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LADYSMITH'S  PLIGHT

WHITE'S BELEAGUERED GAR-
RISON IN A BAD WAY.

FIERCE FIGHTING OF THE RELIEVING
COLUMN—TEN THOUSAND BOERS

IN NATAL.

[Copyright; 1900: by The New-York Tribune ]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, March 1, 6 a. m.—Charles Williams,
the well states that
the garrison at Ladysmith is almost at the
last gasp. General

known military expert,

White’s supply of pro-
visions and ammunition is not exhausted, But
it is believed that the British troops in the be-
sieged town are in a bad way, owing to the
poisonous nature Klip
River. no suggestion from
other sources that the garrison is in a particu-
larly sorry plight. But the fact that Genera!l
White has, so far as is known, not been able

of the water from the

There has been

to seize the opportunity of Buller's advance to
make a sortie in force
that Mr.
together inaccurate.

Further particulars of the fizhting on Friday
night in the vicin'ty of Pieter's prove conclu-

would almost tend to

show Willlams's statement is not al-

sively that it was of a very severe character.
In their repeated attempts to take Pieter's Hill
the Inniskilling Fusiliers were mown down by

the concentrated rifle fire opposed to them, and

the Irish regiments of Hart's brigade, the Dub- |

lin Fusiliers and Connaught Rangers, also suf-
fered heavily.
tions that most of

“The Times” correspondent men-
the wounded were left on
the hill when the regiments retired, and presum-
ably they are now prisoners.

Winston Churchill says there is no apparent
He
in

intention to raise the siege of Ladysmith.
estimates the strength of the Boer army
Natal at ten thousund, and complains that the
Boers are using expanding bullets and utilizing
the services of armed Kaffirs.

Not much fresh news has been received from
Paardeberg. It appears that on Tuesday morn-
ing, when the Canadians so gallantly stormed
the Boer trenches, they were only restrained |
from carrying the laager at the point of the
bayonet by Imperative orders "o the contrary.

General at Arundel

LN P

BROKE THE BCEER' CENTRE.

Kitchener has arrived
from Paardeberg.

ENERAL BULLER'S COMPLEX OPERA-
TIOXS ON THE TUGELA.

[Copyright; 1000: by The New-York Tribune.]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, March 1, 1 a. m—General Buller's
rations have been clearly explained In press
dispatches and in a highly encouraging bulletin
which was posted at the War Office yesterday.
He had cleared the southern bank of the Tugela
by February 21, and had occupied Colenso and
Fort Wylie. The enemy’s position was a long
horseshne, beginning at Kloof, run- |
ning along Langewacht Spruit to .the railway |
south of Pieter's Station, and curving backward |
to Bulwana Mountain, near Ladysmith.

The attack began Wednesday week
British left toward Kloof, and
centinued by the Lancashire brigade on Thurs-
day from Onderbrook Spruit. When the outer-
most positions had been taken, and re-
captured, General Euller decided that it was
impracticable to turn or capture Grobler's Kloof,
and ordered Hart's brigade to attack on Friday
Railway Hill, on the right of Pleter's Station.
This was done under a heavy fire, and the
trenches were taken. General Buller eonvinced
himself on Saturday that the passage of Lange-
wacht Spruit could not be made by a frontal at-
tack on the Intrenchments, and retired with his
entire force across the Tugela on Sunday and
Monday, recalling the battalions from the posi-
tions which they had stormed, and, taking up
the pontoon bridge, two miles from Pieter's
Bridge, it was relald Monday night a few miles
lower down the Tugela, and on Tuesday two of
Barton's battalions, with the Dublin Fusiliers,
crept down the river, ascended a cliff 500 feet
high, and carried by storm Pieter's Hill, turn-
ing the enemy’s position at Langewacht Sprult,
General Warren, with two brigades, then as-
galled this posi‘ion, and took it about sunset,
the South Lancashire leading the forces.

.

BUCCESS AFTER MUCH HARD WORK.

These operations enabled @General Buller's |
army to plerce the centre of the enemy’s horse-
ehoe line of defences. The British were at
Pleter's, with the Boers still in--possession of |
Grobler's Kloof and Bulwana, at the ends of
the horseshoe. General Buller reported that the I
British losses had been kept down by the ad-
mirable management of the artillery, and that
he had taken sixty prisoners. He had clearly
broken through the Boer line of defence, and
was in a position for marching toward Lady-
smith along the line of railway, with the enemy
still in considerable force around Bulwana
Mountalin. Press dispatche received before
midnight referred mainly to the earlier stages
of these complex as, to the
gallant attack of the Irish Brigade on Rallway
Hill on Friday, In which heavy losses were sus-
tained. General Buller's movements can only
be understood after a patient study of the maps,
but it is clear that since crossing the Tuegel:
below Colenso he has been fecling his way, first |
on the left, along Onderbrook Spruit; next, cast-
ward, at Langewacht Sprult, and, finally, still
further eastward, when, after retreating to the
south bank and recrossing below Pleter's, he
succeeded in turning and carrying the main
Boer position. The patience, endurance and gal-
lantry of his army 2a2re worthy of the highest
praise, and General Buller himself is displaying
tenacity of purpose and invineible courage. IHis
campaign among the lills is a most arduous
one, since the Boers are in strong force and
fighting with remarkable persistence and skill,
having impregnable positions on two mountains
and using cover at every turn for a destructive
While the results of General
Roberts’s campalgn have been more brilliant,
the endurance and soldierly qualities of Buller's
army cannot be surpassed.

