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REPORT ON ABUSE OP WHITE FLAG.
London, May 14.—The War Office has n :

the following dispatch from Lord Roberts:
ECrooastad, May IS.—There were more casual-

ties !n the cavalry division, May !<•. than re
ported by me. l have been urable to gel an
exact account of irhal occurred, as the com-

\u25a0 g officer, Captain Elsworthy. was killed
and t \u25a0\u25a0 were wounded at the same time
and li.i\-- been senl to the rear, but it would
appear thai \u25a0 . \u25a0

"
of our men going up to a• bite flag r a fl Ing v it sud

ittacked
' y a large number of Lhe em my.

Tv.o ofllren Captain flaig, ut t :,.• yth !»ra-
gcons. and Lieutenant Willi \u25a0 Lhe Austra-
lian i: .] wv ;.!.'\u25a0'> i::

"
'•\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0 nd twenty-one

men \u25a0;> Hill unaccounted for. Some of them
i:| j i..\u25a0 \u0084 [||n< up \u25a0' the iavail j coy m.l a

The Ada.'is, neighboring tribes, threaten th^
Bekwals, who are loyal to tb. Government.

OOOMASSIE GARRISON SAFE.
Accra, May 14.—Runners who arrived her- to-

day report that Coomassie is still closely |n-
i ste 1 hfy the Ashanti es, but that the garrison Is
holding iut

At a mooting of 350 Afrikander women held
yesterday it was resolved to esk the Govern-
ment for arms and ammunition, and to suggest
that they do the work of the male officials In
the town, who.'they declared, "ought to be fight-
Ing at the front." The resolution was carried
unanimously.

The "Volkstem
'

asserts thru the British pris-

oners in the hands of the Boers will jirst feel
the effects of the embargo placed on tinned
meats and clothing destined for the Transvaal,
at Delagoa Bay.

Th- burghers this morning attacked Mafeking.
Tho telegraph operator at Malopo says that a

heavy rifl<> and cannon fire was heard before 0
o'clock to-day, and that the "Kaffir location"
was in flames within an hour and was totally
destroyed. At I<> o'< lock, he adds, everything
was quieter.

WAR NEWS FROM PRETORIA.

ANOTHER ATTACK ON MAFEKING—WOMEN
WISH TO BERVE GOVERNMENT.

Pretoria May 1.2. —
A war bulletin has been is-

sued here announcing that_ the British are ad-
vancing against tho Federals at Helpmakaar
and Tonder's Nek.

The Boers are splitting up and retiring in the
direction of Clocoland.

EIGHTH DIVISION ADVANCES.

BRABANT AND GREXFKI.I, CAPTURE

STORES— DUTCH FALLING BACK.

Thaba Nchu. May I.3.—The Eighth Division.
with its front extending thirty miles, was yes-
terday moving forward. General Grenfoll and
General Brabant followed the Boers, reaching

New -berry's Mills,and capturing great quantities
of flour and grain. General Bra! ant's main
force, with Campbell's brigade of Guards and
General Boyes's brigade, have cleared the coun-
try.

At the British hospitals in Bloemfontoin the
deaths from enteric fever average from eight to
ten daily.

Judging from talks Ihave had with the Boers,
the end of the war will com*1 in a month or six
weeks. Mr. Bteinekamp, chairman of the Sec-
ond Raad, '.vho travelled with mo, said that if
the burghers were pressed from Pretoria they
would retire to tho district of the Lydenburg
Mountains, which had already been provisioned.
He remarked that he hoped the burghers would
stand firm, but be fearr-d they were too broken
In spirit.
Igathered from him that the whole available

force of the Transvaal was now in the field, the
final commandeering having taken place last
Thursday, and that it is only the powerful mag-
netism of President Kriiger that keeps the
burghers together.

The same stories of disintegration come from
nearly every point where the English corre-
spondents are. Mr. Hellawell, formerly a corre-
spondent at Mnfeking. who was put over the
Transvaal border, telegraphing from LiOurengo

Marques on Sunday, says:

According to a dispatch from Bennet Burleigh

to "The Daily Telegraph," dated May 10, Paul
LJotha and Macdonald, members of the Fre;?

State Volksraad, demanded that the chairman
should call a meeting tor sue for peace, as fur-
ther resistance was suicidal, and proposed to
make President Steyn a prisoner.

Nothing definite has been heard about the
expected relief of Mafekinp. The Cape Town
correspondents continue to telegraph that relief
is imminent, fixing Tuesday or Wednesday as
probable dat^s. Inquirers at the War Office are
told that the news of the relief will be made
public immediately upon its receipt.

The latest supposition concerning General Hun-
tor is that possibly he is marching up the north
bank of the Vaal with a force sufficient, in co-
operation with Lord Roberts, to render a Eoer
d<-fence of the Vaal frontier impracticable.

East of Bloemfonteln General Rundle is ad-
vancing toward Ladybrand. His troops and
those of General Brabant are stretched over a
distance of thirty miles. The Boers are de-
scribed as disorganized and as retreating north-
ward. President Bteyn's lieutenants are trying

to rally them.

