
JOHANNESBURG SUSPECTS ACQUITTED.
Pretoria, May '_'<; The prosecution has with-

drawn the charges of murder inconnection withthe explosion at the Be?b:e factory at Johannes-
burg aeainst Messrs. LongvfUe and Pen. Bel-gians; William P.eglie and Thomas Richards, a
colored American. All the accused men were
acquitted. An application was made that the
men be rearrested and put over the border, but
this was refused.

M BGHERfi BETTJBXING TO FARMS
- "

Lo«fs Kocfa. a magistrate
Ith*- yyr*-»r*-» state, has surrendered. Be says

Iburghers in the Harrismith-Vr. ,Ie

have returned to their farms, and refu.se
\u25a0gfcfiM: If. as is reported, }-\u0084.-:

Meyn is :n Vrede, he will probably go

There are no indications in the by-elections

that the Government has lost the confidence of
the country . r that any compromise will be
tolerated in the settlement of the issues of the
war. Successors to Sir Richard Webster and
the Marquis of Lome have been elected to the
Commons by largely increased majorities. The
South Manchester poll is an astonishing proof

of the strength of the Unionist party In what

was once a stronghold el Little England ideas
and policies. There could not be a more strik-
ing illustration of the rise and progress of the
new imperialism than the nearly thirty-fold In-

crease in the Ministerial majority in a factory

constituency where the ablest and most con-

sistent Liberal journal. "The Manchester Guar-

dian." has been preaching to empty pews.
These elections have a moral for the country

and hints for party managers.

The moral is that there must be thoroughness

without sentimentality in the settlement of
South African questions on broad lines of Im-
perial interest. The hints for party managers

point to an early dissolution of Parliament, in

order- to allow th* Unionists to take full ad-
vantage of the war feeling and to Intrench them-

selves in the strongholds of power for another
term of six years. The Liberals are almost as
unprepared to meet the Unionist onset as the
Boers are to block the advance of Roberta's
strrng and mobile columns. Sir Henry Camp-

tell-Bannerman lacks the instinct of leadership.

Mr. Asqulth hi in better form than his col-
logues, but the party is now made up of dis-

heartened and scattered commandoes. Mr.
Chamberlain, who is the best politician on the
Unionist side, is known to be in favor of an
appeal to the country in the early autumn. if
not in July, and South Manchester backs him
up. . There are many rumors in the air to-day,

but no decision has been reached by the Min-
isters, nor will there be one until Roberts Is in

Pretoria. Even if the war be brought to a close
by the middle of June, as the most sanguine
military authorities are now expecting will be,

the result. July seems to be out of the question

as the date of a general election. A far more
probable time Is October, the houses of Par-

liament being simply adjourned toward the
end of July, and not prorogued.

Several important personal questions -will have
to be settled before the Unionists appeal r.i the
country. One of these is Lord Salisbury's own
preference for retirement from public life. It
has been rumored many times that he would not
remain in office after the dissolution of the pres-
ent Parliament, and it is known that he was
deterred only by a strong sense of public duty
from retiring under the pressure of his bereave-
ment and his 111 health. The close of the war
in South Africa and the strength of the Union-
ist parry in the country will offer \u25a0 most favor-
able opportunity for bringing his successful
leadership to an end when it has been crowned
with honor.

His retirement will render necessary th» re-
organization of the Ministry, and this is not a
task to be undertaken lightly when It is a
coalition Government, with a statesman of In-
ordinate ambition, like Mr. Chamberlain, strug-
gling to obtain supremacy. There is much In-
teresting byplay behind the scenes, even when
the debates in Parliament are most stagnant.

It is not by any means certain that Mr. Cham-
berlain is anxious to wind up the South African
controversy himself, especially when it Is likely
to prove a most harassing and thankless busi-
ness. He would probably be readily reconciled
to the elevation of Mr Balfour to the peerage

with the honors of Prime Minister and the
labors of the Foreign Office, provided he himself
became either" First Lord of the Treasury or
Chancellor of the Exchequer, with the leader-
ship of the House of Commons; but there would
be a searching of hearts and not a little high
toned profanity amon? old Tories If these
changes were brought about.

Sir Alfred Mllner Is without doubt the best
man for the South African settlement, for he
has contrived to remain on good terms with the
Dutch Ministry of Cape Colony, and has not ex-
cited personal resentment. This Is an Important
qualification for the functions of a peacemaker
when there are at least a hundred thousand
more Dutchmen than Englishmen In South
Africa, and when the confederation, to as.
worked out ultimately on Australian lines, must
be essentially a Dutch scheme under the British
Crown Itis not unlikely that Sir Alfred Milner
would be less embarrassed In working out a
settlement if Mr. Chamberlain were in the
Treasury rather than in the Colonial Off!. the
Dutch In South Africa have come to regard the
campaign as Mr Chamberlain's war. and would
be more easily placated if some other statesman
were in the Colonial Office to settle the condi-
tions of peace and reorganization.

The English preaa is discreet In us public
references to American affairs There have
been few comments upon the reception of
the Boer delegates In Washington, and neither.
President McKlnley nor .--. ••\u25a0.\u25a0, Hay has

A FEELING THATMR. CHAMBERLAINCOULD
SERVE THE EMriRE BETTER THAN IN *

THE COLONIALOFFICE— PRESIDENT

mmOSTI NEUTRALITY.

