
FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE-
Mme. Modjeska has entered on the last -*ttl

*
her engagement at the Fifth Avenue Theatre. S*
comedy of "The Ladles" Battle" was acted SS
night, and this will be repeated to-Bi*ht stti \u25a0

Wednesday night. A repetition of Mr. CBB»
Stuart's play of "Marie Antoinette" is aaasaasa
for Wednesday afternoon. "Mary Stuart"
acted on Thursday. "Much Ado" on Fi*SE
and two performances of "Macbeth"

•*•

occur on Saturday. Mr. Stuart Rotoon **•*
succeed Mme. Modjeska at the Fifth **•\u25a0*
Theatre on March 19. and Mr. Jefferson will•»
ceed Mr Robson. on April IS. Mr. JeltaW**
engagement willlast three weeks, and It is BB**
stood that the FifthAvenue Theatre will

•
*M"?

Into the hands of Mr. Proctor, and be devotw »
vaudeville md variety. One chapter of thaatssi
history is. therefore, drawing to a close.

MISCELLANEOUS INCIDENTS.
The serlo-coailc drama of "Peaceful Valley" *•

agreeably acted last nigh', at the Murray \u25a0•
Theatre. The Japanese players appeared at

*
Bijou Theatre. Messrs. Primrose and Dock***'
gave a negro minstrel entertainment at tae <***:
Opera House. "The Runaway Girl" »ms pres*=:

*
at the Opera House. InHarlem, with Mr. J—".^
Powers and a numerous company. Mr.Tim M***
acted at the Fourteenth Street Theatre, la
Carpet Bagger." An elaborate production of"^"
Great Ruby" is announced to occur at this tssisa
on March 13. with Miss Rose Coghlan In tHe Pj£
clpal part. The closing prrformanves '.^5Craig)* a comedy of "The Ambassador" are Bnßfl
at Daly's Theatre where a new caastaj "*£,
"The Interrupted Honeymoon" is asais*"**
production on March '_U

ADA RKHAN.

One of the most important and most iispidsS
events of the dramatic year occurred Usi cijii
In the return of Ada Rehun to the stage, ait« SI
absence of nearly a year.

—
consequent on '.".« dasll

of her manager, the intrepid and ;: 1 :r.:tabl« A>
gusttn Daly, and the practical dissolution of lit
theatre, with which she had been so lons asd >
brilliantly associated. Miss Rehan appeared I
Fords Opera House, in Baltimore, t^B-lnning \u25a0

tour of thirty-one cities, that will extend
*

May 19. The opening piece was Tie 3ca»
for Scandal," and Miss Rehan. as Lady Teas*
was welcomed with every mark of public fanr
The return of this noble actress is an au juryat
happiness to a very large community, for it maasj

that one of the sweetest voices ever heard sjal

the stage will break a silence that has lasted af
too long, and that a fine genius, conscientiously to-
voted to the service of all that is beautiful b
literature and art, will once more be exerted Sr
the public good. Miss Rehan's company :r.daia)

George Clarke. White Whlttlesey. Eugene Oraeat
Wilfred Clarke. Mr. Harbury. Mabel Roebuck, ial
others, and is la charge or' Mr. Rochard DonS)

Miss Rehan will not act in New-York until tec
season. She Intends to sail for England tn *\u25a0»
and to pass the summer at her seaside hoaja,

•
the coast of Cumberland.

HENRT IRVING.
The re-entrance of Henry Irving was can*, u^night, at the Knickerbocker Theatre, la th« -„

acter of Robespierre, and the great actor wiggj..
corned with enthusiastic plaudits by a 'I'llfaiafmultitude. There Is no new word to be aftk! ab«
Mr. Sardou's play. It tains all th« eletnest* ata showy spectacle, but it remains a coherent as*
propulsive drama, tellinga distinct story aod »talning to a climax by mean* of continuous setts*
and Ingenious incident, and not halting upon rfc%ure. Henry Irvtng's embodiment of Robtaanns,
far from having become monotonous through coa-
tinuous repetition, has gained In weight of ta*.vidual!ty and in authority of expression. Th» »always a conclusive token of spontaneity uj
Inspiration— that, however often the actor fcjj
played the part, his art remains fresh and brtjk»

producing as much illusion at the last as *v
the first. The wonderful faculty tbat Hen*
Irvingpossesses of Investing himself with a cJur.
acter and allowing it to express Itself jr. Baton!speech and cqnduct. fluent from motive mt «aa>
tion, was again conspicuously shown In th» 4ra>
matte colloquy between Robespierre and t!s ,_
and In the grim and awful ghost scene, la titmidnight solitude of the Conclergerle prlaoa. I^j
deep heart, the fine Imagination, the facial Baa.
the vocal variety and flexibility,and the eiprsjsjas.
and picturesque movement that animate th«s« as>
preme moments of the dmma are eloquent of •;»
actor's profound sincerity and of that lattcjt
and fascinating personality which Is the so:! c*
all his art.