Gcr.?r:<! Buller, who se< ms to be employing his
full strength. Is expected to rush on. His first
marches were forty-five miles in three days. H->
!: thus breaking Into Drlt'sh territory v.-hlch had
l< d adminlst- red f r sis months by the Trans-
vaal leaders as though it were part of the re-
public, they holding: c( uvts and levying taxes.
His success, therefore, has political as well as
military ionsequences.

While I-.rd Roberta's infantry are concentrat-
ing at Kroonstad, wh< re they will rest for a
day or two, his horsemen have penetrated
eighteen miles northward. Inthe squadron which
cut the railway fifteen miles beyond Kroonstad
was the American scout. Frederick Burnham.
Two hundred Boers who had hidden in the river
junples near Kroonstad to escape service haw
surrendered to the British and taken the oath
of allegiance.

At tho same tinpe General Hildyard took In-
doba, nnd it is reported that the Boers withdrew
in disordi r.

nirnuixG before buller.
EKDOBA FA1,1.S INTO HH-DYARTVP HANDS—

END OF WAR EXPECTED SOON.

London, May 15.
—

General Buller"s turning of
the Higparibfig position was effected by a bold
movement. The P.o.rs had evacuated Help-

Biakaar. i>ut were mailing a stand Monday

oveninß at Bleskoplaagte, seven miles from Dun-
dee. The covj-r;-p> pdent on the spot regarded
this as .'! rearguard action intended to cover tho
retreat of the army.

and acce-.ir the amendment relating to a court
Of appeal for the Empire, on which every colony
will be represented by a life peer, sir Henry
Campbell-Bannennan and Sir Charles Dilke In-
dicated plainly the sympathy of the Liberals
With Mr. Barton, and the Government amend-
ment iflikely to bo converted into a party issue.

I. N. F.

NEARLY ©.000 FOR BOER RED CROSS FUNIX
J. V. I.Pruyn. chairman of the American Com-

mittee to aid the Boer Red Cross Fund, said last
nlsht that thore had been raised nearly a\Sa\
About $l,u>» 1.-. now on Bead. The- expenses of the)
committee have teen about Jl.«>. To the Nether-
lands Red t'ross Society ha* been seat Kort\ while
$2.0 i0 has been sent direct to Pretoria. One hua-
dreit pounds wen sent to H. C Hlllesaa. m mess*
ber of the committee, now In Pretoria. Tunis O.
Herßen Is the treasurer The Auditing Committee
consists of AiiKU.Htua Van \Vyck, Edward Lauter-
Ktch and John F. Praeser. The. Centra! Bond and
Realty Company, of No. 9 Libert] I U the
depositary.

•
NEW AND FIREPROOF HOTEL ESSEX.

Atlantlc-ave.. Essex and Bast sts., opposite Bos-
ton Terminal Station, Boston. Mas* Now open.
F. A.Hammond, prop'r.; also of Plaza Hotel. N. X.
City.—Advt.

Twice within an hour last night at the Hotel
Manhattan the Citizens* Reception Committee
to welcome the South African delegates was in
an uproar on account of charges and counter-
charges mad" by Patrick Egan. ex-United States
Minister to Chill, and George W. Van Siclen. ons
of the original Boer sympathizers In this city.
The meeting was hardly begun before Mr.Eg&n
found occasion to denounce Mr. Van Slclea.
Briefly, Mr. Wessells. the Boer envoy en route
to this country, wrote to his brother, temporarily
in this city, toengajre rooms for the visiting en-
voys. Mr. WssssQi yhowrd the letter to Mr.
Van Slclen. and quarters wore engaged at the
Hoffman House at SKI \u25a0>. day. Soon afterward
a citizens' committee was organized at the
Hotel Manhattan, with Ki!;.:en Van Rensselae*
as chairman. But In some way. not as yet ex-
plained, a committee, with Mr Van Siclen as
its supposed sponsor, was appointed. This
mixed things up in the newspapers, co that few
subscriptions wrns received by Mr. Van Rersse-
laer's committee. As soon as the Citizens* Com-
mittee was called to order by Mr. Van TTtnsss
laer rumblings and mutterings against Mr. Van
Slclen were heard among tluMrish members.
Some one mentioned that theVe was a great
deal of confusion existing in the public mind
with reference to what was going to be dons.
Mr. Egan got th«? fioor and said:

Mr. Chairman: A3 a member of the rreTilarly ap-
pointed Citizens' Committee. Iwant to say that Inever have helu any com nunU-ation with fakirs.ami never will Van Sielen never had any com-
mittee. His committee is only on paper. He'sthe secretary, cholrman. treasurer and the wholething. He \u25a0* got a so-called »mni:'t^--at-lar««
scattered all over the I'nifdStates.

This set the ball rolling,and Alderman Spelllsy
said that Mr. Van Slclen should be careful what
he does. This was before Mr. Van Siclen had
arrived. Pretty scon he arrived, and bowed and
smiled blandly to those present. He got what Is
popularly .styled "the frozen face" from th*
Irish members.

