
The Cowper centenary has elicited mans arti-
cles on the poet, and also a statement that Mr.
Wright, of oiney, has hundreds of Cowper*s

\u25a0!\u25a0! \u25a0is4!i s4 !1j;«lletters which show how grievously his
edit is cut them b< fore print ing.

Thi Parisian correspondent of '"The Author"
says that for some months he was mystified by
hearing th \u25a0 phrase "le cher Roodyard" repeated
with parrotlike persistency In various literary
s:'!on<. ai [asi it dawned upon him that "le
cher Roodyard" meant Kud: ird Kipling, trans-
lations of whose books are being eagerly read in
Fran< c.

It is stated, by the way, th ii Cor his fort!
ins novel of life in India Mr. Kiplingis receiving
th< i; price over paid t<. an Bnglish writer

;he sum is equal !•• t he annual
of :: Cabinet .Minister. And Mr. Kipling

has not touch 1 Thai keray yet!

A careful biographh .1 sketch of Sir Walter
Kcoti opens the volume of the new Cambridge
edition of Scott's poetical works. Careful in-
dexes and all needed notes accompany the
poems, which are given in complete form. The
Riverside press will issue the edition this week.

A little Mongolian was also roughly handled,
but he held his ground manfully until bis tor-
mentors- threatened to amputate his cue. when
he ran to the officers for prot \u25a0 lion. Peace ua>
soon restored, however, and his former assail-
ants, converted into friends through th> ir ad-
miration for hi? prowes S :ind bravery, were soon
playing with him in the most amicable way.

A group of noisy young politicians in em-
bryo, armed with eggs bearing the photographs
of their favorite candidates for the Presidency
and Vice-Presidency, played a little gajne of

"Who dat yo' callin' 'Mars'*?" demanded a
half grown negro, standii - ningly over
the litti- black boy. "Don't yo' know dat dar
ain't no Mats" 'cept in heaven? Tak" dat now,
and dat, an 1 dat." he said. 1 tiffing the child first
, n one side of the head and then "ii th-- 1

\u25a0Tak' dat fer disgracing yo' race an' callin' a
little, ole white kid 'Mars*.' He ain't
Mars' dan 1 is."

"Mars"," said the little fellow to a small white
boy, clad in veh 1 •\u25a0. who eras carrying

a large bask- 1 filled with -> . tful >lor
over his arm, "Mars', please, -^ one ,y
yo1 aiga. Iain't got none."

There were, as usual, a nural r of what are
known as "scraps" ':>.

ticipate in them, harmless, .is .1 ml.-, to which
the bluecoated g onlookers,

tnakinar no attempt to disturb the rough and
tumble fights unless the fighters became too
earnest One little darky, who was true to the
traditions of slavery, came to grief at the hands
of one of his own race, and learned a 1.-sson
as well as getting a sore skull that be will not

soon forget.

one of the pleasantest functions of the year, and
she looked fbrvPard to it with keenest ant;. :;a-
tlon. Unhappily on last Monday sht_- was too

feeble to remain long In the open air, but she
insisted on waving her greetings to her little
friends from the porch, e::J aJ the afternoon
watched the i.ra:> . . .^ of her
room in the .-• cond story.

\r. OF TOIKS.

Acertain member of the Supreme Court wnts
Illegibly,as does a little friend of the dj^=-

guished Judge, who Ls a pu;>il la th* &&-

Baron Prasiddhi belongs tr> the advanced
think in Siam. and represents the best ele-
ment in his country. He is. in a word, a-citsea
of the world, and has gathered whatever 13 bar
and most useful for his own purpose ia tie
various countries he has visited. His manners
are agreeable, his personality pleasant and his
knowledge of English willadd much to his use-
fulness here. The Flar..n contemplates remain-
ing in Washington only a few weeks, when he... ... _ , \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0,\u25a0\u25a0'•will sail ior England, and later in the s^asoa

visit the Paris Exposition, returning here ia th*
fail.

The Minister is accompanied by his s^crctorj,
Edward H. Loftus. who was attached to the
special embassy composed of Prince Xares asd
Princ- Sonupandit. brothers «>f the Kins; B.F.
Snagh, major of the Royal Siamr-s- ('.yards; n
English secretary. Wilberfo'ree Wyk •: Mr. Loiri;
and v:iriiius valets and servants, which was s*n:
around th.* world in issi on a voyage of discov-
ery, with instruct to report on unythinjtier
met with

—
customs, methods, law.i— worthy of

introduction into the Siamese Kingdom. Tie
mission of this embassy was eminently success-
ful, many American methods werewere adopcri
through its agency, and an era of progress fcl-
lowed Us return.

