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This instalment of Professor McMaster's his-
tory brings the narrative down to the second
year of Jackson's first term of office. The period
covered (1821-'30) is eminently one of transition
& period marked less by striking events than
the disappearance of old and the appearance
of new conditions, political, industrial, social and
Inteilectuc] t offers, thus, a particularly good
opportunity for the application of Professor
McMaster's m®thod: and. in fact, in none of the
earlier volumes has he applied it to better effect.
His aim is to draw from

a picture

by

contemporary sources
»f the actual life of the people, and he
s produced one that is certainly very distinct
and

ha

lifelike.
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It was, as he says, the immense increase
n the number of workingmen and working
women which followed the rise of the new in-

levelopment of old that brought
the laboring class the full
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4al and political force cited by him was con-
cted with the tariffi. A tariff bill was before
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* jodginge. In 1825 vigorous organization for po-
‘,g;. ;;.. on began, and three years later, in
litical t.on &

Philadelphia, a distinct labor party was formed.
Tix;.s particular organization accomplished noth-
ing; but the fact chould be placed to its credit

that cne of its denands was the establishment
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|ln Pennsylvania of a “system of free republi-
| ean schools, open to the chiidien of the rich and
the poor without distinction.” The movement
thus begun, however, was continued with more

or less energy and intelligence in New-York !

and elsewhere, and the establishment of the
“working class” as a distinct political entity was
accomplished. Naturally the new party (or
rather parties, for the habit of quarrelling
among then selves was promptly formed) be-
came the prey of the cranks and extremists of
all kinds, and to these Professor McMaster de-
votes a good deal of space, particularly to the
Owens and Francis Wright. For an account of
the vagaries of these people and of the de-

mands of the workingmen, developed more or |

less under their influence, we must refer the
reader to his pages. We can only remark that
then as now the reforms which labor organiza-

tions advocated were a jumble of sense and non- |

sense, of justice and injustice, of the practicable
and the impracticable; and that the proportions
of the various ingredients have not been much
changed from that day to this.

In the second chapter, above mentioned, that
on the state of the country, Professor Mc-
Master discourses most entertainingly on a vast

variety of topics from the beginnings of rail- |

roading to the methods of the frontier judge.
A severe critic might, indeed, hint that its style
is a little too near that of the raconteur to be
Guite that of the historian; but we shall sug-
gest nothing so captious. By all means,
us have interesting history when the historian
(rare bird that he is) is found who can write it!
For example, the following apropos of the judge
we think is more deserving of record than many
an act of Congress:

“Mr. Green,” said a judge [somewhere in the
then rudimentary West] to the prisoner, “the
jury in their verdict say you are guilty of mur-
der, and the law says you are to be hung. Now,
I want you and all your friends down in Indian
Creek to know that it is not I who condemns
you, but the jury and the law. Mr. Green, the
law allows you time for preparation, and the
Court wants to know what time you would like
to be hung.” After the date had been fixed to
the satisfaction of the two at that day four
weeks, and the judge had been satisfied that
four weeks from that day was not Sunday, the
prosecuting attorney asked the Court to pro-
nounce a formal sentence and exhort the prison-
er to repentanc To this the judge answered:
“Oh, Mr. Turney, Mr. Green understands the
matter as well as if I had preached to him for
a month. He knows that he has got to be hung
this day four weeks. You understand it in that
way, Mr. Green, don’t you?”’
“Yes,"” said the prisoner,
scussion.

and so ended the

c

An anecdote like that gives a more vivid im-
pression of the free and easy quality of frontier
life than could be conveyed by any formal state-
ment of the facts.

Chapters of much greater historical merit than
this one—though rot so readable—are devoted to
the most important of all the results of the in-
dustrial revolution, namely, the increasing de-
mand for protecticn by the Northern manu-
facturers at the expense of the Southern cotton
growers, and the sudden sharpening of the dif-
ference between the industrial conditions of the
North and South, which placed the slavery

question in the forefront of National pelitics and
1 to the C War. Others of equal interest
rature, British criticism of
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Arthur Sherburne Hardy, who has neg-
lected the pen in recent years, is apuuF to make
a new appearance as a poet }:hs_\u'l_u_me of
lvrics, “Songs of Two, and Other Verses,” is now
on the Scribner press.
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FICTION.

&THE WOES AND JOYS OF A TRULY
BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MAN.