SHELL FIRE AND MUSKETRY.

Press dispatches from Paardeberg describing
the scene of the surrender of General Cronje do
pot alter the essential facts of a victorious re-
cital on Majuba Day. The Boer forces, when
thelir laager was abandoned, were treated with
great respect by the British soldiers, since thelr
valor was generally recognized. The movement
of the large body of prisoners to Modder River
“ration has been elow, but General Cronje and

officers are already on thelr way to Cape
~. ,The Boer losses during the slege are not

L 7/

Grobler's

the |

was

on

Grobler's

lost

especially

operati

| ract by Colonel §

vet accurately estimated, but apparently were
less serfous than the correspondents had antici-
pated. This is new proof of the familiar propo-
siticn that in modern warfare it is not shell fire,
but musketry fire, that is deadly. The heroes of
the British camp the Canadians, whose
splendld conduct has excited the warmest ad-
miration of the veterans in the servi They
were equally effective with rifle and with spade,
and in their enthusiasm could with dificulty be
kept out of the enemy’s laager. The conduct of
all battalions of General Roberts's army has
been fine. They have endured the fatigue of
long, forced marches, exposure to heavy rains
and an exhausting service in maintaining a
close cordon around the beleaguered camp. The
official casualty lists of three days’ fighting, end-
Ing Priday, contain ninety-eight names.

General French’s brigades are already reported
to be moving toward Bloemfonteln.

The scene hetween Roberts and Cronje on the
morning of the surrender is described by several
correspondents in this morning's press. General
Cronje wore a rough overcoat and a broad
brimmed hat, and his hair was gray. He break-
fasted with General Roberts's staff and consoled
himself with a cigar. He was recelved with ex-
ceptional courtesy by General Roberts.

The War Office last night posted a bulletin
from General Roberts announcing the departure
of Cronje and his officers under a guard of Lon-

are

| don Volunteers, and reporting that 170 wounded

Boers were found in the laager, which had been
rendersd almost impregnable. The women and
children had been s t to their homes.

The "War Office also gave out the text of the
Queen’s congratulatory dispatches and the re-
plies sent by Lord Roberts and General Buller,
and that

Rensburg

confirmed
had reorcupied and
pushing the enemy northward toward Colesberg.
I. N. F.

previous reports

Clements

— = —
BULLER MAKES
BRITISH GENERAL REVPORTS THii CAPTURE

OF A STRONG BOER POSITION.

PROGRESS,

London, Feh, 28 —The War Office has receivea
the following dispatch from General Buller:

Feh,

ssage of

deadquarters, Hlandwani,
Finding that the pa ar
Spruit was commanded by strong intrenchments,
I reconnoitred for another of the
Tugela. One was found for me below
andbach, Royal Engineers, on
February 25, We commenced making an ap-
proach thereto, and on Febru finding that
I could make the pass pr: ble, 1 crossed
the guns and baggage
the Tugela, took up the pontoon bridge on Mon-
day night and laid it at the new site,
just Dbe w the point marked cataract,

During all this tir the troops had
tered, crouching under
stone shelters and «
rifle fire, and thro
most excellent spiriis,

On Tuesday General Barton, with two battal-
fons of the Sixth Brigade and the Dublin Fusi-
liers, crept about a mile and a half down the
banks of the river, ascended an almost precipi-
tous cliff of about five hundred and
saulted and carried the top of Pleter's Hill. This
hill, to a certain extent, turned the enemy’s left,
and the Fourth Brigade, under Colonel Norcott,
end ‘he Eleventh Brigade, Colonel Kitchener
commanding, the whole under command of Gen-
ernal Warren, assalled the enemy’'s position,
which was magnificently carried by the South
T.ancashire Regiment about sunset. We took
about sixty prisoners ar d scatter-4 the ~n-my
in all directions.

There seems to be still a considerable body of
them left on arnd under Bulwana Mountain.
, are large, They certainly
would have
manner in which the
specially the guns manned

passage

e

sed to a galling shell and
it they maintained the

not

1 foyee and the Natal Naval
Volunteers.

,,,,, - .
CRONJE ON HIS WAY TO CAPE TOWN.

OFFICIAL REPORTS FROM LORD ROBERTS-

RENSBURG REOCCUPIED.

London, Feb, 28, 808 p. m.—The War Office
has received the following dispatch from Lord
Roberts

' |
Paardeberg, Feb. 28 —Cronje, with his family, !
| left here vesterday in charge of Major-General

under the escort of the City
and mounted infantry

I.ater in the day the remaining prisoners
in charge of the Earl of Erroll, and es-
by the Gloucesters and a hundred Im-
The women and children are
£ their homes. I understand that
great dissatisfaction was felt by the Boers at
Cronje's refusal to accept my offer of safe con-

Prettyman, and
Imperial Volunteers

duet to the women and children and medical
care for the wounded, about 170 of whom are
now in our hospital. Every man of them is in

a terrible piight for want of care at an earlier
stage.

