
FRENCH AND GATACRE IN TOUCH.
One important announcement made In a

"Tirm-s" dispatch this morning is that a Junc-
tion was effected near Steynsburg between pa-
trols of Gataere's and French's fortes. The
distance seems too great .or close co-operation
but General Roberts is without doubt opening
a fresh campaign with the Sixth Division, and
the southern border of the Free State is likely
to be the scene of active British operations.
There is no evidence that General French hasrelaxed his hold upon the approaches to Coles-berg.

General Methuen Is still inactive at Modder
River.

'The London Gazette" published last night a
series of detailed reports from Generals Bulier
and Methuen on the battles of Colenso. Bel-
mont. Gras Pan and Modder River. The feature
of General Buller's report was his explanation
of the loss of his guns, for which he virtually
beld Colonel Long responsible, since explicit
orders had been given that the naval guns alone
should be taken into action and not the fieldbatteries, and that the artillery should be cov-
ered by the Sixth Brigade. Colonel Long left
hit- infantry escort and naval guns behind andran within three hundred yards of the enemy's
rifle pits. Long committed the same blunder a
few years ago in manoeuvres at Aldershot, andwas reprimanded for it.

General Methuer/s main complaint was his
lack of horse artillery and a cavalry brigade.
His reports are clearly written in the main, but
disclose a lack of information from scouts re-
specting the enemy's strength and positions in
three battles. Ij; p

There was no direct information from an
official source at a late hour, and the military

writers wfe left to puzzle out the mystery as
beet they could. There were rumors in the
military service circles that the War Office
pessessed much additional intelligence which it
was deliberately holding back. One statement
•which was repeated to me by a veteran officer
late in the evening was to the effect that there
was a long casualty list in reserve, and also
that there was some distinctly unfavorable
news which Lord Lansdowne was unwillingto
give out. There was a general belief among
the keenest observers that Lyttleton's brigade
had been sharjly engaged on Wednesday at
Potgieter's Drift, not at Spion Kop. The War
Office closed without settling any of these
questions.

WAS THERE A SECOND BATTLE?
The last point seemed to have a practical

\u25a0bearing upon ihe casualty list from General
Buller, posted at the War Office early in the
evening. It reported 24 officers and men killed
and 154 wounded and 31 missing in action on
Wednesday. This was the day when the storm-

Ins party was under attack on Spion Kop, and
the inference was quickly drawn that these
were General Warren's to—eg in that affair.
The battalions named were the 3d King's Rifle
Corps and the Scottish Rifles, and there was
an official addendum that there were no casual-
ties in either the Ist Rifle Brigade or the Dur-
ham Light Infantry. These four battalions
make up Lyttieton's brigade at Potgieter's Drift.

Either that brigade provided the storming party
of riflemen for Spion Kop, or else it was itself
engaged with the enemy on the same day near
Brakfontein in a battle to which no official
reference had been made. As General Wood-
gate had been dangerously wounded it was
assumed previously that a portion of the Lanca-
shire brigade of Warren's division had been
fighting at Spion Kop. IfLyttleton's brigade

had provided the storming party, the British
poHitlon at Potgieter's Drift would have been
lightly guarded. The casualty list, numbering
209, which was posted for that brigade, seemed
to Indicate something more than a recon-
noissance inforce against the Brackfonteln posi-

tion and suggested a strong attack by the enemy
upon Lyttleton's camp.

critical stage of his campaign, where the dif-

flcultie? of a mountainous country are at the

irreateft and his own resources for attack at

the lowest, since neither White nor Barton can

co-operate and l.yttlttonis six miles away. All

bis brigades are accounted for except Coke's,

may be. with Warren or may be held in

reserve at .•=: ringfleld. There is a theory that
Coke's brigade is engaged in an eastern turn-
Ing movement ana that Buller has a fresh sur-
prtee for the enemy and the public. There Is
no proof of so Dold a manoeuvre beyond the

absence of any mention of Coke's brigade.

V. Buller has told his soldiers that there
will be no turning back from Ladysmith, but
what resource he har except ordering a frontal
attack up the long sloi es In front of Warren's

three brigades it is not easy to discover. When

the westernmost Boer position is taken the

work before him will be easier, but his im-
mediate prospects are not promising. Pessi-
mists in London suggest that his only course
Is to heliograph to General White to leave his

wounded behind and rut his way through to

ton as best he can. but the British cam-

paign has not reached such desperate straits
a> orce -s of that kind would Imply.

Dfppatches received in Fleet Street during the
evening were mainly belated accounts of the
fighting previous to the Spion Kop sortie. The
news agencies supplied the usual assortment of
coast rumors, with one statement— important,
If true

—
to the effect that the Dutch in front

of Warren were short of ammunition. There
wer« also dispatches from Ix»dysmith giving an
enccuraging account of the health of the gar-
ri*on, relating the eagerness with which the
explosion of lyddite shells far to the westward
wa* watched, and describing the movement of
the Boer forces toward the Tugela. as many as
six camps being p^en in the direction of Pot-
Stater's Drift.

Now we haven't coaxed you to come to buy anything—
we willnot. Do as yoa

please about buying—
we know that if the store is good enough you'll come here when

goods are needed. But come and enjoy it;come often
—

sketch ; lunch ; look; study.
To be sure, this beautiful store, that has been big enough, lo! these many years,

doesn't seem so big now. But it is our welcome. Ifour wish would change it, the
store

—
our welcome

—
would be as big again by Monday.

