
BUYING INDIAN' BRIDES.

When they had advanced to within one hun-
dred feet of tho runners the two women halted.
The pony was turned loose, and the six bucks

guests. All eyes turned toward the Strike-Ax
wigwam. There stood Miss Strike-Ax. What a
vision of dark skinned beauty! Such a bridal
gown! The shimmering white robe around her
shoulders is of the finest buckskin, covered with
silk. The shawl is hand painted and edged with
elk teeth arid I'm*? beads. The two eroascj at
her ears are of diamonds, and cost three thou-
sand dollars, while the dress coal .<J."r(>. The
bride was mounted on a little pony P.eMnd
came the mother on foot,

Quanah Parker, chief of the Comanches, is
the most open violator of the law as regards
bigamy. He has eight wives and bought every

one of them. Too-nocey, his favorite squaw, was
sold at auction about ten years ago. Parker
was then a young warrior, and had just re-
turned from a big hunt. He wa.s flushed with
success, having kil^d many deer. Too-noc< y's
father knew that she was above the average in
personal appearance. She was also well edu-
cated. So he invited the young warrior over to a
great feast a couple of days before the sale.
Too-nocey was warned by her father to smile
her Bweetest at young Parker. Tho warrior wa.s

STKI'S TOWARD OBLITERATING AN [ND-

IAN CUSTOM HOW AN OSAGE
U 111 >DING IS C< >N1 >UCTED.

Wichita, Kan.. Julj 7. When President Me-
Kinley recently attached his signature to a bill
passed by the Chickasaw [ndiad Council, raising
the price of marriage licenses fro: the ordinary
pric< to .<1 mimi. he, as "BigChief of all the Ind-
ian tribes, took the first step in obliterating
om « f the blots on civilization—the s;Ue ofIndian

wife of any man who bids the highest Is prac-
tised mostly among the Usages, who axe the
richest people, as a whole, on earth. Scarcely a
wedding takes place in the Osage Nation but it
turns «.ut that the bride Is the unwillingwife of
a rich master. In many cases the husband is
a white man who has married simply to better
his financial condition. Other tribes in < »kla-
hornii who follow thin custom are the Kiowas,
Comanches, Apaches, Chickasaws and Creeks.

Thousands of beautiful young Indian squaws
hav< st 1 upon the auction block and had their
(ban. ;s extolled in a loud voice. A crowd of
rough, grasping men stood ar >und and bid in.
competition, as though she were so much horse-
flesh. Even so eager were some of th'-m for the
prize that often a handsome young squaw
v . :;]lbring .Sl.immi. Not later than last January

a pretty Osage k\i\ was sold at auction, and two

rival bucks l>id against each other until she was
"knocked down" for 283 ponies, or ."?'_' si;i

The Chickasaws are the most civilized tribo
that now carry on this practice of selling their
wimen as brides. They are one of the Five Civ-
ilized Tribes, and according to the last census
there were ll.<NMt women in the tribe between
the ages of eighteen and twenty-five unmarried.
Each of these squaws has a h^adright worth
about $5,000. Thousands of white men go ti>

this nation, select a suitable woman, go to her
father and make the necessary arrangements
for the marriage. The white man generally

to pay so much money or '1" a certain
amount of labor for the bride. It makes little
difference whether the girl likes the scheme or
not. Only the fullbl 1 Chickasaws practise

After their bloo 1 has I n mix< d
by Intermarriage and the greater part of that
nal ion is i \u25a0•• d by mix< d bloods the

i right to cl r own husbands.
As many fullbloods yet sell their daughters, the
P leral G recently pul into effect a
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fascinated. Wh> n th'» sale was called he was
I '-\u25a0''\u25a0\u25a0 ij in ili>- front row and made n.> effort to conceal

his desire that he wanted the uirl for his first
squaw. Several >ther bucks, were equally deter-
mined to add the beautiful juuns woman to
their household Foo-nocey a father acted as
the auctioneer.

"What do ] hear?" he cried in a lou :voice.
"How much an) '. bid for this pretty squaw

"Fifty ponies." yelled Few Tails, a bigchief,

"i>ne hundred ponies." quickly added Parker.
"Two hundred and fifty ponies," put in Few

Tails, without hesitating.

