
WAR NEWS HELD BACK

C«tatlaae<l from Mrs* paare.

rebels, thus releasing the Orange Free State
troops for service elsewhere.

It is also announced that the hospitals at

Bloemfontein and elsewhere are packed with
wounded men.

PORTUGAL'S ACTION QUESTIONED.

"The London T-rr.es
-

correspondent at Lou-
renco Marquee sends a dispatch that although

there is no guarantee that Transvaal gold is
of standard value, the Portuguese Government
compels tie local banks to accept it as legal
tender at the game rate as British sovereigns,

"thus giving to the publics every facility for
extensive transactions here and remitting money

to Europe." Continuing, the correspondent says:
"It is questioned whether the Portuguese order
is not a breach cf neutrality."

The latest news from Bloemfontein says the
oScials there recognize that they must evacuate

the town at an early date, and are securing

houses at Pretoria.

. Fpatch from Fr«re Camp late Sunday

r.:ght said all wae quiet there, thus dispelling
pcs that Genera 1. B'j'ler had followed up

rr.onstration before Colenso with an ef-
fective move elsewhere.

-al French further reports that the-
other regiments to January 4

were twelve men killed and forty-four wounded.
jueer. ha« telegraphed her congratula-

tions and thanks to General White' and the
troops at L&dysmith.

-
change is apparent in the position of

-a! French reported to the War

r. January 7 that he had reconnoitred
f :he Household Cava

the Boers' east flank, two miles from Achtertang,
--w sot a considerable force of the burgii-

ere. who. being anxious for their communica.-
tions with Norval's Point, withdrew.

Th« casualties of the Suffolk*, near Coleßberg,

were: Killed
—

Colonel Watson, and Lieutenants
? Carey and White, and twenty-three

sen. Missing
—

Captains Brett. Thomson and
Brcwß. and Lieutenants Alien, "Wood-Martin

utler and 107 men. Wounded
—

Twenty-

REBEL PRISONERS TAKEN.

The prisoners raptured by the Canadians and
Queenslanders at Sunnyside are going to Cape

Town for trial as rebels. The Canadians ex-

pressed intense indignation or. learning that the

prisoners were British subjects.

The Colonial troops continue to earn warm
prais* on all sides, the latest example of their

effective work' being contained in the dispatch

in "The London Times," dated January 6. from

the Modder River, which said that the news
from Belmont showed that the Canadians and
Queenslanders had -been so energetic in that
vicinity that the Boers had been compelled to

desert a large belt of the Orange Free State
territory across the border.

The remarkable revolution InBoer tactics has
b^en another complete surprise to the British.
\u25a0b ho had not reckoned on th» weakened garrison

of Ladypmith being subjected to such a cour-
ageous assault, and it is realized that General
White's troops cannot be expected to prolong

such an arduous defence. In some quarters It

i« considered unaccountable that General Buller
did net press his attempt to effect a passage of
the Tupela River while the Boers were engaged
northward, and the comments on his apparent
sxplneness are in nowise complimentary-

From the Boer headquarters it is reported

that General Buller Is constructing: a subsidiary
railroad, from the main line to Colenso west-
ward, in the direction of Potgieter's Drift.

Advices from the Modder River say the Boers
continue to extend their works, and It is esti-

mated that 30,C»X> men are required to defend
them.

WAITING FOR FURTHER N*EWS.
rRGENT NEED FOR WHITE'S RELIEF-COLO-

NIALTROOPS PROMISED.
London. Jan.

—
Further news of General

White's victory Is anxiously awaited, as it Is

generally realized to-day that there was little
warrant for the exultation which

—
perhaps nat-

urally—followed the announcement of his re-
pulse of the Boers when the country had steeled
Itself to hear the worst

would deprecate the adoption of con-
Lord Charles. "Ihope the coun-

aulir.g and reforming

a: and military services. In connection

Boat* Africa. Icontend that
be held harmless, for they

B set to do an impossibility
"

BERESFORD ASKS FOR CHANGES.
London. Jan. 9.

—
Rear Admiral Lord Charles

Eeresford, addressing the London* Chamber of

Commerce to-day and dealing with questions of
rational defence, said that, now that war pre-
vailed, more attention would be paid perhaps to

those who had warned the country that it was
laboring under a "rotten, false and misleading

system of administration." so far as the services
were concerned.

CHAIRMAN' ODELL »nBSBi AN* ALLEGSD STAT»-

MKNTOF THE LATE CHARGES "W. HACKETT.

Vnother contribution to the ccntroTcrsy about

the authorship of the gold plank In the Republican

platform of 1536 was made last evening by Benja-

min 3 Odell. jr.. chairman of the Republican Statai
Committee, who announced that he recently had
found among the papers of his predecessor, tkei

late Charles W. Hackett, a statement of the sfcosa-

tlon as the New-York delegation found It Tipon

reaching St. Louis, and of the work they did ta

bring about a change in the money plank. TMa>
statement, which 13 declared to have been written
by Mr. Kackett socn after his return -»ta St.
Louis, says that the New-York delegation ax St.
Louis directed their attention to the money plan*

of the platform. Mr. Hanna was informed. It says,

that unless the platform contained an unequivo-

cal declaration for the geld standard the N*w-Torsl
and New-Ecglaad delegates would take the fight to

the floor of the convention.
Failing to get a concession from Mr.Hanna. Sea-«

ator Platt had called a conference at -which repre-

sentatives from ten sound money States were pres*

ent. The delegates. Mr. Hackert's aUeged «>
meet declares, agreed upes. taking tha fight to th»
floor of the convention. Ifnecessary, and adopted a,

plank embodying their views. It \u25a0\u25a0*\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 evident.
the next day that a majority of the convention,

would support action to have the word "gold" in-

serted In the money plank. Mr. Lauterbach. th«
statement further declares. Insisted as New-York'»
representative that the plaak should also «ay dls-
tinctlv that all obligations of the United State*
should be paid In gold, and this was also conceded
on the assurance ot Senators Platt and L»odg9 toaC
nothing less would be accepted.