ICopvrtcht; I!*ifl By Th» New-York Tribune.]

fBT CABtF. TO THE TRIBrXE.I
London. May V. -The losing scenes of th*

war are witnessed with weariness and apathy
by a jaded public. What i=> described succinctly

as Boer-hunting is not regarded as go.-xi sport;

it is necessary, but it hi not glorious. Nobody

finds fault with Lord Roberts, whose work I*
without flaw, but the spectacle of a well
equipped and powerful army pursuing scattered
Dutch commandoes aft«>r a seven months* strug-

gle and gradually dispersing them Is not one
that appeals SiMill to British pride. There
are no signs of public rejoicing over the rapid
advance of Roberts'? army and the retreat of
the helpless Roers from one line of kopjes to
another.

The popular instinct is unerring 1has It
singles out Baden-Powell for hero worship and
enjoins silence respecting the irresi3tib'e march
of Roberta's and Ruller's battalions. M.\f»klnaj

is accounted Justly as a feat •\u25a0>. arms worthy of
the highest place in the records of the British
army, but the conquest of two republics which
have been heavily overmatched in ;\u25a0 n.>rielt-s«
struggle is not regarded as an exploit which
Justifies boastful acclamation, especially when
there were so many blunders during the early

stages of the campaign and so many evidences
of defective generalship and reckless conduct
on the part of officers. There are no signs of
either hypocrisy or cant in the public judgment
upon the results of the campaign, and there is .
much plain speaking

THE POSSIBILITY OF SALISBURY'S RE-

TIREMENT AFTER THE WAR.

LONDON.

NEWS OP TWO CAPITALS.

Funds of the Washington City Postofflce have
been improperly disbursed for over two years,
the irregularities for th" quarter -nding Sep-
tember 30. 1898, amounting to $^o,«nm> or $;?(>.-

<MX>. according to an expert's teport to Controller
Traceweil. Numerous favorites have been car-
ried on two and even three payrolls at Die fame
time at the Washington City Postofflce anJ at
Other postnfflces in the country QUvef H.
Smith, of Indiana, now superlntenient in the
local service, was for about a year simultar-
ly auditor of local postal stations, laborer and
painter of street letter boxes. He drew three

< on(inu<-d on \u25a0i-irnili |»nt«<*.

FUNDS OF THE WASHINGTON POSTOFFI^E
AND ITS PORTO RIfAN BRANCH

SAID TO HAVE BBBN IM-

PROPERLY DIBBUBBED.

Washington. May 26 (Special).— This morning

reports were published In "The Washington
Post" and several other newspapers alleging

that grave financial and other official irregular-

ities existed in the administration of the Wash-
ington City Postofflc»» and Its Porto Rican
branch. The Washington Postoffice. like other
first class offices, is under the control and super-
vision of the First Assistant Postmaster-Gen-
eral. The accusations were summarized In "The
Post" as follows:

MORE IRREGULARITIES ALLEGEP.

Itis expected that the committee willbegin its
investigation in Washington, where It will find

in the files of the War Department general state-
ments of the receipt and expenditure of the

Cuban revenues, and some documentary infor-
mation of much greater importance, perhaps. In
the shape of special reports and official commu-
nications and memoranda relating to the ad-

ministration of fiscal and other civil affairs in

Cuba since the occupation of the island by the
military authorities of the United States:

SCOPE OF THE INQUIRY DEFINED.

All this information will be found pertinent

and valuable, and it will doubtless be carefully

studied and digested as a preliminary to the
very comprehensive investigation the commit-

tee is to prosecute, the scope of which is care-
fully defined by the resolution, which, as
amended ano" a I'pted, *cads as fol!.. \u25a0

-
Resolved. That the Committee on Relation;;

with Cuba is hereby directed to investigate and
report to the Senate as early as practicable re-
gardlncr thr

-
moneys received and expended in

the island of Cuba by. through and under the
officials and representatives of the United States,
both civil and military, from the date of the
occupation of Cuba by the military forces of the
United Ptates until and including April ;-?<>. 1900.

Said committee shall investigate and report as
to receipts as follows: From customs, from pos-
tal service, from internal revenue, from all
other sources, specifying the details as far as
practicable, and particularly the places where
and dates within which said amounts wet' col-
lected or received and the officer or officers col-
lecting and receiving the same, as well as the
law or authority under which said amounts were
in each instance so collected or received.

Said committee shall investigate and report as
to the expenditures of the said amounts so re-
ceived, the necessity and propriety thereof.
specifying in classes and in detail, so far as
practicable, said expenditures, and particularly
the work, services or property for which said
expenditures were made, arid the value thereof,
also the law or authority under which each of
said expenditures was made, the officer, civil or
military, by whom said expenditure was au-
thorized, and the officer, civil or military, by
whom said expenditure was made, and the par-
ticular fund from which the money was taken
for said expenditure.

Said committee shall also report a statement
of all public works of every kind, including
buildings, wharves, railroads and all other
structures built or constructed, improved, re-
paired or decorated by or under the authority
of any such officer, civilor military,and in each
Instance the cost, value, necessity and pro-
priety of the same, and the uses to which said
buildings or structures have been put. Where
said buildings and works were constructed or
improvements were made by contract, or where
the material used in the same was furnished by
contract, the committee shall report copies of
each of said contracts and the names of all par-
ties interested in each of the same.

