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ORONJE PROBABLY 'DOOMED.
WE BRITISH-SURROUND THE BOER FORCE INTREXCHEDa THE BED OF MODDER RIVER.

by the British artillery, and Inclosed on the east
and west by the British infantry-.

Sunday witnessed a gallant stand on the part

of the retreating fot. Tired, harassed, they still
maintained a bold front.

Itis somewhat difficult to explain the Sunday

action. In which all the British force was en-
gaged and In which General Cronje, under diffi-
cult conditions, managed to hold hie own. On
Saturday night the British mounted infantry
came into touch with Cronje's rear guard, driv-
ing them back upon the main body. On Sunday
morning the action was renewed, but the Boers,

c, IG'"ef'Rob^s reported on Wednesday from Modder River Orans-e FreeSlate, that he was she! ing the laa»er nf a*n*r,\ r . . ,' urange rree
feated Boer reinforcements aS from Ladvlkh ci6'/"6'/"1*? he .had de"

Press dispatches describe th
*

figh°L on the M<£Z S=;
"^PnS°TS-that Genera, Cronje, army is hiding in||||«-v*> j • ...

death trap.
»uing in tne Ded of the nver, and in a veritable

General Cronje's losses were estimated a* nan * a •* , .
Monday he had aied (or an s^,^!* °"o
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f.EXERAI. BOTHA. WITH A RELIEF COLUMN, DEFEATED

FIGHTING TO A FINISH.

THE BOER COMMANDER AFTERWARD
SAID HE WOULD FIGHT TO

THE DEATH

London. Feb. 23.— "The Daily News" has the
following dispatch from Modder River, dated
Wednesday afternoon. February 21:

The Boer forces under General Cronje are esti-
mated at eight thousand men. At 12 o'clock he
asked an armistice of twenty-four hours, which

OFFERED TO SURRENDER.

GENERAL CRONJE

GENERAL KELLT-KENNT

Onin«r 'o the frrible effects of th^ British-
fire. General Cronje on Monday asked

The Highland brigade suffered heavily, and,
a* at Magersfontein. the men were obliged to

lie prone, owing to the terrible Boer rifle fire.
The Canadians formed a part of the force which,

under Colonel Smith-Dorrien. crossed the river
it the drift ina vain effort to reach the enemy's
'eager. The little body of troops fought gal-

lantly, but were eventually compelled to fall
bfe k with severe loss.

DESPERATE NATURE OF THE CON-

FLICT RAGING OX THE

MODDER RIVER.
lOopyrlcfct 1900: by The New-Tork Tribune.!

[3T CABLE TO THB TRIBUNE.]

London. Feb. 23, 6 a. m—The graphic details
published this morning of the fighting which
took place at Paardeberg on Sunday show the
d^sf-rate nature of the resistance General
Cr<~.nje Is making in the face of a superior force.
The Boer commandant occupies an Intrenched
position in the bed of the Modder River at
Paardeberg Drift, which Is described as a
veritable deathtrap. Here the Boers were sur-
rounded by the British on Sunday, the Highland
brigade being on the south bank of the river
and a brigade of the Sixth Division on the north
bank. The British endeavored to envelop the
Bf<=Ts. but a stubborn resistance was offered,

and they were unable to make headway against
the hall of bullets the Boers poured against
them, while the burghers, on the other hand,
could not leave the sheltering banks of the river.
which formed a natural breastwork, without ex-

themselves to the shell fire of the Brit-
ish artillery.

was refused. Later he sent a messenger to Bay
that he would surrender.

The British General sent a reply tellinghim to
come into camp. Cronje refused, saying there
had been a misunderstanding and that he would
fight to the death.

General Srnith-Dorrien collected a large body
of raen, including the Canadians, and crossed
the river by Paardeberg Drift, advancing tow-
ard the laager, which was being vigorously

who had intrenched the river bed during the
night, prevented a further advance of the
mounted infantry in this direction.

Meanwhile the Highland Brigade, consisting of
the Seaforths, the Black Watch and the Argylls,
advanced from the south bank, and the Essex,
Welsh and Yorkshire regiments formed a long
line on the left, which rested on the river, the
extreme right being the Welsh. The whole line
was ordered to envelop the Boers, who lined
both banks of the river.