As a Place to Visit
DO you know our idea of a store? It is to have it so interesting that you'll feel any

outing incomplete ifit does not include a visit here ; that you shall feel ashamed

of the oversight if you fail to bring your visitors here. We want the store to be just as
interesting as the matinee

—
want you to come here before or after it.

And yesterday we had a dry-goods man say that he believed New Yorkers did fed
just that way toward Wanamaker's.

Fur Sale Continues— Prices Reduced One-fourth. Yet London cables
report advances In prices of 20 to 100 per cent.

ROCKEFELLER INTERESTS REPORTED TO HAVE

PURCHASED LARGE BLOCKS OF COM-

PA.NY STOCK. \u25a0

Chicago, Jan. 26 (Special).— On the authority
of men connected with the Chicago Union Trac-
tion Company, Itis stated that largo blocks of
the stock of that corporation have recently been
purchased by the Rockefeller interest, which, it
is assumed, now largely controls the Brooklyn
Rapid Transit systems. It is understood that
the Rockefeller people and the Wldener-Elkir.s
combination have fought each other bitterly in
the stock markets for some time, but have re-
cently declared a truce, and have come to an
understanding. As a result, the Rockefellers
have become largely Interested, It is said, in

CHICAGO UNION TRACTION PEAL.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT-ATTORNEY M'INTYRE

DECLARES HE HAS NOT ASKED THAT

THE HEARING BE DELAYED.

Assistant District Attorney Mclntyre yesterday
contradicted a statement by Arthur F. Cosby that
the District Attorney had been seeking delay in the
hearing of the charges brought by the City Club's
committee. Mr. Mclntyre made the following
statement :

This boy Cosby has just been admitted to the bar.
Ifhe said what is credited to him at the City Club
last night he says what is not so. This office has
asked for no delays. In fact it was only apprised
yesterday that February \u25a0* was set for the trial, and
there ha« been no time nor any occasion to seek
delay. No application for delay has been madeby this office and none will be made We areready to go on with the trial at any time.

Mr.Mclntyre said that District Attorney Gardiner
was examined on Thursday by Dr. Robert Safford
Newton, who found that the injuries Mr. Gardiner
received affected his spim-. Mr. Gardiner was
advised to go to seme warmer climate and take along rest. Mr. Mclntyre expects that District At-
torney Gardiner will take three or four weeks' va-
cation. He said Mr. Gardiner's absence will notInterfere wi'h the examination by the Attorney-
General.

SATB GARDINER IS READY.

General Buller recommended the Victoria
Cross for Captains Congreve and Reid, Lieuten-
ant Roberts and Corporal Nurse, all in connec-
tion with the attempts to save the guns.

General Methuen, in a dispatch dated Decem-

ber 1, with reference to the battle of Modder
River, confesses that he believed the force in

his front was only fighting a retiring action. He
had no idea that 8.000 Boers had been brought

from Spytfontein to oppose his advance.
Commenting upon the- difficulty of conveying

orders. General Methuen says. "The truth is that

no one can be on horseback with any safety

within two thousand yards of the enemy," and
he admits that he himself, most of the day, was
in positions where he had no right to be, be-

cause unless he went to the front be could not
see how the fight was proceeding.

General Methuen draws special attention to

the services of Colonel Paget, of the Scots
Guards, in this action, in leading his men in

the face of a punishing fire In which his horse

was killed after being hit five times.

SPEAKERS AT PRO-BOER MEETING.

The final arrangements for the big pro-Boer mass
meeting, to be held at Grand Central Palace on
January 29. were n:ade last night at a meeting of
the New-York Committee to Aid the South African
Republics held at the Morton House. Georp.- M.
Van Hoesen, chairman of the committee, presided.

The list of speakers who have promised to appear
at the meeting was announced. They are Senator
George L. Wellington, of Maryland". Congressman
Charles F. Cochran. of Missouri; Congressman
William Astor Chanler, Congressman John Van
Voorhls, of Rochester; Congressman D. A. De
Armond. of Missouri; Augustus Van AVyck and
Robert B. Roosevelt.

George R. Perry. Mayor of Grand Rapids, Mich..
wrote that he would attend the meeting as the rep-
resentative of two hundred thousand Boer sympa-
thizers In Michigan.

Killaen Van Rensselaer. treasurer of the commit-
tee, yesterday received a letter from an unknown
person, in which was inclosed $f«00 and the'mes-
sage: "For the Boer widows, orphans and
wounded." It was signed "E."

Describing the battle of Colenso, General Bul-
ler. under date of December 17. says:

When Iheard of the disaster to Long's artil-
lery Ibelieved the six r.aval guns had shared
the same fate, and Idecided immediately that
it was impossible to force the passage without
guns. Long was dangerously wounded, and I
was unable to obtain explanations. Ihad per-
sonally instructed him where to go into action,
and with the naval guns only, but Long ad-
vanced so fast that he left the infantry escort
and naval brigade behind. Ibelieve that but
for the failure of the artillery we would have
carried the crossing.

General Buller, commenting on the action at
Zoutpan's Drift, December 13. says:

Isuppose the British officers will learn the
value of scouting in time: but, in spite of all
one can say, our men seem to blunder into the
middle of the enemy.

General Methuen reports similar white flag in-

cidents.

Iwas so greatly impressed with the exposed
position of the garrison of Glencoe that Ideter-
mined, October 11, to v.ithdraw from there and
concentrate all the troops at Ladysmlth. But
the Governor represented that this step would
involve such grave political results that Ide-
termined to accept the military risk of holding
Dundee, as the lesser of two evils.

