
HARRISON POPS A MYSTERY

WHAT DIDBE AND ROOSEVELT CONSULT

ABOUT?

THE SITUATION IX THE ASHANTBB COUN-

TRY MORE HOPEFUL.

Accra. April 21.— The official announcement Is

made that Captain Middle-mist and the relieving

troops have reached Coomassie. No details are
given, but Ihe situation is considered much more

hopeful, although there is still great uncertainty

as to the outcome of the uprising.

A quantity of ammunition for the Maxims is
being forwarded to Cape Coast Castle and to
the front.

RELIEF FORCE AT COOMASSIE.

FRENCH PRESSURE OS ITAYTI. GAINS WIDE CIRCULATION,BUT IS PROMPT-

LY DENIED.

A rumor became widely circulated yesterday that
Richard Crokef had died suddenly In England yes-
terday morning. No one seems to know where the
rumor originated, but it was promptly denied. Mr.
Croker, according .to the latest advices received
by his friends in this city. is recovering slowly

ATI/Off OF Ch'OKFR'S DEATH,

tell a mystified public what It was that you and
General Harrison talked about""

Governor Roosevelt laughed heartily, and
said:

"No, oh. no! You see. Ioft^n consult (with
emphasis on the "consult") people, but after-
ward Iusually do as Ithink best."

And then the Governor clapped his hands to-
gether with a rousing bang, and laughed again.

When General Harrison was asked to crack
the hard nut he himself had rolled across the
political arena, he laughed, too, and said:

"Xo-o
—

o. Iguess not. Iguess Iwon't say
anything more about It."

Kingston, Jamaica, April "J1 Man news n
here to-day from Mayti says the army tljere !s In
a Ugh state >.f discipline nnd prepared for any
eventuality. Bcbemlng politicians, it is addett, are

n-atcbed, end the finances, under Minister
are satisfactory. The ofnclaU are receiving

th<Mr stipends regularly, President Sam is receiving
popular support .\u25a0•:>! the bulk of th, people are a;,-

narentl> iir.dof revolutions. Prance la said to be
. pressure an tb< republic for preferential

treatment ol French a ti ifacturej and. falling
»!i!- Franoe thr< atens to levy ;•- prohibitive dutj on
Havtian coffe< Ther* l« popular uneasiness over
thifl fe iture of the Bltuatlon.

the: black hkfti'.t.ic RKAr^r t>> resist outside

FORCE.

It is absurd. There are people In Rntrland who.
If anything had happened to Mr. Croker. would
Immediately notify hi* friends In this country. Wo
would know Itbefore the rapers-

When asked Iffriends In England bad been com-
municated with. Mr. Carroll said: "No. It would not

be necessary for us to cable to England to find out

Ifthere Is any truth In the report."

Jobs K. Carroll, when seen at the Democratic
Club last night, said:

from bis recent Injury, and. so far as known, ha*
suffered no relapse. He hi expected to sail for home
on May It,

As soon as the Conference adjourned a Trib-
une reporter saw Governor Roosevelt,

"Governor," he was asked, "won't you pleaae

This was enough to set the audience Into
roars of laughter, started by those who are
keeping tab « n the political situation.

• So." continued General Tlarrison. "I think I

wiis happy (n giving him advice that completely
coincided with his views. Ithink you can ap-
preciate the truth of what the Governor has
said. My observation of the Governor*—and you

will remember thai be said that he was my

subordlnati at one time-has convinced me that
he has a passion for the truth. The only trouble
Iever had with him (laughter) was that he
wanted to pot nn end to all the evil in the world
between sunrise and sunset. He wanted to gr>t
there Quick. (Laughter.) I'm perhaps a little
slow nnd cons >rvatlve, but Icould not complain,

us we were each aiming :•! the same end."
This ended the General's good natured banter-

In^ of the ( lovernoi .

