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NINTH LANCERS SAFE.

LORD METHUEN STEADILY
PUSHING FORWARD.

PETATLS OF THE BATTLE OF GRAS PAN
REACHING LONDON-FOUGHT ON'
FREE STATE SOIL.

[nT cARLE TO TRE TRIRTNE. ]

London, Nov. 28, 6 a. m.—Independent ace
counts of the battle of Gras Pan, published this
morning, put AN end to all anxlety with regard
tn the safety of the Oth Lancers. The best de-
geription of the engagement comes from the cor-
respondent of “The Chronicle.” It appears that
the Boers, strongly intrenched, were holding a
range of koples commanding both sides of the
railway. The Britlsh force debouched on the
plain to the eastward, and four BRoer guns at
onea opened fire, Lord Methuen's guns were
yery guick In replying. and a flerce artillery
duel ensued, lasting three hours. The Boers
ghowed great tenacity, and Lord Methuen, find-
fng he could not disperse them by shell filk, de-

termined upon &N infantry attack.

A vigorous assault on the Boer lines was
then earried by the Ninth Brigade, the
British displaying the greatest gallantry, and

mt

rushing forward in the face of a terrific fire.
The Free Staters recolled, and all the koples
were taken, some of them heing geveral hun-
dred feet in helght.

The Boers suffered under the terrible shell
fire a8 they fled, and a small detachment was
et of by the New South Wales Tancers
Rut the pursuit of the maln hady by the
fth Lancers ended In  fallure. The ground
was terribly rough, and the severe fire com-
pelled them to fall back.

As the Boers suecceeded in carrying off thelr
gurs, apparently the British victory was not
a declstve actlon, hut 18 notable as having been
fought on Free State terrltory. Al previous
combats have taken place on Britlsh soll.

At midnight the War Office {esued two Im-
portant dlspatehes bearing on the advances of
Methuen and General Gatacre, The former was
within elght miles of the Modder River on Mon-
day night, and the latter is now in the moun-
tain district of Bushman's Hock. The Free
Staters are retiring to Molteno,

A Kimberley dizpatch states that the Boer
there has been vacated, and General
with three thousand men, has gone
This seems confirmed by a report that
commandant was present at

LNPF

camp
Cronje,
gouth.

the Transvaal

Gras Pan,
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WANTED DEFINITE NEWS.

LONDON'S FEARS FOR THE LANCERS—
WHAT THE CRITICS SAY OF
THE WAR.
[PT CABLE TO THE TRIRUNE.]

London, Nov, 20, 1 & m—While there {8 no
publiec anxiety over the military situation in
Bouth Africa, there I8 a high degree of sus-
pleiousness respecting the war news wherever
there e the smallest loophole for doubt and un-
certainty, Lord Methuen's account of the battle
of Gras Pan—or Enslin, as it 18 now officially
known—was clear and direct, but he did not re-
port the return the $th Lancers, and for
forte-eight hours thers was reluctance to accept
it as & bullstin of vietory untll there could be
definite assurance that the cavalry had not been
entrapped llke the hussars after Dundee. Lord
Methuen has not vet eompleted his dispatch by
the additlon of the trivial detall that the cavalry
pursuit after the battle was Ineffective, and the
guspicious public hes been left to Infer that the
luncers were not earried off to Pretorla by
the wily Boers from the appearance of the
offictal easualty llet, Two men, an officer and
@ private of the Oth Lancers, are reported as

wounded In 4 reconnolssance the day after the

engagement.
LOSSES SMALLER THAN EXPECTED.

The British losses In Lord Methuen's second
battle were much smaller than had been feared
from the Admiralty list. The total killed,
waounded and missing for Infantry, cavalry and
artillery was 92, whereas the losses of the naval
brigade were 105. This indicates that the brunt
of the artlllery work was done by the naval
brigade, whose guns, belng of greater range,
concentrated the enemy's fire, Lord Methuen's
admirers in military eireles here assert that the
casunlty list bears out the conclusion that a
gelentifie use was made of the artillery in clear-
ing the ground for the bayonet charge, and sav-
ing thereby the infantry from heavy losses. The
naval officers smile grimly, and add that thelr
Wrigade had been protecting the infantry bat-
tallons at a high cost. The same officers have
been twitting thelr comrades in the military ser-
vice with the fact that artillerymen have heen
sent by the War Office from the whaole island to
learn how to work long range guns under naval
eonching.

Goners]l Buller's dispateh to the War Office
eontained explicit confirmation of the press re-
ports that all was well at Ladysmith on Friday,
and the defalls of the eondition of the wounded.
It also announced that General Joubert had
satlsfactorlly explained the firing upon the flag
of ‘ruce, against which General White had
strougly protested. Similar outrages under the
white flag on the western border have excited
much resentment in England, and are helping to
ellence the' malcontents who employ thelr leisure
in abusing Mr. Chamberlain..

The relief column for Ladysmith is rapidly
moving up to Frere, and s recelving reinforce-
ments steadily from Durban. Two fresh bat-
terlos have been sent to Durban from Cape
Town, so that the rellef eolumn will be strong
fn artillery. Lord Dundonald, who s leading
the advence on Colenso with mounted troops,
18 & grandson of the famous Admiral Cochrane,
who destroyed the French flect in Basque Roads
and fought jn the Chillan war of Independence.
Lord Dundonald served with distinetion in the
Nile expeditlon, but I8 best known in London
a8 the popular colonel of the 24 Life Guards.

