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BADEN-POWELL'S FIGHT,

DETAILS OF THE ACTION AT
MAFEKING.

BRITISH FORCE'S VAIN STRUGGLE—
NEXT BATTLE LOOKED FOR AT |

THE TUGELA RIVER.

[Copyright; 1800: By The New-York Tribune.]
[BY CAELE TO THE TRIBUNE.] {

London, Jan. 6, 6 a. m.—The official dispatch |
from Colonel Baden-Powell, announcing the un- |
successful sortie from Mafeking on December |
26, proves that the Boer account was fairly cor-
rect. The British casualties are officially stated
to be three officers and forty-elght men killed,
and onc officer and twenty-four men wounded,
snd three men taken prisoners. No mention is
made of either Lord Edward Cecil or Lord
Charles Cavendish Bentinck, both of whom
were wounded according to the Boer report of
the affair. Colonel Baden-Powell, however,
mentions six officers hit, and onl yincludes four
in the list of casualties.

“The Post’'s” correspondent states that the
Boers had been treacherously forewarned, and
had Blown up the railway line so that the |
armored train is unable to act efficiently. “The
Times’s” correspondent alleges thgt the Boers |
used explosive bullets and plundered the British |
dead and wounded.

8ir Redvers Buller continues to shell the Boer
intrenchments at Colenso, but no important |
mews is yvet to hand. !

Webster Davis, the United States As:sh;ta,ntE
Becretary of the Interior, has arrived at Cape
Town. “The Chronicle's” correspondent says
that Mr. Davis stated that his visit to the
Cape is entirely for the sake of health, but he
expressed his intention of paying a visit to Pre- |
toria, no matter at what personal inconveni-
ence.

A Brussels paper publishes a number of docu-
ments purporting to establish Mr. Chamber-
lain’s complicity @ the James=on raid.
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A GREAT BATTLE IMMINENT.

ENGLAND ANXIOUSLY WAITING
NEWS FROM THE TUGELA.

[Copyright: 1900: By The New-York Tribune.]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, Jan. 6, 1 a. m.—While General French's
adroit manceuvres and gallant repulse of the en-
emy’'s determined attack are of superior interest
as incidents of actuai warfare, public attention
cannot be diverted from the fmpending battle at
the Tugela. Heavy fighting had been expected
from hour to hour by military men, who could
not be convinced that Sir Redvers Buller would
walt for the single battery and the small force of
hussars which had been dispatched fron: Cape
Town to Durban, but when the official bulletin
dated yesterday from Frere Camp, and contain-
ing his thanks in the name of the army for the
holiday remembrances from home, was posted,
the impression prevailed at the clubs that a de-
cisive battle would be deferred until Monday,
when he could command every available man,
&un and horse.

This opinion was unchanged at midnight. The
eensorship was screwed down to the tightest
potch, so that only trivial camp incidents were
welated by the news agencies.

TWO PLANS OF ACTION.

The military writers for the press were divided
fn their forecasts of the plan of attack. One
group held that Inhlawe Mountain would be
the first objective point, and that the southern
bank would be cleared before any attempt was
made to force the passage of the river. The
second group, undismayed by the failure of pre-
wious forecasts, assumed that there would be a
turning movement a long distance away, with a
feint attack at the other end of the line and a
wvigorous artillery fire at the centre, and they
eited as proofs of their theory the reports of
systematic scouting on the upper Tugela near
Bpringfield, the massing of Warren’s division at
Estcourt, whence it could be sent toward Wee-
nen, and the organization of the mule transport
eystem on a large scale. ’

The last detall was certainly significant, since
no turning movement on the lower Tugela could
be made without mule transport, but an expe-
rienced veteran who managed the transport sys-
tem in the previous campaign in South Africa
told me late last night that this was not conclu-
sive evidence, since the mule train would be re-
quired at once between Colenso and Ladysmith
after the passage of the river, as the railway
had probably been torn up by the Boers.

General Buller must have received yesterday
strong cavalry reinforcements, consisting of the
South African Light Horse and the 18th Hus-
sars, and when the last battery afloat with a
small force of Hussars arrives, he will be as
strong as he can be expected to be, and with
nothing to gain by delay.

BULLER'S FORCE UNDERESTIMATED.

The strength of his army is underestimated
by the London press, since the military authori-
ties have not wished the enemy to know the full
extent of the concentration of the force upon
the Tugela River. The last word before mid-
night wes that the ambulance corps had been
ordersd to the. front from Durban and Maritz-
burg. General French's position was officially
reported as unchanged on Thursday, but Reu-
ter. the Central News and various correspond-
ents brought news of a spirited fight and of
the defeat of the Dutch forces yesterday. He
bad chosen his position so well that they con-
sidered it necessary to take a leaf from his book
of British tactics and to attack his left flank at
daybreak after a short night march. His in-
fantry were not taken by surprise, but held their
ground resolutely. Four guns were shoved up,
and the enemy when menaced with a flank at-
tack was forced to retire upon a kopje. A heavy
rifie and shell fire was maintained until the
mounted infantry left thelr horses and charged
the position. There had been an earlier charge
by the Inniskilling dragoons, who cut their way
through the enemy’'s line. The 10th Hussars
barassed the retreating enemy, but Major Har-
vey was killed while leading them, and Major
Alexander was wounded. Otherwise the British
casualties were light, while the Bcors lost heavi-
1y in proportion to their number, and left fifty
killed and fifty prisoners behind them.

