
We are not at all certain but that something of
the spirit which animates the Castle Square Com-
pany might profitably be introduced Into Mr. Grau"s
organization, which is so vainglorious in its superb
company of singers and Its Imposing surroundings
as to be neglectful of things which are. occasion-
ally, at least, quite as essential as beautiful voices
to the attainment of artistic effect. There was
much crudity and exaggeration In the performances
of "At the Lower Harbor" at the American Thea-
tre last week, but at any rate a sincere effort was
made by all concerned to body forth the heart's
desire of librettist and composer. The scenery was
correct and appropriate, and it was the company's
excess of zeal, rather than its want of It—lts lack
of moderation in song and action— that brought la-
under such mild condemnation as fell upon it. At
the Metropolitan Opera House a like sincerity of
purpose and a modicum of the zeal were noticeable
in the representation of "Die Meistersinger" on
Wednesday evening, and then the thought would not
out of mind that much of the Improvement was due
not so much to the management as to the Influence
of the singers who had brought Bayreuth experi-
ences and traditions to New-York. Masterpieces of
the lyric drama, like "Die Meistersinger" and
"Tannhauser," It Is true, do not depend so much
on stage furniture and local color as the products
of the modern realists, or "veritists," so-called, but
whenever there is an historical b.isls for a drama
historical truthfulness In outward things cannot
do harm, but must inevitably make for good. At
the American Theatre Mr. Savage finds profit In
dressing a new opera becomingly and truthfully,
though, in the nature of the case, he can
not expect frequent repetitions. He gave us last
week the verisimilitude of Neapolitan scenes, and
quickened the fancy to an appreciation of the new
book and play—both of the earth earthy and
doomed to an early death. At the Metropolitan
Opera House Mr. Grau reproduces year after year
what are looked upon as imperishable masterpieces,
yet refuses even to suggest in his pictures the
monuments which all the world Is familiar with
and all the world's mind associates with the plays
that have been woven around them. There is no
St. Catherine's Church in "Die Meistersinger,"
though St. Catherine's Church is open to-day to
any visitor to Nuremberg willing to take the
trouble to hunt It up; there is no meadow on the
bank of the Fegnltz, with Nuremberg in the back-
ground, though an antiquary would have no
trouble in reproducing the picture for him. In
"Tannhauser" there is no Wartburg, though that
noble architectural pile stands a crowning gem on
the mountain overlooking Eisenach, with all Its
outlines aa they were In the time of the Langrave,
Hermann of Thurlnglan and the storied contest of
minstrelsy. There Is no hall of song, but a thing
of cathedral shreds and patches, though hundreds
of Mr. Grau's patrons have stood in that hall and
in fancy heard Its walls echo to the voice of the
veritable Wolfram yon Eschenbach and the other
minnesinger whom Wagner has Introduced Into
his finest tragedy. Neither Is there anything even
remouiy hling tha HiJrselburE. though Ithas
presented Itself to the view of every tourist who
has traversed the Thurlnglan, forest, or even made
the trip from Weimar to Eisenach. Instead of
the lowly vale, dark with its umbrage In the
depths and green with grasses and bedlght with
flowers, Mr. Grau asks us to lock upon a scene-
painter's picture of an Imaginary valley In no
respect like the real. A wide river flows through
the painted landscape, but there Is no stream In
the Horselthal; instead— alack and alas!— there
is a railway. There was no railway there In
Hermann's day, for that was before com-
mercialism had "made racecourses of the cathe-
drals of the earth." and before commercialism's
slaves had conceived what Buskin said was their
one conception of pleasure: "To drive in railroad
carriages round their aisles and eat off their
altars."

MUSICAL COMMENT.

PROSPECTIVE VISIT TO POPE REVIVES RUMOR

THAT HE WILL SOON BE ELEVATED

TO THE CARDINALATE.

Archbishop Corrlgan will go to Rome as soon
after Easter as Is possible for him to leave his
archdiocese. Although the date of his departure
has not yet been chosen, a Tribune reporter was
Informed yesterday at the diocesan house that the
Archbishop had made arrangements to visit the
Pope In the coming spring. It Is understood that
Archbishop Corrlgan is going to Rome in con-
formity with the rule of the church which requires

ArchbishoDs and Bishops to report to f..e Pope
every ten years on the affairs of the sees. While
he Is InRome the Archbishop will take part in the
ceremonies in honor of the Holy Year.

Before he leaves here he will consecrate the new
chapel at St. Joseph's Seminary, Dunwoodle, Yonk-
ers. This chape), which cost about $50,000, Is the
gift of the Archbishop himself to the seminary.

The fact that he intends visiting- Rome soon has re-
vived talk of the possibility of the Archbishop be-
ing made a cardinal. A Catholic journal, pub-
lished InSyracuse, N. V., declares that It is stated
on the best authority that Archbishop Corrlgan

will soon be raised to the cardlnalate. It says:

Rumors to this effect have been In circulation
time and again, but now it Is well known In higher
ecclesiastical circles that the present jubilee year
will Bee Archbishop Corrigan become a member of
the College of Cardinals. Private letters from
Rome intimate that there is no question now
that New-York will be the seat of another mem-
ber of the College of Cardinals. The archdiocese
of New-York, next to Paris, is, perhaps, the most
populous, wealthy and Important in the Catholic
world, and It is deemod fitting that it should be
honored in the see of a cardinal.

MR. COLER WRITES A BOOK.
Controller Coler has become an author and some

time next month a book, entitled "Municipal

Affairs." which has been written by Mr. Coler In
his few leisure moments, will be issued by D. Ap-
pleton &Co. Mr. Coler said yesterday that he had

not tried so much to teach in his book as to get

the people to think for themselves, and with this
end in view he had discussed the municipal prob-

lems which the present administration had been
obliged to meet, in the simplest and most direct
manner possible. /

Mr. Coler had kept the fact that he was writing
a book a secret from all but a few of his intimate
friends, who have read the manuscript. In the
book the Controller, drawing from his experience
and from the study of the affairs of the other da-
partments, tells what he believes to be the defects
of the chartar, and sug^eFts remedial and amend-
ments. Municipal charities, the rtlatlon of tho city
to private charltlc-s and Institutions, rapid tmnMit.
the water supply, and the broad topic of public
franchises are among the things dlscubsed. He
leans toward public ownership of all franchises.
In speaking of ihe rapid transit problem he advo-
cates through transit between the various bor-
oughs and discusses his Idea for East River tun-

GENERAL DE PBTBTSS NOT ILL.
General J. Watta De Peyster, when seen last

night at his home, in this city, No. 69 East Twenty-
first.at., denied the report that he was seriously 111.
"1 am subject to neuralgia," he said, "and have
Just recovered from a severe attack or It. That Isa'l. lam not seriously 111."