Robespierre, as he stands upon the pa£# of £».
Tory, Is as unromantlc and unsympathetic aa Ita
possible for any human creature to <>, |pj
Robespierre, as Impersonated by Henry Irving, sat
only fills the imagination, but touches the haaJt
Those observers who look for exclusively «leo
tlonary effects will sometimes be disappoJrt-
ed, but those observers who can appr?cS»;»
a profound study of human nature, and. th*
exposition of a subtle and complex charajtc
by means of natural conduct, will see in tha)
portrayal a masterpiece of art. The . .bstaas)
an 1 the method of Ithave, before now. been amp!/
and particularly described In this place, and Cttn
seems to be no present need of a rehearsal oftj
details. One thing, however, ought. asajseaßßjSj
be said— that, after the plenitude of Incorap«t«i»
under which the local public has be*>n compeEri
to suffer during the past season in the thea^u
of SI-Task, it wn.i a great and .••-xpresaMi
luxury once more to heholJ an actor. Ifany mv,

since the chieftain of whom i;was written, evt
"taugrht the doubtful battl* where t<> ras?,"* !:
was Henry Irving in the populous an<l \u25a0 irbalas
scenes of the drama last night, when the tnaaat
of the French Revolution was Übtrate-i aJaaaX
and the terror of that baleful \u2666 poch aws made afs-
ass powe-. The absence ofEllen Terry «\u25a0 i

-
parties-

larly felt in the scene of meeting betwfen RoBBV
pierre and Clarice, with Its horror of the ;<aaaß|
tumbrils and Its climax of agonizing srntitad^-
when thanksgiving seems almost wickedness. Urn
Milton, nevertheless, gave a careful and effeetnt
performance of the unhappy heroine and Mr Tpt»
repeated his marked success as the brutal Hem

THK DRA\f\

Mmo. Sembrich's second song is the air "Qual
farfaletta amante," by Domenlco Scarlatti one
of the founders of pianoforte music, and dis-tinguished from Buonontlnl by being an admirer
of Handel, whoie admiration approached adora-
tion. Indeed. It la said of him that when his own
playing was admired he would turn the con-
versation on H\nuels (he had met Handel liiVenice as early as 1708). crossing himself at the
time as a sign of Ms reverence for the Germanmaster. Scarlatti Is followed by a UtU«. knOffnGerman composer, who is classed with the Frenchbecause his principal work was done In Pariswhere he was long director of the concerts'spiritual*. This is HenriJoseph Rlg.l. Two _\u0084_.,
English song, follow, a Da Capo aria by Purcell"Iattempt from Love's sickness to fly m vnin»
In whiah th,r. t. an •.a.U.ht Illustration «# howflorid paw.... can b. ...u,^ „n^J^o^

Cast from her kingdom, from her lordexiled
Grlselda still was lamblike, mute and mild.
But Rolli's verse provok'd the saint to roar
She rav'd. she madd'ned. and her pinners tore.
TillBononclnl smooth'd the rugged strains
And sanctlfy'd the miserable, scenes.

It was the quarrel between the composer of
"Grlselda" and ridel, which reached its cul-
mination a decade later, which gave rise to the
famous epigram that used to be attributed to
Swift, of whom. indeed, it la quite worthy, but
which was. In fact, written by John Byron:

Some say. compar'd to Buonononcint.That Mynheer Handel's but a ninny;
Others aver that he to Handel
Is scarcely fit to hold a candle.

Strange all this difference should be
'Twlxt tweedlt-tlum and tweedledee.

The bearer of a title which has lately reposed In
the hands of an American lady did much to foment
the Jealous strife between the two composers. It
was the wife of Karl Godolphin. daughter of the
first Duke of Marlborough. who succeeded to the
title, of Duchess of Marlborough. whose devotion
to Huononclni became so great that she took htm
to live In her home in St. James's, gave concertsexclusively of his music twice a week, and settled
a pension of £^00 a year upon him. But in 1733 he
passed off a madrigal of lA>tti's as a composition
of his own. was detected and left England never
to return.

Mme. Sembrich's song recital in Carnegie Hall
this afternoon offers a liberal education in the his-
tory of song composition as well as In singing. Her
scheme is quite extraordinary and would of Itself
Invite remark for the scope and variety of its con-
tents even if a less extraordinary singer were to
attempt Us exposition. She will tllustrate two cen-
turies of c-ompositlon and the styles at several
schools, beginning with the English when Itgloried
!n Its Pureell and ending with the continental
schools of to-day. Gifted with a truly Polish com-
mand of languages Mme. Sembrlch will sing all
of the songs In the language in which they were
conceived. Italian. French. English. German, Rus-
sian and Polish. The German songs excepted.
moreover, there Is nothing hackneyed about Mme.
Sem'Drieh's selections, and some of them are pecul-
iarly Interesting from an historical point of view.
There Is, for instance, the flrst number on the
programme, "Per la gloria d'adoravl," by Giovanni
Battista Bucnoncinl. It Is from an opera "Grlselda"
brought forward In London In 1721. which takes
rank as the finest of its composer's works and had
enough Buccess togive unhappy hours to Handel, or
at least to his friends. The story told In the opera
is that of the "patient Grlzel." the model of
patience, humility and wifely obedience, whose
pathetic and obviously absurd story used to open
the lachrymal floodgates of our great-great-great-
grandparetns the c-.vilized world over. Teneslno
Bang In the opera, as also did Anastasia Robinson,
and Burney tells us that it was In the character of
Griselda that the prima donna completed the con-
quest of Lord Peterborough, who married her
after he had caned the mustco for an affront
offered to. her behind the scenes. Nevertheless, it
was BooßOßeteTa music that made the opera
a success, for the libretto, written by a hearty
hater of Handel called Rolli. is said to have been
uncommonly bad for even that day of had librettos.
In "The Freeholder's Journal" for Mar.-h 14, 1722.
you may read:

DOINGS AT TIIE OPERA— AT SOME DIS-

TANCE BEHIND SHAKESPEARE—
MME. SEMURICH'S LONG ,

PROGRAMME.

