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CONPROMISE PROBABLE.

REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE ON
PUERTO RICAN BILL.

TARIFF'S OPERATION MAY BE LIMITED
TO TWO YEARS—COMMITTEE OF
TEN TO REPORT A PLAN.

Washington, Feb. 24 —The Republicans of the
House of Representatives met In conference at 8
o'clock to-night in the hall of the House to con-
sidér the situation on the Pyerto Rican Tariff
bill. Unusual interest attached to the meeting,
owing to the division of sentiment which has
developed on the bill. About one hundred Re-
publican members were present, which was re-
garded a good attendance in view of the in-
clement weather. Those present included Speaker
Henderson, Chairman Payne of the Ways and
Means Commitiee, Representatives Grosvenor,
Dolliver, Hopkins, Dalzell, Russell, Tawney,
Hepburn, Steele, Cannon, Hitt and other well
known figures in the House. The opposition
element was represented by Messrs, McCall,
Littlefield, Powers, Lorimer and others. Mr,
Cannon acted as chairman and Mr. Louden-
slager, of New-Jersey, as secretary.

Speaker Henderson took an active part In the
conference and made the first speech of the
evening. He spoke in a conciliatory spirit, urg-
ing that the differences be reconciled by the ex-
ercise of tclerance on both sides. The first def-
inite proposition came from Mr. Pearre, of
Maryland, who suggested a compromise fixing
two years as the limit of the operation of the
proposed tariff. Mr. Pearre supported this in
& speech indicating no purpose to make an issue
sgainst the bill, but rather a disposition to se-
cure united action by compromise,

DESIRE FOR HARMONY SHOWN.

Mr, Powers, of Vermont, was the first to give
wvoice to the opposition sentiment. He sald,
however, that he had come to the conference in
the hope and expectation that differences would
be adjusted. His remarks were regarded as
tending toward a harmonious adjustment.

Chairman Payne spoke at considerable length,
and, while always in good temper, he manifested
much feeling at times. He disavowed any pride
of opinion in the bill, as he had not drawn it,
although, as chairman of the committee, it had
fallen to his lot to present it. Members gath-
ered from what Mr. Payne sald that the Secre-
tary of War and War Department officials
most familiar with Puerto Rican affairs had
drawn the bill. Mr. Payne also conveyed the
impression that the President was not opposed
to the bill, certainly not on the constitutional
question involved, although he carefully re-
frained from any direct statement as to the at-
titude or wishes of the President.

Mr. Grosvenor, of Ohio, was expected to make
2 statement more directly indicating the Presi-
dent’s desires, but he carefully refrained from
s0 doing. He said that he had recently attended
a dinner where he was expected to “speak from
the throne,” but he had a prepared speech,
which wholly omitted any authoritative state-
ment. So to-night, he said, he did not intend
to “speak from the throme.” He said that the
proposition limiting the operation of the bill to
two years was as far as the measure should be
changed.

The speechmaking became general, Repre-
sentatives Hitt, Cannon, Sperry, McCall, Brown
(Ohio), Fletcher, Lacey, Tompkins and Little-
ficld succeeding each other. Mr. Lacey brought
forward a compromise giving®to the President
full anthority to act. For a time the discussion
turned on this proposition, but it failed to de-
wvelop much strength.

M'CALL AND LITTLEFIELD FIRM.

The speeches of Mr. McCall and Mr. Little-
4eld attracted much interest because of the
positive attitude they have taken. Mr. McCall
spoke calmly, but did not abate any of his
opposition to the bill as a whole, and showed no
disposition to accept anw of the compromises
sunggested. Mr. Littlefield was more vehement
declaring that he could not surrender his views
against the bill as a whole, although he felt
disposed to turn the subject over to the Presi-

dent, as had been proposed. Mr. Littlefleld also
suggested that free trade be given to Puerto
Rico, with a distinet declaration that this
ehould not operate as a precedent applicable to
other insular possessions,

This was me! with a counter proposition from
Mr. Throop, of Pennsylvania, that the 25 per
cent rate as provided by the original bill be re-
tained, with a declaration that this should not

operate as a precedent. Neither proposition was
favorably entertained, and they were not
pressed. ’

Up to midnight none of the propositions had
been voted upon, and members began leaving
the hall. The feeling prevailed, however, that
the two year limitation would be agreed on, as
a basis of compromise, and that with this
change the bill would receive pretty general, ale
though not unanimous, sapport.

Ar the attendance was rapidly diminishing it
became apparent that no final action could be
reached to-night, and the plan of a committee
of ten—five from each side—to go over the sub-
ject and report some middle ground, was unani-
mously accepted by all present.

Chairman Cannon was authoerized to make

blic the results, and at 12:15 o'clock the con-

rence adjourned until Monday night, when the
report of the committee of ten will be received.

MR. CANNON STATES RESULTS.

Representative Cannon, after the conference
made the following statement:

The conference was in good temper, and a
real effort was made to harmonize differences
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THRONG OF GRIP VICTIMS.