Quanah raised hii bid and back and forth they
parleyed foi an hoar, raisin- each other only
a few ponies at a. time. Finally the young
hunter 1.-.am- disgusted and quit bidding for
a few minutes. Ha hung his head in deep
thought; The father thought that he had been
outdone, and .\u25a0-.\u25a0\u25a0 going to knock the prize down
to Few Tails, when Parker bid five hundred
ponies, which was more than he had, and so
mp'ny more than Few Tails possessed that he
was out of the race. The father questioned the
young warrior where he would get the other
ponies, and he gave satisfactory answers, so the
girl was given him. lie worked for a great
many moons in getting this debt paid. Not be-
fore rmr since that time has any warrior gone
in del for a squaw, but it show. .1 Parker's
spirit not to be outdone. A few years later he
was made chief of the tribe, and i.o\» has eight
squaws.

The i>s .!•.\u25a0 s never allow a marriage to pro-
ceed unless the bridegro m has iaid for the bride!
"Giving the bride away"1 is an unknown phrase
with them They attain much ceremony to a
wedding. A white person who attends one of
these weddings willneVer forget the sight. It is
undoubtedly the gayest occurrence in all the
Osage rituals of sport. At a wedding not long
ago the Indians gathered long before daylight
in the public square where the ceremony was
to be held. They stood along the outside of
a roped arena. About 8 o'clock six young
men, disrobed, appeared and took their places
in the centre of the square. They were to
race for the bride's pony. Then six squaws,
scantily clad, came out to race for the bride's
robe. On th.> north Bide of the square
the Strike-Ax family, whose daughter, Lydia
Strike-Ax, was the bride of the occasion, had
placed a wigwam. A short distance away was
the wigwam of Paul Red Basle, the bridegroom.
The buzz of Indian voices was heard all around
the square. Indians are great gosstpcrs. The
women talked about the bride's trousseau, and
the men speculated on whether the groom paid
too much for the woman.

Suddenly a silence fell over the assembly of

!started after it. In the mean time Miss >tnke-

A>; was being divested <•:' her fine clothes by
ht r mother. The costly shawl >\a> thrown to
!!;•• wind. Finally the bride stood clad only in
a nightrobe. Then Ued liable, blushing, happy
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and robust, came running from his wigwam,

threw his blanket around the bride and tarried
her back t.. his tent. Not a word was spoken.
l>ut this ended the ceremony and the guests
hit- «

—,outed their approval. Tlu-n the party as-
Si nib* in anoth.T part of fun at the wedding
f.ast. which consisted of boiled do?, fried dot,',
canned dog and dog s..up. The bride and bride-
groom appeared and ate dog from the same
plate.

All Indian weddings ar.- carried out on this
plan. The bride is always bought before the cer-
emony. Sometimes she is auctioned off and at
other times purchased at a private sale. As in
the slavery days ..{ the South, there are many
pathetic incidents in this traffic.
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I- r.Til Engineering.

It is .i popular belief that death fr..m light-
ning is caused by internal burns ,-r by

'
the

rupture ol some vital ..r^-an. such as the heartthe lungs/or stomach; but;though severe lesionsmay sometimes occur, post-mortem examina-tions seldom reveal any serious affections 61 the
viscera. "''\u25a0 for that matter, anything abnormalin the physiological conditions of the strickenperson, rhe same also applies ? to ] pie killedby contact with live wires. In cases of light-ning stroke and elevtric sho< k some of the chiefnerve centres are intensely stimulated. One ofthese, the medulla oblongata. situated at the
head .it the spinal cord, exercises considerablecontrol over the movement of respiration; while
the nerve which it sen. is- out. and which is calledfrom its wanderings the vagus, has a .similarpower over the action of the .heart; s.» that whenthese nerve masses are subjected t.> any undue
excitement the functions of respiration and cir-
culation are at once interfered with. For thisreason. Inall cases, whether of lightning strokeor electric shock, the sufferer is to be placed
without delay in the most favorable position for
breathing, so that by energetically rubbing ailparts of the Idv. and especially ... regular
traction of the tongue, respiration may be re-
stored ifat all possible. Such attentions have re-••all. animation more than once, when all hopes
of recovery were given up. In one case forty-
Bye minutes elapsed before the patient gave
signs of returning animation, and at th. end
of two hours he was able to speak. He experi-' 1
enced no other injury than burns on the hands*
and thigh.
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SENSITIVE TO 27//; CUM
From The Chicago Tribune.

•This climate doesn't agree with me vory
well." remarked the passenger with the cough"Wen. to tell the truth." responded the chanceacquaintance In the next seat, -there are timeswhen it disagrees with me. too. in the mostprovoking and ridiculous manner. I'm the nuawho makes the ofllcial weather predictions."
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