
It Is Just psssdMs that by th. time Govern**
Hoonevelt pets throagn with the thirty day hAa
he willbe inclined to think that there mlsrht be

BOaartMaa: more envla>>le in pu'olic life than a

tv-election to his present office.

Since Chicago's hi* filth ditch was opened th*
Chicago River has become so shallow th.V. Kraln
vessels cannot pass through It. The people re-
sponsible for the ditch throw the blame upon

the vessels. aajrftag they are too bIK, or too
heavily laden, any way. Ifonly grain shippers

would use rmid scows of six Inches draught.

there would be no trouble. Of course, the end
of It will he a frantic appeal to Osaajreai to re-
pair the damage the ditch has done, by deep-

Ing the river at the pease of the Nation.

that a b*tlou« mistake will be repair* 1 in time
to prevent unfortunate consequences.

BnGiucoG Xctirre.

CROTON WATER IS UNFIT TO DRINK.
Order Ccrl H. Srliults.'s Pun <*irl>onated \\~:.\- from
Jh<> factory. 43" -»\u25a0»\u25a0» First Avt.. NY»- York: Telephone 142
Madison Square, or at any reliable «'.nic«jlst or nractr.

Tltol liJ.E FOR WATERED STOCKS.

A few days .'tiro the voters of Columbus. Ohio,

without regard to party, joined in electing the
Key. Washington Gladden :i member of their
City Council. This Is comparatively an unim-
portani office In a small city, but Dr. Uladden'fl
platform is one worthy of some attention, it is
Interesting .is :i declaration of his own views

and a revelation of llie attitude of people in one
city. Itis more interesting, however, because it
puis. and puts clearly, a point thai is being
thought of more and more in every city and
town. One of the "burning questions" at Co

111 1n1111 11•11s was the regulation of street railroad
fares. On this subject Or. Gladdr-n said:
Ibelieve that a straight three-cent fare—per-

haps with \u25a0 transfer rite of five cents would
enable the company to pay a good Interest on
what tic road ;m<l its equipment have actually
cost. They could not probably with that rate
pay interest on the fictitious capital which they
bave Issued: but it is not tust that the users of
the road should be taxed to pay inter, st on this
kind of capital. The company ..unlit to have a
fair remuneration upon Its actual Investment,
do more. We want to confiscate no man's earn-
ings or savings; we want every man, capitalist
or laborer, to have all his ritchts: but we want
no man to be given legal power by the city to
tai the rest of us to pay Interest on watered
stock. A three-cent fare will afford a good re-
muneration upon tbe actual cost of the plant
and equipment, and the city government, acting
In the interest of the people, should secure for
th.-ni the reduction In the cost of transportation.

In New York Cit\ this question is presented
in another form. The railroad companies are
raising the cry of confiscation because they are
threatened with taxation of the properties they
enjoy at something like their true value. They
>ay just what the companies threatened with a
three .ent fare say: "We cannot do it and pay
the usual dividends on our stock." And they

lower end. thus cutting <»(T another Binall miner.

The pars spaces thus in iisense sacrificed might

be. paved and1 converted to uses only less Impor-
tant than those t'.ioy now serve. There would
he ;i loss, but it would not he wholly unrecoiii-
peosed. and some loss there must inevitably i»e.
in addition to relieving ;icongestion of traftte :it
tw<» points, this arrangement would pave the
Custom House from obstruction and defacement,

and we do not know of any other waj to accom-
plish thai Important object.

FOREIGN".—In the Free st.it". General Run-
dle's division, Ding to the relief of Wepener;
came into contact with the Boers near Dewets-
dorp. '\u25a0••!•} . lies from Wepener. and the light-
ing was still In progress yesterday; the Boers
shelled the British force encamped on Sunday

River. Natal; General Metbuen's column had a
brush with the Boers on Friday a few miles
from Bosttof

—
The native market in Ma-

nila was discovered to be a plague spot: it will
be destroyed by the sanitary authorities.
Captain Middlemist and the relief force have
reached Coomassie. and the situation on the
Gold Coasi is considered more hopeful.

CONGRESS.— Senate: Mr. Bacon's resolutions
callingon the War Department for information
siF to allowances made to Army officers sta-

tioned in Cuba and Porto Rico were adopted;
V- Perkins spoke in favor of seating Mr. Quay.==House: The Naval Appropriation bill was
passed.

DOMESTIC—CharI-'s 11. Allen sailed from
Washington on the Dolphin for Porto Rico to

assume his duties as Governor of the island.
: The House Committee on Insular Affairs
amended the Porto Rlcan resolution] passed by
the Senate so as to provide further safeguards
lor franchises and concessions. The Turk-
ish Minister in Washington had a conference
with ft r-iary Hay. which is thought to have
increased the prospect for an amicable settle-
ment of the American claims. ...__ The floods
In the South have done damage estimated to
reach at least £.'{.< t<»o,< him. =r-^-~ The Rev. Charle?
Beecher, a inther of Henry Ward Beecher, died
at Georgetown, Mass. ===== Th.- New-Haven
Steamboat Company has been absorbed by the
New-York. New-Haven and Hartford Railroad.==Secretary Root denied charges of extrava-

gance en the part of Army officers in Cuba.
CITY.

—
Stocks were weak and lower.

