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feaman’s Fund maintained by the company, and
all the survivors would be sent home at the
company’s expense if they desired. Some who
were not injured will sail on the Kaiser Wilhelm
der Grosse to-morrow, and the injured will be
#ent away as soon as they are well enough to
make the voyage.

Desnpite the magnitude of the disaster which
has befalier: the North German Lloyd Line, Mr,
Schwab is not overwhelmed by it, but will send
out the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse to-morrow
from Pier No. 52, North River, at 10 a. m., and
will keep up the regular schedule of sailing. He
will also make provision to-day to take care of
1the incoming passengers who will arrive on
#hips of this line this week, and the work of re-
building the burned piers and warehouses will
be started without delay. Mr. Schwab was asked
if the fire would result in the company seeking
pier room in this city, but he declined to discuss
that point. Mr. Schwab spoke warmly of the
generous action of the Cunard people, and also
wished the thanks of his company conveyed to
all who had helped tave life or property from
the flamos.

THE DEMANDS FOR SALVAGE.

Being asked if he expected large claims for
salvaze to be filed against the Kaiser Wilhelm
der Grosse by those tugboat captains who helped
pull her out into the river away from the burn-
ing piers, Mr. Schwab said he did not look for
very large demands. If the claims made proved
reagonable the company would entertain them,
but f exorbitant claims were preferred the
courts would have to settle them. Mr. Schwab
acknowledged that the ship had no steam up
and was powerless to get awayv from the pier
unajded, and that she had nearly all her cargo
on board. From other sources it was learned
that the tughoat owners are thinking of making
claims which in the aggregate will approximate
$250.000. None of them could be seen at their
cffices yesterday. Captain Bradley, of the United
States revenue cutter Calumet, in discussing the
question of salvage, said:

“It is alt for the courts to decide. The North
German Llovd Company cannot have known all
the tugs that were helping to get its property
out of danger. The steamers will have to be
libelled. Every boat that had a line on the
ships or poured water on them will be entitled
to something. Each will be sure to put in a
large enough bill, bhut it is not customary to
give a large percentage of the saved ship for
salvage. T have not heard of a court giving over
M per cent of the value ®f the property, and
sueh a high rate would oply be granted after
days of work. Here the tughoats spent only a
few hours. For pumping water out of a ship
#nd doing things like that the courts usually
allow £20 an hour. T ehould neot be surprised if
each towboat should value its services at £1,000,
and if there were two hundred of them, as it is
#aid, there would then be a charge of $200,000;
but whether that is a just bill the courts must
Gecide.”

EFFECT OF KEEPING UP STEAM IN PORT.

Mr. Schwabh was asked if it were not false
ecomomy to let the fires go out in the ships’
furnaces while in port, but he said all the trans-
atlantic lines did it. and to keep them up would
seriously interfere with making needed repairs
tn the machinery. and algo with the loading of
the ships. He wis also asked if the portholes
could not be made so large that persons might
crawl through them at a pinch, and he said to
make them larger would dangerously impair
the strength of the ship.

Mr. Schwab spoke highly of the generous offer
made by John W. Mackay, of the Commercial
Cgzble Company, who sent word that all cable
messages from survivars their friends and
relatives in Europe telifng™of their safety would
be sent free. Ne messages came to the eompany
from abroad from relatives of any of the crew,
and this was attributed to the fact that news
spreads slowly in Europe outside the great
cities, especially on Sunday. A couple of hun-
dred persons, however, presented themselves in
front of the North German Lloyds offices in the
Bowling Green Building, but the doors were
kept closed and no information was given out
to them. A brother-#§Efi of Captain Mirow, of
the Saale, called up Mr. Schwab on the telephone
to know if the report of the captain’s death was
true. He was told that 2 body burned to a crisp
had been identified as that of Mirow, and then
+he rung off without giving his name or address.
Mr. Schwab s=ays the captain leaves a widow
in Germany. He had been twenty years in the
employ of the company.

STILL IGNORANT OF ITS ORIGIN.

Of the origin of the fire Mr. Schwab said he
was still ignorant, but he wished to deny the
report that there was any turpentine or splrits
on the piler with the cotiton. He acknowledged
that there was gome oil, but said it was of high
test and difficult to ignite. Mr. Schwab also
denied a report that the Saale and the Main
had been engaged by the German Government
for transport duty. This report, it was said,
was started by J. H. Kennedy, an electrician, of
No. 27 Manhatian-ave.. who had worked on the
Saale for the last two weeks installing new elec-
tric apparatus. He told of a conversation he
had had with Captain Mirow as to the future
use of the ghips. Kennedy left the Saale on
Saturday morning, having completed the work
and pronounced her electric apparatus safe.
He said Captain Mirow had told him a day or
two before that hoth the Saale and the Main had
been sold to the German Government in the last
week, the German Government intending to use
them for transports in the event of serfous
trouble in China. Kennedy said there were
about seven thousand barrels of oil aboard the
vessel, and this may account for the explosions
heard by the firemen. He added that up to the
time he had left the ship there were no passen-
gers aboard her. The vessels were to be turned
over to the German Government after this char-
tered trip, aceording to the statement made by
Captain Mirow to Kennedy.