The story of General Hildyard's sortle Is re-
told to-day in several journals, and he I8 now
recelving general recognition for the hest bit
of strategy displayed on the British side since
the opening of the war, The fresh detalls bring
out the fine work done by Bethune's Horse, and
the splendid practice of the Naval Brigade by
Which the Boer gun was put out of actlon.

BAILING OF THE FIFTH DIVISION.

The Fifth Division is rapidly getung off for
the Cape. One-half of the composite regiment
of the Household Cavalry will safl to-day. The
———
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War Office I making amends for its neglect
to send a strong cavalry force for the campalgn
against mounted Infantry by ordering reinforce-
ments  for three cavalry regimente. The
cavalry force In the British Army Is not large
enough, There nught to be two more reglments
of Lancers, The War Office is also paying
critical attention to artillery detalls.

Gireat sensitivaness 18 shown In military ecir-
cles over the charge that the Intelligence De-
partment was badly served Lefore the outbreak
of war, and that artlilery of inferior range was
sent to Bouth Afrlea to be outclassed by the
Boer guns. The highest authorities deny that
the chief of the Intelligence Department made
any mistake respecting the Doer guns, The
subject will be brouzht up in Parllament, and
fully discussed, for It i= already one of the chief
toples of the West End, Milltary men assert
that the Intelligence Department was not In
fault, but reported fully upon Boer armaments,
If that be true Lord Lansdowne and the Com-
mander-in-Chief will have to bear responsibllity
for serlous mlsmanagement of a most impor-
tant detail of the campalign.

The German Emneror has sailed for the Con-
tinent after recelving the final honor of a salute
from a British fleet. Like a good politiclan, he
readjuste balances by payving a brief visit to
Queen Wilhelmina, and makes a concession to
those German subjects who aympathize with the
Duteh In Africa, | His viglt to the Engllish Court
eannot be explalned away as a strictly private

affalr. It has strengthened and widened the
secret  understanding  already existing, and
opened the way for a close approach to a

British-Germanie alllance, which Amerleans
can regard with entire equanimity.

The comments of the French press upon the
virtual recognition of the Boers as belllgerents
by the British Government display slight knowl-
edge of Amerlean precedents in the Clvil War,
Whether the Boers are rebiels or helllgerents, ex-
ternal intervention will not be allowed by Eng-
lend, and the question of suzerainty will be
dropped with the two conventions, and the
principal of the paramount authority of the
Imyperial government established. Two Ministers
spoke last night with emphasis on this sub-
Ject. Mr. Balfour declared that no portion of
the Queen's dominfons would ever again be
converted Into a place of arms to be used against
English subjects, nor annexed by Insolent re-
publics. Mr. Ritchte contended that equal
rights for all white men In South Africa would
be brought about under the English flag, and
added that the British ohiect there was the
same a8 In the Soudan. Conquest for Egypt
and Great Britain has been the British policy
in the Soudan, as Lord Salisbury has recently
explained it S B

—i———

STORMED THE BOER TPOSITIONS,
GENFERAL METHUEN'S BRILLIANT VICTORY
AT THE BATTLE OF GRAS PAN.
Orange River, Nov, 27.—The Britlsh arms have
achieved a brilllant victory, The enemy, strong-
Iy intrenched, held a range of hills commanding
both sldes of the rallway at Rool Laagte, near
Gras Pan. The Lancashires, under Lewls, re-
connoitred in an armored traln on Friday. The
Boera shelled the train, killing Lewis and a

private,

General Methuen then advanced. Hlis col-
umn made a detour and lvouacked for the night
at Swink's Pan, three miles from the Boer posi-
tion,

At dawn the advance hegan, the (GGuards form-
Ing the reserve, The column debouched on the
plain eastward of the Boer kopjes. The Boer
guns opened fire, Two baiterles of British
artillery, posted on each side, shelled the Boers,
practice being good on both sides,

The Roers stuck tenaclously to thelr positlons,
firing steadily and aeccurately., The duel, which

continually became hotter, lasted three hours.
The Boer shells wounded several men of the
naval brigade,

Finding it impossible to displace the Boers by
artillery, General Methuen resolved an an In-
fantry attack. A brigade of infantry, including
the Yorkshires, the Northamptons, the Northum-
berlands and the Lancashires, with the naval
brigade on the right, gallantly starmed the Hoer
positions in the face of a withering fire, and ear-
ried hill after hill, the brigade under Colonel
Money eapturing the main position against a
terrific fire, but suffering severely,

. -
MOVES FORWARD.

GATACRE
BOERSE RETIRE TOWARD THE ORANGE
RIVER BEFORE THE BRIT-

18H COLUMN,
London, Nov, 28 —General Forestler-Walker
has sent the following dispatch, dated Cape
Town to-day, to the War Office:

Kekewich reports from Kimberley, from No-
vember 18 to November 23, some unimportant
gkirmishes with the Boers. Wounded—Captain
Bodley, Lisutenant Hawker and three troopers;
all doing well. The health of the garrison 1
good and the water supply plentiful.

