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GOSSIP OF THE CAPITAL.

A BURNS ADMIRER'S INTERESTING TRIP
IN SCOTLAND,

MR. ETRAUS'S SUCCESS IN CONSTANTINOPLE—ALI

FEEROUGH BEY'S RETURN — A TURK-

ISHE WOMAN IN WASHINGTON.

Washington, Feb. 24 (Special). —W. R. Smith,
who founded the Botanical Gardens and has
been their superintendent continuously since, is
widely known 2s a lover of Robert Burns and a

coliector of all that lates to the life and work
of that great Scotchman. The rooms of the

jittle cottage in the gardens where he makes his
ome are lined with valuable editions, prints and
paintings of hig hero, to which he s constantly
g valuable additions. The collection bids
lar collection in the world.
ymer Mr. Smith visited Scotland, where
fourscore years ago, and
a direct descendant of “Bob-

r

exce] any sim

for his guide, visited all those places
1s by ¢ poet. From bo Castle,
gs t guest of Mr. C for

Smith went to Dumfries, ar-

WILLIAM R EMITH

Buperintendlent of the Botanic Gardens, Wash-
ington, D. C.

riving at “the wee short hour ayont the twal.”

Of his stay there and of the places he subse-

tells an eloguent story.

soundly

our way to Grey iars’ Hall, where we found
Jean Armowur 3urns Brown, Burns's great-
granddaughter, and her dear, gonod mother and
fa who delighted us with rare Burns curios.

They invited us t0o go to Grey Friars' Church
{historic in name, at least), of which Mr. Brown
§8 caretaker and his daughter leader of the
choir. When we were comfortably seated in a
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ter to the Sublime Porte,

wh t a in town last week for
the Irpose iting the Pre ent and
Becr ¢ State regarding several important
matt; n o« nection with his legation, re-
o A gratulations from ail! sides on
the or r i : jn Constanti-
noy Str remembered, a
Dex ister to Turkev, was
&sg the accept the mission
to ¢ ttoma pire, on President Angelil's
¥oly rets nt, at a time when the rela-
ton etween tf two Governments were
Strair st t when many
e R e b fasiis oy
Poss t Their adju }
Bag and again, with no resuit
oo r ation and bitterness on both
BiGes

The 4i of the place tendered him
would r deterred a man less determined,
Sees by equipped, but Mr. Straus, having spent ;

ation under Mr. Cleveland, know-
1, understanding

character we

1tal
ies of their politics, and believing
be persona grata, undertock the

to him by

— Ou his arrival in the Suiltan’s
€mpire the new Minister recefved a warm
854 enthusisstic welcome from his former
friende gna colleagues, and from the moment

Le Presented his credentials in October, 1898,
There was ng more friction between the Ameri-
:f” é‘_'smmr. and the Turkish Foreign Office.
- :3'-'!-‘ made no concessions, but was firm,
.:""*»- prudent, and in the short period of his
| in Cons tnople has succeeded not only

*'-:E ishing the friendliest feeling between
#nd the Turkish Government, but has set-

‘e vexing guestions and obtained many

Ued al
e'ln'»sm,‘.-:,

The first ivanors : S
. Ml:;xgy..;‘"‘"““m point gained by the pres-

was the granting cf exequaturs to
“an consuls at Erzeroum and Harpoot
after the outrages in Armenia, had been
"‘“,"d_ ¥ the Turkish Government most un-
Buaty, #luce it did not withhold them from the

Amerj,

a Republican Ad- |

in Constantinople as chief of the |

representatives of the
regarded as a great vi
Mr. Straus recefved
before he sailed for ho

other Powers. This was
ctory, as is the assurance
1'romh the Sultan shortly
me, that 4
claims filed by this Go\‘;rnmel:;llégilsndb:mggé
ll",ll full. Permission has also been obtained for
: e rebuilding of the Euphrates College buflé-
ngs at Harpoot, destroved at the time of the
Armenian troubles, and at last, after four years
of restriction, American citizens are permitted
to travel through al parts of the empire. A
most difficult concession 10 obtain was the en-
trance of American flour into Turkey, which to-
gether with all foreign flours had until re-
cently been excluded.

