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The opportunity given to the art crities this
great portrait in the Royal
Academy caleulated to excite the envy of
@ 1 writers in other fields. The painting is
»» fine that the most exacting can give free rein
to eulozy. Not a dissenting voice is heard. It
is to be observed, however, that every critic
worth his salt who has belauded this painting
Las found much to say that is of value in the
of his own art, which goes to show
that good work always provokes more than a
stration of its excellence, It gives to
the eritic not only delight, but inspiration. He
finds everybody else is

summer by Sargent’s
is

minutie

what

Lhimself saying

ing, but if is worthy of his subject he
bly finds something of his own to say
A really great book, like a really great

is, indeed, a perennial source of stimu-
to the eritic, ever enabling him to exhibit
the principles of eriticism in a new light, ever

s

leading him on to new expositions of the touch- j

stones and standards whereby the highest art
is supported and advanced. Sometimes a very
bad
a similar purpose, through the sheer force of
its imbecility Jdriving the eritic to the statement
of important ideas, It is perhaps only mediocre
work, colorless and empty, that drives him to
and leaves him helpless. But good
work, the best work, is as precious to him in
the exercise of his profession as it is to the lay-
nn who seeks solely to be pleased.

despair

———

Mr., Andrew lLang, laboring in a friendly
spirit, reaches for the scalp of the hack writer
(sometimes found in high places) who practises
the gentle art of what he calls “*Body Snatch-
This technieal phrase means, he says,
“the publication by A of a book of which the
copyrizht, the of B, has just ex-
pircd.” There is no infringement of law in such
publication, but it runs counter to the unwritten
traditions of the publishing world; and if some
publishers will not refrain from violations he
asks at least that men of letters will not lend
countenance to the practice. They should not,
cording to Mr. Lang, write prefaces, introdue-
Jecause

ing.”

possession

e
tions and notes for such publications.
he has himself edited editions of more than one
dead author Mr. C. K. Shorter falls foul of him,
Mr. Lang retorts that if he has written intro-
duections and notes for editions of Coleridge and
Neott *did not make prey of
as soon as the breath was out of the bodies of
their copyrights.” He is rightly of the opinion
that he has injured no man's interest or senti-
ment, and "¢ iinly,” he says, “I worked with
the approval and assistance of the lineal de
scendants of the author of ‘Waverley’ and of

these authors

he
I

'€

the author of ‘Christabel.””  In other words,
tLere are distinetions to be drawn in this mat
ter. It is one thing to edit under the conditions
which Mr. Lang enjoyed when he edited Cole-
ridge and Scott.  But it is quite another thing
to take in hand, unauthorized, a work just pass
ing out of copyrigitt when the author has living

representatives.
—

A Con 10 new

A ST ributor the English
periodical “The Pilot” denounces the gloomy
glibly
in the

novel of our time, which is always

careless writers

labelled “powerful” b

press,  The trick of this kind of writing, as he
remirks, is very es but it is also a fact that
powerful” fiction imimensely impresses the
upcrticial eritic foresaid. If youn object, he
replic “Yes, but this is only another way of
sayi that you eare nothing for art.  What
yvou li an old fashioned, commonplace story
over whicel This, as the
el tn ISCrVes, Is unirue
Th 1den ws not owant a
1 | | til] less does he desire an emetic.”
We recall a brooding author who could not
undel Jd that a manuscript of his, though
H Iy well written, trembled on the brink of
rejoction simply because it was hopelessiy de
M e deplored with compassion the in
difterence to art which he tho Lie saw he
ticisim, failing himself to ve

misery has no place in literature

he art with which it is treated is

irt.  The difficulty is that, just as

ed up a little tech

ainter who has |

s ideas in I

great many speci

ied by “art” in putting any

just
cian so the young author feels
that it i few

may write depressing rubbish which the eritics

notions about literature he

will have to admire as “powerful.” The only
“powerful” novel that is worth reading is the
one that is, ou every couunt, an obvious master

[v':v-wo,

book, by some strange paradox, will serve §

The clever daughter of Lord Lytton, who com-
piled this volume, did not undertake to make
of it anything more a contribution to
history. It is in no sense a biography of Robert
Lytton or of “Owen Meredith.” It
chiefly in his own words, as found in
letters and official documents, the record of the
Viceroy's four years' rule in India.

He was Disraeli's appointee, and he governed
in accordance with the theories

than

private

Disraelian and

Anglo-Indian history. One of his first duties

was to proclaim to the princes of ancient India

the English Queen's new title of Kaisar-i-Hind.
One of his first anxieties was the Afghan ques-
ticn, which, since the beginning of the cen-

tury now ending, has worried successive British

Governments. It was Napoleon's project of ‘an

LORD

expedition by land against British India which,
as Sir Alfred Lyall has reminded us, first im-
rlanted that worry, and it has grown with the

slow shuffle of the big Bear through Central
Asia.