Beilevue Dispensary Has a Record-Break-
3 ing Day with Patients.

Yesterday was ‘a record day in Bellevue Dis-
pensary. More than S00 prescriptions were
filled and almost as many patients had thgir
eilments diagnosed and treatment given by the
fifty physiclans who were present from 7 in the
morning till 5 at night.

Dr. A.'Burney Cannon, who has charge of the
dispensary, said the majority of the cases were
those of grip, hard colds and other pulmonary
and bronchial troubles. Grip, he said, was prev-
2lent in the city at present.
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Colds that hang on.

“Seventy-seven” breaks up hard, stubborn
Colds that hang on known as Grip.

“77" restores the checked €lrculation (Indi-
cated by a chill or shiver), starts the blood
coureing through the veins, and breaks up a
fresh Cold in one day.
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of opinion concerning the Puerto Rico Tarlff
bill. It looks as though this effort would
su After full discussion, the confer-

ence by unanimous consent agreed to the selec-
tion of & committee of ten members, five of
whom were to be appointed by the chalrman of
the caucus, from among those in favor of the
bill, and five were to be appointed from those
who do not agree to the biil, in whole or in part,
the appointments to be made by a committee of
three consisting of Representatives Powers, of
Vermont; Crumpacker, of Indiana, and Lori- /
mer, of Illinois. This committee is to report
their conclusions and recommendations to a
Republican conference, to be held in the hall of
the House, Monday evening next, at 8 o'clock.
In accordance with the resclution, I have named
Messrs. Payne, Dalzell, Hopkins, Russell and
Dolliver, and the other five are to be handed
to Chairman Payne to-morrow,

DEBATE ON TARIFF BIIA.

MR. TAWNEY MAKES A CAUSTIC REPLY
TO MR. LITTLEFIELD.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.)
Washington, Feb. 24 -There were indications

imported into the United States from foreign coun-
tries.”

wr. Littlefield listened to the speech, hut made
no effort te reply.

ON THE MERITS OF THE CASE.

Mr. Tawney then devoted his attention to the
merits of the bill, speaking in part as follows:

It may not be out of place to refresh our recol-
lection as to the source and responsibility for the
great problems confronting this Congress. They
are the direct and unavoidable consequence of a
foreign war, instituted in defence -of Natlonal
honor and in obedience to the universal demand
of the people, regardless of party or sectlon, and
upon the’unanimous vote of thelr representatives
in both branches of the LVth Congress. Now that
we are called upon to face the incidents of that
war and solve In a practical way the problems
thus. bequeathed to us, we find the people's repre-
sentatives in this Congrese divided Those upon the
other side of the chamber, whose responsibility
for the existence of these problems is equal with
ours, are striving to evade their share of that re-
sponsibility by opposing everything which they
think contemplates the permanent retention and
government of the territory acquired as one of the
incidents of a war initiated to accomplish the
grandest * purpose that ever moved a natlon to
arms. Instead of sharing manfully and cour-
ageously this new responsibility, they present to
the country and to the world the humiliating
spectacle of advocating the policy of abandon-
ment—a policy they themselves wculd have been
ashamed of and would have denounced as cowardly
and dishonorable could these same consequences

MONTANA RIVALS FACE TO FACE.

SENATOR CLARK AND MARCUS DALY BE-

FORE THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE—

THE LATTER DOES NOT TESTIFY.

Washington, Feb. 24.—Senator Clark and
Marcus Daly, the rival millionaires of Montana,
faced each other the greater part of to-day be-
fore the Senate Committee on Privileges and
Elections in the investigation of Mr. Clark’'s
election to the United States Senate Mr. Clark
sat behind his attorneys and Mr. Daly on the
opposite side of the room. Mr. Daly wore a
pleasant smile throughout the day, and Mr.
Clark maintained an entirely unruffled coun-
tenance. It had been expected that Mr. Daly
would be called to the witness stand, but he was
not. The day was given up to J. R. Toole, an
especlally close friend of Mr. Daly.

Mr. Toole's testimory covered the Senatorlal
contest from the Daly side of the question. He
also relatel many particulars concerning the
capital contest, p!ar‘!ng the total expenditure In

PACIFIC CABLE SURVEY

A THOROUGHLY PRACTICABLE ROUTE l
FOUND BY THE NERO EXPEDITION. )

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIRUNE.]

Washington, Feb. 24.—Rear-Admiral Bradford
has received the final report of the Pacific cable
survey made by the collier Nero under his dl-
rection, and from the soundings obtained he is
now having a map of the ocean bed made by
the hydrographic officers of his bureau. Lleu-
tenant-Commander Hodges, who commanded
the Nero most of the vovage, relieved Com-
mander Belknap at Manila, and is ong of the
principal cable experts of the service. In his
official report he expresses complete satisfaction
with the feasibllity of the route selected by Ad-
miral Bradford. This involves a landing at
Midway Island, the only habitable spot in the
Pacific Ocean between Hawaili and Guam, ex-
cept in Germany's Caroline group, which could
not he used for an American cable.