Patrick Gallagher, a contractor anil a mild
mannered man. got the floor and sal Ithat, while
he was not looking for trouble, he would like an
explanation from Mr. Van Slclen. He said that
ifhe were in such a bad light as Mr. Van Slclen
appeared to be, he would gladly improve the op-
portunity to set himself right.

Mr. Van Slelen rose to explain, but Mr. Egan
not the floor ahead of him and broke out with:

"The whole city Is being flooded with these
circulars being sent out by Mr Van Slclen. He
hasn't got any committee, and he knows he
hasn't. He's using the names of prominent busi-
ness men and bank cashiers"

Mr. Van Siclen— You'd better find out the
facts, sir, before you make such reckless state-
ment".

Mr. Wmn I'm stating the facts: every oas
kn>im.;

Mr. Van Plclen— You'd better find out Just
where you stand before you make such reckless
charges. I'llhold you responsible for what you
say.

Chairman Van Rensselaer— (Ci -. gentlemen.
let this be a fraternal gathering. We are all
American citizens and loyal Is the Boer cause.
We ought li

Mr Van Bsrisn (breaking In angrily)—lt's my
turn, and Iwant to say that Mr. Gallagher's
statements are entirely erroneous. It annoyed
me to see statements to the effect that Mr.Van
Siclen was going to do this and that. Idid not
authorize the statements and Idon't know how
they came to be printed. Mr. Egan Is mistaken

in his facts. What Ido is none of your busi-
ness. Mr. Egnn. You would have known more
about it \u25a0'. ifIhad known your jjostoffice ad-
dress, but Idon't. My committee is made up of
excellent gentleman, pmud to serve on the com-
mittee, and vi" they are Is none of your—your

business. Mr. Egan. This is all damned trash '

this talk!
Th.n Paul P. Hospe, a manufacturer of steam

\u25a0
- ra gaas**i ennsmMUi of Urn <;*>rman Press

Conunlttee, M toSM Si his sufetv valve and
turned the sraMsna steam of criticism on Mr.-

>n.
"I vlsh Icoed sprechen some good Eng!i3h

like Ican Sherman." saM Mr. Hopne. getting
angrier every second. Mr. Yon Slclen has
mixed tip dor Sherman pres3. so Idon't know
vedder I'm afoot or a i>.-..-khors««."

It took Mr. Hoppe five minutes to cool off.
and he and Mr. Van SicVn repaired to a cor-
ner, -her- Mr. Van Sicl*n shook his fist threat-
eningly at the back of Mr. Hoppe's head.

Alderman Kennedy, whs kept his head
throughout, tried to straighten matters out. as
•lid also Theodore M. Banta. the treasurer of
th-- Citizens' Committee.

After the ah had cleared somewhat a Tribune
reporter t-r.t&ined the following statement.
which Is saicl to be "official":

The Ma... \u25a0\u25a0..-.-.. with Messrs. Fischer. Wolf-
r.iarans anJ SSllhl. Beer envoys. Is expected
to reach this port this morning. The following

sub-committee of the Executive Committee will
go down on the revenue cutter to meet them:
Kli.aen Van Rensselaer. ex-Judge George N.
Van Hoesvn. Alderman Kennedy. Commis-
sioner Sheehy, George W. Van S;.-!-n, Theodore
M. i'.anta. Councilman Oakley. Montagu White
and I*.Louter Wessells.

This committee will accompany the envoys

to Hoboken, Mhere they willbe met by the full
Executive Committee, consisting' of the follow-
ing:

KUiaca Van Ren»»«Ui«r, II \u2666'. Sh*«hy.
11-an man. 11. 11. «!• v a

O>rj;i> M. Van Hoe*#n. 1 •*):-•» >peil:»T-
AMrrman SI. K*r.n«ly. William i) t>»vles.
Thi^mn* U tVUn*-r. .1hri J. K.<rr.ejr.
lM\\;ir.l Vun tin*. i'aul F. I!<nT».
John 11 MUhottantL T. *t.John iJaffn^T.
V V UcOrrit*! I'atrlck O«!"jK6er.

UrorM \V. Van Slcten. I— J. X. !«;snop.
_^

Profvaaor Adnipb «ohm. AM«Tman M. T. I^dwtUk
M J Jrnnln**. l>anl«l «•'. fahalan.
Edward tantfrbach. J- Uu-Jtn'.iia.
lOrm^r Antonio Zucca. KaJher Thomas J. Ducey.

I-atrh-k Ksan. Thf.»lor» M. Uanta.
Juli:» V. U l'ruyn. V. ilo>nahan.

The Mayor cf Hoboken willextend the freedom
of that city t«> !!\u25a0• visitors while they are there.
Fro-ii Hoboken the party will take carriages to
the Hotel Manhattan, which win be the head-
quart^ra cf the envoys* and the committee while
the visitors art- in the city. To-night at the hotel
there will be a reception, at which Mr. Van
Ren9**"l»er will preside, anil ex-Judge Van
Hoesen will make a formal address of welcome.
The wish*?* of the d -legates will to-day be
! .irr. d with reference to being received at the
City Hall, where an address and the freedom of
th»* city will be pre«! nted to them. The address
will !>«• engrossed and ornamented with ribbons.