General White then proceeds to describe the
subsequent attack by four thousand Boers, of
whom about fivehundred were killed or wound-
ed, three of their guns being left dismounted at

Talana Hill; but. he adds, there was no oppor-

tunity of bringing them off. He also describes
how the Boers were seen streaming away in
bodies of from fifty to one hundred, on which
the British artillery could have inflicted great

loss. But the Boers displayed a white flag and

the British refrained from firing.

After describing the desperate fighting at
Elandslaagte, culminating in the bitter, pro-

tracted fighting before the capture of the Boers*

final position, the General continues:
At length the guns reached us and the capt-

ured end of the ridge was gained, from which
the whole of the enemy's camp, fullof tents and
horsemen, was fully exposed to view at a fixed
range. While the flag was shown in the centre
of the camp. Colonel Hamilton ordered 'Cease
fire!" and some of the British moved in the di-
rection of the camp. For & few moments there
was a complete lull. Theri a shot was heard,
followed by a deadly fire from a nearby kopje.
The British momentarily fell back, but charged

and recaptured the position.

BULLBR BLAMES COLONEL LONG FOR THE

LOSS OF THE BATTLE OF COLENSO.

London. Jan. 26.—"The Gazette" to-day pub-

lishes a number of dispatches from General Bul-
ler to the War Office, inclosing reports from
Generals White, Hildyard, Methuen and other
generals regarding their various operations, but
containing nothing later than the record of oc-
currences to the middle of December. A dis-
patch from General White, dated November 2.
says:

REPORTS OF BRITISH GENERALS.

To Live Well
Keep Your Liver Well

Ths sure way is

to tike a few

JOHNSON'S DIGESTIVE

TABLETS

GERMANS CALL IT SIGNAL DEFEAT.
Berlin, Jan. 26.—The latest news from South

Africa is Interpreted as a signal defeat for the
British. The "Deutsche Tageszeitung" calls the
British position there "another step into the
mousetrap."

The last dirsct German malls to the Transvaal
are now being returned from Cape Town without
a»y explanation on the part of the British au-
thorities. The German press comments upon the
fact with considerable heat.

An Incident illustrating the bitterness of popu-
lar feeling in Germany against England is the
appearance of a pamphlet to-day entitled "The
Final Reckoning with England." This pretends

to describe events in 1931, and sets forth de-
scriptions ofnaval battles inwhich Germany de-
feats England, and a general breakup of the

British Empire ensues, with Australia declaring
her independence and the other British colonies
beir.g divided up among various Powers.

Blii FIRE IX A MARSH.
A big marsh, eight acres in extent, north of

Tarrytown and east of the Central Railroad tracks,
caught fire last night. Flames rolled up twenty to
thirty feet high, and the wind caught the flames
and carried great masses of fire high into the airThe roar of the flames could be heard for a mile"
The firemen were called out to fight back theflames and save adjoining cottages. The marsh wasOwned by William Rockefeller, who sold 1' BOOMtime ago to J. B. Walker. It is sai.i that an auto-
mobile factory is to be built upon It

BOROUGH PRESIDENTS' POWERS.
Albany, Jan. 26 (Special).

—
Assemblyman Brennan,

of Kings County, has introduced a bill providing
for the enlargement of the powers of the borough
presidents in the city of New-York. According to

this measure, the borough presidents are made
members not only of the Board of Public Improve-
ments, but also of the Board of Estimate and Ap-
portionment. As members of these boards they are
to have a full vote on all matters pertaining to

their respective boroughs and a one-half vote on
those measures which are in the interests of other
boroughs. Mr. Brennan intends to go still further.
At tht hearing of the bill oefore the Committee on
Cities he will submit amendments adding still more
power to these officials by giving them the right
of appointment and of expending moneys. These
amendments, he says, are based on the belief that
the borough president is in closer touch with the
conditions and Jhe needs of his own borough, and
therefore more capable oflooking after its interests.
than a central authority in the Borough Of Man-
hattan.

The first amendment proposed along these lines
Is that the borough presidents shall have the ap-
pointment of all deputy commissioners of depart-
ments and that the latter shall have full charge of
ail work done in their respective boroughs underthe supervision of the presidents in ail matters ex-cept those of general interest to the city, in whichcase the commissioners of each department are to
have supervision.

Second -The borough presidents are to have thepower of appointing the borough boards of educa-tion.
Third—The office of deputy commissioner in theBorough of Manhattan is to l.c abolished since

the he.ni commissioner of each department has hU
office in Manhattan, and such deputies are unneces-sary.

Fourth— The apportionment for each borough isto be expended under the supervision of the bor~-ough presidents with the recommendation of thedeputy commissioners and the local boards of im-provements.

ANOTHER SCHOOL BILL.

Albany. Jan. 26.—Another school teachers' salary

bill for New-York City was introduced in the As-

sembly to-day by Assemblyman Fallows, which

differs somewhat from the one Introduced by Sen-
ator Ahearn yesterday. It provides for a different

schedule of sa'.artes, to take effect on February 1,

1900. No teacher who has served ten years shall

receive less than $1,080 a year, and for fifteen years

less than $1,320. The first assistant who shall dis-
charge the duties of vlce-prinoipal or head of de-
partment is to receive $1,440. and no male teacher
uhall receive less than H.OM after two years of ser-
vice, nor less than $2,40" after twelve years of ser-
vice No male vice-principal, male head, of de-
partment or male first assistant, who shall dis-
charge the duties of vice-principal or head of de-
partment shall receive less than $2.,5C0. The salaries
of women teachers shall not be more than $2.40" a
year No teacher shall receive a salary greater
than that fixed for the seventh year of service
unless by a majority vote of the Borough Board
of School Superintendents.

