
THF BONG OP THE DRUM.
From Th.- Tall Mall GaxettS.
lio ymi ii< nr my summons hammer thro* the

craekl, an 1 the clamor,
Do y,,ii feel m> throb and tlni";0

When i meet the 9mell of powder, oh, my merry
not, grow« ! »oder,

And m) aong hall not be atlll
Follow, each beside hli fellow, 'neath the vapors

gray and y« How,
vVildl) ch' - - '¦ rnly dumb,

And rumble, rumbl« rumble, when the smoke-
e reatha toss and tumbl«

«/on shall bear the rolling drum. Follow
th« di

at« :. f,.t.-. t tl r f« ara and follU aa Ih« j fa
the hllndli

And ¡h y« m r recrti I »me,
With their simple Bunburni fa..», from the

quiet unti
T the call oi me, the drum.

Come, pioughbo) lad and carter and your life«
bio« d frea I) hart« i

For the bullei sure for v
And rat ". rattle, through the dli

roar ol it'
You hall he ir Ih« Ing di im

11-, drum!

When th« bo* thai f« How fast then drops I«
and fall al la t there,

From lie- surging lln of r.

Then n" more ind my iwi
awhile I muffle;

And I moan ai d n >urn th« d< ad
But th« I« sing battli need» me, and th

Hing bullet« «peed me;
Through the ling i ins

Arid , tter, itter, clatt« r, v, her« th« -i n

régiment« ». att« r,
Vou ahall h« ar Ih rolling drum, i'

ti.. drum!

RICAUDO'S «LUE MULE.

Wh« n Ricardo boughl ihe mule of the stri
Who passed on, then was nothing to
him froi th« innum« rs ble mul« if ol
eept a .».. ak of Mon blue hair forming s iropl-
eal ton« around hla body jusl behind las nhoul-
d< rs, vVheth« r thia was Natur«
fr ik of sein.- former owner'a humor. It
«I I n< t Inquii Thai waa Iminat« lal, Ina
a-- the muli had foui I«, fi from er.

tl« b, and, as the ; ud« nl 111« ard had tak« n

pains lo demon Irai ill pull well at ih ai

r.i . rar ¡ ole
Itirardo wa delighted with

Ha could h t tl lawn of a n< w ¦.. asp rit)
a rainbow of delightful promise "Ja!
he exclaimed, patting ihe beasl fondl .1- hi
tether .1 and fed him on thai Aral nlghl of his
proud 1 ipl letoi 'ui "ah. mi favoi It««!" Th«
mule da dl) chewed the straw which Ricardo
off. r.d, bul did 1 nd to hi»
with so much aa a a n.k

it vN.is .1 brilllanl moonlll night, a fitting lime
s'id occasion for an exchang« of sentiment, bul
Um re w.i^ ;. blank expression on the mul« » fsi e

that disturbed th Impressionable Ricardo H«
disappeared return« with s tallos candle, and
bel,', it before his companion's eyes aa If mon

Intently to stud) his physiognomy. Nol a

shadow of chang« passed over th« beast'« iun

t« liane, nol a blink nor S Bign of .1...-.¦> wsa

aroused by the sputtering dip When hi« new

and admiring owner lifted hla head, He blue
mute gaxed calmly irre the firmamei : at though
the candi« were a part ol II and then plunged
hin now again into th« stras broughl from tie-
Valley of Sol where
tl.Ilia's e,,,,\

"A. estrangero! said It irdo, reflet-1 vely,
"swindler!" Ricardo could exprès» hla ih
in two languages, bul thsl was all !.. Raid. It
was evident thai hi mind had reverted un

pleasant I) to him who had psssed on
N.-xt m.,mim.' Ricardo tied Ihe mul« t.. th«

arrastra) pole, fastened lb« badge over hli
and »¦ t him at \\ ,r k as though 1

bap).I. He i»i, hit
him Ii m. ie

..
' p plodded

cl in
ein nia: pavei h ith a

.;

aha I hich a 1
tl.. le of th« ind to 1 h«
way ., i\ > block ol nd I to the

1nd tl mule. ,\
down

fifty p..u ¦. bacl
:di il r f«ir threi

I: ri 1 Ihe «u Into tl puddle ol water
und arrastrai and ii 1»

groum th.- mul« «Irag
I .er il in the llttl«

Wall I and around, h« ba'ai would
t.. l bllndi one id

IIit am hood« ml.- d
i- ip| and h« tmrable m a) m

th« y i...