THE FLOWER OF THE FLOCK. By W. E. Nor-

ris. 12mo, pp. 322. D. Appleton & Co.
BEQUEATHED. A Novel. By Beatrice Whitby.
‘ 12mo, pp. 335. Harper & Bros.
iTHE CHIMNEY CORNERS. Merry Tales of Irish
| Folk Lore. By Seumas MacManus. Illustrated

| by Pamela Colman Smith. 12mo, pp. 28L. Dou-

bleday & McClure Ca.

|

{  There is an American widow in Mr. Nnrris's;

new book, a Mrs. Van Rees, with all the things
that go to make the widow of fiction entranc-
ing and vexatious. She is only twenty-seven,
she is pretty, she is clever, and her wealth Is

Tynemouth, the impecunious nobleman whose
house she takes for a London season, is the first
to fall in love with her. She likes him, she
recognizes that he ig not a mere fortune hunter.
But Captain Charles Strode appears upon the

. ; 3 Lord | ., S e <
enormous. Naturally she causes trouble. | “The School for Saints,” to which it is a sequel,

|

 scene and Lord Tynemouth inevitably gives up |

| the game. The Captain is known as Charlie
among his friends. The name fits his amiable
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temperament, but hardly accords with his mag-

nificence. He is beautiful as the morning
woershipped by every one, and wholly incapable
of doing anything but adorr his world and get

into money difficulties. He is a wezkling in his
character and even contemptible, but Mr. Norris
does not want us to think s« The family of
the beguil Charlie think him perfect, and al-
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LITERARY NOTES.

“The First Men in the Moon” is the title of
Mr. H. G. Wells's new serial story. It is to be
brought out in the “Strand Magazine.”

’the “new and uncollected” poems by Cowper,
which are announced, are awaited with only
dubious interest. It is hardly possible that these
stray verses can be of much value.

Mrs. “John Oliver Hobbes” Craigie is hard at
work upon a new novel—presumably the one
Wwhich is to be printed as a serial in “Harper's
Magazine.”

_“Robert Orange,” the new book by “John
Oliver Hobbes,” recently reviewed in this place,
may not be as satisfactory a performance as

but it has merit enough to have made its little
There is much talk about
it, about a certain plagiarism which it is said to
contain, and, of course, about the author. We
reproduce the latest portrait of Mrs. Craigie
which has got into circulation.

There are said to be suggestions of Disracli in
Anthony Hope's new hero “Quisante,” though
it is not supposed that the novelist meant to
present the Premier throughout. It is said of

| the book that the analysis which is there found

{ thor's

of the career of a political adventurer is one of
the best things in modern fiction.

Sir Walter Armstrong’s “Life of Sir Joshua
ngnulds" will be published by the Scribners
this autumn in a shape uniform with the au-
“Gainsborough.” The volume will con-
tain seventy-five photogravure illustrations.

The Bishop of London has been making an in-
teresting statement concerning which further
details would welcome. He is reported to

be

| kave said that the happiest years of his life were

the ten during which he kept to a resolution
that he would read no books which were writ-

ten after 164k,

| reason be

| Saturday Review” s

| have been!

The family of the late Edward Lloyd have
given to the public “forever” the hoyse at
Walthamstow in which William Morris was
born. It is surrounded by several acres of
wooded and watered grounds, and will for this
great value to the Lendoner of
the future, who will sorely need every avail-
able space of green leaves.

of

Of Mr. W. E. Henley as a poet “The London
¥s that he has not written
much, but he has written too much. *“If he had
given us only his very best, how good it would
But, like most people whose range
is limited, he seems to wish above ail things to
produce an effect of breadth. At his best natu-
rally a delicate poet, he would be a vigorous
and even ferocious poet.”

Sometimes, as we have learned from the con-
fessions of famous writers, a story will take
itself out of the hands of its author and compel
him to follow its will rather than his own.
This is what happened to Mr. Conrad; his novel
“Lord Jim,” now in course of publication, was
intended to be a short story, but it expanded
again and again, and the novelist has asked his
publishers to allow him to develop it.

The French National Library has become the
richer by fourteen large boxes containing the
unpublished pap correspondence and other
writings left behind him by Thiers. Many of
these papers are of great importance as matters
of political history., and others are equally val-
uabie as illustraticns of the literary history of
the “Romantic’” period. They were presented to
the library by Mlle. Dosne, and will not be pub-
lished until after her death
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rime founded on fact.

Markham, who obtained a great
/ notoriety by means of a
e poem called “The Man
about to give to the world a

It will

1thor

be judged on
shows hims
he will
former
has

5

k of Poems.”
d if the ai

marka
than that
that he

expectin

le poet
brief
produced
verse

great

posium’™

To¢

ften represents
incompetent and pre-

» is not eve
ti
many

autnors

appears, is not
it ““The Ro-
with a fashion
set by Mrs.

ANsS.

1 3 1at the British
v Mr. Caine are worth
author the comfortable sum of §10,000.