Said committee shall also report a statement
of the personal property which was purchased
or procured and intrusted to any officer, civil
or military, in Cuba within said times, the codt
and value of the same, and the uses to which
said property had been put and the disposition
which has been made thereof.

Said committee is authorized to conduct said
investigation and make such report by sub-

committee or committees appointed by the chair-
man, and the committee or any sub-committee
thereof is authorized to sit during the recess of
Congress at such place or places in the United
States or Cuba as may b"3 necessary, and is
empowered to send for persons and papers, is-
sue subpoenas, administer oaths, examine wit-
nesses, employ stenographers, expert account-
ants and other necessary assistance, and the ex-
penses of said investigation shall be paid out
of the contingent fund of the Senate upon
vouchers approved by the chairman of the com-
mittee.

COMPOSITION of THE COMMITTEE on RE-

LATIONS WITH PfBA ASSURANCE OF

AN IMPARTIALAND SEARCH-

ING INVESTIGATION.

[bt telegraph to the tr'tne ]
\u25a0vVnphingrton, May 20 —

The passage by thp Sen-
ate to-day of the Racon resolution, providing for
a thorough investigation by the Committee on
Relations with Cuba of the fiscal affairs of that
island for the period from the date of the sur-
render of sovereignty by Spain and the occupa-
tion by the United States to and including April
30, 1000, willbe hailed with general ifnot unani-
mous approval throughout the country as well as
in Washington. The Senate is to be congratu-
late.! for having amended the original resolution
so as to make it more effective by providing for
a most rigorous and searching investigation.

The composition of the Senate committee by

which the investigation will lie made is a satis-
factory assurance that the spirit as well as the

letter of the resolution will be faithfully ob-
served. The chairman is Senator Platt, of Con-
necticut, than whom there is not an abler or
more conscientious me.nber of the Senate, and

his Republican colleagues
—

Senators Aldrich,
Cullom. DaviH, McMillan, Chandler and Spooner—

are all men whose names are widely known
and whose reputation for ability and integrity

is a certificate in advance that the inquiry will
be an Impartial and thorough one. and that the
conclusions and findi.igs willbe accepted and re-
garded as satisfactory. The same remarks ap-

ply to Senator Teller in all respects, and his
ripe judgment and judicial temperament will

be of great assistance to his colleagues on every

occasion and on both sides of the committee.
Of the two Democratic members, Mr. Money

is thoroughly equipped for the work, having had
the benefit of many years' experience in Con-
gress, while Mr. Taliaferro, who first entered
the Senate last December, Is a business man
of large experience both as a merchant and
banker. Mr.Rutler. the Populist, is the young-

est member of the committee, but he has had

the benefit of considerable practical experience,

and no doubt will contribute his share to the
investigation if It shall be conducted by the

committee as a whole.

THE SENATE ADOPTS THE BACON

RESOLUTION.

CUBAN INQUIRY ORDERED.

FhVl* i!l1i!l1 Hall. Stamford. N. Y. Excursion, West
f k 'n 1y '?\u25a0 **• includinghotel. Good until June«- X v. Jenkins. 175 £th aye., Monday. 3-s.— Advt.

, , wo in CaiskiJls by Day Line Bteamers\u25a0»« KiteMay 'Al0June 5. Sea advU-Advt.

XORWArS WARLIKE PREPARATION.
Christianla, May —The Storthing unanimously

has voted credit to the amount of 1.000.000 kronen
for new quick firing field guns. It has also voted
500,000 kronen for the first instalment for fortifica-
tions \u25a0' Christianas ltd

The Ministry has announced its determination to
resign, because the Prince Regent has refused to
sanction the 'i'onnage, Tax bill.

DYSPEPSIA. CATARRH OF THE STOMACH,
Gastritis. Nausea Impaired Digestion, cured where
all else fails. Doctors heartily indorse it. MAN-
A-CEA, Natural Spring Water. Druggists, or 22
Leu vet -Advt.

A dispatch from London announces the arrival of
Mr.Ralph in England, Invalided from the Cape. It
Is added that he may suffer the loss of a leg from
Injuries received in South Africa.

Julian Ralph Is one of the best known, host liked
and ablest of American newspaper men. He has
been in South Africa for "The Daily Mail." for
which paper he has done some brilliant work. Mr.
Ralph la Just forty-seven years old to-day. He
got his education in the common schools, in coun-
try printing offices, and then became a reporter on
"The New-York Sun." doing notaole. work for that
newspaper. While with "The Sun" he began writ-
Ing for the Harpers, and finally devoted himself to
travelling and writing for that house, his articles
appearing in "The Weekly" and "The Monthly."
For a time la 1896 he was London correspondent for
"The New-York Journal," and was a correspondent
in the field during the Grar>eo-Turkinh War.
Among Mr Ralph'? books are the following: "On
Canada's Frontier." "Our Great West," "People
We Pass" and "Alone In China."

JULIAN RALPH A CRIPPLE.
THE WELL KNOWN CORRESPONDENT RE-
TURNS TO ENGLAND—MAY LOSE HIS LEG.