TO SUCCEED DR. BABCOCK INBALTIMORE.
Portland, N. V.. Jan. 28.— At the close of his ser-

mon in the Presbyterian church here this morn-
ing, the Rev. John Timothy Stone sent In his res-
ignation, to take effect March 1, to accept a call
to the Brown Memorial Church, of Baltimore, to
succeed the Rev. Dr. M. D. Baheoek. There woru
about one thousand persons present at the service,
ari<i they were mu.-h affected when apprised of
their pas.tor'B Intention.

COLLIER ALEXANDER AT GIBRALTAR.
Gibraltar, Jan. 28.—The United States collier Alex-

ander has arrived htre with her machinery out of
order.

ARCHBISHOP CORRIOAN GOING TO ROME.

DISCOVERT OF AN ARSENAL IX PALENCIA,

SPAZN-.

Madrid, Jan. 28.
—

Tne gendarmes yesterday

unearthed a Carl ist arsenal in a house InPalen-
cia, capital of the province of that name, and

seized one hundred thousand cartridges and a
large quantity of arms.

Six Carlists who are Implicated fled across the
frontier.

A DECORATION FOR DR. NANSEN.
Berlin, Jan. 28.—The Prince Regent of Bavaria

has conferred the Order of St. Michael, first class,

on Dr. Nansen. the explorer.

FAILURE OF EFFORTS TO TOW THE QUEEN WIL-

HELMINA TO PORT.

London, Jan. 28.—Later reports regarding the

British steamer Queen Wllhelmina, Captain

Plnkham, from Rotterdam for Baltimore, which,

as reported yesterday, had been towed by the

Britißh steamer Maxquette. Captain Gates, ar-
riving at this port yesterday from New-York,

show that the disabled steamer had broken her

tunnel shaft on January 17 in latitude 51, longi-

tude 27, and was picked up by the Marquette

on the 24th. She was towed until the following

day and then, after all the tow ropes had been
broken In the heavy seas, she was finally aban-
doned In latitude 40, longitude 16.

ASMS FOR CARLISTS SEIZED.

POWERS TO SEND WARSHIPS TO PROTECT THEIR

SUBJECTS.

Vienna, Jan. 28.
—

A serious view Is taken In
diplomatic circles here of the situation In China.
The "Neve Frele Presse" thinks that other
Powers will follow the example of France and

send warships to protect their subjects.

The Austro-Hungarlan cruiser Zenta will ar-

rive at Hong Kong in a few days, and will be
at the disposal of the Austro-Hungarian Minis-

ter. Baron Czikaun de Wahlborn, at Peking.
-»

ABANDONED DISABLED AT SEA.

NATIONALISTS S.ECURE ONLY THREE OUT
OF NINETT-NTNE SENATORS.

Paris. Jan. 29.—The election of ninety-nine
Senators yesterday resulted in a practical rout
for the Nationalists, only three out of their
thirty candidates being elected.

The Nationalists made a great show of mili-
tary men. Including Generals Mercler, Lambert,
Prax, Rebillot, Pothler. Cluseret and La Veuve
and Colonels Ravant and Montell. Admiral Gal-
llbert was also a Nationalist candidate. Of
these Generals Mercler and Lambert alone suc-
ceeded, both commanding large majorities. Gen-
eral Mercler was the principal Nationalist can-
didate.

The defeat of their whole list, including Gen-
erals Prax and La Veuve, In the Department of
Sarthe, Is tantamount to a rebuff to M. Caval-
gnae, former Minister of War, who had backed
the list.

M. Cavalgnae Immediately resigned the presi-
dency of the General Council of the Department

which had opposed his nominees.
On the first balloting the elections were de-

cisive in eighty-seven ca^es, the results being

divided as follows: Republicans, 54; Liberal Re-
publicans. 5; Radicals, 15; Socialists, 6; Nation-
alists, 3, and Monarchists, 4.

In twelve cases second balloting* were neces-
sary. The final result modified the figures of the
first balloting, so that the Senators elected yes-
terday show the followingparty divisions: Re-
publicans, 61; Liberal Republicans, 6; Radicals,
18; Socialists, 7; Monarchists, 4. and National-
ists, 8.

The general result leaves tho composition of
the Senate virtually unchanged.

The "Figaro" Bays:

We have gained nothing and lost nothing. If
to-morrow a Ministry came before the Senate
tending toward either unintelligent reaction or
Socialist adventure the Senate would repeat Its
treatment of the Ministry of M.Bourgeois and
would force a resignation.

SITUATION IN CHINA SERIOUB.

ELECTIONS IN FRANCE.

FBAB ATBAT OP ISLANDS THAT MORE THAN ONB

VESSEL HAS BEEN LOST.

St. John's, N. F.. Jan. 28.— The continuance of the
storm makes It Impossible to obtain definite knowl-
edge as to the Identity of the vessel which went
ashore on Wednesday, January 17, on Foxtail Point.
Much apprehension Is felt among the shore folk at
Bay of Islands, as it is feared that more than one
vessel has been lost.

It has nearly a seventy year record of cures,
certified over the signatures of many prominent
people

—
Jayne's Expectorant.

•••
c

D>spepalm marvellously cured, and promptly, too by
Johnson's Digestive Tablets.

DIED.
Brltton, James H. Hunt. Martha T.
Cadenas, Elizabeth. James. Amelia B.
Carroll. Georjre K. Jtssup, Silas E.
Cartwright. Rachel A. Manning, John A.
Day. Charles S. Mlnton. Margaret E.
Kvans. Anr.e. Mitchell,Sarah B.
Gerard. James W. Piercy, Lorma F. F.

bar, Mary T. Wheeler. WilliamO.

BRITTON—James H. Britton. formerly of St. Louts. Mo..on Saturday. January 27, at the residence of his son-in-
law, Walter Katte, at Ardsley-on-Hudson. N. T.

Funeral services will b« held at the residence on Mon-
day, January the 29th, at 3 p. m.

Interment at St. ly-m'.s.
St. Louis papers please ccpy.

CADENAS
—

On January 27, Elisabeth, widow of Manuel
Cadenas.

Funeral services at Church of Holy Innocents. 87th-st.
and Broadway, on Tuesday, at 9:30 a. m.

Please omit flowers.
CARROLL

—
On Sunday. January 28, 1900. after a brief

illness. Georpe K. Carroll, In his 72d j-ear.
Funeral services at his late rfstdenre. No. 170 Stevens—

aye.. Mount Vernon. N. T...Tuesday evening. January
SO. at 8 o'clock.

CARTWRIGHT—At Newark. N. J.. Sunday. January S3.1900, Rachel A. Cartwright. widow of Benjamin Cart-
wright.