According to Mr. Loftus. there has been no
step backward, and to-day Siam is in a more
nourishing condition than ever before. Prom
being bankrupt it has placet! itself on a sound
financial basis, it.s debts have be^n paid ia fan,
it ha good credit and there is a surplus of sev-
eral million pounds sterling in th^> treasury, to
resources have been developed, trade is ia i
thriving condition, and it has a !>>ng and pros-
perous railroad connecting Bangkok withi3
northern departments. Mr. Loftus has been at-

tached to the Siamese Legation in London fnac
the time of its establishment, and because OfM
long experience and knowledge of the Oriental
character is a valuable aid to his chief. Mr

Loftus is not a stranger in Washington, bavin?
spent some time here with the Embassy ialSSi
when he made many warm friin!.-:. v.hoare?!^
to welcome him back.

i:X'*Kl.i.i:ntRECORD O» THK M.'.v .-1 \iil.si: tan-

I9TER, BARON I'llASM >l -i!I UEfrTKM

ANT I'."l'lS' I>'S VISTT.

Washington, April21. The annual egg rolling

on Easter Monday in the grounds of the Kx-

ecutive Mansion was a most democratic gather-
Ing. Every walk in life was represented, every

nationality. Little nabobs from the West Bad
in purple and line linon rubbed elbowa with
the ragged denizens of "HelTa !"\u25a0 »ttoaV; '"an-

c;.siatis, Mongolians anil Africans n.ingle.l to-
gether in amity or quarrelled loudly ovet tho

Possession of the bright colored egg*, whil- th*»

Marine Band played for their entertatameal
and the President and bis hons hold smiled in

welcome and sympathy from the south portico

of the mansion. To Mrs. McKlnley, I anac of
her intense love for children, the egg rolling Is

THE ANNUAL, EGG ROLLING AS DEMO-

CRATIC AND POPULAR AS EVER.

politics under the spreading oaks. Out of regaH
for their host, perhaps, I*resident McKinley w
the favorite candidate, but Itooseve'.t. or '*r~j
dy," as they called him, and General Wfceeri
"Little Joe," had some warm admirers »'1
whenever the eggs- bearing the pictures of'thss*
favorites were victorious the shouts of rejoic"
that went up in the air drowned the rausjc f
the bam!. One --I,:

'
boy carrying a little cc

on which were the familiar features of the h
of th" battle of Manila won at l^ast a doze
eggs by picking with the children about him
but hen it was discovered that his <holce r>o&!
session was a "keet'a aig" he was thrown dova
in disgrace and his winnings smashed on thegreen under the heels of angry young Ameri-
cana.

Phya, or Baron Prasiddhi, the n»w Mlnist
from Siam, who presented his credentials to th
President on Monday, is one «.f th<- most min--nt
of the Siamese King's subjects, chosen to re-re
sent his Government at thi:s capital and at Lou
don because of his high qualifications, his tact
and the knowledge he i?ain<-d o* their history
traditions and present condition in a previous
visit to the United States and to fireat Britain
Political methods have changed in the Lang ,-•
the White Elephant in the last fifteen years, a
reform, indeed, began with the aecersioa to t^*
throne of the present King, who was brought
up by English governesses, educated by Eng-
lish tutors, and through them acquired Occi-
dental ideals. Appointments no longer, as for-
merly, go by favor. The Kingexacts that his
officials shall be thoroughly \u2666 «iuipp»d for th»i-
posts, and has little patient*? with dishonesty
and Incompetence, removing those who give evi-
den' of it and advancing those who prov»
worthy. Karon Prasiddhi's appointment is a
distinct and well deserved promotion, a reward
for the hr:-' record he made as <lov<--rnor of the
Province of Korat, and h-i was chosen not oa.'y
for th»- service he would render his country at
the foreign capitals but for the credit he wouij
reflect upon it.

The present Siamese Minister is some forty
years oM, and was intended while still a lad fcj
a military career, although he has since s&awj
marked ability in civil lines. From ISB2 nz:2.
ISBT he served as military attache of the lega-
tions in Italy ami France, with headquarters at
Paris. In the latter year he was appointed aa
aid to Mm special Ambassador to the Qaeeo'a
Jubilee, anil after several months spent ia Loa.
don returned to the East by way <jf the United
States, traversing the country leisurely, study.
ing its institutions, people and language.

