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A PROSE POEM ON RODIN'S “"BALZAC
BY MR FRANK HARRIS, EDITOR
OF "THE SATURDAY REVIEW."

From The Saturday Revl w

It was a morning In June when 1 walked up
the Champs Elystes ou tny way to the Sglon in
the Champs de Mars. The Place of Poace wius
bathed In white sunlight, and thera was some-
thing fresh and hopeful in the cool, thin aw.
The gibbering ghosts that at nightfall and In
the early dawn crowd about the central foun-
tain and mock the effort of the cleansing wa-
tora to wash away the bloodsiains had all van-
fshed, and the lttle victorias spun about and
the people smiled and chattered as §f the past
and its enthralling life had no existence, Every-
think was lightsome and gay; nature seemed to
have lent man the guickened pulses of her re-
newed youth, The great white read drew me,
and as | walked I saw the shadowy leglons
winding up the long hill, and the crowds that
rughed together behind them were like the wa

terg seething lo the wake of a great ship. Aty
the next moment I waas admiring the avenue of |
chiestnut trees with thelr ting la of waxen

blossam. |

1n half an hour T was to see Rodin's statue of
Palzac. What would it be like? Rochefort,
whose Instinct in matters of Art s almost as
fine as his vislon of Politles i3 false, had ieet- |
ured Rodin, and sided with the Focloty of the
Gena de Lettres, who relected the artist's wift
His article in the “Intransigeant” had cnded
with the words, “Literature In painting is had |
ennugh, but the whole of the 'Comddie humnine |
in one plaster flimre |s absurd”  But was |
Rochefort to be trust to criticise Hodin? |
True, he had bought doyas whoen no one cared |
to look at them, and bronzea of Barye when the |
gculptor's nan.e was only known to the keeper |
of the Jardin des Plantes as that of an Wmport- |
unate visitor, who wanted to spend the night as
will as the day In etudying the greal cata
Hlake's phrase,

|\ ' % . Norls it possible for thought
1* A greater than {tscif to know,"

eame Into my mind and put Rochefort out of It

After all, our own wonderful critle I, 5. M
had praised Rodin's work without, however, de-
gcribing it. Perhaps I was to have a new ar-
tistic scnsation and my stepa quickencd. How
I got to the Salon 1 do not know; It surcly was
not T who put down a cain and asked the way;
yol here I was passing awiftly throuch a forest
of marble figures with dry throat and leaplog
heart. For there IT stood at the far end, and
my excitement waa po great that I eould not
fice the hope that sprung to life in me as I
peered at IT furtively with myople ceyes. 1
topped before Rodin's “Halser”: that I had
seon before, three years hefore, In the soulptor's
gtudio. Dut the Impression was the old one;
the figurea are wonderfully modelled; the
muscles on the shoulders of the man are knot-
trd and gnarled like onk-tree roots and the
great tendon of the leg 18 stralned ULl the
girands begln to separate as the strands of &
eable strained to the burating, And the wome
an's figure Is even fine in Its lovely curves of
Ewooning abandonment. “All our modern 1Mt
erature,” gald Ste. Beuve, “la sensual,” nand he
might have added, “all our art, too" But sen-
suallty here, g8 in llfe, has s compenaation In
& passlon of tendernesa. Notice how the man's
hand only dares to touch the tender flosh and
how his arm supports her head and neek. The
thing 18 a masterploce; but 1t does not satisfy
fme ms a masterplece ahould, and by patient
looking 1 find the reason. The contrast he-
tween the man's form and the woman's ia fine,
but the attitude does not bring out the higher
characterlstles and beauties of the man's fzure
83 it should. The attitude {8 concelved In 8
passion of admiration for the woman's figurs,
and that Is superbly and characteriatically ren-
dered; but the man's figure Is of necorsity hud-
died and dwarfed, I should prefer to see the

ngle imperious Impression. After all, the kiss
g the life of woman, but not of man, With a
lingering glance of admiration 1 tumn to the |
Balzac gad approach Jt from the front, as it is |
meant to be approached, |