Funeral services at her home. No. 732 Hlgh-st.. Newark,
on Thursday. February 1. at 4 o'cl ck.

•
Interment In Greenwood Cemetery at convenience ft fam-

ily.

DAY
—

On FTtday.January 26. at his late resMence, 171
Pallsade-ave. west Hoboken, N\ J.. Charles S. Day,
of pr.»umonir. followed by heart failure. In the 35th
year of his a«re.

Funeral services at the residence of his father. Benja-
min Day. 208 Pallsade-ave.. West Hoboken, N. J., at
12:,"!0 p. m.. Tuesday, January 30. 1000.

Interment at Wocdlawn.
Kindlyomit flowers.
BVAX3

—
At Stratford. Conn.. January 25. suddenly.

Anne, eldest daughter of the late Henry Q. and Matilda
L. Evans, of Brooklyn. N. Y.

Funeral services at her late residence. In Stratford. Mon-
day. January 28. at 11 o'clock.

Interment at Greenwood. Brookl>n.
GERARD— On January 28. 1900, at Ms late residence.No. 17 Oramercy Park. New-York. James TV Orari.
Fur.eral services at Calvary Church. 4th-ave. and -lsr-

st.. en Wednesday. January 31, at 1O o'clock In the
forenoon.

HECKSCHER— On Sunday. January 28, 1900. at her resi-
dence In this city, after a lingering Illness, Mary
Travers, wife of John G. Heckst-her and .laughter «>f
the late William R. Travers. In the 33d year of hfr age.

Relatives and1 friends are invited to attend the funeral
services at Trinity Chapel. West 25th-st.. on Wednes-
day morning, at 11 o'clock:.

Kindlyomit flowers.
HUNT—At Bernardsvtlle. N. J.. January 27. Martha Tal-martge Hun:, wljuw of Dr. Sandford B. Hunt, in the

75th year of her age.
Funeral willbe held on Monday, it S p. ra., from her

late residence at Bemardaviiie.
Train leaves New-York at 12 10.
JAMES

—
In Baltimore City. Md. on January 28, 1900,

Amelia B. James, widow of Henry James, late of Bal-timore City, deceased. In the 60th year of her age.
JESSUP— At Quogue. Long island. January 27. Captain

Silas B. Jessup.
Funeral Tuesday. January 80. at his late residence, at 13

o'clock noon.
MANNING—On Friday. January 26. I*oo.at his residence

In Saratoga borings. N. V.. John Alexander Manning,
in the «I.M year of his age.

Funeral services will be held at the residence. Tuesday.
January 30. a* 2:30 p. m.

Interment at the convenience of the family.
MlNTON—Suddenly, at No. 15 Fifth-are on Saturday

January 27 Margaret E.. wife of Charles T. Mtnton anddaughter of the late William M Rogers.
Funeral services Church of the Ascension. 6U»-ave. and

10th-st.. on Monday, 3 p. m.
Please omit flowers.
MITCHELL— No. 151 West Stth-at.. Sara* B.

Mitchell.
Funeral Tuesday. January 30. at the First Pre*byterUa

Church. Perth. Axoboy, N. J.. at, a p. m,

"An English friend of mine," said Frederick Tal-
bot yesterday at the Waldorf-Astoria, "was so un-

fortunate some years ago as to>
POWER OF lose the sight of one of his eyes.

A TIGER'S Indeed, that organ was entirely re-
ETE. moved, and replaced with an arti-

ficial one. On his way to the
train one day he stopped to purchase a rug. and
In bending over to examine It his artificial eye
dropped out and broke upon the tesselated floor
of the store. It was but a short time before the
departure of the train it was imperative for him to
take. and. upon his explaining the importance of
time to the shopkeeper, he was advised that a
taxidermist had a place next door, and that he
could possibly replace his loss from the stock of
artificial eyes kept there to use in mounting the
skins cf animal?. Hastily entering and explain-
ing his predicament to the taxidermist, that
worthy placed a tray of animal's eyes before him.
among which he finally found one that fitted, and
which had been intended for the head of a tiger.
Without glancing at himself In the mirror, he paid
his bill, and, pulling hia billycock hat well down
on his forehead, entered the walt'ig hansom and
told the driver to proceed with a 1 speed to the
station. Upon arrival there he handed the driver
his legal fare, whereupon the cabby, who had
evidently expected a larger amount, treated him
to a torrent of billingsgate. Somewhat angry, he
looked sternly up at the man, who immediately

turned as white as a sheet, and with an 'Oh, my
Gawd!" lashed his horse into a run and disap-
peared around the corner.

"Mystified by the cabby's behavior, but without
time to speculate on its cause, my friend dashed
for the train, only to be hustled Into an over-
crowded compartment, after having passed com-
§aratlvely empty ones, which the guard had evl-
ently been bribed to reserve. Hastily Jumping

out, he was about to enter one of these, when the
guard, with an

'
'Ere, now. you cawnt go in there.'

seized him roughly by the shoulder. He turned
his gaze upon the man. astonished at his rude-
ness, and tho fellow's face became pasty, and his
Jaw dropped as with a trembling. 'I beu your
pawdon," he backed away.

"Without further incident, but unable to account
for the manifest terror caused by his appearance,
my friend at length reached home. He made his
way to his wife's boudoir, and aa soon as she saw
him she fell upon her knees and confessed every-
thing. When h' glanced Into the mirror the
mystery was explained, and he realized the terrible
power of a tiger's eye, especially when looking
out of the face of man."

UNABLE TO IDENTIFY A WRECK.

Hans Sachs, shoe-
Maker, and poet also.

A Sachs without some of the good natured (and
also the mlschlevousness) which Fischer threw Into
it Is not Wagner's Sachs, because It is not a pop-
ular type, but we saw Fischer outdo the amiability
of the part, and that Is perhaps more destructive
of its purpose as conceived by the poet-composer
than an exaggeration of Its melancholy mood.