Those who know Mr. Straus well do not won-
der at his success. He is a man of extensive
k'nnwledgc:. broad experience, clever, astute,
with an interesting personality, pleasant ad-
dress and manners. His wealth enables him to
maintaln a legation equal! to thcee of any of
his colleagues in the Diplomatic Corps, where
rot only visiting Americans but the people
among whom he lives are sure of a cordial wel-
come. Approachable, genial and responsive,
with a profound understanding of human nat-
ure, a man of the world in the best sense of the
term, the present Minister to Turkey is credited
with being one of the most popu'ar dipiomatists
ever sent to the Orient.

fter several unhappy experiments, the Turk-
ish Government, it geems, has at last found ex-
actly the right person to represent it in Wash-
ington. His sometime predecessor, Mavtoyeni!
Bey, was persona grata to this Government, ac-
ceptable to his own, and a popular member of
the exclusive circle to which members of the
iplomatic Corps belong. His successor, who
succeeded him in nothing save his title, was so
entirely lacking in tact and diplomacy, and did
S0 many stupid things in the first few months

of his stay here, that his Government sum-
marily recalled him. For some time after

Mustapha Bey’s recall the Turkish Legation
was in the hands of Chargés d’Affaires of vary-
ing ability and usefulness, the last of whom

surrendered it two years ago tc the present
Minister, Ali Ferrouh Bey, who has just re-

turned from a long vacation home

While at home the Minilster was taken so iil
that for some time it was feared he would
unable to return to his post at this capital, but
the Suiltan, who looks this accompl
diplomat with especial favor and is frankly
pleased with his success in that
one should be named in his place
recovery accorded him the unusua

bringing his wife with him to the

he

upon ished

siste

ivilege of

1 States.

that a Mahometan diplomat

no |

|
upon his |

has been accomparied by his wife, although
several Turkish representatives confessing the
Greek faith have brought theif wives with them, |

and society is wondering just how the custo

CANAL DIPLOMACY.

ENGLAND'S NEIGHBORLY CONCESSIONS—
AMERICAN PURCHASE OF THE DANISH
WEST INDIES INDISPENSABLE—SUEZ REG-

ULATIONS BEST SCHEME OF DEFENCE.

London, February 14.
The revision of the Clayton-Bulwer Conven-
tion has been brought about in a spirit of
mutual accommodation and goodwill. Mr
Laurier might have prevented the negotia-
tlon of the new treaty, if he had persisted in
claiming an Alaskan port as a quid pro guo, for
the British Foreign Office would not have vent-
ured to override his veto when Canada has been
setting so splendid an example of loyalty to the
Empire. Mr. Laurier has risen to the height of
& supreme occasion, and shown himself to be
the greatest imperialist among Colonial states-
men. He has withdrawn his objections to the
settlernent of the canal controversy, and al-
lowed the Foreign Office to deal with it as an
Imperfal question. In this way the tangled
skein of diplomacy with which the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty has been enmeshed in the course
of fifty yvears has been easily unravelled.
his settlement easily effected on the
lines of enlightened self-interest. Lord Salis-
bury perceived that frcm a British or Imperial
point of view an interoceanic waterway through
Central America or across the Isthmus of Da-
rien was less Important than it had been. The
and is
gh control It pro-
vides direct communication with India and Aus-
tralia, and is the chief link in the chain of Im-
possessions dependent upon sea power.
England’s interest in the interoceanic waterway
at Panama or through Nicaragua is mainly com-
mercial, since it will more direct com-
ns with China and Japan and with the

vas

Suez Canal has been opened since 1850

now practically under Bri

perial

supply
municati

west coast of North and South America. The
control of that waterway has ceased to be an
Imperialist interest The perception of this

has enabled Lord Salisbury to relinquish

ntrol of the pro-

truth
ngland’'s share in the joint co

Since the Suez Canal is prac-

tically under the single control of England as
exercised by Lord Cromer in Cairo, the British
Prime Min :r has understood the diplomatic

f arming the United States Govern-
ntrol inter-
especially as it received

with single e« over the rival

oceanic enterprise as
ceani nterprise, 1a

from the European Powers and Japan collective

| guarantees for the open door principle in the

governing a Turkish household will be main
tained, since, it is said, permission was g
Mme. Ali Ferrouh to come to Washington
on condition that she observe the same habi
of life as though she were living in Constan- |
tinople.

