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CHINESE CHANGE THE

R TONE

AN IMPERIAL DECREE ALLOWS MINISTERS TO SEND

MESSAGES

UNRESTRICTED.

STRONG ESCORT TO ACCOMPANY THEM TO TIEN-TSIN

Sheng, the Chinese Director of Telegraphs, announced that an Imperial de-

cree of August 2 provided for free communication betw
ters and their governments and the sending of the En

a strong escort.

veen the foreign Minis-
voys to Tien-Tsin under

The Belgian Vice-Consul at Tien-Tsin sent a dispatch from Che-Foo, dated
August 4, saying that the Chinese in Peking were fortifying the position out-
side of the British Legation. He added that all the members of the Belgian

Legation were well.

A report from Shanghai giving as a rumor the suicide of Li Hung Chang
was not confirmed, and the indications are that he is alive.

Moukden’s Governor issued a proclamation urging the massacre of Chris-
tians, and the missionaries in that province have organized for defence.

pe——

G0OD SUPPLIES IN PEKING

L1 PING HENG RESPONSIBLE FOR CON-
TINUED WARFARE.

[Copyright; 1900: By The New-York Tribune.]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, Aug. 6, 6 a. m.—“The Express's”
correspondent in Peking has managed to get
through a dispatch, dated July 22. He men-
tions that the food has been short among the
white population, but that they are confident
of relief soon. The Chinese, it seems, wanted
peace when the Tien-Tsin arsenals were capt-
ured, but Li Ping Heng arrived in the capital
at a critical moment and overthrew the peace
party.

The correspondent refers to the impossibil-
ity of communicating with -the occupants of
the British Legation, and to the fact that most
of its bulidings have been destroyed. This
throws new light on the position in Peking,
for it had been understood from previous tele-
grams that the foreigners were all sheltered
in the British Legation for the sake of their
greater security.

The Austrian and Belgian legations are stated
to have been destroyed by an explosion.

According to the Tien-Tsin correspondent of
“The Express,” the American and British forces
began thelr advance on Peking iast Thursday.
General Chaffee was delayed in getting away
by difficulty in disembarking his troops, but
there were no such obstacles to the British Gen-
eral's advance, and his delay is inexplicable,

Further fighting occurred at Tien-Tsin on
August 1, but no serious operations are reported.

Information has been received in Shanghai
that the foreign Ministers in Peking were all
well on July 30. IL. N. F.

ALLIES NOT OF ONE MIND.

DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF AN ENGAGE-
MENT DISCREDITED.

[Copyright; 1900: By The New-York Tribune.]
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUXNE.]

London, Aug. 6, 1 a. m.—News from China at
midnight was a mass of contradictions and sur-
mises. The most startling rumor in air was the
ftory that Li Hung Chang had committed sui-
cide. but it was discredited in Fleet Street and
in the clubs. It was considered more probable
that he was intriguing with the Russian of-
ficials and striving to break up the concert of
the Powers.

Four missionaries are reported to have been
murdered near Hankow, and on the other hand
the Southern Provinces were described as set-
tling down.

Rumors that the allied army had advanced

toward Peking were varied, with the details
of an eight hours’ engagement with Chinese, but
this theory simmered down into a skirmish a
miles west of Tien-Tsin, which had al-
ready been reported.

There were persistent reports from Chinese
sources that the allied commanders had dis-
agreed on various points and could not be in-
éuced to order an advance upon the capital

few

s of opinion were probably ex- |
These differences g ! Lofa. The firce includes twenty thousand Jap-

aggerated, but there was probably a substra-
tum of truth for these Chinese fictions. The
American, British and Japanese commanders
are described as eager for a decisive action,
whereas the Russians and Germans do not con-
sider the united column strong enough for the
work, and assume that it will be forced to re-
tire to Tien-Tsin if it starts prematurely angd
inadequately supplied with food and ammuni-

tion.

The responsibility for inaction is saddled upon
every contingent except the American column,
which, according to all press accounts, is pul-
gating with energy and anxious to march to
Peking with the least possible delay.

