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ADVANCE

TO PEKING DELAYED.

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF COLUMN

TIEN-TSIN

BEFORE AUGUST

NOT TO START FROM

15,

R S

EMEY’

NEWSCAUSESCONSTERNATION IN WASHINGTON

Admiral Remey informed the Navy Department yesterday that the inter-
national relief column would not start from Tien-Tsin for Peking before the
le of August. The Department did not intend to make the news public,
and was annoyed when it became known.
among officials who adhere to the belief that the Conger message is genuine.

The State Department was informed by Minister Wu that an Imperial edict
had been issued stating that the Ministers in Peking were safe on July 18.

Vice-Admiral Seymour sent a dispatch saying that the Chinese had evacu-

= L
1111

ated Tien-Tsin and its environs.

In foreign capitals doubt was still expressed regarding the authenticity of
Mr. Conger's message and the truthfulness of the Chinese Emperor’s edict.

Sheng, the Chinese Director of Telegraphs, sent out anether report of the
itions’ safety, the date being July 20.

The report caused consternation

SHANGHAL

HUNG AT

CONSULS AGREE TO GIVE TO HIM ES-

CORT ON HIS JOURNEY.

~onvright: 1900 The New-York Tribune.]

By
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Londor 22 6 a. m.—No fresh news of
mportance is published this morning from
h Li Hung Chang zrrived at Shanghal

12v morning. The European consuls had

sly met to decide to permit him an un-
srt of one hundred men when passing
the settlements. A strong feeling pre-
.gainst the honors paid to him at Hong-

Berliner Tageblatt” considers it doubt-
ful whether the Powers will respond to the
the allied troops

The movement Is

4 States’'s request that
on to Peking.
t0 be precipitate, and might involve a

thould push

eat and heavy loss of life.

terr

T Ohserver’ says that the news that the
forei jegations at Peking were gafe on July
18 ap; s g0 palpably unreliable that it is sur-

ing that any one should ever have been led

The absence of a date makes
It seems high-

jeve

Son '8¢

message worthless.

ly impr i¢ not impossible, for a message
tc be brought by courler from Peking to Shan-
Tung in less than two days. This of itself is a
sufficlent cause for distrusting the message
which Sheng is so desirous that Americans
L N. F.

1low whole.

11d swa

AT SEA IN LONDON.
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SITUATION.

ALL

N0 DFEFINITE ON CHINESE
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22 1 a. m.—The British Forelgn

2
Office was reported yesterday morning as dis-
nce that

erediting Mr. Conger’s dispatch as evide c
the legations wera still holding out on Wednes-
t the confidence of the State Depart-
ment in authenticity of the message has not
been without effect here. The Emperor’'s own
¢dict has strengthened the jmpression that China
I8 topsy-turvydom itself. Men who scouted the
Yea twenty-four hours ago that there had been
firect sommunication with the legations at Pe-
king are now content to leave it an open ques-
fion whether anybody except the German Min-
The Dean and Chapter of St.
Peul's have postponed the requiem memorial
ervice indefinitely in response 10 the sugges-
Yon of the dally press. This action was take.n
betore Washington had received the Emperor's
®ict with assurances respecting the safety of
the legations

Bheng

London, July

Gay last

Bter 15 dead

Chinese Directors of Telegraphs,

"8 made g message brought by courier the

basig for a new serial which he is giving out to

» and which is appearing in one

“bltal gf1er anoher.

Chinese officia] news is still discredited at
hai, the Governor of Shan-Tung
€xhausted the patience of the foreigners
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Imperiai Government has exposed itself to

the

consuls,

where
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REMEY SENDS BAD NEWS,

DELAY OF ALLIED FORCE PUZZLES

WASHINGTON OFFICIALS

(By The Associated Press.)
Washington, July 21.—Two dispatches from
Chinese officials and one from Admiral Remey

at Taku represented the news developments of

the day so far as the Chinese situation wasl
1]

concerned. The Chinese dispatches were in-
tended to corroborate the Conger message of
Admiral

from a list of casualties, was most important.

vesterday. Remey’'s dispatch, aside
It conveyed the disagreeable news that the in-
ternational column would not begin its advance
This

news was received here with consternation, in

upon Peking before the middle of August.

view of Mr. Conger’s statement of the desperate

position the foreigners were in.