Traditions and customs are so radically differ-
ent in this part of the world that it is almost
impossibie to hedge in the Oriental w as

1 t homes.
Chinese a

the idea, and

After a fe

| concentrating the naval

| of Puerto

Ir ¥ ar unrestrictedly

sisters. Just how the experiment will co
at the Turkish Legation rem s to he s¢

The Min his £ are at present
quartered small but pleasant house in Q-
st., with one front entrance, which has
been the of the Leg n for the last two
veans. This residence, while admira suited
to the needs of the Minister when he ed here
alone, is entirely inadequate for present re-
quirements, and he will abandon it as on as |
he finds a larger dwelling where it will pos-

sible to arrange a private entrance and quarters
separate from the main part of the bouse for
wife, his sister, who accompanies him: and their
maids. Both Mme. Ali Ferrouh and her sister-

in-law, it is given out, propose to accept invita- |

tions to all entertainments where women only
are present, and will receive, when they are

quite settled, all those women who desire to call

upon them

A few weeks ago the maid of Mrs. Alexander,
wife of Repr=sentative from Buf
taken with a slight attack of varioloid,
made it that the Alexander
ments be quarantined, and for several days Mr
™

the

necessary

. Alexander were kept prisoners ey

miss of course, many agreeabie t but
they escaped, too, many disagreeable gS,
and some of Mr. Alexander's colleagues, worried
to death by 1orous constituents, threaten
to acg they, too,

outer world.

the

the XXXIIId
the to
> cbtaining a comfx
obtaining it guic
Not finding him at
sought hi at his
Mr. Alexander,”
orkeeper briefly, when
card.

I must gee him,
you can’'t see h

needy man

York District jour

way

of rta-

and
=i

£r

the House,

o residence.

m

annot

see

requested to

¥ th

replied € man.
im because he is guar-

What is he quarantined for?”

or incredulously
shortiy responded the doorkeeper.
allpox, here iIn this house?” asked
said the doorkeeper laconically, think-
ing the truth would rid him of a rather per-
sistent visitor. As quickly as if he had been

shot out of a catapult the man went down th
steps, and has not as yvet seen or communicated
with his member even letter, although Mr.
Alexander was honora discharged by
Health Department and resumed his seat in the
House some days ago.

e

CHIEF CROEER BLAMES THE POLICE.

b

the

HE REITERATES HIS CHARGE THAT MANY FIRES

ARE DUE TO THEIR NEGLIGENCE

Fire Chief Croker yesterday sent a letter to Chief
of Police Devery in which he reiterated his former
charges that the negligence of the police was ac-
countable for many of the large fires. He men-
tioned two specific instances, the first peing at No.
231 Mercer-st., on February 15, about four hundred
feet from the police station. The other case was
in the Church-st. station, in which Chief Croker
contended that no alarm was sent in, a still alarm
being given to Engine No. § by Policeman Rohrig
Chief Devery replied that the box would not work
and policeman then gave a still alarm to the
nearest engine company.,

the

Chief Croker, speaking of his letter, sald that
there was no dispute between him and Chief
Devery. He had no criticlsms to make of the
police, but merely mentioned the two cases as in-

gstances of his former charges.

BRANCH FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH OFFICE.

A NEW BUILDING IN PROCESE OF CONETRUCTION

IN THE BRONX.

A new branch fire alarm telegraph office is in

process of construction at No. 716 East One-hun- |
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Seward offered for two he The invest-

ment of a few mill st the United States |

Government in good time secure the occu-

pation of two of the best harbors in the West

Indies, and prevent future mplications
Monroe Doctrine. With St. Thomas

American possession, their con-
version ir naval stations for Germany, Rus-
sia or France would be impracticable, and the
defence of the interoceanic highwey would be

in

greatly facilitated.