Native reports to Kekewich state that the
enemy's camps to the south of Kimherley have
heen vacated and that Cronjé, with three thou-
sand Boers, i marching to the south. The
Boosrs are disappearing from the vicinity of
Kimberley., The e¢nemy Beems restless.

The rallway line wos repalred to point six
miles north of Gras Pan on Sunday, and the
telegraph was reopened to within elght muv_a of
Modder River, or thirty-three miles from Kim-
on Monday nlght.

Later—Gatacre occupled Bushman's Hoek yes-
terday with a bhattallon of Infantry., His main
body is at Putter's Kraal, The enemy retired

toward Molteno.

e
LANCERS BREAT A RETREAT.
METHUEN'S CAVALRY ACTED WITH PRU-
DENCE ON INTERCEPTING THE BOERS.
London, Nov. 20,—A dispatch from Orange
River, dated Monday, November 27, and describ-

ing the hattle of Enslin, says:

The Boers successfully retreated. The Lancers
attempted to intercept and reached them; hut
@ severe fire open2d from a kopje (hilh) forced

the Lancers to retreat, General Cronje was
with the Boers,
Among the Boer prisoners are Alderman

Jeppe and Commandant Mossik, who led the
Boer foree.

BULLER'S REASSURING REPORIS.
INFERENCE DRAWN THAT THE NINTH
LANCERS8 WERE NOT CAPTURED.
London, Nov. 28.~The War Office has re-
eplved from General Buller a ligt of the casual-
tles at the hattle of Enslin, or Gras Pan, on No-
vember 26, It shows that among the wounded
of the 24 Yorkshire Light Infantry were Cap-
tain C. A. Yates, Lieutenant H, C. Fernyhough
and Lieutenant C. H. Ackroyd. The casualtles
among the non-commissioned officers and men
of the varlous reglments engaged were as fol-
lows: Killed, ten; wounded, seventy-one; miss-

Ing, nine,

The War Office has recelved the fallowing dis-
patch from General Buller, dated Pietermaritz-
burg, Natal, November 28:

Our last news from Ladysmith, November 24,
said all well. An old message, dated November
10, just arrived, hoginsa:

“Joubert hasx explained firlng on one (Red
Cross? flag, previously reported. Have ac-
cepted explanation as sutisfactory.

“Licutenant Lethhridegs, Hifle Hrigade, died of
wounds, Others wounded generally dolng well.
Henlth of troops Koo,

sgjx wounded Dublin Fuslliers, captured on
armored train south of Colenso, sent hera to-
day,
The casualtles Jn the reconnoissance of the
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FACED DEATH FOR DAYS.

TRANSPORT'S PERILOUS VOYAGE TO

MANILA.
THE MANAUENSE, LADEN WITH TROOPS,
NARROWLY ESCAPES FOUNDERING

IN THE PACIFIC,

Manila, Nav, 28 —The transport Manauense,
with Licutenant Colonel Webbh Hayes and three |
companies of the 31st Infantry on board, has
She narrowly escaped r‘llaasm:.'
The ofcers and soldlers were for eleven r'fﬂ}’lli
balling with buckets. The steamer was unsea- ‘

]
|

worthy, undermanned and short of provisions.
Her engines broke down and she rolled three
days In a typhoon,

The Manauense Is thirty-three days from San |
Francisco. When she anchored in the bay here |
to-day there were saveral feet of water in her
hold, and four hundred grimy, greasy, hungry,
exhausted soldiers and sallors had heen passing
buckets of water since November 17, night and
day. Pirst Assistant Engineer Dunleavy was
under arrest, and, according to Colonel Hayes's
official report, the chief engineer would also
have been under arrest if there had been any
ong to replace him. The Colonel's report also
declares that the captain of the vessel told him
that the only thing which hrought them through
was the fact that the men were greenhorns and
filled to realize thelr danger, while experiencel
seamen would have deseried the ship and taken
to the boats In midocean,

SOLDIERS MAN THE VESSEL.

The Manauense la a chartored ship, flving the
British flag, S8he helongs to a firm of which
Senator Perkings, of San Franelses, fa alleged
to be a Junlor member. The officers say the
firm bought her for £45,000, and they say ef-
forts were made to sell her to the Government
for $150,000, She started from San Francisen
accompanied by the transport Peking, which
carrled the remainder of the regiment, and en-
countered heavy seas to Honolulu, without ae-
cident, After starting, It developed that she
was undermanned, and soldfers had to be de-
talled to act as firemen, coal passers and
waiters, and to do other work. Before reach-
Ing Honolulu, the crew concluded that the ship
was not pafe, and the majority agreed to deser:,
Though they were closely watched, many of the
orew succeeded In getting away, and the Manau-
ense left Honolulu with less than half her
erew. The captaln of the transport, on Novem-
her 17, told Colonel Hayes that the vessel had
eprung a leak, and an Investigation resulted
in finding several feet of water In her hold
The steam pumps were tried, but falled to work,
and there were no hand pumps on board. How-
ever, forty-six buckets were found, otkers were
improvised, and the soldlers not employed In
working the shlp were organized Into flve
ehifts, and, stripped and forming lines, they be-
gan balling, the offlcers working with the men,
passing the buckets, which were sent up to
the derk by & windlass. The longest time a
shift conld stand was two hours, and often the
period was not longer than half an hour. The
baillng continued until the ship anchored here,

The same day the leak was discovered the
machinery collapsed and the eleetrie lghting
plant and evaporating, distilling and refrigerat-
Ing apparatus falled t« work. Thera wers no
lamps, and the few canales found were exhanst-
& after a few days. During the last week of
the passage the Manauense was In utter dark-
ness at night.