He availed himself of a few minutes we were
together alone, just before we came into this
room, to consult me about a certain matter no
doubt close to his h*»art. (Laughter.) When I
had given him my opinion he said: "Well, that's
what Iwas going to do anyway, no matter what
you told me."

velt to come down from Albany. (Laughter.) I
think he like? to get away from Albany, judging
from the usually veracious reports by the gentle-
men of the preys, of whom we have many with
us to-night. Inotice that he not Infrequently
comes down to New-York from Albany for the
purpose of having consultations.

By this time the audience was heartily laugh-

Ing, and Governor Roosevelt, after wincing a
little. Joined Inthe merriment. The General con-
tinued:

MM I) GOKKE SUES AX EDITOR.
Dublin, Aprtl Xi \u25a0 police court to-day Miss

X.. l/.i<;oi,!i. knows \u25a0\u25a0 the Irish Joan of Arc, se-
cured :i summons for mallei* u« libel against Mr.

Colles. ESditor or "The Irish Plgaro," for publL bing
\u25a0, gtatemeni that Mlsi Gonne was a pensioner of
the Government, and therefore a Government spy.
The hearing was fixed for A|.r!i -jc,

A WUBSO-COBWAH I
'-

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 vT.

Seoul. April 21.—An agreement has been con-
cluded between the Russian and Corean Kovern-

menta. Cores pledging herself not lo alienate Kojie
Island, nt the month of Masampho Harbor.

Press dispatches indicate that General Kundle
•rid Gf-r.'-ral • mside, with their division, were
*lthlna f*-w miles of Deuetsdorp Friday, and
ka4 a brush with the enemy. There was rifle
fir!r:*r and shelling for several hours, and finally

the mounted infantry turned the Boers' in-

trenched position and compelled them to fall
fcack two miles. The fighting is not described
*» 6tHou<=, and the British are clearly superior

fc artillery and strength. Bundle's advance
as renewed yesterday, and fighting was in

Progress when General Roberts sent his bulletin.
Such nv-af.'r<- details as have come through
point to a r'-ar guard action rather than a seri-
ous eriKap^-m«-nt.

General Methuen's force at BoahoC is com-
I*!leii to remain active, since his communica-
tions with Klmberley are menaced by small
kandjs of sharpshooters. Then was a sharp

'kSrmish on Friday in which a British convoy
*a« saved with difficulty from assault by a
cons! era 1ile IJor-r force. The convoy is de-
\u25a0crlbed as retiring from Bwartxkopjesfontein
*:tha covering force of tho KimlK-rl^yMount-
*4 Corps and

-
;.';
.'- Yorkshire Hussars, and the*—9 was beaten back after hard fighting. The

covering force was concealed and the Boers
•\u25a0» tbem*flvos taken by surprise when they
*\u25a0*tacked the convoy with three guns.

EOEP.S AGGRESSIVE IS NATAL.
Th (

-
wag a renewal of Boer activity yestcr-*

£ at Elandslaagte, where the British positions

ICcpjrt^ht; l&JO: By The New-York Tribune.]

[BY CAIiLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London. April 22. 1 a. m.—Light has been

thrown upon the mysterious operations in the

southeastern section at the Free State. The

Boers have less intent upon raiding the main

British Hn^ of communications than upon hold-
Ing possession of the granaries between Wepener

and Ficltsburg and drawing off General Rob-
fcrts's forces from a direct advance northward.
They have from Wept-ner to Harrlsmlth a base

trtll etoekt-d with food supplies and well suited

Tor guerilla warfare. Reports of the strength of

their forces Ii these mountainous districts are

exaggerated, but with the advantage of a hilly
country and roads impassable for British artil-
lery a few oammandoes * an do much to harass

the flank of General Rol.erts's army.

BRITISH STRENGTH TELLS HKAVILY.

