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to provide proper housing for the poor ana
abolish the danger to the whole community

from disease which is nurtured In the tenement

house* and spread abroad through the city. 11l

discoveries of violated laws and ollicial mal-

feasance xtjllbe used merely as data for the
formulating of more drastic rule* and the devis-
181 of a better i>j«t?ui by which to enforce
them. Other*, however, bare a different duty.

The exposures, wWeh are merely Incidental to

the Commission's work, call for the prompt at-

tention of Mayor Van Wyck, the re«i>onslble
bead of the city government As Bishop Pot-
ter rightfully threw upon him the duty of hold-
ing the police to their doty, a*on bin should be
thrown the doty of holdinghis appointees in th«
Buildings Department to their duty. Itin now
a matter of public knowledge that his Commis-
sioners are habitual lawbreakers. They do not
pretend to obey the statute In the conduct of

the Department but contemptuously Ignore its
provisions. Their fault is not that abuses
escape their vigilance, but that they give affirm
ative sanction to violations. They pass on all

plans. Without their permission nothing can
be built In this borough HT» per cent of the
plan* Investigated by the Ten mem House
Commission roust have had detailed attention
from Mr. Brady to warrant bis malting the ex-

ception to the «T» per cent rule. Yet. knowing

the plans, understanding the situation. lie d'
liberately allow* the lots to be cover. far l»e-
yond the extreme limit of the law in almost
one-third of the cases under review. Such un-

faithfulness calls for the attention of bit su-

perior*. Mayor Van Wy.-k cannot Ignore this

tnalfea«snce without showing the people of this
city that It Is an approved piece of Tammany
mlsgovemment, and convincing them that
landlords and builders, like gambler* and dive-
keepers, can be lawless for a price. Police
Commissioner York has admitted that vice has
been protected because It paid for protection.

Is Mayor Van Wyck ready to- admit that dls-

rase and death also pay their price for |h>

freedom of the tenement honsos?

Mrs. Henry Lewis Morris gave a smalt dance
last evening at the Metropolitan Club annex for
her daughter. Miss Eleanor Russell Iforrls, whoso
gown was pale green net over green taffeta, 'rimmed
with velvet. There was a cotillon, which was led'
by Alexander Hadden. dancing with Miss Morris.
The favors were turquoise hearts, satin baa* ami
Venetian smelling bottles for the girls, and scarf-
pins. Indian pipes, lucky pennies and ribbon* for
the men. Among the guests were Miss May Galla-
tin. Miss* Mary Harrtman. Mian Dow>t y Edwards.
Mis.« Caroline de S:mi:- Miss Hone. M!sa Nathaltn
Bcaeack. Miss Nathalie Henderson. Mi*s Rohtsqn.
Miss Kathleen Griswold Pratt. Misa Nellie Hard.
Mis* Hester lion*. Mis* Mary Lee. -Visa Rwaraonrt
Street. Miss Jay and many other of the detmtanu**.
as well as Goelet Gallatm. Robert L Gerry. K.
Plerrepont. Henry C. Barbey. Ph^nix Ingraham.

Joseph Delafleld. Coster Wllmerdlnx. Ff»rb«>* Mor-
gan. S. de Peyster Livingston. PritHp Lydigr. t>e~
lancey Kane. Ersknne Hewitt. Frederick K*r-
nnchan and Reginald Ronalds.

Mr. Winston Spencer Churchill, who will this
evening deliver the first of the series of lectures

which he is to give in this country. Is sure of a

hearty welcome from Americana. By blood he

is half American hlmaelf. hla mother beta*

one of the daughters of New-Yorh whoa*

achievements and popularity in the Old World

have been a sourc* ofpride an4pleasure to their
native countrymen and countrywomen. He

likewise has other ties to America, for his

uncle married an American, and the wife of

his cousin, the present Duke of Marlborough.

i« by birth an American. Mr. Churchill Is a

descendant of the great Duke of Marlborough.

His father, the late Lord Randolph Churchill,

waa a Chancellor of the Exchequer and prob-

ably the most brilliant man of his time in Eng-

lish public life. The son, though only twenty-

six years old. has already shown that he is not
merely the descendant of his ancestor*, but a
brave, resourceful, energetic man. and he can

trust for his audience to his own met Its. since

he has an Interesting story to tell. He went

out to South Africa at the beginning of the war

in the Transvaal as a war correspondent. He

could not. however, (onflne himself to mere com-
ment on other men's actions. In an emergency

he could work and tight, or. rather, could not

help workingand fighting, like a soWler. and be-

fore his captTtre distinguished himself by his

courage and ability in defending a train at-

tacked V.y the Boers. His fllpht from Pretoria
wan a romantically darins escauade. He

climbed over the prison fence, walked through

the town and made his way to Portuguese ter-
ritory, for a good part of the way hidden under

coal packs on trains which were searched for

him by the Boera. Mr. Churchill Is a member
of Parliament and willsoon be going" back to

his duties. Meanwhile h* will give us some

first hand accounts of the war. and to-night he
makes hl« first bow to a New-York audience.
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There were also a number of tonall receptions.
Mrs. Arthur de Saullca gave th« second day for
her daughter. Ml.is» Caroline de. Saulles. at th<>
Lenox, and Mrs. Woodbury L-ar>gdoTi also held a
reception for her daughter. Miss Sophie Lansion.The French Chamber of Deputies wants to

establish prohibition with respect to absinthe.
Look out for a revolution In the Boulevards: The first of two receptions urns given by Mr*.