Mr. Schwab said it was true the Kaiser in-
tended to send troops to China in ships of the
Nerth German Lloyd, but not in the Main or
the Saale,

BUSY AT THE OFFICE.

Accompanied by the dock superintendent, Mr.
Mulier, and the freight manager, Mr. Boner,
Mr. 8chwab arrived at the office of the North
German Lloyd Steamship Company about 1
c'clock vesterday afternoon. The office of the
line was not onen to the public. and all the
blinds were drawn. However, many of the
clerks stayed all day, and the telephone was
kept busy.

Mr. Schwab and his assistants retired to his
private office, where they conferred almost all
the afternoon. Herman Winter. Mr. Schwab’s
secretary, was also present. John P. Faure, ex-
Commissioner of Charities, of 8t. John's Guild,
called on Mr. Schwab and offered him accom-
modations for survivors at New Derp, S. [. He
#ald that the St. John'’s Guild Hospital there
cculd accommodate 270, T do not mean,” he
szid to Mr. Schwab, “that we can accommodats
them to-morrow or the next day, but we are
ready now io take care of all the injured that
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you want to send over. and to do It to-day.”
Mr. Schwab thanked him for the offer and sald
that his offer would probably be accepted ani
some of their men may be sent there.

About 4:30 Mr, Schwab came out of his office
and talked to the reporters. He said, among
other things:

“Affairs are in a very unsettled condition as
yet, and T have been hard at work this morning
gathering up the ends. I have been on a tour
of inspection this mcrning, and in a tug visited
all three of the wrecked vessels, as well as the
Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse, which was docked
at Pier No. 52, North River. The arrangements
for her sailing are the same as were announced
this morning. She will leave on her regular trip
on Tuesday at 10 a. m. In response to mes-
sages from passengers who intend sailing on her
we have instructed them to take thelr baggage
to the Cunard pier, just as they would to our
own.
sail on her fear to do so, but no word of that
kind has reached me officially. I may say the*
she is intact. The flames only scorched her. Mr.
Brown has kindly lent us lifeboats and a life
raft, and the Kaiser is as stanch as she ever
was.

“The Saale was the first vessel which we vis-
ited. From there we went to the Bremen and
the Main. Both of these latter vessels are still
burning. I would not say now that any of them
would be a total loss. After they are pumped

. cut we can tell better what the loss will be.

“The Merritt-Chapman Wrecking Company is
already working on the Saale, and she will be
pumped out as soon as possible. On the deck of
the Saale a body was found to-day which Is
probably that of Captain Mirow. It was burned
beyvond recognition, but Mr. Boner identified a
knife found on the body as one belonging to the
captain. There was also found by him a mass
of molten gold, which is believed to be the re-
mains of the heavy gold chain which the cap-
tain wore,

VISITORS ON THE SAALE.

“There were no passengers on board the
steamehip Saale, and if any bodies are found
other than those of the crew they are the re-
mains of visitors, for Saturday was visiting day
with the line and it is possible that fhere were
a number on board at the time of the fire.

“There were no Christian Endeavor folks
aboard the Saale. They were all to sail by the
Saale from Boston, and Mr. Coleman, thg gen-
eral representative of the Christian Endeavor
Society, called on me and told me there were
none of them aboard. Mr. Coleman wanted me
to supply another ship at once, but I told him
this was impossible.”

THREE DUE THIS WEEK.

Three of the North German Lloyd's steam-
ships are due at this port on Wednesday of this
week. They are the Barbarossa, which sailed
from Bremen on June 23; the Lahn, whieh left
that port on June 26, and the Kaiser Wilhelm
11, which =ailed from Gibraltar on June 25

FEW BODIES IN HOROKEN.
QUESTS FOR MISSING
WITHOUT RESULT.

MANY PERSONS

RBOY FROM THAT CITY PICKS UP A BODY IN
THFE RIVER WHICH PROVES TO
BE HIS FATHER'S.

All day long vesterday Coroner Charles Hoff-
mann’s office, at No. 113 Jackson-st.,, Hoboken,
was thronged by anxious friends and relatives
of men whose continued absence from home led
them to belleve that the missing were victims
of the fire. It was rumored around the city that
thirty or more bodies had been taken to Hoff-
mann's morgue, and there was much disap-
pointment when callers in the morning and early
afternoon hours learned that Hoffmann had only
two bodies in his possession. The bodies were
those of the man and woman who were taken
from the ruins about 5 o'clock Saturday after-
noon.

The woman was identified at 9 o'clock by sev-
eral sailors on the Saale as Mrs. Philomena
Cordes, thirty-one vears old, a stewardess. Mrs.
Cordes jumped overboard and was drowned.
A pathetic incident in connection with the death
of the stewardess is the fact that recently she
became reconciied to her hushand, living in
New-York, from whom she was separated five
vears ago, when he lived in Bremerhaven.
Cordes, it is said, on leaving his wife and chil-
dren, found employment on one of the German
ships, and -his wife subsequently got a place
as stewardess on . he Saale. The ecouple met in
Hoboken several weeks ago, patched up their
differenc2s, and Mrs. Cordes promised to return
to her husband and start housekeeping in Ho-
boken. Mrs. (‘nrdef‘s children are in Bremer-
haven.