T inspected the Boers' laager yvesterday, and
was much struck by the ingenuity and energy
with which the position was made almost im-

pregnable to assault.
Lord Roberts also cabled:

Rensburg was reoccupied vesterday by Gen-
eral Clements.

STOPPED ONLY TO
DESPERATE NATURE
AMONG

BURY
OF THE
THE TUGELA HILLS.

THEIR DEAD.
FIGHTING

Colenso, Feb. 26, —Yesterday an  armistice
was agreed ypon, and both sides removed their
wounded and burled their dead

The Boers lost heavily in attacking, and many
were killed among the trees.

Severe musketry fire was resumed last even-

General |
was |

back to the south side of |

been were |

the cata- |

which is |

been scat. |
hastily constructed small |

|

ing. It was started by the accidental discharge
of a rifle

It is reported that there are four hundred |
Boers near Ennersdale,

London, March 1.—A dispatch to “The Daily
Mail” from Piecter's Station, dated Sunday,
February 20, and describing the twelve days’
econtinuous fighting, of which the attack upon

Raflway Hill by the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
was one of the supreme moments, says:

The Inniskillings joined the column with twen-
ty-four officers ey have five left., That tells
the tale. No map, no penned ace
idea of the difficulties of these } and
.8, which succeed each other like waves in
vy sea, one giving way only to another.

‘Fach can be enfiladed, and urtil one is taken
it is impossible, even with the keenest scouting,
to know what fortunes lie beyond it. The mili-
tary problem changes as the column advances,
each kopjle refusing to give up its secret until
the advancing troops have touched its crest.

To add to the difficulty, the tropical rainy sea-
som set in to-day. For twelve hours the uni-
forms clung to the men like wet seaweed. Mud
caught them under foot. Mis closed down and
shut out the position of the enemy.

This discsirort i8 borne by all altke. General
Biilier and his staff are virtually living the pri-

There has not been even a tent to

vate's life.
r the commanding generals. They eat from

cove
their knees, with their shoulders agnlnsl‘vth-‘»
rocks, and they sleep where they can. Field

work is carried on under transport wagons, and
&s these are pot bullt rain proof tiny streams
0f water pour down upon and blot the official
records.

Winston Churchill in a dispatch from Colenso,
dated Tuesday, says:

The condition of the wounded who were un-
tended on the hillside Bunday was so painful
that General Buller sent a flag of truce to the
enemy, and It was arranged that throughout
Sunday military movements should continue on
both sides, but there should be no shooting.

This truce terminated at dusk.
then resumed a furious musketry attack on the
British left. Theg attack was repulsed. Fight-
ing eontinuee vigorously. We shall see who can
stand “bucketing” best, the Briton or the Boer.

Mr. Churchill goes on to say that there is
abundant proof of the Boers using a large pro-

Continued on third page.

FAST SBLEEPER TO BUFFALO
N York except Bunday, Lackawanna
m O:JA”;. m.; arrives Buffalo 8:20 a, m.—Adve

ount, can give |

DIES ON OPERATING TABLE.

JOHN GROH, A WEALTHY BREWER,
OVERCOME BY EFFECTS OF ETHER
John Groh, a wealthy member of the corpora-

tlon M. Groh's Sons' Brewery, in West Twenty-
eighth-st,, died suddenly Tuesday afternoon in
the New-York Polyclinic Medical School and
Hospitai, No. 214 East Thirty-fourth-st., while
on the operating table. Thirty seconds after
he had taken three ounces of ether his respira-
tory system became paralyzed and the action of
the heart ceased. Though the surgeons worked
over him for two hours, using every means
known to them to revive him, even opening
the trachea, or windpipe, in order to get air
to his.lungs, it was all in vain.

For a long time Mr. Groh had been suffering
from a growth in the back of his nose, behind
the posterior nares. It interfered with his sleep,
as it made breathing difficult. On this ac-
count he decided to have the annoyance re-
moved. He went to the New-York Polyclinie
Medical School and Hospital a few dayvs ago,
hired a room as a private patient. and made
arrangements for the operation to be performed
on Monday. It would not be a serious matter,
he was told, as everything of a surgical nature
could be done in five minutes. Still he worried.
He told a friend on Sunday that perhaps he
might not live through the operation. On Mon-
day, at the time fixed, he did not appear at the
nhospital. Tuesday afternoon, however, he was
there, and was examined. His heart seeming to
be in a normal condition, he was allowed to
undergo the operation. Dr. C. E. Gilbert, of No.
423 West Twenty-third-st., his family physician,
saw him some time before and advised him to
spend Monday in resting in his room to get him-
self in condition to stand the gtrain which must
g0 with every surgical operation, no matter how
slight. Iunstead, the patient was out the nighr
before, taking stimulants in order to nerve
himself for the experience of the next day. As
this was not known at the hospital, and as Mr.
Groh easily hid its effects, there seemed to be
no reason why the growth should not be re-
moved. Dr. Gilbert savs that he was not able
to be at the hospital when the operation was
begun, or he would have told the operating
surgeon about the far from healthful course
Mr. Groh had pursued.

