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differently. Nor l= {t nny excuse to say they did
not know. Tt was the business of somehody 1o
know. It was not short of eriminal negligence
on some one's part not to know. If a minn does
not build a houge without first counting the cost,
what s to he sald of those who rush into war all
unprepared and Ignorant?
The penalty Is belug pald. The price, a8 “Oom
raul” threatened, does stagger humanity. But
it Is belng pald.  Enpgland has sot her band to
the plough and she does not look hack.
Her bravest and her best are sncrificed.  Her
choleest regiments are decimated.  Her hense-
hiolds are made desolate.  But her resolution 1s
unshaken. What though her “wounds are never

| lealed” and her “weary race Is never won''?
What thongh Cromwell'’s England must {ndeed
“yield for every Inch of ground a son"? She
falters not. There is no wild ery of “We are
betrayed!” There I8 no clamoring for a scape-
goat, no ralling agalnst government or staff or
commander. All that can walt for after deal-
fngs. The present duty is to retrieve disaster
and to win the victory. To that, and to that
alone, i& her every thought now glven. Itisa
dreadful price to pay, and It is all the harder
' to pay because it Is not so much the price of
{ emipire or of freedom as It Is of unreadiness

| and blundering. But the proud and steadfast
| and self-rellant manner in which the British
| pation rises up to pay it will command general
| aamiration.

SUPPORT FOR THE RAMAPO INQUIRY.

Since the Merchants' Assoclation secured for
the elty a respite of three months from the com-
pietion of the Ramapo contraet, and undertook
tn fnvestigate and make an impartlal report on
the subjeet, the cltlzens of New-York have felt
a great relfef.  Unfortunately, they have not
seemed to feel any Incentive to take advantage
of the opportunity to proteot their Interests.
The people who were indignant at the thonght
of this $200.000.000 contract, and almost fran-
tieally anxious to stop It, seem utterly indiffer-

THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

FOREIGN —(enoral Buller reports that his
Josses in Friday's fight at the Tugela River were
82 killed, 647 wounded and 348 missing, a total
of 1.087. among the wounded was Captain Rob- .
erts, a son of Lord Roberts; there was renewed
shelllng of the Boer pogition at Magersfontein
by General Methuen on Friday: in behalf of the |

Queen the Duke of Connaught presented a
T'nion Jack to the American hospital ship
Maine. =——— Major Peyton C. March, of the 334

Infantry, has reached Hagnen, In the heart of |
the Grand Cordillera. Luzon. having abandoned |
his pursuit of Aguinalde. — The race be- |
tween the United States warships to Manlla
was won by the Brooklyn, the New-Orleans sail-
ing from Singapore yesterday.

CONGRESS —Ths Senate was not in sesslon.
House: The debate on the Currency hill
came to an exciting and dramatic close, the bill
was reported from Commlittee of the Whale to
the House without amendment. and the final
wvote will be taken on Monday.

DOMESTIC —The Republican Natlonal Com-
mittes in Washington adjourned to meet again
at the call of the chairman: Mr. Fayne, In the
interest of party harmony, decided not to offer
his resolution providine for a change In the |
basls of representation in Natlonal conventions,
The Senate Committes on Privileges and |
Eloctions gave a hearing to counsel in the Quay
case. ——— The Philadelphia commitiee which
gecured the Natlonal Republican Canvention for
that ecity i making an effort to get the Na-
tional Committes to establish its headquarters
there. - The new steamship Philadelphia,
of thg O1d Point Line of the New-York., Pnila-
delphia and Narfolk Raliroad, was launched at
Chester, Penn,, where she was bullt at Roach’s
shipyard. ——— Governor Raogevelt favored the
schoal unification plan presented by the Com-
misslon, =—— As a result of the Squire Com-
pany fallure in Boston the Broadway National
Bank of that city closed 118 doors and went into
the hands of a recejver; the failure of another
packing firm was announced.

C1TY.—Stocks were weak at sharp declines.
—— It was sald that Louls F. Payn was sorry
for some of the things hé £ald In his recent in-
terview and wag not anxious for a fight with the
Governor and the Renublican organization, =——
Major General Leonard Wood, U. 8. V. the
newly appointed Mliltary Governor of Cuba,

salled for Havana, ——— It was announced that
Mr. Kinsley, the handwriting expert, would
again be submitted 10 A eronss-examination to-

MOrrow.

THE WEATHER.—Forecast for to-day: Falr
and eold, The temperature vesterday: High-
ext, 35 degrees; lowest, 26: average, 308,

BRITISH PISASTER.

The worst week In British military history for
forty years and more, That is the undisputed
record of the week fust past. It began with the
nows of General Gatacre's mishap at Stormberg,
At midweek came the news of (reneral Methuen's
eostly repulse at Magersfontein, And at the end
eame that of General Buller's reverse at the Tu-
gela. Standing alone, any one of these affairs
would be deemed serlonus. Taken together, the
{hres come fully up to the sum total of disaster,
Reveral theusand moen and nearly a seore of
guns have been lost, and not an Inch of ground
has been galned. Frestige hus been lost,  Ds-
affertion In Cape Colony has been inereased.
Sympathy with the valinut Boers has been in-
ereased, From the British point of view the
geene 1s one of unrelieved gloom, ‘The personal
herolsm of the British soldier is; of course, untar-
nished and unguestioned. But the diseretion and
the skill of some of Great Brituin's most trusted
generals ave In eclipse.  No soldiers in the world
could have fought more gallantly. None, it
mist be confessed, eonld have been more indis-
ereetly led. It is, we know. far easler to critl-
clge at a distance than to lead an army on the
field of battle, Rut when, over and over again,
the varions divisions of an army are led into the
game old trap, what are we to think of the
leadership that makes such repetition possible?

ent to thelr chance. This apathy is one of the

| most discouraging things about any attempt to

gave New-York taxpayers from the thieves they
complain ahout but will not Iift a hand to re-
press. It is really surprising that prganizations
of disinterested eltizens should year after year
work to save from the congequences of thelr

| own lack of public spirit business men who

have far more at stake In the success of en-
terprises they will not support than those who
ecarry them on.