The firing soon became heavy. The Boers,
holding a splendid position, covereu the left of
the Highland Brigade, which advanced partly up
the river bed and partly in the open, while the
rest of the brigade, with the other regiments,
swung around the front of the Highland Brigade
on the level, coverless ground, exposed to a ter-
rible fir0 which obliged the men to He upon the
ground, as they did for the remainder of the day.

This began at 7:30 o'clock In the morning.
Through the dreadful heat and a terrible thun-
derstorm the British hung to the position, an-
swering the Boer fire and shooting steadily.

In the mean time the rest of the infantry com-
pleted the enveloping movement, the Welsh
regiment having succeeded in seizing the drift,
thus closing in the Boers, who had fought
throughout with splendid courage. General
Cronje's laager, full of carts, ammunition and
stores, could be plainly seen near the north
bank.

THE SCENE OF LORD KOBERTS'S CAMPAIGN.

for an armistice, which was refused. He then

•eat an offer to (surrender, but afterward with-
drew it, declaring that h»- would fight to the

fnd. The firing: was resumed and a number
of Boer wagons were set on fire by lyddite, the

sccsm being described as terribly picturesque.

The British infantry suffered severely on Sun-
flay, owing to the advance being over a flat

country devoid of cover, and this fact has

evidently influenced General Roberts In his de-

ffajupj not to endeavor again to carry' a Boer

rotition by assault. "Th* N^ws's" correspond-

ent believe* the Commander in Chiefs object

pfli now be attained by other means and a

f-Jrther great loss of lif*»avoided

General Buller continues to make steady prog-
r«F in his latest attempt to reach Ladysmith,

but no additional reports as to his movements
tr* forthcoming. !\u25a0 sf. F-

BRIGHTER FOR THE BRITIS

THE KANSAS CITY CONVENTION HALL.

AMPLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR A LARGE NUMBER

OF PERSONS.

Kansas City. Mo.. Feb. 22.—Convention Hall,

where the National Democratic Convention will b<»
held in June next. is situated at Thirteenth and

Central Ms., four blocks from the retail district of
the city. it has been classed by travellers as one
of the largest and most perfectly constructed au-
ditoriums in existence.

The building was erected at a cost of $225,000,

which was raised entirely by public subscription.

It occupies a piece of ground 314 by 200 feet in
extent, is two stories high and Is built of native
stone, cream brick and terra cotta. The first story

Is of the Renaissance style of architecture and the
second story is in peristyle form, with groups and
columns. The building is r>f bridge construction,

without ft column, the roof beinfr supported by

great steel girders that span its 200 feet of breadth.
Its general seating arrangement Is modelled some-

what upon the plan of the Metropolitan Opera
House, New- York. Th. floor space is divided into
arena, arena balcony, balcony and roof garden,
boxes skirting the arena and the arena balcony.
The stage Is situated In the centre of the arena.
The total seating capacity Is nearly 30.000, and
with standing room the building is capable of hold-
ing more than 22.00 people. The arena alone seats
4,000. To each side of the arena and under the
first balcony are numerous committee rooms, which
have their separate street entrances. The building
has no stairways, the upper aeatlngs being reached
by means of inclined planes. Separate exits are
used for the balconies and roof garden, and it is
estimated that the hall can be emptied at the rate
of 5.00) persons a minute.

The leading hotels of the city are the Coates. the

After the committee had selected the Gate
City of the West, th« Kant-as City boomers held
a Jollification meeting in their rooms at the
Raleigh. Ex-Governor Stone addressed the
gathering, predicting that those who attended
the convention would depart with praises on
their lips for the hospitality they had received,

and that the nominee of the convention would
be victorious at the polls in November.

GORMAN'S INFLUENCE STRONG.
A speech which had great Influence In fixing

the date was made by ex-Senator Gorman. He
said that four years ago it might have been
well to hold the convention early, as the party
then took a new position

—
one which drove

many of the leaders out of the party and into
temporary retirement. The organization then
went Into new hands— lnto the hands of able
men, but many of whom had not been active In
control of party affairs, and It took them some
time to organize. Now there was a good or-
ganization. The party was ready and equipped

to enter the campaign. The party in power
should be allowed to hold Its convention first,

and the Indictment of that party could be made
as it had been in times past. Mr. McLean, of
Ohio, also favored the lat« date.