Dr. Robert C. Myles, of No. 46 West Thirty-
eighth-st.,, a speciallst., performed the opera-
tion. Cocaine was used at flrst. Later, on ac-
count of the pain, Mr. Groh asked for ether,
Almost immediately after this symptoms of dan-
ger showed themselves. In a few seconds more
his breathing stopped. Then the surgeons tried

r two heurs to restore life, but without
SUcCCcess.,

Dr. Myles feels acutely the calamity, He, Dr,
Giibert and the hospital authorities agree in
saying that it was “one of those cases that can-
not be explained.”

Mr. Groh was about thirty-nine years of age.
His father, Michael Groh, the brewer, died in
December, 18005, leaving an estate valued at
more than $1,0000(0 to the widow and the two
sons, Michael and John. Michael died about
three vears ago. Mr. Groh married, but wae
divorced. He leaves no children.

LOVEJOY SUSTAINS FRICK.

FIRST ANSWER FILED IN SUIT AGAINST

CARNEGIE STEEL COMPANY.

. 28 (Special).——An order war made
mon Pleas Court late this afternoon giv-
defendants except three In the sult en-
H. C. Frick against the Carnegle Steel
v, Limited, for an adjustment of his inter-

3 concern, fifteen days more to file thelr
answvers. “The excepti.ns are Henry Phipps, 1., H

M. Curry and F. T. F. Lovejoy
Mr. Lovej former seeretary of the Carnegle
Steel Comyj fim!ted, and one of the defendants

in the Frick suit against the company, late this
flled his answer.
locument complete is as foilows:

le the Judges of the sald Court:
I oy, one hot

to the abov

t not as trus
Limited, ha

ered my resigng

“fronclad agreement,'” under
reof the expulsion of the plain-

1 meinbership in Carnegle Steel « om-
Limited, was sought to be accomplished, was

the

is, for various rea ONnE, NOt NeCessAry now to
set forth and f £

I'hat he so-called “fronclad agree-
t"” were in fu torce and effect, yet no ce .

isted for the expulsion thereunder of the
from membership in the said assoctation;

That even _L’ the so-clalled ‘‘ironclad agree-

ment’” were in full force and effect, and even if a
:chnical cause was by certain members hbelieved
o exist for tne expulsion of thne plaintif fr
membership in said the Carnegie Steel Company,
l.imited, yeét inasmuch as it was ana is of vital
ortance to ! ald, the Carnegle Steei Com-
pany, Limited, and its welfare as a business asso-
ctation that the plaintiff should continue his mem-
bership therein, and should continue, as in the

past, to ald it In the conduct of ft1s affulrs by his
counsel and advice, a meeting of all or a majority
of the shareholders, Including the plainti should

have been held, at which any differences of opinfon
have been freely discussed and probably

1ated, and
4. That should the plaintiff have been willing,

after this discussion, In the interests of harmony
to withdraw from membership In the said the
itee]l Company, Limited, and to sell hie

t rein, justice and equity demanded that
should be paid by the sald association, or by
partner or partners therein, or by any other
on or persons whomsoever, purchasing his said

rest In sald asscciation, such price as would

be sailafsc sald plaintiff or would
nt the real vs » of sald Interest, and that
nld not e »«1 to sell at such price,
pon such terms of poyment, as the purchasers
emselves might fix, witlout consulting with the

plaintiff.

when requested so to do the

compel, under the so-called

' the withdrawal of the plain-

embership In sald the Carnegie Bteel
. (e

ironclad ag
iY from m

L i
virtually . and, upon the return

'ittsburg of the prest t of the Carnegle Steei
Company, Limited, on January 17, 1900, 1 tendered
res tion from the Board of Manugers of
ttion and my resignation as the secre-

f, which

itlons were the samse
accepted, In my pr >
d—Continuing ¢ same opinten and be-
on January 10, 18 s set forth In Sectlons
14 the first paragraph of this my an-

swer, I further say
First—The averments of the plaintiff are true—as

to nearly all of my own knowledge, as to the re-
mainder to the best of my information and belief,
3 It join with the plaintiff in praying that
rable hody will decree that the plaintiff

uary 1, 1%0, and s still, a member of

der in the Carnegie Steel Company,

such 1s entitled to all the rights
privileges th to pertaining.

Third—1 pray your honorable hody to declare that
un no more than ¢ 1

«iings, having pe \ 1wr taken any
nor encouranged the acts complained of by
1d that | stand before the court with
having sought to do only what was
uninfluenced hy r or favor.
FRANCIS F. LOVEJOY.