Ervlnif at her home. No. 17 West Flfteenth-st.. f«
Introduce her younger daughter. Miss Justin* Bay-
ard Ervtng. Among those who receiver! were the
Misses Ervins. Mr--. Pruyne and Mrs. Cooper.

Possibly the Dakota wheat fields may some

day be rivalled In Alaska. The Government
agent who has been investigating reports that

grains can be grown with perfect success In a

large part of what was once Seward's froaen

folly

A pretty wedding was that of 3118* Helen L*f-
ferrs, the daughter nt the late Oscar Lefferts. to

Carleton Macy. It was held yesterday afternoon
at the Church of the- Heavenly Rest. Th» ushers
were Oscar Lefferts. Heber R. Bi&aop. jr., Lew!*
Waring. F. Raymond 1..-ftVrts and Irving McKes-
son, white Henry F. May. of Denver, was besf
man. The bridesmaids were Miss Lulu Leffert*
and Miss Edith de Rmsy A small reneption fal-
lowed at the home of Mrs. Edward -.bins Mu«-
grave, the bride sister.

In Naw-Ortanaa the veracious chronicler de-
clares that unscrupulous chemist* have been
selling cocaine to poor negroes «o freely that the

victim* of the drug are crowding the hospitals.

This may be too true, but how is it that cocaine
is so chrap InLouisiana that it can b« sold at a

profit to colored men of small means, while in

the. North it ts so expensive as to be out of the

reach of any one vho draws the wages of un-
skiiled labor? What sort of stuff is it that is
sold in the chief city of the South as cocaine"

PERSONAL.

An Interesting reception was given yesterday

afternoon by Miss Ann!© Leary. No. IFlfth-ave., tn
honor of Archbishop Corrigan and the members nt
the Congregation of Priests of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, who came on from Montreal to take eaara*
of the Church at St. Jean Baptlpte. There w»r» a
number of guests present, including Mrs. Charles
Oelriehs. Mrs. Francis Bnrrall Hoffman. Mrs.
Brockholst Cutting. Mrs. Frederick Neilson, Mr*.
Herbert Johnston. Mrs. Hugo D«» Fritsch. Mian
Marie. Mrs. Alexander and othecs. and a number at
the clergy.

FILLING THE VACANCIES.

There is. perhaps, some reason to regret that
Kveral men were pi'.blicly named as members
of the Committee of rift<>en l>efore their consent
to *»eve had been obtained, because a slight

Impression of uncertainty ami lack of Interest
has resulted from their declining. But there is

no reason to doubt iu«t the vacancies will be
acceptably filledor to fear that tin* Incident will

°mnami»« the work to l»e done Indeed. It Is
now probable that the committee will l»e recon-
t-tituted in Mich a manner as mote fully to rep-
resent the whole body of citizen* In whose
behalf the movement has been started.

That willbe th«« <•«•*». we think, ifone or more
persons "identified with lal»or" are now ap-
pointed. We suppose that Bishop Potter, tin-
Key. Mr. Newton and others who have offered
this suggestion mean by It.as we do. that men

affiliated with that part ofthe population which
has ino«T directly and atttowfj suffered from
tho conditions under which iihas been forced to

live should be made members of the committee.
It has been apparent from the r-t that anxiety
and indignation are Intense among respectable
citizens who live where they are brought in

close contact with the evils which are now the
object of attack, and especially among those

bo nee their children constantly exposed to

icontamination. Not only because of the knowl-
edge they possess, but also because of the pecul-
iar interest they feel. Itis desirable that they

should be represented in the work of purifica-
tion. Ifjudicious appointments to the commit-
tee should be made from th.-it element it is prob-
able that wiser and more practical counsel
would not come from any other source.

Mrs. George Fear England gave a son* recital at
the Waldorf-Astoria under fashionable p»tr<»na«»

yesterday afternoon. Mrs. England was the so-
prano of the Cathedral in Oalveston. Sao lost
everything tn the terrible flood which devastated
that city last autumn. ¦ Among: U» pa 'roneaa—
who wer« present were Mr*.Matunn L.. DeU.l*J.
Mrs. George R. Schleffelln. Mrs. George Kid*Mrst.
C Bower Ismay. Mrs. Benjamin S. Church. Mt».'
Henry W. Raton. Mrs. John M. Bowers lad Mrs.
Christopher Wolfe. . . ..

A reception will be given for Winston ChrnvWll
at Yale to-morrow. He will ranch New-Haven nt

midday, and a luncheon will he given him by F.

Gordon Brown. Sherman L. Coy. Arthur C. Lud-
dington, LloydD. Waddei!. William M. Flnrke and
others Following his lecture f*«»r* willbe a rr-
ceptlon by the Graduate Club, to which sal in-
vitations have been issued.

Dinner parti** will b* given to-morrow evening

by Mra. Adrian Iselin, Jr., and by Mrs. lain-
Kountae. who wiU afterward take their guests to

the Assembly Ball. Mrs. Albert. Barnes Boar*—n
will also givo a dinner party to-morrow itmt.

no DOUBT ABOUT THAT—THE QUESTION IS.

which finor WHICH SIECLB?