There was n change of opera at the Metropolitan
Opera House last night, the first change of the kind
for a considerable apace. Mr. Van Dyck was again

under the weather, and the projected performance

of "Tristan und Isolde" could not Si given. Mr.

Van Dyck's vocal cords have been decidedly

erratic all season, and SB attempt on his part to
sing the music of Wagner's great love tragedy

when In poor condition could not b* contemplated

with composure. He had done welL remarkably

well, once, but under tho best of circumstances the
audience would1 have gathered together last night

for a second "Tristan" with a weight of apprehen-

sion on their souls. When word was received that
he was Indisposed there was considerable consterna-
tion among the Metropolitan managers, for a
representation of "Faust" had be*»n promised In
Brooklyn, and though the Celtic warriors of Tristan
might easily have reached Brooklyn In time to
metamorphose themselves Into Medieval German
soldiery after landing In Cornwall. tho problem of
simultaneous performances of two operas under-
went a change when "Tristan und Isolde" had to

be withdrawn. The decision was reached, however,
to risk a performance of "Der Flleg^nde Hollander"
with half a chorus, and let the Brooklyn perform-
ance take its course with the other contingent. So
"Der Fliegende Hollander was put In the
place of "Tristan und Isolde," and all proper pains
taken to Inform the public of the fact. The sub-
stituted opera was heard by a relatively small
gathering, but heard respectfully, and ample trib-
ute paid to Its good features, summed up In the
Senta of Frauleln Ternlna. admirable, moat ad-
mirable; In everything, the Mary of Schumann-
Helnk, Erik of Mr. Dlpple. and Dutchman of Herr
Bertram. It was not possible for the close ob-
server to overlook the fact that the performance
in some details had been hastily prepared, for un-
certainty and indecision SSBSSM ItIn many places,
and the feeling of discouragement Inspired by the
change was never dissipate !

A great deal of gossip and speculation is already
current about the effect which the disappointments
which Mr. Grau's subscribers have undergone this
season are likely to have upon next year's pros-
pects. Much of this is based, of course, upon
gratuitous assumptions concerning the constitu-
tion of next season's company, on which point we
make bold to say that neither Mr. Gran nor the
singers themselves— least of all the ready gossips-
are yet In a position to speak. There la no question,
however, that the vast amount of work, as
unnatural and unwise as It Is vast, has had some-
thing to do with the slipshod performances which
have been given. Last night was not the first time
in which the company has been divided and two
performances given In different places at the <am«
time. Philadelphia and New-York have enjoyed
representations simultaneously, and even when
the company has not been divide.] Its efficiency
has been sapped by wearisome midnight Journeys
to and from Philadelphia. This. too. has prevented
proper preparation and rehearsal, and consequently
the abandonment cf plans which promised to give
the only new elements of Interest offered in the
preliminary announcements. We hear nothing
more of the series of Mozart's operas, though we
believe there Is still some prospect that "Die
Zauberflote"— or rather "IIFiauto Magico"— willbe
given before the end of the season. It may be
also that this general condition of Irrational haste,
and the consequent want of earnestness and
care, prevented the success of a work which
under good conditions ought to have won a
permanent place In the Metropolitan repertory.
The reference Is to Nicolal's "Merry Wives of
Windsor"— by all means the happiest as it has
proved itself to be the longest lived of all
Shakespearian operas. But what can a manage-
ment expect of a ballet scene when Its central
figure is Falstaff behaving in a way to give the lie
to all the Incidents built upon It? Let Mme. 3em-
brlch sing her loveliest and act. as she can and did.
like the most bewitching of comediennes; let Mme.
Schumann-Helnk prove herself to be as good an
"old woman." technically speaking, as the German
stage can show to-day—not the opera stage, merely
—what shall that avail if there be a Falstaff with-
out a spark of humor, and If the ballet scene, built
up on the theory that Falstaff lies upon the ground
and endures the torments of the supposed fairies
because he believes that "he that speaks to them
shall die." stands up like a log on end and shows
not the slightest Interest In the goings on? A
myriad of fireflies, though they were big as turkeys,
would not save the opera.

MUSICAL COMMENT,

This, indeed, might be true under certain con-

ditions. If. however, the bills giving the city

ample powers to condemn water rights and de-
priving the Ramapo company of its outrageous

monopoly are not passed, the Fallows bill so
modified would be a mere mockery. The Mayor

am! bis associates would be able to say that
they id no choice but to buy Ramapo water.

The company would have filed maps and pre-

«\u25a0«*».!. .1 all the available watersheds, and the

RAHAPO DAGGERS.
The machines have apparently concluded that

It is not safe to defy public sentiment which
demands laws for the protection of this city
from the Ramapo danger. Politicians who are
likely to be associated with any jobbery that is
going are beginning to put themselves on record
in favoroflegislation against Ramapo. The Gov-
ernor has also caused it to be known that relief
must not be denied. His 4power and popular in-
dignation will probably force the reluctant
Kelsey, Allds and Nix.m to take action in the
Assembly, and their fellow servants of Mr. Platt
in the Senate to follow in their footsteps. The
Legislature will doubtless adjourn with some
sort of Ramapo bills to its credit

