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CRONJE PROBABLY DOOMED.

THE BRITISH SURROUND THE BOER FOR

IN THE BED OF

CE INTRENCHED
MODDER RIVER.

GENERAL BOTHA, WITH A RELIEF COLUMN, DEFEATED

General Roberts reported on Wednesday fro
State, that he was shelling the laager of Genera

General Cronje’s losses were
Monday he had asked for an armistice, w
surrender, but subsequently
day the position of the Boer

Supplies are being pus
pected that the De Beers mi
great misery.

o

m Moc!der River, Orange Free
I Cronje, and that he had de-

estimated at 800, and it was reported that on

hich was refused. Then he offered to

declared he would fight to the death. On Wednes-
commander remain unchanged.

hed into Kimberley as fast as possible. It is ex-
ne will be at work again in ten days, alleviating
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FIGHTING TO A FINISH.

DESPERATE NATURE OF THE CON-
FLICT RAGING ON
MODDER RIVER.

[Copyright- 1800: by The New-York Tribune.]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, Feb. 23, 6 a. m.—The graphic details
published this morning of the fighting which
took place at Paardeberg on Sunday show the
desperate nature of the resistance General
Cronje 1s making in the face of a superior force.
The Boer commandant occupies an intrenched
position in the bed of the Modder River at
Paardeberg Drift, which is described as a
veritable deathtrap. Here the Boers were sur-
rounded by the Briiish on Sunday, the Highland
brigade being on the south bank of the river
and & brigade of the Sixth Division on the north
bank. The British endeavored to envelop the
Beers, but a stubborn resistance was offered,
and they were unable to make headway against
the hail of bullets the Boers poured against
them, while the burghers, on the other hand,
could not leave the sheltering banks of the river,
which formed a natural breastwork, without ex-
posing themselves to the shell fire of the Brit-
ish artillery.

The Highland brigade suffered heavily, and,
es at Magersfontein, the men were obliged to
lie prone, owing to the terrible Boer rifle fire.
The Canadians formed a part of the force which,
under Colonel 8mith-Dorrien, crossed the river
at the drift in a vain effort to reach the enemy’s
irager. The little body of troops fought gal-
lantly, but were eventually compelled to fall
back with severe loss.

Gwing to the terrible effects of the British
artillery fire, General Cronje on Monday asked

THE

OFFERED TO SURRENDER.

THE BOER COMMANDER AFTERWARD
SAID HE WOULD FIGHT TO
THE DEATH.

London, Feb. 23.—“The Daily News” has the
following dispatch from Modder River, Gated
Wednesday afternoon, February 21:

The Boer forces under General Cronje are esti-
mated at eight thousand men. At 12 o'clock he
asked an armistice of twenty-four hours, which

e

GENERAL KELLY-KENNY.

was refused. Later he sent
that he would surrender.

The British General sent a reply telling him to
come into camp. Cronje refused, saying there
had been a misunderstanding and that he would
fight to the death.

a messenger to say
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by the British artillery, and inclosed on the east
and west by the British infantry.

Sunday witnessed a gallant stand on the part
of the retreating foc. Tired, harassed, they still
maintained a bold front.

It is somewhat difficult to explain the Sunday
action, In which all the British force was en-
gaged and in which General Cronje, under diM-
cult conditions, managed to hold his own. On

Saturday night the British mounted infantry
came into touch with Cronje's rear guard, driv-
Ing them back upon the maln body. On Sunday

GENERAL CRONJE.

who had intrenched the river bed during the
night, prevented a further advance of the
mounted infantry in this direction.

Meanwhile the Highland Brigade, consisting of
the Seaforths, the Black Watch and the Argylls,
advanced from the south bank, and the Essex,
Welsh and Yorkshire regiments formed a long
line on the left, which rested on the river, the
extreme right being the Welsh. The whole line
was ordered to envelop the Boers, who lined
both banks of the river.