t .

len ma 1

î fuzz of beul d, 1 ontrastini hu
nil h k. 1 d by a: d

grunted at If. urdí Th« mu

gravel) Ile saw nol . in th«
égard with

«1 " f law and authm Ity,
ov. t., md vin u.ti pi opi ,1 r of l h«
t ,1,1 Woe be t«a the pa-on
w h« ild ne ur th« ' ilralde 01

Of th« '
. Side!

An« ::.¦¦. ravellei cam« dow n th« sand) pal h
AJth. rdo had t" en attei
t<« Ins work a thrill had come to hli cona
neu.» at ;ii» moment Bhe ame through the "i n

In»; thai never opened or si.ui the one dots of
th«- alcaldes bous« H« looked up aa if a ;" 1
n. m loud bad pa Bed Ix ira Ihe "«ir. In thai
ch .I...':.. uliutM- 9ky¡ Su» lb«- gill, and «mil. d.

"Mulcho «yilor," he said as she drew nea

Topics of conversation are much the saine i

all lands and among all dgsees and conJitloná.
"Y.s." gbe said, ileasantly, "It ia very hol."
Where are >ou K"ing, señorita?"

"To th« fal tier's Store for Home cbilea."
"You ire golBg to tiave SOmethlBg nice fo

supper?"
Yet, some tamal« a "

"Ah. I wlri.h Rut he did not complete tli
aentenea it wsa cut off by a snort from th
hin- mule, now pulling and kii kins; aa If In re

Bcntful state "f mind "St. ad;. "' h. snouted t

th, mule, snspped his asote, then turned t» th

;. rl again.
She had s'art-d off. "Why don't SOU com'

then?" ahe naked provoklngly, turning hal
around
"Walt a moment, Teress!" plesd d lha mul<

"Will you dance with m> to-night?"
"in seer sh< laughed, as if to prove tha

th- sea baa aom« tani I: natlacl in si
:¦

Rl« ardo heard a mutt »n fi >m tin

si ra trar ai \t i Ion hi.-, as th. Irl wi i

path He turned Anothei
a .. T. .) !.. r ÍI

gayl) a- a/at h< wont, bul d. I not I
"Hombre brutal!" mumbled Ricardo "Il
that Rai tied th- mule " Hut hi .¦¦ a

t. m, > with thoughts of th lai he bai
Ramon n Ion.

Iticardo thri' I and th lu« iule s as hb
musí i- i¡ tul all) ifti t. did h- all do« II

Wilts on the I .¦ h.,m h.- had
denounced a acheat; and imptuously did tin

muí. fate. ., lumptu. use. with mulei
and m Quitovic. Of ail th- mules thai labored
.11 thai quaint deserl town, '. ul was th' rm

trustworthy, th. mo.-' intelligi >t Why sh-.ni.

h have - -i'.i ben he wi u d so h »m tl)
.i' a.- the pole ir th- .» hoi« -¦ his six !.¦ ira

day, without a word from hii
maud i¦'.' That rare vlsitoi to the ra rai town

th Spirit of Knterpris«. tom h« d Rl« ardo. H«
ontrai ted w Ith the al< tide t.. take hate- of h

mill i- u by, and with the aid of th>

i .. al A/ni he op« rated I "¦ o arrastrai al
and earned double pa) He wan the rising
j .ii1..- ma n of tli vl

"Axul, ml favorito!" he k< timed n u 'ter
is I -l :¦ gave him

tras i be llti tsure of corn that
d ir and en n d him with hi- ha4i
pi him fi ratl 1er« "And the)

don't know not oi of tl n !"
am sun» thai Ricardo had othei ai su

expressions of attachment apd adralratioi I
Señorita Teresa, in whose sigh) hi had found
n reaslBg favor as the month- weal by and
wh.s- all Importan! father did not frown upon
his -mi. Ricardo fell at peace with his
world; but is || not sad that prosperity and

pea. .ver generati the poison that rankled in
Th- hart of Ramon?