This profitable old nineteenth century &** *a*y

a few more days left. There are persons who »tin
maintain that this statement should be amended
to read. "This untried young twentieth century

has nlne»y-nlne years and a few days «tttl left."

This
" notion ha» about disappeared, however, be-

for* ithe gaze of calm eyed mathematics 1. The
only{persons of prominence who ever held it wens
the president of Wellesley College and the German
Emperor. Ithas been some months stare anything"

was heard from either off them—m regard to the
progress of the oatarts*, that ts to say. The Ger-
man Kmperor has allowed his bum to appear In
the papers In connection with on* or two other
affair* y ',

Now. Just a word by way of settling forever this
question of whether this present end of the cen-
tury Is the former end or the latter end. awl which
century. The nineteenth century ends with the
expiring Instant of the last day of the year nt*.
There is no reasonable doubt of that, but there
seem to be a few unreasonable doubts about it.
Probably the error arise* from th* habit which
people get into of thinking of the number of the
century to which any given year belongs as be-
ing one more than the 'hundreds in the number of
the year. Thus, the year 75* waat In the eighth cen-
tury, the year HOC was In the twelfth century, th«
year ISD9 was in the nineteenth century, and so
on. But this rule fails to apply in the one year

which is at the end of every hundred and com-
pletes! It, whose number ends with two zero*.

The correct' view will be obtained by working
back' toward the beginning. Thus, Ifthe nineteenth
century ended with the year 1330. the eighteenth
century must have ended with the year 1739. the
seventeenth century must have ended with the
year 1690. the tenth century most have ended with
the year 309, the second century must have ended
with the year 199. and the first century must have
ended with the year 90. And so the first century

must have had only ninety-nine years InIt. But if
it had only ninety-nine years In It It was not a
century, and so the whole proposition Is absurd.
No. it took one hundred whole years to make th*

first century, and It ended with the last Instant
Of the last day of the year 100. and it has taken
a full hundred years to compose every century

since, and the nineteenth century will end with
mathematical precision at midnight of the list day
of this month.

A certain professor of mathematics, in instruct-
ing his classes, used to say (perhaps he does still)
that Americans could understand problems better
when they were put Into dollars. Suppose, then,
that A owes B *HX>. Suppose that he counts out to
him tn $1 notes, one, two. three, four, and so on
till he has counted out ninety-nine of them, and
then says: "That Is all: IfIgave you another it
would obviously belong to a second hundred, and
Iowe you only JICO." Would B be satisfied?
It is not likely. He would probably take the view
that the 100 th dollar was a necessary part of the
first hundred. And the court would, probably sus-
tain him- Well. It takes Just as many years to

make a hundred as it does dollars.
But now. when the question seems all settled,

the objectors come out with the amazing announce-
ment that there was a fundamental year, or a
basic year, or some other kind of a year, before the
year 1. Whatever they call It. this unaccountable
year is virtually a year 0. And there never was
any such year, as anybody who has ever studied
history consecutively ought to know. Did yon
ever hear of anything happening in year •, or in
the basic year, or In the fundamental year? Not
a bit. You may have found something that hap-
pened In the year 1 B. C. or In A.D. 1. but never
between those years. There was no time between
them. The first year after Christ began the In-
stant that the year 1 before Christ ended.

The fact that the years were called something
else at that time makes no difference. The fact
that instarting the calendar the date of the birth
of Christ was Inaccurately determined makes no
difference. Acertain point of time was fixed upon,
rightly or wrongly, and from that point time is
counted, backward and forward, and not from a
whole, blank, unnumbered year. It has been per-
tinently suggested that If the first year, count-
ing from the birth of Christ. a94 no number, then
the century which began then mould have had no
number, and so the century which Is Just now end-
Ing Is the eighteenth, and not the nineteenth at
all. But there never was any such year. It was
simply Invented by those who thought that the
century ended with the year "99. to cover their own
confusion. The first year was the year 1, and It

takes every bit of 1900 years to make nineteen cen-
turies.

Let this question be regarded as settled, and
let there be place for more beautiful thoughts of
the satisfaction which there will be on New-
Year's Day In making resolutions for a century. in-
stead of for a year. Probably they will all be
broken Just as soon as If they were made for only

a year, but there will be elevation for the mind In
the thought that for a whole century there will be
no more staying out after 2 o'clock In the morn-
Ing, no more drinkingof more than twenty drinks
a day, no more smoking of more than ten cigars a
day. no more livingcompletely beyond Incomes, no
more overwork, no more detrimental things gen-
erally and no more disputes about which century
it is. f

Mr«. Louis P. Henop win give a dtrmer linn?

at Sherry's on December IT. followed by a <¦•«•»*¦»,

which willbe led by Alexander Hadden. daacins
with Miss Sydney Henop. He will he ass:- by

Schuyler Schieffelin. who will have Miss Qart
Henoo for hi* partner.Wr TIXO FA\G REPLIES TO ff/S CRITIC*.