The results of the Nero's expedition are given
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ever, as soon as members came in who had been
busy in conferences between the Speaker and
other Republican leaders and Messrs Powers,
Crumpacker and Lorimer, representing the Re-
publican opposition to the bill. Mr. Tawney, of
Minnesota, who spoke first in favor of the bill,
pald his respects to Mr. Littlefield, of Maine, In
a lively fashion, and then proceeded to deliver a
carefully prepared argument in favor of the
proposition that the Constitution does not auto-
matically extend to newly acquired territory.
He contributed some new and pertinent facts
and strong arguments to that phase of the sub-
ject, and was rewarded by close attention and
generous applause.

The chief speech in opposition to the bill was
that of Mr. Powers, of Vermont, who has con-
stitutional scruples respecting the authority of
Congress to legislate for newly acquired terri-
tory irrespective of the provisions of the Consti-
tution. Mr. Powers commanded the attention of
the House, by the members of which he is highly
respected. Whether his scruples wlill prevent
him from voting for the bill or lead him to vote
against {t, even after his speech of to-day, is re-
garded as somewhat uncertain by some of the
leading advocates of the bill.

Among the other speakers to-day was Mr.
Tompkins, the yvoung Representative from the
XVIIth New-York District, who privately sug-
gested yesterday that the pending bill should
be so amended as to make the act a temporary
one, expiring by limitation at the end of two
years. Mr. Eddy, of Minnesota, who has been
claimed as a member of the Republican opposi-
tion to the bill, made a speech in favor of it.
Mr. Clayton, of Alabama, and Mr. Broussard,
of Loulsiana, also spoke, as did Mr. Thayer, of
Massachusetts, a Gold Democrat, who defeated
Joseph H. Walker, former chairman of the
Banking and Currency Committee, for Congress
in 1898. Mr. Thayer is an ardent anti-expan-
slonist, and, of course, will vote against the bill.

THE DEBATE IN DETAIL.

Mr. Clayton, of Alabama, was the first speaker of
the day, presenting a legal argument against the
bill. He maintained that Puerto Rico was as much
a part of the United States as the Territory of
Arizona.

TAWNEY ARRAIGNS LITTLEFIELD.

Mr. Tawney, of Minnesota, a member of the
Ways and Means Committee, enlivened the debate
by a sharp attack on Mr. Littlefield for his speech
of yesterday against the bill.

“I have been profoundly impressed,” said Mr.
Tawney, “with the great importance of the ques- |
tions invclved in this discussion. Until vesterday
these questions had been considered by gentlemen
on both sides of the House with the utmost sin- |
cerity, with earnestness, and with that dignity be-
coming questions of o great importance and the
dignity of the forum in which they are to be tried.
I regret that it was left for the gentleman from |
Maine to play in this great debate the part of a
buffoon for the benefit of the Democratic party and
for the amusement of the gallerles.

“The Democratic applause with which that pecu- |
llar affectation of voice was recetved on yesterday
would not have greeted a speech made upon the
pendirg bill by that late peerless American states-
man and alwavs loya! Republican predecessor of
the gentleman from Maine. The hope of notoriety
or the existence of legal technicalities would not
have induced that gentleman (Mr, Dingley) to have
left the ranks of the Republicans unad joined the
ranks of the Democrats simply because his Judg-
mert did not colncide with the judgment of his
assoclates upon the Ways and Means Committee
or upon the floor of this House respecting party
policy. Nor could he have been Induced to have
exhibited that want of decent courtesy toward the |
members of that committee or his colleagues upon
the floor of this House which the gentleman (Mr.
Littlefleld) exhibited in the course of his remarks.

“What Is the excvse which the gentleman has
for this unusual and, I might say, unprecedented
course? What is his justification? He tried to
make this House be'leve that it I8 because we are
attempting to impose a tax upon the people of
Puerto Rico, and also because, according to the
pecullar logic of this backwoods lawyer, ag he
calls himeelf, this bill is - unconstitutional. In the
course of his remarks he told this House that if
this bill is enacted Into law the spruce lumber |
men of Malne, carrying their umber to Puerto !
Rico, would be obliged to pay a duty of 50 cents
a thousand on all the rough lumber which they
take to that i{sland. Who is It that is complaining |
of that tax of 3 cents a thousand? Not the people
of Puerto Ricdi bu*t the lumber barons of the
State of Malne. That is the reason why the gen-
tleman is here saying that he cannot egree with
his party assoclates in imposing a duty upon Amer-
fcan products going Into Puerto Rico, when he
knows that every dollar of that duty Is paid over
to the people of that island for their benefit.