ANOTHER TRIUMPH FOR FRENCH.

While only eight hundred Boers were engaged
in this fight, General French’s tactics were ad-
mirable, and his victory complete and achieved
at & small cost. The situation is not entirely
clear, but the Boers apparently are still in force
on the hills surrounding Colesberg, and are
blocking General French's advance on the rail-
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way bridge over the Orange River. French has
been reinforced by a battalion of infantry and
a battery, and the Household Cavalry and Es-
sex Battalion and Field Artillery have been sent
to him,

The campaign in that quarter is full of prom- |

ise.
Boers at Colesberg until with an increased cav=
alry force he can cut off their retreat to the

river, or possibly occupy both bridges behind
them.

General French is evidently holding the

|
1

Neither General Gatacre's officlal report nor |
the press dispatches throw fresh light upon the |

repulse of the Boers at Molteno. The attack

seems to have been a surprise, for Gatacre, |

after his manner, was having a fleld day and
drilling his men. He acted promptly, and, aided
by the prudent conduct of the Cape Police,
drove the enemy back without being drawn into
a trap himself. He could not cut off the retreat
of the Boers, owing to the lack of cavalry.

GALLANT SORTIE FROM MAFEKING.

Official reports do not change the aspects of
Colonel Pilcher's raid.

There is no important |
| news from Modder River, and the Cape Town |

|

rumor of a successful sortie from Mafeking is |

uncenfirmed. The British account of the unsuec-
cessful attack on the Boer fort was received at
midnight. Happily, Lord Edward Cecil has not
been wounded seriously. The Boer account of
the defeat is confirmed, but the losses were not
serious. The story of the sortie is a most spirit-
ed one,

The rumor has not been officially confirmed
that the German Emperor has sent a member
of his staff to Windsor with a private letter to
the Queen, which is assumed to relate to the

is evidence in the German press that a strong
feeling of resentment has been excited by these
unpleasant episodes. The cargo of the Bundes-

| rath will probably be discharged for the pur-

pose of critical examination by a prize court.
The American Embassy is discreetly silent
respecting the seizure of American breadstuffs,

but it is an open secret that the Foreign Office |
| 18 carefully considering the question raised by

the State Department. All the summarles of
Mr. Choate’s presentation of the case are pre-
mature. The truth is that the seizure has been
rendered a complex question by the flag under
which the cargoes of foodstuffs were carried.

| American flour, presumably for the Transvaal,

was shipped on British vessels for a neutral
port, and the Queen’s subjects had been warned
against trading with the enemy.
of contraband trading and neutral rights is
complicated by this and other facts. The con-
troversies with Germany and the United States
tend to convince many well informed men that
England will be driven into the seizure of Dela-
goa Bay as the easiest way out of the difficulty.
LN P
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FIGHTING IN NATAL RENEWED.
FIRING AT LADYSMITH AND COLENSO—
CAVALRY SKIRMISH REPORTED.

London, Jan. 6.—A dispatch to “The Daily
Telegraph' dated Friday,
January 5, says:

There has been firing to-day at Ladysmith and
at Colenso. A strong cavalry reconnoissance,
under Lord Dundonald, proceeded westward this
morning toward Springfield, where firing is pro-
ceeding.

There is a revival of the report that the Boers
are short of provisions. .

General Buller's army is eager for the ad-
vanece.

from Frere Camp,

i
THE SORTIE FROM MAFEKING.
GALLANT ATTACK OF THE TROOPS UNDER
BADEN-POWELL.

London, Jan. 5.—The War Office has received,
through General Forestier-Walker, at Cape
Town, the following dispatch from Colonel

Baden-Powell, dated Mafeking, December 26:

We attacked one of the enemies’ works this
morning, endeavoring to push back the cordon
northward. Our force consisted of three guns,
two squadrons of the Protectorate regiment,
one of the Bechuanaland Rifies, an armored
train, etc. The enemy had strengthened their
works during the night, and doubled the garri-
son since yesterday’s reconnoisance,

Nevertheless, our attack was carried out and
pressed home with the greatest possible gal-
lantry and steadiness under a very hot fire.
But all efforts to gain the interior by escalade
failed, the fort being practically impregnable.

Our attack only withdrew after six of our
officers had been hit and a large number of
men. Nothing could have exceeded the courage
and dash displayed.

The general situation remains unchanged, and
the health and spirits of the garrison are very
satisfactory.

1 regret to report the following casualties:

KILLED.