It is ten years since I have been In St
Thomas, but I can describe it from memory, as
{t was the first glimpse which I had of tropical

America. The entrance to the harbor Is nar-
row, and is guarded by lofty headlands ltke
those of Santiago. Within is a circular basin

of moderate depth, bordered by abrupt hillsides,
the town lying along the shore. Unlike Grey-
town, which is incapable of being defended from
attack by sea, St. Thomas can be rendered im-
pregnable at comparatively slight expense. As
a naval station it is superior to ei”her Samana
Bay or Mole St. Nicholas, in S8an Domingo This
mountainous little island can be converted into
another Malta, and it lles directly on the line
of European approach to a canal either at Pana-
ma or through Nicaragua By virtue of its cen-
tral position among the European possessions in
the West Indies and its strategic relations with
the two canal routes and courses of trade with
Brazil it 18 an ideal coaling station Whether
Americans need it or not, they cannot afford to
allow any European Power to abtain control of
this natural naval station in defiance of the
Monroe Doctrine

Santa Cruz is the of the three Danish
islands In industrial it s of no
value as a naval station, since its harbors are
St. John has, however, ome

best
resources, but

open roadsteads

The oc- i

of the best natural harbors in the West Indles, |

| although it is seldom used, and has ceased to
| have any commercial importance. Coral Bay,
| Princess Bay and Hurricane Hole form a re-

dred-and-seventy-sixth-st., the headquarters of |
Engine Company No. 4. It has been found to be |
a neceseity in the Borough of The Bronx, and will

be used exclusively for that part of New-York City.

If at any time the eentral office should be inter-
rupted by a blizzard or fire or from any other
cause the city would be entirely without fire pro-
tection. the new branch connections can be
made an ¢ same service obtained. The work !s
peing superintended by Fire Chlef Croker
Chief of the

3e-

e

“LUCIA” FOR A CHARITY,

The Beth-El Ststermood will give, under the
airection of the Maurice Grau Opera Company, in
the Metropolitan Opera House the opera “‘Lucia 4i
Lammermoor” on the evening of March 4 Mme.
Sembrich, M. Saleza and Bignor Campanari ap-
pearing, assisted by a strong cast. The object of
the entertainment is to secure llA::uonr:X funds for

y - ste w
ke B e o

district of the eity,
and dg:rr:‘tum of a large S tamts 1
-m,.' committes includes MARY peTsons of prom-
inence.

and |

Telegraph Service Henry F. Blackwell | existing wiTl be able to go close to shore.

| ruins of old fortifications,

markable harbor for naval use. It is command-
ed by a conical peninsula, where are now the
and it can readily be
rendered impregnable as a naval stronghold.
An eminent American naval
scribed this harbor in these

Compared to the harbor of
Bay is larger, deeper, cleaner and better pro-
tected. At several places the largest steamers
At
the east side of the harbor a quay 2,000 feet
long might be comstructed cheaply. In case of
the construction of the Nicaragua Canal, the
harbor of S8t. John would have the best imagina-
ble situation for steamers eastward or westward
pound calling for orders or for coal. A par-
ticular circumstince increases the value of St
John Harbor, namely, that it has never been
touched by a hurricane, As long as the harbor
has heen known it has never been stated that
any ship in Coral Bay has been damaged by a
hurricane, while at the same time neighboring
slands have been devastited and a great nume
Lor of ships w

Cora! Bay and St Thomas are the best sites

words:

authority has d:-i‘

The claims made for the @eolian

The Aeolian
Aeolian Owner.

Letter from a well-known artist,
¢’ I ‘H

more [ use it.

made and end with
largest.

Deseribed by an

E longer I live
syith the Aeolian,
the more I admire and the
I began
with the first instrument
the
Each and every
one has been thoroughly

are strong, but not stronger than the evidence offered in suppart of them.

THE
AEOLIAN

IN THE

A Partial List of Acolian Patroas.

Rulers and Members of Royaity.

Her Majesty Queen Victoria

His Holiness Pope Leo XIIL

Her Majesty Queen Maria Christina of
Spain.

Hizc Impertal Highness Grand Duke Alex-

.. ander Michailowitch of Russta.

His Grace the Duke of Fife.

Her Grace the Duchess of Devonshire,

His Grace the Duke of Manchester.

Ex-President Grover CJ

Among the Musi

Ignace Paderewsk:!, Concert Planist

Emma Calve, Operatic Soprane.