The first Impression mode upon me (s that of
an extraordinary grotesgque, a comething mon-
rtrous and superhuman, linder the ald iress- |
ing-gown, with ita empy sleeves, the man
stands with hands beld together in front of him
and besd thrown back. There In something
theatrieal in the poase, something uncanny in
tho head. Yes, uncanny; the jaws are so lnrge
that they seem fo fall on to the @reat chost
and form a part of it, and then the cavernous
hollows of the eyes withoul eyehalis or sheht,
and above, the forchend, made parrow by the
Jocks of hair. A grotesque pxtrancdinary
power. The personality of the flgure 18 oppres-
slve; there Is In it & passion of labor and
achlevement, of self-as-ertion and  triumph,
which exeltes fear and antagonl«m. Tlere s &
Mitan who has made a world, and could unmyke
By well There j8 something demonitae in the
thing that thrills the blood. But, after all that
12 the first upregsion 1t on one Y the author
of ‘T.a Comfdie Humalne™ A mighty waorl
I was Balaae, who wrote farty volumeg thot

anm’g figure alone and receive from it the

have fallen Into ablivion and boen lost t
yond hope of recovery, and then w f
mare that constitute the mreatest |
aRohlevement ever produced by one int R
except perhaps that of Shakespenrs, and ther

gat coolly down and told the warld that bhe had
now learned his art and meant te do extraor-
dinary things, booka that should ha form ns
well as meaning, books tha! —suddenly Death
hetd the restlesa hands to stillness, and froze
the eager braln, Did Rodlo mean his wark to
give this Impression?

1 moved round the statoe, amd was struck hy
the profile. W the srotesque vanished and
the living farc ippearind,  Scen sldewiavs the
ptatue shows a wouderful likoness to Balzae ¢
he undoubtedly was. True, the mustache curls
ppward cynieally, but otherwize the face
the face of Balzac himszo!f, with the large Jaw
And bulbous, scentlng nose and cager eyves—a
face Instinet with a devouring vitulity and In-
Lelligones,

At length T became awars of Rodin's meaning,
{mnkw] at from the front, his statue shows the

oul of Dalzar, the boundless self-assertion of
the great workman, the flaming spirit of one
given to Ilabor and triumph. True, there s
pomething theatrical fn It, something of con-
gelouw pose In the erosscd hands and the head
thrown backward, but the pase [tself {8 of the
man and characteristic. The profile, on the
other hand, ls the outward presentment of the '
man, Balzae fn his habit ag he lived, the leap-
ing epirit thralled In “this muddy vesture of
decay.*
I know that pome critics—good critica, too—
U1 tell me that this statue, which seen iIn
hl gives, ns [t were, the sonl of Balzae, and,
sldeways, glves bls very form and image,
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ts and must be an outraze upon ol the canon
of art. Did oot Sir Joshua Reynotds say that |
“the att o unit mirnry 0 SO T i
form, for Instance) In r singls figure can never
esiape degenerating into i m nstrons byt I|$'|
sinking into the insipid: by taking away 118
marked character, an veakentng s oxgn |
slon™? Al thi= theore Atufl may e right
enough and even valuable, but what has |t to |

40 with me upon whon this monsteosity, this |
grotesque, has left a deathless impreason? _:.. |
all the range laethe art 1 can compare this
statue to not roaave the grent flgnee of
| Michelangeln, which some speak of as  the
“Pay" and others as the "Morsine * It will he
remembered that Amgelo has left the forehead |
unhewn, uncouth, but by thia trick the rest of
| the free 18 plunged Into deep aliadow, and it |
ook as if the light of the dd: were on
the forehoad: Here, too, 18 0 gre v with i |
fulness of meaning not to be il

nary forma.  Hoere, again, is a divine chanes re

warding the workman of genfus. “Chanee” 1
eall 4t for It was chanee and nothing else that |
made Angelo finish the lower parl of the tace |
first; chance, fon, the happy chinee that e '.:Il.--l
the maker of a hundred busts thiat gave Rodin

thia grandiose Wea.  Here at last @ g statue of |
2 great man worthy of the man's genina, and it |
was 1t A, naterally enough, by the most |
emine gociety of amateurs in Franes Right,

ton: T came (O my dwn, and my own recely i |

nie not.”