=====
The Ecumenical Conference opened In this city;
there were addresses by President McKinley,
ex-President Harrison. Governor Roosevelt, Dr.
Judson Smith and many others. ===== President
McKinley and party arrived here from Pater-
son shortly before noon. ===== The Executive
Committee of the directors of the American
Steel and Wire Company announced reductions
in the prices of their products. =- About
$30,0* M was paid out In (rages by the contractors
at the new Croton dam; more men returned to

work than on Friday. ====== The 71st Regiment
veterans celebrated the thirty-eighth anniver-
sary of their departure lor the war with a
dinner. . Governor Roosevelt spoke at the
Old Guard's anniversary dinner.

THE WEATHER.— Forecast for to-day:

Showers. The temperature yesterday: Highest,
{jHdegrees; lowest, .">(>; average, )il.

TBE \r\\.< TBtfi VORXIXC,

it seems quite reasonable, too, to require that
all vehicles, heavy as well as light, shall dis-
play lights after dark, and lights (hat show-
both behind and before. Hut a restriction mighi
well lie placed upon the brilliancy of th,. light.
Its object is to be visible, and not to illuminate
the world. A .mi.lie or small oil lamp will give
.iclear, glowing light, visible hundreds of yards
away, but will not in the least dazzle the eye*

Allof which suggests the need of revising the
rules of the road. In old days these were sim-
ple but sufficient. Give pedestrians the right of
way and turn to the right. But the old rules
are not adequate to the new conditions. That
fact was recognized when bicycles came into
use. After long consideration it was decided
that these were vehicles and subject to the
rules governing vehicles. Yet their new and
special characteristics, such as their speed and
their silence, made new and special laws neces-
sary, such as those requiring the showing of
lights at night and the sounding of bells or
whistles at crossings. In some cases, too. the
special privilege is granted of leading wheels
from which the riders have dismounted along
footpaths, while In other eases special roads are
provided for bicycles, from which all other
vehicles and pedestrians are excluded, it seems
probable that in like manner the new and spe-
cial characteristics of automobile carriages will
compel the adoption of new and special ordi-
nances for their government.

The question is now and then raised whether
the oil principle of the pedestrian's right of way
should still lie maintained. It must, we believe,
be answered in the affirmative. No matter how
many vehicles of all kinds come Into use. pedes-
trians will always be the majority. Neverthe-
less, that right must be reasonably and discreet-
ly exerel.-.-ed. The pedestrian should not walk
blindly across a busy street, nor loiter on the
crossing, It is no hardship to requite him to
use his eyes ii,it.» move with reasonable expe-
dition. Certainly the pedestrian has no right to
walk along the roadway where a footpath is
provide.]. Few do so. of course, in city streets,
but the practice is annoying!}' and danger-
ously common ill the parks, where men and
women, often leading small children, delib-
erately and persistently walk along the macad-
amized driveways, giving drivers much trouble
and exposing themselves to much peril. Such
offenders ought to lie punished almost as se-
verely a« one who should drive with horse and
wagon upon the footpath-..

RULES OF THE ROM).

The season of sports and pleasures on the
road has opened with somewhat more than the
usual number of accidents, both triflingand se-

vere. Raster Sunday claimed a long roll of
them in this city and elsewhere, and almosi
dally before and since, that date tbere has been
rcoj.l of runaway, collision, runover or other
misdemeanor or mishap of horse or automobile
carriage or bicycle. Nor v this in the least to
be wondered at. Three principal causes, not to
name minor ones, contribute to it. In the first
place, the number an i variety of vehicles are
increasing. Once there was only one class
vehicles drawn by uorses. Now there are two
other classes, bicycles and automobile carriages.
And with the cheapening of them more people
are using them, in the second place, there is a
c. astant increase of speed. The ordinance regu-
lating speed is violated a thousand limes a day
by all three classes of vehicles. And in the
third pb»ce< there is the element of silence.
Steel shoes and tires on a stone pavement gave
warning of their coming. Rubber tires, and
indeed rubber shoes, on asphalt are noiseless.
\u25a0Wi i; such conditions do wonder accidents are
multiplied.

complain with even less justice. There may be
s line doulit about the propriety <it reducing

lares below the customary rate merely on the
ground that a company <an afford it. Perhaps
tbere are no moral or legal obstacles In Colum-
bus to such action. That, of course, depends <>v

ihe circumstances in each particular case, in
some Instances it mighi be confiscation, for it is
just n< much confiscation arbitrarily to halve an
honestly earned IS) per cent profit as completely
in take a r. percent profit. But a company has
no right to demand exemption from taxes till
Its dividends are paid. Certainly it has no
reason to expect public sympathy when it wails

that its property is excessively assessed be-

cause it cannot pay dividends on a valuation
greatly larger than the assessment Capital
stock is supposed to represent value. Ifit does,

honest management of a road in a great city
like iliis should result In good dividends after
ihe taxes on tlie actual worth of the property
and privileges are paid, just as Dr. Gladden
*;riys bonesi management should do with a
three cent fare in Columbus. If. on the other
hand, the capital is water and fraudulent, it

has no claim to consideration. At any rate
pleas of inability to pay taxes because of the
dividends due on watered stock are puerile As

well might an Individual ask exemption from
taxes on the ground that he needed all his iv
come to pay gambling debts.

One of the points where Ihe franchise tax

shoe most pinches is on watered stocks. Tlie
assessors take them at the companies' own rep-
resentation, and Ihe result is weeping and wail-
ing, which will not be wasted If it leads to re-
pentance.