The City Superintendent of Schools te directed to
issue to teachers who have had experience in
schools outside of New-York City a certificate star-
Ing that the experience of such teachers has been
equivalent to a certain number of years of experi-
ence in the New-York City schools, and such cer-
tificate shall entitle the holler to salary in accord-
ance with the minimum schedule of salaries herein
established.

The Board of Estimate and Apportionment is re-
quired to issue bonds to provide funds to carry
Into effect the provisions of this act during 1900,
1901 and succeeding years.

Adjournment was then taken until Monday even-
ing at 8:30 o'clock.

Objections were raised to the bill of Mr. Hitch-
cock, authorizing the Hudson River Water Power
Company to erect and maintain a dam across the
Hudson River between Glens Falls and Palmer
Falls, and it went over until Monday.

The annual bill which appropriates over J16.000.000
for the support of the Government was passed.

Mr. Hill's Pan-American Exposition MO was ad-
vanced to third reading.

Mr. Fallows's— Appropriating $5,000 for the care,
maintenance and repairs of the quarantine estab-
lishment at the quarantine station.

Mr. Alldss— Appropriating $19,600 for the Danne-
mora State Hospital for Insane Convicts for re-
pairs.

In the House to-day Mr. Allds in submitting a
report of the Committee on Rules, introduced a
resolution that a committee of seven be appointed
by the Speaker, to which shr uld be referred all
codification bills as prepared by the Statutory Re-
vision Commission. It was adopted. These bills
were passed:

A SHOrtT SESSION-BILLS PASSED IN THE

ASSEMBLY.

Albany, Jan. 26.—Ten Senators were in their
seats when Senator Ellsworth, president pro tern

of the Senate, called the session to order to-day.

Two bills were introduced, and an adjournment was
taken until Monday evening. The session lasted
five, minutes.

THE SENATE AND HOI'SE.

Among the speakers were Governor Roosevelt,
who spoke on the influence of the country prc-ss.

Letters of regret were read from President Mc-
Kinley.Elihu Root. Charles Emory Smith. Lieuten-
ant-Governor Woodruff, Whitelaw Reid. Chauncey
M. Depew and Chairman Odell of the Republican
State Committee.

The association adopted resolutions antagonistic
to the expenditure of $62,000,000 for the Improvement
ot the State canals. A majority of the editors come
from anti-canal counties that under the proposition
would not he taxed for the improvement, but they
used the argument that the improvement wasmainly for the benefit of through traffic from The
West, and that the cost should be defrayed by the
United States Government.

Probably no more Interesting and important a
campaign than the approaching one has confronted
us in many years, because it deals not only with
the fundamental principles of Republicanism, but
partlculariy with newly established precedents,
tremendous in their scope and bearing upon our
National welfare, which mark this epoch of the
country's history. The proper education of the
masses on these burning questions, and the
counteracting- of tht poisons insidiously dissemin-
ated by the Democratic organs and by Individual
Republicans masquerading as statesmen and pa-
triots rest in large measure with your associ-
ation. Happily, you have not falten-rt Of been
false to your duty, and the sentiment of the people
of our State is overwhelmingly right. But It must
be remembered thnt your Influence reaches beyond
the boundary lines of our State, for the reason
that the people of the Nation look to New-York
for a guiding impulse on great National questions.
Icongratulate you that the Democratic party is
hopelessly divided on important party policies, and
that the outlook for Republican success in the en-
suing election is so bright.

A letter from Senator Thomas C. I'latt. outlining

the approaching campaign, was read. Senator Platt
said:

Albany. Jan. 26 (Spe-i:il).-Th« Republican E<ll-

tniHHl Association helrl its annual meeting at the

Fort Orange Club to-day. At the nfternoon ses-
sion of the association President William J. Kline,

of Amsterdam, delivered his tnnnal arldr
the course of his remarks Mr. Kline said:

Naturally we all hope to see a New- Yorker
named for the place of Vloe-President.

It Is the prevalent opinion that the only Repub-
lican who could have tarried this State two yearn
apo was the one who so gallantly led our boats to
victory—foionei Theodore Roosevelt His man-
agement ot tho affairs of th>' St.m- has been char-
sict'-rizt-d by energy. enthuslaHin. honesty and
complete mastery ol ttu ndltton, the operation
and the needs of every department of the govtra-
ment. Ifmistakes have been made by him. th*-y
have been lost sight of in the numeroi;

things accomplished. What coa&pUcatlona may
arise previous to th« Meeting of our State Con-
vention next fall, of course, no one can foresee.
From our present point of view, however, the in-
dl.-ations are that, as in the case of President
ICoKlnley, the people will demand the renomlna-
tlon of the hero of San Juan Hill.

As regards our Lieutenant Governor, who has
maao such an excellent presiding officer and popu-
lar official, it is the hope of his many friends that
he may be transferred to the chair in the north
wing of the National Capitol.

NATIONAL QUESTIONS IHSCUSSEP— SEN-

ATOR TLATTS LETTER.

EDITORS AT ALBANY.

$I.7s— Men's 28-in. Union taffeta; handles of natajsl

wood with silver trimmings.
Broadway.

$I.7s— Women's 26-in. Union taneta aaahssJsssf
various fancy handles.

$2.90— Men's 28-ia. ;all silk; fancy natural wood
handles, trimmed with silver; the newest styles;
regularly $4.

$2.9o— Women's 26-in. all silk umbrellas; fancy
handles in all new designs; pearl, ivory, horn
and natural wood, all silver mount.d, and iae
Dresden. The least expensive umbrella in the lot
is a good $3.75 value. Others that are tatxlj
worth $5.