THE TALL ISSUED.

The committee issued the following call:

The Democratic National Committee having
met in the city of Washington on February 22,
1900, has appointed Wednesday, the 4th day of
July, as the time, and chosen the city of Kan-
sas City. Mo., as the place for holding the Dem-
ocratic National Convention. Each State is en-
titled to a representation therein equal to double
the number of Senators and Representatives in
the Congress of thf> United States, and each Ter-
ritory

—Alaska, Indian Territory and the Dis-
trict of Columbia

—
shall have six delegates. All

Democratic conservative reform citizens of the
United States, irrespective of past political asso-
ciations nni differences, who can unite with us
in the effort for pure, economical and constitu-
tional government, and who favor the republic
and oppose the empire, are cordially Invited to
Join us in sending- delegates to the convention.

The District of Columbia contest for National
Committeeman was decided In favor of James
L. Norris. A sub-committee was named to au-
dit the accounts of the committee.

Chairman Jones was authorized to appoint a
sub-committee of seven, to make arrangements

for the convention. It Is probable- that Messrs.
Stone, of Missouri, and Johnson, of Kansas, will
be members of this committee. The committee
at 6:30 p. m. adjourned, to meet In Kansas City

on July 3.

Three dates for holding the convention were
proposed— May 9, by Mr. Townsend, of Oregon:
June 14, by Senator Tlllman, of South Carolina,
and July 4. by Mr McGraw. of West Virginia.

The vote on fixing the date of the convention
was: In favor of July 4, 27; June 14, 21; May
9, 1.

CLAIMS OF CITIES PRESENTED.
The committee met at the Hotel Raleigh.

The claims of the rival cities as to hotel accom-
modations, railroad and telegraphic facilities
were presented in open session by representa-
tives of each city, and later, in executive ses-
sion, ex-Governor W. J. Stone, on behalf of
Kansas City, and E. C. Wall, the National Com-
mitteeman from Wisconsin, on behalf of Mil-
waukee, explained the financial inducements
which the city he represented was willingto

make. One of Milwaukee's strongest argu-

ments was the political effect which the hold-
Ing of the convention in that city would have
on the German-American voters, who were rep-

resented to the committee as wavering in their
allegiance to the Republican party. Tt seemed
to be taken for granted by the speakers that
Bryan would be renomlnated, and that the Chi-
cago platform In substance would be reaffirmed.
Opposition to trusts, expansion and Imperial-
ism, together with every riention of Bryan and
the Chicago platform, aroused enthusiasm, but
In the open session of the committee there waa
no allusion to free silver.

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION

CALLED—SENTIMENT ALL

FOR BRYAN.

[BT TBLEORAPH TO THE TBIBUXB.]
Washington. Feb. 22.—As predicted last night

in these dispatches, the Democratic National
Committee lost no time in sending 1 the Demo-
cratic National Convention to Kansas City, the
choice of the three leaders— Stone, Jones, of Ar-
kansas, and Bryan—now most potent in direct-
ing the committee's policy. July 4 was fixed as
the day for the Convention to assemble. In thla
respect the committee adhered to party tradition,

which has usually inhibited meeting at an earlier

date than that set for the Republican National
Convention. Kansas City won over its only
rival, Milwaukee, by a vote of 40 to 9, for rea-
sons previously given, among them the promise

of surroundings more distinctly congenial to the
spirit and purpose of the Democratic organiza-

tion as now directed and officered. Kansas City

also bound Itself to contribute $75,000 in cash to
the Democratic campaign chest, as well as to
meet all the expenses incident to the entertain-
ment of the Democratic delegates. The repre-
sentatives of the second city in Missouri en-
gaged, moreover, to furnish ample accommoda-
tions for the visitors who are likely to attend the
convention next July, though they naturally

failed to assure a climate tempered to the feel-
ings of what Is likely to prove an excited and

tumultuous gathering. The sentiment expressed

at to-day's gathering indicated, of course, the
unanimous renomination of Colonel W. J. Bryan

for the Presidency.
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SHIT IT IN A DEATH TRAP.