BALLOTIXG FOR BEyAVOR IX KESTTCKY*
Frankfort. Ky.. Jan. T^>e House to-day bal-

loted for United States Senator, with the fo.iowina*
result: Blackburn (Dem.), 37; Bradley (Rep.>. •C la
the Senate- the ballot for Senator stood: Blackburn*
22; Bradley. 12. The Joint AJserrtbly will ballot to-
morrow, and on account of doubt as to whether th«
ballot should occur to-day or next Tuesday, th»
proceedings of to-day ana to-morrow will be da-*
plicated on the corresponding- day* of next week.

TOtJNG MEN AND BOTS MIXED IN WITH,'
HARDENED CRIMINALS—WASTE-

FUL MANAGEMENT.
Albany. Jan. 9.

—
Serious reflections upon t3ls>

methods employed in the Elmira Reformatory
"

are rnaTde by State Controller Morgan, who has)
been investigating the institution. He say»:

In this Institution a most anomalous condition.
exists. It is one of the great reformatory last}.
tutions of the world. Insome respects its »-»\u25a0»-
agement is excellent, bearing evidence of con-
summate skill and ability. Inother respects it
is as bad as It very well could be. E*iscipliao
has been and is maintained by methods whicki
should not be tolerated in reformatory instltxi-*
tions In the last days of the nineteenth" century.'
"While economy has characterized some branches
of the administration, gross extravagance has
been apparent in others. A policy of extension,
has been pursued by the managers for years
when as a matter of fact the institution Is one-
half too large at present for either successful or
economical management as a reformatorr- Tho
average number of inmates reported for last
year was 1.4 io;experience has shown that one
thousand Is the outside number that can be-
properly cared for in such an institution.

The aim cf Chairman Sturyls of the Board
of Managers is to save tha: which is good in.
this Institution, and reform that which is bad.
They should receive every encouragement tax
their good work. One cf the things most need- .
ed at present is a capabl* assistant super
tendent. As matters now stand, the health and,
disposition of one man. Mr. Brockway, and ha
Is over seventy years of age. are all that stands
between order and a most embarrassing- situa-
tion in this great institution. No one but the
superintendent ha 3knowledge of the various
branches of the administration. This should
not be so, and Iearnestly recommend an
amendment to the charter of the institution
which shall require the employment ef an as-
sistant superintendent as well as a superior"

tendent The responsibility of the treasurer
should also be fixed by law.

GREAT EXPENSE INVOLVED.
The reformatory is organized and tnatstalsed

at great exp»Ss^. with a view of reclaiming- of-
fenders against the law who have not become
confirmed in vice, yet all shades, graces and
conditions cf male criminals may be found with-
in its wall?. Murderers and old offenders \u25a0 *
there, mixed in with young men and boys wh{»

with proper surroundings and care might be re-
claimed.

And this is not all. Lanre numbers of the in-

mates are chronically affected in mind a=<J
body. On December 1 ther? were one hundred
well defined cases of tuberculosis in the institu-
tion. During the year forty-two insane inmates

were sent from there to Matteawan. and twenty-

four hardened criminals were recently trans-

ferred to the State Prison at Auburn. Some Im-
beciles are also there. As a matter of fact, in-
stitutions in which confirmed criminals are asso-

ciated with younjr and comparatively inexperi-

enced offenders, as described above, many _aZ
them two in a cell, approach nearer to bssasS
schools for crime than reformatories.

RECENT INSPECTION

A recent inspection cf the Elmira Reforma-
tory by this department disclosed the presence*

in a storeroom, which was in a very tin-dy.

dirty condition, cf 4.3("4 pairs of pants. l.feO
coat's. 425 veaa. Ul6 pairs cf sho«. 1.13*
shi-ts 1.612 pair, of drawers. 1.273 caps and
much 'other clothing, such as Jumpers. overaUs.
aprons, blankets-, etc. all in an unwashed,

dirty condition, and apparently abandoned. Ther
had been used somewhat, but ifproperly cared

for they were still fit for sen-ice. The superin-

tendent professed to kr.ow nothing of :hese)_aaa>»
Plies, and had made requisition for a largo

quantity of new cloth to make up into clotH-

"^proper regard for economy would suggest

that these articles should be thoroughly

cleansed and repaired as soon ma taken froa

the outgoing prisoners and kept for use a I \u25a0\u25a0
time. . ;

MORE ABOUT THE FT. LOUIS VOyEY PLAJE

SATS A BOSTON MAN AND NOT THE ROCKE-
FELLERS GOT IT.

