
SUPERVISORS IN A RUNAWAY.

CAPTAIN HOI.MFELD. OF DENMARK. HAS A TALK

WITH SECRETARY HAT.

Washington, Jan. 17.—Captain Christmas Dlrk-
nlch Holmfeld. of Denmark, called at the State
Department to-day to discuss with Secretary Hay
the proposition to Bell the Danish West Indies to
the United States. The officer had no credential*
and did not appear in a representative capacity.
He said that he had studied the subject for many
years, and could claim to be an expert. Therefore,
he appeared only to supply any information the
Department of State might desire on the subject
of the Danish Islands. Secretary Hay thanked
Captain Holmfeld, and promised that the Depart-
ment would avail Itself of his offer if at any time
Ithad occasion to look for Information.

SALE OF DAXISH WEST IXMES DISCUSSED

CONVENTIONS BEING NEGOTIATED FOR

THE RESUMPTION OF NORMAL

RELATIONS.

Madrid. Jan. 17.
—

In the Senate to-day, the
Premier, Sefior Silvela, announced that negoti-

ations were In progress with the United States
for the conclusion of a treaty of peace and
friendship, and also a treaty providing for ex-
tradition and the resumption of normal rela-
tions. He added that preliminary steps had al-
ready been taken with a view to the conclusion
of a commercial treaty.

TREATIES WITH SPA IX.

ern boundary as may be needed to effect the ob-
Jectß intended to be accomplished.

The Commission further says that If the State
takes the land along the bane of the cliffs and
makes the land above Inaccessible to the river. It
will not be necessary to purchase any land on the
plateau for the present at least. The Commission,
moreover, thinks If the river front and possible
riparian rights be condemned alone, thereby
cutting off the rock s!ope and cliff from the
river, appraisers will probably give to the owners
the full value of both, since the peculiar value of
rock property would thereby be destroyed. This
would not be the case If the cliff face and rock
slope should alone be cendemned, as the water-
front would still retain its full value as a basis
for the possible acquisition of riparian grants.
It la submitted also that the State should ac-

quire a further narrow strip extending northward
from the northern limit of the Palisades proper
along or near the river to connect with the river
road at Plermont. whereby the park to be consti-
tuted between the Palisades and the river may be
made accessible from Nyack and the surrounding
section.

The report say.s that the strip of land from Fort
Lee to the end of the Palisades is about thirteen
and a half miles and comprises 737 acres, a
fair estimate of the value of which is placed at

1260,000. The Commission suggests that a compe-
tent «'ommission may make the reservation self-
supporting by fhe sale of the valuable, franchises
for ferry purposes, the erection of roadhouses for
which rentals can be had; boat clubs, now being
crowded out of New-York City, will have to cross
over, and will be another source of revenue, and
other sources which may develop from time to
time. The Commission adds:
It seems desirable to point out the greater attrac-

tiveness that would be given to a p;irk strip be-
tween the cliffs and the river by adding thereto a
Utrip of limited width or isolated sections of park
land on top of the cliffs whereby the public might
have free access to a spot of so great natural
beauty. There are to-day but two points where
the public may now have access to the edge of the
cllfTs. i.c.. the t.nd of Palisade-aye., it Kngiewood,
and the Ruchman Road, übove Alpine.

THE HOUSE MEASURE RADICALLYAMENDED

BY THE SENATE COMMITTEE.

Washington. Jan. IT.—The amendments made yes-
terday by the Senate Committee on Interoceanfe

Canals to the House Nicaragua Canal bill have

been printed and circulated in the Senate. The

amendments prove to be more radical than was at

first announced by the members of the committee.

The language Is practically changed throughout,

and several of the House provisions are omitted.

The most Important omissions are the provisions

which are made in the House bill for the abrogation

of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty and fcr the purchase

of existing concessions from Nicaragua and Cost*
Rica, the latter provision in the House measure
carrying an appropriation of $5.u00.u00. The Senate
bill also removes many of the limitations of the

House bill as to persons to be employed In the pro-
posed work. The provision for v Commission to act

with the Secretary of War is eliminated. Tne Sei»-
ate committee alao makes speciiie provision that
the canal shall be of sufficient size to accommodate
vessels of the largest tonnage, and It increased the
appropriation from 1130.000,000 to H40.000.000.

NICARAGUA CANAL BILLS.

Mr. Witter declared that he would give his time

to the.se measures.
"What!" exclaimed Mr. Harburger. "did the

gentleman say he would take his time for it?"
"He said he would be glad to take ample time in

deliberating over your bills, Mi# Harburger," re-
plied the Chair, at which a general laugh ran
around the chamber, and Mr. Harburger sat down
not looking overpleased with the result of his

After the Introduction of a number*of bills an
adjournment was taken until to-morrow at 11 a. m.

Mr. Green, of New-York, then corroborated the

statement of Dr. Barnes.
At this oolnt Mr. Gale; of Queens, got the floor

and delivered himself of the following:

Iam serious In this matter. While we are under
this head an.l are talking about newspapers for
which gentlemen. Ihave a great deal °f respect).
Iwant to sneak of an article which appeared this
morning in the sporting paper-no. not The _V\ar
Cry

"
No lam serious, gentlemen. This article

went on to elaborate on a bill which I«ntroduced
yesterday. It said that several of my friends had
been burled, and we found that they were dead.
(Laughter.) It went on to say that my bill pro-
vides for red fire and blue lights and a
band to play over the grave of the deceased,

so as to let everybody know that he Is
not dead. Now. I an very se-ious about this. I
think that the newspaper men «hou.d be more
careful how they report such bills. <VauK.nte.rra>
My bill does not provide for red lire or blue lights;

It merely provides that a bell .should ring when
the man turns over in his grave. Now. Iobject to

the articles, but Iam in favor of the Boers.