Men's and "ere are four groups of
, bargains

—
two for men, two

\u0084 °yie,lJ S for women. It's not ur-nbrdla weatheTt t0 sure ,
but it's always wise to prepare for a rainy
day

—
These may not be here when it

comes.

JOHN WANAMAKER

Some three-quarter Box Coats for girb of 6 to 12,
$15. Of navy blue and brown relyeteen.

Second Boor.

Reefers, for girls of 6to 10 years—s2. SO, $S and
$7.so— half the early prices.

At $10
—

Dresses in values up to $24, for girls of 8 to
the miss of 18. Tailor-made

—
single and douhle-

bieasted jackets.

At $7.so— Dresses in value up to $16. Some are
Uilor-made, some are blouse suits; others one-
piece. For ages 4to 18.

At $s—Dresses5
—

Dresses that ran up to $12 in value. Eton,
Double-breasted, Guimpe and One-piece garments.

For ages 4 to 12.

Giris' Dresses Reduced! And they
birls Presses doQ

,
t deserve it But

and Wraps of the regular
dresses there are just about two hundred,
grouping certain lots, that must go out
right away.

Formerly A. T. Stewart & Co., Broadway, Fourth Aye., Ninth and Teach Street*
t m

At Your Club
Drink in

SARATOGA A
ARONDACK WATER 1which blends perfectly with wines and tSj?

liquors. Also at cafes, hotels, and res- £\u25a0
taurants. By the case from grocers. iS?druggists, or from <h«£

TUB AllO.M>ACi£ ai'llUtG, 1303 UroaUrroy.

BRYAX IX HEL.AWARE.
Wilmington, Del.. Jan. 28.— William J. Bryan ar-

rived In thin State to-day from Harrisburg, Perm.
He spoke first at Smyrna, addressing a large au-

in the opera house shortly after the noon
hour. This evening he spoke in this city at th«»
opera house, uud to-morrow he departs for Wash-
ington.

some of the Widener-Elkins enterprises, and
particularly in Chicago Union Traction.

The men who are authority for this statement
will not permit their names to be used in con-
nection with it, but there is no doubting the
correctness of their information. As confirma-
tion of the announcement, shares of the Union
Traction Company in thousand share lots have
recently been transferred to New-York names.
These chares were purchased in the local stock
market, were paid for in cash and shipped East
to their new owners. The brokers who con-
ducted the transactions will not publish the
names of their customers, but they do admit
that they Bent the stock East lately in large
amounts. One firm had orders t<> buy thou-
sand shares.

MRS. BOWMAN'S DISCOVERY "WILL. LIBERATE

LITTLE NURSE GIRL, WHO WAS ARRESTED.

"Itis evidently a mistake. Ihave found ay dia-
monds. Viola peerus to be innocent." Such was
the information sent yesterday to the West Thir-
tieth-st. station detectives by Mrs. G. A. Bowman,
oi the St. Cloud Hotel.

Mrs. Bowman Is the woman who called the po-
lice In last Sunday night,and declared that she had
been robbed of diamonds valued at $600. She ac-cused her nurse girl. Viola Moore, thirteen years
old.

The child was arrested, and sent to the Gerry So-ciety by Magistrate Uogan. who was Impressed byher seeming truthfulness. Yesterday Mrs. Bow-man found the tag of Jewel* caught in the torn
"hiaf wuTtf%iiuw h'wm about to put on

-
Th*

DIAMOXDS FOFXD IX TORX SKIRT.

The large railroad station and ferry house of the
Staten Is-land Ferry Company had a narrow escape
from destruction by fire yesterday morning. The
flames started on the Baltimore and Ohio wharf,
near the ferry house. This building was occupied
by the I'nited States Mills Export Company.

The ferry and railroad crews got out their fire
apparatus at once and began to fight the flames.
Some of the companies of the North Shore Fire
Department and the fire tugs of the Baltimore and
Ohio company prevented the fire from communicat-
ing to the railroad sheds or the ferry house. Thiswas accomplished with much difficulty, as therewas a high wind. The office and carpenter shop
parts of the export building were burned out The
total loss will not exceed STOOO, which is undent,,,, ,i
to be covered by insurance The cause of the fire
launknown.

BTATKX ISLAND FERRY HOUSE SAVED BY HARD

WORK.

FIRE OX A BALTIMORE AND OHIO WHARF.

The object of the bill will be to have appointed
by the President five or more prominent jurists of
the Nation at a salary of $6,000 a year to sit at
Washington and hear cases of appeal from the de-
cisions of the Pensicn Bureau. This court will
be, so to sreak, a court of appeals In pension cases,
and their decisions will be final. This, it will be
seen, is a v;.st improvement over the present sys-
tem. Heretofore appeals have been heard by a
board composed of clerks of the Interior Depart-
ment, detailed by the Secretary of the Interior for
this d ity. If those clerks did not do just what
pleased :hosc above them they were removed and
sovr.e one more pliable put in their position. The
court willbe an in.lrjiendent judicial tribunal, made
up of Judge! of high Character and standing,
brought together from different parts of the country,
and sitting In Washington, with well defined juris-
diction and powers like the United States Circuit
Court of Appeals, or the Court of Claims, would
remove in a lars*.' measure the dissatisfaction felt
by a large class of people with the system which
has prevailed for many years. In essence the plan
is this: Justice for all: favoritism for none.

The great benefits of this court can be se#n when
One takes into consideration that there are thirteen
thousand claims now pending. The court would
pas-s upon the one ca.se and -thereby make a ruling
which would settle five thousand cases. It is the
best possible method that can be employed to
codify the pension Taws.