The Merchants' Agsoeiation needs $30,000 for
the investigatlon 1t has undertaken. It has
sent out thirteen thousand elrenlars asking for
contributions and has recelved less than $500
in reply. Does a eity which has no more fu-
terest in Its own welfare deserve to he aaved
from itself? What right has it to complain If
its officials do make a contract with a private
company and distribute water without adequate
guarantees of its purity or adequate power of
enforcing it hy contral of the sources? Why
shonld the eity officials be afrald of snch a
people? They helleve, and have good  reason
for doing so, that they can go on recklessly to
misgovern and that no effective public genti-
ment will call them to account, When they
firet spring a joh on the eammunity they eal-
enlate on a nine days’ wonder, a speedy weari-
ness and a quick forgetting. They can levy on
officeholders and collect blackmail for all the
private work of forming conspiractes against
public Interest. Those wha fry to counteract
them must depend on publie support, and they
do not get it

The taxpayers of this city onght to rafse this
820,000 withant delay. The politleal parties
ralse hundreds of thousands here for their eam-
paigns, and In some CASPS. AS in 1897, com-
hine to give us the bad government from which
it 18 necessary for private enterprise to protect
us.  The Merchants' Association has formed
committees of well known citizens, who are
giving thelr services volunfarily, with the un-
derstanding that experts shall be employed to
study all the detalls and present a report which
will command confidence and make it diffienlt,
if not impossible, for the administration to do
anything which I8 revealed to be bad., This
work eannot he done for nothing. When It was
annonneed that the assoclation had undertaken
the tack there was much public congratulation.
Rut If publie support means only woards and no
golid backing, the rejoleing was premature.

ETREET OBSTRUCTIONS.

Prior to the recent period of its exelusion from
power, Indifference to the general convenience
and welfare had always been characteristic of
government hy Tammany Hall, and there is
constantly Inereasing evidence that its defeat in
1804 d1d not insplre the organlzation with any
new desire or purpose 1o serve the public wore
attentively in ease It should regain control of
the elty.  The municipal administration has
heen conelusively eonvieted of many great of-
fenees, hut our present intention s not to dwell
on that record, We have In mind one of the
minor defaults which make life in New-York
less agreeable and comfortable than it ought to
1w, We refer to the obstructions which bullders
are permitted to malntain in the streets, without
necessity and to the great annoyance of all the
{nhabltants.

This s, in & remarkable degree, an era of con-
gtruction and especially of reconstruetion in
New-York. From the date of the appearance on
the upper Weset Slde of various typeg of domes-

Procisely that s the record. The story of
Nicholson's Nek--indeed, we might say the
story of Majuba I1ill-las been thrice repeated
in a week. In each of these three engagements
the British force has been sutlicient to have won,
In each the British force has fallen Into an am-
buseade or in some way been surprised. And In
consequence of the latter fact In cach the British
have suffered repulse and heavy loss, And
these results have come In steadlly increasing
ratlo. (ieneral Gutacre's defeat was a compara-
tively small affair, though yet serlons.  General
Methuen's was much worse, In ligelf and in lte
moral and other effect. General Buller's is by
far the worst of all. Nor will it escape notice
that the Rritish plan of canipaign isx thus de-
veloped in disaster, There have heen blows, al-
most simultaneous, all along the line at the three
sallent poiuts. But each has been glven with a
hoomerang. which has recoiled upon and crushed
the hand that cast it. “Walt for Buller!” was
the ery when Symons fell. aud when White was
smitten and imprisoned, and when Gatacre was
ambuscaded, and when the fiery Methuen was
driven back. Well, the great Gieneral upon whom

tle architecture new to this city a disposition
almost amonnting, It would seem, to a passion,
to remodel houses which had satisfied the wants
of a former generation has been Increasingly
manifested on every hand. Not long ago we
quoted the remark of an observing forelgner
who, on belug asked what most hmpressed him
in New-York, sald that It was the habit of tear-
Ing down costly and substantial houses in order
that they micht be replaced by houses of a dif-
ferent pattern. The fact, which must have at-
tracted universal potlee, 18 foreibly illustrated
In the experience of a resldent who sald the
other day that he had lived for five years in one
of the best blocks In the eity and during that
time had never had unobstructed aceess to the
avenne on elther slde «  his house.

Now, this process of reconstruction in the
older parts of the ety and the building up of the
! pewer parts In a superior manner eount for much
fn the Improvement of the olty's appearanco:
but it eannot be denled that a great deal of tem-
| porary Inconvenlence Is cinged by such expan-
slon and rehabilitation. That would Inevitably
be the case, even If sultable regulations as to

the hopes of the campalgn were placed has come
and fought and been beaten worst of all. For
whom else are they now to wajt?

The fact le, as Sir Henry Stanley sets It forth
in the letter which we print elsewhere in this
morning's paper, that not only these Rritish
generals but the whole British Government and
people have been led, or misled, into a trap, We
do not mean that they have been misled as to
the general principles of the cause in which they
are fighting, but as to their own strength and
the strengih of the antagonist they are fighting,
They lived for a time In a fool's paradise of be-
Hef that they could “bluff” “Oom Paul” When
they were undeceived upon that point and found
that the old voortrekker meant to flght before
yiclding they imagined that a few reglments of
theirs could soon make a mllitary promenade to
Pretoria and settle the whole matter.. Upon this
latter point the disasters of last week must
surely at last have undeceived even the most
sanguine of them. If they had known what

military potency there was In the Boer States,
beyond question they would bave proceeded far