Captaln R. J. VERNON.
Captam H. C. SANFORD.
Lieutenant H. C. PATON.
Eighteen non-commissioned officers and troopers,

WOUNDED.
Captain CHARLES FITZCLARENCE.
Twenty-three non-commissioned officers and troopers.

PRIBONERS.

Three troopers.

General Forestier-Walker points out that
while the dispatch gives a1l the names, it fails
to show that six officers were hit.

e
LORD EDWARD NOT WOUNDED.

Cape Town Jan. 5.—With reference to the
Boer reports that Lord Edward Cecil and Lord
Charles Bentinck were recently wounded at
Mafeking, inguiries have been made at Pretoria,
with the result that it has been ascertained
that neither took part in the sortie and Lord
Bentinck’'s troops were not engaged.

—— —
THRILLING STORY OF HEROISM.
REMARKABLE BRAVERY OF BRITISH OFFI-

} CERS IN THE FIGHT.

London, Jan. 6, 4:45 a. m.—"The Times" pub-
lishes the following dispatch from Mafeking,

dated December 26:

At dawn to-day Colonel Baden-Powell organ-
jzed an unsuccessful attack upon a strong po-
gition of the enemy at Gametree, two miles
from Mafeking, from which the Boers have been
maintaining a desultory but annoying shell and
rifie fire for several weeks. The railway has
recently heen reconstructed between the town
and Gametree, where the Boers had destroyed
it, the final repairs being made in preparation

fo"' the sortie.

During the night the armored train, with
Maxim and Hotchkiss guns, under Captain Will-
tams and troops, took up positions for attack
from two sides. Captain Lord Charles Bentinck
and a squadron were in reserve upon the left,
while the extreme left wing was occupied by
artillery under Major Panzera and a Maxim of
the Cape Police, the Whole being under Colonel
H:i:phumenu were thrown up during the
night, the orders being to attack at dawn and
the artillery fire to desist upon prolonged tooting
from the armored train. At daybreak the guns

Continued on third page.
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NOT ASKED TO MEDIATE.

ATTITUDE OF THIS GOVERNMENT TOW-
ARD THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA.

THE PRESIDENT WILL NOT TENDER HIS
GOOD OFFICES UNLESS A REQUEST
COMES FROM BOTH BEL-

LIGERENTS.
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Washington, Jan. 5.—It is pointed out at the
State Department that the popular movement
reported in press dispatches from Belgium, hav-
ing In view a petition to President McKinley
asking him to offer mediation to the belliger-
ents in South Africa, i{s altogether misdirected
and exhibits a painful ignorance of the Ameri-
can policy of abstention from intruding in mat-
ters which are none of this country’s business.
It is suggested that such a petition could have
no direct influence in the direction of terminat-
ing hostilities if it proposes to induce the United
States to take the initiative toward secur-
ing an amicable settlement of the quarrel.
Both belligerents are already presumably
aware of the historical attitude of the
United States, last conspicuously shown as late
as the war between China and Japan, in always
being ready to use Its good offices to avoid or
end strife when the invitation comes from both
disputants, not from one alone, and not from
a mere outsider.

THE PRESIDENT'S VIEWS KNOWN.

Great Britain and the South African Republic
that the President would accept
promptly and with pleasure any suggestion of
mediation that came from both of them, but up
to this time neither of these Governments has
given the slightest intimation that it desires
anything but strict neutrality from the United
States. It is true that just before hostilities be-
gan President Steyn of the Orange Free State,
through his Consul General at New-York, Mr.
Plerce, desired the friendly intervention of
President McKinley in the hope of averting
war, but no concurrent request of a similar
nature came from England, and the President
therefore abstained from volunteering his good
offices where they apparently would have been
unwelcome. Since that time no suggestion of
a desire to arbitrate or to put an end to fighting
has been manifested, however guardedly, to
this Government by the countries concerned, and
reports to the contrary are authoritatively char-
acterized as false.

POSSIBLE FORM OF PROCEDURE.

Tt is probable that, should Great Britain in-
dicate her wish to have the President attempt
a peaceful solution of the difficulty, the American

Consul at Pretoria would promptly ask Presi-
dent Kriiger if he desired to unite In the re-
quest. This procedure is made possible by Presi-
dent Steyn’s earlier request and by the State
Department’s declination to recelive General
O'Beirne, who was understood to be charged
with powers from Pretcria to ask for mediation
in the event of England being willing to leave
the dispute to arbitration. Officially, it is said,
the United States cannot bring to the attention
of the British Government a Boer request for
mediation, though it is not doubted that Kng-
land would become aware of such a request as
soon as it was made, and would immediately
have an opportunity to make an identical propo-
sition.

The idea that ex-Consul Macrum is hurrying
back to the United States with such a proposi-
tion from President Kriiger is regarded as pre-
posterous at the State Department. ;

: — . ——

TWO KILLED IN A FIRE.

SEVERAL OTHERS BADLY HURT IN A
HARLEM BLAZE.
Two people were killed and several others

were badly hurt at a fire early this morning
in the big tenement house, No. 303 East Nine-
ty-second-st.