The body of the man taken from the river Sat-
urday afternoon was incorrectly identified last
night as Carl Schumacher, a Hoboken long-
shoreman. Schumacher was found alive vester-
day, Hundreds of persong gazed at the body
and were unable to identify it. The corpse was
that of a man about thirty-seven years old, five
feet ten inches in height and weighing about
one hundred and ninety pounds. Both arms were
ccverad with tattoo marks, including the figure
of a man on horseback. Across the chest was an
eagle with stars and stripes, over which were
the words “Veldt Zum Mehl,”" meaning “From
iand to sea.” A key was found in the dead man's
clothes which belonged to a locker on the Saale.

A number of the crew of the Saale saw the
body at 6 o'clock last night and sald they posi-
tively identified it as that of Fred Eriter, a fire-
man on the Saale.

At 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon the body of
Henury F. Kardel, fifty-two years old, of No. 407
gPloomfield-st., Hoboken, a longshoreman em-
ployed on the Bremen plers, was taken to Hoff-
mann’'s morgue. Kardel was a chanceman on
the Hoboken Police Department, and while wait-
ing for an appointment as a patrolman eked out
an existence on the piers.

Among those who went out in rowbeats In
search of bodies was Joseph Kardel, nineteen
years old, a son of the dead man. A body was
found, and young Kardel had held of the rope
which pulled it in. He did not know until the
bhoat reached the shore that the corpse was that
of his father. Kardel’'s body was first taken to
the undertaking establishment of John O'Don-
nell, the official morgue keeper, in Washington-
st., and was afterward removed to Hoffmann's,
at the request of the dead man's family.

Kardel was well known in Schuetzen circles in
Hoboken. He leaves a widow and four children.

Archdeacon William R. Jenvey, rector of St.
Paul's Protestant Eplseopal Chureh, in Hud-
son-st., Hoboken, called at Hoffmann's morgue,
in that eity, at 4:20 o'clock yesterday afternoon
and offered his church and his personal services
in order that the bodies of any victims of the
disaster taken to the morgue and unclaimed
by friends might receive Chrigtian burial. ““Some
of the poor f=llows,” he said. “may not have
relatives or friends on this side of the ocean. |
wish that the Coroner would let me know of any
and all bodies hrought here, and my church wili
be open at any time for funeral services. I do
not want any of them to be interred without a
Christian burial.”
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CENSUS FACTS FROW A
From The Providence Journal

One of the young men who are calling upon the
public for statistics for the T'nited States census
met with an amusing Incident on Tuesday. His
district is in the suburbs of this clty, and, calling
at one house, he rang the bell several times with-
out obtaining any response. A= he was going out
of the yard, however, he noticed that the win-
Adows were open, but screened. and as he passed
by one of these a feminine voice called;

“Who's there? What's wanted?”

“I'm taking the 1'nited States census'™ repiied
the enumerator.

“I'm taking a bath,” came the quick response of
the unseen voice.

Somewhat disconcerted by this reply the enumer-
ator announced that he wouid call agaln

“But can’'t | answer vour aunestions from here?"
continued the bather.

Finding that there were anly twa in the family
the enumerator theught that she ecould. Bo, sitting
down on the grass beneath the window, with his
book spread out upon his knees for a table, he
agked the required questions through the window,
and as the answers came from behind the curtain

BATHTIUR.

thev ware ant unon his schedule.

I am told that some persons booked to.

Continued from first page.

had been consumed, and nothing but the huil
and the steel and iron work of the vessel re-
mained. The work of the divers was perilous in
the extreme, and in descending from the upper
deck down through the hatchways the utmost
ecaution had to be used in groping their way
through the masses of debris.

The wreckers worked energetically, and as
fast as the bodies were found they were hoisted
to the upper deck of the Saale. Then they were
placed in plain wooden coffins and transferred
to the Fidelity, which was lying along the star-
board side of the wreck. Coroner Bausch stood
on the deck of the latter vessel and examined
the bodies as they were brought on beard.

THE OCAPTAIN'S BODY FOUND.

Four of the bodies were found in the forward
part of the Saale, and among these was that of
Captain Mirow. The body was identifled by two
persons, one of whom was Captain Muller, a
superintendent of the company's plers. The
identication was made complete in the opinion
of the two men by the finding on the body of a
pear] handled knife which had a peculiar spring.
The body was marked No. 8 on the minutes of
Coroner Bausch, signifying that it was the
eighth that had been removed.

The bodies that were found on Saturday night
had been designated as Nos. 1 and 2, and, Itke
all the others, they were g0 badly burned that
it was impossible to f{dentify them except by ar-
ticles found on or near them.