The delay is incomprehensible to the officials
Tt
midable in numbers and of veteran soldlers is
at Tien-Tsin and Taku, and with a courageous
leader it was expected that this force would
push on at once, cutting loose from its base if
need be, and forcing its way to Peking, leaving
the reinforcements now streaming toward Taku
from every quarter of the globe to re-establish
the base and to reopen communication

It is possible to draw two conclusions from a i
failure of the foreign commanders to do this.
First, the European governments have allowed
the scepticism as to the authenticity of Mr.
Conger’s dispatch to carry them to the point of
proceeding coolly and deliberately on the sup-
position that there are no foreigners alive {n |
Peking to be saved, and consequently there is
no nead for haste.

The other conclusion is that friction is devel-
oping among the allies in spite of the earnest
endeavors of the Powers whose motives as to
China are go far unimpeached to prevent it.
Color is lent to this theory by the fact that the
governments have so far been unable to agree |
on an international commander for the expedi-

here. js known that an army already for-

tion to Peking, and this, too, in spite of the
fact that Admiral Remey, acting by the ‘In-
structions of his Government, is exhausting |

every effort to induce the other commanders at
Taku and Tien-Tsin to hasten their movements.
The text of Admiral Remey’s statemeng rela-
tive to the movement of the international col-
umn was not made public. In fact, it was not
intended that the news should get out, and there
was a feeling of annoyance exhibited at the
publication, because of its possible effect on the
{nternational negotlations now under way.
Meanwhile, to secure an accurate statement of |
the exact conditions at Taku and Tien-Tsin, and |
the resources which will be at the disposal of
the international commander, whoever he may
be, Secretary Long to-day instructed Admiral :
Remey to send bim a statement of the nl'unvber
of international troops now ashore in China,
geparating the different nationalitles .
General Chaffee {8 due at Nagasaki in a
He will arrive at Taku in ahout a w eek
It has been suggested here that
leave the other com-

day

or two
from this time

P be
ffee will, If need be, :
:xr'lxardcr-s to their devices and lead the way to

Peking himself. His brother officers in the War
It‘ sartment say that he 18 competent m.under.
mk“ this task Others declare that with the
e § SK. ;
- all force of Americans at his command the
gmall o et th
attempt would be ven If Chaffee w
1 by the British
e
! VD WATER! |
1 v WATER! POLAND
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BOLT HITS A TROLLEY CAR.

FLAMES ENVELOP IT AND MANY PER-

SONS ARE BURNED OR SHOCKED.

PR —

THE TERRIBELE CRASH DISABLES THE

TELEPHONES IN A NEARBY APART-

MENT +HOUSE.

Something happened to a rorthbound Madi-
son-ave. electric car at Eighty-third-st. in the
thunderstorm last evening. Some witnesses say
lightning hit the car. Others say the fuse blew
out, but it is probable that both things hap-
pened. All agreed that the car was enveloped
in flame for a moment. Many persons were in-
jured. The police obtaired the names of the
following:

HUGHES, Margaret, forty-five years old, of Fourth-ave.
and Eighteenth-st., shocked. Taken home by friends.

MARX, L. W,, forty—one years old, of No. 101 Wegt One-
hundred-and-fourteenth-st., right knee cap {injured,
slight burns, Taken home in cab.

MARX, Morris, fourteen vears old, of No. 101 West One-
hundred-and-fourteenth--st., right leg contused, slight
burns, Taken home in a cab.

REYNOLDS, Josephine, forty-four years old, of No. 1.260
Madison-ave., shocked. Taken home by friends.

SCHREIBER, Mrs. Annle, thirty-eight years old, of No.
28 Edst One-hundred-and-frurth-st., ankle spratned,

ehoek, ‘burned about face and body. Taken to Presby-
terian Hospital

SCHREIBER. Harry, twelvé years old, of
One-hundred-and-fourth-st.,
bu on hands and face.
Hospital

SCHREIBER, Mamle, thirteen years old, of No. 268 East
One-hundred-and-fourth-st.,” right arm and shoulder
burned, shock. Taken to the Presbyterian Mospltal.

No. 26 East
shock, knee cap injured,
Taken to the Presbyterian

Mrs. Schreiber and her two children were in
the fifth seat from the rear, on the inside. Mrs.
Schreiber received a terrific shock. It hurled
her against the upright which supports the roof,
and she was found lying helplessly on the guard-
rail, in danger of falling to the street. Her chil-
dren were thrown almost upon her, but recov-
ered almost instantly.