Shortly after his return borne Baron Prasiddii
was made Civiland Military Governor 4 Kara^
one of the largest northern provinces of Siaa,
and resigned that office only to accept ..3 pres-
ent post. It is rare that a militaryofficer makes
a popular CivilGovernor, but Baron Prasidt&Ta
administration was acceptable to the King, u»
his Cabinet and to the people. His experieaes
on the Continent, in England and in the United
States proved of great service to him. He intro-
duced reforms in all the departments, presided
over the civil trials, showing himself a wise asd
just magistrate; developed :he resources of ti*
country stimulated trade and took an active
personal interest in whatever made for \u25a0•\u25a0prog-

ress of the country, winning the. regard aid
confidence of those he governed, who sincerely
regret his transfer to a new field of duty.

GOSSIP OF THE CAPITAL.

A biographer in brief uf the late Archibald
Foil.es says that, strange though it may ap-
pear at tir-t sight, it was nevertheless trui and
natural thai Forbes's ignorance of the German
tongue gave him in the Franco-German War
opportunities of which he was quick I• avail
himself. "Many of his letters contained excel-

The u,-\ John Wakeford, preaching al Air-
field, neai Liverpool, the other Sunday, i>•! I the
following si try: In a little town or vill

stershire th- re is a church which contains
the mortal remains of one of the "H Crusaders.
In mouldi ring effigy he is depicted • n th<
while by his side in cold \u25a0'\u25a0.\u25a0 |Ui nc is
the form of ins wife. It will be noticed by
even the casual ibser\ r thai the female image

1 thi story rurus
that the Crusader, while fighting in the East,
was made a prisoner of war and br ughl before

i, who, befoi \u25a0 executing judgment upon
him, asked iii.':i if there was anj reason whj he
should not be pui to death. To this the knight
replied thai he was but young, and would leave
:v newly svedded wife, who would bitterly mourn....

"The \o\ • if .. an Is is tß< • ting br ath,"
retorted the Sultan. "Your wife will
that you have e\ r lived; she will love again
and marry another." To this the sad knight
could only reply that on her fidelity he could
rest his soul. "Well, then." replied Salad in, "I
will promise '>n my oath as isoldier that if this
man's wife will cut off one of her hands and
send it to me I will set him free t,> go t>> her."
Bj tedious !:;\u25a0; slow journeyinga the message
came, mil 1... in all piteousness for him who
was her luver .md her lord, caused her hand to

\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 iill off, and .->-ni it to the Sultan, wuo kept
his v\ori and sot the Crosu.dt.-r uee.

SALADIS \XI> IV ENGLISH WIFE.
Fn 'in X- \u25a0;•; • - and 'iuerh s.

celebrates, but he does not mind straying from
facts, [ndeed, he is delighted to turn from de-
scription to something very like romancing. He
tells us what he saw. and adds a good deal that
ho imagined. Apparently he wanted "atmo-
sphere" for his 'nook on Amboise, Azay-le-
Rideau, Cham bord, Blois and other fascinating
themes. A littleof it he has secure.]. He might
have secured more if some friend had persuaded
him to shorten his narrative. The book runs to
more than three hundred pages, and the author
has not a light enough touch to cultivate his
partii ular kind of writing at such great length.
But hi.-; pages are not without interest. And
they are rendered the more attractive by the
form in which they are published. The book is
beautifully gotten up, with decorative borders
and some tine h ilftone illustrations.

NEW-YORK TRIBUNE HJiUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.

LITERARY NOTES.

Ouidu is bringing out a new book—this time
n. collection of essays full of Impulsive and em-
phatic opinions, some of them wist? enough and
others !

"For though he ruled as tyrants rulo,

He died as soldiers die."

The rumor that Macaulay's journals are to be
published iiHill suggests mention ..i the fact
[hat Borne > Ithe author's unpublished ballads

are still in existence. It is recalled by the Lon-
don "Bookman" that one who heard portions \u0084f

them recited thought them very fine and stirring

[•he • ne on the battle of Bosworth
Fi, Id especially to..k my fancy, but of ;his 1 can
•i,'\ quote the' lines in which Richmond, nl.uk.-

1\ \u25a0' nis followers for indignities offered to the
brave king and soldier lying dead, says:

'And, for that back at which ye llout,

it is a back Iween.
That Lancaster on foughten field

Till now bad never seen."