The bringing up of the charred corpses from

the hold of the burned vessel was a grewsome | S
sight, and-the appalling horror of the situation | :

made strong men used to scenes of death turn
away. Some of the hodies were intact, although
the features were unrecognizable. In some in-
stances only the trunks were recovered, or a
few charred hones.

The body designated as Ne. 3, which was the
first one recovered yesterday, was that of a
smooth faced man. There was a plain gold ring
on the little finger of the left hand. The fingers
of the right hand were off. A coat lay over the
shoulders. A small comb and brush were found
on body No. 4, together with two small keys and
a bill of fare of the Saale, dated June 29.

Body No. 5 was that of a smocth faced man,
and the left leg and the arms were missing.
This body was recovered in the firemen's apart-
ment. No. 6 was that of a small man with a
mustache. The right hand and the arms were
badly burned. No. 7 was merely the trunk of a
man, the lower limbs being missing.

Body No. 8 was that of Captain Mirow.
was the trunk of a man.

The body marked No. 10 was that of a tall man
clad in flannel undergarments. It seemed that
ifie man had been slowly roasted to death, as
the hody was charred from head to feet. None
of the limbs were missing, however. This body
was recovered in the hold in the forward part,
and near it was found in the water a waistcoat,
in which there was a gold watch. The watch
was made by the New-York Standard Watch
Company, and the works were numbered 1,534,-

No. 9

042,  The number of the case was 385,459. The
wateh, which was a heavy double case one,
had stopped at 10:57 o'clock.
NO. 11 ONLY A FEW BONESR,
The last remains recovered were a few

charred bones, one of which was the pelvie bone.
Cloge to them were found a part of a pocket
knife and a pocketbook clasp. The hones were
marked No. 11.

There was then so much water in the hold that
the divers, ceased hunting for bodies, and the
Fidelity, with the nine bodies recovered yester-
day and Coroner Bausch on board, returned to
the city. The corpses were taken to the Morgue.

In the opinion of the divers and others, there
are still a large number of bodies in the wreck,
Captain West, of the Merritt & Chapman
wrecking tug Hustler, that rescued the boy
from the Saale on Saturday night, said that
the lad told him that he had left thirty-five
men behind him, and the captain did not think
the youth had exaggerated. Captain West, in
describing the horrors of Saturday night, de-
clared that he would be unable to forget the
scéenes he witnessed if he lived for a hundred
vears. The Hustier ran close up to the burning
Saale and passed food and water in through
the portholes to the doomed creatures inside.
He said he knew that at least one woman was
among them. It was heartrending to hear
the piteous appeals for help from the impris-
oned victims, but Captain West and his crew
could not save them. The captain, continuing,
said that he could never efface from his mem-
ory the agonizing expression on the face of a
finely featured, bald headed man who gazed at
him through a porthole.

ICE CREAM STOOD THE HEAT WELL.

A number of small articles. including some
silver money and pennies. were found in the
wreck. A most pecullar feature of the burning
of the vessel was the discavery of a large quan-
tity of brick ice cream in the icaboxes in the
pantry. The bricks were melted only to the
consistency of a stiff paste. They lay on the
deck for several hours after they had been found
and still could be handled.

Among thogse who hoarded the wreck yester-
cday was Police Captain E. O. Smith, of the
Forty-second Precinct. He had charge of the
police patrol reaching from the wreck to Forty-
second-st. He made every effort to succor the
men on the Saale hefore she sank, and he helped
to pass drink and food to them.

At nightfall the wreck of the Saale lav with
her bow toward Jersey City, a little bit north of
west. From a ‘llstance she looked as if nothing
had ever happened to her, except that she was
down low in the water. Her steel masts and
funnels were still standing, as was all the steel
framework on her upper deck. FEven the metal
shells of the lifeboats were intact and resting
in their places.

Excursion boats continued to go out to her
from the Battery up to a late hour carryving
many passengers, but the police boats would not
let them board either the wreck or the wrecking
tugs and derricks that were anchored alongside.

Captain 1. F. Chapman yesterday described a
conversation which he had with one of the fire
victims through an open deadlight on the Saale.
“The imprisoned man,” he said, “was a steve-
dore who was known to me by sight. He told
me that there were thirty-eight men besides
himself, and one woman, a stewardess, penned
in by the flames. The poor fellow had an ag-
onizing look on his face, and seemingly realized
that he and his companions were doomed to a
horrible end. Giving un hope of rescue, the
stevedore told me that there were others caught
between decks, and asked me to try to save
them. A moment afterward he sank back into
the roaring flames, which soon shot out of the
open porthole. We went back, and there forced
a eompanionway. A man who sought to gain
the ladder with a blanket wrapped about him
was unable to do so, and was roasted to death.”