THREE VICTIMS OF TRAIN WRECK.
Kansas City, Mo.,, Feb., 28.—Three persons are
dead and six others are more or less seriously In-
jured as a result of last night's collisfon on the
Missouri Pacific Railroad at Independence, Mo.
The dead are Mrs. J. G. Schmidlapp, of Ulncinnatl,
wife of J. Schmidlapp; her daughier, Miliss
Emma Schmidlapp, of Cincinnati, who died from
her injurics at the University Hospital, in this
city, shartly before noon, and a woman, belleved
to be M. M. Well, wife of a merchant of St.

Louls. Thosa Injured are W. R. Vaughan, a Cin-
cinnat{ newspaper man, arm broken in two places;
Mrs. J. Balke, mother of Mrs. Schmidlapp, arm
broken, badly burned about face; J. G. Schmid-
lapp, husband of Mrs. Schmidlapp, arm broken
and head bruised; L. F. Scheldon, Sedulla, badly
bruised and cw, and Willlam Ryan, baggraxe-

hands,
i:it and jns:,

G.

| master, siightly injured. The body of the unknown

The Boers |

woman 1s still in the wreck of the engine and
parlor car. No blame for the wreck is attached
to any one, owing to the storm, which rendered
slgnals lndmlnfuuhabh. Dr. Willam Rosenthal
5¢ New-York City, who was in_the forward car of
:ha wrecked train, rendered herolc work in al-
leviating the sufferings of the injured. All of the
injured perscns were brought to Unlversity Hos-
pital, in this city.

NO. #—“FOUR-TRACK BERIES."

Pronounced by members of the Fifty.sixth Con-
gress as best thing of its kind ever pubiished;
mailed free on receipt of three l-cent stamps. Ad-
dress Room 816, Grand Central Station, New York. J

—da
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FOUR FIRES TOGETHER.

THREE CHILDREN LOST AND
A POLICEMAN HURT.

DETECTIVES TURN OUT TO LOOK FOR IN-

CENDIARIES NEAR THIRD AND SEC-
OND AVES.
SECOND-ST.

AND NINETY-

Citizens, firemen and policeren repeatedly
risked their lives to rescue six familles im-
perilled by a fire which broke out at midnight
in the four story store and tenement bullding
at No. 1,601 Third-ave.

At 1:30 o'clock Bettalion Chief Castles found
the bodi~s of three children In the Friedner
apartments on the top floor. The children were
in bed and had been suffocated. They were
George, four years old; Ettle, six years old, and
Sammy, eighteen months old. The parents were
out at the time of the fire, the father being an
employe of the Dewey Theatre. At a fire about
one years ago the family lost two other children
by suffocation. The bodles of the children were
taken to the East Eighty-eighth-st. police sta-
tion.

Mrs. Friedner, who it was thought had been
burned, returned to the house just before the
bodles of her children were found.

At 1:45 o'clock the firemen said they had made
a complete search of the ruins, and were sure
that there were no more bodies In the place.

Policeman Thomas Tracy, of the East Eighty-
eighth-st. police station, entered the burning
bullding repeatedly, finally dropping on the
third floor, overcome by smoke. His comrades
carried him out, and he was sent to the Presby-
terian Hospital. He will recover.

Roundsman Miller, of the same precinct, car-
ried out five-vear-old Harvey McCoen, who was
found unconscious in his home on the third
floor.

Roundsman Miller's hands were painfully
burned. The boy was restored when in the
open alr.

The fire broke out in the basement of the
building. The building was destroved, except
the walls. The loss {s placed at $15,000.

The strange coincldence of this fire and an-
other for which three alarms were sent in at
No. 1,828 Second-ave., a block distant, aroused
Captain Freers, of the East Eighty-eighth-st.
police station. He at once started an investiga-
tion. He believes these two fires, with a dozen
in the same neighborhood that have occurred
within a month, are the work of flrebugs, and
he will redoubla his efforts to learn the truth.

The fire spread strangely fast. Good fuel for
the flames was a large stock of feed In a store
kept by Benjamin Strauss, on the ground floor.
Hay and other inflammable material gave the
fire a great start.

POLICEMAN TRACY HURT.

On the other side of the same floor was a
flnh aud oyster shop kept by Solomon Hyman.
The tenants of the building were: Second floor,

John Glennon and wife and Lawrence Cleary
and family; third floor, Henry McCoen and
family and Alexander Hoffman and family;

fourth floor, Edward Friedner and Richard
Malaney and family.

The flre decover>d by Detectives Bmith
and Higgins. While one sent in the alarm the
other broke Into the buflding and aroused the
tenants, carrying out several children. Police-
men Tracy, Cullen and Tavlor joined the de-
tectives and citizens soon arrived.

When Pollceman Tracy carried out un-
consclous calls were sent in to the Harlem and
Presbyterian hospitals, and ambulances arrived
from both about the same time.

The fire seemed bound to destroy the building
adjoining at No. 301 East Ninety-fourth-st., and
{ts tenants were ordered out. Two alarms were
first sent in, and these were quic followed
by a third and then a fourth.

Intense excitement prevalled in the neighbor-
hood, which Is densely populated. Tenants from

waa

was

K1y

adjoining houses, half clad, rushed into the
street and surged against the police and fire
lines, crwng for news of their relatives. In the
turmoil and excitement many could not be
found, and the rumors that lives were lost
spread, adding to the excitement.