Two facts stand out among all these rumors
of dissensions. One is the reluctance of the Chi-
nese Vieceroyvs and Imperial officials to have the
relief columns set in motion, and the other 1s '
the impracticability of having an army con-
ducted by a consulting board of six generals, or |
admirals. Two sections of the allied forcés, |
the Russian and the German, are believed to
be hanging back on the ground that Vice-Ad- |
mira] eymour's mistake must not be repeated, |
and that marching orders must be deferred !
until the transport is In perfect order and the !
troops are ready to go up to the capital with an
irresistible rush.

Chinese reports that Russia insists upon
arting independently and is objecting to an
advance upon Peking are not credited with
those who are watching the crisis most closely.
Some commanders are more cautious than
others, and the urgency of a relief expedition is
an cpen question when the legations are not
under attack and are probably receiving sup-
plies with the sanction or connivance of the
officiale. The Powers must stand together in
& last resort in rescuing the legations. Some |
of the most astute students of Chinese affairs
assert confidently that the legations will be es-
corted to Tien-Tsin as soon as the Imperial |
authorities are convinced that Russia cannot
be detached from the campaign, and that a re- |
lief column will be dispatched to the capital. !

. W |

RECREATION AND INFORMATION BUREAU
of t Broadway, corner
of tg:huc' "c’.“-ucﬁgl'ﬁ:l' \:ltllazol:twc:‘:rte v'duu;::
about over two reso
rrached by the New York Central lines.—Advt,

; thousand Russians.

| ness.

AFRAID OF THE POWERS.

CHINA'S CONCESSIONS — RUMORS OF
ALLIES' REPULSE.
(By The Associated Press.)

Paris, Aug. 5.—Sheng, Director-General of

Railways and Telegraphs, has just communi-
cated to the consuls at Shanghai, according
to a dispatch te the “Temps,” dated August
5, an Imperial decree, dated August 2.

It authorizes the foreign Ministers Tn
Peking to communicate without restriction
with their Governments, and orders their

departure for Tien-Tsin under =a strong
escort.

The Shanghai correspondent of the “Temps,"
telegraphing to-day, says:

The number of allies leaving Tien-Tsin is no
better known here than are the facts as to the

march itselt, but it is rumored that the advance
guard has been repulsed.

T
BELGIAN LEGATION SAFE.

CHINESE, HOWEVER, ADDING TO BARRI-
CADES AROUND BRITISH COMPOUND.

Brussels, Aug. 5.—The Belgian Vice-Consul
at Tien-Tsin, M. H. Kotels, in a dispatch by
way of Che-Foo, 4, and Shanghal,
August 5, says that the Chinese in Peking are
fortifying their position outside the British
Legation. He adlds that all the members of
the Belgian Legation are in good health.

URGING

August

CHRISTIANS' MASSACRE.

MOUKDEN'S GOVERNOR ADVISES EXTER-
MINATION OF FOREIGNERS.

Paris, Aug. 5.—The French Foreign Office has
received the following dispatch from the French
Consul at Che-Foo, dated August 2:

The Governor of Moukden in a procl i
:_\'as urged the people of Mancburmpto m&:;:;:_’;:
Christians. Nearly all the missions have been
destroyed. The missionaries have organized for
defence, and are assisted by other Christians.

RUSSIANS CAPTURE AIGUN.
CH;NESE ROUTED AFTER A STUBBORN
FIGHT.

St. Petersburg, Aug. 5.—The War Office has re-

ceilved a dispatch from General Grodekoff, dated

Khabarovsk, August 5, announcing that Aigun

had been taken by the Russians after a stub-
born fight, and that the Chinese were being
pursued in the direction of Tsitsikar.
e N
LI HUNG XOT A SUICIDE,

Shanghai, Aug. 5.—The report that Li Hung
Chang had committed suicide is without foun-
dation. He is merely in a despondent state.

ADVANCE SAID TO HAVE BEGUN.
ALLEGED MARCH OF UNITED FORCES ON
JULY 30—-YUNG LU RESPONSIBLE
FOR MINISTERS.

{By The Associated Press.)

London, Aug. 6.—The American and British

- forces began the advance on Peking last Thurs-
| day, according to a dispatch dated August 2

from Tien-Tsin to “the Daily Express.” The

correspondent €ays:

The main body of the allies marc 0 r
30. General Chaffee was delayed b;}egimau‘ml{
of disembarkation. General Dorward, the Brit:
ish commander, had no such obstacles, and his
delay is inexplicable,

The other foreign troops are now half way to
General

anese under

Yamachuchi and ten
The British force numbers
nine thousand. and the other foreign troops are
seven thousand. We are weak in artillery.