A COSTLY FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Controller Coler Is making public reports as

to the expenditure in several of the municipal
departments which deepen the anxiety of our
taxpayers. His figures concerning the growth
of the appropriations for the Fire Department
in the last ten years are by no means reassur-
ing. In 1890 th© total outlay for the territory
embraced in the present city was less tftan
three miilious of dollars, and the annual per
capita cost for the population included at that
time within the area now taken up by the
various boroughs was one dollar and one hun-
dred niHi f*rry-one thousandths for each man.
woman**ifn<i child in that entire region. For
1001 nearly five millions of dollars is to he
expended. This means a per capita outgo of
one dollar and three hundred and poventy-fonr
thousandths. Then comes the question. Is Xew-
York getting the value of its money for this big
sum?

Much efficient work has been done by our fire-
men in every part of New-York this year, and
many brave deeds have been recorded. Chief
Croker is Inclined to think that some members
of the police force are not always as alert as
they should be in sending out alarms. He does
not seem to comprehend that Tammany Hall
has many pets among the patrolmen who are
as fond of their ease as were the Seven Sleep-
ers of Ephesus. and who are never troubled In
respect to discipline, because they own a "pull"
and have friends at court. Those are expensive
departments— the Fire and the Police— and Tam-
many holds both of them under the paws of
the tiger.

TO BE IXTE.STIGATED.
The chanio that the recent death of a former

West Point caflot resulted from his having

been hazod at the Military Academy Is to be
thoroughly investipated. both by a military
hoard and by a commit! of the House of
Heprcsontativps. We expressed the opinion
several days apo that an Investigation was
necessary on all accounts, and there will be
general approval, in the Army and throughout

the country, of the decision that the matter

shall not be officially ignored or carelessly
disposed of. Ifthe accusation is true the guilty
persons ought to be convicted and punished.
If ii Is false the Academy Is entitled to a
vindication, especially in view of the fact that
under Its present administration a determined
purpose to eradicate an acknowledged evil has
bren steadily manifested.

We are clad to see that Colonel Mills, the
Superintendent, apparently revising his first
opinion, urges the Department in his report
just published to institute a rigorous inquiry
¦ami give the widest possible publicity to the
:•suits. That Is the rijrht way to deal with the
.ifTair. and the consequences will be useful,
whoever Is helped or hurt.

Baron de Renzls, - the retiring Italian Ambas-
sador to England, has ibeen successively aide de
camp to King Victor Emmanual, member of Parlia-

ment at Rome, Minister Plenipotentiary at Brus-
sels, and Ambassador to Madrid. In the sixties he
founded the famous" Florentine paper. "La Fan-
MavM

Lady Bute has returned to London from her trip

to Palestine, where. In accordance with his wishes.
she burled her husband's heart In an unmarked
resting place on the Mount of Olives.

United States Vice-Consul-General Hanauer, at

Frankfort-on-Maln. Germany, who has been very

active In the collection from bis compatriots In
Germany of funds for the relief of th* victims of

the Galvr&ton calamity, makes acknowledgment

In "The English and American Bec!ster-(?Stovenv.
ber "4i of the receipt of a total of 24.000 marks.
Mr Hanauer was assisted In his benevolent work
by several other United States consular officers hi
Germany.

A "Cap* Times" correspondent has had a talk

with Mrs. De Wet. wife of the Boer general. She

said- "You Englishmen will never catch my hus-

band. He is going to win back for the Free Staters
and Transvaalers what they have lost. He has
enough food and ammunition to last for three
years, and that hi just how long the war is joins

to last."
It has always been the custom In Delaware for

the Governor to take the oath of office on an old

Latin Bible, now so sacred a keepsake that It Is
kept In a fireproof case In the State Library. But
Governor-elect Humm is a Quaker, and will only
make affirmation.

THE TALK OF TEE DAT.

FOREIGN.-The new English Secretary of
ffXate for War. Mr Brodrick. In addressing the

Sous' of Commons, took a mos=t gloomy view of

tae situation in South Africa; he described the
preat difficulties of the army in waging guerilla

•»rarfare and the Ftnall progress that hi being

<BMd> and he declared that the present heavy
expanse will continue for several months at

leett.
-

The Dutch Government has flatlyre-
¦futifd to make any effort for arbitration between

the Transvaal and Great Britain; the Ministers
maintain that Fuch action is solely within the
•province of the gi^ewt Power".

——-
Peace ne-

rPtlstion* at Peking are waiting upon the in-

structions to 1." sew to the British Minister; if
t»Mr recoa-nis*- the credentials of U Hung
Chang all the Minister* mill accept hi*- authority

"to act for China. =^At Berlin it is announced
that General Chan>e. upon the return of his

rote m Field Marshal yon Walderse*. at once
;*ent an apology, at.d thst the incident ha« beer.
amicably settled.

CONGRESS.— Senate. Mr. Clay, of Georgia,

rpoke a««in« the Ship Subsidy bill, and Mr.
,}lanna will answer him on Thursday; the Grout
Oleomargarine MM was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture after a lively contro-
versy; in executive session the Hay-Pauncefote
Treaty wan discussed. ===== House: Debate on
the War Revenue Reduction '-ill began. Chair-
men Pam* sj»cakiti} for the Republicans, and
Mr. Swana^n. of Virginia, for the Democrats; a
fi<-ciaJ committee if five to investigate the al-
l«pe<l hazing of Boos at the Weft Point Mili-
tary Academy was appointed.