The committee to arrange- fur badges made a
mistake in ordering them, and the colors are not
In the right order. The red should, be at the top.
with the white and blue following. The badges
for to-day have the Mue at the top. with the
red at the bottom.

UPROAR AT THE MEETING TO ARRAN'OI
FOR THE BBLsWUM ' .•• H \ND

COUNTERCHARGE 3MADE.

TWn COMMITTEES TO WELCOME THE

BOEHS Mnil AT VAlir\\. K.

EGAX ATTACKS VAN SICLEN

tup: will likf.ly to show that

IT WAS FAR LAftGEB THAN

FRIENDS SUPPOSED.

Frederick B. Flower, of 'his city, is <>n hi-»
way home from Europe, having been snmmnswii
back on account of the death of Mrs. Emma
Keep Schley. at her home. No. t'.»>l Fifth-aye..

en Thursday last. Mr. Flower is the SBSCWtOf
of the will of Mrs. Schley, and It "illnot

be read until he Is on hand to dr> It.
Those in position to Know ar>- c '••''; enl that

the size of the estate left by Mrs. Bcbley will
surprise even those who had long regarded her

as an unusuallj wealthy woman. Hr< 'k^rs
familiar with the affairs of the late RosweH P.
Flower, who was a brother-in-law of Mrs.
Schley and managed her state, assert that

there is little doubt that the estate an* unts to
nearly $10,000,000.

Mrs. Schley was the widow of Henry Keep,

who was for several years president \u25a0 f the New-
York Central Railroad before the control of that
property passed to the VanderbUts, He was a
remarkably successful business man, and con-
tinued to amass wealth aft- r be had rtlsnnwd of
part of his holdings in the Central. After !vs

d-'ath in 18GJ>, In 'his city. Mrs. Keep. :ti I>T«'..
married Judge Schley, of Savannah, who died hi
the early eighties. Under the managera nt "f

ex-Governor Flower the Keep estate is .-aid t>

have trebled.
. Nothing definite is obtainable with reference
to this disposition of the estate, but it is proba-

ble that practically all of it will go to Mrs.
Schley's only child, Mrs. Frederick R. Balsey,
ifNo. 13 West Fifty-thlrd-St. It would not sur-
prise the friends of the family ifthe will showed
that Mrs. Schley had turned over a great deal
of her estate to Mrs. Halm . during her lifetime.

Mrs. Schley, shortly after the death of her first
husband. gave to the New YorkOphthalmic Hos-
pital in East Twenty-third Bt, ?100.UU0 In a
single slit, ami followed this later with manj
smaller gifts. IIis understood that her benefac-
tions to this institution reached nearly if n<<t
quite $200,000 during her lifetime, while she
endowed the Keep Memorial Home for Old
Ladies in Watertown, h*r native place. The
friends of the hospital apparently never had any
assurance from Mrs. Schley that she would re-
member the Institution In her will, but it would
not surprise the hospital people Ifthe willcon-
tained a bequest.

Mr. and Mrs. Halsey during the last year have
been buildinga large and handsome brownstone
house in West Flfty-thlrd-st.. opposite No. l."l.
The new house occupies the site of two ordi-
nary houses, and has a frontage of fifty feet,
with a height of four stories, Mr. and Mrs. Hal-
sey have watched all the work on this new
dwelling, from the lowermost foundation stone.
Builders who have looked over the plans Fay

that few houses In the city willbe more com-
plete or comfortable.

The kitchen and laundry sre a delight to the
builders of homes for the wealthy, the walla of
these large rooms being highly polished white
marble, while the Boors are costly mosaic. Last
Thanksgiving Day Mrs. Halsey sent word to the
men at work In the bouse that they need not
bring their luncheon that day. as she Intended to
provide it. A prominent carterer tool; *«ntlr^
charge, and gave the fifty-six workmen a royal
feast. Not knowing exactly whom to thank, a
delegation of the men waited on Mr. Halsey.

lie stopped the foreman's speech, and laughing-
ly assured him that he was not the right one at
all, as Mr . Halsey bad planned everything.

SMALLPOX CASES IX CAXAD.\.
•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.:. May 11 (Sp«>iMal>.-The first death from

smallpox occurred, hers In the Civic Hospital th!*
morning. Three other patients aro Inmate irf the
hospital, and fevers! dozen peopta who ha\o !••••!•.

exposed to Infection are under quarantine. Th«»

disease was probably broimht hen by a visitor
from Roeslnnd, who fell illat a hotel h-re. Three
attendant* of the hotel who wet brought In con-
tact with him were taken »;i 1; :r.m tne illseanc.
and one of these has now*dieJ. The Health Hoard
has taken stringent precautions.

:CLEVELAND A SUBURB OF NEW-YORK.
Leas* New-York IM \u25a0 m.. arrive Cleveland next

morning for breakfast., by Lake tihore Limited of
New- York Central. Superb service; no excess faro.

Advt.

MRS. SCHLEVS ESTATE.

CEREMONIOUS START IN THE PRESENCE

OF A THRONG OF PEOPLE-WORK-

MEN WILL P.E PUT ON TO-DAY.