On August 1 a strong force of Chinese from
the native city attacked Tien-Tsin. By a series
of brilllant charges our troops drove the enem;
from their positions. The native city is still de-
fiant, and the allies are unwilling to march
troops through its streets, as this would mean
an immense slaughter. When the Chinese saw
s0 large a body of troops marching westward,
they apparently believed they would have an
easy victory over those who were left.

THE HORRORS IN PEKING.

A message to the same paper from a corre-
spondent in Peking, dated July 22,

The women have borne all the horrors with
marvellous fortitude, and even with cheerful-
The Chinese wanted peace when the ar-

senals at Tien-Tsin were captured, and the nego-
tiations bade fair to be sfuccessful. Unfortu-

Savs:

' nately Li Ping Heng and Kang Yu arrived here

at the critical moment and overthrew the peace
party.

Food has been short, but not terribly so,
though we have had to be very careful.

A Shanghai dispatch, dated August 4, says:

The first overt attack upon foreigners oc-
curred this morning. Three Chinese, supposed
to be soldiers in disguise, flred at a well known

! English resident, while he was lying asleep on

the veranda of his house. He had a narrow
escape. E

From various sources come statements that
a large body of Boxers-—some estimating them
at three thousand-—is gathering south of Tien-
Tsin and threatening communications.

ESCORT PROVIDED FOR ENVOYS.

The Shanghal correspondent of “The Daily
Mail”" announces the reception of an Imperia!
edict, dated August 2, ordering General Yung
Lu to select high military and civil dignitaries,
together with a sufficient number of picked
troops, to escort the foreign Ministers to Tien-
Tsin as soon as they declde to leave Peking. By
the terms of the edict General Yung Lu will be
held personally responsible for their safety, and
to him is given full authority to deal summarily

with those opposing the peaceful passage of the '

escort.
“By such acts,” concludes the edict, “do we

Continued on third page.

THE SHAH

OF PERSIA.

(From Le Monde Illustré.)

KILLED BY TRAIN ROBBERS.

PASSENGER WHO REFUSED TO GIVE UP
HIS VALUABLES LOST HIS LIFE.

Salina, Kan., Aug. 5—Union Pacific east-
hound passenger train No. 4, which left Denver
ast night, was held up by men several miles
west of Hugo, Col., ninety miles this side of Den-
ver, The passengers in the Pullman sleepers
were robbed of their money and valuables. An
old man, named Fay, a resident of California,
who had been visiting in Denver and was on his
way to St. Louis, refused to surrender his valua-
bles and fired a shot at one of the robbers, but
missed. Thereupon the robbers fired, one shot
entering Fay's mouth and coming out at the
back of his head, killilng him almost instantly.
The robbers stopped the train, jumped off and
escaped.

The robbers got on one of the sleepers near
Limon, and after the train had started the men
made a noise at the door. The conductor,
thinking they were tramps, opened the door to
put them off. The robbers, who were masked,
rointed a pistol at his head and ordered him to
lead the way through the coaches. All of the
passengers were asleep, and the conductor was
ordered to wake them one at a time. The
frightened passengers were told to keep quiet or
they would be killed, and at the same time were
asked to hand over their money and valuables.
The robbers obtained about $100 in ecash and
a number of gold watches and pieces of jewelry.

The robbery took place a few minutes before
1 o'clock this morning. The body of Fay, who
was killed, was taken off at Hugo and sent to
Denver. He was probably sixty years old, and
a prominent Odd Fellow. The conductor, who
was compelled to hold a bag while the robbers
relfeved the passengers, lost his watch, and
asked that it be returned to him in order that
he might run his train on time. The robbers
gave it back.

After ransacking the two coaches, the men
made the conductor pull the bellcord, but the
train was going so rapidly that the robbers were
taken to Hugo before it slowed up enough to
enable them td jump. They compelled the con-
ductor to get off ahead of them, so that if any
of the passengers had been in waiting they
would have shot him first. After the robbers
had dismounted they ordered the conductor to
return to nis train.