Policemen Doran and Murtha got to the top
floor, where the fire was fiercest, and found a
Mrs. Southerland and two of her children grop-
ing about in the hails. They carried all three
down. On the sidewalk Mrs. Southerland re-
covered, and not finding her child Harry, she
screamed to somebody to get him for “the love
of God.” The building was then filled with
inky smoke, and it seemed impossible for any
one to live in it.

Doran and Murtha rushed back in, and with
hard work got to the top floor, where they
found the missing boy lying unconscious; in
the hall. When they finally got him out they
saw he was severely and possibly fatally burned.
He was sent to the hospital without delay
while friends took the frantic mother away
with the other two children.

Raphael Pettito, his wife, and three children
were caught on the third floor. Pettito got them
out on the fire escape, where they were found
and carried down by Policemen Doran, Murtha,
Stewart and Nevins. Pettito would not walit
for the firemen to run up a ladder, and jumped
from the second floor. He broke an arm, and
sustained internal injuries. e was sent to the
Harlem Hospital.

At 1:30 o'clock the bodles of two women were
taken from the fourth fioor. They were uniden-
tified.

Foreman Charles Stone, of Engine No.
was found in the basement of the building al-
most overcome by smoke and so drenched by
water that his condition is serious. Had he not
been found just then he would probably have
168t his life. He was taken to the Harlem Hos-
pital. -~

The police and firemen say that a Becond-ave.
car is responsible for rhe accident. When the
first fireman arrived the blaze had not spread
out of the basement They got a line of hose
out quickly, and had a stream on the blaze with
every chance of getting it out, they say, when
an electric car whirled by with express speed,
cutting the hose in two, as if it were made of
wet paper.

9
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FRANCE TO ENFORCE PAYMENT.

ATLANTIC SQUADRON ORDERED TO SAN
DOMINGO—FRENCH SIDE OF CASE,

Paris, Jan. 5.—The French Government has
sent a dispatch to the commandant of the naval
squadron in the Atlantic to proceed immediately
to San Domingo.

In view of the feeling in San Domingo against
the action of the French Consul in pressing the
Boismaré-Caccavelli claim of 280,000 francs, the
tollowing statement of the French position is
glven from a source whose accuracy of informa-
tion is undeniable: :

In accordance with the treaty concluded In
1895 between President Heureaux and the
French Minister to Hayti, the Government of
San Domingo agreed to turn over to the French
Consul a monthly indemnity in reparation for
services rendered, and for damages sustained by
familles of French citizens who had been as-
sassinated. In defauit of payment, the treaty
stipulated that action might be taken against
the Improvement Company having the conces-
gion to collect the revenues of the island. Since
the aseassination of President Heureaux the in-
demnity has been withheld, but on account of
the disturbances following his death France
made no immediate demand for payment. As
more than six months have passed without ac-
tion, and San Domingo showing bad faith in the
execution of the obligations, the French Consul,
in conformity with the treaty, received an order
to place an embargo on the revenues of the Im-
provement Company. The execution of this or-
der provoked disturbances which the Govern-
ment of San Domingo has not attempted to sup-
press, and serious insuits have been offered to
France and the consulate. As soon as advised,
the French Government sent a dispatch to the
commander of the French Atlantic Squadron to
proceed immediately to San Domingo.
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FOR RAILWAY HARMONY.

A SIGNIFICANT CONFERENCE AT THE
WALDORF-ASTORIA.

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO AND NORFOLK AND WEST-
ERN BELIEYED TO BE LIKELY TO JOIN THBR
BALTIMORE AND OHIO IN THE PENNSYL-
VANIA-CENTRAL AGREEMENT—CONCEN-
TRATION IN NEW-ENGLAND.

An important railroad conference has been in
progress in this city for the last two days, at
the Waldorf-Astoria. M. E. Ingalls, president
of the Big Four and Chesapeake and Ohlo Syy-
tems; Henry Fink, president of the Norfolk and
Western, and A. J. Cassatt, president of the
Pennsylvania system, have all been In attend-
ance. John K. Cowen, president of the Balti-
more and Ohio, is also sald to have been pres-
ent. One important matter that was dlsposed
of was the rate for hauling coal for the com-
ing year; but this is said to have been only an
incident of the meeting, and not the real reason

for its call.