London, May Julian Ralph is evidently hav-
ing rather a hard time of it. His description of
his physical condition, written for 'The Daily
Mail," is as follows: '\u25a0

Battered externally disordered Inside, unable to
digest food for weeks, nursing bruises and ail-
ments a half dozen at once, Ilook upon this waras having ill repaid me for the kindly and jubilant
tone in which Ihave dealt with It. And. oh how
sick of it Iam! How deadly, unutterably sick I
am of it! The lons months of sand diet and hard
faring under Methuen took from me ,i stomach
which an ostrich would have envied, and ex-changed for it a second hand, worn out apparatus
which turns upside down at the approach of any
food except diluted milk. A piece of a Boer shell
which hit me on the chest made me faint and
weary for many days, and then a novel method ofalighting from a Cape curt into a trench, with
the cart on top of me, left me one legged for fiveweeks, after which Ifound myself with a lowclass, no account limb in which !have no confi-
dence. Upon my recovering this Inferior and
makeshift other leg. my horse shot me Into a wire
fence, which tore both arms Into *=hreds. paint-
ed one thigh like an omelette and the other like a
South African sunset, and left me an internal
fracture, which Imust keep as a perpetual souvenir
Of what we are all beginning to speak of as "the
bore war."

Try to imagine the spirit? of a mm fashioned in
the image of hi« Creator who finds himself thus
gradually changing into an exhibit for a medical
museum, and you begin to obtain a glimpse of the
fatigue with which Inow view this war.

SPENSER WILKINSON'S REVIEW.

SUMMING UP THE SITUATION IN SOUTH

AFRICA.

London. May 27.—Spenser Wilkinson, review-
ing the situation at the seat of war in South
Africa for The Associated Press, says:

Lord Roberts is keeping a tight hand on all
telegrams, in order not to disclose his moves.
After occupying Rhenoster, he pushed his left
wing at once toward Parys, where the Vaal
River was crossed on Thursday. The whole
army seems to have changed its direction to the
left, as General Hamilton's original right wing
was to-day at Boschbank, half way from Parys
to the railway bridge at Viljoen's Drift,which is
being watched by Roberts's scouts.

General Hamilton probably crossed the Vaal
to-day, assisted, ifnecessary, by a march up the
river of the force that crossed at Parys. The
whole force probably will be across the Vaal
by Sunday afternoon. Johannesburg then will
be two marches distant.
Isuppose that I>ord Roberts will push on

General Hamilton, and perhaps General French,
to turn the Boers, wnile Generals Tucker and
Pole-Carew will attack in front.

The Boers, as usual, must either be enveloped
or go. Very special exertions will be made to
cut off their retreat, as Lord Roberts is now de-
termined to capture them if possible. He re-
lies fully on lan Hamilton, whose combination
of fire and prudence justifies every sonfi'lenc ••
Ifthe Boers escape toward Pretoria Roberts

will likely follow swiftly, and be at Pretoria in
less than a week.

The Boers say that they have retaken Heil-
bron. General Roberts will neglect that, but will
guard his railway, whichIthink he willnot wait
to repair before going to Pretoria.

General Buller at Laing's Nek is eight or nine
marches from Johannesburg, supposing that
the road is clear. Roberts's advance must make
the Boers at Volksrust uneasy, and so will
facilitate Buller's advance.

General Hunter, when at Mafeking, will be
eleven marches from Pretoria, and it is imprac-
ticable therefore for the Boers to make any
serious resistance at Pretoria, where to wait
would mean to be hemmed in between three
British armies.

The Boer plan is to retreat to the Lydenberg
Hills, which would postpone, but not avert, the
catastrophe, but the condition and strength of
the Boer forces after the coming week's opera-
tions remain to be seen. Possibly the difficulties
of supply may compel General Roberts to pause
on the Vaal and repair the railway, thus giv-
ing time .\u25a0.- .Generate Bvjle,jr,an.& liun\er. to in-
vade the .Transvaal. Ifancy, however, that
Lord Roberta willdefer the bolder course, and
try to end this war right now.

Many points In the recent operations are ob-
scure. Thus the Ions: pause of General Lyttel-
ton at Sunday's River and the subsequent
silence suggest that he may co-operate with
General Rundle to finish the Free Staters' re-
sistance. There has been no distinct report
from General Methuen since that from Hoop-
stad. He probably crossed the Vaal near Parys.

Lord Roberts marches on a very broad front
with his cavalry wings thrown forward. Gen-
eral Buller probably cannot adopt the same
plan in the very rugged country of Northern
Natal, but once Buller is up the hills on th»
tableland of the Transvaal he will be able to
spread out and move rapidly.

Lord Roberts' has a wonderful power of pick-
ing a special man for every special work. Lan
Hamilton, the brilliant General, was shot to
pieces at Majuba in the first Boer war. Since
then he has made a great mark in training
the Indian army to shoot straight, and was him-
self one of the best officers in India. Another
tried and able man is Sir William Nicholson,
who was chief of staff to General Lockhart in
Tirah. He is now running all the transport
for General Roberts, whose army, since It
reached Bloemfontein, has been well supplied.
Nothing shows the great commander more than
his finding such men and giving them free hand.
Roberts himself has incomparable dash and
boldness, coupled with great circumspection,
hence Iexpect rapid strokes now that the crisis
Is at hand.

GENERAL RORERTSS ANNOUNCEMENT.
OFFICIAL TIDTNGS OF THE CROSSING OF

THE VAAL.