The Tribune's original suggestion wan that
the West Sid? line should be changed so as to
curve from Battery Place into State-st. at or
near lirid^«-st . thus cutting off one small corner
of the nark, and then leave stalest near its

THE MA \MA1 1A V AXI> Till BATTERY.
\u25a0 li has recently been asserted with an empha-

sis which ought not to be employed without
knowledge that after an embarrassing conflict
of interests the Manhattan company Las found
means 1.. restore amicable relations with Tam-
many Hall, and that la consequence the. Park
Board is preparing to moderate the abhorrence
with which daring the hurt year or two it has
regarded the)presence of the elevated railroad in
Battery Park. Certain Incidents of interest to

transportation circles have tended to support
tills rumor, which nevertheless is stoutly denied.
Possibly we shall know more about the situa-
tion within a few days, for it is positively an-
nounced thai the protracted negotiations be-
tween the company and the Commissioners are
drawing to \u25a0 dose. During the last week some
symptom of a compromise along the lines isug-
gfisted bj The Tribune months ago have been
observable, and there is reason to hope that an
arrangement general]] satisfactory to the people
will soon l>e made.

This community owes no favor to the Man-
hattan company, but on the other hand it de-
sires to have the public convenience carefully
guarded by the municipal authorities, and would
feel no sympathy with proceedings on the part

of the Park Board which savored more of obsti-
nacy than of common sense. Itis desirable that
the elevated road should be excluded from Bat-
tery Park as far as possible, but it is by do
means certain that more would l>e gained than
lest by excluding it entirely. It Is Imperative
that the East and West Side lines should con-
nect at South Ferry, and the question is how
that connection, which is quite as necessary to
the public as it is to the company, can be main-
tained at least disadvantage to public interests.
Some serious evils are Inseparable from the
operation of the elevated roads, but that is a
fact which may be supposed to have been taken
into due account when their construction was
authorized. Ata!! events they are here to stay,

and consequently, to be made the best of. Some
\u25a0oars ago either of the alternative routes pro-
posed early In the winter— from Battery Place
into State-pt. at the Bowling Green corner, and
sa through State-st. to the ferry, or along Howl-
Ing Green to WbitehaU-st. and down Wbite-
l.all-st. to the ferry—might not have been espe-
cially objectionable except to the small minority
directly concerned. But recently an additional
dement has entered into [he case. The new
Custom House is to go up on the Howling tlreen
silo, and Is entitled to lie defended against en-
croaeiinjents not only on account Of 'hose who
will be required to tran^acl a vast business
'• '-re. but also in the interest of all the people,
who expect II '•> be in design and material an
ornament to the city. Obviously such Intrinsic
l.catity as it may --\u25a0->> willbe greatly. indeed
grossly. Impaired i! the elevated road is per-
mitted or required to stretch, itself along one or
;u;jre of the facade* of the new Federal build
;i-;r. Sonw* persons Identified with the Maiiuat-
J::n company have not be* n ashamed '\u25a0>, pro
jiounce Its structures pleasing to lue eye. but
that estimate is theirs alone. To all others they

• pear Irredeemably ugly Doubtless they might'
p worse, but they lire just tolerable at the best.
'o gird lln new Custom House with ?! em would

* toapproach the worst.

THE (Jt ESTIOV OF COXSCIESCE.
Ex-Mayor Hewitt deserves the highest com-

mendation for his statement about the ethics of
corporate management. To him it seems not
merely a question of business shrewdness
whether a company should so adjust Its prices
as to keep its works In operation if possible,
but also a question of conscience. Companies
controlled by him had for years continued work
at some present loss, he takes obvious pride in
Baying, because it seemed a duty to the thou-
sands of men employed and to the families de-
pendent on them. When the company knew
that it could recover some profiton the business
ia the end, it felt under obligation not to stop
work, thereby involving needless loss to the
men and suffering to their families. There are
few who will not admit the" obligation which
Mr. Hewitt recognises In his terse remark about
the "question of conscience" involved, though
there are. unfortunately, more than a few who
do not always let conscience vote in meetings
of directors.

The public does not yet know, and perhaps
may never know, precisely whore to place re-
sponsibility for the two contradictory orders
given by the St. ,iand Wire management. Mr.
Hewitt -lues not speak of the matter as if to
censure any individual. But the order to re-
duce prices far enough to clear off an accumu-
lated surplus resulting from overproduction had
a distinct meaning in morals. The order to stop
a dozen .if the works without reducing prices
had •: different and contrary meaning. Itmust
be assumed, as all trade reports for some lime
have admitted, that the distribution of nails to
consumers had been much diminished hi conse
alienee of the high prices demanded. The mar-
gin between cost of material and charges for
product had been increased so far that the com
pany was evidently able to make a fair profit
with much lower price-. To do this rather than
to close works and throw thousands nut of em
ployment was not considered good, business
sense by somebody in the management. But to
others, null it appears to the majority, it was
considered a matter of conscience. It was a
duly which the company owed to its employes
and to the public.