“And If this theory. which he has always advo-
cated and which the Republicans have always |
claimed to be correct—if the theory that the man
who imports pays the duty—then all of this tax
upon the products going to Puerto Rico from the
United Btates 1s pald by the people of the UMnited
States. It is not, therefore, the tax upon the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico that constiftites his real objec-
tion, but because the fishermen of New-England
and the spruce lumber men of Maine want to get
their products into the ports of Puerto Rico for

2 per cent of the existing tarl¥ on goods when

i viewing the constitutional questions involved

| Platt, Quay and Beveridge.”

| could happen

hold permanently and forever govern our newly
acquired territory by an unrestrained or despotic
power, or without reference to the future capacity
of these islands ultimately to share with us all
the blessings of politlcal freedom and the
beneficent advantages of Statehood, I must em-
hatically deny it. There are a few distinguished
eaders of the Democratic party who fondly cling
to the notion that this ghost, which they call im-
seriallsm, may vet be vitalized and made a living
‘ssm- upon which to divide the American people
and obtain for their party control of the Govern-
ment. To accomplish this, however, you must em-
vloy something more than mere assertion or bom-
{mstlc declamation; you must find something more
tangible than the evidence furnished by the pend-
ing bill—a bill which merely contemplates the
raising of sufficient revenue to enable the poor,
distresged people of Puerto Rico to maintain under
the authority of the United States Government
and secure for their children and themselves the
necessary means of acquiring a common school
education.

Since acquirlng these islands there has been no
authoritative party utterance nor declaration on the
part of the Government or the Administration that
could be construed into a purpose, or the evidence
of a purpose, of holding in any other way or under
any other form of government our insular terri-
tory than that under which we have always held
territory belonging to the United States, and for
almost half a century have held and governed the
territorfes of Alaska, New-Mexico and Arizona.
The territorial extent of a nation’'s domain does not
ccnstitute imperialism. Imperiallsm is the forci-
ble, despotic rule and dominion over States or-
iginally separate, whereby through vast provinces
people are subjected to the rule of a despot. It is
this that strikes terror to the minds of so many
at the mere mention of the word ‘“imperialism.”
Imperialism, in the sense of despotic rule, can
never have afla"e in our Republic except by the
destruction of the Rebpublic itself and the ex-
tirpation of the American ideal. With such im-
perialism Republicanism is relentlessly at war,
The conditions that necessarily produce imperial
despotism cannot and never will be tolerated in
our American life. But I will tell the gentlemen
what can be done, what the American people are
doing and wlill ever continue to do: We can and
we will make an fmperial domain a republic.

Mr. Eddy, of Minnesota, said that all the dolor-
ous predictions made against the bill would soon
be relegated to the Démocratic chamber of horrors
for use at some future time, when a great emer-
gency arose. He would support the bill, he said,
believing it to be the best measure attalnable to
establish a sound fiscal system in Puerto Rico.

A NEW-YORK REPUBLICAN'S OPPOSITION.

Mr. Tompkins, of New-York, announced that he
was not In accord with the majority of his Re-
publiean assoclates on this bill. He falled to see
in 1t, he said, that justice and falrness which char-
acterized the policy of the Republican party. He
believed, with his party, in the doctrine of protec-
tion, but that party did not uphoid a protection
unjust or discriminating against partlcular States
or Territorles. He Insisted also that even if Con-
gress had the power to act In this way, the cir-
cumstances in Puerto Rico would make such an act
a flagrant Injustice and a repudiation of promises
to the Puerto Ricans.

Mr. Tompkins declared that the conditions in
Puerto Rico had not changed since the Presi-
dent’'s Message. except for the worse. If we desired
to retain the respect of the world we should keep
steadily in mind our promises and our obligations
to these island péople.

Mr. Powers, of Vermont, said that the i{ssues in-
volved were the most momentous since the Civil
War. As such the issues should be met as Amerl-
can citizens, not as politiclans, as he who served
his country best served his party best., After re-
Mr.
Powers declared that the acquisition of Puerto
Rico had brought to the island the same rights and
privileges as Arizona, New-Mexico or any of the
other Territories.

Mr. Broussard, of Louisiana, opposed the bill
and disputed the figures given by Mr. Payne par-
ticularly in reference to sugar and rice. As to the
latter article he sald that Puerto Rlco afforded a
large market for the American product which
£hould be retained.

DEFENDING ANTI-TMPERTALISTS.

Mr. Thaver, of Massachusetts, closed the day's
speeches with an energetic protest against the at-
tacks made on the anti-imperialists as copper-
heads and traltors. He declared that if the Gov-
ernment announced 1ts purpose to give independ-
ence to the Filipinos not another shot would he
fired. “Can we afford,” he asked, ‘“to ignore the

| aspirations of ten million people for self-govern-

ment?
“We are not ashamed of the company we keep,”
exclaimed Mr. Thaver. “In all matters pertain-

| Ing to the welfare of the country, the prosperity of

our people and the perpetuation of American in-
stitutions, we prefer the counsel and advice of
Boutwell, Hoar, Hale and Fuller to that of Hanna,

Mr. Thayer pald an eloguent tribute to the Amer-
fean flag, and sald there was only one thing that
to the flag worse than having it
hauled down, and that was to have its glorious
message stultifled.