the uge of streets by bullders were rigldly en-
foreed. Even then many a householder wonld
sigh for an Iuterval of repose In his Immedlate
nefghborhood and eversbody would reallze that
improvements involve discomforts. But proper
regquirements do not exist, or, if they exist, they
are constantly neglected with the virtual -'ul;-
sent if not the actual connivance of the authorl-
ties.  An excessive proportion of the street in
front of the private property with which they
are dealing 1s commonly taken possesslon of for
their own purposes by builders, and the side-
walk i often made almost impagsable. There Is
uo reason for this excepting the convenlenos
sclfishly consalted, of the contractor, Such :;
kross ahuse of the rights of othere wonld not be
1r_alemwd for & moment In the great olties of
tft:m]w-. or, we belleve, In many eltles of the
United States, Tt ought not to be permitted
here, and would not be under a munleipal gov-
ernment which felt any sense of obligntion to
the community. In faet, under the Strong ad-
ministration, either because partioular attention
was pald to this point or because its general

character and methods hred a feeling n( respon-
sibility by Inenleating a fenr of consequences,
the streets were not abstructed to anything Whe
the extent they had been hefore and have been
ginee,

We began by saylng that this practice of en-
eroachment en the public thorounghfares was a
comparatively small matter; but it 18 only by
comparison that it seems unimportant. In renl-
ity it ig a serious nuisanee, against which a gen-
oral protest ought 1o be made with whatever
emphasls may be required 1o compel official at-
tentlon. It I8 bad enough in mild weather, but
winter conditions make it far worse. There s
ample authority to ahate 1t, while here and there
the example of a conselentions builder shows
wow Nttle hardshlp the enforcement of proper

restrictions woulid infliet.

s
SOME NOTES ON WATER.

Four ltems In the news of Friday, entirely
distinet and separate, were closely related In
thelr bearing upon one of the most important
questions now  before this municipality. One
was the utterance of Dr. Biggs, of New-York
University, at the Clty Clab, in which he re-
minded ne of the fact, of which no elvilized
people should need to be reminded, that the
quantity and quality of the water supply of &
city are prime factors in determining the stand-
ard of publie health.  The introduction of an
abundant supply of pure water will, he added.
often  decroase the death rate a number of
points, These anthoritative words of Iir. Biges
are, of course, ahundantly corroborated by the
records of many cities, sew-York Included. By
an interesting coineldence It was conflrmed by
the socond of the ftems fo which we have re-
terred In the same paper, namely, a dlupntrh_
from Berlln stating that Dr. Leldy had found
that elty to bhe entlrely free from typhofd fever—
a condition attributable divectly to the purity of
the water supply.

This second item is worth eonsidering. Ber-
lin was once a notorionely unbealthy place. It
was infested by typhoid fever. The water sup-
ply was both scanty and impure, It was also
provided by private corporations similar to
Ramapo. Twenty years or niore ago the mu-
nieipality established its own plaut. It now pro-
vides an ample supply of water for all purposes.
The cost to the people is slight.  But the income
from water rates pays the cost of operation and
maintenance, interest on honds, creates a sink-
ing fund and turns in some milllons of marks a
year net profits. 1t is also to be ohserved that
although Berlin is most nnfavorably situated in
respect to obtaining pure water the supply Is
exceptionally pure, heing made so hy an elabo-
rate system of filtering. It Is to the filtering of
Its water, then, that Berlin Is to attribute fts
finmunity from typhofd fever,

The ather tems referred to are, first, that two
weeks azo the Sanitary Superintendent of the
Fiealth Board submirted a report favoring the
econstruction of filters for the Croton water sys-
tom. and, seeond, that Mr, Moffett, Deputy
Water Commissioner, states that millions of gal-
lons of water are golng to waste within reach
of Brooklyn for lack of filters which would
make it fit for nse.  Now, filters may not he
urgently needed for the Borongh of Manhattan,
far ita water supply 1s ample, desplte the drouth,
and is of reasonably good quality, thongh filters
would undoubtedly improve It by ridding It nf
the flavor of fish and vegetation and maklng it
clear instead of semi-turhid. But in The Bronx
and tn Brooklyn the case I8 different. They are
menaesd with water faminé, They have also
been menaced with epidemies eaused by impure
water. Indeed, the milllons of gallons that are
now going to waste at Springfield used to be
turned Into the Brooklyn mains. But It was
found that the supply there was polluted, and so
it was shut off. And partly because of that very
shutting off Brboklyn s now suffering from a
seanty supply and is menaced with actual
famine.

What I& the logleal eonclusion? Tt Is per-
fectly stmple.  The elty shonld utilize the sup-
ply which it has already at hand by proteeting it
[rom pollutlon and by purifying it where neces-
sary, instead of going off on specnlative exeur-
sions'to the Ramuope and Catskill Mountains, It
1s not a eroditable fact, yet it Is a faet, that the
city has recently actually decreased it supply
by slmply shutting off one important source just
hecanse the Intter was polluted.  Of conrse, im-
pure water should not have heen taken. But the
proper remedy was purifieation, not mere excln-
slon, U'ntll we make the hest possihle nse of
that which we now have it Is idle to seek more,

A NEW (HEMICAL ELEMENT.

8lx or elght permanent additlons to the list
of chemieral elements bave heen made within
the last three or four years. XNone of them,
however, such Immediate practieal
importanee as the dlscovery of radium. The
findiug of Lielum In terrestrial minerals awak-
ened a peenliar degree of interest, becanse it
afforded fresh evidence that the earth and sun
are made of snbstantinlly the same materials,
Still, no one has yet found any use for helinm,
It was a little startling to learn, as the world
did from Ramsay's Isolation of argon, that the
atmosphere  contalned  one  more  constituent
than had previously been supposed,  Yet, so far
as Is known, argon s as useless as helinm. And
s0 on through the list of recent discoveries, until
radinm 18 reached,  Regarding this element,
PProfessor Barker showed in Philadelphin last
week that on aceount of the invisible radianee
which It emits it I8 a more convenient and
economical agent for surgical exploration than
that which made Réntgen famons,