It Ih easj to mj th.it a corporation, like an
individual, has the right to charge what It
pleases for it- product. The possestdon of a
valuable fraiichi-e granted by the public might
to entitle tin- public tv nome measure of consM
eratlon at the hand* of those who thus become
it. n degree benefit rlea of the State But to
coruuratiau or individual there cososi Ibe tuae

l» IJ? VI/.A WfTHOI T WAR.
"Threatened men live long." Equally true is

the paraphrase which we may make: Threat-
ened peace is long maintained. The world is

ever filled with rumors of war. There are actual
wars, too. But the wars that are and the wars
that are threatened are not the same. The rule
might well be found true in much of the history
of the world. But Ifwe take only that portion
of history within the personal ken of livingmen
its vindication is Impressive, of all the wars
that have occurred only a few were looked for
and talked of long before. <M" all the wars that
have been talked of only a few have mate-
rialized, ttur own Civil War was long foreseen.
HO dollbt. BUI Who expected OUT Vj|f with
Spain? Why. down to the very day of Spain's
declaration men were everywhere saying confi-
dently, "There will be no war: Spain will not
tight us." The great Franco (ieriiian War wits

not generally looked for. Neither was that be-
tween China and Japan. Tlie Kusso-Tnrkish
War of isTT had been expected, but when it
came it was more than half :i surprise. On the
other hand, how many wars that have been
encksurely prophesied have after many years
quite failed to come to the scratch"' For a score
of years Fiance and Germany have been at dag-
gers drawn, but they have not fought, and Gem-
.any this year is one of the chief exhibitors at
the French World's Fair. Great Britain and
Russia, too, for a stiil longer time have been
the antagonists of a prophetic Armageddon, but
no shot has yet been tired. At present it is the
fashion to predict unutterable things to occur
between Japan and Russia over Corea. They
may occur. But it Is as well to remember that
as a rule war talk does not mean war.

Nor is this in the least degree paradoxical. It
Is true that in much thinking upon war men be-
come bellicose. Hut there is reason to doubt
whether the nations about which there is so
much war talk do half as much thinking about
war as do their neighbors who talk about them.
But, be that as it may. the fact that war is ex-
pected or feared a«ts also in the other direction.
it sets rational and conservative men to devis-
ing ways and means by which it may be averted.
That is the case in all lands, excepting in the rare
instances in which people or their rulers actually
want war. InIS7»> both Bismarck and Napoleou
wanted war, and iliey got it, and they would
have bad it no matter whether there had been
twenty years or only twenty minutes of war
talk. To-day, whatever irresponsible dema-
gogues may desire, the men who direct the des-
tinies of France and Germany do not want war.
Despite all the war talk, they are constantly
working and making for the maintenance of
peace. The result is that pence is preserved.
So Great Britain and Russia have theoretically
been snarling at each other across the Hoof of
the World. But neither wants war. In conse
quenee Russia is finding other outlets to the
world's central seas and Great Britain is finding
out iliat she can afford to let Russia do so with-
out Imperilling her own empire. And there, too,

there Is no war.
To what extent the formidable character of

modern armaments and the dreadful results that
might be expected from a collision between two
greal armies may contribute to this war avoid-
ing disposition of the Powers is an interesting
question. Itis probably a pretty large ext"iit.
If so. it may 1),- that the vast sums spent upon
those armaments are, after all. an economical
investment. For, great as is the cost of the
armaments, it is a mere fraction of the price
of an extensive war. Suppose, for example.
thai all we spent upon the war with Spain
had been spent a few years before iv build-
ing warships and equipping batteries. Spain
would never have ventured to light so over-
whelming a strength as ours would obviously
have been. Hut, however that may be. It is
quite evident that war talk is, as a rule, to
be regarded as by no means alarming. It is
not the long standing, much exploited feud that
's to be dreaded, but the sudden quarrel, in au
unexpected quarter, that bursts into disastrous
flame before thought can be taken or delibera-
tion be had. It is the "bolt from the blue." not
the "war cloud." that is to be feared. Wherever
there is much war talk there is comparatlvel}'
little tear of war.

either of the ride: or driver or of any one whom

he may meet. A more brilliant light, such aw
will brightly illuminate the road for some dis-
tance ahead, prevents the man behind it from
seeing anything In the comparative gloom at

the side, and is bllndim: and bewildering to
those who meet it. Indeed, not a few bad acci-
dents have occurred from the use of over-
brilliant lamps on bicycles and carriages. It is

a question whether it may not become neces
s.'iry lo require the use of belN upon some horse
vehicles. What with rubber Nrefl and rubber
shoes, these now move almost a* noiselessly as
bicycles and automobile carriages. In this as
iv all other cases the rules of the road must be

such as are required by the safety of all who

use the road. And at present that safety Is

not always guarded in an entirely satisfactory
manner.

r<-.>l.yrUht; IMO: Hy Th* N«Torlc Trtt>os» 1
BY rAM To Tfin TRIBIXr.I

London. April 2i.—The p«>rlr>d of inaction gjsl
expectancy has unnerved many flighty ani tim-
orous souls, but the ordinary man In the »tr*ft
Koes afwiut his business quietly, and in "solafl
by the reflection that the Hritiah Constitution
stands, that a wise Qu>*r reigns and that
•"Hubs" Is all right. Confidence InLord P.ob^ru
has become Inwar tinr-s a cardinal artiri- ofrh#
national faith, like respect f>rr th» '-\u25a0nsttrntlon
and reverence for the Queei. It Is unshaken
and unassailable. Whether F^rl Roh«- r;s be <jei.
Used f<»r a dukedom at not. neither M^r:b«r-
ousrh nor Wellington In th<» plenitude of thHrmilitary prestige and political power ever •!«-
clsed a more absobite dictatorship over th» fart-
unes of Krttlsh soldiers or the conditions ofpat.
lie thought. Th- has not been a ivhisper of
censure of Lord Roberts for the cen.-»ur«-.x which
he has passe.l upon sen*- Us who six month*
ago commanded the confidence, of th» nation.
nor does any Journal In the United Kln*loin
question the expediency or necessity of a pro-
tracted pause inth»- militaryoperations InSouth
Africa, although the ration is weary cf the *v
and • age* to have the campaign ci»n'!nrtwj j^ita
vigor and Inflexible determination.

