer at Rlo for the North
last month the eity was yet in a state of un-
easiness, but the power of President Moraes
was made manifest on all hands, and the Gov-
ernment poemed to be very strong. Beveral of
the battalions of troops which were previously
enegazed In quelling the revolt of the DBahia
fanatics had returned to the city, and the ar-
rival of other battalions was dally expected.

1 was fur better assured of the safety of the
Brazilian Government when 1 left Rio than 1
had been of that of the Uruguayan Govern-
ment at the thme I 18t Montevideo,

Of the five or six other attempts to kill Amert-
can Presidents that bave been made this
year 1 know wvery liltle beyond the published
reports. But I may say that all of them, with
a single exception, have been assoclated with
extensive political conspiracies, and not one of
them has been suceessful  The exeeption of
which I speak ls that of General Porfirlo Diaz,
the President of Mexico. In hig case there was
not any conspiracy. I, B
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THE HISTORIC STRAND,

SOME OF ITE THEATRICAL ASSOCIATIONG
~THE PLAY STILL THE THING-A
NEW PEG WOFFINGTON.

London, December 15,

The Btrand ls a storied mile, rich In preclong
assoclations and haunted by benlgnant ghosts
for those with cyes to sce them With twe
beautiful old churches and the New Law Courts
at the bottom, It 13 not without hlstorie lands
marks and beauty of architecture; but in the
maln It s an unpicturesque street of shops and
theatres, with a fow hotels set back upon the
Embankment. It has not always lacked an ale
of distinetlon and pride. At first It was @&
winding bridlcpath through marshes and ficlds,
and then It was a riverside road leading from
London to Westminster, through the village of
Charing Cross; but under the Plantagenets and
in Elizabethan days It was trapsformed nto @
splendid strect of baronial palaces, with gars
dens sloping to the water's edge. This olde
time Belgravia has vanished from sight, and
upon Its rulns has been bullt the wale
Strand of playhouses and shopa, flanked by
narrow, dingy streets,

The water-gate of York House and the oM
Savoy Chapel are almost the only relics of this
bygone splendor, for the Somerset House of the
Inland Revenue and probate records 1s not the
famous palace where neglected Queens frotted
withennulk The Savoy Palace, Burleigh, Southe
ampton, Arundel, Northumberiand and the other
great houses of the feudal lords and court
favorites have disappeared. The sites of the
splendid mansions, with thelr traditions of
pageantry and intrigue, can no longer be ldent
fled In the modern maze of the brlsk and stire
ring Strand. The only memorials of the mage
nificence and power of the barons are the names
of the side streets, which make up a falrly
complete record of the plder peerage. These
are stlll names to conjure with in a dreamland
of flashing cavaleades and courtlers In velvet
and cloth-of-goid, where trumpets are sounding
and Intriguers are whispering, and where
Wolsey sweeps by in telumph to Whiteha'l, and
Sie Walter Raleich muses, and Lady Jane Girey
is carrled off & prisoner to the Tower, and the
Duke of Buckingham Is pulssant in audaclin
The Strand, with all the countless el s of

scenle setting, remalns the unigue iphal
way where Ellzabeth has passed after the
Armada, Charles 11 after the Hestoration,

Queen Anne after Blenheim and Vietorla in her

Jubllee year. Now 4 mean and almost shabby

street, It hus witpeszed the most glorlods seenc ®
aof English history.

ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE STAGE

The Strand lacks the Imperishable literary
reminiscences of Fleet-st, but it has the storied
associationg of the stage. It is g streot of plays
houses, the natural contre of the modern drama,
!n::d for two centurica the great flgures of the
| English stage have known and loved it, and
lived In the narrow lancs leading Into (t. It has
been the scene of thale triumphs and ITOWS,
as well ag of royal glory and shame, Bome of
the gtrangest romances of the stage hou Lwen
enacted there without the glitter of shts
In the coffee-houses and taverns their Lghtest
comlc bypiay hes been witnessed by 1 O
panions. Incilents more tragic than the (ramae
tist's art could invent have chockered the che
reers of the beautles of the stage, and ln some
of the old-fushicred houses new crumbling lute
ruins Hawthorne's * unmannerly o ne-shiftleg

Death, has suddenly rung down the curtain.

! One does not think of these things ot mide
night when the theatres and corcert halls are
| omptying thelr audicnces nto the Strand with
| its thouis: of lights and babol of v and
| when the maddening whirl of carriages and huns
soms towan! the West End has b Lt by
daylight there is full leisure for remingo nees
and sensibility. Standing wmt th ud of
the Strand, near Eleanor's Cross muy hoae
fonce a werk the bells of 8t 2 Fivlds
' ringlng In accor 3 e
cquest; and lower d ines
I_ near Holywell-st, with L#
| ean recall Samuel e fa
| Joyous Mayduy T W or way
meeting many mikma with th aida
upion Lhelr pal [ure
them, and saw ju voding
at her lodging Jo her
smork  sleeves sl e
she seomed o 8 [ hiere
was o high Mayp W "]
pow the beantiful Ma =
Btrand.

Not far away on th 1 =1l ¢ the
Strand s th e of Mre. Hra T S0
in Howard-st. omne of the nnuy ra-
pany of her sted admirers, having prossed
his sult in »: reriived to carey the fortress
by storm, Captiln H walting with u v
federate, Lord Mohun, near the sptrabee of
Drury Lane Theatre, where she was aciing, ale
tempted to Jdrag her into a carripee when she
appeared In the street. Her outorb vitracted
a swarm of spectators, and the two gd lants
were forced to release her. They followed hef
to her door In Howard-st, and whon it wid
closed against them stepped into the m Adie of
the roadway and bolsterously shared o vottie of
wine, From the Strand suddenly appeared oob
of Mrs. Bracegirdle's fricnds, the actor M usl
fort, to reproach them for attempting b kdnap
the stage beauty, and Captaln HUIL arawing
swond, killed him before her very door, lea®™
lug Lond Mohuo to make explanativus to




