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NEW-YORK TRIBUNE ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.

BUYING INDIAN BRIDES.

AN IND-

OSAGE

STEPS TOWARD OBLITERATING
IAN CUSTOM -HOW
WEDDING IS CONDUCTED.

Wichita, Kan., July 7.—When President Mec-
Kinley recently attached his signature to a bill
passed by the Chickasaw Indiad Coundil, raising
the price of marriage licenses fro:  the ordinary
price to £1.000, he, as “Big Chief” of all the Ind-
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ian tribes, took the first step in obliterating
one of the blots on civilization—the sale of Indian

wife of any man who bids the highest is prac-
tised mostly among the Osages, who are the
richest people, as a whole, on earth. Scarcely a
wedding takes place in the Osage Nation but it
turns out that the bride is the unwilling wife of
a rich master. In many cases the husband is
a white man who has married simply to better
his financial condition. Other tribes in Okla-
homa who follow this castom are the Kiowas,
Comanches, Apaches, Chickasaws and Creeks.

:ands of beautiful young Indian squaws
0d upon the auction block and had their
extolled in a leud voice. A crowd of
grasping men stood around and bid in
she were so much horse-

charms
rough,
competition, as thougt?

flesh. Even so eager were some of them for the
prize that often a handsome young squaw

weuld bring $1,000. Not later than last January
a pretty Osage girl was sold at auction, and two
rival bucks bid against each other until she was
“knocked down” for 283 ponies, or $2.830,

The are the most zed tribe
that now carry on this practice of selling their

Chickasaws civi

woemen as brides, They are one of the Five Civ-
ilized Tribes, and according to the last census
there were 11,000 women in the tribe between
the ages of eighteen and twenty-five unmarried.
Each of these squaws has a headright worth
about $H,0K.  Thousands of white men go to
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this nation, select a suitable woman, go to her
father and make the necessary arrangements
for the marriage. The white man generally
agrees to pay so much money or do a certain
amount of labor for the bride. It makes little
difference whether the rl likes the scheme or
not. Only the fullblood Chick ws practise
wife selling. After their blood : been mixed
by int wirriage—and the gre: » part of that
natior now populated by mixed bloods—the
a rizht to choose their own husbands,
‘ fullbloods yvet sell their daughters, the
| Federal Government recent!ly put into effect a
| high marri act. By this law any white
man who may beco vedded to a Chick-
asaw rl and sect i bal eitizenship must
pay $1LO00O for the m: licens This law
= doe not forbid the Indian gir marrying white
men, but the tribal benefit lo not go with such
> dding unless $1,000 is paid Consequently
rice Is so high to those who marry for;
that is 1 worth the buying; and !
ther sid tho who marry the Indian !
£:rl for ve may vet do so at the san
It ar b fact that duri
two months under this new law not
plied for it o great many were issued just
H vent into effect Th Are many
heaut W wated Chick : girls,
: wttracted thousands of
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HALF BREED

OSAGE FAMILY

Quanah Parker, chief of the Comanches, is | guests. All eyes turned toward the Strike-Ax

the most open violator of the law as regards
bigamy. He has eight wives and bought every
one of them. Too-nocey, his favcerite squaw, was
sold at auction about ten years ago. Parker
was then a young warrior, and had just re-
turned from a big hunt. He was flushed with
success, having kiled many deer. Too-nocey's
father knew that she was above the average in
personal appearance. She was also
cated. So he invited the young warrior over to a
great feast a couple of davs before the sale.
Too-nocey was warned by her father to smile
her sweetest at young Parker. The warrior was

well edu- |
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wigwam. There stood Miss Strike-Ax. What a
vision of dark skinned beauty! Such a bridal
gown! The shimmering white robe around her
shoulders is of the finest buckskin, covered with
silk. The shawl is hand painted and edged with
elk teeth and fine beads. The two crosses at
her ears are of diamonds, and cost three thou-
sand dollars, while the dress cost $250. The
bride was mounted on a little pony. Behind
came the mother on foot.

When they had advanced to within one hun-
dred feet of the runners the two women halted.
The pony was turned loose, and the six bucks

was made chief of the tribe, and now has eight

Squaws,
The a marriage to pro-
cced unless the bridezro m has paid for the br.de

Osages never allow
“Giving the bride away™
with them  They attacn
white

is an unknown phrase
much ceremony to a
A who attends one of
these weddings will never forget the sight. It is
undoubtedly the gayest in all the
rituals of sport. a wedding not long
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“What do 1 hem he cri in a loud voice
“How much am 1 f pretiy squaw
<K ¥ ponies,” yelled Few Tails, a big «
“One hundred ponies,” Parker
mndred and fifty s, put in Few
hesitating.
raised his bid and back and forth they
for an hcar, raising each other anly
a few ponies at a times Finally the young
hunter became disgusted and quit bidding for
a few minutes He his head in deep
thought., The father the ht that he had been
outdone 1 was ing to knock the prize down
to Few Tails, w Parker bid five hundred
po 3, which was more than he had., and so
meny more than Few Tails possessed that he
waes out of the race. The father questioned the
Young warrior where he would get the other
ponies, and he gave isfactory answers, so the
girl was ziven him He worked for a great
many mo in getting this debt paid. Not be-
fore r that time has any warrior gone |
in debt for a squaw, but it showed Parker's
spirit not to be outdone. A few years later he
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from its wanderings the vagus, has a similar
Power over the tion of the heart; so that when
. these nerve masses are s ted to any undue
| excitement the ft tis espiration and eir-
culation are at once inte ed with. For this
| reason, in all cases, whe f lightni stroke

ago the Indians gathered long before daylight |
|

in the public square where the
to held,  They stood along the outside
a roped arena. About 8 o'clock  six
men, disrobed, appeared and took their places
in the centre of the They were to
race for the bride’'s pony. Then six SquUaws,
scantily clad, came out to race for the bride's
robe, On the north of the square
the Strike-Ax family, whose daughter, Lydia
Strike-Ax, was the bride of the occasion, had
placed a wigwam. A short distance away was
the wigwam of Paul Red Eagle, the bridegroom.
The buzz of Indian voices was heard all around
the square. Indians are great gossipers. The
women talked about the bride’s trousseau, and
the men speculated on whether the groom paid
too much for the woman.

Buddenly a silence fell over the assembly of

ceremony was
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or electrie shock, sutferer
without delay in the most

be placed
position for

| breathing, so that by rubbing all
| parts of the budy, and especic by regular
traction of the tongue, respirat may be re-

young |

| of recovery were given up.
| five
| signs of

stored if at all possible. Such attentions have re-
called animation more than onee when all hopes
In one case forty-
minutes elapsed before the patient gave
returning animation, and at the end
of two hours he was able to speak., He experi-

Ivn--ml no other injury than burns on the hands
| and thigh.
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SENSITIVE TO THE CLIMATE,
From The Chicago Tribune.
“This climate doesn't agree
well,” remarked the passenger with the eough
““’o‘ll. to tell the truth,” responded m:- chu:\-é
ncqu:unt:m_mr in the next seat, “there are times
when it disagrees with me, too, in the most
provoking and ridiculous manner. I'm the man
who makes the official weather predictionsy™
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