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THE ROAD TO PEACE.
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OF IMAGINATIVE HISTORY.
From The Navy and Army Mustrated,

It i8 a well known if rarely harped upon
fa.ctﬂ'.h«u the Peninsular War wouid have ended
fauul)" for England, and consequently for Eu-
TOpe, in the winter of the year 1S0S-U8, had it
23,1;.._1;.:»'“ xr;x‘xrr.:in untoward accident to a French

As it ig possible that the precise elreum-
stances of the se may be fresh to or forgotten
by some of my readers, I think it as weil to
set them down cone isely here.  In December,
IS8, Sir John Moore, with 20,000 men and
=ixl) four guns, was marching viy after Mar-
shal 11, who had the san 'ngth, with
the intention of giving hi pounding
as would astonish him, while inown to Sic
J:‘hn_ Napoleon himself with H0.4kK) men, in-
cluding the Imperial Guard, : ;u, with 159 guns,
was pursuing Moore with a like intention.

The Napoleonie trap was exqiisitely baited,
the very door ready to snap. Napoleon's aide-

de-camp
to stand

was on n
at

s

way to give
Astorga and fizht,

for
was arrived when the English leopard might be
driven into the sea.

Happily for the leopard afore

the

messenger came to grief, and
into the hands of Sir John,
mick of time the fate that was awaiting him,
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The scquel we all know: the masterly if awful
reln‘:A! across the Esla, the pursuit by Soult |
and the Emperor, until the diversion of the

latter and his Guard by the Austrian war, and

finally the sad triumph of Corunna, which in-
Spired the British Parliament to renew the
strife and gave Wellesley his chance in Por-
tugal.

The manner in which these fateful di patches
came into English hands has been riousiy
set down, the story to which most credence has

hitherto been given running that the be ‘arer, a |
intemperate |

man of choleric disposition
habits, allowed himself to be drawn into a
tavern brawl and was then and there knifed,
his dispatcnes being carried by his slayers to
the English eamp and sold to the headquarters
staff for what they would fetch.

This was the view of the matter I myself until
recently entertained. But since access has been
€iven m= to the papers of Captain Daly, I have
been fain to believe that this admittedly ex-
traordinary business was even yet more peculiar
in its reality than has been generally supposed.
This is my re construction of the plain tale which
the gallant officer's papers (more particularly
those periaining to his card account) attest.

On Christmas Eve, 1NOS, early in the morning,
Captain Daly was to be found playing lansque-
net with two young gentlemen and an elder one,
who were assisting him in the arduous task of
commanding a squadron of the Horse Grena-
diers thrown forward toward the river Carrion,
in the Spanish province of Leon.
great distance from a similar squadron covering
the rear guard of Marshal Soult. and no doubt,
as we understand war nowadays, it ws the
duty of all to be on the alert: but Major Apple-
by, who was the squadron leader, was not a
strietly diligent man of war, so the junior sub-
altern was deputed to do their work while
elders indulged in a quiet flutter,

Luck was in favor of Captain Masham, and
so much against Captain Daly that in tolerably
rapid succession he lightened himself
never enormous stock of ready money, bills on
Mr. Greenwood, of Charing Cross, representing
a future months’ pay discounted at
rates, his second charger, the saddlery pertain-
ing to the same, various items of his personal
wardrobe, and his whole armory, with the ex-
ception of his sword. He played away not only
what he had with him at the advanced post in
the regimental carts and aboard the transport

and

P
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down at the base, but every other possession
near and far of which the r tion occurred
1o him, including a half interest in a sing
stable at the Curragh. After he had actually
mortgagsd the services of his he had
nothing ft but his horse iam, the
glothes he stowd in, the sword he carried, and
the value of his commi
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He