THE BOERS fUBBOUNDED IN THE RIVER

BE!D BY BRITISH ARTILLERY AND

INFANTRY.
Paardeberg Drift,Orange Free State. Tuesday.

Feb. 20.—General Cronjes magnificent night

march from Magersfon'ein now appear, llkely

t0 end In disaster. The main body of the Boers

l8inclosed in a terrible death trap. The enemy

are hiding in the bed of the Modder. commanded

REQUEST FOR ARMISTICE REFUSED.

CRONJB TOLD THAT HE MIST FIGHT TO

A FINISH OR SURRENDER

Cape Town, Feb. L'l!.—In reply to General
Cronje's request for an armistice of twenty-

four hours, to allow him to bury his d°ad. Lord

Kitchener told the Boer commander that he must

fight to a flnlFh or surrender unconditionally.

General Cronje'p position is reported hopeless.

The British have occupied Barkly West.

The bombardment was then reopened, and our
lyddite shells set fire to the Boer wagons. We
continued shelling the laager through the nigrht.
and in the morning- we resumed with Maxims
and rifles, principally from the north side.

On Sunday there was much waste of life in
attacking, and the same result will be achieved
without It. During Monday night seven Boers
made an attempt to break through our lines,
but they were captured and their leader was
killed. Pour wen- carrying letters. It is be-
lieved that there was one other who got through.

<nhf>r prisoners say that General Cronje>
marched from ICagerafontein here without out-
spanning, a distance of thirty-three miles. Had
he succeeded in escaping it would have been one
of the finest performances In the annals of war.
The Canadians made a gallant charge at the
laager, but were driven baok with loss, (ic-ne-al
Macdonald and General Knox are slightly
wounded.

f'opyrlftit; 1900: by The Nexr-Tork Tribune.]

[BT cable to the T«!Br!»E. ]

Loncon. Feb. 23. 1 a. m.—Generals Roberts
end Buier are marching on from one triumph
to anotier. but they are also acting cautiously

and win discretion. The reports current for
•ever*! day* that General Cronjes force had
been eujrounded were confirmed, yesterday by

«i*patchis from Cape Town and Modder River,

and by General Roberts himself. An official mes-

sage Iron him, dated Wednesday, stated that

he had b»«i satisfied by a reconnoissance that
in assault upon Cronjes position would be cost-
ly, and consequently had decided to bombard
It.and aleoto turn his attention to the reinforce-

ment* whi<n were arriving for the enemy. The

result* of he latter manoeuvre were satisfac-
tory, IsBM fee enemy waa driven off in all direc-- ——

C«itljajaed •» »•«•• "

THE FIRST RAILWAY IN THE WORLD
to adopt for all Its car* the Plntsch light is the
New York Central. Tn;» line has Pintsch lightm
Us sleeping and parlor cars, its coachea. baggage
cars and mall cars, contributing In this, as ta all
other things, to the comfort and safety or It*pa-
lil— \u25a0<»!

<mai

The bin says that the lands to be taken for
park purposes are those between the Atlantte
Ocean. West Seventeenth-st . Coney t«i«^|
Creek and flmwisd Bay. and the lands of
the Norton Point Land Company An ex-
amination of the h^t maps shows that tha
greater part of this area is overflowed by hUjh
tides, and if H kl converted into a park tt win
require an Immense amount of dredging; of
water channels an>l fillingin in order to keep
the land out of the nack d tides.

NO FURTHER THAN THE ASSEMBLY.
Park Commissioner Brower said yesterday

that he thought the De Graw bill would get no
further than the Assembly, despite its apparent
popularity among the Assemblymen. He added
that Brooklyn already had as many parks as)

it could care for.

"More parks nre all right enough," said ex-
rivil Service Commis>sloner Jordan, "but the
land men'iorei \.\ hardly make
an inviting park The bill has a suspicions
look."