The Investigations of M. and Mme. Curle,
wlhich resulted In the finding of radium, began
early In 1898, If not before, and were doubt-
less stimulated, If not suggested, by the Ra-
rarlan professor's brilllant achipvement.  Ritnt-
gen's work naturally ealled to mind the ob-
servatlons of Becquerel, that uranium and [ts
galte exerted a very feehle photographie in-
flience. By experlmenting with pitchblende,
the mineral from which vranlum s obtalned
commercially, M. and Mme. Curie found that
the former ylelded the same effect much more
consplruously.  This led them to suspeet that
they were on the track of 8 new element, They
even went so far as to pame It provisionally,
although much difflenlty was experienced In
separating it from the substanees with which
It was nesoclated,  Just before the close of the
year, with the eo-aperation of M. Bemont, they
obtained indleations of stll another new ele-
ment, The first they ealld “poloninm™ and the
second “radlum.”  Polonlum  le helleved to
surpass uranium and {ts salts in emissive power
five hundredfold, but Professor Barker estlmates
the efficlency of radlum at one hundred thon-
sand times that of wraninm. For this renson,
and becaunse of Its comparative cheapness and
simplicity, the second of the Curies’ dlseoveries
seeris destined to replace the eostly and eom-
plicated X ray apparatus In the renlm of
surgery.

One lmportant distinetion I8 to be noted bhe-
tween the behavior of the Crookes tnbe and
that tralt of radiom which is now for the first
thine being exploited In this country.  The prac-
tieahllfty of deriving one form of energy —heat,
Hght, electricity or chemleal action—from some
other has long been recognized, but 1t Is axiom-
atle that none of them can e produced except
by that method. It Is belleved that the most
man can do Is to transform, 1t 1 thought that
he cannot, fn any true sense, ereate. Rontgen
obtalned his X rays anly by a conversion of
foree previonsly existing In the form of elee-
tricity, But a radiance which will penetrate

POSSPSS

opaque bodies and act upon the chemicals on
a photographic plate is secured from radium
without the apparent use of any known apecies
of energy. The phenomenon may yet be ex-
plained. But at present it looks very much
like what has longg been rogarded an impos-
sibility, the spontaneous generation of force.

The fact is not altogether unique, however.
Within the last two years an Fnglishman,
named Russell, has heen ealling attentlon to
the exeesdingly slow but well defined actlon on
n photographic plate of several familinr sub-
stanees, among them printer’s tuk, of which he
regards the varnigh the potent factor. The pro-
tective covering which he placed on his plate
sepmingly precluded any chemleal actlon by
the ink, or any invasion of his plateholder hy
true llght rays. And as he was ahle to ob-
gorve the effect when he nsed specimens of
print over a century old, it 18 hard to say how
long this mysterlous power may comtinue to he
exerted by the Ink. This fact, taken with the
dscovery of M. and Mme, Curie, apens up n
fageinating, and perhaps fruitful, field of specn-
lation as to the existence and nature af yet
unrecognized physical forees,

THE GOOSEBONE CONTROVERSY.

It is not surprising that the goosehone weather
prophets are all at sixes and sevens this year:
for the weather, ke the average human sinner,
Las been dolng those things it ought not to have
done and leaving undone those things it onght to
have done, aceording to the ealendar, Not that
we mean (o eritieise the wearther we have been
having: very far from i, Our only ohject [s to
onll attention to Its “uniquity,” not s inlquity.
Yot we know that Iu dolng so we lay ofrselves
open to correction and even rebuke, For have
not sundry an. several papers in yarfous parts
of the country published letters from “01d In-
habitant,” “Constant Reader” and even “Serufta-
tor” telling how often just such an open winter
as this hns oeenrred? As one “Serutator’ whose
vigorous eplstle we have perused puts it “This
stalk about unusual weather glves me the mulll-
wgruhs, Thers is no unusnal weather In our
“glorlous conntry.”

still, the fact remalins hmr the weather,
whether unusval or not, has divided the goose-
hone propliets into two opposing schools of
thought, ench having a propaganda and a 1iter-
ature of its own and each quite sure that the
other 18 held in the embirace of perniclous error.
Will this nnfortunate schism be happily healed ?
Or will the Nation be called upon to divide on
another burning question? Such Is the Issue
that eonfronts us at the present moment, Here,
for ingtance, 18 *Mike" 8. Seirz, of Grand Raplds,
Mich., known of all men in the vicinage to be a
most alert weather prophet with a long series of
predictions to his eredit, who has examined the
hreasthone of a young and innocent goose, and
who declares that “it Is the darkest 1 have seen
for twenty years.” Of course, pverybody knows,
or ought to know, what that means. But that
the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err,
Mr. Seltz gives the Interpretatlon thereof as fol-
lows: “We will have an early, steady, cold win-
tor.  Febrnary will be the coldest month.”
Donbtless those pestilent fellows, the higher
erities, wonld ralse a question of fact about this
prediction and attack the goosebone enlt by de-
elaring that the winter is unusually late instead
of early: but they have been so frequently
drnbbed by our valued religious conteruporaties
that they needn't be taken inte aceount, Shall
we allow a little thing like a fact to come he-
tween ne and onr faith in the goosehone?  Perich
the thought!

But alas ard alack! the very high priests of
that faith, consecrated by the testimony of a
lomg line af revered geese, are delivering contra-
dictory messages.  Elins Hartz, the celebrated
goosehone prophet of Reading, Penn., has exam-
ined the breastbones of three geese amd found
them to he white, except a bit of purple on the
tall enda, Indieating ecold weather In March.
From this Mr. Hartz infers that “there will be
no winter at all”  Sowe people, he adds, may
need the teethmony of three hones, and there is
no harm In having as many hones as you ean
get, provided, of vonrse, they tell you what yon
already bolieve.  “But’ he econcludes, in the
plenitude of a robust faith, “one bone is enongh
“for me. In the last fifty years in which I have
“made an annual test the hone has never failed
“onee, The weather always came o pass as ln-
“ieatad hy the goosebone, 8o vou nead not ex-
“pect mueh snow or dee or ecold weather until
“pext Mareh. ‘The winter will be the mildest on
“record.”

fo here we are called npon to declde between
Seltz and Hartz, with no end of other burning
questions =till unsettled. It is really most un-
fortunate, There Is, however, one way out that
suggests [tself 1o us,  Let these two gentlemen
exchange hones.  Or, if thar would seem to he
an Inconclusive proceeding, let them eall a IPII;
eral councll of gooschaone prophets to pass on
the question which of these bones tells the rruth,

When the British Invite the Boera to eome out
and be shot at, the Boers decline. When the
Boers invite the British to walk intn an am-
bush, the British do it, every time.