At 5 o'clock the House adjourned until Monday.

R

GOVERNMENT FOR PUERTO RICO.

| REPRESENTATIVE COOPER INTRODUCES A

BILT. ON THE LINES OF THE

FORAKER MEASURE,

Washington, Feb. 24.—Chalrman Cooper of
the House Committee on Insular Affairs to-day
introduced a bill providing a government for
Puerto Rico. It follows in the main the bill on
that subject prepared by Senator Foraker, with
a more detalled statement of the constitutional
guarantees against ex post facto laws, for free
speech, free religion, etc. The bill fixes the capl-
tal at San Juan and establishes a Governor and
a sta’ of island officlals, a legislative branch of
two houses and a judicial system, similar to the
general provisions of the Foraker bill, with ad-
ditlonal restrictions on the legislative powers
and procedure,

Mr. Cooper says the bill 18 introduced on his
individual responsibility and 18 not a committee

measure,
et ——

TO ADMIT BOOKS AND WORKS OF ART FRER

Washington, Feb. 24.—-An amendment to ihe
‘};uerlw Rican bill was introduced In the Senate to-
ay by
tion into Puerto Rico of works of art ayd scientific
aud Uterary works from Spain for ten years

Mr. Culberson, permitting the free importa- |

He sald that he spent no money in the Sen-
atorial campalgr proper.

NEW PHILIPPINE COMMISSION.

FOUR OF THB FIVE MEMBERS HAVE BEEN
SELECTED.

Washington, Feb. 24.—It was officially an-
nounced late this afternoon that four of the five
members of the new Philippine Commission had
been selected. They are Judge Taft, of Ohio;
General Luke E, Wright, of Tennessee; Henry
C. Ide, of Vermont, and Professor Dean C.
Worcester, of Michigan. The fifth member will

be announced later. It is generally believed he
will be Bernard Moses, of California. The per-
sonnel of the Commission, therefore, will proba-
bly be as follows:

Judge WILLIAM H. TAFT, of Ohlo, president.

Profeseor DEAN C. WORCESTER, of the present Com-
mlission.

General LUKE E. WRIGHT, of Tennessee,

HENRY C. IDE, of Vermont,

BERNARD MOSES, of California.

General Luke E. Wright {s a well known lawyer
of Memphis, a veteran of the Civll War, and a
friend of Judge Taft, the head of the Commission,
before whom he has practised. He was formerly a
partner in practising law with Senator Turley, of
Tennessee,

Henry Clay Ide was born in Barnet, Vt., on Sep-
tember 18, 1844. He was educated at St. Johnsbury
Academy, and was graduated at Dartmouth Col-
lege in 1866 at the head of his class. From 1868 to
1868 he was principal of the St. Johnsbury Acad-
emy, and In 1869 was principal of the Arlington
(Mass.) High 8chool. He was admitted to the
Vermont bar in 1870, and a year later began the
practice of law in 8t. Johnsbury, which has sinoe
been his home. He is regarded as one of the lead-
ing lawyers of Vermont. He 18 a Republican in
politics. He was State Attorney for Caledonia
County in 1876-'78; State Senator, 18§2-'88; president
of the Republican State Convention In 1884 and

delegate to the Republican National Convention in
1888, In 1891 he was nominated as Chief Justice of
Samoa by the United States, and was confirmed by
Great Britain and Germany, the other partles to
the treaty. He rendered valuable service there for
over a year, but the failing health of his wife, whao
remained In St. Johnsbury, caused his resignation
in_the summer of 1892

Bernard Moses has been professor of history and
political economy in the Unlversity of California
gince 1876. He was born in Burlington, Conn.. on
August 27, 1846, and was graduated at the Univer-
gity of Mlichigan in 1870. He won the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy at Heidelberg in 1873. Among
his published works are “Politics” (with W. W.
Crane), ‘‘Federal Government In Switzerland,”
“Democracy and Social Growth in Ameri~a” and
“The Establishment of Spanish Rule {n America.”

e nas

LAWTON'S PLAN FOR PHILIPPINES.
A FORCE OF NATIVE POLICE TO REPLACE
REGULAR TROOPS.

Washington, Feb. 24 —Just before his death,
after glving much thought to the subject, Gen-
sral TL.awton had worked out a plan for the
maintenance of order in the Phillppines after the
close of actual war, which was submitted to
General Otls, and presumably Is the plan which
will eommend Iitself to the War Department
when the time comes to replace the Regular
troops by other forces competent to preserve
order. General Lawton's idea was to create a
force of native pollece, whose offlcers, at first In
all grades, and finally, as conditions improve, in
the upper grades alone, shall be Americans.
Some such force as this {s now successfully em-
ployed in Cuba by General Wood under the title
of Rural Police. Owing to the racial differences
among the inhabltants of the Philippines, it was
General Lawton’s idea that there would be no
difficulty in securing police who would be proof
against disloyalty in the districts apart from
those of their nativity to which they might be
assigned.