ENCOUNTERED A TYPHOON.

8he had been rolling In heavy seas all the way,

but on November 22 she encountered a typhoon
and pltched and tozsed alarmingly. The Peking |
became separated from the Manauense In the
storm. The water rase rapldly, and the balling
foree wag doubled. But the hucketa wers grad-
unlly smashed, and barrele and boxes were syb-
stituted far them, the men working In darkness
with planks and pleces of Iron shafting, or baing
vinlently washed among thom.  The firemen
conld only feed the fires hy heing lifted on the
shouliders of other men, thiough water walst
Aeep,

The typhoon lasted two days and a half, and |
In the midst of It the englnes stopped. The ofll-
cers then held a council and found that there |
were 420 persons on board, with lifeboat ac-
eommodations for 213,

The heat was Intense untll the typhoon passed, |
and then the Peking, which had retraced her |
eourse about seventy miles, ran alongsida the
Manauense, which was rolllng so heavily that
lie soldiers in the held ecould at each roll see
the Peking through the hatches overhead,

('olonel James 8. Pattit, the commander of the
318t Volunteer Regiment, ordered the Manau-
enge to procesd to Guam and awalt relief, hut
the ecaptain of the Manauense de nurred, the
oMecers say, because the Government was rent-
ing the ship for 8600 a day.

LIVED ON WHISKEY, BEER AND HARD-
TACK.

Throughout the remainder of the voyage the |
engines of the Manauense falled frequently, and
the ship would roll for a few Hours while the
engines were belng repalred. Then the steamer
would proceed again for a few hours,

The meat and vegetables rotted beeause nf the
fallure of the refrigerators, and were thrown
overhoard.

Aftor the storm the water supplied to the ship
at Hondlulu had to he used for the bollers, and
there was litle or none for Arinking. In fact,
it !s asserted that during the last week of the
voyage the men lived almost entirely on whis- |
key, heer and hardtack.

The officors and soldlers were utterly exhaust-
ed when they reached Manlla. They declare the
engineers were grossly incompetent. The offi-
eprs also say that the behavior of the troops
was beyond praise. For days they worked In
the dark, suffocating hold, with water sometimes
up to thelr shoulders and planks washing about
In & manner dangerous to life and lmh, The
officers took the lead in batling and éncouraged
the men. The captain of the ship promised the
men 25 eents an hour for balling, but he now
proposes to pay them $1 50 a day. The soldiers
talk of attaching the ship

The regiment will proceed to Zamboanga on
the Peking to garrison several ports on the (al-
and of Mindanao.

.

SAY THE MANAUENSE WAS ALL RIGHT.
THANSPORT OFFICIALS CANNOT UNDERSTAND

THE STATEMENTE FROM MANILA.

8an Francigsco, Nov. 28—Transport offleinls at
this port are at a loss to explain the alleged un-
seaworthy eonditlon of the transport Manauense,
whose arrival at Manlla was reported to-day. A
representative of The Assoclated Press talked with
a number of oMclals to-day, and In avery Instance
It was stated that the Manauense was In Arst class
condition when she left this port on October M
Her engines had bheen thoroughly overhauled, and
her fittings were in the best eondition. It 1s held
that enough supplies were taken for n gix months’
teip,  Her hold, it 18 sald, was full of supplles for
the soldlers. That she waa undermanned n de-
nied, and it 1s urged that had she been clearance |
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HARPER & BROS. ASSIGN.

STATE TRUST COMPANY IN POSSESSION
OF THE PUBLISHING HOUSE.

BUSINESS TO GO 0ON UNDER COLONEL
HARVEY, WHO 18 APPOINTED AGENT FOR
THE ASSIGNEE, AND AT WHOSE IN-
STANCE THE ACTION 18 TAKEN—

J. P. MORGAN & (0. THE PRIN-

CIPAL, CREDITOR,

The husiness and assets of the publishing
firm of Harper & Bros. were yesterday taken
posgession of, as a preliminary to the appoint-
ment of a recelver, hy the State Trust Com-
pany, acting In behalf of the first mortgageea
of the property. Although the proceeding was
In the nature of a mortgage foreclosure, the
slep was taken upon the suggestion of the dl-
rectors of the firm and with the friendly con-
currence of J. Plerpont Morgan, the largest
ereditor. It has been known for some time that
Harper & Fros. were In financlal difficulties,
The first publle knowledge of thls fact came to
light some months ago, when it was reported
that a consolidation of the firm with Doubleday
& MeClure had practically been completed,

For reasons which were not stated at the
time, but seem clear now, the negotidtions were
not earried Into effect, But on November 17T
the house was reorganized, with Colonel G. B.
M. Harvey as Its president. At the same time
Colonel Harvey purchased a large block of
shares In the company, the exact amount of
which eould not be ascertained at the time, but
was sald to be In the neighborhond of $1,000,000
par value, the price pald by Colonel Harvey he-
inik $150 n share, That this transaction did not
suffice to put the company on a sound financial
footing was admitted yesterday by the directors,
who announced that the firm was not {n a posl-
tion to meet Its maturing obligations.