The many streams, however, quickly con-

trolled the fire, and it did not get beyond the
Third-ave. bullding. The buflding was burned
out. Some of the floors collapsed, while others
are just hanging in place.

ANOTHER FIRE BRR2AKS OUT.

While the firemen were fighting this fire an-
other broke out under almost similar circum-
stances is the flve story tenement building
at No. 1872 Third-ave., five blocks north. On
the ground floor there is a furniture shop kept
by H. Rubenstein.

The firemen had not yet uncoupled their lines
of hose when another fire broke out in No, 1,755
Third-ave.,, about midway between the other
two fires. This »roved to be a stubborn fire.
It seemed to be at the bottom of an airshaft
and caught all the flats, fllllng them with
smoke. The tenants were all taken out in
safety. The fire in this building destroyed prop-
erty worth about $1.(NK),

The police were more positive than ever that
incendiaries were at work when the two smaller
fires were discovered. Chief Croker seemed to
share this view. While he would not talk, he
acted significantly. Asked If he belleved there
were firebugs at work, he replied:

“I don’t know; we shall see later.” Detectlves
from every police station in Harlem were turned
out on the case, and If hard work on their
part can solve the mystery it will bhe done.

Fireman Bieffuth, of Hook and Ladder No. 4.
detalled to drive Acting Battalion Chief Skelly,
reported to Chief Croker that when he reached
the filre at No. 1,735 Third-ave. he heard
screams of “Murder! Help!™” ete. He ran to the
top of the building and was met by a woman
hysterical from fright. She said a man with a
fire badge had struck her, knocking her down
and then riffiing her bureau He had taken
jewelry and a watch and made his escape. The
woman's name could not be obtained, the police
preferring to withhold it at present.

Roundsman Boyle, of the East Eighty-eighth-

st. station, and Sergeant Casey, of the East
One-hundred-and-fourth-st. station, both said
they were convinced that the fires were the
work of Incendiaries.
e
MANY RESCUES MADE.

Several rescues 2;{ people were made by police-
men and flremen at a fire in the four-story
brownstone flathouse, No. 1,828 Second-ave., at
midnight. The interfor of the building was
ruined. The fire broke out in the basement un-
der the wholesale liguor store of Joseph Gluck-
man, and rapidly spread to the other floors
through a dumb waliter shaft. Three alarms
were turned in.

When Roundsman Anderson and Patrolman
Wodirka, of the East Eighty-elghth-st. station
arrived at the fire, they discovered that the
hallway on the second floor was blocked Ly a
woman who carried a large bundle in her arms.
Anderson grabbed the bundle from the woman
and threw it to the floor below, reclieving the
blockade, and probably saving many lives.

A cripple, whose name could not be learned,
was carried to the street from the second floor
by Patrolman Wodirka. Willlam O'Brien, a
fireman, carried a baby from the top floor to
the street. All the occupants of the house were
rascued. The damage to the building {s esti-
mated at $10,000.

THE FIRST RAILWAY IN THE WORLD

to adopt for all its cars the Pintsch light is the

2gew ork Central. This line ms Pintsch light in
its sleeping and parlor cars, its coaches, b age
cars and wail contributing in this, as all
other things, teo comfort and safety of {ta

| patrons.—Advi y

GRANT TAKES THIRD-AVE.

THE EX-MAYOR APPOINTED

RARY RECEIVER.

TEMPO-

CASE CARRIED INTO FEDERAL COURT—RE-
CEIVERSHIP LIKELY TO BE MADE
PERMANENT SOON.

The Third Avenue Railroad Company yester-
day passed into the nands of a receiver, an out-
come of its difficulties, which Wall Street has
for many days predicted and confidently ex-
pected. The recelver appointed was ex-Mayor
Hugh J. Grant. Early in the day additional
mechanics’ liens were filed against the com-
pany, bringing the total amount up te nearly
$6,000,000, and Vermilye & Co., Heidelbach,
Ickelheimer & Co. and Hallgarten & Co. made
formal announcement of their withdrawal from
negotiations for taking care of the company's
floating debt. At about 2 o'clock in the after-
noon application for the appointment of a tem-
porary receiver was made to Judge Lacombe, of
the United States Circuit Court, by T. Jefferson
Coolidge, jr., president of the Old Colony Trust
Company of Boston, which owns unpaid notes
of the Third Avenue company for value re-
celved, which notes are dated Octvler 4, 1899,

HUGH J. GRANT,
Who has been appointed receiver of the Third
Avenue Rallroad.

and were due four months later at 6 per cent,
and call for face value of $100,000. Payment on
the promissory notes being refused, the O!d
Colony Trust Com:pany, represented by Francis
Lynde Stetson, Adritan H. Joline and W. D.
Guthrie, asked for the appointment of ex-Mavor
Hugh J. Grant as recelver on its own behalf,
and also in behalf of all creditors of the Third
Avenue company wWho might hereafter join in
the prosecution of the suit.