DOMi:STIC—Th* argument for the Govern-
ment in the \. ly case was= made in the United
Statcfs Supreme Coun by Afucmni Attorney-
«>n«-ral B«-ck. The terms of a number of
reciprocity ar>d extradition treaties were made
pul»!;< m '%'a*hiag n

-
¦¦¦ The proceedings

Vfgun «>y the former Attorney-General of Ohio
tii.d-iiia.re tho Standard Oil Company in con-
i»-mpt. <-f <-oMrt for :»ihn(t to --i»ni|.ly with the
order of the conn of IMC t*dissolve the Stand-
ard Oil Trurt were <Vamsssed by the Supreme
«"<'urt of th* State. =r^r Wu Ting-fang. Chi-
iifße Minister ti» this imcntry, aamavi that in his
wildro^s; on Cnnfurtanirrn be intended to decry
? "hriftianityor misrepresent it.

—
The teleg-

rat<)i ptrike on the Santa Fe system was re-
IMiriwlto t>e practically at an er<V the places of
muft of rte *triki»r« having been nll>d. ~~- "

Thomas W. L<«<isoa. of li.inton. ha« clgfted a
««>ntvact with George tawley to build a Cup
*1''fender. •

'MTV.—Storks xvrre strong and higher. ¦--

Another lntoi^stlna* sissina of Die Tenement
i llm!>f OoTT

,rr,if.c was held. ¦ .The Kotrrry
| Fnvingrs Hank announced thai it would increase

ihf rate on deposits from .'!*4 to 4 per cent after
January I.. -. Th. light fall of snow caused• l>ad blockade of traffic in Sirth-ave.. Madison-
Mi Forty -t*oond-s: aud other thoroughfares in
»l»* latp afternoon. ;^= The Bar Associatione'ectwj •nominating committee last night, alter
a «Pirited contest. , . Bishop Potu r declared
Ihat labor should have a representative on the
Anil-Vlre Committee cf Fifteen. =:A mass
meeting of ih* city Jinnee Ix-ftgue to protest
against Tammany mlsrah" was held in Cooper
Inlon. ==The School Hoard a.-kc 1 the Board
v. Estimate for Sl4.«J<>J,<)(H» for now buildings in
1901.

THE wi;atjh:i! rrrmaat for to-day: Fair.
The temperature jepteiday: Highest. 43 de-
frt*»;lowest. 2<J; aveiag-, J".M,

rnr. revs this \iorxi\c,

Dr. and Mrs. Isaac L. Kip gave a dinner party
last night at their house. No. 448 Flfth-ave.. their
guests comprising Mr. and Mrs. PhilipRhinelander.
Miss Edgar, Miss May Sands. Miss Berth Bart-

lett. Miss Marie de Neufvtlle. Miss Cornelia I
Harris. Miss Ella de Peyster. Miss Ellsa Strong.

Frederick A. de Pester, Bra.lish Johnson. Jr
W. Forbes Morgan, jr.. Leonard \\ Kip ana
Matthew Astor Wllkcs.

Mrs. John Wolf* and Mr. and Mrs. Grenvtlle
Kane have leased the Eugene Tan lt*a«aata*r
house No. 110 Bast Thtrtieth-st.. for the winter.
They have Issued cards for receptions t>-morr
and on December 2".

Mr. an.l Mrs. Krio B. Dahlgren. N-i »12 M« i
-

aye.. celebrated their tin wedding yesterc!

Mrs. P. Grand fi'Hauteville gave a dinner party
at her home. No. 37 West Forty-aixth-st.. last
evening In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Francis Burton
Harrison. MISs Delia Gurnee entertained a par'y
at luncheon at her house. No. (Ci» Kit'th-ave.

Managed by a. committee composed cf Mrs. Ab«r-
cromble. Mrs. Charles H. Berryman. Mrs. D«?lar>!,l.

Mrs. Frederick J. d.: Peyster Mrs. Eserton Wln-
throp. jr.,Mrs. George Kingsland and Mrs. William

A. I>uer. the fair for the benefit of the dcstttiK*
blind at the Waldorf-Astoria, on Tuesday, De-
cember IS. from XI a. m. to

* p. m.. promise* to be
a great success. The charity is a most deserving

one, a* the institution is the only one of the ktn.l
In New-York where a comfortable home Is glT*»ti
to the destitute blind, free of cost.

The reception which was announced for yester-
day by Mrs. Horace Russell, of No. «? Park-aye..

did not take place owing to Illness in the family.

Krnest Rudolph Ounther will give a tea this if-

ternoon at his bachelor apartment, which prom-
ises to be original. Iiis to be a species of Oriental
festival, and will comprise music and d-nnc»s nt-vcr

before ¦*•¦>In this country.

General Horace Porter has been on <i visit to

Spain, and as Mrs. Porter Is In this country. t!ser«

bare been, no receptions at the embassy In Part*.
These wilt be resumed after th«* holidays.

HE gATS HE INTENDED NO ATTACK ON CHRIS-

TIANrTT-OOMPI.IMEXTTO IT BT CHOOSING

IT AS STANDARD OP COMPARISON..