Given the substantial reality of the pos-
sible danger which lurks for England behind

the Afghan mountains, and it may be said that
no amount of 3 and no
reputable method of prevention unjustifiable on

anxiety is unreasonable
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] tothalettoct the-men | plans, necessarily changed, then provided for
‘ North Star burse ovec h_r- aking up the kingdom by the separation of
! { Kandahar under a ruler pr ted by
w no belief in the fonos | ish—this with the object of r
| that same big Bear, but | G ¢ ment » frw.'v.‘\ any depender
| lling the Afghan Ameer | S00dWill or illwill of future Ame Kabul
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| cears before he | 17 England placed Gladstone in
is ib ly told Beaconsfield. Lytton's policy was -
:,M“ ar nee ard India beyond a cer tacked by the new party in power, 1€ -
| tain po would entail upon her war with | Signed. In the succeeding year Kandahar wa
England in every part of the world. It was in | @bandoned, and the . took posses-
1870 that the sian General Kauf be- | Si¢ The Afghan on, however, is far
o it colorless complimentary letter to from settled. The next century will probably
lations with Sher Ali, the Ameer: it revived, and with more serious e« a-
it long before his continuous com- | tions.
) on something of the tone | Lord Lytton, though a poet of sentiment, un-
of a superior addressing a subordinate ally. The | doubtediy shines as the author of clear, terse
| uneasy Afghan's appeal to the Viceroy to cause | and logical political dispatches. As merely lit-
the British Government to “bestow more serious l erary achievements, indeed, they are worth a
attention than they hay rto done on the | legion of “Lucilles.” In the character of a de-
tablishment and maintenance of the boun- | scriptive letter writer, he leaves much to seek I
dar Afghanistan™ called forth from North- | if we may judge by his epistle to the Qu
brook only reassuring platitudes, and ter | quoted in this volume. It deals with the ir

l Russia's

presents, |

his own honest convictions. Those four years
held some of the most interesting episodes of |

| fast
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resentment both inclined him towar
embrace. An attitude of 5-.~'tr:uu:_vm~-nt.
turn into veiled insult and stinging treachs r)'._
what awaited Lytton in the beginning of
dealings with the Afghan. One of his

ready to

was
his

ficial “minutes” quotes Lord Palmerston as ex-
h

pressing to Clarendon the conviction whi

Lytton himself had formed from nearly

twenty

years' practical study of Russian diplomacy
Europe. “The policy of the Rus
sian Government,” said
ways been to push forward its encroac hr
and as far as the apathy or
firmness of other governments would a
go, but always to stop or retire when it s
with decided resistance, and then to wait for
next favorable opportunity to make anot
spring on its intended victim. In

and practice

Palmerston, ‘“have al-

nents

the

furtherance

of this policy, the Rus n Government has al-
ways had two strings to its bow -moderate
language and disinterested professions at
| Petersburg and London; active aggression by
| its agents on the scene of operations

| agegressions succeed locally, the Petersburg
Government adopts them as a ‘fait a

| which it did not intend, but cannot in

| recede from. If the local agents fail, !
?:un disavowed and recalled, and the langua
;prr\lukh)) held is appealed to as a proof that

llhv agents have overstepped their instructions.’

LYTTON

(From a photograph.)

conquest of Khiva Sher Ali's fear and 1 posing ceremonies at Delhi

It must be admitted that the trend of events |

during Lytton’s administration goes to show
that the logical unhindered end of the Ameer’s

| growing contempt for England and timorous
| yielding to Russia would have heen the conquest
{ of Afghanistan by the Eastern empire. The
: Viceroy strove not to bring her under British
:rulo. but to maintain her as an independent
| State, guided by B h inflizence and under

bonds to help and be helped by the British Gov-

attending the proe-

of- |

1 the Bear's | ]amation of her new title of Empress—an 6e
casion which ought certainly to have In pired
| 2 man of brains writing to a womar »f Jins
and a great sovereign. As an e report om
yne of the most remarkavle asser ¥4 of
modern limes it but 4 few
glimpses of the s cturesqu ¢ 3
f the scene. On pr e
native authori some inte g
paragraphs
Sir Dinkur Rao liah's great Minister) said
e my If any man would
ar i.
3 of f1a,
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Let him
4 “ o
ganiz re gnize it at e
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| been in it suc d
| here.”
| Valuable chapters on intarnal Imi tration
|
under Lytton’s rule, on the Vernacular ress
bill and on the Indian il Serviee are 1ded
in the volume, and the reader wil iuly
grateful for the excellent index and a fine P
of the empire. In Lytton’s portrait there is
more of the author of “Laucilie” than of the |

hard headed s
e
CHARLES DICKENS AS AN EDITOR.
From Household Words.
“Household Words” s founded by (
Dickens in 1850. He had tasted of the
waters f’f journalism as the first editor X
[l'.\.xi,\' News." Therer is a legend that Dickens
| edited in state, and that the of printed
maitter were brought up en s rs -
liveried footmen, and not by
devils
When Mr. Dilke (the grandfat

pu

arles
ink

ofs

ent Sir Charles Dilke, M. P.) -
erary man with commercial -
| duced to take The Daily i

| Charles Dickens, followed by his

man and ! ng friend, W. H. ed
to W 1 and > n)
l.n:‘! took an \r-
cade, a Bohem \r-
Caq full of half f them
| S, Aar ir

! next.
It was at the mouth of this tunnei
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