Miss Shaw, of Denver, a passenger on
train, arrived in Salina this morning. She
stated that when the men entered the cars
every one was asleep, and few knew anything
of what was going on until they were awakened
by the robhbers. When the men came to her
berth a pistol was pointed at her face, and she
was told to be quist and hand over her valua-
bles. With great presence of mind she opened
her pockethook, letting a number of bills fall
out, and then handed the purse, containing some
silver, to the robbers. She also managed to
save her watch, which was pinned to her dress,
by placing her arm over fit.

the

KING ALEXANDER WEDDED.

SERVIAN RULER'S MARRIAGE — AMNESTY
FOR POLITICAL OFFENDERS.
Belgrade, Aug. 5.—King Alexander to-day

wedded Mme. Draga Maschin, the ceremony be-
ing performed with great pomp.

In honor of the occasion the King granted an
amnesty, together with numerous political par-
dons, including one to the former Radical Pre-
mier Tauschanovich.

Preceded by a squadron of Servian Life
Guards, the bridal couple rode in an open car-
riage and amid loud cheers to the Cathedral.
The Metropolitan met them at the door, blessed
them, and, under the ritual of the Greek Church,
made them man and wife.

The King and Queen then received the con-
gratulations of the Diplomatic Corps, after
which they re-entered the royal carriage and
were driven to the palace, where a march past
was witnessed and the wedding breakfast was
served.

The bridal procession passed through streets
gay with flags and flowers. Carpets were hung
from windows, and‘ the balconies were crowded
with people.

It is estimated that no fewer than thirty
thousand people came from the provinces and

from abroad to see the wedding pageant.
— .

THE WINDWARD GOING XNORTH.

PEARY'S STEAMER'S PROGRESS LIKELY TO BE

HAMPERED BY ICE.

St. John's, N. F., Aug. 5.—The Labrador mail
steamer Virginia Lake, which arrived here to-day,
reports that the Peary exploring steamer Wind-
ward passed through the Straits of Beile Isle last
Sunday, bound north.

She also reports that immense fioes still block

the northern coast of Labrador. This will seriously
impede the Windward’'s progress,

The mail steamer was unable to get
Double Island, the floe there being
Hundreds of fishing schooners
blocked.

CAB DRIVERS IN PARIS STRIKE.
Parls, Aug. D.—Four thousand cab drivers have
gone on strike, demanding a lower rate for ve-
hicles rented. There have been no disturbances,
but the Republican Guards protect the stables.

—_————

THE GRIP of a Cold can be relaxed with
JAYNE'S EXPECTORANT.—Advt,

beyond
impassable.
were similarly

DE WET’S FORCES TRAPPED.

BOERS HEMMED IN NEAR REITZ—-HAM-
ILTON CUTTING OFF BOTHA.

London, Aug. 5.—A dispatch from Pretoria,
dated Saturday, says:

General Christian De Wet is completely
surrounded near Reitz, and it is impossible
for his forces to escape through the strong
British cordon,

The Boers say they will make a stand at
Machadodorp. They are short of ammunition
and food. General Hamilton by the rapidity of
his movements, prevents reinforcements reach-
ing Commandant-General Botha.

It appears that after the train carrying United
States Consul Stowe and flying the Stars and
Stripes was deralled at Honigspruit, south of
Kroonstad, concealed Boers fired, killing four
men,

Many residents of Pretoria have been sent into
exile for having behaved cruelly or shamefully
to British subjects before or during the war, The
terms of exile vary, in one instance reaching
twenty-five years .

T

MR. STOWE'S MISSION TO PRETORIA.

Cape Town, Aug. 4.—The United States Con-
sulate here has received no direct communica-
tion regarding the Boer attack upon the train
carrying United States Consul Stowe, but Sir
Alfred Milner, British High Commissioner, has
been informed that those who were captured by
the Boers were released at the request of Mr.
Stowe, who, it is stated, is proceeding to Pre-
toria on a special mission of a political char-
acter.

-

BADEN-POWELL REPORTED WOUNDED.

London, Aug. 6.—The Lourengo Marques cor-
respondent of “The Daily Express,” telegraphing
Saturday, says:

Transvaal advices declare that General Baden-
Powell was wounded during a recent engage-
ment at Rustenburg, when the Boers, according
to their account, took some prisoners and capt-
ured 324 wagons.

THE NEW RULE AT MANILA.