It was then the turn of Mr. Harburger. of New-
York, who obtained recognition, to say:

Iwant Mr. Tloga Witter to wake up. He Is
chairman of the Committee on Electricity. Gas and
Water Supply. Iwant him to wake up and get

his committee to work. Iwant It to consider
some very important gas bills which Ihave In-
troduced.

sJ^J^w to.2Sßg£^s&K
lature of the Empire State was the Proper _place
to discuss lt. (Cries of •'Good!" ffon» **}* cm

Ke
cratlc members, followed by applauge from the
Republicans.) Therefore. Mr. Speaker I*»•«?*!}£
gentlemen to delay the offering of the r'«olr'«ol 1

m
n

until Icould consult with some of the older mem-
bers of the minority.

MR. GALE PROTESTS AGAINST MISREPRE-
SENTATION OF HIS LIFE SAY-

Im1 DEVICE.
Albany. Jan. 17 (Special) -A personal explanation

made In the Assembly thl*morning by i>r. Barnes,

the leader of the minority, furnished the occasion

for a unique If not eloquent protest against the

liberties taken by the press In discussing tbe b.iw

and views of some of the State's Solons. There
had been considerable dissatisfaction manifested
among the Tammany contingent over a published

statement a* to Dr. Barne*'* attitude on the war

In South Africa, by which he was made to say

that he was In sympathy with the English, and

therefore opposed to a pro-boer resolution This
statement el the case Dr. Barnes declared to be

fulse. He continued:

ITOf RED FIRE. BT'T A BELL.

A NEW RAILWAYIN CHINA

Continued from first page.

ACROSS THE TUGELA.

Continued from first pagf.

The Commission says It is as important to pre-
vent the upbuilding of the west shore In such a
way as to prevent the destruction of the Palisades
proper, since it will be incompatible with the pro-

posed park to have it partially occupied by fac-
tories, warehouses, homes of operatives, etc. It is

also the opinion that the Industries which have
already secured a foothold along the Palisades sec-
tion of the Hudson River are certainly destined, if
unchecked, to a great extension and development

in the near future, and that such extension and de-

velopment are certain to destroy the scenic beauty

of the western shore oi the Hudson.

. RECOMMEND A.TIONS MADE.

The recommendations of the Commission are as

follows:
The condemnation of the tract proposed for a

park and the turning of it Into a State park.

The prompt passing of an act forbidding the

further granting of riparian rights In the limits

of the proposed park, and providing for the ac-
quisition by the State of the land between the

edge of the cliffs and low water mark in the

river or so much thereof as may be necessary

to prevent the further destruction of the Palisades

and^ defacement of scenic effects, for use as a
P

To
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r
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k
o the Commissioners under such an act

considerable latitude of Judgment as to what lands

should be taken within prescribed limits. ,
\u25a0 In regard to the lands under consideration the
Commission says it is of the opinion that he
renort is limited to the tract of land extending

from Fort Lee on the south, to Plermontvon the
north, the Hudson on the east, and such west-

In referring to the destruction of the Palisades
the report says that the recent general adoption of
asphalt paving in New-York and the great exten-

sion of steel buildings requiring concrete founda-
tions and the general Improvement of country roads
by macadamizing have caused an Increasing de-
mand for crushed rock, which Is largely supplied by
the quarries of the Palisades. The stone is so easily

quarried that the operation of getting Itout Is ex-
tremely profitable, and the quarrymen are making

strenuous efforts to buy the holdings of persons
along the entire length. They have great gangs
working day and night, and the Commission fears
that the section above Fort Lee will become as
badly mutilated as the section near Bull's Kerry,

which has already been despoiled.

DAMAGE TO THE SCENERY.

The report further says that still greater damage
is done to the scenery "by fillingIn land under
water and the erection of piers and factories." The
western shore of the Hudson, by reason of the
shallow water, lends Itself to this project, and fac-
tories, warehouses and piers for commerce are
rapidly being erected. This has naturally confined
itself nearest the city, but Fort Lee ferry landing,
opposite One-hundred-and-twenty-flfth-st., Is al-
ready given over almost entirely to such occupa-
tion.

The combined report is divided into two sections.
One treata of "The Means and Extent of Detach-
ment of Palisades" and the other "The Means by

Which Further Destruction and Detachment May
Be Prevented."

The combined report of the Now-York and New-
Jersey Commissions for the Preservation of the
PalisAdeH was submitted to Governor Roosevelt
yesterday. The New-York Commission was named
by the Society for Preservation of Scenic and His-
torical Objects, of which Andrew H. Green Is presi-

dent. In June
%

l«.st Governor Roosevelt suggested
in a letter sent to M». Green the appointment of
such a committee to ce-operate with the New-Jer-
sey one, and the Governor's suggestion was
adopted.

The members of the New-York Commission are
Frederick W. Boyce, Andrew H. Green, Frederick
S. Lamb, George K. Kunz, Edward Payson Cone
and Colonel A. Hills, and the New-Jeraey Com-
mission consists of Franklin Hopkins, Elizabeth B.
Vermilye, Mrs. John Holland, S. Woods McClave
and W. A. Linn.

PARK SUGGESTED THAT MIGHT BE MADE

SELF-SUPPORTING
—SECURING

RIPARIAN RIGHTS.

