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THE KONt OF THE DRUM.

From The Pall Mall Gazette,
Do you hear my summons hammer thro' the
erackle and the elamor,
Do vou feel my throb and theill? |
When I mect the smell of powder, oh, my merry
nute grows louder,
And my sonig ghall not be still |
Follaw, ench beside his fellew, ‘neath the vapors
pray and yellow,
Wildly checring, sternly dumb,
And rumble, rutable, rumble, when the smoke-
wreaths toss and tumhle,
You shall henr the rolling drom.
the drigm!

Follnw

Men forget theip fears and follies as they face
the bhlinding volleys,
And the young recrdits they eome,
With their simple sunburnt faces, from
quict country AL
To the call of me, the drum,
Come, ploneliboy, lad and curter, and your Jife-
bloedd freely harter
For the bullet sure for some
And rattle, rattle, rattle, through the
raur of battle,

the

din and

You shall henr the rolling drum.  Follow
the drum!
When the boyvs that follow fast there, drop as 1
and fall at last ther
From the surging Hnes of rod
Then no amore of pomp and rufMle] my notes
awhile I muftl:
And 1 mown and mourn the dead
But the loging battle needs me, ad the wh
tling hullets spocid me;
Thre h the recline ranks T oomes,
And clatter, clatter, clivtier, where the en
Pirgitnente sontler,
You shall heur the rolling drom.  Follow

the dram?

RICARDO'S BLUE MULE. |

When Ricardo boaght the mule of the stranger
who passid on, there wie pothing to distinguish
Bim from the inaue bl mules of oblivion ex

cepit a streak of thin bine hadr forming a tropd

cal zone around his body just behind his shonl
ders, Whether this wae Nuoture's frolie the
froak of some former owner's hwinor, Ricardo
diid not Ingquire,  That was iopaterial, inasmuch
ax the mule had four legs froe from eceentricd
tles, andd, as the pradent Hicardo had tukin
pains to demonstrate, could pull well at thi wr-
Taxtrar polse

Ricardn was delightod with his acguisition
He could =cedn it the duwn of & new piresperity
a ralnbow of delishtful promise | fvatito
he exclalmed, patting the beast fondly, az he
terhorod and fed him on that first night of his
proud proprictorship, Cah, mi favorito!™  The
mule placlilly chewad the straw whivh Ricando

offered, but did not restwond to his cndvarment
with g0 much as a wink

It wiz a brilliant moonlit night, a Aring
and wocasion for an exchange of sentiment, but

fime

there was a blank expression on the mule's fuce

that disturbed the impressionable Rienrds. He
disappeared, returned with a tallow ecandle, and
held it before his compunlon™s eves as If mor
intently to study  hix  physlognomy Nol a
shadow of change passed over the beast's coun-
tenance; not a blink noer a sign of cuvlesity was
arouscd by the sputtering dip. When his new
and admiring owner HUfted hls head, the blus

mule gazed cadmly into the firmament ag though
the candle were a part of it and then plunged
hia nose agaln bnta the ht frivn the
Valley of Nty
things grow

“Ay, ¢l prtrungers!” maid Ricardo, refleciively,
“swindler™ Ricardo could express his thoushts
In two languages, bhut thet all He sabd. 1t
was evident that his mind had -
pleasantly to him who had pass
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Anuther et ot down the sandy
Although Hicardo had been aitending
to his work, a thrill had come to hig conseious
nesE at the through the open
e that never opened or shat, the one door of
the alealde's hoi He looked up as Hf 8 gra |
elous clond had passed before the sun o that |

eloudlesa, pliilese shky; saw the girl, and suilled

monent she citne

“Mulcho calor,” he sald ms she drew near
Topies of eonversaltion are much the same io
all lands and among all classes and conditlons.

“Yes,” ghe sald, pleasantly, “it is very hot."

“Where are you golng, seforita?”

“To the father's store for some chilea”

“You nre golug to have something alee for
supper?”’

“Yes, some tamales”

“Ah, 1 wish" But he did not complete the
sontenee. It was cut off by a snort from the
blue mule, now pulling and kicking as If In re-
sontful state of mind  “Steady ™ he shouted to
the mule, snapped his azete, then turned to the
girl again,

She had started off,
then?* she asked provokingly,
arond,

“MWalt a moment,

“Why don't you oome,
turning halt

pleaded the mule-

Teresa!

“It 1s & cheat,” sald Ramon. “Opne man s
doing the work of two.”

“It may be so” replicd the alcalide, deliber-
ately.

“There will be mischlet.”