SCOPE OF THE PLANS OF THE PHILIP-
PINE COMMISSION,

Manila, Aug. 5.—On September 1 the Com-
mission headed by Judge Taft will become the
legislative body of the Philippines, with power
to take and appropriate insular moneys, to es-
tablish judicial and educational systems and to
make and pass all laws.

No money will be permitted to be drawn from
the insular funds except by authorization of the
Commission. Judge Taft and his colleagues
will also exercise certain executive functions.
For instance, they will appoint judges, officials
in the educational department and officers of
municipalities which the Commission will es-
tablish pending elections.

General MacArthur will be the executive head
to enforce the laws of the Commission, and he
will conduct the government in accordance with
the sam=2 until the Commission recommends to
President McKinley the appointment of a Civil
Governor.

The only three banks in Manila have formed a
ring to reduce arbitrarily and without justifica-
tion the rate of exchange for American gold.
This has caused widespread indignation and
many difficulties for commerce and minor busi-
ress. The banks, however, are obdurate,

At the suggestion of Archbishop Chapelle,
Judge Taft has been examining the heads of the
religious orders, as well as Monsignor Nozaleda
and other ecelesiastics, preparatory to the time
when it will be necessary to take definite action
regarding the affairs of the friars and the
Church. It appears that the real estate holdings
of the friars are smaller than had been expected.

There has been an increase of insurgent activ-
ity during the last three weeks, especially in the
way of ambushes and attacks upon small par-
ties. First Lieutenant Alstaetter, of the Engi-
neer Corps, with an escort of fifteen men, was
taken in ambush in the Province of Nueva
Ecija, Luzon, by a large force. The Americans
fought until their ammunition was gone, and, as
they were surrounded, there was nothing to do
but surrender. One man was killed and three
were wounded. '

General Lacuna, who was in command of the
insurgents, returned the wounded with a letter
promising to treat the prisoners well.

Lieutenant Bocton Hulesberg (?) was am-
bushed and killed near Santa Cruz, Province of
Laguna,

Five men of the 24th Infantry were captured
at Nueva Ecija, but Sergeant Schmidt, of the
12th Infantry, with seven men, trailed the cap-
tors and killed five.

Captain Lara, of the Manila native police, was
dangerously shot by an unknown assailant yes-
téerday while on the stree:. He had been effec-

tively enforcing regulations and had made ene-
mies among the Filipinos, some of whom have
long threatened vengeance.

Lara had been generally accused of gross cor-
ruption in office, and specific charges were filed
against him by an American officer.

“BAD POLITICS,” SAYS PLATT.'

NO NECESSITY FOR NOMINATING AN IN-
DEPENDENT REPUBLICAN.

Senator Platt came pretty near dissipating
all doubt as to the intentions of the Republican ’
State machine when he said yesterday afternoon
at the Oriental Hotel, Manhattan Beach, that it

would be bad politics for the Republican State
Convention to nominate a so-called independent
Republican for Governor. Senator Platt’'s dec-
laration was interpreted by politicilans as an in- |
dication of the Intention of the leaders to nom-
indte State Chairman Odell, or possibly Lieu- |
tenant-Governor Woodruff, about whose pollt-l
|

ical aspirations little has been heard of late.

Senator Platt said that the Democrats would
probably not nominate Controller Coler, as Cro-
ker was undoubtedly against him.

The Senator was seen at about 6 o'clock last
evening, after he had enjoyed a long nap, and
he was looking better and stronger than at any
time since the Philadelphia Convention, where
the pain incident to his broken rib nearly pros-
trated him.

“Does the Governorship situation in this State
this fall call for the nomination by the Republi- |
can State Convention of a so-called independent |
Republican?" the Senator was asked by a re- {
porter of The Tribune.

Without any hesitation the Senator replied:

“I don’t think so. It seems to me it would be
bad polities.”

“Do you regard the possible nomination of
Controller Coler a danger to Republican pros-
pects in this State this fall?” he was asked.

“No,” answered Mr. Platt, with emphasls.
“Furthermore, I don’t believe the Democrats will
nominate Coler. Croker does not regard him
with affection. He's not the kind of a man
Croker admires.”

Mr. Platt refused to discuss State Chairman

not talk about the open candidacy of Jacob
Worth for the nomination for Congress in the
Vth Brooklyn District.