AT COLONEL HARVEY'S INSTANCE.

'rom statements made public last night it
appears that the action of the State Trust Com-
pany was taken at the Instance of Colonel
Harvey himself, who, as a result of a personal
Irvestigation of the affairs of the firm, frankly
admitted that. to attempt to put the corpora-
tion's finances upon a sound and durable hasls
while staggering under so heavy a load of In-
debtedness, without beginning to bulld up the
business again from the hottom, would be “little
short of insane.” In taking the course he did
(‘olonel Harvey acted with the consent and ap-
proval of the members of the Harper family and
0f the principal ereditors. Although J. Pler-
pont Morgan was willlng to advance maore
money to the firm, Colonel Harvey In a state-
ment gleen out last night made It plain that
he was unwilllng to assume any responsibility
for the payment of Intarest upon the £3,500,000
mortgage which rests upon the property, and
the settlement of unsecured clalms amounting
approximately to $2,000,000, without effecting
first a thorough readjustment of the company's
finances, For any one to take upon himself
such an undertaking would, he stated, he an
impossible task. Consequently in justice to
himself, the company and {ts creditors, he de-
elded after consultation with each member of
the Harper family that the only possible solu-
tlon of the difficulty was to resort to the course
which has besn fallowed,

This eourse, he belleves, will place the com-
pany In a positlon which will assure ultimate
payment in full to ita ereditors. A speclal clause
In the morigage held upon the property enabled
the State Trust Company, as trustes under the
maortgage, to take possession of the assets and
It wae under
this clause that It stepped in yesterday and ap-
pointed Colonel Harvey to manage and control
the firm. Formal proceedings will now be instl-
tuted for the appointment of the trust company
as recelver of the corporation, with Colonel Har-
vey a4 agent for the recelver. With the financial
prohlems of the concern taken off his hands,
Colonel Harvey and those assoclated with him
will now devote thelr entire energies to rebuild-
Ing the business and strengthening the affalrs
of the famous old publishing house.

REFORMS ALREADY CARRIED OUT,

Reforms have already been carried out which
will result in a saving of more than $100,000 a
vear, and with the effecting of a reorganization
thoge Interested In the company have confldencs
that it will enter upon a fresh career of pros-
perity.

The first publie Intimation that was forthrom-
ing of yesterday's developments was the pasting
af the following notlee upon the doors of the
premisea in Franklin Bquara:

All persons will please take notice that the State

| Trust Company, as trustee under the first mort-

gage made by the corporation of Harper & Hroa.
to the Btate Trust Company as trustee, In pursu.
ance of the provisions of Beetlon 2 of Article 3
of sald mortgage, has entered Into and upon all and
every part of the pm?u‘rt)' and premises, lands,
rights, Interests and franchises conveyed or in-
tended to be conveyed by sald mortgage. and each
and every part thereof, Including the publication nlf
the perfodicals known as “Harper's Ma azine,'
“Harper's Weekly,” “Harper's Bazar' and “Har-
par's Round Table,” and that from this date and
untl further notlce, neither the corporation of
[Harper & Hros., nor Its Agents or servants, witl
have or will exerclae uny power to use, operate,
manage orf control sald mortgaged property or
premises, of to conduct the husiness therent,

he Siate Trust Company has appointed G. B.
M. Harvey to be its agent in the Ko.!-n--!!-:n. oper-
atlon, management ani control of the sald property,
remises and business, and until further notice
Lr- will be respected nccordingly. By order.
THE STATE TRUST COMPANY.

By WALTER 8 JOHNSTON, President.

Attest: H, M, FRANCIB, Secretary.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH MORGAN & o,

In order that It might be known that the ae-
tlon taken by the Trust Company was by re-
quest of the members of the eorporation, the
tollowlng correspondence Wwas given out for

publication last night :
sew-York, Novemher 27, 1580

Messrs, J. P. Morgan & Co., New-York.

fiear Sirs: It is due to you, as the prineipal erad.
itors of Harper & Brothers, to know that, owing to
the financial stringency and the fact that the bulk
of our nssets is not avallable for quick realization
or collatern] purposes, the company may, and proh-
ably will, be unable to meet 1ts maturing obliga-
tions.  Moreover, our new president, Mr. Harvey,
Insists that the finances of the company must be
readjusted In such o way as to ennble him to give
his undivided attentlon to the business and ed-
ftorial work, and we ourselves feel that, in the
srosent situation, we have not the moral right to
truur further obligntions which we mlzht not be
able tn meet, We consider It our duty, therefors,
in Justice to hoth yourselt and ourselves, 1o decline
1o avall oursslves of vour generous offer to Increass
the amount of your loan, and to seek your co-
aperatlon in another way, betiter adapted, in our
fudgment, to conserve the Interests of all our ered-
ftors

Wa fee]l emboldened to make this request, not be-
cnuse of business necessity on your part, but be-
cause of the personal frlendship and sympathy you
have nlways sliown for and the great pecuniary
sorviea you have rendersd to Harper & Hrothers
in the past. It i= due you that we should, as wo

do now, expresa our deep appreclation of and sin- -

core gratituda for such nsslstance, without which
our hotss sould hardly have maintained its position,