Russell Sage admitted yesterday th» troth of the
report that he had told part of his holdings :n
the Standard Gas Light Company, of which he Is
president, but beyond that he was not particularly

communicative. He declared, however, he had
made the sale to a Boston man and not to the
Rockefellers. Mr Sage sail:

Idon't propose to say any more about this sale
than the law requires. You may be sure of that.
It Is purely a private matter of my own and of
the person who has purchased the stock. The
public has no right to ask me who bought- it and
what Iwas paid for It. Imight as well let you
take my books themselves as to answer your
questions. Idon't see why the public is so Inter-
ested in the matter anyway. One thing-Iwill say.
however, and that is that Mr Rockefeller has not
bought it. It is true that Ihad been negotiating
with Mr. Rockefeller. Jr.. for seme time, but the
negotiations were broken off about two weeks ago
At that time Mr. Rockefeller came to see me. ana
again expressed his desire to buy my Standard Gas
stock. But his offer was lower than the one he

made six month? previously Itherefore declined
to hav«* anything to do withhim, and broke off all
the negotiations. That was two week 3ago. and
since then Ihave seen nothing of Mr. Rockefeller
or his agents. Ihad had another offer for my
Standard stock, as Itold Mr. Rockefeller at the
time. It was a good offer, and it has been re-
newed several times since. A day or two ago Ide-
eld'^d to accept it. and so sold a part of my hold-
ings. Idon't know as Iknow who bought it. Igot
my money for It:that was all Icared very much
about, and Idelivered my stock. That's all there
Is to It. It was an ordinary business transaction.
Why should the public care to know any more?

But ifMr. Sage has adopted Mr. Croker's motto
of "that's my private business." hi* fellow directors
of the Standard Gas Light Company do not sup-
port him in that attitude. John T. Terry, vice-
president of the company, said yesterday:

I?hotild not dare to trust myself to express an
opinion upon Mr. Sage's transaction. Ido not see
how Icould Justify myself In selling out my stock,

as a trustee of the company, without givingall the
stockholders the same right.

Other directors were equally emphatic in char-
acterizing Mr. Sage's move, declaring that they
were "through with Sage," and asserting that he
had sold all his stock except the few shares nec-
essary to enable him to qualify as a director.

Although Mr. Sage says that he has not sold out

to the Consolidated Gas Company, and although no-
body believes that he has. still it would be next to
impossible to find a man In Wall Street who Is not

convinced that in time Mr. Sage's little block of

stock will find its way Into the hands of the Stand-
ard Oil Interests. In other words, while Mr. Sage's

holdings fall far short of being a majority of the
company's stock, there Is a universal belief among

the well Informed that his natural shrewdness ena-
bled him to decipher the handwriting on the wall, a
prediction of ultimate consolidation of all the local
gas and electric light interests, and that he. "whis-
pering he ne'er would consent, consented" to be
"harmonized," to use a new and popular term de-
scriptive of certain Standard Oil methods

—
and con-

sented even to the extent of abandoning his former
position of refusing to sell his stock unless ail
the other stockholders should receive terms as ad-
vantageous as those offered to Msssstt

One of tne directors said that Mr. Sa?e had re-
ceived between $800,000 and $300,000 for his stock.

Mr. 3ag# himself declined yesterday to answer the
criticisms passed upon him by his associates in the
Board of Directors.

Charles K. Orvis. a director of the Standard Gas
Light Company, who represents the largest single

interest in the company, that of the Wallace C.

Andrews estate, said yesterday afternoon:

We have waited long enough for negotiations
and are no: now looking for offers. We have a
splendid company, and all we want to do Is to

run it op business principles. "We have J1.368.»0
first mortgage 5 per c<»nt bonds, making- our fixed
charges only $ffi.4oo a year. We have 712,000 of
preferred stock outstanding and $5,000,000 common
stock We own 204 miles of pip*, and the stock-
holders now have an opportunity to subscribe for
$600,000 of preferred stock at par. In proportion to

their respective holdings. That willgive us ample
working "apital for increasing- our plant ar.d busi-
ness.

ARMY AXD XATT ORDERS.
Washington. Jan. 9.—The following Army and

Navy orders have been Issued:
ARMY

Leave of absence for rwa months Is granted Colonel
ROBERT B. WALLACE. 37th Infantry, to take effect
on th« expiration of the extension of sick leave of
absence granted November 29.

Captain JOHN ANPERSOX, upon his otrn application,
is detailed as pr^;<»ssor o* military science and tactics
at the Massachusetts Agricultural Cbliege. Amfacrat,
Mass.

Leave at absence for t-aro months is granted Captain
WILLIAM S. SCOTT, assistant quartermaster.

The leave of absence on surgecn's certificate of disability
granted Second" Lieutenant HOWARD B. AVERT.
14th Infantry October 29, Is

----- -
: -w> months

on' account cf sickness.

Leave of absence for thr»e months, to take effect about
February U with permission to go beyond the sea
and to apply for an extension of one month. Is granted
Captain WILLIAM W. GIBSON. Ordnance Depart-
ment.

-r^-. leave, of absence an surgeon's certificate -' disability
5granted Second Lieutenant JOEL. R. LEE. 10th In-

fantry. December 8. Is extended one month, on account
cf net*.