The firing soon became heavy. The Boers;
holding a splendid position, covereu the left of
the Highland Brigade, which advanced partly up
the river bed and partly in the open, while the
rest of the brigade, with the other regiments,
Sswung around the front of the Highland Brigade
on the level, coverless ground, exposed to a ter-
rible fire which obliged the men to lle upon the
ground, as they did for the remainder of the day.

This began at 7:30 o'clock in the morning.
Through the dreadful heat and a terrible thun-
derstorm the British hung to the position, an-
swering the Boer fire and shooting steadily.

In the mean time the rest of the infantry com-
pleted the enveloping movement, the Welsh
regiment having succeeded in seizing the drift,
thus closing in the Boers, who had fought
throughout with splendid courage. General
Cranje’'s laager, full of carts, ammunition and
stores, could be plainly seen near the north
bank.

General Smith-Dorrien collected a large hody
of men, including the Canadians, and crossed
the river by Paardeberg Drift, advancing tow-
ard the laager, which was being vigorously
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OBERTS'S CAMPAIGN.

for an armistice, which was refused. He then
tent an offer to surrender, but afterward with-
drew it, declaring that he would fight to the
end. The firing was resumed and a number
of Boer wagons were set on fire by lyddite, the
scene being described as terribly picturesque.

The British infantry suffered severely on Sun-
day, owing to the advance being over a flat
tountry devoid of cover, and this fact has
*vidently influenced General Roberts in his de-
cition not to endeavor again to carry a Boer
rotition by assault. *“The News's” correspond-
ent believes the Commander in Chief's object
will now be attained by other means and a
turther great loss of life avoided.

General Buller continues to make steady prog-
ress in his latest attempt to reach Ladysmith,
bt no additional reports as to his movements
&re fortheoming. LN PF

BEIGHTER FOR THE BRITISH.

opyright; 1900: by The New-York Tribune.]
(BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Lonten, Feb. 23, 1 & m.—Generzls Roberts
end Biller are marching on from one triumph
to anoker, but they are also acting cautiously
&nd wih discretion. The reports current for
severs! days that General Cronje's force had
been suyounded were confirmed yesterday by
éispatchis from Cape Town and Modder River,
&nd by General Roberts himself. An official mes-
€2ge fron, him, dated Wednesday, stated that
be had en satisfied by a reconnoissance that
&n assauliypon Cronje's position would be cost-
ly, and cosequently had decided to bombard
it, and aleoto turn his attention to the reinforce-
ments whi were arriving for the enemy. The
results of he latter manceuvre were satisfac-
tory, since ke enemy was driven off in all direc-

T Eoitinned oR SORrth PRESs T
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The bombardment was then reopened, and our
lyvddite shells set fire to the Boer wagons. We
continued shelllng the laager through the night,
and In the morning we resumed with Maxims
and rifles, principally from the north side.

On Sunday there was much waste of life in
attacking, and the same result will be achieved
without it. During Monday night seven Boers
made an attempt to break through our lines,
but they were captured and their leader was
killed. Four were carrying letters. It is be-
lieved that there was one other who got through.

Other prisoners say that General Cronje
marched from Magersfontein here without out-
spanning, a distance of thirty-three miles. Had
he succeeded in escaping it would have been one
of the finest performances in the annals of war.
The Canadians made a gallant charge at the
laager, but were driven back with loss. General
Macdonald and General Knox are slightly
wounded.

REQUEST FOR ARMISTICE REFUSED.
CRONJE TOLD THAT HE MUST FIGHT TO
A FINISH OR SURRENDER.

Cape Town, Feb. 22.—In General
Cronje's request for an armistice of twenty-

reply to

four hours, to allow him to bury his dead, Lord

Kitchener told the Boer commander that he must

fight to a finish or surrender unconditionally.
General Cronje’'s position is reported hopeless.
The British have occupied Barkly West,

SHUT UP IN A DEATH TRAP.

THE BOERS SURROUNDED IN THE RIVER
BED BY BRITISH ARTILLERY AND
INFANIRY.