could

! served to kimself, as he gazed away down the
| frosty

see

“Arrah! are

me?”" retorted Daly,

angrily,

tread

a little hamlet on other side of the stream, | water to have a look u the stranger.
but it wuid to be occupied, nor, .n.‘ Instantly the latte wl-'
deed, were enemy visible, although | erying “Je vous deman
a curi of black ke up the hill a mile or more | Stret hed vut a long arm, as
h' hm-l !h-- h. suggested the probable | the current swept him
ot. { a sn !H. "aptain
long uvd upon | < down
his ey ad caug » of sun had
upon a signboard, and a desire rry en- | Mmopj itly to
tered into him. | clear in company
He had no meney to pay for refreshments, but | with crman, and
the inn, lving as it did under Fr h prot jon, | his rescuer, sented amost
was clearly f ne for the poor brave British | outlandish 1 of some forty
soldier, | years of Loand wore a n» ree Gallie beard, On
In lln- other scale, for the poor brave British 1 his head he re a Hussar's bushy, \.1 h the
soldi to ventuve across the stream in the | scarlet bag of the 10th: h i ritish
meant death or capture. ut,” | infantry coatee, with the i E uund
n Daly alo very pleased at the | his loins hung a peasant oman’s pett g the
I'm kiiled it’ll save me the apxiety | hem of which touched his calves, and |u neath
and if I'm captured it'll save me m-_~,. { this Captain Daly perceived the high jackboots
ing exper And if neither happens I'l h.uv»! uf the wch (Cuire s, Lastly, tb was
a good dri wthing. And uh:m-\'.-r hap- | suspended from his beli Scottish claymore,
pens there's the fun of the thing. So 1 r| and also (this from rh' buckle) a horsehair
goes.” l l-lumu
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He was about to start upon his journey, when |

a brilliant thought of how the perils of it might
be diminished struck him. He turned back to
the newly made grave, rooted up the occupant,
and, having as delicately as he could rv-um\‘-wl;
the uniform, proceeded to don it in place of |
his oy which, carefully folded, he hid ay
in the Then he buried the body again,
Zave 1 praver as interest on the loan,
t heart danced away on his ad- |
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by the lord!” thought Captain
mouth,

scariet
plstol at

me in English, but with a foreign

he ;-ull- «l up |‘vluptly
ribably afraid
I the aide-de-camp delight-
v would be ten times more afraid
rew what I have in the lining of my |
1" said Captain Daly, “I doubt if any- |
uid make them n > afraid.” |
\ * ¢ried the @ de-camp, “if they |
new ¢ Emperor and the Guard were |
{ withit g distance of them.”

The hoat d reached (he shore, and Daly
was i ut when he heard these words,
whereups stumbled he upon the gun-
wale, capsizing the er: h dropped its two
occupants into the Fhe Spaniard was
swept aw: nr but, d 1 the

the Frenchman's petticoat,
was enabled to bring him safely to terra
firma

“How lad T am of pportunity to show

¢ sratitude,” he cried, before the French- |

WILL KILL!

Daly gaped at this monstrosity with some-
thing approaching awe.

‘Is it the Alcalde of the village, or a lunatic,
or what?* he asked himseif

The monster smiled reassuringly.

“Have no fear,” he said. “Although [ wear
the Seottish uniform, 1 am as good a Frenchman

vou are! thought Captain Daly.
“And if that's the Scottish uniform 1 comse from
Peking ™'

He quickly gathered that the Frenchman was
a staft offic carrying dispatches 1o Marshal
Soult, in the supposed disguise of a Highlander;
but from whom the dispatches came Daly could
not for the life of him make out

¢ i hmn haud ‘en travelling by four
har rvich was too big for the wherry,
and had to it the other side of the
strecam. He h to be able to find a vehicle
and horses at the village with which to con-
tinue h ourney

He asked Daly whether he knew of any cattle
being available, and t latter, after an affecta
tion of cudzelling his brains, declared that he
would not like to say r fear of causing
disappointment, shoul to e wrong.

f vitde that probably
S0 1Y ' : ur vould be found in the
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for him to be sar s he
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“but T should have been glad to post-
oceasion until 1 had de red my dis-
I am wet to the skin.”
declared Daly, who was busy right-
it and securing her to the bank: “but
Ik and a blazing fire will soon make
azain,  Let us only consider how
been in making cach other's
o much in need of mutual
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“Indeed,” agreed Captain Daly, “we have had
a most fortunate escape,” meanwhile consider-
ing whether it was not hi' duty to cut down
his man then and the his papers, and
eseag He had o n.nnl\ t.x e * + do this,
and proi Iy few men in his position would
have hesitated; but Captain Daly’s honor, how-

| ever insc rutable were its twistings, did not al-

low of his slaying in cold blood the man who
| had 1 his life; so he racked his brains to
think of some other means of possessing him-
self the priceless documents.

F favored h There were no troops in
the s, but the inn was open, and the patron
believe v| he could provide a ch e and four
horses; meanwhile he made a great fire for his
guests and prepared for them a meal.