NAVY.
Captain BENJAMIN P. LAMBERTON. ordered to duty at

the Yv'afhinpton Navy Yard as meraber cf the Naval
Retiring Board.

_^_

__
Lleu:er.ar.t Commander A. C. DILLJNGHAM. d*tach*i

from the Texas January 15 and orders! adhMaljr

to the Indiana as executive.

Lieutenant Commander L. L. R3I3ET. detached from
the Washington Navy Tart and ordered to the Texas
January 15 as executive.

Lieutenant Commander V. R. HARRIS, detached from the

Indiana January 15 and ordered to examlnaiion tor
prcmoticn -Washington Navy Yard January 18. thenc-
hoine and ava't orders.

Lieutenant Commander E. B. BARRT. detached from the
Amphiuite January 10. wttiiout waiting for relief.
Modification cf order of sth SSI

Naval Cadet A. W. JOHNSON, ordered to duty on tne
Texas January 18.

TO CARRT OX THE AXTI-GRCBER FIGHT.

Robert C. McConruck. chairman of the meeting

to organize opposition to Abraham. Gniber. the Re-
publican leader In the XXlst Assembly District,

yesterday announced that he had appointed as
members of the antl-Gruber Ex«enttra Committee
Cnarl»s S. Whitman. Emil Twyeffort. Charles O
Maas Louis P. Grosholz. William B. Selden and
Theodore R. Taylor, election district captains. Tha
committee is to be enlarged later on. .

George C. Austin, who is leading- the fight a^ai.-j*

Mr Gruber said yesterday that the election or
William D. Holmes as president of the Riverside
Republican Club this evening will not be regarded
by the Republicans of the XXlst District a? a per-
sonal triumph for Mr. Gruber. Mr. Austin said
that he ar.d all his friends in the club had deter-
mined to support Mr. Holmes, who probably will
be elected without a dissenting vote.

I rN^TTTTTTON AT PRESENT OVERrBO^
ED WITH INMATE"*.

ABUSES AT ELMIRA.SAGE'S SALE OF GAS STOCK.

Addressing a second meeting, held it Ardwick,

a suburb cf Manchester. Mr. Balfour said:
"vl'iiiieIam loath to claim, in any proud and

arrogant spirit, that we are in any special Eense
the >aders cf a great humanitarian cause, I
deny in the strongest manner that we are ani-
mated "r.y ignoble motives. No more false or
ttupid calumny was evei invented than the
accusation that Great Britain was animated
by a petty desire to add wealthy regions to an
already gigantic empire. No —ere acquisition
cr territory cou!d compensate for a war costing
so much blood and treasure.

Iknow of no war in which Great Britain has
teen engaged, except that resulting in the inde-
pendence of the American Colonies, which did
not end triumphantly. Yet Ido not know of
one T.-hich has begun triumphantly. True, the
\u25a0war in South Africa is disappointing, but it is
not a fact that Great Britain has suffered ex-
ceptional reverses or great disaster. On the
ether hand, the war has knit together every

branch cf me English speaking race, making all
feel that they have \u25a0 great, common destiny,
which it is their duty to accomplish.

Thes*- are thoughts which ought to support
us in far greater trials than any this war may
produce. Remember •hat a nation which can-
not bear defe.it Is a nation unworthy of em-
pire, and. although defeat has not yet come
and although we hepe and believe it will not
eeme in the eocrae of the present war, yet, if
matters should turn out otherwise, we should
prill rely upon the courage and patriotism of
cur countrymen. (Cheers.)

BALFOUR/S SPEECH ON THE WAR.

London. Jan. 9.—Arthur J. Baifour. First Lord
of the Treasury, speaking this evening in East
Manchester, ami

TO EE ON LORD ROBERTS 3 STAFF.
Seattle. Wash.. Jan. 9.—F. T. Eurnham. the

American scout, who has been appointed a member
cf the- etaff of Lord Roberts, commander of the
militaryforces operating against the Boers, has ar-
rived h^re from Alaska, ar.d wi!l proceed at once
to South Africa.

At all drucrUii. sOe. aad |I.oß>

IfYour
children have stopped growing,
•omething is wrong, and serious
trouble may be near. Such chil-
dren should take Scott's Emul-
sion : its just the lat and bone-
forming food they need. Growth
will begin again, and the chil-
dren will become strong and
robust.

LARGELY THE GIFT OF CHILDREN-SENATOn

DEPEW MAKES THE PRESENTATION SPEECH.

Washington, Jan. 9.-A loving cup of silver.
made from melted dimes contributed by over seven-

ty thousand American citizens, the majority of

whom were children, was presented to Admiral
Dewey this morning. A small but notable gather-

ing assembled in the parlors of the Dewey house

In Rhod<» Island-aye. and took part in the cere-

mony. The cup. which Is nearly six feet in height

and appropriately inscribed, occupied the bay win-
dow, draped about the base win the American

flag. At one side was a large silvr-bound volume .
containing the names of the contributors who had j
subscribed to the token through the instrumental-

ity of "The New- York Journal." The presentation

committee consisted of Senator Depew. of N««w-
York; Senator Perkins, cf California; Genera. Nel-
son A. Miles. Secretary Lor-.g. Rear Admirals ;

O'NeJl. Bra.* Hichborn. Endicott. Melville and

Crowninshield. Paymaster General A. S. Kenney

and Sunken General J. W. Van Reypen. of the

Navy- Others present were Captain Lamberton

and Mrs. Lamberton, Captain Clark, who com-

manded the Oregon at Santiago; Mrs. Washington

McLean. Mrs. Ludlow and Miss Higgins, niece of

Senator [»ew.