As for Herr Frledrleh's Beekmesser we can
scarcely conceive anything more admirably adapted
to the nest exposition of what we understand to
have been the dramatist's purpose. Here we can-
not appeal to the historical record without pro-
nouncing everlasting condemnation on Wagner him-
self. From studies made In Nuremberg, among
suen relics as there are of the school of Melster-
plnger, to which Sachs belonged, we are inclined to
say that after the cobbler-poet Its brightest light
was the veritable Slxtus Beekmesser. whom
Wagner changed Into an 111-natured clown be-
cause his name Invited such treatment. Listen
to the name as it comes out of the mouth
of Mme. Schumann-Helnk as Magdalena, and
our meaning will be clear. The popular
notion Is that the part of Beekmesser must be
made as extravagantly absurd as possible; but do
this and all signs of the corrective purpose which
lies at the bottom of Wagner's comedy disappear.
So far as Beekmesser Is a buffoon, he muse be such
unconsciously— he may be a pedantic, designing. Ill-
natured and malicious, but he must not be made
a stupid ass. He is town clerk In Nuremberg, the
centre of German art. Moreover, as was said. In
these columns years ago, and therefore, may be said
again, only an lnflnlteslmally tiny correction Idea
lies In the fact that a manly and handsome young
knight (like Mr. Dippel, for instance) who loves
a pretty young woman (though she be as un-
necessarily prim and aristocratic In her bearing as
Mme. Earnes) should have saved her from falling
into the hands of a rival like Beekmesser by
marrying her himself. He would have the Judgment
of the court and the verdict of the populace on bis
side Ifhe had sung like a crow and Beekmesser
like Anacreon.

tlon of temperament. Th« same objection was ones
made to M. Laaalle'a impersonation, and the
French singer, Inclined to studlousness. asked,
"Was Hans Sachs first a shoemaker and then a
poet, or first a poet and then a shoemaker?" The
question had some Intellectual glitter about It,but
It required not to be put after the Innumerable
times that the veritable Sachs answered It him-
self by ending his poems with

A recurrence to "At the Lower Harbor" Is war-
ranted not only by the suggestions which the per-
formance of it gave touching the truthful repre-
sentation of actual scenes, but also (as h?s been
suggested, we believe) by reason of Its Illustration
of a tendency Inmodern opera- InItaly, where the
tendency receives Its first effective manifestation
In "Cavalleria Rusticana" the principle which
underlies it Is called "veritismo." It was not an
utter stranger either In the spoker or the lyric
drama when It appeared, but before \u25a0'Cavalleria
Rusticana" burst upon the world, it had been sup-
posed that while adultry. murder and suicide
might be used as condiments In a dramatic con-
coction, they were scarcely fit to be the sole or
principal Ingredients. There was a time In which
the patrons of opera had their choice between the
stories of the classic world presented in wall-
paper designs, of tales of antique heroism.
In which the heroes proved the sincerity of
the love which they hymned with unsexed
voices, by strutting about In all kinds of
disguises. The advent of the historical period In
libretto writing did not work much of a change In
treatment, and It was really refreshing when the
romantic stories had their vogue. Here, at least,
was a field In which there was no need to dip the
wings of either librettist or composer, for In the
realm of supernaturallsm there can be no limit to
fantastic flight. But the spoken drama urged the
opera makers on, and they began to tread the
paths that are impossible to the lyric drama. Verdi
transmogrified "La Dame aux Camellias," and "La
Traviata" failed partly becauso the representation
of the heroine was too generously upholstered to
permit of the illusion of a woman dying of phthisis,

but also because all the characters were clothed In
the garments of half a century or so ago. Knee
breeches, lares and silken hose rectified the blun-
der, and "La Traviata" was saved. Puccini in "La
Boheme," first cousin to "La Traviata." has tried
the original experiment again, with the advantage

of a generation In sartorial development, but even
with an ode to an overcoat It is not yet plain that
he has solved the o^d problem. Courageous men
and Ingenious withal, mayhap, are these who are
seeking to find some other form of musical expres-
sion for dramatic Ideas than that of Wagner, which
none of them can employ.

It was not given to any of the suitors of Penelope

to bend the bow of Ulysses.

And now we have the latest efforts of the "vertt-
isf school, which seeks to employ the language of
the Ideal to express not the real alone, but that
form of the real which is least deserving of pres-
entation In any form. Mascagnl set an example
with "Cavalleria Rusticana," and his hot blooded
melody, like peppers "hot i' the mouth." ravished
the blase world. Then came "IPagllacci," "La
Festa Marina," "A Santa Lucia," all based on the
notion that artistic motive (It is hard to remain
English Ina discussion like this) of a lyric drama,

are to be found In the social barnyard. The notion
is utterly mistaken. Music cannot help the senti-
ment of thugs and murderers to expression with-
out ceasing to be music; it Is truly what Mr.Gil-
bert Ironically called poetry, a "divine emollient."
If we feel a spark of sympathy for Verdi's Vlo-
letta, It is because she sings the airs which Verdi
gives her to sing after, in the order of nature, she
is unable to sing. "Veritism," as illustrated In
Spinelll's "A barso Porto," runs out into declama-
tion of commonplace over noisy and frequently
cacophonous music; and such a combination will
not make an art work even with the admixture of
a wildlygesticulating chorus and well contrived
pictures and groupings. When Spinelll puts aside
his modern Ideas and becomes again a musician
(which we think he Is) he injects a set piece, a
barcarolll with mandolin accompaniment. Into the
midst of his mad drama— and thus saves his repu-
tation. And this was probably suggested to him by
a device employed by Tasca in "A Santa Lucia,"
made, like "A basso Porto," on a story in Co-
gnettl's "Neapolitan Scenes."

The further the tendency is carried the plainer
will Wagner's wisdom In choosing ancient myths
and legends for his subjects become manifest. In
them there is no limitation to the privilege of the
composer, and "Tannhauser" on Saturday was as
fresh as ever, and particularly agreeable because
it brought Fraulein Ternlna back to us—a noble
singer, noblo In technical achievement, noble also
In understanding and feeling. She had .ong been
ill.and there was a fear that she would not under-
take the task, or. Ifshe did, would fallIn It.But aha
sang beautifully, convincingly, authoritatively, de
spite the fact that the knowing listener listened
with sympathetic apprehension. A lovelier exhibi-
tion of dramatic singing than she gave In the duet
of the second act of "Tannhauser" on Saturday
could not be asked. And It was b- autlfullymusi-
cal as well.

"We are now in the record, and It may be ended
by saying that on the evening of Saturday "Faust"
was sung with the trustworthy Dippel in the place
of Saleza, again under the weather, and Mme.
Fames as Marguerite. Last night's concert had
been planned, as a notable one, but Calve, Us
bright particular star, was under a temporary
eclipse, and the manager's plans went awry. But
there was a fine audience. Miss Adams sang In
place of Mme. Calve, the management made good

the difference In prices, and all was well.

"SAPHO" POSTPONED AXOTHBR WEEK.
It was announced last night that the first appear-

ance of Miss Olgra Nethersole In "Sapho" wrfuld be
postponed for one more -week. The following was
sent to Theodore Moss, the manager of Wallack'a
Theatre, by Miss Nethersole's attending: physicians:

My Dear Mr. Moss: Ihave been asked to give
my opinion as to the possibility of Miss Nether-
Bole'B belns able to give a performance to-morrow
("Monday) evening at your theatre. In considera-
tion of the (act that the severe perl-tonsllllUs, from
which ahe has been suffering for a week, has been
followed by a great constitutional disturbance at-
tended by" fever and severe prostration. Imust
therefore say that It would be extremely danger-
ous for her to attempt to play before Monday,
February 6. Yours bROOK cmmg>

-
r

Iconcur In the above opinion.
CHARLES PHKLPS. M. D.