London, May 26—The War Office has received
the following dispatch from Lord Roberts:

Wolve Hock. Orange Free State, May 28.—An
advanced portion of this force crossed the Vaal
River on the Queen's Birthday near Parys.

Hamilton's column is at Boschbank. Our
scouts are now at Viljoen's Drift (on the fron-
tier, north of Wolve Hock).

The local mines are uninjured and work Is
going on as usual. There is no enemy this side
of the river.

Hunter reached Vryburg May 24.

BOERS ADMIT THE CROSSING.

BRIDGE OVER THE VAAL AT VEREE"NTGING
81/)WN UP.

Pretoria. May 26.—An official bulletin says:

The British have crossed the Vaal at Grobler'sDrift,near Parys.
The high level bridge at Vereeniging has been

blown up by the Federals.
General Dutoit advises that the burghers are

coming forward in force, determined to fight to
the end.

After retaking Heilbron the Federals followed
the British as far as Wolve Hook.

northward toward Laing's Nek, if he finds any
followers.

DEPORATION DAY EXrt'RSIONS
Half fare to Niagara Falls, Thousand Islands

and Adirondack Mountains, \la New York Central.
Particulars from tlrket agents.

—
AJv t_

Policeman Gunson placed Wilson under arrest

and started to th^ station house. Wilson's com-
panions and several other friends endeavored to

take the man away from the policeman, but
v.ere prevented by the free use of the police-

man's club. Four of the men then ran to the
Ninety-nlnth-st. elevated road station, taking
with them a large number of stones, rushed past

the guards and started to walk in the direction
of the One-hundred-and-sixth-st. station. At
One-hundred-and-flrst'-st. they came up to Gun-
son with his prisoner, and started to pelt the
policeman. Gunson took refuge in the middle of
the roadway and escaped getting hit. At One-
huriiired-and-fourth-st. Gunson handed his pris-
oner over to Detective Dickson and then ran to
the East One-hundred-and-sixth-st. station. He
Started to walk toward the Ninety-ninth-st. sta-
tion, and captured one of the man on the tracks.
The snan said he was Thomas McMahon, twenty-
cne years old, of No. 1,513 L.-xington-ave.

During the time th" men were on the tracks
traffic on the road was at a standstill, the en-
gineera stopping their trains, fearing they would
kill the men if they tried to pass them. A large
crowd was gathered along the avenue, It being
feared that the- men on the road overhead would
be run down and killed.

Gunson had Just returned to his pr.st when he
was ailed into the saloon of E. J. Curry, a;
Ninety-eichth-st.. and Third-aye., to queli an-
other tight. Michael Caper, twenty-four rears
old, of No. 1 ,7«»4 Third-aye., had refused to
pay for a diitik served oy J. J. Weiehel, the bar-
tender. A fight took place, during which Caper
struck 'he bartender over the head with an
iron twlneholder, inflicting a severe scalp
wound. Caper was locked up.

RUFFIAXB OX ELEVATED TRACKS.

THEY PELT A POLICEMAN WITH A PRIS-
ONER AND DELAY TRAINS-MEN RE-

FT'SE TO PAY FOR DRINKS

Patrolman Gunson, attached to the East One-
hundred-and-fourth-st. station, was stoned last
evening by a gang of toughs who were on the

elevated road tracks between Ninety-ninth and
One-hundred-and-sixth st. stations in Third-
ave. None of the stones struck th» policeman

or the prisoner in his charge.

For several weeks Captain Haughey. of the
East One-hundred-and-fourth-st. station, has
received complaints from the saloonkeepers in
Third-aye., near Ninety-ninth-st.. that men
would enter the saJoon and after ordering
drinks would refuse to pay for thorn, saying
that they had already paid for them.

Last evening John Wilson, twenty-three years
old, of No. 1.592 Third-aye, accompanied by

two other men, entered the saloon of Peter Leon-
ard, at No. L'ui East Nin-»iy-ninth-st.. and
ordered drinks. Leonard asked the man for the
pay. and was told that the money had been
passed over the bar. A rough and tumble fight

took /ilace.

There is considerable feeling against allowing

the men to be admitted, however, and they may

be barred out on other grounds. An immigrant
who is "a pauper or likely to become a public
charge" cannot be admitted, and as the two
men have by their own admissions only a small
amount of cash, all of which is borrowed, and
have apparently no prospects, they may be held
to fall under the latter portion of the statute.
It is not thought that the murdering of Sir
Frederick Cavendish and Mr.Burke willbeheld
to have been a political crime, for the commis-
sion of which immigrants are not in general
excluded. The general opinion seems to be that
the crime should be considered as ordinary
murder, and that if all other arguments fail the
men should not be admitted on the ground that
their crime was a political one. Ifit is decided
to exclude the men- they have the right of ap-
peal to the Treasury Departments ... Neither Com-

\u25a0•• of
' , iteration FUchle nor "A ~*tsMrtt

Commissioner McSweeny has given any inkling
of how the case will be decided.