Judge Lacombe granted the application, and
required Mr. Grant to give a bond of $2350,00),
which was furnished by the Lawyers’ Surety
Company. Immediate'y after qualifying as
temporary receiver, Mr. Grant took a Third
Avenue car to the offices of the company, at
Third-ave. and Sixty-fifth-st., where he formally
assumed charge of the company's property.

The appointment of Mr. Grant was similar to
the practice in the Erie Rallroad reorganization
a few years ago. All the parties interested in
the Third Avenue road, including the Board of
Directors and the persons who have filed llons
against the property, concurred in asking for
the appointment of Mr. Grant as temporary re-
celver, and It was agreed that in the course of
the next two weeks there will be a hearing, at
which Mr. Grant’'s appeintment will doubtless
be made permanent,

THE BILL OF COMPLAINT.

The bill of complaint of the Old Colony Trust
Company sayvs that the Third Avenue Railroad
Company, which was Incorporated in New-York
on October 6, 1853, owns many surface railroad
lines In the counties of New-York and Wes¥-
chester. It also says that the expenses of re-
cent extensions and improvements now aggre-
gate the sum of $21.000.000, and that the cor-
poration is unable to pay this debt: a'so that
many creditors are pressing for pavment, and
the Old Colony Trust Company helieves that
they will bring suits and levy executions on the
rolling stock and materials of the company.

Next a full list of the recent mechanics’' liens
filed against the Third Avenue Company fis
given, to show the partial indebtedness of the
corporation. The bill also states that a large
part of the floating debt consists of loans made
by various banks, trust companies and indi-
viduals, many of which loans are wholly un-
secured, others being secured deposits of
various stocks and honds as collateral security.

by

It declares that the securities of the corporation
which have deposited as collateral for
loans are now unduly depressed bhelow their real
market and should the corporation be
requested to take up these loans it would bhe
unable to do so, and could not secure an exten-
slon of time

The complaint further says that there is great
danger that the securities held as
for loans may be thrown upon the market and
sold at prices their real value, to the
serfous Injury of the corporation, the Old Colony
Trust Company and other ereditors of the Third
Avenue Company. It is also stated that there
is likewise grave danger that if this should be
done the varfous connecting lines which are now
owned or controlled by the Third Avenue cor-
poration might fall into other hands and the
Third Avenue system be broken up.

In the event of the sale of the collateral, the
bil of complaint alleges, the company's system
would be dismembered and its valuable ease-
ments, franchises and contracts, including
mall contract with the Government, would
lost.

The only way for the continued maintenance
of the Third-ave. road and its connecting lines,
the bill continues, is by the uninterrupted use
of all 1ts lines, rallroads and rolling stock, which
are in good condition, save that the change of
motive power on its main llne has not yet been
completed.

In the last year, the bill of complaint starves,
the Third Avenue Company and the lines which
it controls carried nearly one hundred mil'ion
passengers, and also the United States mails,
and it employs twenty-seven hundred persons.
It is therefore of great importance, it is added,
that the system be continued to be operated for
the benefit of the counties of New-York and
Westchester and of its numerous employes.

TO WHAT IT IS ASCRIBED.

The corporation In ordinary circumstances, the
bill of complaint alleges, would yleld an In-
come more than sufficient to provide for the ex-
penses of the corporation and pay the Interest
on its bonds. The present financial condition of
the road is ascribed to the expenses of the
change of motive power. It was expected that
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TARIFF BILL IS PASSED.

HOUSE AGAINST FREE TRADE
WITH PUERTO RICO.

ELEVEN MAJORITY FOR THE MODIFIED
BILL—FOUR DEMOCRATS VOTED
FOR AND FIVE REPUBLI-

CANS AGAINST IT.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Washington, Feb. 28.—The free traders and
anti-expansionists in the House of Representa-
tives were defeated to-day by a majority eof
elevén votes, and thus was settled, so far as
that body could settle it, the proposition that
Coigress is to have a free hand in dealing with
the political status and civil rights of the in-
habitants of the territory acquired by the United
State from Spain, as well as the authority of
Congress to exercise the taxing power therein
and in relation thereto.

It was the end of the severest contest that has
taken place in the House since the memorable
fight against and victory over free silver in
1890, when, as now, the Republican majority
was a narrow one and there was disaffection
and opposition in the ranks of the party. To-
day, as then, a small number of Democrats
joined with Republicans to insure victory in the
hard fought barttle. An element entered into
this contest more important and vital than was
found in the free silver contest of ten years ago,
and the fight was more stubborn. It came, too,
on the eve of an impending Presidential elec-
tion, and a great many Republicans hoped to
see it postponed until after that event.

THREE RECORD YOTES.