The tickets for the original opening night, Jan-
uary 22. will be good for February 5. Those pur-
chased

'
for other dates will be exchanged or themoney refunded, as desired.

Ex-Congressman Martin Maginnls. of Helena.
Mont., when seen yesterday at the Holland House,

said: "Montana is In a prosperous
THE SITTJA- condition at present, and financial
TION IN affairs so well with us. This we'
MONTANA. owe to our copper output and to

the present market value for that
metal. More than five hundred silver mines In

Montana are shut down, since they cannot be
profitably worked at the present time <fn account
of the low price the white metal now commands.

"While the political pot has not reached the
boiline point, nor are National politics as yet the
dominating feature of thought and speech, they
are nevertheless occupying considerable attention
with us. and it seems to be the general opinion
that the Presidential candidates of 189« will again
face each other In 1900. If this Is so, I think
Bryan will carry Montana again, although by a
reduced majority. Many of the members of the
Republican party who In 1896 were for silver are
now seeking to return to the party fold, a« they
no longer regard silver as a dominant issue, and
this will,of course, tend to reduce Bryan's vote in
Montana. In spite of this diminution of his
former vote in the State, Ibelieve that he still
retains sufficient strength to carry it and re-
ceive its electoral vote. From what Ihave seen
and heard Bryan Is to-day as strong west of the
Mississippi Rlv^r as he was In 1896. and should
the tickets be the same this year the returns from•hat section of the country willbe as they were In
the last election
"Ido not think t le new platform of the Demo-

cratic party will carry an anti-imperialistic plank,
but rather that it -will contain a declaration defin-
ing the line between expansion and extension, and
possibly the Democrat* will try to make an issue
as to the best method of governing our so-called
colonies, now that we've got them."

"A London friend of mine," said Robert Sablne.
of Baltimore, yesterday at the Hoffman House, "In

a recent letter Ireceived from him
THEY WERE sent me an Interesting story about
OLD FRIENDS, the capture of the Dublin Fusiliers

by the Boer forces. They were
taken, so it seems, by John T. Blake's regiment,
which is itself principally composed of Irishmen,
and when the final surrender came the two organ-
izations, which had just been pitted against each
other in a life and death struggle, fell, so to speak.
Into each other's arms, and were as brothers. In
honor of their capture a ration of whiskey was
served out to victor anl vanquished alike, and
when all were supplied the late opponents joined in
drinking a health to old Ireland and sang 'The
"Wearing of the Green.'"

'What Icannot understand.' my correspondent
further wrote me, 'Is why our troops have been
fooled by the Boers raising a white flag and then
deliberately shooting clown those who had recog-
nized its supposed message and left their cover. In
the Pienaars River engagement, in 1881. twice dur-
ing the action did the Boers raise the white flag,
and in consequence thereof both times the British
bugles sounded "Cease firing"and th^men left their
cover, only to be mowed down in the open by the
accurate fire of their tricky opponents. But ex-
perience so far does not seem to have been a
valuable teacher to our generals, who apparently
fall into one trap after another, and gain nothing
In knowledge from disaster, or conservatism and
care in fighting from repeated defeats."

"

THE PASSING THRONG.

Postofllce Xotica.
{Should be read DAlLY^.by^-all interested, aa rTiaillWmay occur at any time.)
Foreign mails for the week ending February 3. 1900.

will close (promptly inall cases) at the General PostoOc*
as follows: Parcels Post Malls close one hour earlier than
closing time shown below. Parcels Post Mails for Ger-
many close at 5 p. m. Monday.

TRANSATLANTIC MAILS.
TUESDAY

—
At 7 a. m. for Europe, per a. a. •Aller. via

Southampton and Bremen: at 8 a. m. for Netherlands)
direct, per s. a. Rotterdam, v.a Rotterdam (letters
must be directed "per R»«t«rdam").

WEDNESDAY
—

7 a. m. (supplementary 9 a. m.) for
Europe, per a. s. "St. Louis, via Southampton; at 10:30
a. m. for Belgium direct, per s. \u25a0- Southwark. via.
Antwerp (letters must be directed "per s. a. South—
warlc").

THURSDAY—At 7 a. m. for France. Switzerland, Italy.
Spain, Portugal. Turkey. Egypt and British India, per
s. s. »La Normandle. via Havre (letters for other parts
of Europe must be directed "per s. a La Normandie").

SATURDAY
—

At S a. m. for Azores Islands direct, per a,
s. Tartar Prince; at 8 a. m. for Netherlands direct, per
». s. Maasdam. via Rotterdam (letters must be directed
"per a. s. Maasdam"); at a a. in. supplementary 10:80
a, m.) for Europe, per a- s. •Teutonic, via Queenstown;
at 9a. m. for Italy, per a. a. Werra, via Naples (letters
must be directed "per a. s. Werra"): at 10 a. m. for
Scotland direct, per a. s. Anchoria, via Glasgow (letters
must be directed "per s. b. Anchorla"): at 11 a, m. (c:

Norway direct, per a. s. Hekla, via Christian la Getters
must be directed "per s. s. Hekla").

•PRINTED MATTER. ETC.
—

German steamers sailing on
Tuesdays take Printed Matter, etc.. for Germany, and
Specially Addressed Printed Matter, etc.. for other pans
of Europe. American and White Star steamers on
Wednesdays. German steamers on Thursdays, and
Cunard, French and German steamers on Saturday* take
Printed Matter, etc.. for all countries for which they aiw
advertised to carry mail.

After the closing of the Supplementary Transatlaatla
Mails named above, additional supplementary mails are
opened on the piers of the American. English, French
and German steamers, and remain open until wtthia
Ten Minutes of the hour of sailing of steamer.

MAILS FOR SOUTH AND CENTRAL. AMERICA*
WEST INDIES. ETC.

TUESDAY—At 1 p. m. for Inagua. Haytl and Santa
Marta. per a. a Belvernon. at

-
p. m. for Pernamhuco

and Santos, per s. s. Kaffir Prince Getters for other
parts of Brazil and La Plata Countries must be directed
"per s. s. Kaffir Prince"); at 9 p. m. for Jamaica, per
steamer from Boston.