But It is a sound rule to fear Greeks though
they bear gifts. Mr. Nixon, who as Mr. Platt's
man in a former Legislature secured for the
Ramapo company those enormous privileges,
greater than any other company, or. Indeed,

than this city possesses, is probably as clever
now as he was then. And all the other friends
of Ilamapo in the Platt and Croker organiza-
tions willdoubtless b<- fully alive to all possible
schemes for preserving their valuable monopoly
of the sources of additional water supply for

this city, while appearing to yield to the force
of public opinion. They will bear watching. It
is understood that Mr. Fallows'* bill concerning
the city's power of making water contracts Is
likely to be reported with amendments striking

out the requirement of the Controller's consent.
This will be defended on the ground that a
double vet Is anomalous and unwise, and that
the taxpayers are reasonably safeguarded by
placing the contracting power in the hands of
two Boards, In both of which he has a vote.
This view may be urged with some sense and
much plausibility. It happens at the moment
lhat the Controller seems our chief safeguard
against looters of the city treasury, but it Is
seldom wise to make laws conferring unusual
functions on a particular office because of the
personality of an incumbent of the moment.
There Is also some force in the saying that the
Legislature cannot assume that a whole city
government Is bound to do wrong, and that If
it lodges, discretion in two Boards like those of
Public Improvements and Estimate and Ap-
portionment it gives ample opportunity for
discussion. An Egyptian paper announces that "first class, up

to date, modern dining cars" are to be run this
season between Cairo and Luxor, and that "an
American dentist has started in business at Assouan,
which la on the edge of the Soudan." A "palace
hotel" at Khartoum for the special accommodation
of tourists will also be completed and opened for
business In about throe month*.

Greene— How noes >t happen that you don't trade
at Cleaver's any more? You u»ed to brag about
th ;nice cuts of meat .he always sent you. la ir
because he wouldn't give you credit?

Gray—On rha contrary, liIs b«c»u»« ha did,— (Bo«<
ton Tr»n»t:rU>t.

Speaking of the agitation over the play "Sapho."
M. De Rpgnler. now lecturing in Boston, said the
other day: "Ifall to understand the attitude of the
public In regard to It. In France there has been
nothing of the sort, although Mme. Rejane has pro-
duced there a dramatization of the same work.
She studied the play as the author intended that
it should be studied. "We saw the moral in it. We
scrutinized the acting. We were not looking for
immorality, and we found none."

Judge -So the prisoner hit you on the head witha brick, did he?
McGtnty—Yis, Yer Honor.
Judge— But it seems he didn't quite kill you. any-

way.
McGlnty— bad 'cpss to him; but It's wishin"

he had Oi do be.
Judge

—
Why do you wish that?

McGinty—Begory, thin Oi would have seen the
schoundrel hanged for murther!— (Chicago News.

A correspondent of "The Westminster Gazette"
asks: "Does it not show great generosity on the
part Of the inhabitants of Klmberley in South
Africa. In reference to the proposal to erect an
equestrian statue to Mr. Cecil Rhodes, that after
he has put them on hora«a>ah for so long they
should wish to put htm on horseback forever?"

Baden-Powell's Joke.— The officers of the Mafek-
ing garrison were at men and what a mess!

"Cheer up. lads," remarked Colonel Baden-
Powell, taking his second helping of mule steak.
"We might lie worse off."

"Indeed? 1 can't imagine It." growled the dys-
peptic major.

"Well, Just fancy our diet if the automobile had
been Introduced here!"— (Collier's Weekly. •

Nome City, the new mining town on the Alaskan
coast, already has a newspaper, a four page sheet,
which measures about twelve by sixteen inches, but
which sells at 30 cents a copy. The new journal
styles itself "The Nome Gold Digger," and its first
issue contains some interesting advertisements. The
bill of fare of the principal restaurant includes
tenderloin steak at $3; reindeer steak, $3; ptarmigan,
$3; boiled mackerel. $1 50; coffee and doughnuts, 50
cents; corned baa! hash. $1; sausage. $130; fried
ham. $1. salmon, $1; three eggs, $2; loaf of bread,
25 cents; toasted cheese, $1. Two story seven room
dwellings are advertised for rent at $200 a month;
wagons and teams for hauling are hired out at $10
an hour; a shave costs 71 and a hair cut $1 50.

Extenuating Clrcumstatr cs.— "You see." said
Bronco Bob, "the prisoner offered .some extenuating
circumstances, so we concluded we'd just put 'In
out o' town lnstld o' lynohtn' Mm."

"What was the extenuating circumstances?" in-
quired Rattlesnake Pete.

"Well,a bunch o' papers came to town containln'
nil kinds o' war news. An" we concluded that this
feller was entitled t# some consideration fur not
usln' lyddite or dumdum bullets.

"
(Washington

Star. x

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

A French paper says that the words and music
of the Transvaal national hymn were composed
by a Dutch womnn. Mile. Catherine Felicir van
Refs, in 1875, at the request of Mr. Rurgers,
former President of thut State. MHo. Van Kaaa
was born In 18.TI at Zutphen, the town chiefly
known to Englishmen by the atory of Sir Philip
Sidney's heroic death there- three centuries ago.

Itis announced by .Johns Hopkins University that
Dr. Charlea H. Herford. professor of the English
language nnd literature In the t'nlversity College
of Wales, willbe the lecturer this year In the Percy
Turnhull Memorial Lectureship of Poetry. Thts
foundation provides for an annual course by some
on.' who has pained distinction as a writer of
poetry or a.s a critical student of the pot-tir art
The subject of Professor Ilt^rford's course ut JohnsHopkins will be "Knglisli Poetry, Viewed and In-
terpreted In Its Principal Periods." It will con-
sist of eight lectures, and will f-xt^nd from April
Zi to May 4.