WHEN ENGLAND OWNED HANILA. !
BOTH TITE PHILIFPINES AND CUBA WERE ONCE

™

BRITISN

From The Portnightly Review

Roth the great Rland §omsessions—in the West
and East Indies, respectively which dre now
the seats of war hetween Spadn and the 1nited
Srates were for a time during last century

Havana and

possessions of the Britsh Fw
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CLITTLE JOE” WHEELER.

oF
T 1:,\'-'||.‘-'I’|'1|T.".’.\TIL ("AV-
ALRY LEADER,
Wishitgton, July 16 the prominent

sotors In the mitltary operations in Cuba none
re mate teresting or ploturesque thnn Major-

General Josoph Wheelor, He @8 8 soldier by In-
a personification

Among

pdueation and training;
of mental and physical activity and nervous
energy, and 04 moat curiouz and in-
plaitive of men. That he ahould clhinb a Trf‘e
kot Wne at the age of sixly-two, with
slung o his shoulders, in order to
am! movements of the en-

inct

the

s Ll gl
1 el glass
aligerve the position
was as natural and characteristic of him
he should strive and win in fontrace
v bieyele acroga the Capitol plaza In

my,
14 Lhat
12 inst
Washingtnn

JLITE T

a few monthe ago,
v Hight draoon in the nited

re than

Wwis

YO
In fart, welghing little mo

States Army

v hundred pounds caml he in a dragoon
vol in the same sense, far he doeg not tip Lthe
cale when it in weighted with more than a

U hundred and twenty pounds
Youne Whesler was 4 born ivalryman, and

when he resigned hils s cond lentonant’™s come-

| mission in the Sth Deagoons in 1961, in order to

with some re-
loutenant's

Wik
n first

Canfederacy, It
that et
mmission in the artillery and
Loy RAR futy Pensarola

later e poceived a nlonel's

t e

fuctianee he 1

in nssignment
A few months
imimisEsion in an
Alabamn infantry At hattle of
Shitoh the regiment and Hs commander distin-

nOn at

regiment the

LASILY RECOGNIZED.
From Judge.

“You say.,” inquircd the Washington officer,
“that you paw the runoway team coming down
the street before It was withidn four blocks of
you. Why didn't you run down some wlley or
cross alreet?”

“] didn't think of IL" moaned the injured
man. “I had no map of the clty w'th which
to find the locatlon of any alley or eross street.,”

The oflicer Immediately boeame all attentlon,
for he now knew that the vietlm was a member
of the strategy board,

pleces by an exploding shell, hls ald was killed
Beiide him, and himself painfully wounded,” but
he imwther borse, secured another alde-
de-camp and continued the light
LEADING A FORLORN HOPE

What took place on another occaslon when
Wheeler was covering the rotreat of the Confed-
erate forces -a duty which he was frequently
required to perform in the course of hils career—
In thus described;

It wus now sundown; sverylhing was acrom

muunied

ATED SI'I"I'I,E.\II'_H\_"_T.

Nearly forty |

Puck River In security, and he

make another charge when a |tan:;“?°"‘ )
him and jpointed to the rear, whera un“"ﬂ
had again surrounded him with another emy
Wheeling qulckly, be charged tbmmc&m
plunged headlong into the river, thep g

o mighty torrent, and amid a storm of o
making the water falrly foam, he Eﬂmw
f

[

|

|t apposite hank, Of the sixly whe

| “forlorn hope™ only thirteen escaped, mh
|

On the third day of DBragg's retreat
battle of Misslonmy Rldge General
cavalry, as usual, was covering the
became necesgary to make o stand for g g
time, and General “Pat” Cleburne, with ll-llﬂ.
vision of infantry, was detalled to g
the cavalry. Of course Wheeler was in the gy