Edouard De Resmke, Operatic Basso.

Mme. Nordica, Operatic Sopranc.

Luigi Manetneill, Cond. Met. Op. House

The late Anton Seidl, Cend. Phil. Soe

Albert Ross Parsons, Americas
College of Musicians

de Reszke, Operatic Tenor

P

c | . Elr,rlzsf’.ouc'bul. Concert Planist
Sanstactorv’ and the Sma”- il Sauer, Concert Planist
g ) i Railroad, insurance Men and Bankars.

est instrument made by . Georse J Gould, Pres Mao Ry
vou is in truth a well E V. w:an‘:-l'{ér.P;;:ns'\x"ch:igg:?i
3 ; v 2 ; A. J. Cassatt, Pres. Penn.
spring of delight, enabling The lnte Prem “p,: p: -
: » € ° The late Frank Thomson, RR
its owner and friends to Dr.'Sewara ‘Webh, Pren Wag &

| . Rrao s e e BE £ & &
enjoy the best music of Stias P. Wood, Pres. Britieh A Tos &

every kind without his
possessing any technical
education or skill.
“Symphonies, overtures,
sonatas, organ Composi-
tions, dances, and songs;

in fact, evervthing in the

realm of music i1s at the
instant command of him

who has an Aeolian. That

many thousands of Aco-
lians are in use is only
natural; the only cu-pris-
ing thing to me is that
there should be a single

family with any love of
music without it.  There
can be but one explanation,

namely : ignorance of what

can

the Aeslian ts, and what
be dome with 1t.”

Note.—The
mak
bie any
played just as you
for the expression |

Xolian
music

select]

trol of the player
ed by any one. e re .
owledze whatever on the part of the
performcr,
The cheapest .Eollan plays

thousand pleces—and plays the

Jobn R. Hegeman, Pres. Met. Life Ins. Co.

J. Pte nt Morgan.
It enables every one to | T & st oo
2 3 :.Ar'nr::' Paul, Jr'
enjoy orchestral music | I, ey tood wrigne

Charles Lanter.

Capitalists & People Sacially Promineat
E. D. Morgan.
Henry Clews.
Mrs. Acson Phelps Stokes.
W. C. Stokes
The late Cornelius Vanderbilt
W. K. Vanderbiit, Jr.
R. M. Coigate
Russell Colgate.
S. M. Colgate
M. Flagier.
Higgins
Judge R. Pryor
Themas A. Edison.
Edwin Gonld.
Miss Helen Gould
The late Ogden Goelet
f!lizam P. Eno.
George W. Elkins.
Mrs. W. V. Brokaw
Mrs. Elliott F. Shepard.
0. H. P. Belmont.
A. B. Hilton.
Jefferson Seligman.
Washington Seligman,
The late George W. Childs.
Cyrus H. K. Curus.
Richard Stevens.
A. B. Clafiin
M. K. Jesup.
Com. C. A. Postley.
H. Peoniman.
E. G. FaborlL
E. Fraocis Hyde

Merchants and Manufacturers.

Andrew Carnegile,
Willlam Rockefeller.
P

at pleasure.

H
E

olian Grand Price $75¢
Other styles from $75 to $2,500.

The Aeolian Company,

D. Armour
? L :’\\rmm.u'. Je.
4 & \ 7 o # Armoar.
18 West 23d Sireet, New York. § & % Armour
Hon. Johzn Wanamaker.

Rodman Wanamaker.

Thos. B. Wanamaker.

Samuel Cramp, Cru.ng Ship Bullding Ce.
F. G. Bourne, Pres. Singer Manuf Co.

Newark N. J.) Representative, F. A. Constable, Arnold, Constable & €o.