WEDNESDAY
—

At .2:30 a. m. for Nassau, per etearser
from Miami. Fla.; at 0:30 a. m. (supplementary 10:30a. m.) for Central America (except Costa Rica) and
South Pacific Ports. per s. s. Finance, via Colon (letters
for Guatemala must be directed 'per a. s. Finance"):'
at 10-30 a. m. for Puerto Rico. per U. 8. Trans-
port; at 12:20 p. m. for St. Thomas. St. Crotx. Leewardand Windward Islands, per a. s. Fontabclle; at 1p. m.
for Cuba. Yucatan. Campeche. Tabasco and Chiapas.
per s. s. Orizaba, via Havana and Progreso Getters for
other parts of Mexico must be directed "per a. a.
Orizaba"): at 1 p. m. for Puerto Rico, per a. a. Man.
via Pence.

THURSDAY
—

At 1 a. m. for Jamaica, per steamer tramPhiladelphia; at 10 a. m. (supplementary 10:30 a. m.)
for Bermuda, per s. a Orinoco; at 1 p. m. (supple-
mentary 1:30 p. m ) foi Nassau, N. P.. Guaatanaaio
and Santiago, pea a, s. Santiago; at 1 p. m. for Mexico.
per s. s. Ardan-ose. via Tamplco (letters must be di-
rected "per Ardanrose">.

FRIDAY—At 1 p. m. for Belize. Puerto Cortes aadGuatemala, per s. s. Har.sa (letters must be directed
"per b. ». Hansa"); at 1 p. m. for Jamaica, per a. a
Erna (letters must be directed "per a. a. Brna."); at
1 p. m. for Yucatan, per ». a. Hug-.n. via Progress.

SATURDAY- t2:30 a. m. for Nassau, per steamer
from Miami. Fla.: at 9:30 a. m. (supplementary JO
a. ro.) for St. Thomas. St. Crolx, Leeward and Wind-
ward Islands and L'em»rara. per s. a. Madlana; at 10
a. m. (supple-nentary 10-30 a. m.> for Fortune Tilait.Jamaica, favanilla. Carthagena and Greytown. per a. a,
Alen- (letters for Costa Rica must be directed "per a. a.Aler.e"); at lOuW I. m for Haiti, per s. s. Dean. via,
Port-au-Prince (letters for Curacao. Trinidad. Venez-
uela. British and Dutch Guiana must be directed "par
s. s. Pean"): at 11 a. m. for Cuba, per s. a. Havana,
via Havana: at 1 p. m. for Nuevitas. Gthara. Vita
Baracoa and Puerto Padre, per •. s. Olinda.

SUNDAY- A' 8 » p. m. for St. Plerre-Mlaueloa. asv
steamer from Halifax. N. S.

•* a. per

Malls for Newfoundland, by rail to North Sydney andthence by steamer, close at this office dally at 8-36'n. ra.(connecting close here every Monday. Wednesday an.iSaturday). Mails for Mlquelon. by rail to Boston, andthence by steamers, close at this offlre daily at 9:30p. m. Malls for Cuba, by rail to Port Tamp*. Fla. andthence by steamer, close at this ofßca daily at &:&)
day) at *7 a. m., (the connecting closes are on SundayWednesday and Friday). Mails for Cub*, by rail to
Miami. V.a .and thence by steamer, close at this oJßce)
every Monday, Tuesday and Saturday at t2-S0 a. m.
(the connecting closes ire on Tuesday and Saturday*
Mails for Mexico City, overland, unless specially ad-
<Jre«sed for dispatch by steamer, close «t this o£e*dally at 2:30 a. m. and 2:30 p. m. Ma.ls far Costa,
Rica. Belize. Puerto Cortex and Guatemala, by rail toNew Orleans, and thence by steamer, close at tola of-
fice daily at *3 p. m.. (connecting closes here Sundays
and Tuesday for Ccsta Rica an.l Mondays for Bellas.
Puerto Cortes and Guatemala). 'Registered mall closes
at 8 p. m. previous day. tßegistered mall closes at

•
p. m. second day before. ,•. '

TRANSPACIFIC MAILS.
Malls for Hawaii, via San Franelscn. close here daily at

8:30 p. m. up to February »i inclusive, for dispatch
per a. s. Australia. Mails for Australia (except W«st
Australia, which goes via Europe, an.l New Zealand,
which goes via San Francisco) HawaJl. and Fiji Isl-
ands, via Vancouver, close here daily at 6 30 p. m. op
to February t3. Inclusive, for dispatch per a. a, MXo-
wera. Malls tor Hawaii. China. Japan and tit*
Philippine Islands, via San Francisco, close here dally
at 6:30 p. m. up to February H. inclusive, for dis-
patch per s. s. Nippon Maru. Malls for China ana
Japan and Philippine Islands, via Seattle. close here-
dally at 8:30 p. m. up to February t.V. for dispatch per
•. s. Tcsa> Maru (registered letters must be directed
"via Seattle"). Malls for Hawaii. Japan, China, aad
the Philippine Islands, %-la San Francisco, close here
dally at 6:30 p. m. up to February '12. Inclusive, for
dispatch per s. a. Rio de Janeiro. Malls for Australia
(except West Australia*. New Zealand. Hawaii, FUIand Samoan Islands, via San Francisco, close heredally at 6:30 p. m. after February '3 and up to Feb-
ruary tIT. inclusive, or on day of arrival of s. a. Cam-
pania, due at New York February tl7, for dispatch per
a. a. Alameda. Mails for China and Japan, via Van-couver, close here dally at 6:30 p. m. up to February
t2O. Inclusive, for dispatch per a. a. Empress of China
(registered mall must be directed "via Vancouver")
Malls for Society Isianda. via San Francisco, close, hers
dally at 6:30 p. m. up to February t23. Inclusive, tordispatch by ship Galilee.

Trs.-. {pacific malls are f-vrwarded to port of saillnadally, and the schedule of closing la arranged on thepresumption of their uninterrupted overland trans!,*
tßegtstered mall closes at 6 p. m. previous day.

CORNELIUS VAN COTT. Poataastea,
, roatefflce. New .York. N. T^ Jananqr U> ÜB|. £*

XEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE. MONDAY. JANUARY 29, 1900.
DIED.

PrsnCY— Newark, x. J.. on Saadar. Jamnary 28,
1900, T/oretra F. Fowler Piercy. formerly of London,
England, daughter of tfie late Prof. L. N. Fowler. In
her 49th year.

WHEELER-On Saturday January ST. 1900, William
Ogden Wheeler, of Sharon. Conn., son of th» InM ]M-
»on K. and Emily Osden Wheeler.

Funeral services at the residence of his stater, Mr*,
Gustav H. Schwab. No. 31 West 47th-et.. Tliaillay,
January 30. at 2 30 o'clock.

Chleaira paper» pleaie copy.

Special Notices.

"I*AST TWO OATS."

AMERICAN ART GALLERIES
Madison Square South. New Tort

OJS" VIEW33AY AND BTVTDTEN'Ck I
(9 UNTO. & T:*> T^rrn. Mk> ...