The women who fell from the car in a faint
declined to give their names. Several of the
passengers other than those named were
scorched by the flames, but did not wish their
names recorded.

To add to the terror of the scene, the rain
came down in torrents and drenched everybody.
There was a second stroke of lightning a few
seconds later. It so damaged the telephones in
the apartment house at No. 1,109 Madison-ave.
—the one where the temporary hospital was
made—and in Dr. Lewengood’s home ‘that they
could not be used again.

The occupants of neighboring houses all de-
scribed the crash as terrific, and were much
alarmed. A large crowd gathered despite the
storm to see what had happened.

The car was an open It was crowded
with people. The motorman was J. Ayvers and

one,

the conductor Edward M. McKienue. Michael
Lawlor, the elevator man in the apartment
house at Nos. 1,109 and 1,111 Madison-ave.,

tells the best story of what happened. He sald:

As the car neared Eighty-third-st. the motorman
seemed to be shutting off power and putting on the
brake, for it slowed up. Just then there was a
dvarbn:'ng crash and a bolt of zigzag lightning
came down and hit the car squarely. It burned out
a fuse and the car was literally covered up with
flame and emoke for an instant. It was something
like the explosion of a large gun. The motorman
kept his head and stopped the car in twenty feet.

| Some of the women jumped. Two of them lay in a

faint right in the street. A lot of the men jumped
off. 1 noticed one woman and two children lying
helpless against the inside guardrail. I did not
stop for any more. I just ran to the telephone and
called on the Presbyterian Hospital for an ambu-

lance. After I called the ambulance I had the in-
jured persons carried into the hallway of the
apartment house until they were either taken

home or to the hospital.
Dr. Jacob Lewengood was gitting with the mem-

! bers of his family on his stoop, at No. 1,118 Madison-

ave., watching the preliminary
when the accident happened. His version differs.
That there was a crash, and that lightning hit
somewhere, he says was true, but he did not think
it hit the car. He heard the small puff as the fuse
blew out, and the next moment the car was hidden
from view by a shea2t of flame and smoke. When

lightning diﬂ.lay

; the car was seen a moment later, it had been |
stopped a short d!stance away, and he noticed
that several persons were hurt. Two women lé

in a swoon on the street, while others lay motion-
less in the car. The passengers were in a panic.
Dr. Lewengood got his emergency case and ran
to help the injured. By his advice, and with the
ald of Policeman Drum and neighbors and those of
the passengers not hurt, the victims were carried
into the apartment house Ambulances arrived in
a few minutes, and Dr. Jackson and the doctors
who came with them from the Presbyterian Hos-
pital, set about caring for the injured persons.

e
SNOW IN MICHIGAN.

Chicago, July 21.—A dispatch to “The Record”
from Marshall, Mich 6 says that snow fell there last
evening for a few minutes in the course of a hard
windstorm. The wind did much damage, hlnwln}'

and

down orchards and barns, unroofing houses
breaking glass
WHALE ESINKS PILOT BOAT.

San Francisco, July 21 (Special).—The pilot hoat
Bonita, the swiftest craft of her kind in San Fran-
risco Bay, was struck by a huge whale last night
off the Farallone Islands and so badly damaged
that ehe sank in five hours. Five pllots and flve
sallors were aboard, and they were a badly scared
1ot of salts. The boat was riding the swells, when
thero came a crash as though they had hit on a
reaf. Pllot Swanson rushed to the side and saw a
huge whale, fully eighty feet long. It
though stunned for a moment, and then darted off
with a great splashing. For some distance the ocean
seemed to he alive with these monsters of the degp
As soon as the men recovered from their fright
they found the vessel leaking badly. She sank,

| despite their efforts to save her,

e — & ————

POLAND WATER LEPOT, 38 PARK PL, N. T.

Carloads received daily, orders promptly flled.
vi
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SARATOGA, SEPTEMBER 4

DATE AND PLACE FOR REPUB-
LICAN STATE CONVENTION.

QUICK WORK OF THE STATE COMMIT-
TEE — OVERWHELMING

FOR ODELL FOR

SENTIMENT
GOVERNOR.

Repuklican State Convention,
September 4, at noon.