WatertOWß, N. V.. Jan. 26.—Commander-in-Chief
A. D. Shaw, of the Grand Army of the Republic,

arrived home from Washington this morning,

where he went to confer with President McKinley

in reference to matters connected with the Pension
Department. In an interview with General Shaw
to-day he favors the formation of a Court of Pen-
elon claim?. He has talked the plan over with
President McKinley, and the President appointed

Gereral Shaw and General Sickles to prepare a bill
to establish such a court. General Shaw in the
interview says:

A. D. SHAW AND D. E. SICKLE3TO PREPARE

A BILL.

PLAN FOR COURT OF PENSIONS.

A BLIZZARD IN THE NORTH.

Lyons, N. V., Jan. CO.—Ablizzard from the north-
west struck here to-day, sending the thermometer
from 45* to 5° above zero. There was a forty mile
wind to-day. The snow is drifting badly, and
trains on all roads have been delayed.

Geneva, K. V.,Jan. 26. -The worst blizzard of the

winter prevails here. A hish northwest wind has

drifted the snow badly, and traffic is greatly im-
peded. The streets are nearly deserted. Telephone

and telegraph companies are suffering considerably
from the high winds. The mercury dropped 40° last
night.

The area of the storm was wide. It journeyed

from the Northwest to the coast, and on Thurs-
day it was central here. After reaching the

coast it smarted northward, and was central yes-

terday off Eastport, Me. While the storm was
sweeping over Canada yesterday the southern
end of it was playing havoc in this city.

Reports \vere received at the local weather
office last night that thirteen inches cf snow had

fallen at Montreal in the course cf thx day and

three inches at Quebec, and that there were

light falls at other places in Canada.
In The Tribune of January 20 attention was

called to a weather forecast made by Henry C.
Maine, of Rochester. Mr. Maine prophesied that
a blizzard would prevail between January 25
and 27.

The local weather forf-caster said last night

that the storm would be some miles north of
this city this morning. His prophecy for to-day

is fair and cold, and for to-morrow fair and
warmer.

Such a blustering, penetrating blast from the

northwest as swept through the streets yester-
day has n>t visited this city in a long time.

This winter has so far been mostly a mixture
of fog and warm weather. People woke up to a
different order of things yesterday morning.

The mercury was well down in the thermometer,
the wind was rushing through the streets at
railroad speed, and. in fact, the only thing lack-
ing to make a small-sized blizzard was the
snow. Pedestrians that had to pass the Stand-
ard Oil Huildingr on Bowling Green on their way
uptown or who had business near Nassau
and Sjiruce sts. will testify to the remarkable
fc roe of yesterday's wind. The local Weather
Bureau gave the maximum velocity as seventy-

six miles an hour, but in these two regions,
which are noted for the way a breeze becomes
a cyclone in their neighborhoods, the velocity
seemed much greater. There were times yes-
terday afternoon when it was easier to push a
trolley-car up a hi'l than walk by these places.
The cheerlness of a brisk, blood-stirring winter
wind is not disputed, but when a continuous
cloud of dust and dirt that the Tammany Street
Cleaning Department so considerately leaves on
"he streets is blown into one's eyes and ears, It
becomes a different matter. This lack of ef-
ficiency was sharply exhibited by the wind of
yesterday, and there were many adverse com-
ments upon it.

From "A.'Ma. m. the wind blew almost continu-
ously at more than fifty miles an hour. The
continued high velocity of the wind for so many
hours was, according to the local forecaster,
something out of the ordinary, and it played
havoc with the windows and signs on Broad-
way. Two large show windows of one of the
stores in the Stewart Building were smashed.
The glass in the front doors of many of the
other buildings near by was blown to smither-
eens. The wind was so piercing and cold that
many women had to turn down side streets or
get in hallways in fear of losing their breath.

One woman, Mrs. Lizzie Rudolph, forty-two
yeans old, who lives at No. 1,921 Third-aye.. was
returning from a visit to friends at No. 1,677
Madison-aye., last night, and was about to enter
her own home when the wind lifted her from her
feet. She fell to the sidewalk and sustained a
fracture of the left leg. She was removed to
the Harlem Hospital.

Although good and chilly, yesterday was not
the coldest day of the year or of the season. The
temperature at 3 a. m. was 39 degrees, at fia. m.
28. at 9 a. m. 24, at noon 21, at 3 p. m. 19, at 6
p m. IS. at S) p. m. 17 and at 10 p. m. 15. This
is the record of the Weather Bureau ther-

mometer.

FOR A SUSTAINED BLOW. YESTERDAYS

WAS OUT OF THE ORDINARY—FAIR

AND TOLD TO-DAY.

WIND PLAYS HAVOC.
toward hostility to th» bill, it wtjresolved tohssa
another conference soon upon the bill,and »o!>2
the presence of a representative of each amS
bank in the State. m
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THE CABLE BREAKS AGAIN

CoDllnnfd from Ant piiK<-.

MANNER IX WHICH COFFET 13 ALLEGEDTO RATS

SPOKEN OP HIS CHIEF.

"Do you think that Iwill vote for the nominees
that that dopy old fossil In WiUoughby-st. puts up?

Well. Iguess not." This is the way in which
Senator Michael J. Coffey is alleged to have
talked of Hugh McLaughlin. according to the testi-
mony of William ODonnen. boiler inspector, last
night at the trial of the Senator for political heresy

before the Investigating Committee of the Kings
County General Democratic Committee. In the Jef-
ferson" Building, Brooklyn. Mr. O'Donnell also testi-
fied that in a talk which he had with Alderman
Hennessy. one of CoO>y's lieutenants, the Alder-
man had declared that he was going to vote against
J. Morrtssey Gray, the candidate for Register, in
order that be might help to "down the old fellow
in Willoughbs--st." O'Donnell, who is credited a*
being the organization leader, succeeding Senator
Coffey in the IXth Assembly District, said that be
had not aspired to that office.