MANY SURVIVORS TALK.
DRIVEN OUT OF SHAFT TUNNEL AND

RESCUED FROM STOKE HOLE

When the Main was hauled out of her pier
at about 11 e'clock on Saturday night, as to'd
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ferno. Yet fifteen men had lived for several
hours imprisoned within a hull that was for
the most part heated to redness as deep as the
water's edge. Near the Main, when the vessel
had been dragged into midstream, was the tug
Colonel E. A. Stevens, Those on the deck of the

. tug noticed what they thought to he the waving

of a lamp, as distinguished frem the slight
forks of flame that continued to spurt from
every part of the liner. The Stevens drew
nearer to the ship and ascertained that some
one actually was swinging a lamp from one of
the coal ports. Making its way to the side of
the steamer, the Stevens took off fifteen men
who had survived an experience that may
truthfully be likened to living for six or seven
hours in an oven surrounded by the fiercest of
flames. The ordeal which these fifteen men
went through is graphically told in the follow-
ing story, which one of their number, a fireman
named Jullus Wiesener, related yesterday af-
ternoon to a Tribune reporter. He said:

I was at work with several other men in the en-
gine room of the Main when the fire hegan. We
got orders first to put the pumps in readiness for
use. while at the same instant other men were told
to close the skylights. The fire was gaining so rap-
idly, however, that, knowing our lives were in dan-
ger, we sought to get away from the =hip. We
made our way to the fore part of the ship, but
found that there was no way to escape there. We
rushed back, but discovered also that the after
part was afire, We were hemmed in, unable to gn
one way or the other. There were twelve of us. and
we all thought that we would never get out alive.
For a time we stayed in the engine room, but very
soon the heat became unbearable there, e?ml then
as a last refuge some one suggested crawling inio
the shaft tunnel. While we were making up our
minds as to the best thing three other men came
sliding down a ventilator into the engine room. [
don’t know where they came from, and thev were
too dazed to talk. Finaily we all crept into the
shaft tunnel, which. being near the keel of the ship
and away under water, was for a little while com-
paratively cool. But the fire and smoke gradually
got nearer to us. In order to keep the smoke out
of the tunnel we stuffed shirts and trousers into
As these were burned away other
shirts and trousers were used to block up the open-
ing. Most of us were almost naked when we were
rescued.

After remaining about three hours in the tunnel
shaft we worked our way out and crawled to the
engine room, but here the heat was so great that
we eould not endure it, so we opened a manhole
and got into an empty coal bunker. Then we
climbed up the coal chute and threw open the port
doors te which it led. With a lamp which one of
the men brought up from the engine room we at-
tracted the attention of a tug and were rescued.

——

A STORY OF CAPTAIN MIROW.

TWO COOKS SAY HE PERISHED ON A BURN-
ING LIGHTER AFTER JUMPING
OVERBOARD.

Willlam Kuhnen, twenty-two years old, and
Frederick Schimpf, thirty-two years old, assist-
ant cooks on the steamship Saale, called at
Coroner Hoffmann's morgue, in Jackson-st,
Hoboken, at 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, and
both say they saw Captain Mirow of the
Saale meet a terrible death. They said that
the Captain stayed aboard his ship as long as
he could, and finally jumped from the star-
board side, landing on a lighter. The cooks
were both trying to save themselves at the
time, and were running toward the stern, but
they said that they saw Mirow lying on the
deck of the lighter, unable to move. The cooks
said that the Captain made an effort to get
up, but without success, and soon afterward the
lighter caught fire. Kuhnen and Schimpf both
gaid they then were convinced that their Cap-
tain was consumed in the flames.

Schimpf said that he was in his berth when
Kuhnen, who went above to tell the officers
that supper was ready, hastily returned, and
excitedly exclaimed that the piers were on fire.
There was a rush on deck, and the membhers
of the crew who had been aroused were ordered
by First Officer Schaefer to cut loose the life-
boats. The fire by this time was so intense,
Schimpf said. that the men were unable to get
any off the davits, and Schaefer told all hands
to run to the stern and jump overboard. Sec-
ond Officer S8anders and Fourth Officer Oscar

Rach were among the men who rushed to the
stern and jumped into the water. The two
cooks were picked up by a tug. They said that
the third officer, whose name they did net
know, was lost.

e

FIREROAT A SCENE OF HORROR.

LIEUTENANT M'GINNIS SURE THERE WERE
PASSENGERS ON THE SAALE.

The fireboat Robert A. Van Wyck, which ar-
rived on the scene first, presented a picture of
horror and ghastliness as she lay at Grand-st,,
East River, yvesterday morning. The decks were
covered with cotton saturated with the blood
of the victims rescued by the brave men aboard.
The firemen were at work cleaning the boat
and picking up the stained remnants of cloth-
ing which were torn from the burning bodies
as they were pulled aboard the fireboat from
the pit of fire. Firemen are brave men., but
the stoutest of them gave way as they worked
silently to destroy and wash overboard every
evidence of the greatest struggle of their lives
to save human life and property. Every story
of the sad spectacle they related carried the
conviction of sincerity, and no attempt was
made at self-laudation. TLieutenant MeGinnis
said vesterday:

Don’t ask me to recall the scene. Tt was terrible,
torrible' I never want to see such a scene again,
nor do the men around me. I cannot describe it to
vou. 1t was hell. Hell for the poor unfortunates
Aown in that prison of fire aboard the Saale, and
hell far those who had to see them perish and un-
able to give them aid.