Philadelphia, Dec. 11.— Wu Ting-fang, who came
here to deliver an address to-night before th© Con-
temporary Club, made a statement In regard to

his address before the Ethical Culture Society In
New-York last Sunday on Confucius, comments
upon which have since been printed, in which he
says:

Iam afraid the scope of my address delivered
at New-York last Sunday In Carnegie Hall is not

made clear by the reports published in the papers.
It was far from my Intention to make any attack
an any religion whatever in the world, much less
on Christianity. My theme was Confucius. The
doctrines of C^\fuclus are imperfectly understood
in this counter by people, and my task was to
make clear, in as succinct a manner as possible,
without taking too much time, the cardinal points
of Confucianism.- Inorder to make it clear to an
American audience Ichose the best form of re-
ligion, and that is Christianity, which was well
known in this country, and which is considered the
highest form of religion ever known, to be the
standard by which comparison can ho made, and
1 girted to compare the doctrine of Confucianism
with the superior form of religion.
It was not my inteiiiiou> to make an att-ick on

Christianity. Taking that as the standard, instead
of being considered as an attack it should be as a
compliment. Iwanted to compare on what points
Confucius could come up to the standard of Chris-
tianity, and it the full text of my address was
published thi' would be clear to the wader, but
unfortunately Ihave not soon a full account of it
in any of the papers containing my speech. Iex-
pressly stated that some of the s*atlamsils of
"hirst" were very noble and grand, so much so that
Itwas very difficult for men to attain to them, and
1 quoted some of the saytngs of Confucius to show
that Confucius, though not up to so high a standard
as that of Christianity, was a practical man. He
was preaching his trine to his countrymen and
Inculcating in them to follow his advice In a prac-
tical way. and he himself set an example a] his
doctrine. And it I*true that Isaid that some of
the Christian people. or people professing Chris-
tianity,did not act up to the tenets of <"iiristlanlty.
That is not the fault of Christianity, but the fault
of those in not following the tenets of their re-
ligion. That surely cannot bo considered an attack
on Christianity.

1 have baa* reading portion* of the Bible, sad
have the greatest respect for it. and Iappreciate
the Bible and greatly respect Christianity, and I
have never in ray life made any attack on Chris-
tianity. Imay have said that some of the doc-
trines are too grand and too elevated for man to
follow, but that. Instead of an adverse criticism. Is
In praise of the high standard of that creed. I
hope that the clergymen and missionaries will not
come to any conclusion by reading tho Incomplete
resort:. published In the papers.

MiW PERSIA* UIXIBTER PRESEXTED,
Washington. Dec. 11.—General I.m.i. Khan, th«

newly appointed Persian Minister, was preitented to

the President Una morning by Secretary Hay. The
usual felicitous upeecbea were exchange.

\FKI\LEY ?Vi> HARRIsoX MEET.
\V k.ohlngton. Dec. it.—President McKinley cod

ex-Prt-sldcnt HarrHon met la^t nlßht at :» .linne"*

Klven by aaaai oaMna\ of th* Supreme Court. >'

w;»s the first dinner the Pre-ildent had t;»k^n '«
Washington outside the White House for *>m-»

tlmei •¦-' The I>«' of his accepting an Invlta*
tion wher«> he would meet ex- President RaTtWW
Is takeit to dls

-
>oso ffTectlvely of the rti'on* »»

clrct>Uitlon that the relations between the iw<> n.»«i
been strained of late. •

_,_/

tlx-Presldent Harrtsou vi-tlted Prestilent McKi"-
.cy this afternoon. H' was accompanied by c*-

Secretary Foster.

Hlh'lM OF -HORACE 7 BATDirS.• ,ridge Mi" Dec. 11.— The ho.ly of Holmes
J. Hayiien, second vice-pre?Uten» of tho ICeW-TOT*
Central ami Hudson River Kallro.ul. was buried a*
Mount Auburn to-tlay. Nt» strrvloo »**held. The
body reached her»» frora Xew-York at about "•

•/clock. Dr. I>. H. U.i.vdru. Nt Newport. R

1.. a brother, and v ¦;¦•¦¦ otht-r friend* accotni>u">*
Inn It The burUl took place at tl a'docfe

rax mi: BiDMTJ ATTESTIoy.
Tin- I'eaeaicsi House QaWsmMaw has laid au

excellent foundation for a radical reform in the
.•ouduet of the buildings, i>«-j,;inii,,.i,|. Seldom
*»«ve «.«« mit. put th.rfiseiv.s in a more humili-
ating light than iiM«\>unnissioner« Brady, « iuii
foyle aoJ < amp'«etl wiieti they positively de-
clared that Uie requirements of th,. building
laws Wen- betas strictly enforced in the hot
oughs BBaaT their supervision, only to Ih» con-
fronted Jty detailed proof that (be most essen-
tial provision* «l the law wer* violated at
wholesale-. They cannot .-veillin.l refuge in the*' *»r «f inadequate force to uiepn-t all Hie

(work of building. Tha n,i»st flagrant violations
are not fault* .ii execution, but ;<r.- part of the
design on which the Buildings Department has

J passed favorable judgment. So tax official*jtnus1!assume res;>onsil.mty for eontcionsly aud;affirmatively eonscmlus: to nullification of Hip
law. oot a»erely for neglect to enforce Us pro-
vision*.