———

The actlon of the Brooklyn Library in estab-
lishing branches in various parts of the borough
I8 commendahle. 8o, however, 18 that of the
Fark authorities {n declining to 18t any more
such branch llbraries be placsd (n the parks,
The principle that a park Is not a bullding site
ought to he patent and conclusive to everybody,
vel there ate few facts connected with parks
that are s often lgnored  Libraries and haths
and other institutions are good things., But
place should be found for them clsewhere than
in parke. One good thing should not he sacri-
ficed for ansther.

S \—

The encouraging feature of the growing popu-
larity of Indian corn abroad I8 that the United
States nsed fear no rival In the production of
that grain. The lands which are our most for-
midable rivela In wheat culture cannat produce
onrn,

—_—

The man in Connecticut who pulled down a
fine house rather than sell It and have the trees
around It destroyed |2 to be commended as the
| poasesrsor of admirable taste and judgment, and
of a rare degree of enlightened publle spirit,
There are entirely too many men who are ready
at any time to destroy the noblest trees for the
sake of fences or trolley wires or a “vista.” In
an hour they will do harm that Afty vears can-
not undo. Among them, with thelr pernicious
activity, this man's example of wise congserva-
tion ghines effulgent and worthy of all honor
and emulation.

—n
Britlsh armles may be ambuscaded, hut the

| Britieh nation is not to be stampeded,
-

A Brooklyn Congressman yesterday made a
one minute speech on the Currency bill.  He
ought to become a fashion
a one minute speech must be good yellow metal
not unreasonably alloyed for practical use, Por-
sons familiar with the long winded silver shout-
ers who have added a new pang to lawmaking
will find this orator o most eMectlve advocate of
the gold standard.

-

The suggestion {8 made that on trolley lines on
which cars are run at long Intervals, of Aftesn
minutes or more, time tables should be arranged

and published, so that the public may know at |

what time to expect a car to reach a glven
point. Such a table would not, of eourse, give
the time for each street corner, but for the prin-
cipal streets, half 4 mile or so apart. Time
tables are In use on suburban steam roads on
which the tralns are as frequent as the trolley

It sllence Is golden |

no good reason why they ghould not be used on
the latter. They would save many a weary
walt of ten or fiftéen minutes on an Inhospitable

slrest corner.,

PERSONAL.

Among those who represented tha Oppidans at
Eton in the annual match of Collegers vs. Oppl-
dans on St. Andrew’'s Day waa Lord Dalmeny,
" Rosebery's eldest son. who has eome out
alu';:;;ly“:::t a m:mnl‘l ;Inynr in his later Eton Anys.
Lard llnunhﬂrr achieved no such distipetion him-
self at schaol, but ne has recently developed a
vory great interest in tanthall, ung1 wl!nrsseﬂ" the
lant two finnls of the Assoclation ( uIJ at the Crys-
til Palace, giving away the cup In 1588,

Mrs, Ry Devereaux, of London, who 1= visiting
triends In Cinelnnail, is the author of “Side Lights
tn South Afrlea” Zhe s a triend of Cecll Rhodes,
and conslders him the most r-.-.murm.l_hlr of Jiving
Fnglleshmen, —A# correspondent of “The London
Morning Post” she spent a year in the Transvanl,
and says Krilger Iz regarded by the best of hin
sountrymen as lgnorant and a fanatie.

James P. Lee, the Inventor of the Lea-Metford
rifie, recently revisited the town of Galt, Ontarlo,
where he spent his childhood. After completing
his education thera he moved in 151 to the n;Igh-
horing town of C‘hatham, where he started in husi-
nesa ﬁ_u a watchmaker In 180 he took charge of
A gun factory in Milwaukes, and It was there that
he hegan his career as an inventor. Mr. Metford,
the well known amateur marksman, whoge name
is associated with Mr. Lee's, Aled recently.

The memorial statie of the late Professor Hux-
jey. on which Onslow Ford has been engaged, 18
aow finished. and will soon be moved from the
seulptor's studlo ta Its permanent home, at the
.\':lt'.‘l)rnl History Museum, at 8outh Kensington,
The unvelling will probably take EI“N early next
year, and be the nccnston for holding o
sclontific durbar representing all the ends o

ecarth.

Matthew
(ronservative candidate for
slection, Is the sldest son o
retary, and hae gerved for some
to hia father at the Home Ofce,

A. P. Brigham, professor of geology and natural
history In Colgate Unlversity, has returned to his

eollege dutles aftera year's teave of ahrence, wh\r:'!\
h: hg.- heen ‘ln:"nn:llnt fn study at Oxtord [ niversity.

fine of the moat signifieant featiires of the GGeoTge
Washington Memorial Association celehration the
other day at Washington wn& the presentation of
a latter fram (‘ardinal Gihbons by Professor C harles
Clinton Swisher, of the Columblan University. pr.
Swisher is the ldeal type of the nineteenth century
college professor, with a tact and hrend_ih of view
which extensive travel and large experience with
men and affairs have given him, His speech of
{ntroduction was the most appropriate anid graceful
of the occaslon. With a warrantable atretch of
imagination he alluded to the most Reverend .Iuhfn
Carroll as the “‘Prelate of the Revolution, the e
long friend of Washington, the trusted colleague of
Franklin, whose priestly robe but {1l concealed the
diplomat and statesman.” Dr. Swisher spoke elo-
quently of the Purltan of New-England, the Cath-
olle of Maryland, the French Huguenot and the Ger-
man Lutheran, whose antagoniams had been har-
monized by the tolerance of Washington, and
lauded the farsighted stateamanship of the early
Caiholle settivment of Maryland, whose colonlal
assembly wor the first poiltieal body an thisz con-
tinent to establish complete rellglous tolerstion.