Paardeberg Drift, Orange Free State, Tuesday,
Feb. 20.—General Cronje’s magnificent night
march from Magersfontein now appears likely
to end in disaster. The main body of the Boers
is inclosed in a terrible death trap. The enemy
are hiding in the bed of the Modder, commanded

FOR THE NORTH PACIFIC COAST

te—start by the New York Central.
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shelled. This force made a gallant attempt to
charge Into the laager, but failed.
Before seizing the western drifts
occupied a kopje on the south bank
down the river.
two

the Boers

running
Therefore their force is cut in
The Boers held the kopje and have one
Vickers-Maxim and probably one or two other
guns.

Toward evening the battery on the south side

opened, co-operating with the battery on the
north side. A wonderful sight followed. The
shells fell with amazing precision along the

river bed opposite the laager, which wag shelled
thoroughly, damaging everything it centained.

| in these dispatches,

IN KANSAS CITY JULY 4

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL. CONVENTION

CALLED—SENTIMENT ALL
FOR BRYAN.

[BY TBLEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]
Washington, Feb. 22.—As predicted last night
the Democratic National
Committee lost no time in sending the Demo-
cratic National Convention to Kansas City, the

| choice of the three leaders—Stone, Jones, of Ar-
morning the action was renewed, but the Boers, |

kansas, and Bryan—now most potent in direct-

| Ing the committee's policy. July 4 was fixed as

the day for the Convantion to assemble. In this
respect the committee adhered to party tradition,
which has usually inhibited meeting at an earlier
date than that set for the Republican National
Convention. Kansas City won over {ts only
rival, Milwaukee, by a vote of 40 to 9, for rea-
sons previously given, among them the promise
of surroundings more distinctly congenial to the
spirit and purpose of the Democratic organiza-
tion as now directed and oficered. Kansas City
also bound {tself to contribute $75,000 in cash to
the Democratic campalign chest, as well as to
meet all the expenses incident to the entertain-
ment of the Democratic delegates. The repre-
sentatives of the second city in Missourl en-
gaged, moreover, to furnish ample accommoda-
tions for the visitors who are likely to attend the
convention next July, though they naturally
failed to assure a climate tempered to the feel-
ings of what is likely to prove an excited and
tumultuous gathering. The sentiment expressed
at to-day’'s gathering indicated, of course, the
unanimous renomination of Colonel W. J. Bryan
for the Presidency.

CLAIMS OF CITIES PRESENTED.

The committee met at the Hotel Raleigh.
The claims of the rival cities as to hotel accom-
modations, railroad and telegraphic facilities
were presented in open session by representa-
tives of each city, and later, In executive ses-
sion, ex-Governor W. J. Stone, on behalf of
Kansas City, and E. C. Wall, the National Com-
mitteeman from Wisconsin, on behalf of Mil-
waukee, explained the financial inducements
which the city he represented was willing to
malke. One of Milwaukee’'s strongest argu-
ments was the political effect which the hold-
ing of the convention in that city would have
on the German-American voters, whe were rep-
resented to the committee as wavering in their
allegiance to the Republican party. It seemed
to be taken for granted by the speakers that
Bryan would be renominated, and that the Chi-
cago platform in substance would be reaffirmed.
Opposition to trusts, expansion and Imperial-
ism, together with every riention of Bryan and
the Chicago platform, aroused enthusiasm. but
in the open session of the committee there was
no allusion to free silver.

Three dates for holding the convention were
proposed—May 9, by Mr. Townsend, of Oregon:
June 14, by Senator Tillman, of South Carolina,
and July 4, by Mr. McGraw, of West Virginia,
The vote on fixing the date of the convention
In favor of July 4, 27; June 14, 21; May
% L

GORMAN'S INFLUENCE STRONG.

A speech which had great influence In fixing
the date was made by ex-Senator Gorman. He
sald that four years ago it might have been
well to hold the convention early, as the party
then took a new position—one which drove
many of the leaders out of the party and into
temporary retirement. The organization then
went into new hands—Into the hands of able
men, but many of whom had not been active in
control of party affairs, and it took them some
time to organize. Now there was a good or-
ganization. The party was ready and equipped
to enter the campaign. The party in power
should bhe allowed to hold its convention first,
and the indictment of that party could be made
as it had been in times past. Mr. McLean, of
Ohlo, also favored the late date.