“How does Postmaster Wilson stand with the
State organization? Is he on good terms with

“Mr. Wilson is outside the breastworks, and
I don’t know anything about him,” replied the
Senator.

“Do you think he would be confirmed by the
Senate if it should come about that President

McKinley reappointed him?"” Mr. Platt was
asked.
“Well,” said the Benator, with a faraway

look in his eye, “I won't discuss that now.':

Senator Platt had no callers yesterday. W hen
it was suggested to him that he appeared t.o
be in first rate health again he said “I haven't
been sick.”

Senator Platt’s declaration yesterday, and
Chairman Odell’'s scornful opinion of the Con-
troller, expressed on Friday, seem to indicate
that the two leaders are absolutely confident of
carrying the State for the entire Republican
ticket, National and State. Politicians said last
night that Senator Platt probably knew better
than any cne else wl:]ether Croker would allow

er to be nominated.

C?Il'h; tsuggestiou was made yesterday that Sen-
ator Platt and Chairman Odell are glad to hear
so much talk about Mr. Odell's candidacy, as it
keeps attention off Lieutenant Governor Wood-
ruff, whase candidacy, if backed by Senator
Platt and Mr. Odell openly, wonld'arouse flerce
rivalry all over the State. Mr. Woodruff is in
the Adirondacks. His lieutenants find it con-
venient to visit Chairman Odell almost every
day when he is at headquarters.

——————

TANDERBILTS IN A COLLISION.

NARROW ESCAPE FROM A SERIOUS ACCIDENT
AT NEWPORT.

5 (Specia).—Mr. and Mrs.

J . R. I, Aug.
Fenport last evening had a nar-

rillia Vanderbilt, jr.,
:t‘)::u::;al:e from a serious accident. They were
going down Bellevue-ave. at a modemte.rate 'in
an adtomobile.s Coming to a point where the ave-
nue bends sharply, they suddenly met a !wo-h{)rse
carriage moving in the opposite direction. So close
were the two vehicles that it was impossible to
stop them, and they came together, though nlc:t
with great force. The horses reared wildly IPtodt e
air directly above the automobile, but Mr. Vander-
bilt with much coolness reversed his power and
backed his machine out of danger before they came
back to earth. Mrs. vVanderbilt fainted, but quickly
recovered after being taken by her husband into a

neighboring cottage.
R

SECRETARY HAY ILL.

UNDER A PHYSICIAN'S CARE AT HIS SUM-
MER HOME.

Boston, Aug. b (Special.—A dispatch to “The
Journal® from Sunapee Lake, .\'; H., says ('hat
Colonel John Hay, Secretary of State, is a very
slck man. He is at his country h‘ome‘ The Fells,
Lake Sunapee, three miles from Newbury Station,
With him are Mrs. Hay, the Misses Helen and
Alice Hay and Clarence Hay. Adelbert S. Hay,
Consul to Pretoria, is now on his way to England
from his post of duty. Secretary Hay arrived yes-
terday, having left Washington Friday afternoon.
He arrived in time for luncheon, and passed the
afternoon with the members of his family, whom
he had not seen since they came on here on June
15. Feeling somewhat indisposed, the Secretary re-
tired early. In the night he aroused Mrs. Hay,
saying that he felt ill She did w?la: she could for
him, and as he became more dlstr:sse‘d she de-
cided to summon a physician. Al_ 7 o'clock this
morning a servant was sent to West Springfield,
eighteen miles away, where the Hays' family phy-
sician, Dr. S. S. Adams, of Washington, is s'pend.
ing the summer. The doctor arrived at 12 o'clock
and spent three hours with his patient. It ‘appears
that the Secretary has been working on his nerve
energy entirely for several weeks, and on arriving
here the shock of the absolute relaxation was so
great that he gave way. He had also contracted
a hard cold on the way from Washington. Pneu-
monia is not expected, unless unforeseen compli-
cations arise. Secretary Hay is undoubtedly suf-
fering from nervous exhaustion. ?Ir. Hay is not
in direct communication with Washington. The
nearest telephone and telegraph station is three
miles away.

—————e—t
HUSBAND AND WIFE BOTH SHOT DEAD.

MYSTERY AS TO WHETHER IT WAS MUTUAL

SUICIDE OR MURDER AND SUICIDE.