The present asgets of the company have been
justly extimated as being far in excess of Its exist-
Inir llabllitles, but they are of such a charactar as
1o be wholly unavallable for Immediate cash re-
quirements or as a basis for further loans, We are
entisfled. however, that with capable single headed
management, which we hellave we hava now se-
cured, the property may be made capable of earn-
ing a material amount in excess of that required to
pay the Interest not only upon your prior loan, but
alsa upon the unsecured claima, lmnuntlnf to ufh
proximately 2000000, [t Is our anxious desire 1o
protect If possible the holders of these clalms, and
to place them In a ]‘l‘}ll"ﬂn which will assure ulti-

A reorganlzation of the company upon A per-
manent and substantial baeis would we belleve, ac-
complish these purposes, and would conserve the
interests of all creditors, provided the property

(tontinued to seventh page,

For sixty-nins
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POLICE CLOSE UP A BANK.

L. A, GOURDAIN ARRESTED AFTER THE
FIRST DEPOSIT.

CAPTAIN PRICE VIOLENTLY FEJECTS THE
PRISONER'S LAWYER FROM THE
POLICE STATION.

Louls A. Gourdain, head of the firm of L, A.
Gourdaln & Co., bankers, with expensive offices
in the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
bullding, at Twenty-third-st. and Madison-ave,,
was arrested yesterday at noon by Captain
Price, of the Thirtieth-st. pollce statlon, after
doing business for about three hours, and tak-
ing In &5, The prisoner was taken before Police
Magistrate Deuel, In the Jefferson Market
Court, wha held him on a charge of attempted
swindling, the charge being preferred by Cap-
tain Price himself. Ball was fixed in the sum of

£10,000,

Gourdaln was represented by Henry 8 Davis,
of Ng. & Beekman-st, a former Assistant Dis—]
trict Attorney of Brooklyn, who later ohtained
from Justice Hookstaver, in the Supreme Court,
a writ of habeas corpus directing Captain Price
to produce Gourdaln In the Supreme Court this
morning, at which time, Mr. Davls says, the
ball will be reduced

AN ENDLESS CHAIN SCHEME

For two weeks or more people passing Madl-
eon-ave. and Twenty-third-st. have been at-
tracted by placards bearing the following an-
nouncement: “Imperial Natlonal Bank, will
open about February 1, 1000.” Gourdain's
scheme was to sell a purchaser a bond contain-
Ing four coupons for 81. The four coupons were
to be sold for 25 cents each, which would give
the original purchaser his money back. and then
ha was to take the stuh to the Imperial Na-
tlonal Bank and get another book of coupons,
On the presentation of the four original coupons
the holder of the stub was to draw $3 In cash,
or £5 in shares in the Imperfal National Bank,

Applleants for clerkships came in droves to the
new bank on Monday, In answer to an advertise-
ment for college bred men at §60 a month, and
yesterday Gourdain and his outfit were ready
for all the fools uncaught by Miller's Franklin
Syndlcate In the Borough of Brooklyn. But
Captaln Price was one of the first comers, He
arrested Gourdain and the clerks made a rush
for their coats and hats and tumbled out of the
bullding as if they were afrald It was on fire,

t'i(lf,'[!].?;\l.'\f I8 INDIGNANT.

After Gourdaln was taken to the police sta-
tlon he was seen by the newspaper men, to
whom he sald: *Thls arrest 1s an outrage. 1
am ready to meet any clalms agalnst me or pay
back any money to those who are not satisfied
with what they have got from me. I never
swindled any one, Croker says he is working
for his pocket all the time, and ‘Tom’ Platt is
another man working for the good of the people.
I work chiefly for fun. 1 can afford to spend
S100,000 in advertising.”

Gourdaln is about forty-five years old, about
five feot ten inches tall, and slender. Captaln
Price gave out a typewritten statement which
sald: “This man Gourdain has a bad record.
He was indicted in New-Orleans for belng con-
nected with an organization which was crim-
inal. He then came to New-York and rented
ofMces at No. 243 Broadway, with the idea of
organizing a ewindling scheme, but ft fell
through. The man |8 a thief at heart, and 1
will prove It and have him breaking stones be-
fore ten days will have passed over his head.”

BRUSH WITH THE LAWYER.
Shortly after the glving out of this statement

Mr, Davis salled at the police station and agked
Captaln Prica if he would be allowed to see
Gourdaln. The Captain granted Davis's re-
quest, When the lawyer had finlshed his con-
sultation with Gourdan, he served the writ of
haheas corpus on Captain Price. y

Captain Price becams# angry. “Why dldn't
you tell me you had that writ before you saw
Gourdain? he asked. Davis rald he had for-
gotten about it

“You know enocugh law to keep
jall,’” sald Price.

“What do you mean by that
I will make you prove that”

“Now, go out,” sald Price.