That this theory was well founded is indi-
cated by the successful use of the Macabebe
tribe by General Lawton himse!f and by Gen-
eral Young later on in his chase after Aguinaldo
in the north of Luzon. ,The natives, by their
acquaintance with the country and the inhab-
ftants, would be of great assistance in runnin
down lawbreakers. Because of the similarity o
feature and figure of the Tagals, the American
troops have had great difficulty in distinguishing
one individual from another, or in telling friend
from foe. Indeed, there I8 a story In clrculation
among some of the Army officers who have just
returned to Washington from Manila that the
Army actually captured Aguinaldo in Cavité
Province, put him In jail for fifteen days as a
suspicious amigo, and then released him only to
hear of his identity after he got away. The
ability of the Philippine leader to make himself
up as a Chinaman, or “Chino,” as they are called
in the Phillppines, 1s sald to be remarkable,
and only a native is able to penetrate such a

disguise,
i e

DEMGCRATS AGAINST THE SHIPPING BILL.

Washington, Feb. 24.--An informal conference of
the Democratic members of the House Committee
on Merchant Marine and Fisherfes was held to-day
In reference to the Minor Shipping Subsidy bill,
It was the general agreement that neither of the
blils proposed by the majority was satisfactory.
Representative Fitzgerald, of Massachusetts, pro-
posed several amendments extending the time
within which Americans can purchase ships abroad
allowing vessels to pe purchased anywhere an
operat under the American flag, and requiring

for every ton of forelgn shippi brought in
squivalont in American shipyarda® - o ¥ -

April 22, 1899, to date of arrival at same, February
11, 1800, a total of 288 days 19 hours, the ship has
steamed 29,283 knots. She has been at sea 24 days,
5 hours, and at anchor 48 days 14 hours. I took
command of the Nero on August 8, 1889, at Manila
Bay. As soon as the coal in the main hold had
been turned over, on account of having been on
fire—and I considered I could control it all, as the
other holds could be flooded—the ship sailed on
August 15 for Dingala Bay, east coast of Luzon,
and arrived on the morning of August 19 and took
up the survey where left off by beginning to run
the traverse over the direct line back to Guam.
This was comrleted, except a few soundings, to be
taken on coming out, on September 7, having met
Wwith no obstacle that would obstruct a cable. As
I belleved my first duty was to run the direct line
to Yokohama as soon as possible, before the north-
east monsoon set in, I did not delay at Guam to
take coal on board: also, T could not take ecoal
without mixing it with that aiready on beard, and
1 did not deem that prudent, as our coal had been
on fire, and was still showing symptoms; and by
the time we would reach Yokohama the main hold
:wl\(nld be about empty, and fresh coal! could be
aken.

No obstruction was met between Guam and the
Japanese coast, and Octoher 10 the Nero started
back and traversed the direct line to Guam. de-
veloping an eminently satisfactory, practical route.
Captain Belknap was satisfied that Tarafofo was
the best landing place for a cable at Guam. I took
on board twelve hundred tons of coal at Guam, and,
on the morning of November 12 proceeded to finish
the sounding around the island. The southern route
did not prove to be made longer by the offlving
shoals, and T am satisfied 1t is far more practica-
ble than a route around the northern end of the
island could be, from the soundings that have heen
taken. The twenty fathom and one hundred fathom
marks have been establlshed at Tarafofo and San
Luis @’Apra, as far as practicable. The drop off at |
the mouth of the harbor of San Luis d'Apra is so
abrupt that, though I took a sounding as close in
as was prudent in this ship, it fell to 234 fathoms.

SOUNDING RECORDS BROKEN.

L then proceeded to try to find a southern route
to connect with our direct line to Midway, but
struck the Nero Deep again, and am convinced
that it cannot be got around with a cable. Here
the two deepest casts and the two deepest tem-
peratures ever taken were recorded. The depths
are 5160 fathoms and 5264 fathoms, and the tem-
peratures are 359 at 5,070 fathoms and 38 at 5,101
fathoms.

1 then proceeded back to the vicinity of Tarafofo
and began to traverse and develop the direct route
to Midway. T will not attempt to go iInto detalls
of the soundings, for they are all shown minutely
on the forms for sounding record and the plotting
sheets. 1 belfeve it to be sufficlently developed to
make a satisfactory and practical route, and no
doubt the most direct and satisfactory one that can
be found.