Philadelphia, Aug. 5.—Robert W. Sinclalr, fifty-one
years old, a fruit commission merchant in this
city, and his wife, Annie E., thirty-two years old,
were both found dead last night with a bullet hole
in each of their heads, in the garden in front of
thelr summer home, at Green Tree Station, on the
Pennsylvania Railroad, near this city. Whether it
was a case of mutual suicide or murder and sui-
cide will probably never be known.

The couple had frequently quarrelled, and some
time ago separated. Last week the wife returned
to her husband's house. Sinclair and his wife each
carried a pistol, for what reason no one could ever
find out. Last night as the husband reached home
and was entering the gate neighbors heard him
exclatm, “Don’'t shoot!"” and a few seconds later
two shots {n guick succession were heard. Several
of the neighbors rushed into the garden, and in the
darkness found Mrs. Sinclair lying dead. Close by
her head was her husband’s revoiver. The husband
was lying a few feet away, and dled in a few min-

utes without regaining consciousness. The wife's
istol, a small weapon, was found about three feet
grum his body.

The police authorities of Chester County made
every effort to-day to unravel the mystery. There
are three theories as to how the tragedy occurred -
one, that they agreed on mutual suicide; second,
that both fired at the other in a duel, and, third,
that the wife killed the husband with her pistol,
threw it near his body, and then took her own life

with his revolver. The police are inclined to the !
ballef that the last theorv ls the correct one.

Odell's chances for the nomjnation, and he would |

the State leaders again?” Mr. Platt was asked. ,

CROKER’S CANDIDATE.

BELIEF THAT HE FAVORS SENATOR
MACKEY FOR GOVERNOR-BUSY
TURNING DOWN HILL.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBTNE.]

Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 5.—Richard Croker's
lieutenants here received word to-day that
David B. Hill is already stirring up the rural
Democrats to opposition to the selection of Will-
fam Mackey, of Buffalo, for Governor on the
Democratic State ticket, on the ground that it
would be unsafe to accept a Tammany Hall can-
didate for the chief State office. This news could
not have been pleasant, naturally, to Senator
La Roche, of Brooklyn, who is here advancing

| In all pessible ways Senator Mackey's candidacy,

but he made no comment upon it. He took oc-
casion, however, to express his confidence that
Senator Mackey would be nominated.

“Senator Mackey,” he said, “was loyal te
Willlam J. Bryan, and the plank of the Demo-
cratlc party demanding the free coinage of ths
silver dellar at a ratio of 16 to 1 in 1896, and
he intends to be loyal in 1900 to him and the
cause of silver. That fact makes him one of
the most available Democrats in the State for
the nomination of Governor. It is untrue to say
that he is primarily Tammany Hall's candidate.
I personally favored his candidacy first, then ft
spread through the Legislature, and now it is
strong all over the State. I do not belleve that
a vote will be cast against him in the Democratie
State Convention, not even by David B. HilL*

It is said that while Croker looks favorably
upon Senator Mackey's candidacy, and now
thinks of nominating him, this choice is not
absolute; that it is subject to revision if in his
judgment some other man ought to be nomi-
nated. But at present, it is said, he thinks
Senator Mackey the strongest man. Possibly
he will stick to Mackey, being of a tenaclous
disposition

CONFERENCE ON GOVERNORSHIP,

There will be a conference here upon the nomie
nation for Governor on the day when thé Demo-
cratic State Committee meets, August 16. “Len™
Wager, the sergeant-at-arms of the Democratie
State Committee, came to-day and engaged
rooms for August 15 and 16 at the Grand Union
Hotel for ex-Senator Edward Murphy, ir.,
Frank Campbell, chairman of the Democratie
State Committee; ex-Mayor Francis J. Molloy
of Troy, and Mayor James K. McGuire of Syra-
cuse, chairman of the Executive Committee of
the State Committee.

It is also suspected that Mr. Wager engaged
a room at the Grand Union Hotel on August
16 for David B. Hill. Mr. Hill surely will be
present when a conference is held, which may
decide most of the nominations to be made by
the Democratic State Convention. Mr. Hill is
said to favor the nomination of ex-Judge Robert
Earl, of the Court of Appeals, for Governor,
although he would accept gladly the nomination
of either Elliot Danforth, John B. Stanchfield
or James K. McGuire for the office.