And the concluding lines of bis spoken epitaph
on his dead rival:

TRAVELS IX FRANCS

Mr. Richard Sudbury. the author of "Two

Gentlemen in Tburatoe" ("Herbert S. Stone &

Co.), is enthusiastically devoted to the region he

A distinct pain in the circulation of "Scrfb-
ner's Magazine" Is said to have been apparent
since the opening in its pages of Mr. Barries
"Tommy and Grizel." It has, moreover, aroused
a demand for the previous story, "Sentimental
Tommy." and a new edition in paper has just

been published.

Two more volumes of Byron are now In course
of printing by Mr. John Murray. They ;lro th<>
third volume of the poems and the fourth vol-
ume of the letters. In the latter are Included
a Dumber of fresh letters by Mrs. Leigh, Byron's
sister. It Is possible thai the twelve volumes of
the edition which were originally promised may

be extended to fourteen, so rich Is the available
material.

lent forecasts; this was due to the accuracy of
his Information. Hn«l he spoken German, the
officers whose acquaintance he had made would
have been chary of telling him all they knew.
But when they spoke English to him they often
said more than they had intended, and Mr.
Forbes was on the alert to use, though he never
did so improperly, all the facts which he
learned."

Good literature and uncommonly good illus-
trations have not sufficed to make •'The l'all

Mall Magazine" pay in England, and it is now

In the market. The end of it will probably be

the lowering at once of its literary standards
and its price under new management Ihe

American edition was discontinued some time
ago.

Mmc Sarah Grand has nearly finished her new
novel." ii bears the title of "Baba the Impossi-
ble." This is the book which it was at first
Intended should be called "Petticoats."

Replying to the charge that "literature is de-

eraded by attention to the business side, Sir

Walter Besant says: -So what does not degrade

the clergyman, the painter, the sculptor, the
architect, the physician, the lawyer, the :\u25a0 lor,

does degrade the author. In the words of Dr.
Johnson, •What skimble skamble stuff is this!
I; rests upon a confusion of Ideas between com-
mercial value :.nd literary value. The two are
distinct the> are separate, they are incom-
mensurable We cannot estimate the literary

value of a work bj any standard of money; we
cannot estimate the commercial value of a work
by any literary standard. We ought to be able

to do both; a perfected humanity will be able

to do both al present we cannot. Some worth-
less books circulate largely; some excellent
1 ks hardly circulate at all." The trouble is
that anthers too often expect their commercially

successful books to be rated as high literature.
"Are we to call an author great," says Sir

Walter elsewhere, "because his works circulate
by the hundred thousand? Tn that case, not to
speak of English writers. Mr. Charles Sheldon
is the great* st of livingauthors. Also for three-
fourths of his life Robert Browning was the
smallest of his contemporaries."

The late St. George Mivart'a forthcoming

novel, 'Castle and Manor," is not entirely new-
to English readers, at least. It appeared

anonymously some years ago under the title of
"Henrj Standon."

A very rare set of the "United Service Chron-
icle" was sold at auction in London the other
day for $145. This s.'t comprises forty-two
numbers, and contains every number to which
Mr.Kiplingcontributed, both while at tho school
and subsequently, in addition to several num-
bers containing interesting matter relating to
him. There are in all about forty contributions
iv, pros.' and verse by Mr. Kipling,very few of
which have been reprinted. The value of this
Kipling item would seem to in- on the decline,

for in July last a collection of only nineteen
numbers realised $505.

New editions of Mr. George Bernard Shaw's
earlier works an- t«> be brought out in this coun-
try by H. S. Stone & <"0.. who will begin with
"Love Among the Artists." THE CATHEDR

The keynote of "The Farringdons," Miss Ellen
Thorneycroft Fowler's new novel, is said to be
found in these lines prefixed to the story:

"The .Vina is weary of new tracts of thought
That lead to nought-

Sick of quack remedies prescribed in vain
For mortal pain;

Yet still above them all one Figure stands
With outstretched hands."

In referring to the Methodist lit.- in the Eng-
lish 'Black Country," which she treats of inthis
1 k. the author says: "1 admit it is difficult
to appreciate ai its real worth the religion "f a
woman 1 kii'-u. who, when ask-d whether she
had been successful in making her pork pies,
replied, 'I've done my best with them, and if
only the Lord be with them in the oven they
be the besi batch of pies this side of Jordan.'

"
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