white-Ridley, who will atand as the
Stalybridge at the next

{ the British Home Sec.
time as secratary

i ——

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

A new advertising schema was recently employed
by & firm In a Southern city. The junlor partner of
the firm swors out & warrant for the arrest of tha
senlor partner on the ground that he was selling
gonds below cost, and that the firm was constantly
losing money thersby

The case came up In court, and the counsel for
the senior partner asked for a postponement In or-
der to hive moare time to prepare his case. The
Judge granted the requernt, hall was fixed, and the
senlor memher released. As he left the courtroom
the junior partner arose and exclaimed, "If he Is
released the sacrifice will go on!™

The news soon spread and the firm did a better
business

When the cnse was agaln called no plaintiff ap-
peared and the charge was dismissed. The firm had
succeeded In their object—adyertisement.

An Early Rescus—"Yes, lady,” said Weary
Walker, I was rescued from drink In me anrly
vouth be me dear ole mother, an' I had fell pretty

lun, toon,"
“Here's a quarter for you, poor man. Tall me
When

more ahout (L'

“Tranks, Oh, they ain't no more ter tell
de ole lady heerd me wyellin' from de boattom o da
well she fist vanked me gut. Goadby, kind lady."—
(Catholle Standard and Times.

“Cnllter's Weekly™ ays that when Lord Charles
Beresforid was a hoy of thirtean his father told him
that he must make cholee of a profession.

“fWhat l= it to he, my boy—the army, the navy or
the Church?"

“The navy, str."”

“And why the navy, boy ™

“rause I'd like to he an admiral, like Nelgon.™

“pshaw! Like Nelson! Why Nelson?"

“'Cause 1 want to,”

“Rut even if you were to join the navy, why do
you think wven will ever become an admiral,
Charlle?™”

orause T mean to,” was the blunt reply.
had his wish and entered the navy.

Ha

There are many Joneses in this world, but per-
hape not quite so many as people think. Not long
agn two friends met who had not seen each other
for ten venrs, slnce their achool days.

“Whom did you marr]g' Billy?' asked one,

“A Misa Jones, of Philadelphia.” replied Billy,
who was a trifle sensitive,

“You always did take to the name ‘Jonea' 1 can
remembetr when we went to school together you
used to tag around after a Hitle snubnosed Jones

girl."
I remember it, too,” sald Bllly. “8he's the girl 1

married " —(Youth's Companion.

The analytical commission appointed by "The
London Laneet” to Investigate the composition of
Amerlcan clgarettes, as well as that of the most
popular English makes, reports that the tests falled
to show opium, arsenle, phosphorus or mercury In
a single Instance. “There I8 not a single scintllla
of evidence,” saye “The Lancet,” “on which can be
fairly based the allegation of tha presenca of any
substance Injurious to heaith.”

An Era of Doubt,—*'T guess I'll throw it away,”
sald the fair girl despondently.

“What are you golng to throw away?

“My autograph album. Affairs ars getting so
that people don't belleve In any signatures untll
you have called In & whola lot of handwriting ex-
perta."—(Washington Star.

Judge Clark of the North Carollra Bupreme
Court had to open court at Oxford one winter.
When he got to Henderson he found a deep snow
on the ground, and the rallroad from that place to
Oxford in those days did not run In such westher,
8a the Judge set out In & huggy, with a driver
whosa customers had theretofors been commercial
tourists. He took the Judge for a drummer, and
tried to boguile the tedlum by talking over tha
hardware |ine. Not finding him exactly well posted
on that, he tonk up the drygoods basiness. Not
doing much bettar with that, he successively tried
him on notlons, grocerles. llquors and others.
Having exhausted all the “lines” he could think
of, he finally asked, “You are a drummer are you
not™ “Yes" sald the Judge, T am somewhat in
that Une.” "Wall, what {8 your line?™ sald the
driver. “I am a drummer for the Stats peniten-
tiury.” The driver, saying to himself, halt aloud,
*You are the first one in that line that ever cnme
nlong here drove the rest of the way In silence,
When the conveyance drove up to the hotel in Ox-
ford the landlord ran out to greet his guest. When
the driver heard his passel ger callad “Judge" the
point dawned on him, and he dashed round the
house, scuttering o cloud of snow with hin wheels,

Ha:\rﬂ.»r: Critle. —-‘Pluy‘wri'ght—l BUp yOu saw
b il ol v bt S o do S
ﬂ‘i!'}ni:tr_,lahl—iiow daid you Iltke the elimax of the

irst-nighter—Re v !

l-'l:l_\-wrizh! 'I‘fft.limlltml'! ld‘.t:‘“:llu::etrt.ziilim eh?

First-nighter-No, Went away too soon,

~(Catholle Standard and Times.

“Phere died last month,” says “The Chicago
Tribune” “a man who had done much to shake
helief In the legend of Jonnh, Willlam Bimpaon de-
voted his life to a study of the narrative, and wrote
a book to prove that the Biblleal story (a due to
| an initlatory ceremony connected with the religion

of the Assyrlan fiah god, who was akin to the

Dagon of the Phillstines. Recent rescarches have
| brought to lfe hundreds of pleces of Assyrian
seulpture contnlning representations of human bes
ings draned in fish skin or protruding head and
shoulders from the jaws of the flsh. A man who
clad himeelf In fish skin was supposed to be en-
dowed with the attributes of the delty, and after
I undergoing the rite the novice was supposed to be
‘born aguin’ Simpson argued that in course of
time, when the ceremony fell Into disuse and it
| meaning was forgoilen. the ineldents of the rite
were developed Into a miraculous story.”