For some time it has been known that the
Vanderbilt-Morgan interests were in control of
the Big Four and the Chesapeake and Ohio.
There have been persistent rumors, too, regard-
ing a combination between the Pennsylvania
and Baltimore and Ohio systems, and of these
two roads with the Vanderbilt systems. A mar
usually well Informed sald yesterday that he
had been given to understand that in the near
future a great combination would be effected,
and that the following roads would be in it:
The Boston and Ma'!ne, which, as it owns the
road, also means the Maine Central, and the
Fitchburg, north of Boston; the New-York,

‘- New-Haven and Hartford, which on account of

its ultimate traffic relationship with the Penn-
sylvania could not well stand aloof, and the Bos-
ton and Albany, now controlled by the New-
York Central—these roads practically covering
the field of New-England. Besides these the
8peaker named the Pennsyivania, the Baltimore
and Ohio, the Chesapeake and Ohlo, the Big
Four, the Norfolk and Western, and the New-
York Ceatral system, including the Lake Shore
and Michigan Bouthern and the Michigan Cen-
tral, as well as the Nickel Plate and West
Shore. He added that he was not Informed as
to what the exact form of the combination would
be—whether it would amount to actual consoli-
dation or not—but it would certainly be of such
& nature as to prevent future competition and
& consequent cutting of freight and passenger
rates. This he thought, however, was only the
beginning, and it was his conviction that other
roads would be taken in later, both in the South
and West.

RUMORS IN WALL STREET.

For two or three days there have been per-
sistent rumors in Wall Street that a rallroad
combination of the first magnitude was impend-
ing, but there has been much mystery as to the
identity of the roads concerned. While the
stories printed from time to time of a consolida-
tion of all the railroads of the Middle and East-
ern States may be dismissed as impossible and
absurd, still it is an undoubted and significant
fact that the trend of the times is toward unifi-
cation and harmonious agreement. The last
two or three years have witnessed the unifica-
tion of the New-York Central system by the
virtual absorption into the New-York Central
and Hudson River Railroad Company of the
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, which con-
trols the Nickel Plate road the West Shore
and the Michigan Central. It has for a good
while been the belief of the best informed rail-
road financiers that in the near future the rail-
roads of New-England would be operated under
a single ownership or control, and this predic-
tion apparently is approaching its realization.

A vear ago last month the New-York Central
interests secured control of the Rutland Rail-
rcad, the purchasing syndicate including W. K.
Vanderbilt and Dr. W. Seward Webb. The Rut-
land road is intimately connected with the
Fitchburg, and a little later the New-York Cen-
tral made its first overtures toward obtaining a
lease of the latter property. These negotiations
were not successful, and the Central made an
arrangement, ratified anly a week or two ago,
whereby it obtained control of the Boston and
Albany on a long lease. Advices from Boston
vesterday quoted the president of the Boston
and Maine—which company, as already noted,
controls the Maine Central—as admitting that
his road was in negotiation for the leasing of the
Fitchburg. With the Fitchburg the Boston and
Maine would have a western outlet from Bos-
ton, and the Rutland road without the Fitch-
burg would be unable to realize its project
of establishing a new Vanderbilt line between

New-England and the West.

But Wall Street opinion has coincided with
the view of The Tribune's fnformant, that the
Boston and Maine was soon to pass under the
control of the New-York Central. There re-
mains in New-England the big New-York, New-
Haven and Hartford road, which, although it
may not be taken over by any other company, is
still not likely to be a disturber of harmony, for
J. Plerpont Morgan and Senator Depew are
among directors, and another is William
Rockefeller, who not long ago entered the New-
York Central Board as successor to the late
Cornelius Vanderbilt. Moreover, the New-Haven
road is in close business relations with the
Pennsylvania, between which great system and
the New-York Central a compact of amity
exists.

its

NOT ONLY IN THE EAST.

But not only in the East do the signs point to
combination and concord. A month ago it be-
came kKnown that an important agreement, the
exact details of which have not yet developed,
had been entered into between the Pennsylvania
and the Baltimore and Ohid—an agreement, how-
ever, as a result of which it is gsneraily believed
the two roads will be operated as friendly com-
petitors. Somewhat south of the Baltimore and
Ohio runs the Chesapeake and Ohio, extending
from Cincinnati through Richmond to tidewater
at Newport News, and south of the Chesapeake
and Ohio the Norfolk and Western, coming down
from Columbus, Ohio, traverses the coal flelds of
West Virginia and Virginia, and passing through
Petersburg, whence a branch extends to Rich-
mond, has its terminus at Norfolk. At Roanoke,
Va., one line of the Norfolk and Western runs
northward to Hagerstown, on the Baltimore and
Ohio, and reaching Washington by a road from
Front Royal. The Chesapeake and Ohio also
has a branch extending to the National capital.
For two or three weeks there has been a
marked movement in Chesapeake and Ohlo
on the Stock Exchange, and rumors have
been frequent that the control of this system,
which has been reckoned as a Morgan property,
would be appertioned among the Vanderbilt-
Morgan, Pensylvania and Baltimore and Ohio
Interests, thus bringing the Chesapeake and
Ohio into the sphere of trunk line influence and
eliminating it from the list of possible rate cutters
in the territory between Cincinnat! and Chesa-
peake Bay. The presence of President Fink at
the Waldorf-Astoria conference naturally leads
to the conclusion that the Norfolk and Western

may, like the Chesapeake and Ohio, be brought
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within the scope of the working agreement now !
operative between the two dominant factors in i
the rallway fleld east of Chicago, the New-York '
Central and the Pennsylvania. And so, .with
the railways ‘of New-England controlled by one
or both of these great systems, with the Big |
Four already a Vanderbilt property, the Erie a ;
Morgan property, the Lackawanna domlnated'}
by the Vanderbilts, with the Chesapeake and '
Ohio, the Baltimore and Ohio and the Norfolk
and Western acting in harmony and all partles '
to the New-York Central-Pennsylvania compact: |
with the Southern Rallway controlled by Mor-
gan Interests, the Louisville and Nashville con- ,
trolled by Mr. Belmont and the Illinols Central
by Mr. Harriman, it would appear that the days
of rate war demoralization in the East, the
South and the Central States may be considered
past and gone.