* •re more pipes downtown to make trouble for th«
contractor. These must be moved. Uptown the

\u25a0 pSpe,s are mostly on the sides of the streets, and
\u25a0wiu.not be In the way. In the wide streets the work
can! be done from above, which wIU be easier than

: tunnelling, and there are better facilities for wharf-
age, where the dirt excavated can be loaded into
lighters nd carried off. . \u25a0 • r..... -.-
.Bet this is not a full solution of the rapid transit

.problem. The number of "strap hangers between
here and the Harlem willnot be diminished by one.
The city will grow with the added transit facili-
ties; Just, as Italways, hap done, and there will
<is many to ride on this new road as there willbe
rid*on. the old roads. ItIs true that this new road
Nrlllbe able to carry more passengers than the ele-

» vst« d roads, but there willbe more people to carry.
The elevated roads are limited to five train cars.
Jn the tunnel we may run as many cars to a train
6* we like, 'because there will be nothing to give

• "way under their weight:
-

The!cars will be bigger
and the trains will be more frequent. The .trains
In the tunnel can run on forty-five seconds* head-... way for the locals, and about two minutes for the
express trains. There are no grade crossings nor
twitches to interfere with their movements. This
\u25a0will be but the advance guard of the coming; exten-
sion to South Ferry, and when that has come, and
perhaps before.' there will be tunnels under the
East River to connect with Brooklyn and Staten
Island. ....

LOOKS FOR BIG EARNINGS.
All the work will be under my direct supervision.

% will,of course,' devote my entire time to It. and
•will; have a large \u25a0 corps of assistants. We are
obliged to Inspect carefully all the work .that, is

E done and report to the Board.' Iconsider that the
road will earn as much at least as the Manhattan
TUilroad. whose income 14 between $10,000,000 and
ni.000.000. Electricity will probably be the motive. power, but the contract allows any other power
\u25a0which does not involve combustion. The tunnel
*ilibe self-ventilating., the openings at the stations
P-nd the draughts caused by the moving trains being
belied upon to keep the air fresh.

i,'!'.;"\u25a0'. COLER .FEELS JUBILANT.' ~".U I
;£~. Controller Coler. who naturally takes some credit

to himself for bringing about the separation of the
city from the county debts, which placed the debt
Incurring capacity of the city at .a figure which'made rapid transit possible, said:

This Is a good thing for the city, because it fur-
nishes better facilities for reaching the upper dis-

tricts. This will necessarily make an Increase in
the population, and all this adds to the prestige and•wealth of the city. But it is only a starter— Just a

-email beginning. Probably before this rapid transit
tunnel has been built there willbe tunnels in prog-
ress under the East River, from the Postofflce to
the Battery, and a tunnel connection with Staten
Island. These «re things 'that "must" come, and this
tunnel is but the forerunner. The city Is able to
Issue the bonds necessary for the payment for the
\u25a0work of the rapid transit tunnel only in confe-.<juence of the separation of the city debt from that
of the county. Had this not been, done, the work
that will be started within the.'next month could
not have been done. 1 willissue the bonds it is

, necessary. When the contractor shows me that he
is entitled to money, bonds will be- issued in the
proportions necessary- The contractor, may have
W*.money in any amounts that he may desire, so
long as he Is entitled to the money. Jf he wants
money at the rate of $100,000 a day he may have it.'He cannot ask for the whole amount any' too soon
to please me. Iam perfectly satisfied with the
ability of the contractor to meet his obligations,
both as to the necessary bonds and the work.
"When. the city has hie bonds, it is safe. Iexpect
that the first issue of the city bonds will be. made*
srlthln three months

—
perhaps -sooner. I- had to

\u25a0work hard to Impress on the people the necessity
for having the debt amendment passed. It- willbe
remembered that Idid not get much encourage-
ment from some of the political leaders, for, al-
though they did not come out openly against it,
Th#y did not give it the benefit of their assistance.
That amendment added J30.000.000 to the debt in-
curring capacity of the city, and this amount, with
Premiums, is just what the road will cost. Natu-
rally,Itake considerable credit for the passage of
that amendment, and Ithink that to that is due
the present advanced stage of rapid transit.

CONTRACTOR PAYS INTEREST. ,
By the terms of the contract the contractor

|nust pay the interest on the city bonds to the
bondholders. This willbe at the rate of 3% or
4 per cent. Inaddition, he must pay 1 per cent
on the bonds to the city to form a sinking fund,
Which will eventually pay for the road. While
the contract price calls for $35,000,600, It is con-
fidently expected that the city willnot be obliged
to issue more than $30,000,000 of bonds, as the
premium at which they will.be sold to investors
will net the other ?r»,000,000.

Corpora Counsel Whalen started for Al-
bany yesterday to attend Governor Roosevelt's
deception. Before going, Mr. Whalen said he
Was very much pleased v.lth the outcome of the
rapid transit contract, adding: • - • • "

Iknow Mr.McDonald -well, and have talked with
Mm about the building of the road. While Iam
not atirberty to discuss his plans, Ithink Ican
*ay that the road will be begun not later than
February 15. Mr. McDonald has had large experi-
ence on large contracts. He Is an expert on steel
and other buildingmaterials. He Is,besides, a man
of considerable executive ability, and Ithink a
better man could not have got the contract. • There
is no doubt that the work of construction willbe
pushed to a rapid completion..
Ithas not been determined, who will break

ground or dig the first shovelful of earth for the
beginning of the underground road. Mayor Van
Wyck, it is expected, willbe invited to do so by
Mr. McDonald. In the event of the Mayor's
declining, either Controller Coler or Corporation
Counsel Whalen will be asked, it.was said yes-,
aerday. , ...,-•: -v \u25a0-.-:.:

-..-_.: ...
OTHER ROADS NOT AFRAID.