Itnow (teems probable that General Roberts
las adapted himself to these tactics and with-
out abandoning his direct Hne of advance may

nreep the eastern border as he goes and carry

tat a wide turning movement. . otherwise the
relief of Wepener would have been left tb Bra-

tant and Hart, who are advancing northward
through Rouxville. T. \u25a0 strong divisions are

Uproaching WTepener through Dewetsdorp,

£r.4 it is \u25a0j»ctur. d that there may be another
one IK-adinij directly toward Ladybrand. The

British preparations are made on bo large a
scale that the relief of the small colonial force at

wesenei Is likely to prove an Incident rather
than the main motive. When the garrison has
teen rescued Ladybrand may be occupied and

Flckgbur? approached. A large British force
MB be in the right tarter for turning the
Ventersliurg-Sem-kal line of bills and for clear-
Ing the '\u25a0•asTfrn front k-r.

STRONG BUITISn COLUMNS CIRCLING

AROUND THE BBBUDGBBB OF WEPE-

NEII IJUIJ.IZHS HEN SHELLED.

GtiDeral Harrison had been speaking In a

graceful and complimentary manner of the con-

sideration shown by President McKlnley in lay-

ing aside Executive duties In order to come to
th< Ecumenical Conferencei all <-f which is told
more fully in another column. Then be said:

of course, it is no trouble for Governor Roose-

Ex-President Harrison, who presided at the
Equnienlca] Conference last night In Carnegie

Hall, and responded in behalf of the delegates

to the welcome extended by President McKlnley

and Governor Roosevelt, had considerable .juiet

fun with the Governor of the Empire State. He
not only had considerable fun with Governor
Roosevelt, but he sprung on the vast audience
present the most teaming, enigmatic political

problem that the voters of this city have been
tempted to solve for at Last a week. Governor
Roosevelt consulted General Harrison just be-

fore the meeting on a subject presumably dose

to the Governor's heart. Genera] Harrison gave

him some advice, and Governor Roosevelt told

GteqeraJ Harrison that he thought about the

matter exactly as he (general Harrison* did.

ft was :iii given in r bantering way, but the

Governor turned as red as a schoolgirl with her

flrsi love letter, and later would not dear op

the rajstery.

!!AS A MTTI.K QT'IKT PUN WITH THE GOV-

ERNOR AT THE MBSTING OF THE

ECUMENICAL CONFEREN< K.

BEAUTIFUL. SWIFT AND SURE.
The "ROYAL LIMITED." exquisite In all ap-

pointments, leave* New York. South Ferry ami
fool of Liberty St., daily 3 P. M.. arrives Washing-
ton 8 P. M. unexcelled Dining and Cafe far Ser-
vice. Royal Him- Trains for WiiMilnjrton leave
South Ferry 8, 10. IXM A. M.. I. 1:30. 3. "Royal
Limited

"
4:55. 5:55 P. M. and 12:10 Nt. I^eitve Lib-

erty St. 8, 10, 11:30 A. M.. l. 1:30. 3. "Royal Lim-
ited," 5. C P. M. and 12:15 Nt.—Advt.

•
"i.i)uu<-d o«> fourth p<i|t«-. ALTITUDE FOR HEALTH

Is recommended by the medical profession. Park
Hill-on-the-Hud.sorl Is 'located on an elevation 300
feet above the river. A more healthful location H
cot to be found In the vicinity of New-York. -AJvt.

The reports to which this Conference will
listen of the results achieved by these 104 so-
cieties will reveal in detail how difficulties are
overcome, how method^ are adapted to emer-

One hundred and four Protestant missionary

societies are represented at this conference, and
for that reason, iffor no other, it is expected to
surpass its predecessors in ecumenical or world
embracing results. These societies have Bent

about two thousand delegates, and Carnegie Hall
yesterday looked as If they were all there, and
their wires with them It was packed to the
utmost, and at once proved the wisdom of those
Incharge, who have provided other auditoriums
in which simultaneous sessions will be held
while the conference lasts. The doors had to be
closed a few minutes after they were opened,

and many hundreds were turned away.