Boston, Jan. 5.—No information has been re- |
ceived at the Executive Department of the State |
House in regard to the lease of the Fitchburg |
Raflroad to the Boston and Maine. The Com- |
monwealth is a large stockholder, but its stock |
is in the minority. It is said at the Executive
Department that no offers to buy the stock have
been made to the Governor and Council by any-
body. neither has the proposition to lease been |
presented to that body. If such propositions
were to be made they would naturally come to
the Governor and Executive Council, as they
have jurisdiction over the investment.

President Tuttle of the Boston and Maine Rall-
road says: “T camnot deny the statement made
that President Codman of the Fitchburg has
seen me and that he has made me an offer to
lease the railroad which he represents to the
Boston and Maine. We have come to no defi-
nite settlement as yet, and there is, of course, a
possibility that we may never come to one. Re- |
garding the lease in question, the boards of |
directors of the two roads cannot consider the
matter together until all the details of the propo-
sition have been completed by the directors of

the Fitchburg, and I do not know when that
will be.”

e
CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO INTERESTS.
THE PENNSYLVANTA COMPANY SAID TO HAVE
SECURED A LARGE BLOCK.

‘“‘Philadelphia, 5.—'*The Press"
will say:

It was reported in railroad and flnanclal circies
yesterday that the Pennsylvania Railroad Company
had just completed negotiations for a large block
of Chesapeake and Ohio Rallroad stock. It was
stated further that other rallroad companles have
also secured interests in the Chesapeake ard Ohio.

foew weeks ago it was announced that the
Pennsylvania Railroad had made a‘r‘onsidenble
investment, amounting to several millions of dol-
lars, In stock of the Baltimore and Ohlo, and the
urchasing of stock of the Chesapeake and Ohlo Is

n line with a plan mapped cut by the leading trunk
lines to prevent cutting of frelght rates and te
bring about closer relations and more harmonious
action in the conduct of these roads.

The amount of money pald for the Baltimore and
Ohlo stock by the Pennsylvaria is said to be be-
tween $8,000.000 and $10,000.000. While the amount of
Chesapeake and Ohfo stock purchased is not given,
it 1s sald it will amount to millions. The Chesa-
peake and Ohio for a long time has been considered
a part of the Vanderbilt system. Its terminus at
Newport News {s fitted up with al modern Improve-
ments. It is also stated that the Speyers and the
Baltimore and Ohic have taken a slice of the
stock.

THREE MEN SHOTIN PARK AVE

Jan. to-morrow

ONE 1S TAKEN TO A HOSPITAL, BUT THE
OTHERS HAVE DISAPPEARED:

Morris Williams, a tile layer, twenty-four |
vears old, living at No. 120 West Ninety-eighth-
st., was locked up in the East Sixty-seventh-st.
station last night, charged with shooting Dennis
Farley, twenty-four years old, of No. 509 East
Eighty-first-st., a coachman for a liveryman
named Connelly, at First-ave. and Seventy-
eighth-st. Two other men, John Mahoney, a

tile layer, of No. 423 East Eighty-second-st.,
and James McNally, a truckman, twenty-seven
vears old. of No. 507 East Seventy-fourth-st., it
is said, were also shot, but they could not be
found by the police, although it was learned |
that McNally had his wound dressed in the Ger- |
man Hospital, at Seventy-seventh-st. and Park-
ave. Farley was taken to Bellevue Hospital,
having received a bullet wound in the calf of
the left leg. The wound is not serious.

The shooting is said to be the outcome of some
trouble Willlams was experiencing with some
striking tile layers. He was employed by Pass-
more & Meeker, tile manufacturers, of Newark,
to do some work with other men in a house at
One-hundred-and-second-st., and Broadway.
Several of the workmen struck for more wages.
Willlams refused to quit work. He says he was
cften threatened by the other men that unless
he joined them there would be trouble.

Yesterday Willlams was sent by his employers
to a house at Seventy-eighth-st. and Park-ave.
to work. He was going home when he met
Farley, Mahoney and McNally. Willlams says
that they set upon him and knockedi him down.
A lively fight took place, In which Williams
says he struck McNally on the head with a
rule and then fired three shots out of his re-
volver. The men then got up from on top of
Williams and walked away.