Senator D^pew acted as spokesman. He referred

to the universal marks of gratitude and esteem

which had b^en cald to Admiral Dewey ever since

his great achie\-ement at Manila, and said that all

these bore a pronounced flavor of official cere-
monial. The present token, however, represented

the outpouring of the gratitude of th» American
people, the men and the women, and particularly

the little children, which occupied a notable place

In the category of tributes. Referring to the fact
that the cup was made from metal procured by

the melting of dimes. Senator E>«r>*w remarked
that It was perhaps fortunate that Admiral r>w?y

was not in politics, as the possession of the cup
vould then be a dangerous thin* for him. as it
would sriveAa basis for the assertion that the Ad-
miral was in favor of a contraction of the cur-
re
in

C>
accepting the c: Admiral Dewey thanked

Senator Depew for his words, and said that he was
overpowered by this rew proof of the gratitude
Of his luntryxnen, To him the most pleasant thing
about it and one that would make him cherish It
all the more, was the fact that the children of the
country were bo largely represented. The grati-
tude of the little ones, he said, pleased him im-
menselj-. and he spoke feelingly of the way they
surround him In the street and lisp out their com-
pliments.

At the close of Admiral Dewey'a remarks 'he
healths of the givers and the receiver were clrunK.

EXECUTORS' BALE OF PAr\Tl\Gs.
The executors' sale of oil paintings and water

colors belonging to the estates of Edward M. Cam-
eron. Grace L. Blossom. F, Duprat and others will
be sold on to-morrow and Friday evenings by
James P Silo, the auctioneer, at the Fifth Avenue
Art Galleries, Nos. 366 and 368 Flfth-ave. The sale
will begin each night ax 8:15 o'clock, and every
picture will be sold without reserve.

Seme of the paintings to be sold were painted by
Samuel Colman. Charles Bargee. P. Carriers Bel-
leuse. J. H. Dolph, Edward Guv. A. F. Tall, Leon
Paul Jazet. Charles Baugniet. J. C. Thorn. Edward
Moran. N. Diaz. A Ourdan. Adrian Van Der
Burgh. George* Michel. Storelll. Theodore Frere.
Louis Jimlnr*. Leonard Ochtman. P. Marc!us
Simons. J. L. 'Jerome. J. G. Meyer Yon Bremen.
Eugene Joseph Verboeekhoven, A Wahlbers.
Charies E. Delort. Martin Rico, Pierre Charles
Comte, Jules Dupr*, C. F. Daubigmy. J. B. C.
Corot. Paul Jean Clays and Jules LeiebTre. Sev-
enty pictures are to be offered to-morrow night and
•Utr-flv* on the following evening, S. P. Awry
Jr., willassist Inths mnnncetaeat oc th* sale.

iDMIRAL DEWEY GETS A UJTUSG CUP.

"vl'ashlnprton. Imi ~ tor Foraker has made
a nurr rrovid.ng a gov-

f the \u25a0

-
-h:p to all

on j p̂, . tinued -o be
ar.d wt :r.ined their
desire I

' fiance.

P"ERTO RICAN CITIZENSHIP DEFINED.

SENATOR FORAKER MAKE? AMENTMHNTS TO

HIS \u25a0

NOT A MENACE TO AMERICAN WAGEWORK-
ERS. GENERAL ROT STONE SAYS.

"Washington, Jan. 9 (Special).— General Roy Stone.
who is taking a livelyinterest in all matters affect-
ing the interests of Puerto Rico, said to-day:

The "wageworker" with his "dinner pall" has
b*en put into some ignoble attitudes by his friends,
but never In one so ridiculous and impossible as
when he is posed In opposition to the President's
urgent recommendation of free trade with Puerto
Rico.

The arg-ument is that "one-half the people in
Puerto Rico live on five cents a. day or less"; there-
fore, if they have a market for their products in
the United States, the Arrerican workman will be
compelled to "surrender his wages his neat dinner,
his decent clothing, the paper on his ills and the
carpet on his floor."—i.Tb.e New-York Press, De-
cember 23. ISS9.

This sounds alarming enough, but difficulties will
arise in convincing the wag*ework of this danger
and holdinghim to this attitude. In the first place,
he may not be altogether stupid. He reads at
home, and when at work he thinks, and he may
happen to think tha: when the Nation acquires a
new possession so marvellously rich in soil, climate
iir.d production, tna. acquisition should be allowed
in some way to benefit him. and that even cheap
labor, if it work..? for him and his family, might
well be encouraged and employed. With nil meat
dinner he may want an orange, a banana or a pine-
apple or a good cigar to smoke without paying the
price of a Havana. He might even like to have
fresh winter vegetables without paying the hot-
house price, but he finds that tobacco arid vege-
tables are not worth raising in Puerto Rico, and
delicious fruits not even worth picking, because
of the high tariff here, while American flour, meat
and manufactures are shut out from the island by
the tariff which we impose taere.
In the second place, the worker may be a good

citizen, jealous of the honor and good name of his
country, and he may feel that we owe something
in common justice to a people who received us as
the Puerto Rica. did, aiding us la every way m
their power, and. being without firearms, offered
themselves by thousands to fight the Spaniards'
guns with their bare machetes: and a people, more-
over, whose fond expectation of being made
"Americans" we then constantly encouraged. To
leave these people in a condition that makes them
regret their Spanish masters, as they must do to-
day, would disgrace every American, from the
workman to the statesman. Spain robbed and
abused them, but gave them a chance to live. We
shut them between two tariff walls and let them
starve.