With salvos of artillery, to the accompaniment
of the singing of patrfc tic airs by nearly a thou-
sand school children, and amid the enthusiastic
cheers of mere than two thousand residents of
the northern part of the city, actual excavation
Upon the rapid transit subway was begun yes-
terday afternoon. At a spot almost exactly in
the centre of the roadway at the Junction of< hae-hundred-and-flfty-slxth-st. and Broadway
the Brst pick was sunk In the tunnel excava-
tion proper. Within the next few days work
will be similarly started upon other sections cf
the subway, but to Washington Heights was
given the honor of opening ground for the
tunnel. Tin people of Washington Heights for
several days h."d been preparing to celebrate the
cv. nt. In more ways than one it was an occa-
sion of felicitation for them. It was not only
that upon the section running through their dis-
trict the rr-nl bf pinningof the tunnfl was made.
but it marked the consuinaiation of the efforts
to make Washington Iletghts an immediate
sharT in the! benefits of rapid transit, and was a
happy augury of the possible success of the agi-
tation that !s l>?ln,'r instituted for the extension
of the four track system beyend One-hundred-
and-fourth-st.

Then Newell' Martin Introduced as the first
speaker of the afternoon William Barclay Par-
sons, the chief engineer of the Rapid Transit

Commission. Mr. Parsons confined himself to
expressing the hope that the work which had
been so auspiciously begun that day would be
pushed to a speedy end. He was followed by

Corporation Counsel whalen, who on behalf of
the people of Washington Heights thanked the
Rapid Transit Commissioners and the contract-
ing company for the compliment which they
had paid to the district. Mr. Whulen spoke of
the success which had attended the efforts to
induce the Commissioners to extend the rapid
transit route to Washington Heights. "While
the Commissioners have stopped the four-track
system at One-hundred-anrl-fourth-st.," Mr.
Whalen added, "Iam sure that when their chief
engineer reports to them the large number of
people congregated here to-day, and the general

enthusiasm that has been shown, they will rot

hesitate to give Washington Heights a four-
track system." ,

John B. McDonald, the contractor, promised

that the work of building the tunnel should be

carried to completion without delay, and James
J. Coogan, president of the Borough, looked
upon the beginning of the subway as the crown-
ing work of the Tammany administration. Hp

had some kind things to say of Mr. McDonald
and those who were associated with him in the
company formed for the construction of the
subway.

The speeches over, the procession was re-
formed and marched, with Mr WhaU-n at its
head, to the spot where the first hole was to be
dug in the ground. Divesting himself of hat and
coat Mr. Whal'-n swung a heavy iron pick thai
was' handed to htm by L. B. McCabe. the sub-
eontrnctor for the section, and for a moment or
two dug away with an energy that started the
perspiration at every pore. When be showed
signs of desisting be was urged on again by
the humorous clamoring* of the bystanders, and
Itiwas not until a fairly large circle of earth
had b«en loosened that he v.'as allowed to re-
linquish th* pick. With a miniature silver
spade the silver loving cup which was recently
presented to Br>. Whalea was filled with the

Xot only did the residents of the district take
part in the ceremonies, but a large number of
high officials of the municipal government and
citizens of prominence attended. For tholr
transportation the Police Department placed at
the disposal of Newell Martin and Thomas F.
McAvoy the pr lice boot Patrol. Loaded almost
to the gunwale with puests, the Patrol left Pier
A, at the Battery, shortly after 2&0 p. m., ani,

after calling at the Atlantic Transport Line pier
to take aboard Police Commissioners York, Sex-
ton and Abell and Chief Devery, the steamer
reached the landing at One-hundred-and-flfty-
flfth-st. soon after 4 o'clock. Waiting upon the
pier to receive the guests was a crowd of sev-
eral hundred people, the band of the Hebrew
Orphan Asylum and a platoon of police. As the
Patrol touched the landing a detachment of the
Louis Wendel Battery, which was rtationed on
the hill with two cannon, began firing a salute
of seventeen guns, which was returned by the
two l-pounders on the police boat. Forming

into procession the visitors, headed by the
asylum band and the police, and joined when
the summit of the hill at One-hundred-and-fifty-
fiuh-st. was attained by the battery, marched
to the place whore It had been arranged to

break ground. A stand had been eroded at
One-hundred-and-flfty-seventh-st. for the speak-
ers, and around this were grouped more than
seven hundred children from School No. 4<».
Outside the cordon formed by the police, who
were commanded by Inspector Kane, was a
multitude of fully two thousand persons, who
throughout took the liveliest Interest In th> prj-

ceedings. Tin houses of 'he neighborhood were
all decorated with colored streamers and f!ai;9.

When the guests had taken their places in the
stand the school children, to the accompaniment
of the asylum band, sang \u25a0The star Spangled

Banner" and "Columbia."

CORPORATION COUNSEL DOES FIRST

REAL WORK ON THE EXCAVATION.

newly, disturbed earth and will be retained by
the Corporation Counsel as a souvenir.
• Subsequently the guests were entertained by
George Bird (Irlnne',l and Newell Martin at the
Hemlocks, Audubon Park. One-hundr"d-and-
lifty-sixth-st. and Broadway. •

To-day a large force of men will start exca-
vating the tunnel in earnest.