"We shall see'

“Crefme, your worghip! It will waste the ore
and lose the gold.”

The alealde's eyes gleamed. “g you knuw
that?" he asked.

“1 am sure, your worship.”

1 wlll sce, to-morraw,” amd the great man
waved off the Httle one.

Ricardo and Azul worked falthfuily, as to-
morrows approached and receded, une angeious
of the dizaster that had taken shape in Hamon's
mind. ‘The latter held his peace and flung no
more Launts at the mule, sanguine that he had
Lisld the train for the cainstrophe, and had only

| to apply the match

delver, “Will you dance with me to-night?”
S see! she laughed, as if to prove that |
the sex has some tantabzing nstinets In oall

latitudes

@

“How happy 1 am!" murmured the happy Ii- |

1o (o Teresa, as they sat on a rod k near the

Rt
day. “I have spoken to the

arrastrars, next
padre’
o1 have told nobody,” she answerl, softly.
“No, 1ot it be a secret till all is in adiness
will bave a festal™
gn to Bab Antonio?

‘l'!l"li
shall

“Yox, and you shall have flowers.”

Wit

Wi

Flowet:
Mty flowers aml garlands. They shall come
from Sonoyla

Ricardo arose and bestirred the mule te greater
activity  the other mule Azul wiks ever active,
and Teardo gould return to his aweetheart

in tne afternoun and near the il

It wa ity
of Ttwon's shift.  In half an hour hia alternale
would come to relleve him. 1f he was to carey
out plan which Lis tempestuous braih had
avolved as he lay sleepless and tortuted on his
bed of straw through the night, he, Hason,
st t #oun: and now, when they were ali-

| surtied In one ancther, when Ricardo’'s eyes
gaw nu more thien these of the banduged mules.
now wis the time, the very niek of time!

S0 behold Bamon creeping to the ars
where Azul wasg sweatlng st his toil.  Behold
hin stostihily orawling to the further rim of th
mill with an open knite in his hand, while the
blige mile, unconselous of the danger plodded

Ricardo heard a mutter of derision from the
arvasirar pext below his, as the girl went on
diown the path He turned simyg Anither

e aeeosted  her inguiring!y She answered
avly as was her wont, but did not linger
‘Hombre brutal mumbled Bleardo! 10 wo
thit Ramon whio atened the mule® But he was
too busy with thoughts of the diance he had
Tespoken o give Ramon more attention

i fo0 thri il the 1ue mule was his
st helpfal ally ifren did he call down biloss
ipes on the hetid of the strangsr whom he hod
denouneed as w o hed atd Bunpiuously did the
mule fare, J4¥ sumptuousness goes with mules
and in Quitoyi Of all the mules that labored
in that qusint desert town, Asul wis the most
trusiworthy, the most intellice at, Why should
he havi a driver, when he woulil go honestly
drag the pole for the whole of Hlg &8ix hourd'
shift, night or Jday, without a word from his
mnstor? That pare visitor to the nerastrisr town,
thee Bpirit of Enterprise, touched Bicarde,  He
contracted with the aleslde to take charge of A

cootd mill near by, and with the akl of the
toval Azul he operated two grrastrars at onee
and earned double pay He was the rising
yopnge man of the vl

vAzul, md fovorito!™ he exelaimed, might after
nlght. a8 hé einbraced th «pule, gave him
his straw with the litk e of corn that |
cust go dewr, and enciecled. him with his hair
lariat to preserve hitm from rattlers - And they
don't know—naot ane of them Knows!"

I it sure that Bweardo had otheér and suliabl
cxpressions of attachment apd admiration fo

Sefiorita Teresia, in whose steht he had found
inceeasing favor as the monthe went by and
whose all mportant father did not frown upon
his suit., Ricardo felt at peace with his Litth
world; but is it not sad that prosperity and

pedce ever generate the poison that rankled in
the heart of Hamon?

e day the jeslous one bwtook himself o the
conrt of the alcalde, in the store of baked mud,
among the beans and peppers and miners’ Rits,
He had come with o complaing, he sald, his own

anidl others There was something new and
acnelbing wrong with Quitovic,
To-morrow | will lsten to you,” satd th

alealde, for to-morrow wag alwass the alealde's
busy day.
Thers were many to-morrows, but Hamon per-

sisted il the great man paused to hear him.
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NOLLoAR L YO,

around amd around again to the spol where e
Bid, and the two loyers chatted bliths 1y

M blo! muttered fiervely
flicshed  onee,  twlee, deed
With an oath of satisfaction, Ramon crept bin K
to his and the blur mule, apparently hg-
noring h syl d petulance toward
& gnat which had alighted on his shoulder, then

A knifs
was

Lamon,

and the done

work

somnie

tranguilly pursued the long rvad which led o
nowhere,

For how could Ramon have achieved his ig-
noble purpose by the murder of Azul? That

would have been but half & revenge, while the
retribution he hed plotted was all-shattering
He had laid the train for an ex-

plosion, an carthquake. The two strokes of hbis
knife had cut the bandage from the mule's |
eyes, that was all; but was not that enough?