THE
NOTABLE COLLECTION"

,! OS"

AMERICAN PATNTINOS
Belonging to

WILLIAMT. EVANS
OF THIS CTTT.

Th« Entire Collection to "be Sold "by
ABSOLUTE PUBLIC SALE
AT CHICKERINa HALL.

Admission to Hall Free.
(So Eeserred Seats).

On the Ereningn of"Wednesday. Thttro*
day and Friday.

January 31st and February Ist and 3d,
at S o'clock.

THOMAS E. KIBBT. ACCTIONEEa.
AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION,

MANAGERS. I
Madison Square South. New York.

lletnlclco
'

<fc Uoi.ru. MEMORIAL "VCTnSTDOWS.New York.
Expression restored by artificial teeth. Dr. Dean*,

dentist. 454 Lexington aye.. cor. 43th. Award Columbian.
Exposition.

T2ST SiJSW YORK CITY.
One cent a copy extra postage Is charged on the DATLT

and TRI-WEEKLY to mail subscribers In New-Tor* City.

REMITTANCKS.
REMITTANCES should always be made la Postsfie*

money order. Express money order, or draft on New— York'
City. Ifcash is sent by mail unregistered. The Tribune
willnot bo responsible tor it*loss.

OFFICEa
MAINOFFICE

—
No. 154 Nassau-st.

UPTOWN OFFICE—No. 1.2*2 Broadway.
AMERICANS ABROAD willfind The Tribune at

London
—

Office of The Tribune. No. 149 Fleet-et.
Morton, Chaplin &Co.. No. 8 Prtncess-et.. M. C
Brown. Gould & Co.. No. 54 New-Oxford-et.
American Express Company, No. 3 Waterloo Place*
Thomas Cook & Son. Ludgate Circus.

The London office of The Tribune is a convenient plac*
to leave advertisements and subscriptions.

Paris
—

J. Monroe & Co.. No. 7 Rue Scribe.
Hottinguer & Co.. No. 38 Rue de Provence.
Morgan. Harjes & Co.. No. 31 Boulevard Haasssxasa. .
Credit Lyonnaise. Bureau dcs Etrangers.
American Express Company. No. 6 Rue Halevy.
Thomas Cook 4 Son. No. 1Place de I"Opera.

Geneva
—

Odler & Co.. and, Union Baak.
-

Florence
—

Whitby &. Co.

Tribune Terms to Mall Subscribers.

IIS" THE TTSTITEID STATES.
DAILY(withSunday). $1 a month, address changed m

often as desired; $2 50 for three months; IS tcr sixmonths t
'

$10 a year.
DAILY (without Sunday). 90 cents a month, address

changed as often as desired; $2 for three months: $4 for
six months: $8 a year.

SUNDAY TRIBUNE (separately), $1 for MXmonths; «3
a year. Address changed as often as desired.

WEEKLY TRIBUNE. Issued Thursdays. $1 a y*ar; to
foreign countries, except Mexico and Canada. 9204 a year.
including extra postage.

TRI-WEEKLY TRIBrNE.Issued Mondays. Wednesdays:
and Fridays, $1 30 a year.

TRIBUNE ALMANACfor 1900. 25 cents a copy.

FOR TRAVELLERS rN" lETTRCXPSI
DAILY(with Sunday). $1 73 a month. AiirtiicSaagsAi

as otter, as desired.
DAILY (without Sunday). $1 44 a month, Address)

chanced as often as desired. . .

A RARE CHANCE FOR BRYAN/.
, Mr. Bryan, that able, elegant and Ingenious
prince of demagogues, could ask no better political
capital than this House bill affords with which to
enter upon the campaign of 1900. He would charge
the Republican party with having entered Into a
v~.jJro..v . ».*;-.>• •»»- $ *«\u25a0 1»»«» t^i tM» JBmmt and
yorfh, with Wall Street and. the bond barons of
New-York and New-England, to overthrow the
money of"the people, and replace it with the money
tit the millionaires, monopolists and stock specu-
lators. He would tell them that the Republican
party Intends to destroy the greenback and silver
circulation, which is now limited to home circula-
tion, and replace It with gold, which the money
brokers and stock exchanges can corner, control,
\u25a0hip to Europe or hide away in the recesses of
banks, and thus at will contract the circulation,
create panics, speculate In stocks, cotton, wheat,
corn and pork, holding the products of the farmer
at their mercy—blow: prices up and down with
their breath as they would the mercury In their
thermometers.
Itwillbe well for the Republican managers to re-

member that any party which allies itself to the
money power, either In reality or in strong appear-
ance, Insures for Itself the hostility of the masses
of the voters. The history and fate of the old Whig
party. Intrenched behind the United States bank,
should be a warning. Andrew Jackson demolished
the bank, and the Whig party perished with it—
Buffering a lingering death.

The Republican party from Its very Inception has
been and is now pre-eminently the party of the
people. How unfortunate, ifit should be placed inen attitude susceptible of plausible misrepresenta-
tion as arrayed against the people.

Mr. Bryan will further claim that Congress hasSo more authority to make existing issues of cur-rency and bonds payable In gold than In silvercopper, nickel or brass; that ifa Republican Con-
tress -iars thus violate the original terms of issueand make greenbacks, bonds. Treasury notes andsilver certificates payable in gold, a Populist-
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THE FATE PREPARED FOR GOLD.

Besides this, put It us you may. the policy of
\u25a0withdrawing the three hundred and forty-six mill-

ions ot greenbacks from circulation, and substitut-

ing gold therefor, i*a policy of contraction, for the
simp'e reason that greenbacks circulate and gold

doe* not. Greenbacks float freely upon the surface
of 'he sea of business: g-old sinks into bank vaults

»nd nestle* In the depths of old stockings. The

banks will tell you that people don't want gold for
daily personal use. They greatly prefer paper. It
ip clear that any considerable retirement of green-

jn/-)f§ would be felt In the business community as a
contraction of the currency and an embarrassment

to business.
The most Indefensible and extraordinary feature

of the House bill, however. Is that which confers
authority upon the Secretary of the Treasury to

redeem silver and silver certificates with gold.

F:rh an unprecedented Mep is hard to characterize.

With a Secretary of the Treasury subject to the

Influence of Mr. Bryan, Itis easy to foresee what
would be the fate of any gold which might remain

In the Treasury after the Impounding of all the
greenbacks. Of all the preposterous financial
heresies ever sprung in Congress, from Populistic
policies of National loans on cabbages and pota-

toes to unlimited free silver, this takes the cake.
With $500,000,000 of silver coin and paper In circu-

lation, added to $346,000,000 of greenbacks and
$123,000,000 of Treasury notes of 1890— an aggregate,
substantially, of $1.000.000,000— a1l standing ready to
be shoved Into the National Treasury with de-

mand for gold the moment Mr. Bryan should bo
elected, what would become of the "gold standard"

and the gold?