Major-deneral Ralph Arthur Penrhyn Clements.
D. S. 0.. who Is commanding the Twelfth Brigade
in Natal, has been all through the Zulu war of
1879. The youngest son of the late sub-dean of
Lincoln Cathedral, he was born In 1R55. and was
educated at Roan.ill. He lotned the 24th Regiment
now known as the Scuth Wiiles Borderers, in 1874
and became colonel In 1896. He gained his D. S. O.
In the Burmese campaign of 1880-'Bi», where his
bravery was conspicuous, he being wounded twice,
once severely.

Dr. Charles W. Dabney. president of the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, has received notice from the
Franco Government of his appointment as a mem-
ber of the Committee on International Awards at
the Paris Exposition.

PERSONA L.

The French Republic Is again happy in Its
enemies. The Duke of Orleans, the chief Bour-
hcn-Orleanlst pretender to the throne, recently

wrote a letter to the editor of one of the most
scurrilous gutter gazettes in Paris congratulat-
ing him upon his Indecent caricatures of

Queen Victoria. This he did while he was a
guest of Great Britain, and In full remembrance
of the fact that he himself was born in Eng-
land, when his family was there enjoying
asylum from political proscription. His letter
was made public and caused some scandal.
Thereupon he denied having written It. But his
authorship of It was promptly proved. So he
stands convicted of having applauded an ob-
scene attack upon a woman, and that woman
the sovereign to whose generosity he owes his
present asylum and that which hts father en-
Joyed before him; and then of having sought

to screen himself with a falsehood. The French
people have no love for a man, even though he
be a Bourbon Prince, who Insults women, out-
rages hospitality and then plays the crawfish.

Ifthe principle be established that war abro-
gates all treaties between the belligerents, then
the Boer States are in a bad way. If the
treaties or conventions of 15.12 and 1804 be

abolished neither State will have the slightest

title to Independence.

Oh, for a cinematograph view of the wink
that accompanied the order for the brothels and
gambling dens to He low for a time!

Lord Roberts has pilloried some of the Boers
before the world for Indulging In practices In
warfare which are forbidden by International
law and are abhorrent to humanity. The use
of explosive bullets Is had enough. But the

deliberate use of a flag- of truce as a lure be-
neath which to shoot down those who respect

and trust in It is an Infamy worthy only of
savages. It is Inconceivable that the Transvaal
Gcivernment orders or sanctions such acts. Yet
when they are done by its official servants it
can scarcely escape the blame.

The more talk there Is about using the good

offices of this Government for the maklnx of
peace in South. Africa the greater Is the need of
discretion In speech on the part of Senators

at Washington.

Quißg as a reformer is just the funniest thing

that ever came down the pike.

the policy that succeeds. Is made forthwith a

target for all manner <>f abuse, and Is attacked
by a heterogeneous medley the only conum-n
motive and bund of Which is hatred of BSJCCCOS.
It is so much easier to throw stones and mud
than to bnild with hewn stones and mortar.

There was a striking illustration of ft* f"»r
years ago In the wild witches' cauldron of
Bryanism. In which literally the "ragtag and
bobtail" Of thS Na*l"ii were banded agnltist

houest money and orderly government- from

the self-seeking mining speculator who waited
his t&OOMM Ol silver made worth 110000,000
by net of Congress to the tramp who hoped to
got a dollar's worth of beer for half a dollar. The
same thing willoccur again in union of all the

mixed and piebald forces of disorder against

law and order and progress, There are feir
stronger passions in men or nations than envy,
and there are few things more certain to pro-
voke all manner of hatreds than Is success.

If the same party should now insist ui>on
self-government In Cuba without any restric-
tion of suffrage, although the negroes constitute
nearly a majority, and the proportion of persons
who cannot read or write is higher than in any
American State, it would cover Itself with dis-
grace. But what is to be said of Its conduct re-
garding the Philippines? That is a very differ-
ent problem. The United States might hold
itself under obligation to strive for self-govern-
ment by the people of Cuba because of the
Congressional declaration made when no man
of either party had any adequate knowledge of
the subject on which he was acting. Men who

BOW see clearly «s they believe, that nothing
like genuine free government will be possible in
Cuba for at least a generation to come were
then gayl? staking the honor of their country <>n
the attempt to establish one. But about the
Philippine* there Is not the lenst possibility of
Ignorance. Everybody Is aware that the
BSgrosS, Malays and Mongolians constitute the
anal BJnJsmitaT Of the inhabitants. In many Isl-
ands nothing but the superior weapons nnd
dlecioline of civilization keep dowu a majority

Ifany one has supposed that the Democratic
party in the Presidential contest may be found
ndvocatins a contrary view, aud insisting that
the government of the island of Cuba ought to
be turned over at once to all the Cuban people,

without discrimination of race, color or intelli-
gence, be should surely cease to expect such
self-suiltitli atinn from Democrats who are re-
sponsible for the restriction of suffrage in many
Southern States to a small fraction of the popu-
lation. According to Democratic reasoning,
which has been discharged with no end of ex-
plosive passion and rhetoric for twenty years
past in Congress and elsewhere, this restriction
lias been absolutely necessary to preserve self-
government in Southern States where the ma-
jority of the Inhabitants is of African race
and the large majority of both races is unable
to read and write. Under such conditions, it
has been declared, the whites would have been
faithless to their trust as citizens of the Re-
public, faithless to their duty as protectors of
wives and children and custodians of civic
rights for generations yet to come, had they not
restricted the suffrage.