Willlams then started down the avenue and
met Policeman O'Brien. When stopped by the
policeman he had blood on his hands and face,
his eyes were blackened and the collar of his
coat was torn. The policeman took him back
to Seventy-eightna-st. At Seventy-ninth-st. Far-
ley was found in the custody of Policeman
Nevins, of the East Eighty-eighth-st. station.

It is belleved by the police that Williams
acted too hastily in shooting. He admits that
he fired three shots, and says that he carrled
the revolver to defend himself. Mahoney lives |

in Eighty-second-st. with his mother, and left
his home at 10 o'clock yesterday morning. Will-
iams came to this city from Boston a short time |
ago. He iived at No. 120 West Ninety-eighth-st. |

—_——

MORE PAY FOR RTEEL

WORKERS.

ADVANCE OF 7% PER CENT GRANTED BY
AMERICAN STEEL AND WIRE COMPANY. |
Pittsburg, Jan. (Special).—The American

Steel and Wire Company has informed its em-

ployes that their wages will be advanced 7% per

cent, to take effect from January 1. This will
affect the tonnage workers, workers paid by the
hour and day laborers, in all about thirty thou-
sand men throughout the country. This concern
probably employs more persons than any other
in the country. The company will also pay into |

a fund 2% per cent of its entire annual payroll

for the relief and benefit of its workmen. A |

committee will be appointed by the company
hereafter to look after this fund and its proper
distribution.

The pay of the men employed by this concern |
will average between $225 and $250 a day,
ranging from $1 40 for day laborers to $10 and
$12 a day for rollers in rod mills. The advance ;
came unsolicited and unexpected. The plants |
are in Worcester, Mass.; New Castle, Beaver
Falls, Rankin, Allentown and Pittsburg, Penn ;
Salem and Cleveland, Ohio; Anderson, Ind., and
Chicago, Joliet and De Kalb, Il together witha
few fence making plants scattered throughout
the West, but only two of which are in oper-
ation. i

In closing the notice the concern wishes its
employes a happy new year and a more pros-

perous year than last year.
i e——

COUNTESS VON LANDSBERG DIVORCED. )
Berlin, Jan, 5.—-C

5

von La { B { |

ly Miss Hellberger, of Fort Wayne, Ind., has se- |
_cured a

divorce at Munich.

——
Three generations recommend the Cough Cure—
JAYNE'S EXPECIO

| A.—It was put away in the closet.

|
! Carey about {t?

| llshing Company, No. 1620 Broadway,

| Studie.”
te. DL A"

OSBORNE ALMOST DONE.

EXPEETS TO FINISH PEOPLE'S CASE
IN A FEW DAYS
TESTIMONY OF A MUSIC TEACHER THAY
MOLINEUX HAD A FRIEND IN HART-
DEGEN'S STORE IN NEWARK THE

CHIEF FEATURE YESTERDAY.

Assistant District Attorney Osborne sald yes«
terday after the sdjournment of the day's ses~
sion In the Molineux trial that he expected to
finish the case of the prosecution in three or four
days. In spite of Mr. Osborne's expectation of
so speedy a closing of the people’s evidence he
has still many witnesses to call. Among these

| will be Mrs. Rogers, who, it is said, will go upon

the stand on Monday: Koch, the letter box man,
to whom the prosecution looks to identify Moli-
neux as the person who rented the box to which
the Cornish and Barnet letters were addressed.

; and Professor Witthaus, who will testify that

his analysis of the internal organs of Mrs. Adams
showed the preserce of cyanide of mercury.
Yesterday's evidence produced little that was
new and nothing that was startling. Molineux's
tailor was examined for the purpose of showing
that the defendant's body measurements agreed
with the description written in the diagnosis

| blank sent to a medicine company, signed “H.

C. Barnet.” Charles D. Allen, who was Moll-
neux’'s assistant in the Newark factory, testi-
fied that the defendant had in his laboratory
large quantities of the dry colors from which

! John H. Yocum on Thursday said he had, by &

chemical process, obtained cyanide of mercury.
Bank employes were also put on the stand to
identify similarities between Molineux's hand-
writing and the address on the poison package.

Probably the most important witness of the
day from the prosecution's point of view was
Louis A. Russell, a music teacher in this eity
and Newark. Mr. Russell deposed that the de-
fendant and a man named Arnold were pupils
of his in Newark. He stated also that Arnold
and Molineux were close friends, and that
Arnold was connected with the firm of Hartde-
gen & Co. in December, 1868, It was from
Hartdegen's store that the silver holder was
purchased. While there was nothing in the
way of direct accusation in the evidence given
by Mr. Russell the prosecution will undoubt-
edly make use of it as showing a possibility that
the defendant might have secured the silver
holder through his friend Arnold.

DETAILS OF THE TESTIMONY.