THE CALL ISSUED.
The committee issued the following call:

The Demeccratic National Committee having
met in the city of Washington on February 22,
1900, has appointed Wednesday, the 4th day of
July, as the time, and chosen the city of Kan-
sas City, Mo., as the place for holding the Dem-
ocratic National Convention. Each State is en-
titled to a representation therein equal to double
the number of Senators and Representatives in
the Congress of the United States, and each Ter-
ritory—Alaska, Indian Territory and the Dis-
trict of Columbia—shall have six delegates. All
Democratic conservative reform citizens of the
United States, irrespective of past political asso-
ciations and differences, who can unite with us
in the effort for pure, economical and constitu-
tional government, and who favor the republic
and oppose the empire, are ccrdially invited to
join us in sending delegates to the convention.

The District of Columbia contest for National
Committeeman was decided In favor of James
L. Norris. A sub-committee was named to au-
dit the accounts of the committee.

Chairman Jones was authorized to appoint a
sub-committee of seven, to make arrangements
for the convention. It is probable that Messrs.
Stone, of Missouri, and Johnson, of Kansas, will
be members of this committee. The committee
at 6:30 p. m. adjourned, to meet in Kansas City
on July 3.

After the committee had selected the Gate
City of the West, the Kansas City hoomers held

a Jjollification meeting in their rooms at the
Raleigh. Ex-Governor Stone addressed the
gathering, predicting that those who attended

the convention would depart with praises on

| the week ending February 17.

their lips for the hospitality they had received, |

and that the nominee of the convention would
be victorious at the polls in November.

—_——

THE KANSAS CITY CONVENTION HALL

| AMPLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR A LARGE NUMBER

One shell set on fire a small ammunition wagon, |

which burned nearly all day Many other
wagons were set on fire, and the glare was visi-

The infantry also maintained a terrihle fire,
which answered vigorously. The scene
toward night was terribly picturegsque, with the
blazing wagons, the roaring artillery
crackling rifle fire,

was

GENERAIL ROBERTS BREAKS RSILENCE.

THE BRITISH COMMANDER IN CHIEF SENDS
A CHEERFUL REPORT.

London, Feb. 22, 4:17 p. m.—The War Office

OF PERSONS,

22 —Convention Hall.

Kansas City. Mo., Feb
where the National Demoeratic Convention will be
held in June next, is situated at Thirteenth and
Central sts., four blocks from the retall district of
the city. Tt has beer
of the largest and most perfectly constructed au-

| ditoriums in existence.
bie at a considerable distance far into the night. |

| which

and the |

has received from Lord Roberts the following |

message, which was delayed in transmission,

dated Paardeberg, Wednesday, February 21:

Yesterday afternoon I was satisfled, by a care-
ful reconnoissance in force of the enemy's posl-
tion, that I could not assault it without very
heavy loss, which I was most anxicus to avoid.
Accordingly, I declded to bombard him with ar-
tillery and turn my attention to the enemy’s re-
inforcements. The result was most satisfactory.

building was erected at a cost of $225000,
was raised entirely by public subscription.
It occupies a piece of ground 314 by 200 feet in
extent, high and is bullt of native
stone, eream brick and terra cotta. The first story
is of the Renaissance style of architecture and the

The

is two stories

second story
columns
without a ecolumn, the roof being supported
great steel girders that span its 200 feet of breadth

Its general seating arrangement is modelled some-

what upon the plan of the Metropolitan Opera
House, New-York. The floor space is divided into
arena. arena balcony, balcony and roof garden,

boxes skirting the arena and the arena balcony
The stage is situated in the centre of the arena.
The total seating capacity is nearly 2,000, and

| with standing room the bullding {s capable of hold-

The Boers were driven off in all directions, los- |

ing a good many killed and wounded and about

fifty prisoners, who say they arrived from Lady- |

smith two days ago by railread
it was our artillery fire which caused them to
abandon the kopje they were occupying. Our
loss was two officers—Captaln Campbell, of the
9th Lancers, and Lieutenant Houston, of the
artillery~—and four men, all slightly wounded.