Isaac M.Kapper, counsel for Coftey. asked a wit-
ness Ifhe had been ordered to appear before tie
committee by a regular court subpoena. The wit-
ness replied tnat he had. Kapper then exclaimed:
"This thing has gone beyond the stage of a fare*
and has become a tragedy! It is an outrage far
the prosecution to dare to intimidate witnesses by
claiming authority over them according to the
laws of the regular courts." Mr. Kapper gave oat
a copy of a summons which, he said, was being
used by the prosecution. This, he said, violated
the Penal Code, which forbids the sending of writ-
ten threats. An adjournment was taken until next
Friday night.

CALLED U'LAUGHLIS A "FOSSIL."

FIGHT END 3IN THE TWENTY-SECOTtD

ROUXD-CHANGE3 IN THE RULES

ANNOUNCED.

-Mysterious Billy" Smith knocked out Fran*
McConnell. of San Francisco. In the twenty-second

round of a bout that was scheduled for tweaty-flve

rounds at 148 pounds at the Broadway Athletic Clab

last night. Before the fight began it was an-

nounced that the management of tha club had de-

cided to have two judges pick the winner Ineach

contest hereafter, and if the judges were unable

to agree the referee should give the decision. As

the announcement was being made a spectator said

to a friend who was sitting alongside of him:

"Well. 'Jim.' It's too late for them to make these
changes now. for they spoiled the game In the

McCoy-Choynski farce. They've made the coda,

and It only remains now for the Legislature to

bury the Horfon law in It The quicker they do it
the better 111 lika it. Although Ilike to see a
good fight, it will not give me the opportunity of
being robbed on fake fights."

The judges last night were Sam Aus.ia.or
•The Police Gazette." and John Borden. of Tfte

Press." •Johnny" White, who refereed the Mc-
Coy-Choynski fight, acted In the same capacity

last night and was loudly hissed and hooted when

he entered the rirg.
McConnell was a" strong favorite when the men

entered the ring. He proved himself to be a clever
fighter, although Smith had the better of the^fight
in nearly every round throughout the contest, smitfl
was warned by the referee and hissed many times
for holding his opponent's hand, and wh:;^doing

so with one. striking with the other. McDonnellwas hit hard in the ninth and tenth rounds. in

the twenty-second round., after thirty-seven second*
of fighting. McConnell was sent to the floor with a
heavy right swing on the jaw. His head struck
the floor with great force, and it was several ra.n-
utes before he regained his senses. The Ogatas;

was fast throughout.
In the preliminary bout of twelve rounds at 123

pounds Austin Rice met "Lew" Morgan, of V. ales.
The referee stopped the contest in tae eightn rouiKl

and awarded the decision to Rice. Morgan was on
the point of a knockout.

SMITH KNOCKS OVT MCOXXELL,

A MEMBER SAYS SUBJECTS ARE BROUGHT
rp IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH WHICH

JESUS CHRIST WOULDN'T LIKE.

"Fields White for the Harvest** was the sub-
ject discussed at the Friday night prayer men-
ing at Plymouth Church last evening. In the
absence of the Rev. Dr. Newell Dwight Hlllls.
who has gone on a trip South, the Rev. Horace
Porter presided. Mr. Porter «aid that Brooklya
was a splendid field for earnest revival move-
ment. He said that never before had there be«a
so much vice in Brooklyn a* at the present

time. "Vice Is rampant," he said. "This shoolsi
be the harvest year. Let us present these
thoughts to Dr. Hillis when he returns."

John C. Wyman was of the opinion that
Plymouth Church prayer meetings were like de-
bating clubs "Subjects." he said, "are brought

up here which many object to. subjects which
Jesus Christ -would not like."

Mr. Van Wagner said that never before was
the wickedness which prevails in New- and
in Brooklyn so marked as at present. He ap-

proved the Idea of a Brooklyn revival. He ob-
jected, however. to the prominence Plymouth

Church took in the press, and wanted the re-

porters kept out.

Thomas O. Shearman became reminiscent la

his speech, and recalled the revivals in Plym-

outh Church for the last forty years. He said

that he attributed the evils of the present day

to the Raines law and its hotels. He bedeved

in a revival, but objected to the revival taking

place In Brooklyn to-day, because it had turned

Into a tirade against the Unitarians, a course

which he could not approve. He ended by say-

ing that he and Deacon White, although they

might have differed many times indebate, were
the best of friends, and often went home wtm

their arms a/ound each other's neck.

1./ Ifff TALKAT PR \ YER UEET!XCr,

Sp.muel B. Clarke, counsel to the Legislative Joint
Committee on Taxition. yesterday stated in a letter
to The Tribune that the larger part of the criticism
of the recommendation of the committee as to the
taxation of mortgages would be appropriate if
property in mortgages b id heretofore been exempt
from taxation and it were now proposed to tax
mortgages as a new subject. Mortgages, he said,

are now, and always have been, taxable in this
State. He went on to say that mortgages under

existing law are taxable at a cruelly high rate, but
the methods of collection are so lax that very little
revenue is realized. The committee"s proposition
Is to change the rate so as to make it low, and to
change the methods of collection so as to make
then certain.