We rescued thirty men from aboard the Saale
and landed them on tugboats. [ never stopped to
see who they were or ask them questions. When
we arrived off the fite we never supposed that our
duty lay beyond the saving of property. We pulled
out a burning scow and started with her for mid-
stream. Tughoats were all about us and lnt‘;r-
fored with our mandeuvering so as to get to the
Saale’'s side when we learned there were human
lives aboard.

1 shouted to the tugboats that were throwing
impotent streams of water on the Saale. to get out
of my way or 1 would turn my most powerful
waterspout on them, which would turn them over.
They understood and got out of my way. We
steered up alongside of the burning vessel, which
was a raging furnace by that time. We fought the
fire on the decks and worked our way aboard.

Yes. [ should say there were passengers aboard
the Saale. They looked like passengers and surely
were not members of the erew. They were locked
down in the hold of the vessel as securely as ever
a convict was imprisoned in a eell. There was no
escape for them after the vessel hezan to take
water. We got about thirty out of there while we
were allowed to work from the deecks. It was then
we witnessed the awful sights of human ageny.

A hundred arms, with the flesh torn from them,
and blackenad with burns, protruded from the
small portholes which were but a foot or less in
dMameter. Had those portholes been larger, suf-
ficlent to admit the passage of a human body the
rescues would have been a hundred times more in
number than they were. The cries of agony and
despalr that eame from that hell of fire were some-
thing that will ring in my ears for eternity. Cries
to save them came In languages we did not under-
stand. We did not need to. We well knew what
they cried for. The thirty men we rescued were
raving maniars when we got them aboard. They
could not realize they had escaped the terrible
death that threatened them but a few minutes be-
fore. In thelr delirium they fought each other
after they were rescued. They were as hlack as
ecoal and their hurnt and charred flesh peeled off
with their clothing.

The most pgonizing sight 1 witnessed was that
of a woman who was burned, We could see her
face and arms as she reached out and got a hand-
ful of water with which she washed her face, seck-
ing to cool it and gain relief from the terrible heat
on the inside.

S8he never once uttered a scream.

We passed
her a cup of water.

She grahbed it eagerly and

drank it. She could not speak English, but mur-
mured in a foreign tongue and in a tone which
apparently denoted she was praying. We spoke
words of cheer to her. The hoat gave a lurch,

water filled the campartment which she was in
and she sank from our sight and we saw her no
more

Lieutenant MeGinnis said there were many
explosions heard aboard the Saale during the
fire and they drove the firemen back. The small
portholes, the lieutenant said, were responsible
for the great loss of life.

BODY PICKED UP OFF BROOKLYN.

The body of a drowned man, who may have heen

aboard one of the German vessels burned on Sat-

in The ‘Tribune yesterday, it was not thought
that there was a living seul abeoard. From
the time the fire bhroke out until &eme half

dozen hours later, when she was towed ints the
river, she had not only been enveloped in the
conflagration raging about her, but the whole
of her interfor seemed to be one seething caldron
of fire. It appeared incredible that life could
exist for one moment in such a floating in-

in the water off Sullivan-st.,
morning. In the pockets of

urday, was found
Brooklyn, yesterdayv

the clothes were found two German medals, four
cents, an empty pocketbook, a penknife and four
" eoppers.  The hody was that of a man ahout fifty

years old, & feet 10 Inches in height, and had dark
hair, mustache and slde whiskers. He wore a

| black sack coat and vest, gray trousers and black

necktie.  One kid slipper was on one of the feet.
The body is at the Morgue in Brooklyn.

THOUSANDS AT FIRE SCENE

POLICE STRICT IN KEEPING PEOPLE

OFF THE BURNED ARFA.

A CONFLICT OF AUTHORITY LATWEEN

FIRE AND POLICE OFFICIALS -RELIC

HUNTERS OUT IN FORCE.

When daylight broke yesterday morning it
dawned upon a scene of utter desolation. What
a comparatively few hours before had been a
splendid system of wharves and substantial
buildings covering at least five acres of space
was now nothing but a devastated area of
charred timber, fallen brick and masonry and
still smoking ruins.
the full extent of the disaster, so far as property
loss was concerned, hecame even more apparent
than when the large expanse of rolling flames
could be literally termed a field of fire.

Save for the blackened piles which thrust their
heads a few feet above the surface of the river,
not 0 much as a plank remained of the spacious
and splendidly equipped piers, one of which—the
Thingvalla pier—was reputed to be the largest
in the country. Campbell's stores, a
buflding several stories in height, and occupying
almost a full bloek of ground, was a vast mound
of red hot birick and smoldering beams. Half a
dozen stationary hoses were still playing upon
the ruins, but for all that there was left of an
inflammable character they might as well have
been idle.

Palmer Campbell, one of the owners of the
stores, computed the value of the building to
be 30,000, and the contents and stores, much
of which was in bond, at $1.300,000,

Tons of fire eaten logs and huge wooden sup-
ports floating between the piles testified to the
ferocity of the ceonflagration. Although the

course of the wind directed the flames out over |

the river, the houses along River-st.. facing the
wharves, were scorched, window frames and
doorways were warped, and windows either
broken or cracked by the intemsity of the heat.