There is nothing in recent history more strti-
ir.jf than the complete ascendancy of Lord Rob-
erts in Ihe r>olitical and military fortun»-s cf the
empire. He has deliverer] the (^vrnm^nt frota
political anxieties, restored the p-iblic faith ta
the Anglo-Saxon military peniu.-. and become
the Main ro<-k of def»-n<-»- '!urin«r th» storm and
stress of wartime. The Ken«-ral.« who have b*?n
pilloried for their blunder* and rail'ir»s have
swarms of Influential friends, and the smart sets
are la sympathy with one i.t another of 'hem.' ;>n- ral Warren b«-tnp the only nn<- without •\u25a0>-
rial following, ;iltho'-.sh he has a string body »•
sympathizers among (V<ii Rhode*"s friendi acfi
in South Africa generally. Thf^ so< ul adher-
ents da not venture To r-ritkise Lord Rr.bertj,
whose word is law in Kn^Jiin-l. i.ut they must
find son..- vent for their emotion^ an<l th* War
Office is hi plain sight

Lord Lansdown*. wfco was exposed to a de-
structive fire of criticism a few months ago re-
specting suns of inferior rane», i« row assailed
for publishing Lord Roberta's stri<-;ure<» on of.
tieers in the !i'M,and thereby rendering all the
generals tlmi.l ami afraid of resjKTsIMIIiXThese
cavilling censors are quit- as !:i-!f- •-•ive aa the
Ignorant small bores who attacked the War Of-
fice a few months ago without rneaturins rang^t

or ascertainit. sr the real facts of The ca.*>. What
the British army need« ItIthorough .«halt!nK
Up of th»» Headquarters StafT and the '-rshot
\u25a0 has; This It is now in a fair way to hay».

What practical men clearly perceive !s the rwli
that tJi^ administrative services have heen w#n
conducted, anil that th* rank and file of the ,
army have fought with marvellous gallantry tad
patience, but that the trah <>f officers has
been defective, and that th** staff has Dem
guilty of many Indiscretions am! much hMf<

icy.

Lord Roberts Is now setting a hi^h \u25a0 :rvh»i
of work and establishing a training school la

the field which will rend, r British .Sicers th»
best and most experienced in the irnrid. The
reform is not likely to end wftß :he campaign.

Lord Kitchener may not be destine to trans-

form the War Office and the H^aunuarters StatT.
but Aldershot methods are doomed. The Influ-

ence of the smart sets and the Ouar-ls officers
Is undermined, and arrangements nill h™ mad»

for field training and battle tactics over larva
areas and on comprehensive lines.

Domestic politics beins stacnant. imperial

questions hold the field. One of these Is the
Australian Federation, which Is making slow
but sure progress with intelligent oversie'iiPfroEi
Mr. Chamberlain. Two Premiers have cooscet-

ed to the amendments to the commonvtalth
scheme Imposed by the Imperial <lovernir.ert,

and three are prepare*! to take them if dfrect!y

sanctioned by Parliament. The compromise

which is likely to bo effected is the maintenance

of an appeal to the Privy Council on the lines

followed by the Canadian Constitution. The

Australian delegates now in London \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0 appar-
ently convinced that amendments to the orig-

inal scheme are requisite Inorder to estaM!?h a
vital connection of the federated Austrailaa
colonies with the empire at large.

The West African situation Is considered
serious, owing to the possibility cf French comp-

lications; but these are not likely to arise dur-
ing the Exposition period.

Cecil Rhodes sailed to-day for South Africa,

with the consciousness that Lord Roberta had
justified in effect the strictures up> n th*» military

authorities which Julian Ralph had pat Into ahi
mouth at Klmberley. an.i which he ha 3net

taken the trouble to deny. Mr. Rhodes 13 met
likely to exercise much Influence in the immedi-
ate settlement of South African questions, bst

he has an ally in the German Emperor, and ha
ambitious railway projects will ultimately t*
taken up. A great financier like Lord SnSl

will be needed as socn as the war is end^d. asd
he cannot be under the influence of Rhodes or
Alfred Belt, for the wealth of the Rar.d fs tha
only resource for meeting the immense colonial
claims fcr damages ami demands upon the *\u25a0**
perial exchequer for indemnities.