They also say |

ing more than 22,000 people. The arena alone seats
4,000. To each side of the arena and under the
first balcony are numerous committee rooms, which
have their separate street entrances. The bullding
has no stalrways, the upper seatings belng reached
by means of inclined planes. BSeparate exits are
used for the balconies and roof garden, and {t {s

estimated that the hall can be emptied at the rate
of 5,000 persons a minute.
The leading hotels of the city are the Coates, the

BEA{";‘?;Y‘L. SWIFT AND SURE.

The “Royal Limited,” exquisite in all appoint-
ts, lrgu New-York, South Ferry and 6’:: of
berty St., Dafly 3 p. m., arrives Washington 8p. m,
Unexcelled Dining and Café Car Bervice—Advt

classed by travellers as one |

 perous merchant

is in peristyle form, with groups and |
The building is of bridge construction, |
by |
| morning

{ mile out

| ceeded only after a night of incessant work, ham-

e ce————

Baltimore, the Midland, the Savoy, the Victoria and
the Washington, all of which are from three to ten
blocks distance from the hall. The Coates, which
has always been Mr. Bryan's stopping place here,
will, it is said. be made the headquarters of the
National Committee.

AGREEMENT ON GOLD BILL.

CONFERREES SETTLE MOST OF THE
IMPORTANT POINTS AT ISSUE.

Washington, Feb. 22.—The Republican confer-
rees on the Currency bill, after being in session
seven hours to-day, practically completed their
work, full agreement having been reached on all

the points at issue except the Senate amend-
ment relating to the refunding of the bonded
debt and the international bimetallic clause, and |
on these the outlook was that a satisfactory ar-
rangement would be reached to-morrow. The
concurrence was so complete that the Senate
conferrees prepared to call in the Democratic
members, but the House Republicans—Messrs.
Brosius and Overstreet—were not quite ready for
this step, indicating a purpose to continue their
insistence on the two questions still open.

THE GOLD STANDARD PROVISION.

Already, however, most of the important ques-
tions have been disposed of. The language by
which the gold standard is established proved |
less difficult to adjust than was at first antici- |
pated. While the provisions in the House and |
Senate bills were the same in principle, they
differed entirely in wording, and, after some
consideration the Senate provision commended
itself to the conferrees of both houses. This |
provision doubtless will be a part of the final
agreement, and is as follows:

That the dollar consisting of twenty-five and
eight-tenths graing of gold nine-tenths fine
shall, as established by Section 3,511 of the Re-
vised Statutes of the United States, continue to
be the standard unit of value, and all forms of
money {ssued or coined by the United States
shall be maintained at a parity of value with
this standard; and United States notes and
Treasury notes issued under the Act of July 14, |
1890, when presented to the Treasury for re-
demption shall be redeemed in gold coin of such
standard.

GOLD RESERVE QUESTION SETTLED.

The difference as to the maintenance of a gold
reserve was also speedily and satisfactorily ad-
justed. The Senate provision calls for a re- |
serve of $1350,000,000, while the House provision
did not fix a definite sum, but made the reserve
25 per cent of outstanding notes. On this ques-
tion, also, the Senate provision met with most
favor because of its definiteness.

The House conferrees insisted, however, that
the Senate section be changed so as to provide
for a Division of Issue and Redemption in the
Treasury, as was originally provided in the
House section relating to a gold reserve. The
purpose of this Issue and Redemption Division
is to keep the fiscal and the banking features
of the Treasury entirely distinct. It is under-
stood that this feature and the Senate provision
on the gold reserve will be Incorporated in the
final settlement.

THE BANKING FBEATURES.

An agreement has also been reached on the
provision for National banks with small cap-
ital, and also for the i{ssue of bank note circu-
lation up to the par value of bonds deposited.