We reached Midway on January 3, 199, It was
found as described in the sailing directlons. Sand
Island may have changed some In dimensions and
form, but it is not noticeable to the eve. That a
light frame bullding is still standing about the mid-
dle of the northern side, which was apparently
bullt some years ago, goes to show that the ele-
ments do not treat it very severely. It seems as
though the island could certainly accommodate a
sufficient plant for a relay station. It has oceurred
to me that a vessel with proper plant could be
moored there sufficient to accommodate the neces-
sary persons until the shore plant could be made
ready. There are no inhabitants. There Is no food
besides the fish, which abound, unless the sea birds
and eggs and a few plover and curlew could he
utilized. T would not recommend the water, even
if 1t should become sufficlently freshened by stand-
ing In holes dug in the sand, but would most
strongly recommend an evaporator., No dudbt the
sofl could be utilized in time to raise some vegeta-
bles and articles of food that could be transported
there and cultivated, and that some of the vegeta-
tion growing on similar soll at Guam, for instance,
might be transplanted. Fastern Island might be
made more fertile, from appearances. I believe the
{sland to be a practicable site for the necessary
bufldings.

FROM MIDWAY TO HAWAIL

The traverse was continued from Midway to
Waimea Bay, Oahu, Hawailan Islands, which is
an admirable landing. Nearly all the positions of
the soundings are practically definite from the
ordinary navigation point of view, though they are
not so marked when a run of any consequence

comes in. Every means and device known and
available at sea has been used, and, as finally cor-
rected on the forms and plotting sheets after the

last checks in the chronometers at Honolulu, they
are as absolute as possible at sea.

To the best of my knowledge I do not believe
a cable route was ever so extensively and thor-
oughly surveyed and developed. Not long after

leaving Suam our provisions began to spoil from
the effects of the climate. 1 wus afrald at one time
our flour and bread would have to be condemned
and that it would be necessary to put for Honolulu
for stores, and return to go on with the work. But
we have been able to hold out, though every one
i1s feeling the trial upon his stomach.

Before coneluding. I not only wish to mention.
but to emphasize, the patient and fatthful! manner
the officers as well as the crew, with few excep-
tions, have carrled on the work under the longest,
maost trving, tedious times as regards cllmate and
food I have ever experienced at sea, but above all
I wish to make most favorable mention of the un-
tiring zeal and enerzy and excellent judgment of
Tieutenant J. Hood, whose services have been most
valuable.

Surgeon McCullogh, of the Nero, who went
ashore and made a careful examination of Sand
Island, reports in part as follows:

On the highest portion of the fsland and not more
than thirty yards from the beach a one room house
was constructed many years ago by the Pacitic
Mail Steamship Company, at a time when they in-
tended using the island as a coaling station. A
placard within announces that the writer thereof,
the commander of a schocner, had been wrecked on
the !sland In September, 1888, and had rematned
there until February, 18%; that during that time he
had buried four of his crew. He also stated that
by digging four feet at an indicated point water,
“and water, t00," could be obtalned. It was

near this house that the daikon was growing, and
there was a number of the Klunts Rrowing near hy.
From this I Infer that with care and fertilization
many vegetahles of economie value could be grown, |
In 1887 it was reported that on the adjacent REastern

1sland about five acres of a vegetable mould of «

foot in depth existed, and it would be well worth |
transporting a sufficlent quantity of it to improve
the soil of this part of gu.nd Isiand, which | re-
ard as the most sultable for habitatlon. Eastern
sland is apparently much more luxurious in vege-
::Non. and would probably repay careful Investiya-
on,

BABY DRINKS CARBOLIC J4cCID.

The eighteen months' old son of Alfred S.
Schayer, of No. T8 Union-st., Newark, while playing
in his father's barn yesterday afternoon, found a

bottle containing carbolic acid, and
it. He dled shortly after. P o of

: which

Financial

! The Financial World.

Two topics have principally engaged attentiog
in the Street the past week, one, the war; the

. other, Third Avenue affairs. The former seemg

to exert about as much visible influence on the
market as would a yacht race or a football
game; the latter has very considerably copn-
tributed to give us a mixed up condition of
things among large moneyed interests which has
made trouble. An [rregular and generally lowep
market has been the consequence. It would be
too much to say that the Third Avenue trouble
wag alone the cause of the unsatisfactory map-
ket we have had. It was not. Put It was g
powerful contributing cause. When people
whose operations are large enough to influence
prices, get working at cross purposes. the effect
extends beyond the immedlate circle of disturb-
ance; as other people, not directly involved,
hold off until the trouble becomes less acute.
Yesterday, Third Avenue stock dropped to T4l

" and closed very near that figure. The interpre-

tation the Street put upon this collapse was that

' a recelvership was impending, and that it might

be announced over Sunday. It usually happens
that when a stock drops and drops as Third
Avenue has been dropping, it strikes its lowest
with the shock of the recelver’s appointment.

This may Le the case in this Instance.

Probably it makes no great difference whether
the reorganization of the finances of this much
mismanaged company be done through the cus-
tomary medium of a recelvership, or by syndil-
cate operations without one. Something must be

| done, and that speedily, to protect the property,

considering the number of unsecured creditors it
has, who will want to protect themselves by
putting liens on it. This might be a frultful
cause of trouble :n the final settling up: hence
a receivership may, under the present circum-
stances, be the easiest method of procedure.
Had the managers of the company stuck to
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., the way out would have been
clear. Why they did not, has not at this time
become known pullicly; but the common im-
pression is that whoever was responsible for the
break away, is sorry he did it. The fact is
much commented on, as an example of thd reck-
less mismanagement of the company, that a
dividend could be declared on the stock within
ten days of mechanics liens being filed on .the
DY’ODPI’!}'.