R. Ross Appleton. formerly Tax Collector of
Brooklyn, had the following to say:

When Iwa* a member of Mr. eren's admin-
istration Iwas strongly In favor of a park allalong the ocean front of Coney Island, with recrea-
tion piers of a plain and inexpensive sort, andplaygrounds for the little folks. I wanted themoney spy-nt for Fore?t Park spent at Coney Isl-
and, but Forest Park was selected. If the Con-course could be extended right down tr» Sea Gate
Ishould be in favor of a bill authorizing it.as the
land Is rising in price all the while, and Ifany-
thing is done It should be done at once. This
scheme to create a park on the r.orth side of Coney
Island and alontr Oravesend Pay is a horse of an-
other color, and Ican't say "that Iam in favor
of It.

On general principles Iam In favor of Increasing
the number of parka and of doing It now while
land is cheap. The city is growing so rapidly that
if buying needed park sites i* put on* it willmean
paying excessive prices at some future day. Ifthis
bill provides for extending the present park or con-
course right through to Sea Gate Ishould be in
favor of it, hut if it only provides for a park on
the salt marshes h:., of Coney Island, that is a>
different matter. The bill invests the Controller
with a great deal of power. IfMr. Ciler were to
be Controller permanently that provision mightbev.-ise; but in view of the f.-tct that he may serve
only one term it would seem as If too much power
were given him. There is no tellingwhat may hap-
pen to us under Tammany Hall In the next few

ears.

Ex-Park Commissioner J. O. Dettmer, of
Brooklyn, said:

Michael J. Dady. it seems, Is a large land-
holder in Gravesend. but it could not be learned
for a certainty whether any of his land would
be included in the proposed park. Mr.Dady Is
InCuba looking after his $50,000,000 sewer con-
tract, and will not be home for several weeks.
Controller Coler went to Suffern, N. V.. yester-
day forenoon, and could not be reached.

WHAT MR. GROUT SATS.
Borough President Grout, of Brooklyn, will

oppose the bill. When seen yesterday he said:
This hill should be killed The charter gives

plenty of authority for acquiring park lands with-
out going to Albany for special legislation. As a
matter of fact, no park is needed a: Coney Island.
What Coney Island needs is better !walks, pave-
ments and sewers. This talk about more parks Is
largely nonsense. Idon't know who the real pro-
moters of the bill are. but it looks as if there
might be some real estate speculators behind It.
The city ha<? now all the park lands It can handle.
and this measure completely upsets provisions of
the charter with reference to park lands. Itplace*
an enormous patronage in the hands of an official

ho should have nothing to do with it. and it
takes the legal proceedings out of the established
channels and places them in the hands of private

tinsel. I fail to see where the money for this
new park is comir.g from. The city ha- plenty of
ways to spend Its money to better advantage than
by creating a new p.irk out of the suit marshes at
Coney Island,

William P. Rae. secretary of the Norton
Point Land Company, said last night when
seen by a Tribune reporter at his home. No*
316 Monroe-si.:- -2.—

——
"

—
•

\u25a0•*\u25a0

The company which Irepresent is not Interested
In the bill preser;t:r.2r at Albany for a Coney Island
Park along Gravesend Bay. Our company owns
about one hundred and fiftyacres around Norton's
Point. It is restricted property and is becoming-
so valuable that we do not feel that the city could
adequately recompense us for the land ifit wanted
it for park purposes. The provision in the De Graw
bill allowing our land to b<» taken if the commis-
sioners deem It for the best public interest was
not put In the bill with our kaowledge or consent,
although Iknew that such a bill would be pre-
sented to the Legislature.

Assemblyman Abram C. De Oraw's bill pro-
viding for a large city park at Coney Island «•
land which is now virtually salt marshes win
meet the opposition of President Grout of th«
Borough of Brooklyn, Park Commissioner
Brower of Brooklyn, and probably Controller
Coler, although the bill places in the hands of
Controller Coler the responsibility of appointing*

the Commissioners who are to buy the land.
Some persons in Brooklyn are of the opinion

that Ifthe bill is amended so as to connect the
present Concourse at Coney Island with the
proposed new park It may meet sufficient pub-
lic approval to warrant its passage by th»
Legislature. On the other hand, the majority
of people see in the billa huge Job skilfullycon-
trived to mulct the city possibly out of $3,000,000
or $4,000,000 before the necessary grading 1 and
fillingare finished, and the recreation piers and
amusement places are all constructed.