Among those who were present at the cere-
monies were:

Commissioner John J. £' ~s:int»ll Charles Sooy-
Fmith, William Leary. Edward H. Sheehan, J. C.
Ro.lsers Mnoes M. McKee, Edward M. Morgan.
.'ulius M. Mayer, lleman 11. Wilson, William
Whltehead. Major John W. Fleck, James P. Daven-
port, Thomas Alexander, Collin H. Woodward.
Jacob l> Butler, David Stewart. Henry J. Hr>tt-mann; Francis J. w..f- •-. Charles W. Stewart,
.1. Romalne Brown, \u25a0\u25a0' P. Leo, Martin I\.Sher-
win. Dr. E. J. !.e.!<rl.. W >.'. V•1. r William 11.
Shaw. E. T. Seward, William Shi.laber, Samuel
'sham. Charles Robinson Smith, I^ouia Dean Sppir,< 'unite de Wlerzblckl, Christopher It. Corning,
Daniel B. Freedman, Charles W. Thorn. F. C.
Elder. J. R. Taylor, D. .1. Dwyer. J. P. Baiter,
Henry B. Bates. Phllin 11. Runrecht. V A. Seg-
german William F. Week-. William Milne Grin-
nell. Dr. Morton Grlnnell, George Bird GrlnneU,
John Halloran, Joseph Haas, Edward D. Farrell.
Dennis J. Dwyer, Charles 1.. Guy. Bartholomew
Sfojmahan. Charles A. IJerrlan. Joseph A. Goulden.
Newell Martin. W. J. Van Pelt, J. C. Rt-lff. Daniel
F. Mahony. Me.comb George Foster and John
Markle.

EXAMINATION FOR TUNNEL ENGINEER.

The Municipal Civil Service Commission held an
examination yesterday for assistant civil engineer
of the Rapid Transit Commission. <>". hundred
and one applicants were examined by Chief Ex-
aminer Ireland for the Grade "A"at SI.LW a year;

ono hundred more applicant?, who have handed In
their applicavtlojis^jßdll.be..exarnine<i at a later dat».
The Comn-iiision has arransre<l tho position in throe
grade*—**A"at $1,200 a year. "B" at $1,500 n year
and "C" at $1,800 a rear. All applicants who
qualify for Grade "A" have an option on Grade
"X" or "CV*

WHALEN BEGINS TUNNEL.

The details of this movement are confused.
The British advance began on Thursday, and
was directed against Helpmakaar. where an at-
tack was made on Sunday, after a long march.
There was a heavy artillery fire on both sides,
end the mounted men and infantry worked
around on the enemy's flank while Bethune's
Horse came up from the Grey town road as far
as Pomerojr. :;:iakaar does not appear to
have been held by a strong Boer force, and th«
touthernmost position on the .Biggarsberg range
was easily taken.

DUTCH POSITIONS EVACUATED.
Correspondents telegraphing yesterday were

profuse in their admiration of the brilliancy of
General Balk manoeuvres, but exceedingly
(ruga! in their explanations of the scope and
nature of the proceedings. The effect of the
turning movement was described as a complete
emptying of the Boer defensive positions on
the ]'.:<.'an iierr. upon which an enormous
amount of labor had been expended.

The occupation of Dundee, where the first
battle of the war was fought, is confidently ex-
pected, but a more Important result will be the
command of the road to Rorke's Drift and Vry-
heici. This will secure an entrance into the
Transvaal, by which a turning force can be
Mnorth to cut off the Boer retreat from
La!ng's Nf-k and compel the evacuation of
Natal by the Dutch forces. The War Office ws»s
silent at midnight, but Ireceived a semi-official
awurance tha» General Butler's movement had
been completely successful, and that Dundee
li£d probably been occupied on Monday.

The situation at Krobnstad baa remained un-
changed. Lord Roberta's new bull-tins relate to

a white flag outrage and to a correspondence
•Kith Presidf-nt Krilger respecting the treatment
el the original prisoners. There is no evi-
dence that the Dutch force at Kroonslad ex-
ceeded 8,000 men, nor la it probable that the
passage of the \u25a0..\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0 willbe contested by
mere than fifteen thousand Boers. The Free
State burghers hi front of General Bundle's
diviFion are stiil fallingback.

MAFEKIXG CAMPAIGN SECRET.
News of the relief of Mafeklng is expected In

the course cf a few days. George Wyndham
intimated in tfc<* House of Commons yesterday
that the garrison rnirrht already have been res-
cued, but the mounted forre which was reported
at '\u25a0'jrc at the middle of last week can hard-
lybe expected to reach Marking before May
IS, ev?n if unmolested by the Boers. Tins
oicvenieEt has been jealously guarded as an
official tecret, too important even to be whis-
J^rc-d. but the authorities d Pall Mall certainly
expect that the siege willLe raised by the end
ffthe week.