Davis refused to leayve the police statlon, and
Captain Price unceremoniously ejected him by

throwing him out of the door,
“The ball I8 outrngeous,” said Davis In the

street, “and there is no romplaint agalnst my
client in the affidavit, The company Was or-
ganized to give everyhody a chance, and T will
make it hot for Price”

you out of

2 ghouted Davlis,
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WHITE'S BUREAU 15 NO MORE.
MANAGERS ARE MISSING AND DE-
POSITORS MONEY HAS VANISHED,

»Charles H, White's Bureau,” a concern gald to
4 after the manner of the Frankiin
fyndicate, haa rlosed up shop, and |ts managers
are nowhers to he found, The bureau had offices
on the first figor of the Cotton Exchange Bullding.
The reputed manngers were . H. White and C. H,
Hyman. The eoncern had a lot of clerks and re-
colved a large amount of mall The bureau kept
open until last Snturday, since which time nons
of the principals have heen seen. It advertised
that 1t pald out over $250 for every 5100 Invested,
Tt s sald that over $200,000 was taken In by the
bureau. Much of this is sald to have come from
credulous Southerners.

superintendent King of the Cotton Exchange
sald yesterday aftarnoon that “White's Bureau"
had lonsed Its offices from the American Cotton
the former occupants, who moved out
last May. White told Mr King that ha purposed
eonducting an agancy for the dissemination of
tock. grain and cotton news, Soon after the con-
:rrnk'hfg.ln operations Buperintendent Kinf heard
that {ts methods were open to suspicion. He for-
wirded to Postmaster Van Cott some samples of
its lterature, and received a reply that the mat-
ter had heen referred to the Postoffice inspeactors,
The managers of the Exchange nlso took legal ad-
viee for the purpose of evicting the “hupreau,” but
eould not secure tangible evidence. It was the
opinion of Mr. King yeatarday that the syndicate's
profits were nothing like 8200000, In all probability
they wern below $0,000, he sald,

i

THIS ONE PAYS OXNLY 67 PER CENT.
JAMES B, KELLOGG, DEAN COMPANY
FAME, BAID TO BE CONNECTED WITH IT.
It was reported yesterday that James B. Kelloge,
who figured prominently two years or mora Ago
when the E. 8 Dean Company collapsed, was dolng
business at No. &2 Broadway as a member of the
firm of Richard Berry & Co., atock brokers, who,
it is alleged, have been advertising extensively In
out of town nawspapers, offering 67 per cent re-
turns to investors, A Tribune reporter who ealled
at the office of Richard Berry & ("o, yesterday af-
ternoon had a Hitle talk with A nervous and wrath-
ful young man who sald he waa Mr. Berry. It was
not true, declarsd Mr, BHerry. that Kellogg was &
member of hisg firm, but ha indignantly refused to
glva tha name of his partner or partners. Hlis con-
cern, he sald, sollcited nccounts from Investors and

the market with the money, retaining

?3?'?ﬁ:‘3n:21m as commirsion onn-tﬁ!rd of the
rofits. Asked for a copy of his clrcular or for his
usineas card, he said he had none on hand. Kel-
logg had had desk room in the offica, hut had gons
away two weeks ago, and Berr didn’t know his
yresent address, although he had talked with Kel-
{oge as recently an three days ago, In a restaurant.
A closed rolltop desk in the outer offlce wis sald
by Berry to be the property of Kellogg. Five min-
uten later a short, stout young man walked Into
this offica and opened the “Kellogg" desk. He camn
out Into the hall soon afterward, but declined to
glw his name, ssserting emphatically that he was
‘wonnected In no way, shape or manner with those

people.”

1T8

have operate

Company,
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GOURDAIN ONCE ADJUDGED INSANE.
New-Orleans, Nov. 28 (8peclal).—Louls A. Gour-
Aain 1s well known here, whera he was promoter
of & fake lottery for n time. He next opened “The
Bank of North Amerlea which after a brief

Continued on tenth page.

A GOLD STANDARD BILL

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS COM-
MITTEE'S MEASURE.

ITS FULL TEXT MADE PUBLIC—PLANS
FOR PASSING IT THROUGH CON-
GRESS—REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE.

PAAEA L RRE RS R

TURES OF THE BILL.

CHIEF FEA

The gold dolinr of 25810 gralns is
declared to be the standard of valoe,

All Interest hearing obligntions of
the Government and all United Sintes
notes shall be redeemed In gold.

A Diviston of Issne and Redemption
in the Treasury Deparitment s er

The Sceretary of the Treasury s
authorized to sell b ds If n ¥
to malntain the gold reserve.

Provision (s made for putting an end
to the so=ealled “eadicss chain*

The Secretary of the Treasary iIs
authorized ut his discretion to eoln
the wilver bulllon in the Treasury Into
subatdinrey coln.

Nntlonnl banks nare anthorized to
insue circulntlon up to the par valuoe
of the bonds deposited by them.

A tax of one-tenth of | per cent on
the value of Nntlonnl bank franchises
in provided,

Natlonal hanks with 825000 capital
mny be established in towns of not
over 20 inhabitanta.