A Kings County Democrat of prominence sald
to-day: “No Democrat of eminence is hungry for
the nomination for Governor this year, and that
is the reason why it may go to Mackey. I do not
think the leaders of the Democratic party in
Kings County desire any Democrat of that coun-
ty to have the nomination and become thus re-
sponsible for his canvass. The outlook is not good
for the success of our State ticket, and why,
therefore, should not Mackey, who has nothing
to lose and everything to gain, accept the nomi-
nation? He isan obscure Democrat, and there-
fore will not lose any political prestige even if
defeated. Whereas a Demeocrat of more promi-
nence would not care to have a defeat recorded
against him.”

WANTS UP-STATE MAN.

A patent remedy has been found for allaying
any ill feeling among the Kings County Demo-
crats over the rejection by Mr. Croker of Bird
S. Coler and Edward M. Shepard as possible
candidates for the Democratic nomination for
Governor. Mr. Croker, it is reported, is the in-
ventor of this soothing balm. He is sald to have
intimated that he had nothing against either Mr.
Coler or Mr. Shepard, but simply thought that
the Democratic nomination for Governor this
year should go outside of the countles of Kings
and New-York, and be given to some Democrat
living in an up-State county.

It is interesting to know that Mr. Croker
reached this opinion about the necessity of go-
ing to an interior county of the State for a
candidate for Governor directly after Mr. Coler
had declarsd that the supreme issue of the
State campaign was whether or not a man
should be eclected Governor who would protect
the city of New-York from the consummation of
the scheme of the Ramapo Water Company to
make a contract wita that city to supply it with
water at the gigantic cost of $200,000,000.

Mr. Croker in 15808 did not have such decided
views about the need of nominating an up-State
candidate, but insisted upon Augustus Van
Wyck, of New-York, as his candidate for Gov-
ernor. Senator Mackey is not known to have
any views whatever about the Ramapo Water
Company.

If he is nominated for Governor the voters of
New-York City doubtless will address some in-
quiries to him upon the matter. Senator Mackey
was expected here to-day, but telegraphed to
Senator La Roche that he could not start from
Buffalo owing to the illness of his wife. Senator
La Roche expects Senator Mackey here, how-
ever, in a few days. There can be no gquestion
that Senator Mackey comes here solely to have
a private talk with Richard Croker about the
Governorship. Norman E. Mack, of Buffalo, a
member of the Democratic National Committee,
is expected here in a few days from an Adiron=
dack resort.

RUPPERT FOR CONTROLLER.

There was considerable mention made here to-
day of Jacob Ruppert, jr., of New-York, for
State Controller. It is said that there is a keen

desire to nominate some Democrat with a good
bank account for one of the State offices, there
being an apprehension that financial angels will
be scarce this vear in the vicinity of the head-
quarters of the Democratic State Committee.
Besides, it is said that Mr. Ruppert would re-
ceive a large German vote.

George M. Palmer, of Schoharie County, once
the Demoecratic leader in the Assembly, said to-
day that he had come here for the purpose of
“looking over the ground” ir regard to the nom-
ination for Attorney-General, but has not made
up his mind decisively to become a candidate.
Mr. Palmer late this afternoon took a\tmllq
ride to Saratoga Lake in company with' Sena-
tors Donnelly and La Roche and Assemblyman
Trainor, and renewed his peolitical acquaintance
with them.

Edward F. Norris, of Wayne County, master
of the State Grange, it was sald here to-day.
might be put up on Mr. Croker's State ticket as
a candidate for Secretary of State. This would
be an attempt to force some of the farmers to’
vote for the Democratic State ticket., Mr,
Croker's design In preparing his State ticket to
detach as many friends of David B. Hill from
that gentleman as possible is evident in the talk
about nominating Jacob Ruppert, jr., who was
a member of Governor Hill's military staff, and
in the talk of nominating George W. Balen, of
Niagara Falls, for State Treasurer, who is an-
other follower of Mr. Hill

It i1s clearly Mr. Croker's thought in naming

THE LAKE SHORE LIMITED,
an up-to-date train in every respect, between New
York and Chicago eve day at 53 P. M., via
New York Central. Puliman sleepin: o Chi-
[ via Lake Shore Route, and !o‘l& via
Big ur Route, making close connec
sas . No excess fare to St. Louis.