The assassination of Lord Cavendish was the
result of a plot of the "Invincibles" to murder
"Buckshot" Forster. Chief Secretary of Ireland,
on account of his obnoxious enforcement of the
Coercion act. When Forster learned that a se-
cret tribunal had decreed his death he fled. He
was succeeded by Lord Cavendish, who essayed
the part of peacemaker. Lord Cavendish and
his secretary, Mr. Burke, were walking in
Phoenix Park, when several men drove rapidly
up in a Jaunting car and a cab, jumped out and
in a twinklingstabbed the two men to death
with surgeons' knives. They drove away, and
the crime remained a mystery for some time.
Then one of the murderers "peached," and the
criminals were brought to justice. Some were
hanged and the rest were imprisoned. Fitzharris
was believed to have been the man who drove
the" cab. Mullet made a ferocious attempt to
murder Judge Lawrence and Foreman Field of
the Grand Jury investigating the tragedy. The
brutal and cowardly nature of the murders
arou3ed the indignation of the world at the
time.

There were no Irishmen at the pier yesterday
to meet Mullet and Fitzharris. O'Donovan
Rossa, of "The United Irishman," tried to see
the men while they were at the Barge Office, but
was not allowed to do so.

Neither of the Irishmen had any idea that
they might be excluded from this country. This
matter will not be decided until to-day and
possibly not until later. The men were taken
to the Barge Office with the rest of the Lu-
cania's immigrants yesterday afternoon, and
after being registered were sent to Ellis Island
for the night, as it was then late in the day.

This morning the Roard of Special Inquiry will
decide whether the men are to be admitted or
not. The statute excludes from this country

immigrants "who have been convicted of a
felony or other infamous crime or misdemeanor
involving moral turpitude." Mullet and Fitz-
harris have been so convicted, but they have
been pardoned and there is a decision on record
which holds pardoned convicts not to be within

the prohibition of the law. So this question is,

perhaps, not settled.

Mullet and Fitzharris talked freely while the
steamer was coming up the Ray, and both
avowed their intention of making somo money
over here and then returning to Ireland. They
came across on borrowed money and what cash
they have is lent them. They spoke indiffer-
ently of their prison experiences. "Skin-the
goat" alleged cruel treatment in Chatham
prison.

"You ought to be dumped," he said, "for talk-
Ing about England that way on an English
ship."

The two ex-convicts had an interesting voy-
age, for their pronounced views on Irish politics
kept them in trouble with the rest of the steer-
age passengers fron the minute the ship left
Queenstown. The trouble culminated a few
days ago. when "Tom" Carncn, a young Irish-
man in the steerage, who is something of an
athlete, took the two Fenians by the neck and
shook them Into silence.

DETAINED AT ELLIS ISLAND UNTIL TM-

MIGRATION OFFICIALS DECIDE

ABOUT THETR ADMISSION.

Joseph Mullet and James Fitzharris. alias
"Pkin-the-Ooat," the Irish ex-convicts who
were convicted of complicity in the murder of
Sir Frederick Cavendish and Mr. Burke in
Phoenix Park, Dublin, in 1882, arrived here yes-
terday In the steerage of the Lucania. Both
men were sentence 1 to life imprisonment for
their complicity in the crime, but. they received
pardons a few months ago. They have no
money of their own. and say they have no
friends here, hut they have come to this coun-
try to earn some money by giving lectures.
The question cf their admission to the country
has not been decided yet.

IRiSH EX-CONVICTS HERE.

ST. OVER AT NIAGARA FALL*
And breath*

,5,
5?m® of its own*and get a new lease

of life, by taking th* New York C«otr*i th* nut
Urn* you so »e»l.-Advu

Pull service of the. Hudson River Pay Line In
Operation fur Decoration Day. Music.—Advt.

DECORATION DAY EXCURSIONS.
Half fare Is Niagara Falls, via New York Cen-

tral. Particulars from ticket agents.— Advt.

LARGE FORCE OF POLICE

BPlween five hundred and seven hundred men

trere prepared for the assault; some of them

marched to the scene, while others were taken

in all the available patrol wagons of the city.

Twenty men were behind the intrenehments.
and Commander Niles said he expected fifty

more. All were armed with Springfield rifles,

and each man had thirty rounds of ammunition.
Behind the forts were seven hundred rounds and
seventy-five additional rifles. The police said
the invaders had a machine gun. but this was
denied by the commander. After . >nsi«ierable
parleying, while the police were preparing for
the assault, the invaders decided to surrender to

an overw helming force.
The sloop Lkelberg put out from the foot of

Fifty-eightn-st. late last night, carrying the
Streettr cohorts. Niles acted as admiral, an«l it

was not until 1o'clock that a landing was made
at the foot of Superior-st. Twelve sentinels were
detailed to guard the approaches on Lake
Shore Drive and Superior-st. The remaining
men were detailed to throw up the trenches, and
by daylight they were in readiness. The forts
were holes in the ground about sixteen feet
square, topped with heavy stOM slabs, and one
occupies each of the corners of the street inter-
section, having been constructed in the parkway.
The fort on the south side of the street Mies the
American flag. Just back of the fortifVation a
temporary shelter was erected for the provisions.

As the morning wore away and crowds of
spectators began to arrive to witness the strange
sights of armed men in the uniform of the
United States Army stopping people on the
highways, the sentinels rapidly lost patience,
and many acts of brutality were seen.