PEOPLE KEPT AWAY.

No one was allowad to approach the destroyed
plers. Orders were given to the police to keep
all persons. no matter what plea they gave,

from penetrating the lines. which were drawn |
New-York newspaper '
men were not admitted, and were told that their |

in the region of the fire.

fire badges “didn’t go in Hobhoken.= The strict-
ness with which the police carried out their
orders led to many wordy encounters bhetween
the officers and people whose business made it
imperative that they should be allowed within
the fire lines.

In the afternoon the newspaper men, who had
been barred out in common with the thousands
of sightseers who thronged to Hohoken through-
out the day. walted upon Chief Donovan of the
Hoboken police. When the situation was ex-
plained to him he sent word to his captains that
the reporters should be allowed to have as many

facilities as possible for the gathering of news. !

But, like the fire hadges, this verbal instruction,
in the words of the Hoboken policeman. “didn’t
go.” Finally Chief Donovar, whese courtesy
and consideration for every one throughout the
trying times of Saturday night was unfailing,
sent a special detail to escort the reporters
through the lines.

The attitude taken by the police led to a clash
between Captain Hayves, who was in charge of
the force on duty, and Chief Applegate, of the
Hoboken Fire Department. A high official of
the Newark Fire Department journeyed in to
view the scene of the fire. He applied for ad-
mission within the lines, and was refused. His
badge was pronounced to be no geod in Ho-
boken. The Newark official sent his card in to
Chief Applegate by a fireman. The Chisf went
out to the street and invited the Newarker in-
side. The police refused to lst him pass.

A CLASH OF AUTHORITY.

Captain Hayes backed up his men. Chief Ap-
plegate insisted that the official pass through
and go where he pleased, and that any one else
he wished to admit should pass. The police
were obdurate,

lute jurisdiction over the burned area, and

where it was needful that his men should work |

or carry their hose. The police captain con-
tended that the police were paramount. Neither
officer was in a state of mind calculated to
make him diplomatic, and the exchange of views
was highly interesting. Threats of preferment
of charges were exchanged. Finally the per-
sistence of the FireChief prevailed, and the
Newark official passed inside the lines.

The relic hunters. abounded in Hoboken yes-
terday. Watchmen and gatekeepers at the
piers received offers of money for any kind of
a grewsome souvenir. Near the ferries many
fakirs made money in selling “relies” which
were specially made to meet the demand.

Scores of searching parties in small boats
were in the neighborhood of the docks through-
out the day. The grappling irons which were
used brought to the surface a large quantity of
sunken goods and bagsgage. But, so far as
could be ascertained. no bodies were recoverad
by these searchers. As the tide was on the turn
when the victims of the catastrophe jumped into
the water to escape the more horrible fate of
being burned to death, it is belleved that their
bodies were carried upstream, and that when
they rise they will come to the surface above
Twenty-third-st., unless they drifted into the
central current and caught the flood tide run-
ning out.

RELATIVES JOIN THE SEARCH.

Relatives and friends of the missing employed
beatmen to row them to the part of the river
near the docks, in hope of tinding bodics, while
large numbers of other boatmen searched for
the dead on speculation.

From early morning until darkness set in the
neighborhood of the fire was visited by steam
vachts. Picking their way slowly through the
.masses of floating wreckage, the yachts were
steered as close to the pier line as was consist-
ent with safety, and the occupants surveyed
the ruins with glasses.

The men of the Bremen, Saale and Maln who
escaped injury were provided with accommoda-
tion at the numerous hotels and taverns
for which Hoboken is famed. By the pursers
of the three ships money was advanced to the
men to supply themselves with food until their
disposition is determined on. As the ecrews
were signed in Germany. the North German
Llovd Company will be obliged to carry che
stranded men back to Germany and to pay
them wages for the trips which would have
ended on the other side of the Atlantic.

Also lodged at the hotels are many persors
suffering from slight injuries. Some of theso
have burned hands, the faces of others are
hlistered,
escaping over hot decks
men have not
lists of injured.

ESCAPE OF A STEWARDESS

At Russock’'s Hotel, in River-st, is Mrs.
Louise Reimers. She was a stewardess on the
Saale, and leaped from the ship into the river.
Fully glothed as she was, she swam down to the
Hamburg-American piers, where she climbed to
safety.
SHIPPING MASTERS OFFICE THRONGED,

All day vesterday men and women thronged
to the office of the shipping masters who handle
the work of the Gergian Hnes. It is a little
place in River-st., Hoboken. Seamen who were
previously missing appeared from time to time.
Every one received money at once upon regis-
tering his name. The North German Lloyd had
given orders that this should be done, and that

With the rising of the sun |

masaive |

Chief Applegate claimed abso- |

and more have scorched feet from
The names of these |
been entered on any of the |

the shipping masters should care for every one
of its mon unt!l such time as the company was
abla ‘o send them back to Germany or put them
to work as vessels came into pert.