AN IMPRESSIVE SIGHT. -
\u25a0

The vast assemblage made an Impressive
sight, and the many elements composing it a
suggestive one. Statesmen were there who have
attained eminence in politics; thinkers who have
written boohs that are widely read: theologians
who differ radically among: themselves In mat-
ters of creed; missionaries who have carried the
Bible in one hard and their lives in the other
into unexplored land?, and converts and mission
workers from those same lands whose bright
costumes and swarthy complexions formed a
sharp contrast to the sombre clothing of some of
their nt-ignbors. That these widely divergent
types should rally from all over the world to the
support of such a cause shows that missionary
work is supported by brains as we* as by fervor.

This Conference will engage the attention of
the entire Christian world, and even a cursory
examination of its personnel and Its programme
shows why the hard headed business sense of
the community is more and more attracted and
held by modern missionary methods. Fullyone-
half of the programme IS devoted to the consid-
-ration of purely educational and medical af-
fairs, and the missionaries serving as educators
and physicians are steadily Increasing, while the
spirit of missions is gradually outgrowing the
purely theological phase and is assuming a dis-
tinctlyhumanitarian function as welL

A LASTING DISTINCTION.
The widely inclusive character of this Con«

ference will probably lend it a peculiar and a
lasting distinction, and it would seem as Ifeven
the habitual scoffer at mission work must be
impressed by it. Itis hoped that not a few win
be led todesert the ranks of the honest doubter*
as to the real value of missionaries, and willbe
brought to admit that the great ethical Impulse
now discernible In races that were once sunk in
contented degradation is largely due to the labors
and teachings of devoted men Of this class for
the last one hundred years.

With the President of the United States t«
welcome them on the part of the Nation, the

Governor of New-York to welcome them on the
part of the State, and an ex-President of the
country to respond for them, the delegates to
the great Ecumenical Conference in this city

were started upon their labors yesterday tinder
auspices which must have convinced the foreign-

ers among: them that America was glad to see
them. and the whole Christian world that New-

York Is Inactive sympathy with the objects of
the gathering:

ECUMENICAL VISITORS.

RISON RESPONDS FOR THE

GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT FOLLOWS FOR

THE STATE— EX-PRESIDENT HAR-

PRESIDENT IVKINLEYGREETS

CONFERENCE DELEGATES.

A NATIONAL WELCOME.

SUPEItB DINING CAR BKRVICK.
Experieni ed travellers say the mealu In the Dining

Car* of the New York Central are the beat they
have ever found, East or West.— Advt.

POLAND! POLAND! POLAND! POLAND!
£™* Uj« purest natural spring water known-—

RUDYARD KIPLING.
The New York Herald published yesterday tha

first instalment of Kipling's first article from South
iVrica It was Intensely Interest int* and thor-
ouchly characteristic of the only Kipling.

-
Second

and third Instalments of the series will appear In
the Herald Monday and Tuesday next.—Advt.

VOI-LX.--V01-LX.--Xo-
10,516.

AT THE OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE.

NBW-YOBK, SUNDAY. APKIL 22, 1900. 3 PARTS. 30 PAGEvS. WITH ILLUSTRATEDSUPPLEMENT. 16 PAGES. PRICE FIVE GENTS.

TM*pTioto-raph tc*p taken ImmrvHatoir after tno opra!njr pram Tvr th"i» TTpt-. "Pr. TT. r. MfcMft rr-PrwrrflPnt TTnrrtsnn an* Mm othor* nn;tTio -RtriffA-trprP *Tn<l Prirtflatl </> TPfrmTn «t*nfl!nir tn thit fW« ftaHntWM pnotocrflpn might tm mart* for The Trtrnin<\

ff£XMlN(i fiN THE iiOKKb

OPERATIONS IN THE ORANGE
FREE STATE.

SCENE JUST AFTER EX-PRESIDENT HARRISON AND THE OTHERS ARRIVED ON THE STAGE OF CARNEGIE HALL.