The agreement on the issue of United States

notes of small denomination was a compromise.
The Senate provided that no notes should be
issued below $10, but the House conferrees in-
sisted that this would cause a stringency In
small bills. It was finally arranged to do away
with the limitation of $10, and to provide that
the small notes of $5 and under should be kept
up t5 the volume now in circulation, which is

$390,000,000.
MAY COMPROMISE ON REFUNDING.

The important question of the refunding pro-
vision of the Senate bill proved more difficult to
settle, and up to the close of the conference to-

night no actual agreement had been reached,
although a compromise was in sight. The House
made no provision for refunding the debt, and
under the circumstances the House conferrees
felt that if they were to accept such an impor-
tant provision as the Senate had incorporated in
the bill they should have a part in framing it
Instead, therefore, of accepting the Senate pro-
vision as a whole, a new form was prepared,
and this is likely to be the basis of the compro-
mise. It retains the principle of refunding, but
makes a considerable alteration in the original
phraseology.

Another difficult question has been the Sen- |
ate provision as to an international bimetallic |
conference. The House conferrees have been |
unwiliing to accept this, and up to to-night they i
had® declined to yield, although the chances
seemed rather more favorable to its retention |
than its rejection.

et - B YRS

BRITISH CONSULATE ATTACKED.

¢ dime catching s

A MOB OF MUSSULMANS GIVES TROUBLE IN BEY-
ROOT.

.

Beyroot, Syria, Feb. 22.—A mob of Mussul- |
mans has wounded the son of the British Vice-
Consul, Abela, at Sidon, and has surrounded
the consulate. Trcops have been dispatched

and the Consul-General has gone to the scene
of the disturbance.

BRITISH WARSHIPS HONOR THE DAY.

London, Feb. 23.—A dispatch to “The Daily
Mail” from Sydney, N. S. W_, says:
The British warships dressed with bunting to- |

day (Thursday) in honor of Washington, which |
was greatly gratifying to the American colony. |

£

Pittsburg, Feb. 22 —The report of the output of
coal of the Monongahela River mines to the Pitts-
burg Harbor shows a total of 4,699,000 bushels for

TELEGRAPHIC NOTES,

Columbla, S. C., Feb, 22 (Special). —-At Mechanics-

ville to-day James Gardner, aged fiftyv-five, a pros-
after making a will leaving all

hiz property to the young girl who had rejected !
him, took strychnine and died. |
Springfield, IIL., Feb. 22.—Major Bluford Wilson, i
special master in chancery, appointed by Judge |
Allen in he Federal Court to sell the St. Louis, |
Peoria and Northern Railway and the Madison
Coal Company under decree of foreclosure, has

fixed the date of the sale for noon, March 15, in this
city, at the Federal Building. The upset price for !
the whole property is fixed at $850,000,

Austin, Tex.. Feh 22.—The Texas Legislature,
after a thirty days’ special session, has adjourn
sine die without having accomplished the ¢
for which it was convened. The session was calle
to pass a tax adjustment law. which has entailed
what is called the greatest lobby legislative fight
ever known in Texas. The bill was kept in
House all of the thirty days, and little prog 5
was made In its consideration, owing to the suc-

ful tactics of the filibusters. overnor Sayers
10 convene the Legislature for another
davs on the ground that he had no assurance
that it would pass a bill, and the session according- |
ly ended at mRinlgh( by limitation. a bitter wrang-
ling against time and inaction marking the last day
of the session

Chicago, Feb. 22.—Forty passengers who spent
the night on the Goodrich Line steamer lowa,
which was blocked by the lce outside the harbor
here vesterday, reached shore at 6:30 o'clock this
! The boat, which left Milwaukee at 8§
Tuesday, became wedged in the ice about a
from the harbor on reaching here yes-
A tug was sent to lend assistance, but suc-

p. m

terday

pered as it was by snow and the gale which blew
from the northwest part of the time. It was stated
to-day that the boat was not materially injured.