“That man Is gullty; didn*
eyes ahifted uruumnd‘."? e Mevied haw. his
::nghn]-mn Ili!w other man?*
. he's gullty, too; dldn't you see how boldly
and steadfastly he body T
iy Jnumu.r stared at every ' —(Indlan-

BOCTETY,
S 5 %

Tt might ba sald that the soclal week snded .on
Thursday night in a blaze of glory with the firs
Assembly Ball of the season, which was glven n
iha grand ballroom of the Waldorf-Astorin. Tt wag
In every way one of the most brifliant entertajn.
mants ever given by the Afty women subseribeey
who make It possible to have such an entertaln.
ment. Everyhody In soclety was there, and it way
& bright, showy assemblage of gowns and jewkiy
that filled the magnificent baliroom. The arrangs.
ments for the hall were excellent and were carrieq
out to the letter, while the baliroom itself probably
never looked more gorgeous than it Al on Thurs.
day night, The supper was up to the usual stand.

| ard of excellence, and the cotillon, a very large ona,

was excsllently managed by Worthington White
house, who had tha assistance of Cralg Wady.
worth., The gowns were on the whole rich and pe.
coming, and there were several striking comtuma,
particularly one, which was of fine white gang,
showsred with golden spangles.  The debutantey
who have already been Introduced and those why
are still to make thelr bow at home recepting
were present, and, of course, att racted much atty,
tion.

Nf the savernl largs Ainner partles which precsy
the ball on Thursday evening one of the lnrgm
wan that given hy Mra. Alexander T. Van Nest g
her home, No. 1 West Thirty-soventh-st.  He
guests were Mizs Isabelle Cameron, Mr, and My,
Samuel J, Clark, Miss Julla Clark, Miss May Low,
Miss Bentrice Post, Miss Laurn Hard, Misy f(n“l:
ton, Stephen Pell, Goelst Gallatin, Sherman Day,
Lawrencs Elliman, Alexander M. Haddsan Robery
Livingston, Phrenix Ingraham and Arthur Crosby,

Mrs. Henry Parish, ir., also entertalned at dinner
on Thursday evening, The guest of honor was
Misa Katherine Hall, the dehutante daughter of
Mrs. John T. Hall: the other guests at the tably
were all debutantes of this season. On Friday
evening Mrs, Joseph T. Low, of No. 57 West Fifty.
gecond-st., gave w dinner party, her guosts hejng
Dr. and Mrs. Edward L. Keyes, Mre Alexander
T. Van Neat, Mr. and Mrs, A. D Jullllard, Mr, and
Mrs, John Hone, Dr. and Mrs. Wyckoff and Mr
and Mrs, Charles Godfrey. %

Of the several coming out receptions of the week
one of the Iargest war given by Amedée de Pag
Maoran his home, No, 17 Waost Fifty-=txth-st, on
Tuesday afternoon, to introduce his daughter, Misy
Maria L. Moran., who was assisted in recelving by
a number of her young friends. Another large res
ception of the week was given on Thursday after
noon by Mrs. Robert Hoe at her home Na i
East Thirty-sixth-st., In honor of her daughter,
Mra. Samue! Morley Evans, who was married n
the West Presbyterian Church lnst spring

Mre. Francls Crawford and her daugnter, Mre
Tohn Murray Byers, gave their first at home fal-
lowing the wedding of Dr. and Mrs. Beyera, on
Wednesday afternoon last, at the home of Mrs,
Crawford, No. 312 West End-ave. The hostess and
her daughter were assfated In recelying the guests
by Mrs. John Byers, mother of the young bride
groom; Mra, Cralg B. Guerin, Miss Loulse Smith,
Miss Gertrude Chase, Miss Edith Olds, Miss Estelle
O'Meary, Mlsz May Plnkerton, Miss Leonle Craws
ford and Miss Hesste Jordan. Mre William MM,
Willlams has Issued cards for a reception to be
held at her home, No. ® Locust Hill-ava, Yonkers
on Thursday next, December 21, from ¢ untll §
o'cloek, to introduce her daughter, Miss Allce Mary
Willlame.

Mrs. George Crocker will give a reception® with
music, at her new home, Fifth-ave. and Sixtye
fourth-st.. on Tuezday evening next. 3Mme Emma
Nevada will sing. With Mrs. Crocker's card are
inclored those of her daughiers, the Misses Ruthers
ford, On the same evening Mrs. Thomas “uger
Pratt will give & dinner Adance at Eherry's I
honor of her daughter, Miss Henrletta Wright,
whose engagement to Count Alexander Meroaty, of
Greece, will then be formally anno meed. Al als

rendy stated In Tae Tribune, Miss Wright met
Count Mereat] last summer while traveillng In the

Far East. He followed Miss Wright and her mother
1o New-York, arriving here a few weeks ago. Miss
Wright and her flancé will he Included In t

houze party to be given by Mr. and Mrs. Frantis

Leggatt in the Christmas holldays at thelr couniry
nome, near Hoosick Falls, N, Y.