Mr. Chamberlain's speech on the Australian
Commonwealth bill yesterday was a masterly

Performance He was eloquent and sympathetic
'"wpecting ninety-nine points on which there
"\u25a0 \u25a0• difference of opinion, and minimized
with tact and ckil! the hundredth point, on which

'-\u25a0•\u25a0 Jm&eris! Government considers an an en l-
ir.f-nt necessary, it •,\u25a0• Ian \u25a0 droll appeal to the
Australian Premiers not it weaken even the
"nail link 'in': . the colonies to -..- mother
country. lvito enable Mr. Barton and the other
delegates to follow the advice of the Judiciary

BULLER'S ARMY DRIVES BOERS FROM

BIGGARSBERG RANGE.

ICopjrisht; 1000: By The >.>w-Ycrk Tribune.]

[BY CARLE TO Tin: TBIBCXE.]

London. May 15, 1 a. m.—Sir Redvers Buller'9
army has been in motion since Thursday and
has succeeded in turning the Boer positions on
the Blggarsberg range. His three divisions have
been encamped since the relief of Lady smith
east, west and south of the scene of the pro-
longed siege, with the cavalry scouts at Acton
Homes on one flank and at Wessels Nek, beyond
Elandsteagte. on the other side, and with the
reserves at Pieter's Drift and Colenso. The
Boers have held the nlwi| range, or the
series of mountain spurs running from Tintwa
Pass toward Hilpmakaar. These spurs are
over 4,000 feet at the highest points, and the
defensive positions selected by the Boers
served the double purpose of blocking the Brit-
ish advance northward toward Glencoe and
I-.a!ng'« Nek, and at preventing a passage over
the Buffalo River at Rorke's Drift, and the in-
vasion of the Vryheid District of the Transvaal.

Mr Redvers Bulier, by stationing one division
at Elandslaagte. has seemed to be bent upon
following the railway northward, although the
armchair strategists in London have persisted
Insending him westward across the Drakensberg
hills throunh Van Reenen's Pass into the Free
State, to eo-ODerate with Lord Roberts. His
advance has been neither north nor west, but
toward makaar. and in turning the Eig-
garsberg poßttfcwnl he has secured control of the
road leading across Rorke's Drift toward Vry-
heid and Utrecht.

A,•': BUY YOUR LACKS AT O'NEILL'S,

A Spec! »1 Sain beginning to-day and to last until
Thursday.- ice their Advertisement.

-
lth Aye., an.i

to 21bt St.—Advt. .•?-#'•-.

CENTRALLY LOCATED.
New West Md Street Station. Pennsylvania Rail-

road.- "Phone call for Penna. It. It.Cub, "iCI-Unh
Street."— Advt.

I have received the requisition paper* from
Wush!nKtcn. and haw communicated with Govern-
or Roosevelt in regard to the hearing which is
always allowed the defendants In extradition cases.
The matter will be hurried, and Ipresume the
hearing Will be held not Inter than Wednesday. At
the hearing Neely's attorney!! will have an op-
portunity to present th. t- reasons for objecting to
the prisoner's removal. The papers do not differ
:. \u25a0 m other ri-fiulHltlous issued for tradition to
Cuba; The paper? Include the request of Governor-
General Wood and \u25a0 copy of 'I"" proceeding! in
Havana. \u0084

The result of the investigation at the local
pcstifTlce is the suspension of Postmaster Thomp-
son, who was Installed in April of last year,
He willremain at his own house for the present.
Mr. Sheridan will till his place for the present.
Moya and Mascaro, stamp sellers in the main
office, have also been arrested, and further ar-
rests are expected to-morrow. As many as six
others have been placed under the closest super-
vision, and they will be arrested as soon as their
{services can be spared.

Messrs. Reeves and Reynolds, the auditors of
the Postal Department, are still under arrest
at their own rooms, in charge of detectives.
Special quarters will, however, be prepared in
some fortress, where all the prisoners connected
With the frauds will be taken as soon as ar-
rested.

E. G. Rathhone desires to say that there Is
no truth in the report, circulated in the United
States, that there is friction between the' mili-
tary authorities here and the Postal Depart-
ment, and that, on the contrary, the most com-
plete harmony prevails between General Wood
and himself, consultations taking place between
them daily. il>- also says he does not consider
it proper in the present circumstances to give
out Interviews for publication.
It appears that the frauds ramified in almost

every possible direction, even the rented boxes
having been made a source of Illegitimate gain.

The Cubans seem to be pleased at at the news.
They declare that the Americans can no longer
boast of superior honesty In Government em-
ployes.

REQUISITION PAPERS FOR NEELY HERE.
In speaking of th? requisition for the extradi-

tion of Charles F. W. Keel;, the chief of the
finance division of the Poatpfflce DoimrtnYent of
Cuba, who If accused of embezzlement and is
out on boll, United States District Attorney lair-

nett iaid yesterday:

HAVANA'S POSTMASTER REMOVED.
MORE ARRESTS ARE LIKELY TO FOLLOW

INVESTIGATION OF THE SERVICE.

Havana, May 14.
—

The extent of the postal
frauds is far greater than originally expected.
The frauds S".-tn to include the local office at
Havana and other offices in the island, and also
outside places which have been used for the
Bale of Bometrf the old Issue of stamps that were
ordered destroyed.