The TenemiW Honse law provides that only
«5 per cent of a lot not on a corner may be
•H'Ujik'd t»y a tenement hnnw* HaiMmg. The
Commissioner has discretion to increase that
percentage to 7" in Kj>eclal cases. Tl sdiscretion
•waa intended only to uieti exceptional aawajsa.
stance*. s<mi«* inside lot* might In* *>situated
that 2T. per cent of air space ivonld be ample.
Krone olivkmsly permanent low )>uildiug ad-
joining might cive it aaasaaaa% as much light
and air a> *corner lot. Under such cirrnm-
stanee* it was thought wise to give the Com.
•Blas**awr discretion to waire what was meant
to he the general rule that only GTi per cent of
•a* lot *nould he covered. Rom- ha* Mr. Brady
fwrfonne<l til* duty. An extended inret-tiga-
•Jan. taking a.-**Mint of 280 tenement houses
beSt endrr this lan*, f.bom* that what the law
lstenfled to I*the general rule has been com-
plied with mi «niy 1 per cent of the buildings.
2n t» per cent Mr. Brady ha* wade e\c*t>
i*1'""-" '« SI \»T cent of these rases his *>x-
ceptJoni" have *-xc<*Med the maximum limit of
•a* him InP.I per «-ent of tb«w bnntes orer
TSper rent oT the lot Is covered, and In 10 per
«•*••» per cent or more of the lot is coverrd.
Inthe nutter of fireproof stair* and balK ssaf-
aaMaaf #aah waiter door* and hail windows
to til*outer air similar neglect ofduty and even
<!f!ibcratr violation of lam- 1* shown on the part•**»• Comnjlsf'nTjern. not only of Manhattan,
but &l?o of Brooklyn and Qihens.

Tb« primary purpose of the Tenement House
•JBaaaannslnl 1*not to investigate Tammany, but

H\T»\ FOR EMPEROR FRAXCIS JOSEM-
Berlin DH 11.—Thl* evening Major-General

Huelsen-Uaeseler started for Vienna to prefent t«

Emperor Franci* Joseph. tn th*> earn* of Erap*r°r
WUltam, the baton of a FieM Marshal ad Interim.

A laWMV FROM WAEBIXGTOX.
The celebration to-day of th<» centenary of

At Federal City—as the National capital was
at iin»i called— is coiiiiiicuduble from more than
vue point of view. American? have hitherto.
And not without reason, 'm-urred the reproach
of belug too little ivpardful of times and place*.
The comparative youth of the Nation and the
Intense Kx>al of the people for improving the
pecuniary potentialities of the present moment
hart militated against the observance of auiii-
vorsaries and the preservation or erection of
memorials on historic spots. Some scornful
comment has been excited by the marked multi-
plication of "patriotic societies" in recent year*,
but it is illconceived. These organizations, or
most of them, ire doing au inestimably valu-
able work in fillingpaps iiihistorical records,
prem-nins worthy landmarks. erecting memo-
rials of great deeds and iv general stimulating
popular interest In the history and hievements
of oar own land and i>eopta. in line with Mich
work It is well to commemorate the one hun-
dredth anniversary of the establishment of the
scat of government at Washington, and it will
ac wellIfthe incident shall l.ad to a wider ac-
quaintance of the people with the story of the
various Federal cities.
It is no doubt vaguely renumbered that the

Continental Congress sat chiefly nt Philadel-
phia: that New-York was the first Federal capi-
tal under the Constitution, and that the seat of
pm-erament was thence transferred to Philadel-
phia and finally to Washington. Few proltabl>'
are conversant with the reasons and detail-? of
Tins., various selections and changes, while to
most the story of Trenton's "Federal City"
which we published the other day must seem
like the resurrection of a forgotten tale. It
willlie well to t.tneinber ivthis time of exulta-
tion over our National growth the opposition
thai was tu.-.de a century ago to placing the
capital so fiirotu in the wilderness as the *hore
of the Potomac, and the many efforts that were
subsequently made to have it transferred to
some place less remote from the mass of impu-
lation and more readily accessible! Such effort*
were continued at Intervals down almost to the
middle of th« century, and then, after an In-
terval, were succeeded by others for the re-
moval of the capital much further to the West.
In order to keep in touch with the unmistak-
able "court* of empire." it is an Impressive
fact that some men who protested against
VTaj-hington m being "too far away i,, theWestern wilderness" lived to protest ngainst
it **being too far to the east of the centre of
population." Volume* eonld scarcely be moreeloquent «-oncerning the growth of the Re-public.

There is another lesson from the National
capital of local application to New-York and
of marked pertinence to-day. All who haveread history know how sin.nj;ly Major l'Enfantwas opposed, when be sought to iMy out Wash-
ington «m*ewlut after the «pa, i, and
Grandiose plan of old Versailles. Many now liv-ing remember whenWashington was derisively
called the "City of Magnificent Distances

"
To.oay there are Mill wine vacant spaces on Itsmap. But there I*nothing more certain andnothing m«* generally recognised than thatMasor rTßnfnnr. most extended conception*

wjrre noting more than « reasonable prevision
of the future and provision for It- needs, nnd
~L*llem «rn»r<*"» **«»«• of city bnUdlng