IGNORANCE AND SOVEREIGNTY.
Progress In Cuba i« announced, general and

lasting progress, not of the cheap and ilnsel
6ort which demagogues hold up to view. Under
Spain there were in all the island never more
than 34.000 children In the public schools. With-
in a few weeks after the American organiza-

tion commenced there an? reported 185,000 chil-
dren in the schools, with an increase of 20,000

or more each week. No man of either party

will for a moment question that this is the
longest and most effective step yet taken
toward preparation of the island for free gov-

ernment. Partisan audience? are sometimes
dull and deaf on one side of the head, but very

few of them will fail to realize that self-gov-
ernment cannot be expected to endure or to

bear good fruit without a far higher average of
popular intelligence than has yet been found in
Cuba.

The fact Is perhaps not surprising, for the
Legislature has done practically nothing to
start the discussion, while many intelligent citi-
zens who have always supported the general
policy of maintaining the canals shrink from
committing themselves either to or against a
project of such magnitude. Besides, the people,
having recently had the melancholy experience
of paying $9,000,000 for canal work which is
less than half finished, and from which little or
no benefit has been derived, cannot be expected
to embark with enthusiasm In an enterprise in-
volving an investment seven times fls large.
They must first be aroused to the necessity of
an enormous outlay in defence of the State's
commercial supremacy, and convinced that this
specific plan is feasible and wise. The educa-
tional process is indispensable, and It is not
likely to Me soon completed. The Governor
showed pood sense nnd good feeling when he
said In reference to this point: "Above all, the
"canal advocates must not display any fretful
"impatience because the project cannot be
"adopted offhand." Itcertainly cannot be adopt-

ed ufflnuid. and it certainly ought not to be.
Some disappointment has been expressed be-

cause the Legislature shows no signs of taking

action of any kind on the report of the Special
Canal Commission, but we are not sure that .1

postponement of the question is to be regretted.

If is universally admitted that Ihe people will
have to pass upon It, if. Indeed, it ever gets so
far as to require a decisive settlement, but it
appears to us that they would not be ready to
decide it wisely next November, after a Presi-
dential campaign in which other Issues had en-
grossed their attention. Ifwe earnestly desired
to see the proposition rejected we mightbe glad
to have It submitted to popular vote this year,

but the interests concerned forbid a hasty ver-
dict which might be mistaken and which It
would be difficult. Ifnot impossible, to reverse.

THE CAXAL PROBLEM.
The Governor's solicitude for the industrial

welfare of the State was suitably honored on
Saturday evening by means of the dinner at
which he was the guest of various important
commercial bodies. It was a tribute which he
doubtless values highly, and those who joined
in paying it would have been rewarded Ifhis
pleasure had been their only motive. But they
have the additional s&tisfaetiou of feeling that
they have given a new impetus to the project

of canal development. All the speeches natu-
rally bore reference to that subject, and the
celebration can scarcely fail to promote the dis-
cussion of one of the most important proposals
ever submitted for public approval. It Is ex-
ceedingly desirable that it should have such a
result, for it must be acknowledged that the
report of the Governor's Commission favoring
canal expansion at an estimated cost of
162,000,000 has not hitherto received the atten-
tion which it deserves.

Another danger to be faced is promature ad-
journment, or rather delayed legislation. It is
for this reason that we urged the Governor to
come to the rescue of the city at an early
stage of the attempt to strangle the bills. Any
action on a city bill taken within fifteen days
of adjournment can be defeated by the Mayor.
Even nn extra session could not do anything
more than pass It as a new measure and send
it to the Mayor aud wait his pleasure for fifteen
days or adjourn and leave it again at his mercy.

If the lawmakers who have so suddenly devel-
oped a devotion to the interests of New-York
taxpayers want to be thought sincere, they
should pass the three Ramapo bills at once.
Procrastination will only convince people that
they are playing with the subject, trying to
quiet public indignation without really doing
what the public demands.

city, at least in the opinion of a professional
confessor of judgments tOtB Mr. Whalen. would
be helpless. A little judicious WOtfc In tin-
Water Department creating a water famine,

nnd our city anMnhl wouKl have an excellent
excuse for carrying out the old deal and telling

the public to go without TTStar if they did not
like It Unless the city is absolutely free from
even the shadow of a Ramapo monopoly to
serve as an excuse- to the jobbers, it* only
safety Is In giving an absolute veto to the Con-
troller, and Mr. Fallows should insist on the
other anti-Rnniapo bills being psssed as the
only condition of assent to the modification of
bis bill.

We hare said that this fu<t has a gem nil sig-
nificance, and it is so. Great Britain is not
alone in this experience, other nations have
bad It. too. In SOBM degree, even the United
BtStSSOf America. Inour domestic p«.liri.-e It is
no uncommon thing. The man who aucceeds, or

That thing Is success. Beyond all doubt
Great Britain has been succeeding in her enter-
prises Ina manner unrivalled and unapproached
by any other European nation. The growth of
her empire, the upbuilding of her colonies, the
extension of her commerce and the maintenance
of her sea power are veritable wonders of the
world. The Increase of her domestic wealth,
too, is quire phenomena] and unique. These cir-
cumstances may well provoke the jealousy and
envy of others. But above them all is the fact
that these things are attained along with the
maintenance of both high social order and broad
popular freedom. That is the point that mad-
dens England's foes. One cries that in abso-
lutism and despotic repression alone is social
order safe; and yet he sees such order more se-
cure In (JreHt Britain than in Russia Itself. An-
other insists that only In social chaos is freedom
to be found: and he is confronted In England
with the spectacle of the freest people InEurope
voluntarily maintaining the highest social order.
Great Britain succeeds where they fail,and suc-
ceeds in spite of all their theories and logic to
the contrary; wherefore they bate ber withbitter
hatred.