At the main office of the Metropolitan Street
Railway Company it was said yesterday that
the company would not seek to sublet from
Mr. McDonald the contract for the .operation
of the underground railroad. The members of
the company did not want it. but were glad the
road was to be built, as it would benefit them
greatly by taking off their hands the long
distance passengers, in whom there was no
profit, but rather a loss. One who is high up in
the councils of the Third-aye. railway said the
same thing for that road; but both seemed to
think the buildingof the tunnel would have a
bad effect on the elevated road.

At the office of the Manhattan Railway Com-
pany, however, no apprehension of that kind
•would be admitted for a moment. The officials
there expect to have their own road equipped
•with electric motors within fifteen months, they
say, and they profess to believe that enough
New-Yorkers will always prefer riding in the
open to ridingin a tunnel to keep the company's
profits where they are now at least.

Many people think that Mr. McDonald would
have no difficulty in subletting the operation
of the road to either the Metropolitan or the
Third-aye. people on favorable terms, and others
say that the denials of those companies that
they want the road is only "good business," for
naturally they don't want to pay Mr. McDonald
any more for the privilege than they can help.

COMMISSIONS' REPORT UfMxEfl THE

NEED OF HASTE.

TO SAVE THE PALISADES.

"WHY THK METROPOLIS COMPANY DID
NOT BID.

An explanation was published yesterday of the
reason why the Metropolis Construction Company
made no bid for the rapid transit contract, although
It had rcpeatediy announced that it woull do so.
Jt is aJlegf-d that at the last moment David L.
Hough, a. Tammany politician and contractor, who
formed one of the syndicate, and who had promised
to add his certified check for $30,(X1G to four others
for a like amount, in order to make up the 1150.000
which had to se ompany the bid, decided to with-
draw. It was then too late for Frederick B. Ksler,
\u25a0wno was m;inaping tho syndicate, to procure
another $30,000 check bef..re the bide were opened.
He appealed to the Commissioners for further
time, hut in vain. It is said the hid of the Metrop-
olis Company was to be $33.800, 0u0. Mr. Hough is
quoted as saying the reason why he did not put up
a certified check for $30,000 was because a certain
financier, whose :..<ni.- lie d jt-s not give, tiut who,
he wa» assured, would join the Metropolis syndi-
cate, did not appear at the* meetinp of the Board.

DESPERATE NATURE OF THE FIGHTING ON

JANUARY 6.

London, Jan. 18.
—

"The Standard" publishes
the following dispatch from Ladysmith, dated
January 6, by way of Frere, January 17:

The enemy to-day male a determined effort to
capture two positions, Caesar's Camp and Wagon
Hill. The latter is a lofty eminence to the south-
west, possession of which would have brought
them within rifle range of the town. Caesar's
Camp was held by the Ist Battalion of the
Manchester Regiment.

The position was separated from that of the
Boers by a rocky ravine. In the early hours of
the morning, under cover of darkness, the
Heidelberg Commando succeeded in evading our
pickets, making their way through the thorn
brush and reaching the foot of the slope at 2:30
o'clock. The alarm was raised by our sentries,
but before the full extent of the danger could
be realized the outlyingsangars had been rushed
and their defenders slain.

On hearing the firing, two companies of the
Gordon Highlanders went to the assistance of
the Manchester?. At first it was thought that
the Boers were concentrating on the southern
slope, where they had already secured a footing
on the plateau. Here, however, their advance
was checked by the steady volleys of our infan-
try and the deadly fire of an automatic gun.

Lieutenant Hunt-Grubbe went out to see if
any aid were needed by the troops stationed on
the ridge near the town. He was not aware
that the enemy had already captured the breast-
works, and called out to the sergeant. He re-
ceived the reply "Here Iam, sir," and then he
suddenly disappeared from sight. Captain Car-
negie, suspecting a ruse, ordered the Gordons to
fire a volley and to charge. The enemy there-
upon fell back precipitately, leaving behind
them the officer whom they had captured with
bo much presence of mind. The lieutenant was
quite unhurt.

- •
•.-

It was now evident that the camp was being
assailed on the left flank and on the front. By
daybreak reinforcements of Gordon Highlanders
and of the rifle brigade had been hurried up to
the fighting line. Lieutenant-Colonel Dick-
Cunyngham. who was leading the Gordons out
of camp, fell mortally wounded, being hit by a
stray bullet while still close to the town. The53d Battery of Field Artillery, under Major
Abdy, crossed the KlipRiver and shelled the
ridge and reverse slope of the front position,
where the enemy were lying among the thorn
bushes. The shrapnel which flew over our
heads did terrible execution. Iteffectually held
the Boers In check, and rendered It Impossible
for them to send reinforcements to their men
through the ravine.

The enemy fought throughout with the most
stubborn courage, being evidently determinedto take the camp or die in the attempt. Their0-inch gun on Umbulwana Mountain and its
smaller satellites threw more than a hundredshells at Abdy's Battery and at the troops on
the hill. Our troops, however, were not lessgallant and resolved, and the enemy was pressed
back step by step until at length those whowere left broke and fled in utter disorder

A terrific storm of rain and hall, accompanied
by,peals of thunder, had burst over the campduring the fighting. 'This served to swell thestreams into raging torrents. In their efforts toescape numbers of the enemy flung themselves
into the current and were swept away Thestruggle in this part of the field was now endedand the finale was a terrific fusillade all along
the line, the crash of which almost drowned theincessant thunder above.