American affairs remain in the background,
but the action of the United States Government
Indemanding the payment of an indemnity lots
overdue from the Sultan for the destruction of.

missionary property attracts much attention-
It is generally admitted that the American
Government will not be able to collect this in-
demnity without a moderate display of force, bat

it is considered certain that the money willbe
supplied if the Sultan tin:- that President m*
Kinley Is thoroughH In earnest ami intends to

collect a just debt. The German Emperor is tie

Sultan's chief adviser, and he is likely to **•
peaceful and speedy settlement of the mi*sion-
arj d

Th*' reported changes of hi canal treaty la
conformity with the original text of the Paunc*-

tote Ha] convention are not discussed by th«
press. The eoncenlion in its original form as

generally regarded as an important diplomatic
success for the UcKinley Administration, aad

then- would have been strong disposition to

find fault with Is* Foreign Office for making

important concessions without a quid pro quo If
Sir Wilfrid I-aurier had not shown himself ft

broadmlnded imperialist statesman and with-
drawn his objections to the diplomatic compact

No English journal has been able to understand
why the Senate Insisted upon looking a gift

hcrse hi the mouth.
International episodes -which are making talk

are divorce in'- dhs Karl Ku-seTs and Edna
.N.iy'.s, and la* rvfiej action of American motanV
tv upon the Ensllsh theatrical business, as Il-

lustrated by' the raid upon th.> Lord Chamber-
lain's \u25a0 Bee by agitator.-* against "Zara." Th!»
play hi drawing big business at the OarrtcX
Theatre in consequence of the power of Mrs-
Leslie Carter's acting, which triumphed on the
opening night over everything as a tour

*
force unequalled at present on the EnslW*
stage. The critics wrote plainly about Mr.
lMasco'a version of the French play, and v*u*

OTHF.rt SOLDIERS 1 SOCIAL INFLUENCE Par.
ALTZED-TIIEATRICAL QUESTIONS-

PICTURE SHOWS.

THE COMPLETE ASCENDANCY OF LOUD
ROBERTS EVERYWHERE.

LONDON.

NEWS OK TWO CAFITAia

Congress Is talking of having a revision
of the United States statutes. May It be more
successful than the alleged revision of New-
York statutes.

Inconformity with The Tribune's earnest rep-
resentations the House Committee has addressed
itself with promptness and intellljfonce t,, the
exceedingly Important question of Porto Mean
franchises, and there seems to be reason to hope

Viewed in the light of such achievements. j|,,.

great Conference thnt has Just begun its an
Btom needs to make no apology for itself. Its
deliberations willdeserve and receive the sym

pathetic attention of every one who desires the
welfare and progress of the world.

There are genuine converts, as complete and
sincere as any made by the Apostles. Have
hostile critics ever known a native church in
which there were not one or two whom they
excepted from doubts or censures'!'

Atid In1S!h; .Mr. Bryce confirmed Livingstones
views in the following words:

Notwithstanding the slowness of progress, the
extinction of heathenism may be deemed certain
at no distant date. There Is nothing to discour-
age the hope that Christian teaching may are-
vail. The (Jospel and the mls-don school are the
in.st truly clvUlslng Influences which work upon
the native?. Cpon these Influences more than
on any other agency depends the progress of the
colored race.

But, while giving full credit to the zeal and
devotion of the Roman missionaries, Mr. Noble
does not think their principles and methods
wise. He criticises their practice of buying
Pagan children In order to Christianize them,

while admitting its good intent, and he declares
that the Moslem is repelled by the ritualism of
the Church, while the Pagan is repelled by its

ceremonies and saints. Between I*."V4 and 1886
tho Catholic population of Africa was increased
By 2i>(MHK> and the Protestant ]>y 1,000,000.
Protestantism makes a greater use of native
agency, and the fact that its missionaries are
married is helpful to it. C.reat stress Is laid on
industrial education inAfrican missions, and the
work of the missionaries in developing native
languages and literatures is of inestimable
value to civilization. The moral value of mis-
sions in Africa, aside from their purely eccle
siastical results, is great. "The London Times"
said not long ago that "there are mission vil-
lages in Central Africa that compare favorably
"in conduct with many English hamlets. I'he
spectator" says:

Pagans 155.620.000
Hindoos and Sikhs 207.400,000
Huddhists, Confucians, etc 4:?0.174.immi
Mahometans 205.775,000
Jews 0,505,000
Other non-Christians 830.000
Roman Catholics 22.Vm0.000
Protestants 149.055.001)
Other Christiana 110.300,000

Total 1.409.160.000
And "The American Board Almanac" for ISmhi

gives the following statistics of 240 Protestant
missionary societies of Europe and America:

Stations 5.217
nit -stations 13.588

Male missionaries 8,364

Female missionaries U,*JB'2

Total missionaries 12.648
Native laborers tjl,S!»7
Total evangelizing force 74,543
Communicants 1,585,124
Income in 1898-*9O of Protestant mis-

sionary societies in America, Great
Britain, Europe and elsewhere $15,560,693

Striking as these figures are, they do not give.
any idea of the indirect beneficent influence of
Christian missions as the forerunners of civil-
ization. In no country Is that more true than
in the continent of Africa, where to-day history
oil so large a scale is being made. The. story of
what Christianity is doing in Africa has been

told in a most fascinating way by Frederic
Perry Noble, in two comprehensive volumes re-
cently published by the Fleming H. Re veilCom-
pany. Ills chronicle Is really what he calls it.
"a story of civilization." and not even the most

hostile critic of missions will be able to read it
\u25a0without being Impressed by it. The Church of

Rome has nearly fifty dioceses in Africa and
more than thirty missionary societies, including
Capuchins, Dominicans, Franciscans, Jesuits,

Lazarists, Marists, "White Fathers" and "White
Sisters." The late Cardinal Lavigorie was the
apostle of Roman Catholicism in Africa,and the
Inspiration of his name is still a potent factor
In the -work.