SHUIBPEHIPDEIDE b1t LRI
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LA R e St g e s a St s s s

[BY TELEGRAPH T3 THE TRIRUNE]

Washington, Nov. 285-_The committea Ap=
pointed by the Republican caucus of the LVth
Congress in Fehruary last made the result of
ita deliberations public to-day, The bill adopted
by the committee, together with the report ex-
plaining its features in  detall, differs only
slightly, if at all, from the forecasts printed
In the newspapers at frequent intervals for
the last six months. As already i{ndicated In
these dlspatches, it s the Intentlon of the Re-
publican leaders in Congress to pave the wWay
at an early day for the prompt passage—poss
sibly before the Christmas hollday retess—of
the bill through the House of Representatives,
A meeting of the House Caucug Committee has
heen called for next S8aturday. On the Monday
following thers will be a eonference hetween
the membera of the House Caucus Committes
and the members of the Senate Committes on
Finance, 1t |8 at this meeting that the final
programme will he determined for the passage
of the bill through the House. Incidentally its
chances in the Senate will receive considera~
tion.

The plan of passing the bill through the House
without reference to a committee s likely to be
abandoned as doing too much violence to the
traditions of a body the proud boast of whose
last presiding oMcer It was that, unlike the Sen-
ate, it was not “deliberative.’ The more regu-
lar, though quite as effective, method of a rule to
be brought In by the Committee on Rules will
probably be adopted, under which a date is set
for conslderation and a limit put on debate.
This will shut off all necdless “wind” and accom=
plish the end desired in an orderly manner with=
out wounding the parllamentary susceptibilities
of the minority.

ITS LEADING FEATURE.

Many of the provisions of the bhill have in one
shape or another been within the last decade
the football of Congressional legislation. They
have elther been passed by one house only to be
lost in the other or they have passed both and
falled to secure Executive approval. The main
feature of the blll-an unequivoecal declaration in
favor of the gold standard—will no doubt at-
tract the greatest attention and be submitted to
the closest scrutiny by financlal experts. That It
wlll meet the approval of all friends of sound
money legislation and of that element which
sees In the strengthening of the country’s credit
the best means of maintaining the present une
precedented era of prosperity is the confident
hope of the committee. e

Another feature, too, which authorizes Na=
tional banks to be started with a capital of
$25,000 in communities of two thousand peopls,
will eommend itself in all probabllity to the
judgment of financlers who belleve in an ample
and even distribution of the cireulating medium,
Less commendable, perhaps, may be regarded
the withdrawal of the limit on the colnage of
suhsidiary eoin, and open to debate, no doubt,
Is the change {rom a tax on bank circulation to
one on the franchises of the banks. Disappointe

ment, however, will be felt in some quarters
that the committes has falled altogether to deal
with the important question of the retirement of
the greenbacks, leaving the entire subject to
Congress, without making a single recommen-
dation elther for or against continuing the syse
tem under which the Treasury has time and
again bheen depleted of {ts gold reserve. )

i
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FULL TEXT OF THE BYLL,

The full text of the bill follows:

A bill to define and fix the standard of value,
to maintain the parity of all forms of money
tasued’ or eolned by the United States, and fop
ather purposes,

Be It enacted by the Senate and House of
resentatives of the United States of America
Congreas Assembled:

That the standard unit of value shall, as now,
be the dollar, and shall consist of twenty-flve
and elght-tenths grains of gold, nine-tenths fine,
or twenty-three and twenty-two one-hundredths
grains of pure gold, being the one-tenth part of
the eagle.

Section 2. That all Interest hearing obligas
tions of the United States for the payment of
money, now existing or hereafter to be entered
into, and all United States notes and Treasury
notes fssued under the law of July 14, 1800, shall
be redeemed and held to be payable in the gold
coln of the United States as defined in Section 1
of this act; and all other obligations, public and
private, for the payment of money shall be per-
formed In conformity with the standard estabe
lished In sald section. Nothing herein eontained
shall be construed or held to affect the present
legal tender quality of the silver dollar, or of tha
subsldlary or minor coins, or of the paper cur-
rency of the Unlled States, or the laws making
National bank notes recelvable and payable for
eertaln public dabts and dues in obligations ba-
tween Natlonal banks.

8ee. 8. That there be established In the Treas-
ury Department, as & part of the office of the
Treasurer of the Unlted States, a division to be
designated and known as the Division of Issus
and Redemptlon, to which shall be asslgned,
under such regulations as the Secretary of the
Treasury may approve, all records and accounts
relating to the {ssue, redemption and excha
as heselnafter provided, of the several kinds
United States money. There shall be trans-
ferred from the general fund in the Treasury of
the United States and taken up on the books
of said division as a redemption fund the
amount of gold coln and bulllon held againsi
outstanding gold certifieates, the amount of
United States notes held against outstanding
currency certificates, the amount of sllver
dollars held against outstanding sllver ecer-
tificates, the amount In silver dollars and sil-
ver bulllon held against outstand
notes issued under the act of July 14, 15800,
an amount of gald coln and bulllon to consti-
tute a reserve fund equal to 20 per cent of the
amount, both of United States notes and
ury notes lssued under the act of July 14, 1

CLEVELAND IN A NIGHT
Tasve New-York §:30 ?. m., arrive Cleveland next
morning for breakfast by the New-York Central's

Lake Shore Lim'ed Tyzurious service; no excess
fare.~Advt. ]

TWO WAYS FOR, COST OF ONE,
oo Rt Rarkasaets Ralont, il sod
ckets from Ne ork to ? s and ret

one fare, good to return to and locluding
}o:'nhr dth—Advt. g
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