Meanwhile a more exciting contest was inprogress In the direction of Wagon Hill. At '2o'clock a storming party, furnished by the Har-
rismlth commando, crept slowly and cautiously
along a donga in the valley which divides our
posts from their camp. A few well aimed rifleshots, killed our pickets. Taking advantage of
every inch of cover, the Boers then gradually
reached the crest of the heights. Here a body
of Light Horse was posted, but they were forced
to retire before the advance of the Free Staters,
there being no breastworks for defence on the
M*e«t*rnshoulder of the hill. With little to Im-
pede, their progress the enemy soon came to an
emplacement, where they surprised workingpar-
ties of the Gordon Highlanders and tin- (>(>thRifles.

Lieutenant Dlgby Jones, of the Royal En-gineers,- collecting a handful of men, made agallant effort to hold the position, but the num-bers were against him, and after a stubborn re-sistance he was driven back and the enemy got
possession of the summit. Even then, howeverthe Free Staters were afraid to venture far or
to face the heavy fire from the sangar. Here itwas that Lieutenant Macnaughten and thirty of
the Gordons were captured, although not untilevery man among them wan wounded.

At 5 o'clock Colonel Edwards, with two squad-

THE ATTACK OX LADYSMITH.

The baby's coining -is often looked forward to ,
as a time of dread and danger. Many women are
physically unfit to become mothers. They are \u25a0

sick and
weak in a
'womanly
way and
may well
look

-
with

fear toward
the time of
maternity.
.Intelligent
preparation
for this time
is most es-
sential. An

athlete
"trains" for
months be-
fore his
trial. Most
women do not "train

"
at all and yet their trial ',

is to be many times as severe as the athlete's.
During the period of gestation every woman

should use every means to strengthen the organs
that are to be tried. They should be kept in per-
fect health. The faintest symptom of disorder or
disease should be promptly eliminated.

Dr. Pierces Favorite PreserigUoa is designed to

do this very thing—has iceifxJotng- itrjor-orer^
thirtyyears. It is the one sure -medicine far ail1]
female complaints. Itis the only medicine that ;

may be absolutely depended upon to practically i
abolish the pain and danger of childbirth. Itis !
the only preparation of its kind that is the iuvtu-
tion of a regularly. graduated physician

—
a skilled

and experienced specialist in the cure of diseases j
of women.

Mrs. Enieraos Allen, of Dorset. Ontario Co.. Ont.. writes:j
'•Iwas in very pour health lor a long time, elating from the !
birth of my little girl. J tried different doctor* and differ- j
ent medicines. Itook four bottles of

'
Favorite Prescrip- I

tion
'
and seem tobe perfectly well again." ' "

Dr. Piece's Pleasant Pellets are a perfect cure
for conetifatioa, /~: .-•;—:'.

creased to the highest tension by the six days-

silence, and not even the War Office knew what

was going on. Itwas not until a mounted scout
was sniped In the shoulder and an infantryman

was carried off by dysentery that Buller, as a

detail of red tape in reporting casualties,

promptly reopened communication with the

War Office, although he had leisure for sending

private dispatches. The Boers were aware that

there had been no fighting for several days,

and that the British forces were in a strong

position, but apparently it was not considered

safe to take either the War Office or the Eng-

lish people into the General's confidence.

MORE RUMORS FROM THE COAST.
There was no other news from Natal except

a casualty list from Ladysmith until a late

hour. There was the usual sheaf of rumors

from the coast that a battle was in progress
and that cannonading had been heard in the

direction of Springfield. The best explanation

of the situation which any expert was able to

offer last night of General Buller's delay in

forcing the passage of the river was that he
had sent Warren's column to the drift higher

np.the Tugela, while Clery's division was slowly

getting into position at Potgieter's and occupy-

ing the enemy's attention. The advantage of

this strategical plan would be that the enemy's

line would be turned before it could be extend-
ed indefinitely rrestward, and that the Dutch In

their new Intrenched position would be between

two British columns and exposed to a double

fire.
Lord Roberts'B bulletin yesterday confirmed

Reuters account of the repulse of the Dutch

attack upon French's advanced post. The Cen-
tral News and other correspondents provide

this morning's press with the details, showing

that the assault was made at an early hour
Monday and that the New-Zealand Rifles acted

with the greatest gallantry In supporting the

Yorkshire Company, and earned General
French's commendation the next day on parade.
The action of all colonial contingents during

the campaign has been so excellent that they

will without doubt play a great part In every

new scheme of Imperial defence. The British

staff has been slow to appreciate their value,

but knows it now and will never agaiit lose
Bight of them.-

Lord Roberts reported the situation un-

changed elsewhere, but "The Times" publishes
to-day a dispatch from Gatacre's column ex-
plaining that the Dutch force had been weak-

ened at Stormberg for the sake of reinforcing

Colesberg, and from Modder River there are
similar reports. A Dutch farmer has been ac-

quitted at Methuen's camp of the charge of

treason in signalling to the enemy.

Transvaal dispatches assert that Kimberley

has been nearly starved out and must soon fall.
A large number of wounded and invalided

men from Methuen's force arrived at Southamp-

ton yesterday. L N. F.

THROUGH THE BOER BACK DOOR.
London, Jan.