There were three record votes. The first was
on the motion of Mr. McCall, of Massachusetts,
to substitute the free trade bill originally in-
troduced by Chairman Payne of the Ways and
Means Committee for the pending bill. The
motion was lost by a vote of 139 ayes to 178
noes—a result which was greeted with hearty
applause on the Republican side. The motion
recelved the votes of five Republicans—Messrs.
Crumpacker, of Indiana; Heatwole, of Minne=
sota; Littlefleld, of Maine; Lorimer, of Illinols,
and McCall, of Massachusetts, and these fiva
voted against their party on the 'other two mo=
tions. Four Demaocrats voted against the sube-
stitute—Messrs. Davey and Meyer, of Louisianag
De Vries, of California, and Sibley, of Pennsyl-
vanla. These four Democrats also voted with
the Republicans on the motion to recommit, and
all except Mr. Meyer so voted on the passage of
the bill. Mr. Fletcher, a Republican, of Minne-
sota, voted for che motion to recommit against
the McCall substitute, and did not vote on the
motion to pass the bill.

FIVE REPUBLICANS FOR FREE

Messrs. Crumpacker, Heatwole, Littlefield,
Lorimer and MecCall not only voted for free
trade, but also to sustain the Calhoun doctrine
of the self-acting operation of the Constitution
and against any measure of legislative relief for
Puerto Rico,

The metion
Mr.
to recommit the

TRADE.

of Mr. MeCall having been lost,
the Demeocratic leader, moved
bill to the Ways and Means
Committee, but offered no instructions. His
motion was lost by a vote of 162 ayes to 173
negative majority of ten votes. “FPha
vote on the motion to pass the bill stood: Ayes,

72; noes, 161; majority, 11

Mr. Warner, of Illincis, was paired against
the bill with Mr. Boutelle, of Maine, for it. Two
other Republicans—Mr. Lane, of Iowa, and Mr.
Faris, of Indiana—were absent and unpaired.
They were understood to be against the bill
Four Demoerats who were opposed to the bill—
Messrs. Fleming, of Georgia; Small, of North
Carolina; Smith, of Kentucky. and Stallings, of
Alabama, were absent and unpaired. Other
pairs were Messrs. Gibson, of Tennessee; Reeves,
of Illinois: Harmer, of Pennsylvania; Bailey, of
Kansas; Sheldon, of Michigan, and Wadsworth,
of New-York, all Republicans, for the biil, with
Jlessrs. Tate, of Georgia; Sparkman, of Florida;
of Missourt; Bellamy, of North Carolina;
of Tennessee, and Epes, of Virginia, Demo~
crats, all against the bill

Speaker Henderson, who had felt and ex-
pressed deep anxiety for the fate of the measure,
voted against the McCall substitute and for the
passage of the bill.

The result of the final vote was
plauded by the Republicans, as well as Oy many
spectators in the galleries, which had been
crowded all day. The Democrats and assistant
Democrats on the floor did not feel like cheer-
ing. The latter had clung to the hope, even
after the MecCall free trade substitute had been
defeated, that the motion to recommit would be
carried, and its defeat was a keea disappeint-
ment to them, as well as to the Democrats, who
were so anxious to have their theories of the
Constitution prevail. Messrs. Crumpacker, Lit-
tlefield and MeCall were equally anxious on that
score. They appeared to fear there might be
danger that the Supreme Court of the
United States would reverse their judgment re-
specting the constitutionality of the Puerto
Rican Tariff bill, and they sought to avert or
avoid that danger by kiillng a measure de-
igned to bring relief to Puerto Rico and its in-
leaving them withous
means to rebuild their shattered fortunes.

LIVELY CLOSE OF DEBATE.

The four hours devoted to debate under the
five minute rule before the voting began was
spent. The discussion was lively and per-
tinent, and a number of excellent speeches were
made. Mr. Bromwell, of Okio, explained his po-
on a secand time, and voted with his party
erward. Mr. Powers Vermont. did the
same and voted with kis party. Mr. Sibley, of
Pennsylvania, did the same, and voted for the
bill and against his party. He also recited some
appropriate rhymes of his own composition, de-
and lamenting ti of that
party, which made some of its members squirm
and evoked applause on the opposite side of the
chamber, the Pennsylvanian ob-
his seat whenever he wanted
to say a patriotic thing or cast a patriotic vote,

Mr. Virginia, contributed to the
gavety of the proceedings by a burlesque imita-
tion of Mr. Cannon's speech of yesterday, which
that gentleman seemed to enjoy as well as any-
Body Mr. Richardson caused to be read
the memorial of the Puerto Ricans now in
Washington In opposition to the pending bill, to
which Chairman Payne replied In scathing
terms. Other terse speeches in favor of the bill
were made by General Grosvenor, of Ohio; Colo-
nel Hepburn, of Towa; Mr. Graff, of Illineois, and@
others.

BROUGHT FROM SICK BEDS TO VOTE.

Tremendowns efforts had been made to get out
the full vote, and this led to somec remarkable
incidents. Six men were brought from beds of
sickness, two of them from Rospitals. Mr
Brownlow, of Tennessee, was brought in a car-
riage, accompanfed by his wife and physician.
He sat bundled up near the entrance until his
vote was given, and then he withdrew. It was
felt that the strain would be severe on him, but
when Mr. Tawney, the Republican whip, urged
that the kill might be lost by this one vote, Mr,
Brownlow said: “I would rather lose my life
than see this bill defeated.” Mr. Tawmey -‘
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