In the third place, the worker may be a Chris-
tian and a lover of mankind, and even if it should
threaten to cost him a trifle out of the abundance
of his own blessings he might still be disposed to

do something to help the most unfortunate million
of people on the face of the globe. He may want
to lift them up rather than trample them down as
he climbs to higher prosperity. Iftheir cheap labor
is objectionable he may want to raise it gradually
to his own level, and he will thus enable them to
buy the goods he makes. He may want to -visit the
beautiful island himself, and to be received as a
friend and benefactor by happy Americans, not as
an enemy and oppressor by miserable foreigners.
On the whole, the "wageworker" will certainly
think twice before he stands up to be counted
against free trade with Puerto Rico; nor will he
be frightened at the mention of Cuba and the
Philippines.- He can trust himself to cross that
bridge when he comes to it. Moreover, there are
many other? than workingraen who. like the writer,
hay*> stood by protection to American labor through
thick and thin, but who could not follow it "into
the ground" should any wir.sr of the Republican
party insist upon running it there. Protection run
mad" may endanger itself more than' does free
trade.

FREE TRADE WITH PUERTO RICO.

AX ORDER FOR OXE WUTfDttED CAB*.
It was announced yesterday that Cyrus Field

Judson, the president of the General Carriage Com-
pany, has decided *8 place «n order for one hun-
dred cabs for Immediate delivery. It la under-
stood that the flrit in«taimeiit cf tA«*« carrWjtos
willbe delivered thli week.

AMOUNT TO BE ASKED FOR NOT DECIDED—UN-

CERTAINTY AS TO WHEN THE WORK

MUST BE COMFLETED.

Albany, Jan. 0 (Special).— The State Tax Com-
missioners have been pondering for two or. three
weeks over the important question of the amount

of money they :.culd ask of the Legislature to
carry on the work of their department in enforcing

the Franchise Tax act. This week, it is presumed,

they willbe able to determine whether they shall
ask for J60.000 or for $100,000.

The Tax Commissioners know that they have a
large amount of labor before them If they are to
appraise thoroughly the value of the property of
the hundreds of corporations in the State subject
to the tax and yet they are aware that It may
be difficult to convince the Legislature of the mag-
nitude of their task. Shall they be candid with
the Legislature and ask frankly for the amount of
money which they think necessary for their use
if they are to accomplish their work? This is one
of the questions which the Tax Commissioners ask
themselves.

Another important matter whl<-h may trouble the
Tax Commissioners until It is settled In the courts

Is that of the time within which the appraisement
of the property of corporations in New- York must
be completed J. Newton Fiero, counsel Of the
Commission, thinks that rhe laws of the State do
not require the completion of this appraisement be-
fore May 1. Other lawyers hold that It should be
completed before Monday. January

-
What la

clear finally in all this contention Is that the Legis-
lature of lS&ft which passed the Franchise Tax act,
in appropriating or.iy Slu.uOO for its enforcement
appropriate.. a scandalously small amount of money

for this purpose, an-i therefore the suspicion can
reasonably be entertained that various persona did
not wish "to see it enforced. If by any error in
the Interpretation of the laws the time for the legal
appraisement of the value cf corporation property
In New-York should have passed, then there will be
additional reason for criticism of the Legislature
of 18!>f» for not making sufficient appropriation for
the enforcement of th« act.

MOVE! FOR STATE TAX COMMIt

Ex-Senator Edward Murphy, jr., has been in

the city a few days and has been talking with
Tammany leaders as to the advisability of giving
support to the Governor in the effort to get rid of
Mr. Payn. Mr. Murphy, it is understood, wants

to strike another blow at ex-Governor Black by

helping to turn Mr.Payn out of office. Mr. Croker
has been friendly to Mr. Payn, but several of the
Tammany leaders are believed to be ready to take
Mr. Murphy's advice and urge Democratic State
Senators to vote for the confirmation of Mr.
Payn's successor.

TAMMANY LEADERS MAY GET VOTES IN THE

SENATE FOR PAY;- SUCCESSOR.

Republican politicians In this city are not of one
opinion as to the probability of Louis F. Payn's

success in keeping the office of State Superin-
tendent of Insurance. Frederick S. Glbbs and
other leaders in the Republican organization have
declared their belief that Governor Roosevelt will

have his way. and that a man nominated by him
as successor to Mr. Payn willbe confirmed by the
State Senate. Other Republicans in the city who

are friendly to Mr.Payn declare that Mr.Payn has
the pledged support of so many of the State Sen-
ators that he willbe kept in office through failure
to confirm his successor.