Brooklynites who scrutinized the bill do—ly
yesterday saw a possible "little joker" in th»
clause of the section which says:

. . . And Ifsaid Commissioners deem it for tttm
best public Interest they may include the lands be-
twe-en the Atlantic Ocean. West Seventeenth-st,
Ccney Island Creek and Gravesend Bay. and th*
land of the Norton Point Improvement Company.

ON A GENEROUS SCALE.

If It should develop that the Norton Point
Land Company, tiring of its project to trans-
form the western end of Coney Island into a
villa section for the wealthy, had interested its

friends in Assemblyman De Graw's bill, then
the taxpayers may well hold their breath, for
the land company has been spending money on.
a generous scale, and many handsome cottages)

have been built along the ocean front on the>
company's property. In speaking of the possi-

ble interest of the Norton Point Land Company

in the De Craw bill, a well known Brooklyn

real estate man said to a Tribune reporter:

It is possible that the land company has noted
with alarm the steady growth of the lower end of
Coney Islam toward Sea Gate. After the fire which,

blotted out a part of Coney Island las: spring the
burned district was rebuilt with amazing rapidity,
and there U every indication that the cheap amuse-
ment places of Con Island willbe extended along1

the beach till they adjoin finally the property of the
land improvement company at st>a Gate. Inorder
to get to Sea Gate It is necessary to pass through
Coney Island, and there ha? always been some
doubt about he permanency of Sea Gate as a rest-
ful place for cottagers. The cottages already there
are models of comfort and convenience, and the.
building of the Atlantic Yacht Club's BOOM there-
has added to the attractiveness of the place. At the
same time the rapid growth of the amusement and
dime catching schemes at Coney Island is attract-
ing more and more people there year by year, and
it will only be a few years before the riffraff will
be having their fun within the shadow of the big?
gate which shuts off the Norton Point Land Con-
par.y's settlement from what is pooularly known as
Coney Island. If the Commissioners authorized un-
der the De Craw bill should take it into their heads
to buy this Sea Gate pronertv. then every one can-
get ready to see a cool $2.000.0C0 spent for the Sea
Gate end of the island alone.

PROJECT MAT POST THE CITTMILLIONSI*

CARRTKD OIT-MR. GROUT ANT>

OTHERS r-RiTI'MSE THE PLA3f.

PRorosEn pity park at coney isl-

and DENOUNCED.

OPPOSING DE GRAW'S BILL.

Columbia. B. C, Feb. 22 (Special).— At Mechanic*-
ville to-day Janes Gardner, aged fifty-five, a pros-
pproiiß merchant after making a will leaving all
hi.-< property to the young girl who had rejected
him. took strychnine and tiled.

Springfield. 111.. Feb. 22.—Major Stafford Wilson.
special master In chancery, appointed by Judge
Allen in he Federal Court to sell the St. Louis.

Peorla and Northern Railway and the Madison
CoaJ Company under decree of foreclosure, has
fixed the date of the sale for noon. March 15. in this
city, at the Federal Building. The upset price for
the whole property is fixed at JSW.OCO.

Austin. Tex.. Fen 22.—The Texas Legislature,
after a thirty days' special session, has adjourned
sine die without having accomplished the object
for which it was convened. The session was called
to pass a tax adjustment law. which has entailed
what is called the greatest lobby legislative Haiti
ever known in Texas. The bill was kept in the
House all of the thirty days, and little progress
was made In Its consideration, owing to the suc-
cessful tactics of the filibusters. Governor Savers
declined to convene the Legislature for another
thirty days on the ground that he had no assurance
that it would pass a bill, and the session according-
ly ended at midnight by limitation, a bitter wrang-

lingagainst time and inaction marking the last day
of the session.

Chicago. Feb. 22.—Forty passengers who spent

•the night on the Goodrich Line steamer lowa,
which was blocked by the i~e outside the harbor
here yesterday, reached shore at 1:30 o'clock this
morning. The boat, which left Milwaukee at I
p m Tuesday, became wedged in the ice about a
mile out from the harbor on reaching here yes-
terday A tug was sent to lend assistance, but suc-
ceeded only after a night of Incessant work, ham-
pered as It was by snow and the gale which blew

from the northwest part of the time. It was stated
to-day that the boat was not materially Injured.