But It may be aniwered that the Secretary of
the Treasury is empowered by this billto sell bonds
and Treasury notes for gold to refill the exhausted
Treasury. Imagine, ifyou can, Mr.Bryan's Secre-
tary of the Treasury offering gold bonds for sale!
Imagine a cat wading Into the water to catch fish.
But. even presuming that Mr. Bryan would so far
defy his party as to offer such bonds, who would
buy them from a free silver, free trade, Populistic
administration pledged to flood the Nation with
every ounce of silver from every mine in the world
the moment it came Into power at Washington?
Buchanan hawking 6 per cent gold bonds through
the markets at pawnbroker's rates and Grover
Cleveland on his knees begging syndicates to buy
6 per cent bonds a trifle above par— these were
thlning examples of Democratic credit when com-
pared with what might ,be expected of a Bryan
administration pledged to policies both domestic
and foreign which would wreck not only National
but private credit and prosperity beyond re-
demption.

«rive five hundred thousand Republicans out of the

party, and to facilitate th» election of William J.

BThe%«ent example set by Nebraska. **«•**•
voters of every party hue and color not genuine

told Republican went to the Bryan <»nfldftt"'_ »
a warning that the leader, of the Republican party

cannot safely put a tumblingblock In the silver

and greenback Republican brother away.

It willnot do Upresume upon carrying the eioc

MiMlr>*rltv under «he McKlnley tariff. The McKlnie>

popular, but how It may
prowblally

EuT T^muHuL which ,-terd.r -pre.d palm
fickle. "• . fa pOpuler hero and shouted
ranches If/h^th of•J.P

the bank, of the Hudson, only a
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eJts ago. roared "Bravos:" to the Ideal hero
* J-jfta. Two weeks later the same throats

M*«dhls name In public places and wrote vile

?S£ma« to the superb and spotless Dewey. The

t Jftl^ party must not stake the well being

T£> SSkS upon the perpetuity of Mr. McKln-
,:v,popularity, nor upon Us ability to handicap

Itself with unpopular legislation, expecting to win

hands down.

Is this a small matter? Perhaps It might be to
adjudged If there were so much lofty Imagination
in the denotement of the poet-composer's ideals as
to make one willingto forget the things which
high Imagination and exalted emotion accept like a
seer, in the prophetic sense, "calling the things
that are not as though they were, and forever de-
lighting to dwell on that which Is not tangibly
present." But we do not often find such qualities
In the performances. At the best a few of the
6ingir.gr actors strive for an Ideal more or less vivid
in their minds, and the rest are a lot of marion-
ettes pushed about by a stage manager, upon
whose Intellect there has not dawned the glimmer
of an Idea of what the poetical and dramatic con-
tents of the drama are. And with such a result
the public are perforce to be content. Welcome,
therefore, every attempt at an impersonation with
a distinct and Individual physiognomy; yea, thrice
welcome, even ft it violate traditions or fall to con-
form to the notions of the commentator. Mme.
Calv6 gave us such an Impersonation In "Faust."
and, hackneyed as the lovelyopera has been marls
by hundreds of repetitions In the conventional
manner, it at once sprang into vitality, and the
wish arose that it might be rejuvenated, not in one
element, but in all, so that new charms might be
added to those which have been puissant so long.
Herr Frledrlchs did a similar service and evoked a
similar wish by his exposition of the character of
Beekmesser In "Die Melstersinger." It seemed
enough that It was so picturesque, vital In every
refpert. po Illuminative of itself.yet Itleft a desire
that, excellent as all the companions, appurtenances

and Piirrnundlngs were, they might all be better,
so that the audience must needs have felt how
marvellously Wagner*! play meets the highest
definition of comedy and what a clear and com-
prehensive glimpse It gives into Nuremberg life
in the early years nf tho Reformation. "Die Mels-
tersinger" Is essentially photographic. There Is
not a personage or Incident in it that might not
be made to picture a mediaeval actuality. The
names of Its personages, with a few exceptions,
are copied from the archives of the town; the
rules which Kothncr lays down for the instruc-
tion of Waltbe ' are the words of the authentic
"tabulatur" thrown v»rse; the names of the tunes
which David reels off In his description of the
knowledge' demanded of a melstersinger are au-
thentic, and were as familiar to the members of
the guild four hundred years a;o as "Duke Street,"

"York." "The Old Hundredth" and similar titles
are to the church chorister to-day; even the
melodies and the manner of versification of the
Nuremberg meister.'-lngers, as faithfully recorded
by Wagenseil In his book. "De S.ierl Rom. Imperil

Llbeni Civitate Noriherpensi Commentatlo," are
ppproduced in Wagner's book und score.

Hen are plgmentl for local rolor by the boxful,

but how few <<t them do we find in the local copies

ct' Wagn-r's pictures? We cannot go to history
for an Illuminative note on any character, except

that of Hans Sachs, and even here we must yle'ld
to the poet the privilege of showing his character
In such a light as will serve his satirical purpose
best, reserving the reciprocal right of Judging

whether or not the historical character has been
injured in the ha.iilllng\ Wagner ban not injured
Sachs, but has left him as a type of the enlightened'
plain people of his strenuous time. He la one of
the burgher class, but one who loves the arts so
wisely and so well that he willneither despise the
rules of the pedants nor be ridden by them. With
him art was real, and not affectation and handi-
craft. Naturally, In this conception he must wear
a serious countenance, but New-York had formed
Its Ideal under the Inspiration of Herr Fischer's
Impersonation, and so Herr van Rooy was found
to be too gloomy. We art; all of us too much under

the Influence of the charm which IJprr Fischer

ex< rted years ago to enable any one to say that

the indfcnjent on Herr Van Rooy's conception was
Wbollj wrong; but this question Is largely a quea-

AN OPERATIC WEEK—STAQB SETTINGS

AND MANAGEMENT -MEISTERSINGER

CHARACTERS— MODERN VER-

ITISM—MMB.TERNINA.

Ifthe commentator on the doings of our operatic
folk were dependent for his subjects upon the new
or unfamiliar things offered by the managers, ho
would seldom have anything to talk about. To-day
his retrospective eye would glance past the glided
opera house In upper Broadway and light upon
the "West Side theatre In which, for weal or woe,
operas are performed throughout the season In
the vernacular. In that theatre, amid many
pains bravely endured, a new opera was born a
week ago, and mayhap has already lived out its
life, so far as the metropolis Is concerned. We do
not know whether or not It will ever be resusci-
tated here, but In any event It has served a pur-
pose, not only In Inviting attention to the ten-
dency In operatic composition which It Illustrated,
but also to a question of representation, which has
often been mooted but never discussed as It de-
serves.

T