Chicago, Feb. 22.—The immense water power of
the new Ship and Drainage Canal, estimated to be
worth millions of dollars, is to be utilized and con-
trolled by the municipal government of Chicago
if plans by Mayor Harrison are carried into effect.
Mavor Harrison said that the passage by the City
Council Monday night of an ordinance authorizing
the issue of $2.500, bonds for the construction of
a power plant at Lockport is only a step in the
movement to secure the power for municipal Fuh
poses, and that, If necessary, legislation will be

ressed to secure the water energy for Chicago.
gmm- Harrison also intimated that he would fight
all attempts to lease the power to private indi-
viduals. he power thus secured will be used for
lighting the streets and all public bulldings and to
furnish bridge and waterworks power.
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NEW BROOMS SWEEP CLEAN.

Lackawanna Railroad has just assumed ch of

& dining car service. lmpmj ements onry‘vr&t
Vi

| Coney Island.

—edt

PRICE THREE CENTS.

OPPOSING DE GRAW’S BILL.

PROPOSED CITY PARK AT CONEY ISIe
AND DENOUNCED.

PROJECT MAY COST THE CITY MILLIONS I¥
CARRIED OUT—MR. GROUT AND
OTHERS CRITICISE THE PLAN.

Assemblyman Abram C. De Graw's bill pro=
viding for a large city park at Coney Island om
land which is now virtually salt marshes will
meet the opposition of President Grout of the
Borough of FBrooklyn, Park Commissioner
Brower of Brooklyn, and probably Controller
Coler, although the bill places in the hands of
Controller Coler the responsibility of appointing
the Commissioners who are to buy the land.
Some persons in Brooklyn are of the opinion
that if the bill is amended so as to connect the
present Concourse at Coney Island with the
proposed new park It may meet sufficient pub-
lic approval to warrant its passage by the
Legislature. On the other hand, the majority
of people see in the bill a huge job skilfully con-
trived to mulet the city possibly out of $3,000,000
or $4,000,000 before the necessary grading and
filling are finished, and the recreation piers and
amusement places are all constructed.

Brooklynites who scrutinized the bill closely
vesterday saw a possible “little joker™ in the
clause of the section which says:

. . . And if said Commissioners deem it for the
best public interest they may include the lands Be=
tween the Atlantic Ocean, West Seventeenth-st.,

Coney Island Creek and Gravesend B%. and the
land of the Norton Point Improvement Company.

ON A GENEROUS SCALE.

If it should develop that the Norton Polnt
Land Company, tiring of its project to trans~
form the western end of Coney Island Into &
villa section for the wealthy, had interested its
friends in Assemblyman De Graw's bill, then
the taxpayers may well hold their breath, for
the land company has been spending money on

| a generous scale, and many handsome cottages

have been built along the ocean front on the
company's property. In speaking of the possi-
ble interest of the Norton Point Land Company
in the De Graw bill, a well known Brooklym

| real estate man said to a Tribune reporter:

It is possible that the land company has noted
with alarm the steady growth of the lower end of
Coney Island toward Sea Gate. After the fire which
blotted out a part of Coney Island last sprt the
burned district was rebuilt with amazing rapi 2
and there is every indication that the cheap amuse-
ment places of Coney Island will be extended along
the beach till they adjoin finally the property of the
land improvement company at Sea Gate. In o
Gate it is necessary to pass t

and there has always been some
manency of Sea Gate as a rest-
f cottagers., The co es already there

models and

comfert
i

ling of the : ht Club's house there
< added to the ss of the place. At
same time the rapid of the amusement

at Coney Island Is attract-
and

€eMmes
ing more and more people th
it will only be a few vears
be having their fun within t
gate which shuts off the N
pany's settlement from what is pooularly known as
If the Commissioners authe un-
der the De Graw bi!l should take it into their heads
to buy this Sea Gate preonerty. then every one can
get ready to see a cool $2,000,000 spent for the Sea
Gate end of the island alone.