TAKEN AS A JOKE AT FIRST.
The North Shore residents and visitors were

at first inclined to take the affair as a joke, and

to laugh about the army of invasion and the

"tin soldiers." A few who tried to pass through

the lines were obstinate when toM by the sen-
tries that they could not do so. Many recehred
: prods with bayonet^, and a lriver of a
buggy by the name of Murphy, with .ilittlegirl

beside him. was struck on the head with the
butt end of a rifle. Secretary Brby, of the Lin-
coln Park Board, drove to the seen* of the
trouble and attempted to pass through the lines.
Hi> borae almost ran down the sentry, and it
was not until the ominous click of the trigger

on the gun was heard that the buggy was
stopped. Secretary Brby then turned and made
Inquiries fi >in several newspaper men r-garding
the strength of the forces. When he left he re-
marked that the Lincoln Park Board WOUM
come after those fellows with as great an equip-

ment as they could muster.
Captain George Streeter was not with his

cohorts when they landed to-day. He was bald
Ing court in the Themont House, where h tf
in company with the "Chief Justice of the i-,

tri t of Lahs Michigan." Charles Lamereaux.
former Commissioner of the United States Land
Office The \vhol»» question is in the courts and
it is simply tbe le^al point of being In posses-
sion of the land that Captain Streeter and his
people are trying to establish by their present

tactics.

Frowning intrenehments and uniformed senti-

nels pacing the Lake Shore Drive, at the foot
of Superior-st.', were revealed by the first rays

of the sun to-day. Captain George Streeter's
army of invasion had come in the night by
way of the lake, and had again taken possession

of the "District of Lake Michigan." The men
were armed, provisioned for a month's siege,
and the determined look of the garrison indi-
cated that this was no mere sortie, but a mili-
tary movement carefully planned and executed.

QUESTION OF AUTHORITY.
Corporation Counsel Walker advised the city

that it had no authority to oust Streeter's forces,

as they were occupying park property. At a
conference of officials held at the City Hall it
was decided that Sheriff Magerstadt had power
to act in the matter, and he was requested to do.

President Wlckersham of the Park Board
was of the opinion that the Park Board had
power to act, and he himself went to the park

to take charge of affairs. While these confer-
ences were going on a breach of the peace oc-
curred, and the city authorities decided to act.

A fourteen-year-old boy, Reuben Manley, of
No. 214 Rush-st.. was struck in the knee by one
of four bullets tired into the crowd by "Judge"

William Niles, commander of the Streeter forces.
Captain Baer. chief of the Lincoln Park Palice,

had driven to the scene at the request of Secre-
tary Krby, of the Board, who had appeared
early in the morning, and had been uncermoni-
ously stopped by the sentinels. Captain Baer
was accosted by Niles, and upon attempting to
argue with him over the obstructing of the
Lake Shore Drive, the latter raised his repeater

and fired several shots at the police captain at

a distance ift thirty feet, but missed.

POLICE OFFICERS HORSE, KILLED.
The captain lashed his horse to full speed and

escaped, although his horse was shot. a.v.l d'edin
about an hour. The harness and buggy were
damaged. Detective Hiatt, of the East Chicago-

ave. station, also was fired at by Niles, and es-
caped unharmed, the bullet passing through the
lapel of his coat. The commander then turned
the rifle at the crowds surrounding the deadline
and emptied the magazine, hitting the boy.

All this time one lone municipal policeman

was present at the trouble. Captain Revere, of

the East Chicago-aye. station, and Captain Baer

ordered no move to be made until Inspector
Heidelmeir gave the orders. The inspector was
awaiting instructions from Chief Kipley.and the
Chief was in conference with Corporation Coun-
sel Walker. The police were chary about taking

hold of the matter, owing to the outcome of the
case last summer, when Streeter was not held
by the justices after his arrest. As soon as
shots were fired by the Streeter forces, however,
every available man on the beat was ordered to
the East Chicago-aye. station and ordered to be
in readiness for a move.

A riot call took a patrol load of officers to the
lake shore, but the officers gave up the job as
a bad one, and returned without accomplishing 1

anything. Captain Revere then called the men
together, read the Riot act to them and ardered
them equipped with rifles.

FORCIBLE POSSESSION OF MADE LAND

IN LAKEMICHIGANDISPUTED

BY POLICE.

[BY TELEGRAPII TO THE TRIBUNE.]
Chicago. May 26.—Chicago was thrfatened

with a revolution within her borders from an
early hour this morning till late this afternoon.
Then the body of armed men which had taken
forcible possession of some mad* land the title
to which is in dispute quietly surrendered to
the police, and the trouble was settled for the
time being. In the course of the excitement
one small boy was shot in the leg. and several
other persons were roughly handled, being

beaten with the butts of rifles and clubs. Thou-
sands witnessed the struggle for possession of

the disputed land, and about five hundred po-
lice upheld the supremacy of Chicago In carry-
ing out the orders of the authorities to clear the
tract of the squatters, who term themselves
"citizens of the District of Lake Michigan."

Several times in the course of the day itlooked
as ifa serious encounter would result, as the

"citizens" were determined and used their rifles
and revolvers promiscuously. They drove off
the first detail of police, but when surrounded
by five hundred custodians of the peace they

surrendered— that is, fiveof them, the other ten
having escaped by water. The five were taken
to the police station and will be held on the
charge of bodily assault, with Intent to do
murder.

CHICAGO'S SQFA TTER WAR.

FIND A SUMMER HOME IN THE CATSKILLS.
Half rate Excursion good seven days on all West

Shore Traina next Tuesday and Wednesday.— Advt.

PRICK FIVE CENTS.YOLY0L LX X°- 19.55 L

Illi: VAAL CROSSED.