John Harsen Rhoades and the presidents of four
savings banks in this city had appeared recently

before the committee, and all had concurred in the
statement that the present law, which makes
mortgages liable to 24 per cent, while it waa not

executed so as to catch all mortgages, but catches
only a few, yet the liability to ihe tax had an
effect on the rate of Interest of over half of 1per
cent.

Frank Bailey, viee-prr siclent of the Title Guar-
anty and Trust Company, had testified that since
the abolition of a mortgage tax in Massachusetts it
was found from the savings banks records that the
bulk of investments on bond and mortgage were
at 3V. per cent, and that in Pennsylvania the result
of putting a single tax of four mills on mortgages
was that the tax and interest rate together were
less than the interest rate had been before.

Mr i\u25a0!ark<- says it is a matter of common knowl-
edge that bonds which are exempt from taxation
sell at prices which give a net Interest return on
the investment fully1per can* lower than taxable
bonds which are equally secu;.

TAXATION OF MORTGAGES.

Albany, Jan. '_•»> (Special).— Oovernor Roosevelt
stated to-day that he was receiving a large num-
ber of letters in re&ard to the Taxation act intro-
duced by the Joint Committee on Taxation of the
Legislature, of which the leadicg feature is the
proposition to tax mortgages. These letters he had
sent to Senator Stranahan, the chairman of the

Senate Committee on Cities and also the chairman
of the Joint Committee on Taxation. The Governor

added that the letters indicated a wide public in-
terest in the bill.

The savings bank men of Albany report that there
was diversity of opinion expressed at the meeting
of the representatives ot the savings banks in
New-York yesterday, and yet that the drift was

VIEWS OF SAMUEL. B. CLARKE.
HE WRITES A LETTER TO THE TRIBt'XE RE-

GARDING CRITICISMS OF THE MEASURE.

The Tax Commissioners say:

The Legislature of \m by the npeclal 'ram-hIM
tax law. Chapter 712. made very lmgorVar\llin J
In the powers find duties of this Board. and also
in the duties devolving upon local *""e

r
9'XnA

copy of this law is Inclosed for your Jn
°r"ia

"
0
"

heExcept In cases where the corporation own. the

property, the assessment of substantially .allprop-
erty occupying streets In cities and villages and
highways in the towns of the State Is hereafter to

be made by this Board, and certified to the local
boards of assessors, to be by them placed upon tne

tax rolls In their tax districts. .. Roard
The property to be assessed by \hc StRAT,J^\$

In the first instance Includes first, all "•' ?™pn
and telephone poles, wires and cables, on or under

the streets or highways; second, all mal"*- p'*£,#
tanks, conduits or wires, with their »i'Vlirt7*?,^t
on or under the streets or highways for conduct-

in either water, steam, heat. gas. light.Powe/-°'1'
electricity or any other substance: third, all rail-
road property located upon or under or above the

streets or highways. including the value of the
tracks, ties, wire, poles, etc. _„...

\u2666»,„
The property above named b> Included within the

definition of a special franchise, and is no toW
to he assessed by the local assessors. Howler it
must be borne In mind that all property not
enumerated in the above list is to be assessed as
before, even though used inconnection withana as
part of the property of the person or corporation so
occupying the streets or highways. As In case or
a street railroad, the tracks and property upon the

streets are Included in the special franchise but

the lands in fee, powerhouse, cars, engines stables-
and the like. Includingall property not situated ©\u25a0

the street, is still to be assessed as before tne

passage of the act. So also as to gas pipes and
other fixtures on or under the street..These De-

long to the special franchise, but Kashouses and
other property not located on the s tree are still
assessed by local assessors as before the law of

"it"is to be borne in mind that a special franchise
does not exist as to property owned b>fa P*i»ii ?r?r
corporation, but only as to such use of the street,

or highways as Is permitted or grant._ cl b̂» the
authorities: and, if not a special franchise, must

be assessed by the local assessors.
It may be possible, and In a few cases Is the fact,

that a Itreet railroad or other corporation actually
owns the right of way through a street or over a
highway. In such case the local assessors are to
assess it. as It is not a special franchise. \\ hen-
ever any doubt exists on this question application
should be made to this Board for instructions. A

still further duty devolves upon local assessors
under the statute by way of giving Information to

the State Board when called upon, as willbe noted

under Section 42. This Board requests that this
duty be punctually and carefully performed, as it
must rely to a very great degree upon the intelli-
gence and accuracy of local assessors in furnishing
a basis for its assessment of property in the differ-
ent localities, and itis important that this informa-
tion be promptly given, and that it be as correct

as the nature of the property willadmit. Assessors
are requested to give the same degree of care to

their examination of the property and estimate or
its value for their return to this Board as if en-
gaged in making the assessment in the first In-
stance.

' "

On the receipt of the assessment of a special
franchise from this Board the clerk of the city or
town will communicate it to you, and if it is
against a corporation it is to be placed in the fifth
column of the assessment roll relative to corpora-
tions, a3 required by Section 31. You will notice
that the second and third columns are to contain
matters exclusive of the special franchise. If
against an individual, then In the sixth column or
the roll relative to Individuals, as required by Sec-
tion 21. Under Section 37 you are not required to
make oath to the correctness of the assessment
made by this Board, but your duty is fulfilled by

placing it in the proper column.
You are requested to preserve this circular letter

and follow its instructions in preparing your as-
sessments and making reports to this Board from
time to time as may be required.

defining TAX ox property.

AJhany. Jan. 28 (Speclal).-The State Tax Com-

missioners have sent a letter to the assessors or

all cities and towns defining the property i

assessed under the Franchl»e Tax act. and explain-

ing the method of placing the special franchise tax

upon the txatlon rolls.
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