—
A correspondent of "The

Daily Mall" at LourenQo Marques says:
_2fUXneroy» foreigners arrive here In French

vessels. They entrain at a station outside the
townand- leave at a station before the Transvaal
Is reached. Then they walk across the border
and rejoin the train. Hundreds have passed
through in that way since the outbreak of the
a'ar~ _~

MX. VAN ALEX'S OFFER ACCEPTED.
"

London, Jan. 17.
—

J. J. Van Alen's offer to give

a field hospital section, to consist of three
wagons, twenty-five cots and twenty transport
animals, with all the appliances, has been ac-
cepted by the War Office. The section will be
called the American Section of the hospital to
which"ifIs attached. . ..

ETRURIA NOT TO SAIL SATURDAY.
The Cunard liner Etrurla. which is now In this

port, and was scheduled to sail from here for Liv-
erpool on Saturday, will not sail on that day. It
was rumored yesterday that she had been taken
by the British Government as a troopship. This
rumor could not be verified last night, as all In-
formation was refused at the Cunard Line pier, and
neither Vernon H. Brown, agent of th* line In
this city, nor any other officials of the company
could be seen. ItIs said that the Etruria Is under
orders to sail for Halifax or some nearby port
where she will take on board a large contingent of
ArAca'^itn^m. and th"*«" dlreCt fOr SS°ut*
TO AROUSE SYMPATHY FOR THE BOERS.

Among the passengers who arrived here fromAmsterdam yesterday on the Holland-America
liner Amsterdam waa Hernard Senten. who says

the Moer«
me tO "tlr "

l> poDuliir empathy for

THREE FIGHTERS SAILFOR SOUTH AFRICA.
The American Line steamship St. Paul, whichsailed for Southampton yesterday, carried threemen who are going to S->uth Africa. F. R. Burn-ham, who says he saw service with Lord RobertsIn India, said he was on his way to Join the latter

In \u25a0South Africa. Two other passengers bound forSouth Africa were Captain R. 8. Harris and nftBO? helix, of the Texas Rang«, r8 who say they acegoing to ret Into the "scrap." although they w«
not yet decided on which side they will fight.

COLONEL PLUMER REACHES MOCHI'DI.
Lourenco Marques, Jan. I.I).—A1

).—A dispatch by
way of Belra, dated Thursday, January 11. an-
nounces that Colonel Plum^r has arrived near
Mochudl, about one hundred miles north of
Mafeking, with a portion of his forces from
Tuli.

The enemy began a renewed and vigorous
bombardment on January 2, and deliberately
Bred six 9-pounder shells into the women'slaager, killinga little girl and wounding two
children. The strategical position is unchanged.< Colonel Raden-Powell sent a strong protest to
Commandant Snyman against shelling the
women's laager.

Two mules killed by a shell were eaten by the
Kaffirs.

BOERS FIRE ON WOMEN'S LAAGER.

THEY KILL A LITTLE GIRL AND WOUND
CHILDREN IX MAFEKING.

London. Jan. 17.
—

The following dispatch has
been received from Mafeking, under date of
January 3:

Rons ofLight Horse, arrived upon the scene, and
the 21st Battery of the Royal Field Artillery,
under Major Hewitt, came Into action, prevent-
ing the storming party being reinforced from
the Boer camp._ At the same time the 18th Hussars and the.r>th Lancers checked the movement from the
spruit on our right flank. Nevertheless, our
position at this point had become critical. Our
men had retired for cover behind the northern
slope, while the enemy had made their way Into
the pass dividing them from the hill. Major
Bowen rallied a few of the Rifles, but fell while
leading them to the charge. His example was
at once followed by Lieutenant Tod. but the
latter met the same fate.

The enemy were making good the footing they
had already secured in the emplacement, when
Major Miller Walnutt, calling the scattered
Gordons together, charged In and drove them
back. Having thus cleared the ground, he Joined
Lieutenant Dlgby Jones In a newly prepared
emplacement on the western shoulder.

A pause ensued for a time, but the Boers were
not yet finallybeaten. Taking advantage of the
storm now raging, they essayed to capture the
position by another rush. Three of their leadera
reached the parapet, but were shot down by
Lieutenant Digby Jones and Lieutenant Wal-
nutt, the latter also falling.

The renewed check effectually discouraged the
assailants, and the deadly duel was noW prac-
ticallyat an end. Nevertheless, small paries of
the braver spirits kept up a murderous fire on
our men from behind the rocks.

The moment had evidently arrived to strike
the final blow, and Colonel Park quickly issued
the necessary orders. Three companies of Dev-
onshlres. led by Captain Lafone. Lieutenant
Field and Lieutenant Masterson, made a brill-
iant charge across the open under a terrific fire
and fairly hurled the enemy down the hill at
the point of the bayonet. In the course of the
struggle Captain Lafone and Lieutenant Field
were killed and Lieutenant Masterson received
no fewer than ten wounds.

GLOBE ANDRVTQERB FIRE INSURANCE CO.
The Incorrect statement was published recently

that the Globe and Rutgers Fire Insurance Com-
pany had been pushed out of business as a result
»!tl£2?n

#.
heavy fire losses. The company has notretired from business.

;TESTING AN INVENTION BASED ON MARCONI'S
WIRELESS SYSTEM.