Saratoga,

The selection of the time and place for tha
State Convention was the work of the Republi-
can State Committee at its meeting at noon
yvesterday in Parlor DR of the Fifth Avenue

Hotel. With the members of the State Com-
mittee met the chalrmen of the Republican

County committees, representing every Assem-
bly district and county organization of the
party in the State. It was the plan of B. B.
Odell, jr., chairman of the State Committee, to
have the county leaders meet with the State
Committeemen to talk over the situation in all
parts of the State in preparation for a vigorous
political campalgn.

The formal meeting of the State Commlitee
was brief, lasting oenly a few minutes. In addi-
tion to naming time and place for the State
Convention the committee accepted the resigna-
tion of John R. Hazel, of Buffalo, who retires
from the committee on account of his appoint-
ment to the office of United States District Judge
for the Western District of New-Yerk. The
conference with the county chairmen lasted sev-
eral hours, each chairman making a verbal re-
port of the conditions in his county. The pro-
ceedings were in executive sesslon, no news-
paper men being allowed in the room, but an
artist and a photographer in the employ of
The Tribune were admitted long enough to take
a snapshot.

Much interest in the gathering was shown by
Republican politicians who did not have business
at the meeting. They thronged the lobby of the
Fifth Avenue Hotel for hours, talking about the
work of the coming State Convention and about
the plans for the fall campaign Senator Platt
was prominent among the politicians who did
not attend the meeting. He went to the hotel
about an hour before noon and sat for a few
hours on one of the benches in the lobby, avold-
ing the ‘‘amen corner,” but talking constantly
with his political friends, who took turns in
gharing the bench with him.

Naturally one of the chief topics of discus-
sion was the selection of a Republican candidate
for Governor. The name of B. B. Odell, jr,
was mentioned so often and so favorably by
the politicians that there seemed to be no room
for doubt that his selection to head the State
ticket is favored by a large majority of the or-
ganizatlon leaders. Senator Platt, while avold-
ing expression of his individual sentiments, said
he thought it loeked like Odell. His preference
for Mr. Odell is understood by most of the
politicians. On all sides was heard the state-
ment: “Odell can have the nomination if he
wants {t.”

Mr. Odell, when asked by many of his friends
in the gathering if he would accept the nomi-
nation for Governor smiled and said he was
not talking about it. He has put himself in the
attitude of being unwilling to be considered as a
candidate for the nomination. Some of the
Brooklyn friends of Lieutenant-Governor Wood-
ruff, hearing many anxlous politicians ask if
Mr. Odell could be induced to accept, said scern-
fully that it seemed to be the fashion to decline
as a means of making sure of what was wanted.
Woodruff hiad declared, it was remarked,
that he would not be a candidate for Governor.

There was less talk about the choice of a can-
didate for Lieutenant-Governor, but the name

| most frequently mentioned in connection with

the office was that of State Sepator Horace
White, of Syracuse. It was said by many of
the politicians that Mr. White's ability, high
character and fine record in the Legislature |
marked him as a man pecullarly fitted for the
office.

When the State Committee met at noon in |
Parlor DR there was a crowd in the room, the t
county chairmen having been directed to as- |
semble there. Mr. Odell called the State Com- |
mittee to order, and when Colonel Fox, the sec- “
retary, called the roll it was ascertained that |
the districts were represented as follows: ‘

|
|

Dist. | Dist. l
1 Willlam J. Youngs |18 Louts F. Payn
2 K. noss Appiewon 20 Willlam Barnes, fr
8 Michael J. Dady. 21 Jacod Snell.
4 John D. Post. 122 W, W. Worden.
5 John G. Deubert. 23 Isaac V, Baker, jr. |
6 Robert M. Johnson 24 John T. Mott |
7 Hugh McRoberts. 25 Thomas Wheeler, {
& Cornelius Van Cott 28 G. T. Rogers, proxy for
¥ John Steibiing George W, Dunn. |
10 Clarence W. Meade. 27 J. M. Gilbert, proxy for |
11 Ferdinand Eldman Francis Hendricks. |
12 Willlam Henkel 28 Thomas Robinson. |
13 Smith Pine. 20 John F. Parkhurst.
14 Lemuel E. Quigs. 30 Irving L'Hommedleu. [
15 Frank Raymond. 31 George W. Aldridge.
18 E. H. Healey, proxy for 82 Vacant,

William H. Ten Eyck. 33 Willam C. Warren.
17 Benjamin B, Odell, fr 44 F. W, Higgirs, proxy for
18 George J. Smith, proxy William J. Glenn.

for Gilbert D. B. Has
brouck,

W. W. Worden presented a resolution to call
the next meeting of the Republican State Con-

Continaed on temth Dage.