Chicago Feb. 22.—The immense water power of
the new Ship and Drainage Canal, estimated to be
worth millions of dollars, is .to be utilised and con-
trolled by the municipal government of Chicago
ifplans by Mayor Harrison are carried Into effect.
Mayor Harrison said that the passage by the City
Council Monday night of an ordinance authorizing
the Issue of $2,500,000 bonds for the construction of
a power plant at Lockport is only a step In the
movement to secure the power for municipal pur-
poses and that, if necessary, legislation will be
pressed to secure the water energy for Chicago.
Mayor Harrison also intimated that he would fight
all attempts to lease the power to private indi-
viduals The power thu« secured will be used for
lighting the streets and all public buildings and to
furnls»h bridge and waterworks power.

NEW BROOMS SWEEP CLEAN
Lackuwann* Railroad has Just assumed charge of

its dining car service. Improvements everywhere.
-Advt.

Plttsburg, Feb. 22.—The report of the output of
coal of the Monongahela River mines to the Pitts-
burg Harbor shows a total of 4,699,000 bushels for
the week ending February 17.

TFLFAiRAPHIC XOTES

BRITISH WAXBBIPB HOXOR THE DAY.

London. Feb. 23.—A dispatch to 'The Daily

Mail" from Sydney. N. S. W., says:

Thf» Rrit'sh warships dressed with bunting to-
day (Thursday) in honor of Washington, whlcsj
was greatly gratifying to the American colony.

A MOB OF MUSSn.MAXS GIVES TROTBI.E IN BET-

ROOT.•
Beyroot. Syria, Feb. 22.—A mob of Mussul-

mans has wounded the son of the British Vice-
Consul, Abela, at Sidon. and has surrounded
the consulate. Troops have been dispatched
and the Consul-General has gone to the scene
of the disturbance.

BRITISH COXSTLATE ATTACKED.

MAY COMPROMISE ON REFUNDING.

The important question of the refunding pro-
vision of the Senate billproved more difficult to

settle, and up to thf> olose of the conference to-

night no actual agreement had been reached,
although a compromise was insight. The House
made no provision for refunding the debt, and
under the circumstances the House conferrees
felt that if they were to accept such an impor-
tant provision as the Senate had incorporated in
the bill they should have a part in framing it.
Instead, therefore, of accepting the Senate pro-
vision as a whole, a new form was prepared,
and this Is likely to be the basis of the compro-
mise, it retains the principle of refunding, but
makes a considerable alteration in the original
phraseology.

Another difficult question has been the Sen-
ate provision as to an international bimetallic-
conference. The House conferrees have been
unwillingto accept this, and up to to-night they
had1 declined to yield, although the chances
seemed rather more favorable to its retention
than its rejection.

THE BANKING FEATURES.

An agreement has also been reached on the
provision for National banks with small cap-
ital, and also for the Issue of bank note circu-
lation up to the par value of bonds deposited.

The agreement on the issue of United States
notes of small denomination was a compromise.
The Senate provided that no notes should be
issued below $10, but the House conferrees in-
sisted that this would cause a stringency in
small bills. It was finally arranged to do away
with the limitation of $10, and to provide that
the small notes of $5 and under should be kept
np -to the volume now in circulation, •which is
$390,000,000. . .

OOLD RESERVE QUESTION SETTLED.
The difference as to the maintenance of a gold

reserve was also speedily and satisfactorily ad-
justed. The Senate provision calls for a re-
serve of 5100.000.000, while the Hnus» provision

did not fix a definite sum, but made the reserve
25 per cent of outstanding notes. On this ques-
tion, also, the Senate provision met with most
favor because of its definiteness.

The House conferrees insisted, however, that
the Senate section be changed so as to provide
for a Division of Issue and Redemption in the
Treasury, as was originally provided in the
House section relating to a gold reserve. The
purpose of this Issue and Redemption Division
is to keep the fiscal and the banking features
of the Treasury entirely distinct. It is under-
stood that this feature and the Senate provision
on the gold reserve will be Incorporated In the
final settlement.