) AL 1& ?' JBnﬂr:.y, E'.Bri. Jlﬂ;! & Co.
LATUER CO., 657-659 Broad St ] T i rentror. Swestser. Dembrox & Ca

w er
The late ¥dwin H.,

Horace Disston
Elthu Thomson, General Electric Co.
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way would undoubtedly sell
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ble on each ocean. With i the canal at Hawal! and in the West Indies will
nerican possession, not | alone have to be guarded, and, with St. Thomas
nor France, Italy | and Coral Bay purchased before the waterway
agaipst the s constructed, ample safeguards will be estab-
lished. The American Navy, with superior coal-
ing facilities on each seaboard and in the West
Indies, will then be fully armed for the pro-
tection of the canal and for the maintenance of
neutral rights in an waterway. The forts-
fication of the ends of the canal would invelve
in time of war not one, but two Ladysmith en-

h th

h the obligation of carrying on

nor

:

tanglements, wit

reality provide the | @ campaign at a disadvantage on both coasts
merican control over | of Nicaragua. LNR
! S ———
Canal. In time of K
o 2l vennbt KEANSAS CITYS BIG HALL,
f war the canal will be neutral, and e
to blockade ! NOt be eX- | THE BUILDING WHERE THE DEMOCRATIC CON
ligerent flags . S
VENTION WILL BE HELD,
th 1ain more than
twenty - 1d, nor te coal for Kansas Clity, Mo.,, Feb. 24—Convention Han
e long voyage. If the United States were at

whera the Democratis National Convention will b

CONVENTION HALL, KANSAS CITY.

Where the Democratic National ticket is to be nominated.

the three iglands at a lower valuation than was
placed upon two of them thirty-five years ago.
The German Government will
tions for the great fleet which it {8 now bufid-
ing, and St. Thomas and Coral Bay will be
gladly purchased If the Americans do not want
them. Even Russia has cast her upon

need naval sta-

eyes

| them, as is well known In Copenhagen,

St. Thomas, Coral |

Every traveller who has visited Greytown and |
Colon knows that the defence of these
trances is impracticable. If the revised canal
treaty does not provide for the construction
of fortifications at the ends of the waterway it
is In accord with the natural conditions of the
coast. Nelther of those entrances could be pro-
tected by engineering science against the guns
of a fleer; and the outlets on the Paclific side
could be fortified only with great difficulty and
expense. Fortifications would invite attack
upon and injury to a great engineering work
without providing security for either American
interests or neutral righta. The real defence of
the canal must always be a powerful fleet, with

en-

war its fleets could pass in and out of the canal | held in July next, s at Thirteenth and Central sta,

and naval resources could be concentrated for | four blocks from the retail district of the city. N
the defence of the Pacific, Gulf and Atlantic ed at a cost of $225.08%), which was raised
coasts. The other belligerent would have the by public subscription. It occuples greumd

¥ 200 feet In extent, is two stortes high, and 9
bullt of native stone, cream brick and terra cotta
The first story is of the Renaissance style of arehi
tecture. and the second story in peristyle form with
groups and columns. The bullding ts of bridgs
construction, without a column, the roof heing sups
ported by grea: stee! givders that span its 200 Seel
of breadth.

Its general seating arrangement is modelled
somewhat upon the plan of the Metropolitan Opery
House, New-York The seating space is divided
into arena, arena balcony, balcony and rocf garden
boxes skirting the arena and arena balcony. The

stage is situated n the centre of the arena.
total ~apaci is nearly twenty th

same privilege, and this might involve attack
upon exposed American ports; but this would
always be attended with the disadvantage of
inferior coaling facilities. The use of the canal
in wartime by a hostile fleet as a means of ac-

cess to the Pacific or Gulf coasts would be a
trivial matter In comparison with the immense
difficulty of defending with armies and fleets
two entrances to a canal which could not be
adequately fortifled.

The revised canal treaty provides for the most
convenient and least expensive system of Amer-

¥y

fcan control in peace and i a and ding room the bullding is capable o
Mirsing n war. The Sues | holaing more thun twenty-two thousand Deopie
regulations are perfectly adapted to the condi- '!r!.-v arena alone s« four thousand. To each
tions of military and naval a2 of the arena and un e first balcony are numep
aval defence of the | ous committee rooms, which have their separat,
American seaboard, and they do not commit u;‘reet entrances. The bulld] has no stairwaysg
the United States to th g the upper levels being reached by means of inclineg
h e defence of the ends of | planes. Separate exits are used for the

the waterway under highly disadvantageous, if
not impossible, conditions. The approaches ta

::g xr)zo:_mnnkn. and 1t is ?‘unua thag xl.
& minute, .