William P. Rae, secretary of the Norton
Point Land Company. said last night when
seen by a Tribune reporter at his home, Ne,
316 Monroe-st.: -

The company which T represent is not ln!em
in the bill presenting at Albany for a Coney

Park along Gravesend Bay. Our company owng
about one hundred and fifty acres around Norton's
Point. It is restricted property and is beco!

so valuable that we d 1 that the eity
adequately recompense us for > land if it wanted
it for park purposes e provision in the De Graw
bill allowing our land to be taken if the commis-
sioners de=m it for the 1} public interest was
not put in the bill with our knowledge or consent,
although I knew that such a blll would be pre-
sented to the Legislature

Michael J. Dady, it seems, is a large land-
holder in Gravesend. but it could not be learned
for a certainty whether any of his land would
be included in the proposed park. Mr. Dady is
In Cuba looking after his 350,000,000 sewer con-
tract, and will not be home for several weeks
Controller Coler went to Suffern, N. Y., yestere
day forenoon, and could not be reached.

WHAT MR. GROUT SAYS.

Borough President Grout, of Brooklyn, will
oppose the bill. When seen yesterday he sald:

This bill should be killed. The charter gives
plenty of authority for acquiring park lands with-

out going to Albany for special legislation.
matter of fa no park is needed at

ton Peoint Land Con-

What Co d needs is bet idewalks, Ve
3 ar s. This talk about more parks is
nonserse. I don't know who the real pro-

of the bill are. but it looks as if thers

be some real estate speculators behind 2.
*ity has now all the park lands it can handle,
is measure completely upsets provisions of

charter with reference to park lands. It places

| an enormous patronage in the hands of an official
who should have nothing to do i
takes the legal proceedings out of t

rels and places them in the hands of private
. 1 fail to see where the money for this

is coming from. The city has plenty of
money to better advantage than
new park out of the salt marshes af

by t g(‘a
Coney Island.

Ex-Park Commissioner J.
Brooklyn, said:

G. Dettmer,

of

On general principles I am in favor of Increasing
the number of pari and of doing it now while
land is cheap. rowing so rapidly that
if buying es is put off it will mean
paying exe e prices at some future day. If this

bill prov xtending the present park or com-
course right thro a Gate I should be In
favor of it, but if it only provides for a park om
the salt marshes bhack of Coney Island, that is &
different matter. The bill invests the Cont
sreat deal of power. If Mr. Coler were to

itroller permanently that provision might Be
; but in view of the fact that he may serve
only one term it would seem as if too much powes
were given him. There is no telling what may hap-
pen to us under Tammany Hall in the next few
years

R. Reoss Appleton, formerly Tax Collector of
Brooklyn, had the following to say:

r of Mr. Schieren's admin-
y in favor of a park al}
of Coney Island, with recrea=
plain _and inexpensive sort, and
the little folks. I wanted the
orest Park spent at Coney Isi~
Park was selected. If the Con-
be extended right down to Sea Gate
avor of a bill authorizing it, as the
in price all the while, and If
thing is it should be done at once.
scheme to create a park on the nort
Island and along Gravesend Bay i
other color, and T ean't say that I am in faves
of it

“More parks are all right enough,” sald ex-
Ctvil Service Commissioner Jordan, “but the
land mentioned in the bill would hardly make
an inviting park. The bill has a suspicious
look.”

NO FURTHER

When I was a membe
istration | was e
along the ocean fro

sty

I should be in
land is rising
done

THAN THE ASSEMBLY.

Park Commissioner Brower sald yesterday
that he thought the De Graw biil would get no
further than the Assembly, despite its appareag
popularity among the Assemblymen. He added
that Brooklyn already had as many parks as
it could care for.

The bill says that the lands to be taken fopr
park purposes are those between the Atlantie
Ocean, West Seventeenth-st, Coney Island
Creek and Gravesend Bay, and the lands of
the Norton Peoint Land Company. An ex-
amination of the best maps shows that the
greater part of this area is overflowed by high
tides, and if It is converted into a park it will
require an immense amount of dredging of
water channe!s and filling in in order to keep
the land out of the reach of the high tides.

PR

THE FIRST RAILWAY IN THE WORLD,

to adopt for al! its cars the Pintsch light is the

New York Central This line has Pintsch light tn
its sleeping and parlor cars, its coaches,

cars mail cars, contribu in this,
othc‘xm% to the eou!mlm safety :»
- .4-“'