1ar the fight which followed, and “his hgy
pierced with a Minie bullet and his foot P
tused by a fragment of shell”

General Wheeler was sent soon afterwapg
his cavalry to co-operate with T"""“‘Mh
the operations against Buruside In Bas
nesses. On December 28, 1863, the former y,
tacked o supply traln with o small fopes “‘
was repulsed, but he “checked the rt'.urmofm
Yankee cavalry by a countor-charge wigy ™
staff and escort,” “During the melee whish
gued Coneral Wheeler was entirely "'“M*’Hby
the enemy,” but he managed to exeape Uils {img
with a whale skin 2

WIHEELER'S CAVALRY RAIDS

Some of General Wheeler's most daring g
aucecssfal explults during the war were his eqy,
H

of Lhese were badiy wounded,
lﬂ.tr'h

alry ralds and counter-raids. WS & cop.
stant and terrible menace (o the Union ligy
and means of communication and transpory,
tion. Ratiwny locomotives and Cars weps g,
stroyed and bridess burned by the hundrsy,

hundreds of wagons and thousands of migleg
were captured and carried off or burned apg
killedd, and milllons of dollars® worth of quartse.
masters’, commissary, ovdnance and medie
storea shared o like fate. Thousands of Unig
soldlers tved on half or quarter rations, ey
| hundreds of Army horses and mules starved fy
vant of forage on account of the oprrations o
wvalrs

185, in

Wheeler's «
In January,
rans'a line of communication, Ge

roral Ross
ol Wheele,
{f covalry, attacked :lh.],*

-

a rald ar

gnde o

stroyed nine tlver transports oaded “ﬁé
supplies, ind also capturedand harked Q
Aad” gunboat Sedelle, In his aceount of thy
cxploit General Wheeler sald: “Alongside i
Llazing and crack!ing transporta she becamay
cinder upon the waters, which only an hour b
fore she had walked so proodly Hke a thing o
Hfe"
The if Army
gunboats avalry was

that the young maj

with a lri

transports
#0 unusual

1nd NI.T}
AR dcoen
enornl :Ifﬂh'w

apture

hy

Aa jocund day beg: { ptos on th
mountain topg on either side, and the sgnbexny
golden rudiance upon the feldsd
Las U0 1o oheur the weary s
tehievetnes Liefore them
my wns eacountered, and s
the notes of the goner)

narge and ench horsemas
life, rushed forward to te

that fert
diers for the hr
r ¢olimn of the «

yiner seen than
hugle sounded the
instinet with new
attack.

The Southern Confederwy woas in ita dyig
throes, and General Whevler realized It and bl
a doleful tale to tell when he wrs summoned §
meet JefMerson Davis at Charlotte o late
April, 134, The capture of both followed soa

afterward, but at diferent  places, although
Wheeler stood by his fallen chief until the Hm
came when everybody must look out for b

own siafety, They were companions (n captivity
| for a shart time, and ¢ was charateriste of

MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPIT WHERLER. the cavalry leader that he should twles sugget
Commanding the cavairy livirion before Santlago “plans for the rescue or dight of President
e = | Davis," both of which were abundoned at te
-\f_lllliT.\ were both captured by Great Dritain in | galalicd themselves. The former suffered heavy | instance of the Iatter. After a term of
" *ut 1 ¥ v M . '] " ) '
::h'ju IJI-.‘I '.,r. -n.l.:h' o bosses in the battie, but Colone! Wheeler, accord- | confinement in Fort Delaware 1 prisoner o
’ -i’l" rs ol MuAlin “‘; | ing to th Mcial eeport of General Chalmers, | war, Gen el Wheoler was peleased on parole
Admivil Cornieh amd Hrigas ] | i brigude commander. Y"bravely charged at the | not again to bear arms against the United
in r--;-:)- LT ations of miri | headd of the small remnant of his regiment and | States,
tpitmlations made againes 1 risniant of M . eart the rivsst " ' Rt oxd* ' " .l
ihe Uhdnisel Uhain o ATCRITS i o f Missioyipg hearing the regl- | He was the firs { Mor hl
flciently  strong Mo whole of the | L i two Lorses | o to the G T T rin the
thove tn tiina the Spania I ey i, hia. Wi ha al 1y | X}t var, and when he ngaln t ¢ up arms
volded complyving with th i in I tier | Ll videy, and | Le Delted hils sword around a | ad of &
VOry ar I it x t in bhringl th ¥ 1 sl
from the Miserieordia amd Ordend e O L e ' ! i shot nnd 4 1 I 1] vent forth under
vidch it w ut af thoelr g o ! ! L Kroal fugmber | th r | sty ‘.
whid uneratefully ok U TR ! Ve'h L M wis aly .'.‘; Wi AS AN AT L
- _ s el R TRl LR LI i the iy e he cuse 80| NG Listtes ;  General Wheelers los
Bollion.* et n ! I oof u dis noatd a4 corps, and | g ik :
ilr the | o g s 1 ' i L : | tenge mentad activity and groat indusiry could
. o I Wris T [0, er. wihit ] " was by no o DA mierely ornas '