While the fire was still burning the work of
relief bezan. Men came to the office almost
naked and with their clothing ruined by the sait
water. Men who had been burned and treated
by doctors. but who were not badly enough in-
jured to he taken to a hospital, gathered at the
office. The line, thrcugh ita agents, took prompt
steps. Every man received $2 in cash. an order
for lodging at some boarding house and an order
for a su't of clothing. Now and then a group of
a dozen or €0 would be taken to a clothing house
to be fitted out. The steamship company de-
pleted the stock of the first selected, and then
turned the custorn to another.

Arrangements were made to have a store kept
open all day, and those whe needed clothing had
it furnished to them. The sailors from the shipas
lost absolutely everything in most cases. Work-
ing as they do helow decks in little more than

nothing, a pair of overalis being the usual
&ttire, those who fled bhefore the rush of
fire were almost naked. They had no time to

save anything.

Women hesieged the office of the agents for
information. They were searching for relatives,
There were about seventy missing reported -t
that office. The fact that the query list was so
large made it more likely that the list of dead
would be even greater than at first was feared,

It must be remembered that fully SO per cent
of the sailors are Germans, who have no homes
and perhaps not even relatives in this country.
Most of them live in Germany, and it will net
be until Germany can be heard from and a st
of missing abtained from there and checked off
that the whole number can he made out. Tha
record of er2wa of the ships does not appear to
have bheen kept in Haot There was a rogter
«n each ship, doubtiess burned, and
the record must in most instances he in the head
office in German>.

Seos

hut .t was

HARD TO GET A LIST

The agents in Hoboken are compiling a Hst
of those who report. It is slow work. owing ta
the relief given to the men on Saturday nighr,
At that time the men's names were not taken,
2nd as they are comfertable and supplied wi
lodging, board and clothing, and some money,
they will not again report until to-dayr.

William Atkinson, a shipsimith, of Heboken,
was congratulating himself yvesterday over his
escape from peobable death on hoard the Saale,
He had a gang of men at wark on the vessel,
and, knowing that she was to sail for Roston
! vesterday morning, ke hurried zhoard on Sat-
urday to urge his men to complete the work as
quickly as possible. They did so, and as a ra-
sult the job was finished shortly bhefore the fire
broke out, and Atkinson and his men had left
the Saale and got safely ashore and clear of tha
| dangerous piers.

| It was report2d in Hoboken !ast night that the
 North German Lloyd Company had entered into
| negotiations for the temporary leasing of the
| American Cotton Docks. at Tompkinsville, Sta-
ten Island. These doeks are deep and have
plenty of water hetween them, but they are not
long enough to accommodate the large steamers

of the company It was said, however, that the

line could rum out piling to make temporary
piers.
- .

POLICE OF TWO CITIES AT ODDS

The care of the Saale wreck led to a discuw
sion between the police of this eity
City yesterday. The peint debated was one
extreme nicety. The Saale rests en the bortom
of the river near the Jersey shore.
Brooks, over the telephone, yesterday laid down
the law to Chief Murphr. of Jersey City. that
if the Saale bhad afloat she would have
been 1n the jurisdiction of the New-York pe-
lHee, but as she was agreund she was clearly on
Jersey soil. Chief Murpay contended that the
Saale could not claim Jersey as its habitation,
and finally Inspector Brooks consented to con-
tinue taking care of the wrecked steamer.

Until late Saturday night and all day vester-
day thousan’s of pecple gathered along
hilitop on the west side of the river, ull the way
from Jersey City Heights te Fort Lee and
viewed the ruins on the Hoboken riverfront and
the wrecks of the fatel Main and EBremen
lying off the Weehawken shore.

All the trolley cars leading to Hobcken from
the northern part of the county and from Jersey
City were ecrowded with excited men, women
and children. all anxious to get as near tha
ruins as possible. All trains on the Lackaw inna
Ralircad arriving in Heoboken were unusnally
crowded. and nearly all the passengers walked
up River-st. to see the wreck of the Bremen
piers before continuing their journey a-ross the
Barclay and Christopher st. ferries.

and Jersey
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SCHWAB WANTS T BRTRY BODIES

CORONER'S PHYSICIAN OHANLON WILE
VIEW THEM AT THE MORGUE TO-DAY

Coroner Bausch arrived at Pler A about 1
o'clock yesterday afternoon, and had a ta'k
with Captain Smith. He then called up In-
spector Brooks on the telephone. and later
called up Chief of Pelice Murphy of Jersey City
Chief Murphy asked that the New-York offi-
cials take charge of the hodies, as the facilitles
were better. Coroner Bausch informed Chiet
Murphy that the badies would be removed to the
Morgue.

While the conf:rence was going on Gustav H
Schwab, of the North German Lloyd Line, and
Superintendent Mueller appeared. Mr. Schwab
asked Coroner Bausch what disposition was to
be made of the dead. He said that it was his
desire and that of the company (o bury the un
fortunates. Coroner's Physician O Hanlon wil
view the bodies to-day and remove from them
everything that would aid in their identifica-
tion. After this is done, Mr. Schwab was in-
formed that such bodies as were not claimed or
identified could be taken by the officials of the
company for burial
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