Mr. Keene's name has figured considerably in
the papers in connection with the business, and
he is reputed to have been a large loser through
loans made on the stock when it was selling
above par, Those who know that gentleman's
quickness of operation, however, take leave to
doubt whether he could be much of a loser,
seelng he had time to discover how things were
going after he had made the loan and before the
market for the stock had become demoralized.
But that the lmpression does prevail in certain
quarters that he has been a heavy loser, may be
inferred from the vehement remark of one of the
Metropolitan people—*“We have given him a dose
of the medicine he gave us last December.™
This remark lets in a little light on the cross
currents running n the market. When Mr.
Keene was told of it, he smiled dryly, and said
he hoped his friends would not waste sympathy
on him. ’

While Third Avenue has been going down,
there has also been a decline in Brooklyn Trac-
tion, Manhattan and Metropolitan. Some sym-
pathetic heaviness in these stocks would be
natural under the circumstances; but the real
cause is undoubtedly the apprehension that the
State Board of Tax Commissioners may assess
the franchises of these companies at such figures
as will greatly increase the taxes upon them.
The Board has been increasing the valuations of
corporate franchises in the smaller cities of the
State, and will begin their work In this eity
the coming week. Thé Consolidated Gas Com-
pany is equally Involved with the traction com-
panies. People’s Gas went down several points,
quite rapidly one day, from above par, but found
support when it struck 98. Bear points on it
came hot over the wires from Chicago, when it
was sald that every politiclan was selling 1t
short. There seemed to be a little too much
bear company. The selling was accompanied
by rumors that the Ogden Gas Company—the
opposition concern—had been able to ralse
money to enable it to branch out. People's Gas
may go lower, but the company is earning over
© par cent on its stock; and this ought to be a
purchase on all soft spots at any figure below
current guotations.

Among the prominent industrials, an advance
and subsequent decline is to be noted in Amer-
jean Tobacco; and a weakness the latter part
of the week In the steel stocks, which s not
to be accounted for by any known conditions
of the steel industry. A raid on Leather com-
mon one day was set down by the smart guess-
ers as part of the “medicine” which was being
dosed to Mr. Keene. Sugar hangs about 111 to
112, without much doing in it. On Wednesday,
March Tth, the directors act on the dividend—
that dividend which Mr. Havemeyer at the last
meeting Intimated might be In danger. “It
will be 6 per cent or nothing,” is a prediction
credited to an active operator. The stock does
not at this time act as if it would be either,
but if either comes, Sugar will furnish the trad-
ers with some lively movements to chase eighths
and quarters on.

The coal stocks have been exceptionally firm
in a generally weak market. This is natural
The prosperous condition of the coal trade was
set forth in this column last week: also the
views of leading bankers and rallroad managers
on the outlook for it, and more especially for
the bituminous trade, this coal being now in
growing demand from all parts of the world
Practically, the state of the trade now is, that
sales of coal are only limited by the capacity
of the seller to deliver. Of course it could not
be that the bituminous trade should be so ac-
tive without the anthracite trade being the
The annual reports of the anthracite

same.
companies just published, show that it is. Defl-
cits in earnings have become surpluses; sur-
pluges have swollen enormously. These thinge

are bound to tell on the prices of the stocks of
propertles whose earnings are made wholly,
or largely, on the carriage or mining of coal;
and this includes not only the coal companies
proper, but the stocks of large systems, the
Pennsylvania for example, which have a great
coal business. The new~ contracts which go inte
force on April 1st, will be at a large advance In
price per ton over those now prevailing. For
the moment, the market Is in a mixed and some-
what disordered state from causes which are
local, and to a certain extent personal; but they
do not affect trade conditlons, nor the
earnings of the companies, railroad or indus~
trial; and it is well to keep these facts in mind,
because as the market straightens itself out
the big earnings will carry up the stocks of the
companies making them.

The possibility of higher rates for money
again, is brought up by the immense expansion
of loans and the weekly decreasing surplus re
gerve. This expansion is without precedent
and it 1s certainly not due to operations in wall
Street. The bank men all concur in the asser
tion that it is mereantile borrowing, & result
of the general expansion of trade and the highet
prices for everything the merchant of manu
facturer has to buy. If he lays in-the sameé
stock he did a year age, he has to borvos
more because of its higher cost; which he will
vecoup when he sells at the advanced P'“.
The new currency bill, now about to become
law, will supply an amount of fresh
the experts variously
which will assuredly be enough to meet :
legitimate requirements. It Is interesting o
note that the qnlcbol-lhe—tﬂl"t."%

the
the S.t‘reet are alreadyw dealing in when I8

new per cent bonds, “deliverable
sued.” cv-ruaxm:'_lﬂ'ﬂ
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