London. Jan. 17.—Lieutenant Commander J C
Colwell. United States Naval Attach* in London
witnessed to-day at Yoevll the test of an invention
offered to the United States Government for steer-ing torpedoes and submarine craft by means of a
wireless electrical device, on the lines of the Mar-
coni system The invention, however. Is in no way
connected with Slgnor Marconi. The patents are
held by Cecil Varlcas. an English Inventor, an em-
ploye of A. C. Hlgg*. United States Consular
Agent at Weym^uth. The experiments left no
doubt that craft can be directed by means of an
ether wave, the model being controlled by a shoremotor, with no other connection save the current
working upon the rudder, i'be Inventor claims
that this can be applied to torpedoes and subma-rine craft. After the test. Lieutenant Commander

who willmake a report on the subject to
the Navy Department, said:
'Ibelieve the experiments have fullyproved thepracticability of the theory, out a decisive opinion

cannot be risked until the Invention has actually
been applied to full sUed craft and submitted toaqueous atmospheric conditions. if. after that.!the principle to-day evinced in miniature shouldhold krood. then it may b* said that the day of thepresent torpedo has passed, and that the presentmethods of harbor defence are revolutionised

"

MAY fiTFER fOAMIMtM BY ETHER.

JAPAN MAY SEEK A QUARREL WITH RUSSIA.
That Japan will,perhaps within the next year

seek a quarrel with Russia is widely and conti-nently believed in the Far Bast. She has keptwarm her old grudare against the latter country hasa strong army in readlneas, and is now getting inthe last of her up to date and really tine new navalships. With J;t|.an it is a case of now or never-she cannot wait until Russia arrives at Port Arthurw-.th a completed railway, and beyond that time ifit comes, she sees no opening for national ex-pansion.

<-hfn
tO
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1?/''>n? rx!s.tirl* Japan and( hma, it is believed in Asia that these are nowvery cordial, the latter having in her distress andisolation turned instinctively to japan as her near-est ally in n geographical position Therehave been many sit;ns of dose communion betweenthe two nations, and th- modern Wise Men of theEast have found enough in this to was theirheads ov«r and to prognosticate upon
A present conflict wuh Japan might delay Rus-sia s map making In Asia another twenty-five years

here Indicated will be found to be at all times
actuated by zeal as well as diplomatic and business
capacity.

What you ask a-* to the political situation in
China generally opens too wide a field for discus-
sion in an interview. When Ileft Peking, some
six weeks ago, there waa little visible behind the
mysterious veil which always hangs about the
Court and the. "Forbidden City"; nothing more, ap-
parently, than a simmering down after the dra-
matic palace revolution of the year before, when
the Dowager Empress and the Conservative party
successfully headed off the plans of reform in-
augurated by the young Emperor, and sent Kang
Yu Wrl and the other heads of the reform move-
ment to flight, captivity or death.

There was evidence of the massing of native
troops here and there In North China, and of a
distinct improvement, at least In some quarters,
in the quality of their arms and discipline.
What was most feared among the native officials
was an increased and formidable demand on the
part of the French, arising out of their recentkillingof the two sous-officers of that nationality
which had occurred In the far south, at the hands
of a native mob; It being conceded on all hands
and especially by expert observers, that two
murdered officers, even if only petty ones, afford
a far better ground for a successful territorial grab
in unfortunate China than a round dozen of slaugh-
tered missionaries. The Italians seem to have
folded their hands in philosophic resignation after
their rebuff in the San Men Bay incident whileas fo the Russians, they are working like beavers to
get the so-called Chinese Eastern Railway com-pleted across Manchooria in order to connect Port
Arthur with the main line of the transsiberianroad, and thereby to relieve their present insecurity
of tenure on the China coast in the event of anyoutbreak of hostilities with other nationalities andespecially Japan.
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The Question of
the Purity

of all articles for table use
should be most important
in every household, as
adulterants are dangerous.
riACHINE-HADE TEA
reaches you absolutely
PURE. Harmful substances
are not necessary to. make
THIS TEA palatable or
pleasing to the eye.

DIRECTIONS.— Use less tea and infuse
THREE to FIVE minutes. Always use
boiling water.

UPTON'S
CEYLON

TEAS
ARE THE BEST.

» \u25a0 \u25a0

—
For Sale by All Grocers.~—————

—^^^miziizizz^zzuziiz^mz

VANTINE'S
RETAIL AND WHOLESALE THE PUREST

India and Ceylon*TEAS *
INFOIL-LINED SEALED PACKAGES.

BROADWAY AND ISTiI ST.

JBriarcliff Milk
J commences the New Year with a
V higher record for purity and rich-
C ness than ever. This is the result
c of constant determination to reach
Ithe HIGHEST OBTAINABLEEX- \
( CELLENCE FOR HUMANFOOD <
S

—
it would be more correct tocall it /

I MILK FOOD. |
IBriarcliff Bulletin No. 1, on the /

j "Ravages of Tuberculosis in Cows.** ?
j will be ready for distribution Jan. L
? 1sth, free on application to C

7 573 Madison Avc \
) and >
) sth Aye. and 42d St. . |
\ Telephone. 907

—
St. X

3 Farms at Briarcttflf Manor. X. T. /

Fifth Avenue Auction Rooms,
u::s Firth Avenue.

\VM. H. SOKMAX, Auctioneer.
TO CE SOLD

, This (Thursday) Evening
At S o'clock.

*^~

Also To-mon-ow tFriJaj) Kve.. a: same hour.
A NOTABLE SALE BY AUCTION

ABSOLUTELY WITIIOI'TRESERVE
ok a CIIOICB COLLECTION OF HIGHLYVAX/*

CAULK

OIL PAINTINGS,
My Foreign and American Artist*.

BELONGINi;TO
Mr. i;i:oiu;c K.tbwksdcry

AND . .
Mrs. HE\KY PI'UTO.V.

INCLUDING
SEVRIIAL RXAMHLK* BY THE LATE GEO»
IXSES. A GHANU CONCEPTION BY UIGCJHI
ISABEY. A CHARMING PLOT. A* IMPORTANT
K9COSIRA.