The first witness to take the stand yesterday
morning when the trial was resumed was Frank S.
Hunt, of Newark. who for a number of years was
Molineux's tailor. The witness testified that he
made a sult of clothes for Molineux some time in
Aprll, 1898, whergupon Mr. Osborne questioned him
as to the measurements which he had taken at
that time. Hunt said that the defendant's outside
chest measure as he put it was thirty-seven inches,
and the walist measurement for the trousers was
thirty-two Inches. This evidence was considered
important, as tending to connect Molineux with the
writer of the diagnosis on the blank furnished by &
proprietary medicine company signed “H. C. Bar-
net.” In cross-examination Mr. Weeks asked Hunt
how he had taken the chest and walst measure-
ments which he testifled to. Hunt replied that the
tape was placed outside the defendant's walstcoad
and drawn meoderately tight under his shoulders.
It was not an exact measurement, he satd. Mr,
Weeks broight out the fact that Molineux had
compelled the witness to remake one pair of trous-
ers for him because they were too large. Hunt said
he could not remember whether they were the
trousers that went with the suit made in April or
rot.

Willam V. Scheffler, a friend of Molineux, who
received a letter from the defendant which had
been read in evidence, explaining why the Iatter
left the Knickerbocker Athletic Club, was next
called. The witness said at the outset of his testi-
mony that he had known Molineux for several
yvears, and that ne had frequently been invited to
take tea at his (witness's) house. The witness ex-
amined the letter which Molineux had written to
his (witness's) wife regretting that he was unable
to take tea with her on a particular Sunday, be-
cause he was to be married the next day. Mr.
Scheffler sald his wife had recelved this letter, but
he was unable to remember the date. Then the
witness went on to testify that he had received the
letter complaining of Cornish on the Friday be-
fore November 29, 1888. It was sent, he said, as the
result of a conversation which he had had with the
defendant the day before relative to a reception
which was to be held at the Knirkerbocker Ath-
letic Club. Mr. Schefler said that he invited Moll-
neux to go to the club with him, and Molineux
said that he could not, as he had resigned. He re-
celved the letter in question next day, beginning
“Dear Schefiler: Cornish is in and I am out.” Wit-
ness, on cross-examination, sald that he was posi-
tive that there had been nothing further said about
Moiineux’'s resignation during the conversation
which he had just testified to.

MRS. ADAMS'S SON CALLED.

Howard A. Adams, a son of Mrs. Katherine A
Adams, was next called, and sald that at the time
of his mother's death he was in Connecticut recov-
ering from & broken leg. Mr. Adams said he was
at present employed by Louis H. Cornish, a pub-
lisher, who was his first cousin and also a cousin
of Harry Cornish.

“Mr. Adams,” sald Mr. Osborne,
mother a woman who drank™"

“She was not,” replied the witness.

rer death was it

returned from Connecticut? A—T c..m!m
same day.

Q.—Did you see a glass with a spoon in it? A —
It was on the top of the side

Q.—Was there some talk about it? A.T!n .

Q—Did you see some crystais In it? A —Yem,
there were some crystals in It.

Q.—What was done with the glass and spoon?

“was your

Q.—How long after

Q.—Was the closet lucked? A.—No.

Q.—Did you have a‘talk with Detective Sergeant
? A—Yes

Q.—And then you put the glass and spoon away?

| A—Yes.

Q.—Afterward you gave the glass and spoon to
him? —~Yes,
Q.—There was no servant in the family at the

time of your mother's death? A.—No.

Q.—What does your father do? A.—He is a books
keeper.

Mr. Weeks had nothing to ask in cross-examina-
tion, whereupon Charles D. Allen, a chemist, now
employed by the New-York Telephone Company.
was called. At one time he was an assistant te
Molineux in the Newark color factory. Replying
fo Mr. Osborne’s questions as to the kind of chem-
fcals which were kept in Molineux's laboratory
and as to whether the defendant had in his posses-
sion any Prussian blue and yellow oxide of mercury,

! the witness sald there was plenty of Prussian blue

on hand, and there might also have been yellow
oxide of mercury in stock. It was from these twe

| chemicals John H. Yocum, a former witness. testi=

fled to having produced cyanide of mercury.

Q.—While you were In the factory of Hermann
Co. did you act as Molineux's private secretary
A.—Well, partly.

Q.—Did he know you signed his name to this letter
(handing him a letter signed “Roland Molineux, per
C. D A™T A—Yeu

Q.—State the circumstances under
wrote. A.—Well, for a long time Mn
was looking for the names of consumers
colors, and he su ted to me that [
sample cecples of all ublications that
apt to contain advertisements of dry
sumers. He gave me a directory of
tions also, and suggested that I look t
the same purpose.

Q.—And you did so? A.—Yes, sir.

The letter was then read after deing
evidence. It was addressed to “The

s
;ig;iz

B
bl

:

and asked for a sample copy of
It was signed “Roland Molineux, per

City.”

No. 1.6 Broadway is the addreas of the Koch
letter box agency, and it is said to be from this let-
ter that Kooh learned Molineux's address and

LAND! ! POLAND! POLAND!
‘l‘fo?:.“'l eminent physicians for purity.—
Advil,