DEMOCRAT > MAY HELP GOTERXOR

ATTEMPT TO UNITE ALX. ELEMENTS OF OPPOSI-

TION TO REPUBLICANS.
Washington, Jan. 9.— A well attended caucus of

the Democratic House at Representatives was he'd
to-night. Mr. Newlands. of Nevada. of the Silver
party, was present by invitation of Mr. Richard-
son, the Democratic floor leader, for the purpose of
presenting- a plan for united action by all the ele-
ments opposed • -• the Republican organization.

The actual business transacted by the caucus was
confined to the adoption of a resolution for the
appointment of the usual committee of or- mem-
ber from each State, to look after Congressional
elections, and the selection of Messrs. Underwood,

of Alabama and Eppes. of Virginia, as whips for

the arrpr.sr?m°nts of pairs.
Mr. Xewlands sp^ke at considerable length con-

cerning the unification of the elements opposed to

the political party now in power Inparticular he
suggested an advisory committee of on* member
from each State, the choice to be made from Demo-
crats. Populists. Silver Republicans. Silver Inde-
pendents, and, in fact, all the elements opposing the
Republican party. The purpose of thi; committee,

ir was explained, would h» to formulate a policy on
the more important Dublic questions, and thus se-
cure the advantage of united action.

The chief interest of the evening centred in a
resolution effered by Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana,
with a view to securing- a "steering committee,"

which would have the power to formulate the
Democratic policy on important questions of legis-
lation.

The resolution met with considerable favor, but
some of the influential members urged him not to
press the matter for the present, and he consent.-d
to withdraw it until later.

BOCBE DEMOCRAT* IX CAI

PRO-BOER RESOLUTION APPROVED.
Mayor Van Wyck yesterday approved the resolu-

tions adopted by the Municipal Assembly express-
ing sympathy with the Boers in tne South African
war. The resolutions condemn the "invasion" of
England, which is referred to as "the same com-
mon enemy." and the war is characterized as a
repetition of "'the struggle which our forefathers
underwent at the dawn of the nineteenth century."

UNITED STATES ACTING ALONE.
Washington. Jan. 9.—lt is said here on author-

ity that the United States Government is not co-
operating with Germany or any other Govern-
ment in representations to the British

•
I

ment respecting the seizure of goods destined
for Portuguese East Africa. Moreover, this Gov-
ernment does not contemplate any such co-op-
eration. The difference between the cases of the
seized German vessels and the seizures of Amer-

ican goods, the latter in British vessels. Is
cided that the same principles wouid have no
application. So it is the determination of the
Department to conduct Its negotiations on this
point single handed, and that is now being

done. Ambassador Choate at London is in daily

communication with the Foreign Office, as well

as with the Department of State, on this sub-
ject. The negotiations are now in that phase
where both sides are endeavoring to develop
facts respecting the seizures, and the final an-
swer of the British Government to the repre-

•:ins made last week is not expected for
several days.

especially with a purpose to mediate between
the belligerents in South Africa. As a matter
of fact, Mr. Davis went to South Africa solely
for his health, seizing the opportunity to pay
a visit to United States Consul General Stowe.
at Cape Town, who is his near relative. Un-
fortunately, he gave some foundation for the
rumor referred to by projecting a journey to
Pretoria in company with Mr. Stowe. but this
trip was abandoned as soon as it appeared that
Its purpose might be misconstrued.

MACRUM MAKES NO EXPLANATION.

LETTERS FROM THE FORMER CONSUL. AT

PRETORIA—WEBSTER DAVIS'S TRIP.

Washington. Jan. 9.—Mail advices are Just
coming to hand from Consul Macrum. explain-

ing in detail the situation in Pretoria it the
outbreak of the war and his own eosttfi re-
specting the representation of British interests

in the Transvaal. It appears from these that

Mr. Maerum was placed under a technical lim-

itation in the exercise of his functions by the

Boer Government, and while he was permitted

to disburse the funds sent him by the British
Government for the comfort of the British pris-

oners In Pretoria, he did so under the distinct
stipulation that he was acting unofficially. Pos-
sibly the motive of the Boer Government m re-
fusing to allow the American Consul to act offi-
cially was a desire to force the British Govern-
ment into some official recognition of the status

of the South African republics. There is noth-
ing in Mr. Macrum's report to throw the faint-
est light upon his inexplicable action in leaving

his pest in the middle of the war.
The State Department has heard Indirectly

from Webster Davis, Assistant Secretary of the
Interior. Mr. Davis is now at Cape Town, and
his appearance at that place gave rise to all
sorts of rumors to the effect that he was
charged with soms weighty diplomatic mission.

That the treatment accorded to the efforts of

the United States representative, who is pre-

sumed to maintain his strict neutrality, causes
chagrin to this Government is undeniable. The
good offices exercised in behalf of the Prussians

at Paris by Minister Washburne and for the

French at Berlin by Minister Bancroft were

above the suspicion of either belligerent, and
what they accomplished was of inestimable
value to the civilized world.

When China and Japan fought each welcomed
the assumption of responsibility in the other's
territory by American diplomatic and consular
officials, and in the recent war with Spain the
impartial devotion shown by British officials
on both Eides mitigated many of the horrors of
conflict, especially at. Santiago de Cuba. It Is
possible that the long residence of Consul Hol-
lis in British Africa may be at the bottom of
the Boer attitude. He lived for some time in
Cape Town, where his father was consul, and
in the last ten years has held consular positions

at Durban. Mozambique and Lourenco Marques.