In "The Church Missionary Atlas" of IK!4«*. the
following religions statistics of the world are
given:

THE Uis±lt>\ COXFEIUIXCE.

The Kcuiuciii. Conference on Foreign -Mis-
sions, which was so Impressively opened in this
city yesterday, is in many respects one of the
most Important religions gatherings of the pres-
ent generation! Foreign missions are sometimes
criticised, and. as in the case of every other
.mem work, there is occasionally room for criti-
cism as to the methods employed or the wisdom
and competency of individual missionaries sent

out To the foreign field. Hut no true friend of
missions ran object to such criticism as that.
Indeed, it is largely to discover and discuss the
delects in the work that this great gathering
has been called from the four corners of the
world. The c(.11.-<tive conscience of Christen-
dom is profoundly impressed with the need of
missions, not only to enlarge the area of the
Christian faith, but to extend to heathen lauds
the priceless benefits of the civilization that has

grown out of the Christian faith. It sees that
great Ms have been the triumphs of foreign mis-
sions they might be. and ought to be still
greater; and it has therefore assembled a coun-
cil of its representative leaders and its most
famous missionaries to talk the situation over
and out of a personal conference gats a larger
outlook and a fresher Inspiration for the prose-
cution of the work In the future. That stieh a
conference in the dawn of the new century

should be held in the metropolis of the New
World is a happy augury of The spirit that will

animate the delegates. With eyes turned hope-
fully to the future, they will strive, so far as
possible, to bring the missionary enterprises of
the churches into harmony with the needs and
ideas of present day Christianity without un-
necessarily overturning the traditions of the
past.

obligation with respect to the men employed.
Neither tun a right wfthmit necessity to (l*-

prive them of the employment upon which their

livelihood depend^ The individual is hound to

consider, Itis true, how fur he can venture \u25a0«•"

sible loss of private means upon which the em-

ployment of all at List depends. Htid the corpora-
tion Is not less bound to consider its resources

and credits and Its obligation to shnivholders.
Hut when Increased business run be secured
by reducing prices, mml without loss to the in-

dividual or the corporation, there can li.ntll.v be

\u25a0 question as to the duty of either.
'Lite decision to clear away the )i.ftniiul:ife.|

surplus by reducing prices is of considerable
importance because of its Influence upon the
whole iron and steel industry and upon Ilie

tontines of many oilier corporations which will
have to meet similar problems. It is the most
dangerous feature of concentrated management
with power over markets that it always tempts

men to hold juices mmli above the minimum
that yields profit. Hundreds of corporations
hnve been wrecked by yielding to that tempta-

tion and holding prices so high M to build up

fatal competition. The decision of the Steel and
Wire company will render it more difficult for
oilier companies to pursue the course which it

lias too tardily abandoned, and in all respects it
may prove a benefit to the new industrial de-
velopment.

The spelling reform In Prance continues to gain
converts perhaps because It is. after all, a very
sensible and moderate reform The rojee thai iscrying In the Parisian wiU!t-.-|i<as in no less v M
than that of Professor Charles KK'het distin-guished as a physiologist uml editor of the \u25a0 KrvtweVlendnaue." in June. I.W. this gentleman owned
his third defeat, tie bail tried to get the opinion ofthe subscribers to his Journal to agree ».tn him
that It was quite right to use '(

-
Instead or "ph."

In words derived from the lirvek; that the letter•\u25a0>\u25a0" had no place in the French alpaahei whenthere was an "V at hand, and that the Fnulish\u25a0»• should properly be substituted for ••-\u0084\u25a0• In farmlug the plural. Welt, bis mibftcrlbem »..r.-..i ami
for ms little tun- the magaalne ha.l a suttlclentlv0.1.l appearance i,ithe eye BOCUMomeU to |-\u0084,. , ,;"as she Is wrote." Bui the tdttor hoi reckonedwithout his contributors, who, like all thrlt kindare n Mlffnecked lot in these matters They
Kicked against the prick*, and "Oaiolcgle" and ItsIlk had to be snerlnce 1. Bui Pror«>9<*or Rlehet isnow agala before the public wtth th- h->pe o* aday when hi* theory will bo "Imposed by use 'orby thn dictionary of th« Academy, or by 'th*. (Phitadelphja. frees.

*• ' l!le

THE GYMNASTIC GIRL.
There were foils on the wall
And the rules of basketball

Done In red!
There were dumbbells on the floor
And a strength-weight closed the door-

Overhead!

There was some blue trophy flag
And there swung a punching bag

Near her seat!
She could box like any man
And his photo formed a fan-

Athlete!
There were books— a heaping stack—
And 1 read across one back—

"How to fence!"
And a hundred other rules—
From the athletic schools

"That teach sense!"

Every volume headed "How!"
And "she said: "I know them now—

Like a book!"
Hut she iiia passion flew
When Iasked her if she knew

How to cook!
—(Chicago Record.