«ne day the jealous one betook himself to th.
court of the al'aid-, in th- Store of haked mud.
ar.ig th«- bean« and peppers ami miners' kits.
ii, had .»me with a complaint, he said, ins own
ai 'his. Then wsa something nea an l
something wrong with Qultovl«

'I'..-morrow 1 will listen to you.' said th

alcalde, for ton: -row wa« always the alcalde's
bus) dag.
There wen man) to morrows hut Ramon pei

slated till the great man paused to hear him.

"It 1¿> a cheat," said Ita-mon. "One man

doing the work of two.''
"It may be so." replied the alcalde, aMIl»

ately.
"There vvii; be mischief."
"We shSTail se«-."
"Cn-ame, your worship! It will wast-» the 0

and loas the gold."
The ata-aldaVa ayes gteamard. "Do you kn«

that?" be a k« i
"I am suru. your worship."
"1 Will see, to morrow," BStd the gl*» at BAI

wavd off the little one.

Ricardo and Azul worked faithfully, as t

morrow.» approaclwd and receded. an«**onSCloi
of lb" dl I let tbat had taken shap«- in li«" I

mind The latter held Ins peace ai.d Oting i

more taunts at the mule, sanguin.- that be LU
laid the Ham for th.- catastropha, and had ml

to apply tb< mat h

"H.v. bappj I am'" murmured th« nappy i»

card" to T« resa, aa tbej sat on a ro. k Mar tl

arri» II text da'. "I haw !¦[ k-n to tl

padre'
"i have told nobody,'1 -ii'- answer« I, softly.
"No, ht it be » secret hü all is In readlo ¦

Then *¦ ¦¦¦ III bav. a fl its
,:¦. 'n San Antonio?"

N. - .,i d ) ¦.,; .»iiall have ¡lowers."
r i.

v t: :' iwera nol «garla1 dB Tie y Bahal
fron Soi
Ricardo arose ami b< atlri d the muí. ta ¡,- at«

i l'y il:, otter mule. ASUl a a» .'-,- actlV«

and Itii ai ould return to his sweethi art

it n tn« .". noon and oeai the «m«

of Ha ... -luit In half an hour his all
...... relieve him If h.- «a.» t u

oui th« plan which hla tempestuoua brain ha«
.,¦ ii.- lay al« an i tortur« d on hli

bed ol iraw through ihe night, he, Ramon
must act soon; and now, when the) wer

... :¡, one another, when Rli irdo'B eyei
c u.. n than th.f the bandaged mu:-»

now wat the I th :. nick ot time!
s., b«.. Ram i. n ping to the arrastra)

where Azul was sweating at his tod. Behoi«

him stealtbll) crawling to the further rim of th<
mill with an open knife In hla band, while tin

blue >u of ttui danger, pi« dd« d

around and an and again to the apot where h«

bid, and the two lovers hatted blitlu ly.
D iblo!' muttered Ramon, flereel) A knif.

Mashed once, twi«... and the deed waa d ;

With an oath of satisfa« lion, Ramon ciepl ba '-.

to in» work, an i the blui mule, apparently Ig¬
noring h ci. displayed lome petulance towai I
a gnat which had alighted on his sh i'..l» r. then
tranquill) pursued th long road which led to

now here
Por how ould Ramon have achlev« i his o-

noble purpose by the murder of Azur: That

would have been but half a revenge, whil»- the
retribution he had plotl d was all-shattering
and .umpietc He had laid the train for an u

plosion, .m earthquake. The two stn k«ts of his

knif. bad < ut th.» bandage from th.- mule's
eyes, that waa all; but .»a», not that enough?
Aaul would grow dlss) ami dtssler .n.d would
fall in Ins tracks, th« mill would stop, ¡Uid
Ricardo, all given to hla charmer, would not
notlc« th« episode. Th« alcalde would soon strid
by, fer had nut th»- cunning Katnuti .». t i g false
message to lure him home? He would observe
the .11. mil] ;in,] th f;t'ii,ti mule, he would see
i:i. ardu neglecting his duty to daily wlthT resa