Inall about 230 Examples of Great Bxc*::«n.-e.

YIN MARIANI
>lariani Wine— World Famoas Tonic

Ita good effects are tmm«diat« and iastra*. It la alas
very palatable. tfr«nbl« to th# tax* and acceptable *»

the most delicate stomach.
A* an Appetiser, take before meals as a r>l«watt*%

take trier meat*: M a Ueneral Tonic or Stimulant. at
any time.

Sold by nil Druggists. Refuse Substitutes.

VDVERTISEMEXT3 and subscription* for.Th* Tribun*
received at their Cptown Office. No. t,3-»2 Broadway.

IMdoor north of Sl»t-«t ,until ft o'clock j\ n . advartia*-
merits received at the fallowing bra: offices at regular
ofllc* rates until

" o'clock p m.. viz.: 254 Sth-av*.. a. •.
cor. :3-.1-»t.. 1&3 «ttv-ave.. cor. I2th-«t.; Maey's. 6ti*-av«.
and Hth-»t.; I*2Oolumbus-av».. near West tata-ek.; It4
W«at Cd-at, near 6t.vav«.; 98 East liia-M.

TWO I'RISOXERS KILLJAILER AXD FLEE.
West Plains. Mo., Jan. 17.— The county Jailer, Al-

fred Henry, while feeding the prisoners in the
Howell County Jail to-day, was overpowered and
killed by two prisoners, Benjamin Richardson and
Kdward Grady. Richardson waa under sentence to
the penitentiary for burglary, and is an escaped
convict from the Tennessee penitentiary. Henry
had gone to the jailto feed the prisoners, and not
returning to his home at the accustomed time his
wife became anxious and sent a neighbor In search
of him. His body was found In a pool of blood on
the .Kill floor. The prisoners had escaped and locked
the door after them. A posso was immediately or-
ganised. A reward of $1,000 is offered for the capt-
ure of the murderers. A report by telephone an-
nounced their appearance ten miles south of here,
headed for Arkansas.

The Republican party should nominate a gooc
Western man. It is not yet settled that theplace is to go to the East, and there Is little use
in that notion becoming fixed. A good Western
man stands a splendid chance for the nomina-
tion. There is Senator Spooner. of Wisconsin.
He would make an Ideal candidate. There is
also Henry C. Payne, from the same State. An-
other strong man would be General Harrisonuray Otis, of California. Any one of these men
would give strength to the Republican ticket.

Senator Scott is a member of the Republican
National Committee. He is also a member of
the special committee of that body which has
charge of the convention to be held in Philadel-
phia, and met with the special committee this
morning to consider plans which had been sub-
mitted by the Philadelphia people for a con-
vention hall.

New-Jersey politicians have not given up all
idea of a candidate from their State to succeed
the late Mr. Hobart. Itis now pointed out that
had Mr. Hobart lived he would undoubtedly
have been renominated. This, it is said, "mor-
ally" gives the office to New-Jersey. Under
these arguments the politicians are trimming
their sails for a flght for Attorney-General
Griggs ifhe will permit the use of his name.
That he measures up to the requirements and is
sufficiently well known throughout the country
are given as good reasons for his nomination.
If there ever was anything like a definite

understanding that New-York or an Eastern
State should have the Vice-Presidency it is
highly probable now, from information at hand,
that thia understanding will be dissolved for
the good of the party. The situation may change
so that it may be necessary to nominate a
Western man.

THE PRESIDENT NOT PLEDGED TO ANY

MAN OR SP3CTION.

[bt ti:i.ei;raph to thitbibunb.l
Washington, Jan. 17.—Senator Scott, of West

Virginia. Is said to have discussed with the

President this morning the various rumors con-
necting this and that name wtth the Republican
nomination for Vice-President. Whatever the

views of the Senator may be on the subject. It
can be stated on excellent authority that the

President Is absolutely unpledged to any man,
State or section, although It Is believed that at
one time he was strongly in favor of the nom-
ination going to New-York. ItIs said that there
Is no "truth In stories that the President and
other leaders have changed their opinions on
this subject for the purpose of making Senator
Platt relinquish his desire to have Timothy L.
Woodruff nominated as the Vlce-Presldentlal

candidate. ItIs asserted that the Senator has been
loyal to Lieutenant-Governor Woodruff from
the start. He has been quietly opposed, it is
asserted, to both Secretary Root and ex-Secre-
tary Cornelius N. Bliss, who have since prac-
tically withdrawn. A greater part of this is
conjecture, however, and 4heV fresh talk of a
Western man is not for the puK>ose of "bluffing'
anybody. *

Senator Scott represents the claims of West-
ern people, or at least their views. He said
to-day:

VICE-PRESIDENTIAL GOSSIP

The Board of Supervisors had their annual dinner
at the County Poorhouse, at East View, yester-
day, as the guests of Superintendent of the Poor
Henry Esser. Twelve coaches conveyed them to
the county house. When returning a whiffletree
broke, causing the team to run away. The acci-
dent happened near Knollwood Club, about three
miles from White Plains. The team ran into a tele-
phone pole; the carriage was broken and the occu-
pants were thrown out. Supervisor Patrick Whalen.
of Yonkers. was severely hurt. He received a con-
tusion of the right knee and one of his hands was
cut with broken glass. The others escaped with
a few bruises and a shaking up. Supervisor Whalenwas taken to White Plains, where his wounds were
dressed. The team that ran away belonged ioSuperintendent Esser. One of the horses was killed

A MAN HURT AND A HORSE KILLEDRETIRNIXa

FROM DINNER AT THE ALMSHOfSE.
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