Whether there willbe any modification of this

attitude when Consul Hay reaches his post at

Pretoria about the last of this month is prob-
lematical, but in the mean time no question of

the Boers' conduct of the affair is likely to come
to an issue.

BOEBS APPARENTLY NOT ALLOWINGHIMTO

REPRESENT BRITISH INTERESTS

Washington. Jan. 9 < Special'!.— The State De-
partment has no in indicating that

Els, at Pretoria, is receiving from the

Boer Government any more recognition as rep-
resentative of B- rests than was vouch-
safed to Consul Macrum before he abandoned
his post. No dispatches on the subject have
beer, received from him. nor has the British
Government made formal complaint that it is

not receiving the intelligence it desired from Mr._ the names and condition of
prisoners confined at Prz-tona. but in the ab-
sence of definite knowledge, the State Depart-

ment officials are disposed to believe that Presi-

dent Kriiger does not intend to permit the

United States Consul to represent any other in-
terests than those of a strictly American com-
mercial character.

STATUS OF CONSUL HOLLIS.

'
THE GENERAL RELEASED.

Aden. Jan. 9.
—

The Imperial German mail
steamer General, detained here by the British

authorities since January 4 on suspicion of hav-
ing contraband of war on board, has been re-
leased. After her cargo had been examined it
was found that she only had a few chemicals

and axletrees on board. Nothing else was dis-

closed. A quantity of Trieste flour, brought by

a Lloyds steamer, supposed to be bound for the
Transvaal, has been held pending the decision

of a prize court.

A DUTCH CRUISER FIRED ON.
London, Jan. 9.

—
It is announced in a special

tea from Amsterdam to-day that a

credited rumor is current there that a British
cruiser has fired upon the Dutch cruiser Fries-
land, near Delagoa Bay. and that a Dutch offi-

cer was killed.

ONE OF THE STEAMER? HELD.
Durban. Jan. 9

—
The seized German steamer

Herzog has been handed over to the prize

court. The Portuguese Governor of Zambesia
was among: her passengers. The British naval
authorities have offered to him a ship to convey

him to Delagoa Bay. The steamer Bundesrath

is discharging cargr

EXPECTATION THAT GREAT BRITAIN
WILL CONCILIATE AMERICA

AND GERMANY.
London. Jan. —There Is every indication that

Great Britain is showing the most friendly con-
sideration to the representations of the Ger-
man and American Ambassadors, and that the
present difficulties will be settled in the most
amicable manner. As previously set forth in
these dispatches, it is expected that th» Ameri-
can flour will speedily be released. The status
of the Bundesrath is not yet fully settled, but
Germany's representatives believe Great Britain
•will give satisfaction for any delay occasioned
to a legitimate cargo.

Both the United States and German Embassies
are now anxious to obtain a British declaration
in regard to the treatment of neutral ships here-after, and it is believed that they exchanged
views on the subject. .

KAISER WANTS LARGER NAVY.
Stuttgart, Jan Emperor William, telegraph-

ing his thanks to the King of Wurtemburg for
assuming the patronage of the Wurtemburg
committee of the Navy League, says:
Ihope the events of the last few days will

have convinced the ever widening circles that
not only Germany's interests but Germany's
honor must be protected on distant seas, and to
this end Germany must be strong and powerful
on the seas also.

ENGLAND'S ANSWER TO GERMANY.
LORD SALISBURY'S MESSAGE DEEMED UN-

SATISFACTORY.
Berlin, Jan. 9.—The seizures of German ves-

sels by British warships are still uppermost in
the public opinion of Germany. Emperor Will-
iam confers daily, and sometimes twice in the
day, with the Foreign Secretary, Count Yon
Billow regarding the situation, which was de-
scribed this afternoon by a well informed official
as "most serious." The first British official re-
ply to Germany's request for an explanation ar-
rived to-day from Lord Salisbury, but is deemed
unsatisfactory, although the Foreign Office ad-
mits that the tone of the British answer is con-
ciliatory, and that its argument is plausible
from the British point of view.

GROUND OF BRITISH CONTENTION.
London, Jan. 10.—"The Daily Graphic" makes

the following statement regarding the seizures of
German vessels by British warships:

Germany has addressed two notes to the Brit-
ish Foreign Office challenging Great Britain's
right to detain any vessels travelling- between
two neutral ports. These notes have been duly
answered.
The Queen's Government find themselves wholly

unable to acquiesce in Germany's contention.
Germany cited a case In support of her conten-
tion, but on examination this so called prece-
dent proved to be Inapplicable to the seizures
under discussion.

The correspondence between the two govern-
ments rests there pending a decision by the
prize court.

SEIZURES AT DELAGOA.

Articles in Silver from THE

GORHAM COMPANY, Silversmiths, make

the handsomest and most distinguished Wed-
ding Presents.

Let it be remembered that each and every

article of Silver is a distinct

creation, of which there is no duplicate.
While the great success of these articles of
the silversmith's craft has led others to apply
the term "MARTELE" to ordinary silver.vare,

patrons should know that such productions are

not correctly so termed.

Products in Silver f&artelc of THE
GORHAM COMPANY, designed ai

wrought by artists especially trained in their
school, appeal to those who appreciate a high
sense of beauty in articles of utility, each
article representing original thought and ar-

tistic handicraft
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