f , A- ^
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"Ah." he would say, "no such lazy, care!« f.»,
low Shall be son of mm»-' Up, > ,1 o , '¦.¦ ;,.)),..
my daughter and attend to /. 'k' .'.' |... r.|
I will not have yog work t>-r mi p rn¡
Never come n< ar rr y arrastra I or ,«. * g¿^,
d0W .vross my Path a*:air," l.arr, t . : g.
and hear it »II, and his litt . atang»
while Aaal pursued his dr. ai , age aa

constantly aa the earth revolved b It srt«*|
arai th<- l< v. i prat i-d aa uneeai ngly «. taj
sphi-r-8 sar.p: to each othei
Then Rnrnoo'a buco . aw

and he would l»o tr<-'- to aitnei 1 the d -\
Tli- hlu. >.: 1 not ItaepI ssj
l(,nrrer. h<- must » D Btaggei .:-i fall and by
that time th- al'.lid- would | Tl «aj| b)
00 failure, ad WSB .-¦ .. a-: a «j mai.
Ing a skilful d-t-ur, tud !, '. aj|a*|
hlcken-houae to smtch sa I In r...

triumph.
V, -, th t. a as the al'Hide .-.- r » pj

Hi bad re« eived the m »

»t
Patience! Bui the muh Ä gj|
Why did he not Btumbh '¦'. ggj
swim und.-r tun feet? Why did h« '. r. «
heap in the path? Rnmon'a .¦ .. ».»
saw Azul steadily palliag thi r«
had draw n ¡t for boui i, without a >t
w it bout a siL-ri of dlStl -.

Arid s»-.-' The all hat , .»

rais'-d his sombrero, aj.i th great ::-i
t.. *h. happs « ouph With ~. »

."'.trig forward proQtaMjr, what mag* . 1
ect to polit« atteatioB 1 to da »r.

llgible one''
Bui Ramon swor.- an oath n- Hj

heart was a lump of lead, si !

lion stood n hia broa H« .».

n ade anoth -r up. "f th» kaifi
Arul was keeplBg on 1 Mt

lupiter or the f-n Ural . I 1 r£
unnatural an l distorted to Kai
rain Us had sitBessed In H »

h. inwgined that the blue mu
and anrcrrd aardonical y. ant II gfr
oua Tier, in- beard Azui laugh.al
r 'a u.c. maddei mir laugh
when the mule brayed, Ran n «1 feb

f... t, beside h Imm If wltl rage 11
and start« f .¦ He could sts) Ii
m. longei !¦ would put mil I
aid th.- seem of ids hamlllatton *>.

hand wai riolentl) u;~ :, t. ¦. .. hia
to th.- ground
"S you ar- th" thief, ar- > 1 *

that mad- him QUBkC "I th light 0<i '" r of
you, fault-finder! Murmurador! it .- *!»
1,a- he, ;, . sting rilj I
Alas for t!. ¿ ¿" tig Ramon, be M

utter one word >.f defence r protest SI : ut¬
il- would it svail him if as ail Tl ani
both mad- lawa for Qultovñ ai i se« .. 'à-^s,

With his sii .i .,* arm, he dragged ". *-..:<¦*
to his feet and 1«1 him off to the
When Ricardo found the sever , it

divined the secret -f it a. and 1 .¿ùH
softly. Alwaya a mar, of get.ti- mood« he «rat

nappy 1- v-. to harbor a grudg« Ah, mi
favorito," ti. said I" ttn :ii.: ir.5?ed
him thai night, "h. did not know " ut
bind' Ht did i!"t kn.jw th.it it » Él
s.une to fou!" And ASUl WOT 8* «I
well ai» Teresa, when the> rod« to thi :ittb
ad 'h.' Church at S.u. Ar, 1 ein
Pram isco married and hsV
"Tour Mess ng ob Asul, ta raved Kkaidl

with a coin .n his hand ^t Bfl
t ¦.. Al tloi ti d -ii the Mue t. f . .*.
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