When the two were alone Daly nonchalantly
drew off his coat and stretched it out before the

| fire to dry, doing the same with all his clothing.
The other innocently followed his example. The
two men each other stark raked.

; Then the Captain took up a pack of cards

| that stood on the mantelshelf. “Vous savez le

| Jeu de uenet?” he demanded.

|  “Bien s answered the other eazerly, and

{ in a minute they were at it.

| Dualy lost the first coup, and suddenly remem-
bered that he had no Hiushing with
shameo, he neverthe anically went over
to the fire and put hx~ hand in his pocket—the

| poe that is to of the dead Chasseur.

| all

| thrown

His tingers burned at the touch of five louis d'or.

He lost four out of the five, and then at last
his luck turned. He won back his four gold
picces and twenty more belonging to the aide-
de-camp. It was the other now who locked
small.

“I have no maore money to stake,” said he.

“Never mind,” said Daly; “stake anything at

stake your clothes"

“If you don’t want them at once,
willingly," id the aide-de-camp,;
will be too hiu for you
are right,” replied Daly; “perhaps I had
them on. Have ! your permission?”
said the aide-de-camp.
‘aptain Daly slowly and deliberately
nis own socks, and over them the long
r boots; he tied the petticoat round his

on the tunie, buttoned it, and
claymore belt around him.
ok up the clothes which he

I will do so
“but I fear

'1‘»~r!;unl),
‘

Then
o
cCulras
Wials ©W
buckied the

‘Then he t

drew

had dis-

carded, and under the nose of the dumfounded
aide-de-camp pitched the heap into the roaring
fire.

The next instant he was out of the house and
fooring it down the street as though ten thou-
sand devils trod on his heels

The na I aide-de-camp pursucd him to the
water's ¢ . but only to receive the paternal
advic om the departing skiff that if he jumped
in he would drown, and if he drowned his body
would shock the Spanish ladies

Within  twenty ir  hours the retreat to
Corunna h.u! comm ed.

Captain Daly cauxht a severe influenza as the
result of his escapade, but he saved an army in
the field, and in consequence little things were

in his way
temporarily, it must

which
bhe

re-vstablished,
admitted, his
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AN AMERICAN MANDARIN IN DETROIT.
From The Philadelphia Post,

Dr. Heneage Gibbes, Health Officer of Detroit,
enjoyvs the distinetion of bei the only Chinese
mandarin to hold an n office. He ac-
quired his title after a series of adventures that

o

14 make Sindbad the ilor look to his lau-

Dr. Gibh is an Knglishman by birth.

He ran away from home when fourteen years
old wl went to sea.  After severil years as a
sallor l.' was shipwrecked on the coast of China

and feli into the hands of pirates,
ithing and turned the

who took his
sailor loose in the garb

of nature Finally he n-;n-h d a Chinese town
Then ¥ 11in with an Englishman, who gave
him money for clothing on condition that Gibbes
would work out the debt, and who informed him
as sooin as the bargain was closed that he would
bres o ted to o into the camp of a rebel army
to s nugeled arms.  The young Englishman
neve sitited, and became an enemy of the

rent

drifted into the Chinese service,

in command of a gunboat and set to

the wst, looking for pirates and
I He had a mixed erew com-

n almost every nation on carth,

was placee

¢

But e 1s made up of fighters, and
Gibbes was so fu! in capturing some bad
outlaws

On one oceasion he made a dash up a river
which the smuggicrs practically controlled. He
seized a cargo of and opium and made
for the 1 But pirates and smugslers opened
on  his boat from the banks and gave him
the closest kind of a call Once they
tricd to board his vess with canoes and ran
into -lm harge of ¢ and canister that
tore i Gibbes and his men aped
with an } cargo of the captured nares
cotic, and when t was reported to the Govern-
ment Gibbes was «d into the presence of
roya'ty and made a mandarin. He went to Eng-
land soon afterward to study medicine, then te
Indin on the umission sent out to study
cholera, and resigned to take the chair of
pathology in Michigan University,
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From The Chicago
If Caolonel Myron T. Herrick, of Clevelanc
were not a successful banker and an abie bu
he would no doubt !
Colonel Herrick has po
nt an opinion in strong,
all, he has wit
as nominated for the Vi
at Philadelphia Colonel Herrick, who
is one of President McKinley isest persoral
friends, sent the following congratulatory tele-
gram, which the Rough Rider has carefully pre-
cleverest mot in which he has
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Times-Herald.
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