RUMOR OF GREAT BATTLE.

LORD ROBERTS, HOWEVER,
CONFIRM REPORT.

FAILS TO

[Copyright; 1800: By The New-York Tribune.}
[BY CABLE TO THR TRIBUNE.]

London, July 1 a. m.—There was a Cape
Tcwn dispatch yesterday to the effect that Lord
Roberts had attacked General Botha's army at
Middleburg and had fought a big battle, but
there was no official confirmation of the report
at midnight, when the War Office bulletin was
posted.

Lord Roberts was able to report a repulse of
General De Wet's commando near Lindley,
where there had been a severe fight lasting
several hours. This commando retreated in two
directions, but neither fraction of the force was
pursued.

A train with wounded and sick men on board
has been wrecked the Boers in Trans-
vaal. Lord Roberts’s columns are marching in
various directions without encountering the
enemy. Apart from Lord Roberts's balletin
there was no real news from South Africa ex-
cept the text of Sir Alfred Milner's courageous
anQ spirited speech in opening the Cape Parlia-

a0

by the

ment, E~1NP
HEAVY FIRING AT MIDDLEBURG.

Lourengo Marques, July 21.—A dispatch from
Machadodorp says that heavy artillery firing
has been reported from the nelghborhood of
Middleburg, where it was said that the Boers
have prepared to retire upon the approach of
the British.

Among the prisoners passing through Nooit
Gadacht this week were a number of Canadians
captured at Greylingstad.

Four German officers who have been acting as
Mr. Kriiger's military advisers have just ar-
rived here, having received orders from Berlin
to proceed to active service in China.

s
DE WET'S FORCE REPULSED.

London, July 21.—The War Office has received
the following from Lord Roberts:

Pretoria, July 21.—Little, temporarily com-
manding the Third Brigade, reports that on
July 19 he came in contact near Lindley with
De Wet's force, which broke through Hunter's
cordon. The fighting lasted unti! dusk, when
De Wet's force, being repulsed, broke into two
parties. Little's casualties were slight. He
buried five Boers.

Hamilton and Mahon continued their eastward

march yesterday, and should join hands with
Pole-Carew to-day near Ersten Fabriken sta- *
tion.

A body of the enemy wrecked a train carrying
sick between Kriigersdorp and Potchefstroom
on July 19.

—

CONDEMNS ENGLISH FIELD HOSPITALS.
RETL :.NED SCOUT SAYS THAT THE SERVICE

IS POOR

R. I. Plerson. of New-Orleans, a veteran of the
Spanish-American War, who has been fighting
Boers in South Africa with the Colonial Divisional
Scouts, returned yesterday on hoard the American
liner St. Louis. When he landed he wore the brown
uniform of an English scout, and on h br
medal presented to him by the officers of Brab
Horse for distingulshed bravery on Apri
siege of Wepener, Orange Free State
to get through the lines to bring rellef to
he was captured by the Boers

Mr. Pierson was emphatic in condemning th
hospital service of the English army. ‘“The med
attention that one receives out there,” said,
*4s certalnly enough to make the blood boil. It is
disgraceful. The truth Is beginning to come «
but it is by no means all out When I
wounded in the leg the

tention to the fact. I w
to another for so long a time that at
knitted and the ball could not be re
surgeons range in age from about
twenty-one years. They wear cuffs and
but if they get a case that will caus
trouble they order tlie patient sent to sor
hospital. Little they care whether he dies on the
way,

“When I finally reached England, however, I
received all the attention that I needed.”

Mr. Plerson will return to England in the fall
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Evansville, Ind., July 21.—Herman Strauser, a
railroad man, shot and killed his divorced wife to-
day. He then committed suicide.

Chicago, July 21.—The police officials are investi-
gating a mystery at the Stock Yards, which they
think Is another Luetgert case. A human skull
and a palir of shoes have been found in a render-
ing tank owned by one of the packing house firms
at the yards., Several men recently in the employ
of the company have disappeared, and the police
are searching for them, to see if any light can be
shed on the mysterious find. It is a theory of the
police that the victim was pushed into the tank.