Mrs. Frederic H, Betts, who spent last summer
abroad, wiil give a reception gt her new home, No.
22 Fast Sixty-fifth-st., on Tuesday afternoon next
in honor of her son and daughter-in-law, Mr. an
Mrs, Wyllis Rossiter Betts, whose marriage was
celebrated last spring in 8t. Thomas's | ‘hural
Mre. Bettg, the Dride, was Miss Ada Godfrey

Wednesday of this week will be a busy day Ina
matrimonial way. One of the Interesting nuptiat
celebrations of this day will he that of Mliss Mary
Woodbridge Tiffany. daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
Louls C. Tiffany, to Dr. Graham Lusk, son of tha
late Dr. Willlam T. Lusk, which will take place In
the Madison Square Preshvierian Chareh. At noon
on the sume day Miss Sophonlsbe Preston Breckin.
ridge Steele, daughter of Dr. Theophilus Staels, will
be married to Ralph Fresman Shropshire, of this
city, in All Angels’ Protestant Episcopal Chugeh,
West End-ave, and Eighty-nrst-et. The cersmony,

which will be performed by lh-IRﬂ'. Jahn Huek,
assistant minister at St Thomad's, and the rector
of All Angele', the Rev. 8. Deinneey Tu‘fhﬂﬁw
be followed by a reception und breakfas! at :
rv's. The wedding of Miss Certrude :I‘redwnl
awnsend, danughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wililam BEf-
fingham Townsend, to Leopold Schmidt, jr., will
take place at the home of the bride’'s purents, at
Williston, Long Owing to iliness in the
familjles, both of the bride andl bridegroom, the
wedding guests will he limited to relatives onl¥.
The marriage of Miss Olive Hooper Lunt, sister of
Mrs. M, Goldsmith, of No. 334 West Eighty-ninthe
st., to Nathan Goodwin Manson, of Hoston, will
also be celebrated on Wednesdayp.

sr. and Mrs. Charles Judson Gould, of Xo. 18
West Fifty-ninth-st., have sent out eards for the
-edding reception for thelr dauZhter, Miss Elea-
:urr; F‘Ennrﬂpﬁould. to Walter Dana Swan, on
Thursday afternoon, December 28, from 4 untll §

o'elock,

The marriage of Miss Olive Beatrice Mine, daagh-
tor of Mr, and Mrs, John Mine, of No. 17 Weel
Elghty-sixth-st., to Dr, David 1. Fuller will take
place In the Washington Square Memorial Church
on Thursday evening, January & The ceremony
will be followed by a reception, 1o be held st the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Mine The Eride will i':‘.
attended by a mald of honor, Miss Flora E. hiteh-
ing; & matron of honor, Mrs., Edxzar H\'rkmlu:
Hodgkinsun; a flower girl, Miss Jossie .\l'.n:r.x?:i'
three bridesmalds, her sisters, Miss Marg tm‘.l i
and Miss Elizabeth Mine, and Miss Anna ¢ a "’:
The page will be Master Edwin H. Mine and the
best man Dr, Gordon Hall, The ushers w Irmr-

r. R. D. Jones, Dr. Danfel Fulict, b ubert
Arrowsmith and George Mine.

The first Cinderella dance of the season will take

place at Bherry’s on Thursday evening next. Mr
Jamen Otis Hoyt, of No. 310 West Seventy-AUEEG

will give a reception on Thursday afternd
N inftoduce her daughter, Miss Harriet Hoyt

The marriage of Miss Virginia Lunt doughter of

Judge Lunt, of Colorado Springs [ -" .|rrnc’;
Phelps Dodge, a son of Dr. Th. Stuart D ---‘"-""»

by

take place on New Year's Day at Lhe
| oarry B

wi

bride, in Colorado. A apecial car j

number of Mr. Dodge's relatives and !"'1‘." ":ﬁ

this eity to Colorado. The marriags -‘:-""‘ 0¥ e
i T L e of this :

be performed by Canon Know I‘ﬁisq e Luak

bride's mald of honor will be A hest

Guy Phelps Dodge will attend his brother i;"

man. The ushers will be Robert Duriing, lfﬁ;‘.

M. Morgan, ciassmates of the bridegroom —ﬂ"“‘“‘

%rvilns onbright, of Colorado Springs and
. Lunt,

Among the departures for Furope last wook wﬂ;
Mrs. W. Rhinelander Stewart, Mrs oswell
Hitcheock, Mr. and Mrs Anthony ). Drexel s
have taken Landon Park. Surrey, England,
handsome estate owned by Lord Onsiow, for a el
of five years; Miss Allce Ward, Mr. und Mrs
ley Watson, Mr. and Mrs Morion Redm
Cpleman Drayton, Miss Drayton, My, aud
Richurd Henderson, the iatter a sister of H
grlrlchn. \\'nuhrﬁp “1?”1;‘”:{“' ?{r iirln:l.

nr, igEiInS, Usme erking, Lawrens
Ittlt;m.!r.\'lll:t iﬁ.l‘ Mrs. l":ﬂwutt I..nwn-m-:a_ Mrs, llL
Bostwick, who has gone to England to sy rls
holldays with her daughter, Mru, Albert L8
Afrs. John J. Townsend and Miss Townsend

The juntors of Columbla University will #*
their annual ball on Tuesday evening at Sherty ®
This is the most important affair n the sodlll*
of the students on Morningside Helghts. and ¥
given under the patronage of the socinl leaders
the eity, Sherry's ballroom will be a bower
beauty, With tne delicate colors, lght hiue ﬁ
white prominent in the decorations Palms
be profusely meattercd about the room, and &
bank of paims will hide the musiclans The co:
mittee in charge I8 composed of Augustine N
Lawrence, chatrman; Robert 8 Woodward. Jfs
. O'Shea, Henry J. Mills, John A. u.m‘_l
George A. Ever, Leon F. Le Prince, Custavus B
Buckholg, Willlam A. Bensel Bruce Lo
Walter H. Grace, Clive 8, Mapes, Henry W. SA
maker, Henry Morris Wise, Harold H.J
and Maxwell Btevenson.

Following is the list of patrons and pﬂ"’""‘.
Mrr. Timothy F. Allen. Mrs. Asa A. Alling, Mrs
H. Balley, Mre. Karl H. Buchhols, Mrs. ('mﬂ‘r
Barney, airs, Francls 8, Hangs, Mrs. ¥ £
Busk, Miw. John ©. Barron, Mre. L. Bolton Beash
Marston T, Hogoert, Mrs. 1. B Bansel,

R
A

B “h“"'m‘fv{-‘dw Bm Mrs.
ryce, rs i . ArK.
1, Mrs. Charles F. Cox, Mrs Arthur