That the dollar consisting of twenty-five and
eight-tenths grains of gold nlne-t»nths fine
shall, as established by Section 3.511 of the Re-
vised Statutes of the United States, continue to
be the standard unit of value, and al! forms of
money Issued or coined by the T'nited States
shall be maintained at a parity of value with
this standard; and United States notes an<l
Treasury notes Issued under the Act of July 14,
IS!*>, when presented to the Treasury for re-
demption shall be redeemed in gold coin of such
standard.

CONFERREES SETTLE MOST OF THE

IMPORTANT POINTS AT ISSUE.

Washington. Feb. 22.—The Republican confer-
rees on the Currency bill, after being Insession
seven hours to-day, practically completed their
work, full agreement having been reached on all
the points at issue except the Senate amend-
ment relating to the refunding of the bonded
debt and the international bimetallic clause, and
on these the outlook was that a satisfactory ar-
rangement would be reached to-morrow. The
concurrence waa so complete that the Senate
conferrees prepared to call in the Democratic
members, but the House Republicans— Messrs.
Broslus and Overstreet

—
were not quite ready for

this step, indicating a purpose to continue their
insistence on the two questions still open.

THE GOLD STANDARD PROVISION.
Already, however, most of the Important ques-

tions have been disposed of. The language by
which the gold standard Is established pronrcd
less difficult to adjust than was at first antici-
pated. While the provisions in the House and
Senate bills were the same in principle, they
differed entirely In wording, and, after some
consideration the Senate provision commended
itself to the conferrees of both houses. This
provision doubtless will be a part of the final
agreement, and is as follows:

AGREEMENT OX GOLD BILL.

Baltimore, the Midland, the Savoy, the Victoria and
the Washington, all of which art- from three to ten
blocks distance from the hall The Coates. which
has always been Mr. Bryan's stopping place here,
will, it is snid. be made the h»"-a Iquarters of the
National Committee.

BEACTTTUI*, BWIFT AND ST'RE.
The "Royal Limited," exquisite in all appoint-

ments, leaves New-York. South Ferry and foot ofLiberty St., Daily 3 p. m., arrive* Washington 8 p.m.
Unexcelled Dining and Cat* Car Service.— Advt.

'
FOR THE NORTH PACIFIC COAST.. „_„ route—itart by the New York Central.

l^lck tlmTVarious »«vtoe. Consult our ticket

London. Feb. 22, 4:17 p. m—The War Office
has received from Lord Roberts the following
message, which was delayed in transmission,

dated Paardeberg, Wednesday, February 21:
Yesterday afternoon Iwas satisfied, by a care-

ful reconnoissance in force of the enemy's posi-
tion, that Icould not asjault it without very
heavy lon, which Iwas most anxlrus to avoid.
Accordingly, Idecided to bombard him with ar-
tillery and turn my attention to the enemy's re-
inforcements. The result was most satisfactory.
The Boers were driven off in all directions, los-
ing a good many killed and wounded and about
fifty prisoners, who say they arrived from Lady-
smith two days ago by railroad They also say
it was our artillery fire which caused them to
abandon the kopje they were occupying. Our
loss was two officers— Captain Campbell, of the
9th Lancers, and Lieutenant Houston, of the
artillery.—and four nion, all slightly wounded.

GENERAL ROBERTS BREAKS SILENCE.

THE BRITISH COMMANDER IX CHIEF SENDS
A CHEKRFT'L REPORT.

Toward evening the battery on the south side
opened, co-operating with the battery on the
north side. A wonderful sight followed. The
shells fell with amazing precision along the
river bed opposite the laager, which war shelled
thoroughly, damaging everything It contained.

One shell set on fire a small ammunition wagon,
which burned nearly all day. Many other
wagons were set on fire, and the glare was visi-
ble at a considerable distance far into the night.

The infantry also maintained a terrible fin,
which was answered vigorously. The scene

toward night was terribly picturesque, with the
Mazing wagons, the roaring artillery and the
crackling rifle fire.

shelled. This force marie a g-allant attempt to
charge Into tin- laager, but failed.

Before seizins the western drifts the Boers
occupied a kopje on the south bank running

down the river. Therefore their force Is cut in
two. The Boers held the kopje and have one
Vickers-Maxim and probably one or two other
guns.

I.