Azul would grow dlzzy and dizgier and would
fall in his tracks; the mill would stop, and
Ricardo, all given to his charmer, would not
autice the eplsode. The alcalde would soun stride
by, for had not the cunning Ramon sent a false
message to lure him home? He would olserve
the idle mill and the falien mule; he would gee
Heardo neglecting his duty to dally with Teresa.

MIRS CONSTANCE, | MAVE NINVER

G it eare for Mr Jenks) Al PEMIAFE YOU AVE NEVES AL ANY

“Ah" he would say, “no such lazy, cari'eus o
low shall be son of mine! Up, you 16afer Loggy
my daughter and attend to work! No Lewine)
I will not have you work for me Fltpmy
Never come near my Arradirare of cast g siiy
dow across my path azain'™  Bamon cogld ™
and hear it all, and his lttle soul dilatog Menn,
while Azul pursued his oleogloar Plinrimage ap
constantly as the sarth revolved in its vrbiy
and the Jovers prattled as uneeasingly a the
| spheres sang to cach other in (he ik
| Then Ramon's succossor eame o relivye him,
land he would be free to witness the 4 aotvmeng
!'l‘h-v blue mule could not keep on Lis feel mpey
Ih.nm-r. hée must soon stagger and fall, and by
| that tirne the alealde would pass. There could by
no failure; all was going well: and Kamnon, mak,
inig a shilful detour, hid behind the al aldely
| chicken-houss to watch and walt and mes his
triumph,

Yes, there was the alcalde across the
He had received the messare and |0
| f"vl' I"rl"'l'?

i

ATTOYe,
Liid storg
But the mule! Why did he not pasel

Why did he not stumble? Why did not the cargy
| swim under his fect? Why did he not fall in g
Ehu_—n[- In the path? Hamon's bhivod boied as b

saw Azul steadily pulling the mill around as by

had drawn It fur hours, without o Julg itep,
without & sign of distroas

And see! The aloalds had come up Ricards
lesised his sumbrero, and the great inan nodded
to the happy couple, With his busines uffaly
going forward profitably, what masvate cmid
olgect to polite attentions to his dauchior from
the eligible one?

But Bamon swore an oath unto hinsel! Hi
heart was a lump of lead, and beads

tion stood on his brow. How he wish

m.ade ancother uge of the knile’

time Azul was keeping on his courss

s Jupiter or the far Uranus. Al thing

urputural ana distorted to Hamon

brain, He had witnessed impossit
he imagined that the blue muie looked up at him
anil speered sardonlcally, and it mads him fgre

ous, Then he beard Azdl lavgh—a lotig, g, i+
ritating, maddening laugh

When the mule brayed, 1 i sprang to big
fect, beside himself with roee and chagris,
and startidd to foe, He eould stay Juitosh
no longer. He would put miles berw nimseld
and the scene of his humillation. Bol u heavy
hand was lald violently upon bim and bore Na

to the ground

“So you are the thief, are yvou?" sald 4 voloe
thiat made him quake. "I thought no better of
you, fault-finder! Murmurador® It s you wie
nas been eating my puilets!™

Alas for the quivering Hamon, he could st
utter one word of defence or protest. and Wi
tle would tt avail him If be could. Thu alcalde

both made laws for Quitovie and executed them
With his strong arm, he drageed the wreteh
to his feot and led him off to the calnlwose
|  When Ricardo found the severed Larndage, b

divimed the secret of it all, and he laughed
softly. Always a man of gentle wiosis he wap
too happy now to harbor o grudge Ah, ml
| favortto,” he s=aid to the mule, as b carcased
him that night, “he did not know that you am
| blind! He did not know that it was all the
samie o you!™ And Azul wore garlands, o
well as Teresa, when they rde to the [t
adobe church at San Antone, whero Padm

Fruncisco married and blessod ther

“Your blessing on Azul, ti crated Rivandsy
with a coin his hand—and the holy many
benedictlon rested on the Blue niul of Quitovia
AArgunaut,

PHE TURQUGISE AND SOML o700 sTuye
From The Chicago Record
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