Niles, Ohlo, July 21.—A streetcar containing forty
ersons, on the Mineral Ridge and Niles Rallway,
umped the track at Mineral Ridge last night. The
car turned over, and every person on board was
fnjured. Those most seriously hurt were: Howell
Willlams, of Mineral Rldge, who may dle; Watkin
Willlams, of Niles, internally injured; William
Newby, of Niles, head badly hurt; John Ryan, of
Niles, badly bruised, and Samuel Shaw, of Niles,
hip and head injured.
— e
EXPANSION OF THE SOUTHWEST

will be celebrated In 1903 at St. Louls, the metrop-
olls of the Mississippl Valley. Preparatory thereto,
the New-York Central, Lake Shore and Blg Four
have Inaugurated a fine new train service beétween

New-York and St. Louls. See New-York Central
time table.—Advt.

- ——— e

POLAND! POLAND! POLAND! POLAND!

Is the purest natural spring water in the world.
~Advt. " ‘
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NEWS OF TWO CAT’&TALS

LONDON.

THF SENSATION CAUSED BY THE CON-

GER DISPATCH

CABALS IN SOCIETY AGAINST LORD ROB-

ERTS—-DISAPPOINTING INACTION
IN SOUTH AFRICA.

[Copyright; 190%: By

The New-York Tribune.)
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIEUNE.]

London, July 21.—The simplicity of young
America has confounded the arts and wisdom
of European diplomacy. The practical device of
the State Department for finding out by a cipher
message whether Minister Conger is still alive
has startled the Foreign Office, dazed halfpenny
journalism and silenced the requiems for the
dead ordered by the Dean and Chapter of th
metropolitan cathedral.

Naturally, diplomatie enterprise of this uncon-
ventional kind is regarded critically in this con-
servativé country, where there is a prejudice of
long standing against anything so untutorad
apd unfottered as American statecraft. Min
ister Conger's message is not considered econ-
clusive, either by the British officials or by the
London press, which has been printing detafled
accounts of the magsseres at Peking. As for
the Dean and Chapter of St Paul's, who have
been prematurely arranging a theatrical service
for the dead for Monday, and suggesting that
“The Dead March from Saul” should he played
in every church to-morr
lacking in which to exp
3

W we words are
s their astonishment
over American cr v and meddlesomeness.
There neral agreement that the proe-
esses of American diplomacy, while simple and
childlike, are irr r and untrustwor
“Why )
of send
donald?” ask
“Why should

K

is a g

Foreign ¢
M
ant Briton last night
importance be al-
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in South Africa. This is pe rtunate, for
the heat has been terMbly s for London,
and worrying is dangerous unless it can be done
underneath a straw hat. It is probable that
Lord Rober campaign has not been going
well, although the situation is not clear, and
here may be a nt surprise for the pub-

Anyhow, it had been generally believed that
the Boers were roun 1 up in a mountainous
orner of the Free State, and that they were
falling back demoralized into the Transvaal, but
th > expectations have not been jus ed. Gen-

eral De Wet has contrived to break through
the cordon with a single column, which may
now be heading for the railway or swooping
down upon the convoys and isolated posts. He

has also left behind in the mountain fastnesses a
force of sufficient strength to compel Generals
Rundle and Hunter to operate cautiously. Mean-
while General Botha's force has been pressing
closely around Pretoria since Nitral's Nek, and
Lord Roberts does not appear to be accom-
plishing any useful résult by sending columns to
Rustenburg and nort

The long silence w

ward from Waterval.
*h has followed the brief

| announcement that the Boer fox had broken
from the mountains with two brigadss g
mounted troops after him seema s Indlcate

that ke has found cover !n some unexpected
quarter. It is hardly possible to form any con-
clusion from the meagre dispatches now printed
from the theatre of war, as the censorship is so
rigorous that important movements pass un-
recorded. The fact has come out that General
Paget was practically under siege for weeks at

Lindley, and that General De Wet made re-
peated attempts to capture the town. This was
not hinted at until a day or two ago. Military

men fall to explain why the Boers have sue-
ceeded in capturing one body of British troops
after another, whils they invariably elude pur<
suit themselves, disappear when apparently
surrounded and entrapped, and then reappear
elsewhere and work further mischief. Thelr
horses ought to be worn out by this time, and
they cannot be sure of getting remounts or supe=
plies; but their mobility is unceasing, and so=
called flying columns on the British side are unw
able to overtake, hunt down and capture the
commandoes. Lord Roberts's frienda are ase
serting that he is badly served by the generals
in the Free State, and assuming that as soon as

: General De Wet's forces are dispersed the cam-
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