A HALL OF FAME.
The concept of a stately hall as the abiding

place or as the shrine of Fame Is ancient and
widespread. It was familiar to art nnd litera-
ture long before Keattlc sang of "the vfeeep
where Fame's proud temple shines afar." and
trite and hackneyed when Ilnzlltt reminded his
audience that "the temple of Fame stands upon
the grave." Vet Its aptness and Its beauty give
it perennial freshness, and something more.
They have led to its material and practical ful-
filment, so far as it is within material power to
fulfil a spiritual design. The pantheons of
Rome and of Paris, the Hall of Fame of Munich
and Westminster's great "temple of silence and
reconciliation" rise readily to mind as note-
worthy examples. Each, Inits way,is whollyad-
mirable, yet each falls vastly short of fulfilling
the true conception of "Fame's great temple."
Itwould be too much, no doubt, to hope for a

perfect fulfilment of it In the stately colonnade
\u25a0which, through a graceful benefaction, is about
to be erected for the purpose upon the crest of
the great cliff at New-York I'nlvecwity. though

in situation, material and design it may be all
that fancy could picture or taste might crave.
It will, at any rate, have certain intrinsic feat-
ures unique in such memorials, and finely sig-

nificant of the time and place of its origin. This
ITallof Fame is not to be erected by some proud
conqueror or imperious government for primal
purposes of self-laudation, but by one whose
name stands hidden in the shadow of a great-
gift. Itis not to be a place ofreligious worship,

with sectarian restrictions, nor of burial, with
an air of mortuary gloom. Aud those whose
names or other memorials are to be placed
therein are not to be called by undiscrlminatiug
chance nor dictated by arbitrary power, but
are to be so thoughtfully selected, by so repre-
sentative a jury of the Nation, as to be beyond
all cavil those whom "the common sense of
most" delights to hold In honor.

Itis well that this Nation should have such a
shrine, to rebuke at once the nil admirari cyni-
cism which sees no great men in our history

and the too bumptious spread-eagleism which
would make all men great. It Is well that it
should stand within the precincts of the Na-
tion's foremost city, in which have lived or to
which have at times repaired those who are
worthiest of lasting fame. It Is. by no moans
least of all, a fittingcircumstance that It should
be confided to the care and should form a part
of a great university of science and art and lib-

eral culture. That, indeed, may be deemed one
of the most impressive nnd significant features
of the institution. It Is not the field of battle
nor the scene of political authority, nor yet a
place of ecclesiastical control, that is the repos-
itory v>f fame; no, but a seat of learning. The
school is the final guardian of the shrine of
fame, as it is also the avenue through which,

with happily Increasing frequency, that, shrine
Is to be attained. In that fact. In the contrast
In that respect between the Pantheon and this
Hall of Fame, reposes an age long chapter of
the history of human progress.

ENEMIES OF SUCCESS.
One of the most apt and significant comment!

upon the South African war, or rather upon the
attitude of Europe toward it, was recently made
by the Emperor of Austria. "Why," exclaimed
that shrewd political observer and philosopher,
"all the ragtag and bobtail of Europe seem to

be banded against England!" It was and 1h ex-
actly true, and true not only of Europe. Wher-
ever in the world a political adventurer or a
social outcast of shadiest antecedents is to be
found, there is to be found a foe of Great Brit-
ain in this war. We do not, of course, mean
that all who are against England are of such
classes, but simply that all of such classes are
against England. We are well aware that many
men ofthe highest character and greatest worth
condemn the course of the British Government
toward the Boers. But itIs equally true, as the
Emperor said, that all the ragtag and bobtail
are on that same side; and this is a fact of
general as well as ot special significance.

The adventurers and outcasts— and extremists
of all kinds are, we have said, foes of England.
We do not say they are friends of the Boers.
They are not. They have no regard for the
Transvaal unless for the share in the plunder of
the gold mines or the millions disbursed by I>r.
Leyds which they hope to get. It is absurd To

talk of a Russian absolutist having any real
love for a country that is called a republic, or of
a red Socialist having any for a land in which
he aud his doctrines would be anathematized.
Itis preposterous to suppose that all those who
a year ago scarcely knew the difference be-
tween a Boer and a kopje are now moved by pro-
found conviction in fallingupon their Transvaal
brother's neck and swearing eternal friendship.
It is not love for the Boers, but it is hatred of
England, that moves them. And the source of
that motive is to be found in the one rhlng
which England possesses in a marked degree
and lack of which is common to all those who
are thus banded agalnsi her.

It is this amazing demand that ignorance
shall be charged with entire responsibility for
the future of the Philippine Islands, and that
negro and Mongolian blood shall be permitted
to rule over whites, as they are not permitted
in Democratic States in the South, which puts
the Democrats of this country In the most dis-
graceful and indefensible position they have
ever taken. Slavery was hostile to advancing
civilization, and yet was sheltered by the Con-
stitution. The theory of State sovereignty made
a great nation impossible, but was honestly be-
lieved to be the theory of the Constitution by
many. Excuses can be found for the Democrats
who fought in gray uniforms. But the very
men who then took up arms against the He-
public would have been the first. If living to-
day, to denounce with all the passionate ear-
nestness of their natures the proposal to turn
over the Philippine Islands to the rule of
Malays, Mongolians, mestizos, savages in the
woods and mountains, and a population almost
wholly destitute of even the rudest education.

of barbarians. Only in a few of the islands
could the more civilized Malay aud mestizo in-

habitants with the whites claim a majority, and
even of that majority probably nine-tenths
could not read.
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THE NEWS THIS MORXIXG.