STEADY PROGRESS OF ROB-

ERTS' ARMY.

Although the Federal troops have been re-
treating so rapidly from their positions in the

Free State. it is considered highly probable that
they will make at least one big effort to main-
tain their possession of the Rand.

No news from Natal has been received this
morninc. I.NT. T.

T>niTISH TROOPS ONLY FORTY MILES

FROM JOHANNESBURG YESTERDAY.

ICoryrigrht; 1000: By The Xew-Tork Tribune.]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Lor.-lon. May 27. 1 a. m.—No particulars of

the crossing of the Vaal near Parys are yet

forthcoming other than those contained in Gen-

eral Roberts's official message.

The reported recapture of Heilbron by the
Boers la not confirmed, and there Is a tendency

to doubt the accuracy of the Pretoria telegram.

If.however, the Boers really occupied the place.

General Roberts should not have much difficulty

in turning them out again.

A summary of the situation places General
.Roberts's centre at Viljoen's Drift on Saturday,

heading directly for Johannesburg, forty miles
distant, with French in the Transvaal to the
west, threatening Potchefstroom and turning

the Boer position at Vereeniging, and Hamilton
to the east, menacing Heidelberg. Dispatches

from Pretoria refer to a British advance upon
b -'mail's Drift, but this was clearly a feint,

as the Vaal was crossed further east, near
Parys. The burghers of Potchefstroom and else-
where were reported to be arming in defence of
their homes, and this was an indication that
thfre would be severe fighting before Johannes-
burg could be taken. Three railways

—
from

Lair-.g*t Nek. Viljoen's and Potchefstroom offer

the Boers facilities for massing their comman-
does in front of Johannesburg, and there will
probably be a battle next week for the possession
of the Rand.

General Roberts's concentrations are unknown,
bnt he must have called up a considerable body
«^f reserves for holding Kroonstad and guarding
Is extended lines of communication. Methucn's
division is somewhere on the left flank, and
General Rundle, in the east, has occupied Ficks-
burs. and is slowly approaching: Bethlehem.

There is no Change in the situation at Laing's
Nek and nothing fresh from Natal, except Colo-
nel Bethune's account of the reverse near Vry-
heid. which he attributes to the impetuosity of
Captain Gorf in attacking an intrenched com-
mando.

Commandant Snyraan is reported as halting
ten miles east of Ma feking and attempting to
block the road to Pretoria, over which Jameson's
raiders passed.

There are fresh accounts of dissensions and
panic at Pretoria, but reports that President
Krugcr Is suing for peace on any terms obtaina-
ble are obviously premature. The Transvaal
burghers have made too plucky a fight to rur-
render without a brave stand somewhere in their
own territory, and President Steyn willprobably
succeed inholding his scattered commandoes to-gether in the Free State until his allies are de
featei

-
IX.F.

ICopyright; I!**>:By The New-York Tribune]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, May 27. 1 a. m. The news from the
front comes slowly when there is only a single

wire from General Roberts's cart to Kroonstad

and Cape Town and all details of the campaign

have to pass over it. Whenever the cart halts
after a lone day's march, this wire brings the
Commander in Chief into touch with Newcastle,
Fleksburg. Bloemfontetn. Kimberley, Vryburg

and Ma ft king,
'
and the complex business of

every branch of the service is transacted
through it. Naturally, the special correspond-

ents can Bake littleuse of it for press messages

r.nd General Roberts himself counts his words

la communicating with the War Office. For

these reasons there are few details of the Brit-

Mladvance across the Vaal. . ,
The passage of the river was first made on the

Queen's birthday by the • left wing, consisting

of French's mounted force. Two cavalry bri-
gade iand a body of mounted Infantry had tak^n
the Potchefstroom road from Kroonstad, turned

the Boer position on the Rhenoster River, di-
verged from the main road eastward, galloped
through Vredefort, and crossed the Vaal Thurs-
day near Parys. The occupation of Vredefort
Is confirmed officially from Pretoria, but General
Rnberts's bulletin carries French's troopers nine
miles further and over the Vaal into President
Kriiger'a territory. There is no evidence that
the passage cf the river was seriously opposed
by the Boers. Lord Roberts, with two infantry

divisions ar.d a mounted force, had been follow-
inc the railway from the PJienoster River, and

'early" Saturday morning »as at Wolve Iloek,

fifteen miles from the Vaal, while his scouts
\u25a0were at VDJoen's Drift. General Hamilton, with

Broadwood's cavalry brigade and an infantry
division, had been advancing steadily on the
right from Heilbron, on the road to Heidelberg,

sad yesterday was at Boschbank, a place, identi-
fied with difficulty on the maps, but apparently
not far from Bosehkop, in the Transvaal.

From Pretoria there is an official report that
De Wet has reoccupied Heilbron. This bulletin,

if correct, proves that the Free State comman-
does have not retreated across the Vaal with
KrOger's burghers, but are hovering on the flank
and rear of th» British right wingand seeking

to capture convoys. General Roberts's own re-
port is that the Boers are no longer south of the
Vaal.

THE ay\tyi:i:saky MARKED by the ix-

YASIUN OF THE TRANSVAAL.

ON THE QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY.

____________________
[Cr>pyr!*h» lOflft. t"y Th» TrlNin*AMHkMIM1
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