: : o L Al i h| . . " e e T Y OFRDe | ho pshed than a volume of some | Landreed
included  the Seven Years® Wa Canada f meatal or & sinecure. From fivat to last no | 2 ’ . s ree it
Loutsiana and varlons istands in the Weat Inidies | g 0 Nirty i s puges entitled A Revised Sysiem of Cavairy
having been ool by Fran ind Florida amd | 5 rothan Lhirty-two of his staf€ oflicers were | Tactjcs f the Use » Cavalr ounted

v } rida nn Llod oF Wikadad while 3 : i actics for the Use of the Cavalry and Moun
Minorca by BHoaip, Cireat Hritain on ber paet | #0000 Hundet el wling beside him in | Infantry ' @ - My, sseph
coded to the katter Power Cuba aod the Philip- | battle. He blmself did not always come off geot 5, sl ‘“ .h' s h"_ Al jor ral 46
pines. Yot there is still to be seen-or was dur- | free. e was three times slightly wornded, s | Yoonier, C.'8, Ay Mobiies i 3L Gastasl # 5%
ing my residence at Manilao at the mouth of | 0« dntuily I _ b il Al !’ I8,
the Pasig, and under the ramparts, o dilap i PRINERTY, 1‘“' "] expreased it and his | This s an olaborate and comprehensive tree
dated brick and stuceo manument with an in mdadie cquipments and clothies were algo fre- | o

tise, " s Lo aken Into cot
acription eolebrating the expulsion of the in | au ntly struck by the missiles of the encmy J ¢, and when t!n fact Is taken (nto .rudal-
viuding British by the nolile and patristic Don | The “painful” wound wos tecdy 1) S YRR . | tion that its author was: in constant active M
| Blmon de Anda -an inseription which afforded CAIRant B N ‘|. oo oan en- | axqoting service In the field dur
lgreat amuscment to British navel oMoers visit YIRS MUk ashville, Tenn., nfter Brags's | poerfod of it production the achlevernent must
ing the port retreat from Kenlucky In 1862, On this oera- | be regarded i | \..Th ook
. glon  Geoneral Whevler's  horse “was tom in ¢ regarded as an extraordinary one. e

| Is printed on thin grayish paper and bound 18
| eoarse pasteboard covers with a cloth back, for
It was published at a place whers fine book
paper and binding materfals had beoome Ve
scarce, even In 1803, A copy of the book B
kept among the *locked-up® treasures of the
Library of Congress. When he handed it to T
Tribune correspondent Mr. Spoiford remi
"We have a good many books that were pub
lihied In the South In wartime. This ane
plcked up at an auctlon sale for G5 cents
eopy would cost a good many Jdollars now®

rence

thought the account of it would bear adoe
ment. But other accounts writtean or dictam
by him of his military achiev ts indieah
the exlstence of o strong veln efry In by
meontal composition. or example « pcrow |
af a raid Into the Sequatchie Valley In the
tumn of 1863 contains the fo) 1% DAsSSAge!

.