After a song by Gounod. "Xlgnnn." S!r*t» mclnelll. composer of "Ero •
Leandro~ and

ductor at the opera, and Signer 9gambail. \^
tendencies. Influenced by studies In GeraJp.

**
with LUzt. are strongly Teutonic, are pe. ra,*M
to represent present day Italy Then follow«

:
**

by the greatest "Lisa" composers that aavt"***lived. Schumann. Schubert and Bran©.
****

represented by two songs; then come the Ro,.*^
Tschalkowsky and Cul. the Poles Chopin and vusko. and. for th* sake at an ending VtOtmSg
Mendelssohn's "Fruhllngszelt" and Ta-v.

'
"Mfirznacht." the latter of these two » n^^'variation of the old story which flgar»s VhT"English folk-song that It is "dabbling in the (

**
that makes the milkmaids fair.

"**

mation, and the pretty sonar. "It V7i9,."""
and m Lass." which Shakespear, »nt

*•*
doubtless with the m-lody that willbe £LT**'
afternoon. In "A» You Uk« It." Shak7 '
comedy appear^ in the original folio hiiZ?***Was a Lover and H!s Law." was -J^."*
Thomas Mori,v 5 "Klrsfe Booke of Ayr«r

- **
tie. Short Songs to Sing and Play to tbo'iLij*'
etc.. which was printed In London In wt) si?'*"*spear* was fond of gathering up the mmn,^
had won their way to the popular heart .1,
ting them into hi* playa. Anachronic ilV*
terrors for him It Was a Lover" t, t^7 *«
which the two poses sing In Act V. Se«n« i"^
which they clap "roundly, without hawkicr orting." or saying they are hoars*, which, ta/ *"**
of th»m. Is "the only prologue to a bad voice-*

*

FOREIGN.— Lord Roberts continued the ad-
vance on Bloemfontein, having: turned the Boer
Position; a large force has gathered to oppose
his advance. —

ItIs expected that a remark-
able letter from President Kriiger, relating to
terms of pear«. wi'.l be introductd In the House
of Commons to-day, and it is also reiterated
that Lard Salisbury sent an unyielding reply to
the di«patch-s from the two South African Pres-
ident*, i Mr. Wyndham spoke in the House
HI th<- army estimates. Eight men of the
]<:!h Infantry, including Major Ward, were
araoadol in a fipht with Filipinos in Cagayan
Province. . r The Agrarian press in Germany
> bitter "Vf-r die fact that the Rath will not
sancMon Paragraph XIV of the Meat bill. -
Many people are starving in Barbados, and ar-
rMffements are being made to send twenty

thi ossnd to St. Lucia.
COKGREB&—Senate: Mr. Rawlins. of Utah,

BJ flu in opposition to holding the Philippines.' House: The Wit Toons; contested elec-
tion rape, from the lid Virginia District, was
decided in favor <<f Mr. Wise, the Republican
'\u25a0\u25a0".i.-s'.Hn;; an I'rgtnt Deficiency bill, carrying
aluiut $1,500,000. was pa sard

ImiMKSTI"'.—It is reported that the Govern-
ment at Washington has tendered Its good
ofßeea in behalf of peace between Great Britain
and the South African republics. The an-
swer of Aadm Carnf-gie and his associates to
the soft of H. C Prtek against the Carnegie
Ste<-1 Company was filed, denying all allegations
of fraud ar.'l many of the averments of th«
plaintiff.

-
notifications of the Chilian claims

treaty v. \u25a0 re •\u25a0:-\u25a0 Ianged at the State Department.

On AXI> ?rnnißAX.- Stocks were strong
and higher. = : The police closed the Hay-
market and Tivoli concert halls and McGurk's
place in the Bowery; the Grand Jury began
work oai the evidence presented to it, hearing-
Superlnterdent Burr, of Dr.Parkhurst's society,
at its first day's session. -\u25a0 The Rev. Dr.
HeOtffert did not withdraw from the Presby-
tery, as was exr>ected. Fourteen lives were
K-pt in an Itaiian tenement houee fire in Newark.

THE WEATHER: Forecast for to-day:
Fair and cold. The temperature yesterday:
Highest, 20 degrees; lowest, 11 degrees: average,
21 degreea.

A Hi OF THE STARS.
Mrs. Flske will remain In Chicago till

17 Viol.i Allen appeared last night la C°,l::^3
Mr. Crane la In St. Louts N. c °*S

and Maxlne Elliott are in Philadelphia.--^
I.angtry la in Chicago Richard * ?""^»peared last night in New-Orleans JuU* s
low* Is In 80-ton Mrs. G. H. Gill

*

Washington Stuart Robson Is In. ?*|Jat
Annie Russell is In Washington

-
&

Hopper appeared last night In Brooklyn--^*,.?*
Sothern and Virginia Ilamed will »PCwlgu3»*
Knickerbocker Theatre on March >in m«?

Hell." _ ....
COROXER HOXOKED BY ITALY'S #-^

Coroner Antonio Zucca yesterday r*** >̂r
formation that King Humbert of Italy,11--§B
stowed upon him the decoration iof the • l-r.**
the Crown of Italy.In recognition \u0084««\u25a0» is
he has taken In the Italian •tnJ -ran,tltJ.. >«S
com* to America. Coron«r Zucca •* »
York thirty- year*. ll« «*P*-1

*"'"^

th* order In *> fs«r days.

6