Foot passengers on the streets «»> complain of
the recklessness of bicyclers may thank their stars

they are not in many. They used sometimes to
punish bicyclers there for running Into pedestrians;
then this practice fell fnto disuse, and now a Ber-
lin court has Just sent a ninn to jat! for two
months for recklessly running across one of the
principal streets and knocking a bicyclist off his
wheel. The most apologetic sort of defence was
offered— the man was running home because his
wife was about to become a mother for the seventh
time. The prosecution, however, insisted upon the
letter of the law, that pedestrians must leave the
streets free for bicyclists; or. in case it was abso-
lutely necessary to cross, must give eve*] warning
to 1,1. lists These elementary measures of pre-
caution having been neglected, it was only the fact
that the fallen bicyclist received no Injuries that tn-
luced the Court to let the culprit off with so lighta
punishment. I:is added that in view of the con-
stantly Increasing recklessness— nay, roughness— of
pedestrians toward bicyclists. it would otherwise
have I'irMrted a much severer penalty. If the
paragraph in the "Berliner Tn^eMatt" imparting
this Item of news Is Ironical, the Irony Is her-
metically concealed In It.

It was April the steentb.
Ami quite soft were the skies.

Which It might be supposed
That the man was likewise.

For he put on a suit built for summer.
And the sequel perhaps you surmise.

"Which alone about noon
It began to freeze.

And a blizzard swooped down
On the win«s of the breez«>

—
In a week he was peacefully lying

Asleep OUt under the trees.—
t.Ohlcatro Times-Herald.

The Superintendent of Parka of Glasgow is coins
to try the experiment of renting window boxes of
flowers to h<v»seholdera for the season for one
shilling each. this sum to be refunded when the
boxes are returned In the fall. This Is the outcome

Of a lief that a good effect on health and spirits

Will be brought about in the congested districts by

the interest in the flowers and by the presence of
color. Five hundred boxes willbe distributed.

Qulnn— has more nerve than any man Iever
met.

l>e Fonte— ln what way?
Qulnn— Why, he went over to his neighbor's to

borrow a gun. Said he wanted to shoot a cat.

I>e Fonte— Where does any nerve come in?
Qninn—lt was his neighbor's cat he wanted to

shoot.— (Chicago News.

Th« town of Glvet. in the Ardennes. Is taking

steps to put an end to the depopulation of France.

Hereafter in all town offices first fathers of more
than three children and next married men will be
preferred to bachelors. Prizes of S3 willhe award-
ed yearly to those parents who have sent the
largest number of children to school regularly, and

scholarships In the national schools will be re-
served for families only of more than three chil-
dren. Fathers of families shall also have the pref-

erence for admission to almstMMsea and old peo-
ple's homes.

EARL RUSSELL OX THE H IV TO I.OX!»>X
Denver, April 21.—Earl Russell and his wife left

thix city to-day, accompanied by Stanley Watson,

on the way to London, expecting to reach that city

within three weeks. Regarding the threatened ac-
tion of English courts, the Earl expressed the
opinion thai a charge of bigamy would hardly
stick.

Till: TALK OF Till: DAT.

Ctnelnaatl, April BL—N < '. i> Hodaaa, Hbrarmn
of 'he setenttSc ai.rary .-it Harvard ITntverstty. nns
been elected librarian of rh»- Pubtto Übrarj ol
Cincinnati, to succeed A. W. Wnelpley, the libra-
rian, who recently <iie«i

The willof the late Samuel Howard, of Milwau-
kee, leaves practically bis whole estate, valued at

upward of $:00.00<i. in trust for the support, mainten-
ance .mil education of orphan children. He had
no near relatives, and In his lifetime expended
large sums In the same direction.
St. Paul. Minn.. April21.—J. J. Hill, president of

the (treat Northern, and family started last nlsht
for New-York, l».,t:i.1 for Parts, where they have
taken a place for the year. Mr.Hillwill visit Berlin
for consultation with- the German stockholders of
the Great Northern Railway In regard to several
proposed extensions In the Pacific Coast Slates.
with a view to opening up new mining regions.

vruiiainstown, Mass.. April21 (SpectaD. Mrs. A.
W. Sawyer, of Nashua. N. n.. has presented to the
William-; College inflrmtiry th.- sum of $-"•'• as a
fund In memory of her son, William M. Sawyer.

''.C.. who died some years ago.

Dr. Edward Cain!,

—
of Balliol College. Ox-

ford, who was formerly professor of moral phil-
osophy at Glasgow University^ has bc*n nominated
sis OMTord lecturer in the latter university. In suc-
cesfton to Sir Mtchn«-1 Koster. M. P.

General 11. V. Boynton has accepted an Invitation
to attend the annual Fourth of July celebration at

Qoiiford battlefield, fttillford Court House. N. C.
and to deliver the address on the occasion. General
Joseph Wheeler has also been Invited, and Is ex-
1..-, ted to attend.
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Whether or r.ot Mr Phitt m^ant to puncture

the Urutoaamt fifiTrni"T*l Urn wlsta he re-

marked that the Vice-Presidentiai situation

'iHiml to 1).- taj>erlns down to Tim," the t:»n-.ral opinion appears to be that Mr W lruff

tittds ti.UM his pump.

Once morf the Green above the Red! The
familiar halfpenny British stamp. hitherto a
Mazing vermilion red. Is henceforth to he an
emerald green In hue. This order was made by

the imperial postal authorities almost simul-

taneously with the Queen's arrival in Ireland.
No expression of Irish opinion upon the subject

has yet come to hand. When It does, it Is to b»
hoped It willbe at least as cordial as that upon

the shamrock wearing order.
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