Mr. Bristow will remain in Cuba throughout

the pending investigation and probably until
the service is reorganized. He would in any

event have ,supervision of the inspectors ,CO**
ducting the examination of postal affairs in
Cuba, and his transfer to Havana will bring

him into closer touch with their operations.
Further than the announcer™ nt that Mr. Bris-

tow would go to Havana, the Postmaster-Gen-
eral said there were no new developments in the
situation. He said that there had not been an
intimation that there had been any wrong-
doing in the postal affairs of either the Philip-
pine Islands or Porto Rico. In Porto Rico trie
Director of Posts, Captain Elliott, was a retired
naval officer. He had no experience in postal
affairs, and it was feared that he might make
some mistake, but the entire system was con-
ducted in an exemplary manner. In Cuba the
management had been in the hands of an expert
poEtofflce employe, and it was supposed there
could be nothing wrong there. The situation in
Porto Rico and Cuba, up to the beginning of
this month, was precisely the same, but in the
case of the former both the Military and Postal
authorities had been honest.

Mr. Bristow was appointed Fourth Assistant
at the beginning of the present Administration.
He is a native of Kentucky, but for many years
lived in Kansas, from which State he was ap-
pointed. He bad been engaged in newspaper
work, and for a time was private secretary to
Governor Morrill of Kansas. The chief clerk,
Merritt O. Chance, will be acting Fourth As-
sistant in the absence of Mr. Bristow.

RespectitfS rumors that similar irregularities
to those develoned in Cuba have occurred in
the other insular possessions over which mili-
tary jurisdiction has been extended, it is de-
clared positively at the War Department that,
while the inspectors have been working con-
stantly to Improve the administrative service,
they have not found a single case involving
moral turpitude.

Washington. May 14—The Postmaster-Gen-
eral, after a protracted interview with the
President to-day, annoui ced that Joseph L.
Bristow, the Fourth Assistant Postmaster-Gen-
eral, willproceed to Havana next Wednesday to
take charge of the postal affairs of Cuba. The
Postmaster-General declined to say whether or
not tljo Director-General of Post?, Mr. Itath-
bone, would be suspended. It is said, however,
ihat the fact that Mr. Bristow will assume
these duties (Vies not necessarily indicate that

Mr. Rathbone will be relieved of all connection
with the service. Mr. Bristow outranks the
Director of Port?, and the latter might operate
as a subordinate, though on this point no state-
ment is vouchsafed. The letter directing the
Fourth Assistant to proceed to Cuba is dated
May 12.

TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE INVESTIGATION

INTO POSTAL FHAT'DS.

THE FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-

GENERAL ORDERED TO CUBA.

MAY SUSPEND KATHBONE.

COLUMBUS CINCINNATI. INDIANAPOLIS.
ST. !,OUIB.

Ars all served by splendid train* over the New-
York Central- ....-\u25a0!.'\u25a0 nd Big Four. Call on
New-York Central Ticket Agent and get particu-
lars.—A£vt. „\u25a0— \u25a0

APPEALS TO ALL,
V';:\u25a0'•'\u25a0* car service on the Pennsylvania Railroad."—

\u25a0••• delicacies of the season.—

NEW -YORK, TUESDAY, MAY 15, 1900 -FOURTEEN PAGES.-, T^?^ ât
,,

TIIK ADVANCE IN NATAL.
VCL

-
LX X° 19,539.

BRITISH CAMPAIGN OPENS IN
EARNEST.

CORPORATION COUNSEL WHALEN, WITH HIS COAT AND HAT OFF, BRF.AKTNO GROUND
FOR THE RAPID TRANSIT WORK.

PRICE THREE CENTS.

The situation in the Free State is apparently

unchanged, but General Rundle appears to be
clearing the district east of Thaba Nchu, where

the Boer forces have not yet proved formidable.
Cecil Rhodes sailed from Cape Town yester-

day for Beira. I.X. F.

"The Express**" correspondent in Cape Town

favf that Mafeklr.g was probably relieved on
Sunday or yesterday, but owing to delays in

communication the news ran hardly arrive in

London before to-morrow. Definite intelligence

as to the situation of the garrison and the prog-

res? at the relief column !s. however, altogether

larking.

[Copyrurbt; 1IVX): By The New-York Tribune.]
(by CAPLE to THE none.]

London, May 15, 6 a. in.—No official news has
yet been received with regard to Sir Redvers
fuller's move In Natal, and the accounts from
correspondents at the front leave a good deal to

the imagination. A telegram to "The News"
says that operations were completely successful,

but It must for the present remain doubtful
whether the Boer force that was defeated was
a formidable body or merely a rear guard con-
tingent left to observe General Buller's move-
ments after the main army had withdrawn. It
does not appear from any report yet to hand
that General Bailer had more than a portion of
his force with him.

HUBS FORCED FBOSI STRONG POSE-

ffO> \u25a0 . [OX NKAR DUNDEE
-

KAFEKIXG HEPOBTBD

BELIEVED.

DUNDEE PROP, ABL V TA KEN.