H. *":.IT? ¦¦"»**«"• blunder. Im-agine tw« Nation-, capital to-day designed after¦MilChcckcrboart -
with the Capitol

and WM.House fronting on a sixty-foot Rtreet!The ißtolerabi* Impropriety of «lrh a state ofaffair, «s nateat. The crnmaendabUlty ofMajor
1Enfant in uarmc an eye to the future Is obvi-on* And yet that lmpr««ire « jeet it^aon soapoatwn* to all -t Washington and so directly

THE DEPRESSION IX WOOL.
Srasonable weather has not brought the re-

vival of business that was generally anticipated
In the wool Industry, and Itis becoming apparent
that th<* difficulty was of a more serious nature.
Many manufacturers were idle during the
months when heavy weight goods are usually
taken by jobbers and wholesalers, hut It was
hoped that after the election had disposed of all
Nan of a change in the tariff stagnation would
cease and normal conditions prevail. Later there
came a series of disasters among dealers and
manufacturers, and it was thought that unprec-
edented]*' mild weather caused the trouble.
Probably the tardiness of low temperature had
some influence, although recent developments
suggest that it is necessary to search elsewhere
for the principal cause. i

There Is food for thought and a partial solu-
tion of the problem in the excessive production
of goods and inflation of prices last year. The
average price of domestic wool rose in the seven
months beginning with May 1, ISO9. over 37 per
cent, to the highest point in many years. Mill
operations were stimulated by the artificial price
of the raw material, and goods were accumulated
far in excess of requirements for consumption.
Speculation was active and sales at the three
chief Eastern cities amounted to 515.496,630
pounds during the year 1800. against 232.461.131
in IS9S. The manufactured article did not keep
pace with the material, averaging only 10 per
cent advance during the same period, and. while
holders were not long able to secure even this
difference, the decline has met with stubborn
resistance, as concessions meant a loss and It
was thought that conditions would soon improve.

Unfortunately, the desired activity failed to
materialize, while the raw material gradually
settled back until the present level Is 22 per
cent below the top. and sales for the year thus
far have been only 217,.'»41,7*4 pounds, against
492.108.720 tn the same part of 188©. Following
such a year of heavy manufacture and high
prices, it Is not surprising that less activity Isnow experienced. It has been suggested that
smaller Imports of manufactured wool should
stimulate domestic operations, and last year's
record indicates that such was the case, al-though not entirely on that account. While Im-ports of goods for the fiscal year 1900 were only$15,020,450, and in 1800 only $13.07a852 It
must not he forgotten that the movement In the
two years IRDO and ISO7. Just prior to the Ding-ley tariff, aggregated over $102,500,000. putting
stocks up to *neh a high point that Itrequired
some time to absorb the surplus.

Substitution of cotton has also had much Influence, heavy clothing being offered at remark-ably low prices this season, owing to improved
method* of manufacture, uhi.h utilize a larger

nndT'rY* XK
h*Ch*

ftP
*r mat «rlal

-
P«**r millsfind that th* better grade, of rag, are no longer

offered them so freely because .noddy mills

rSAUGUHSTIOX OF n ejcvoa RECKIIAV.
Frankfort. Ky.. Dec. 11. -Governor Keck ham was

Inaugurated to-day for iiterm of three years. The
parade was made up of all of the military com-
panies of th* State, the Duckworth Club, of Cin-
cinnati; political clubs from this city, LouLtvill*
and other parts of the State; civic societies, awl
citizens In carriages and on horseback, forming aprooo«sion of groat length. The oath of »»ei<-o wan
administered to the Governor by chief JusticeHasolrtgg Governor Beckhaav In hi* Inaugural
addr«*a. did not refer te» the murder of William
Oo*bel but devoted himself entirely to State mat-
ters, lie promised the Stats a clean and honest
administration of Its flair*In a spirit of fairness
a>»i tolerance.

"The Listener," of "The Boston Transcript." who

has been visiting this city, pays a generous tribute
to its greatness as a metropolis, but says that It

is very unmetropolltan In spots. It has a lot of

mean little provincial streets; some of its famous

business houses are M squalid and dingy as those

of a backwoods town; many street crossings have

no crosswalks, and ridiculous little horsecars are
still retained on crosstown routes, to the surprise

of the visitor from Olathe. Kan., or Gardiner. Me.
But, worst of all. "the town Is lacking in essential
diversity between street and street and quarter

and quarter. There is no such feature in New-

York City as our fine new shopping esplanade, con-
stituted by the cleared, reformed and repaved

stretch of Tremont-st. along the Common. New-
York is. indeed, lacking In many features of dis-

tinction which Boston possesses. Th© shop win-
dows of New-York are vulgar, compared with those

of Boston. You will find the sort of thing which
is cultivated in New-York in shop window displays

well represented by a kneeling wax figure maid
measuring her swaggering wax figure mistress, to

advertise a corset."

"My daughter." remarked Mrs. Nexdore, "has
developed a perfect passion for music."

"Yes?" returned Mrs. Peppery. "I'llwarrant It
Isn't as strong as the passion your daughter*
music arouses In my husband."— {Philadelphia
Press.

"Superintendent Henry K. Boyer, at the Phila-
delphia Mint." says "The Philadelphia Press." "has
fourteen coining preme* working overtime trying
to keep up with the unusual demand for the glit-
tering small coins. For two weeks he has kept
hit fore* working until

•
o'clock at night,and has

been able to sand away only EOO.OOO new pennies a
day. From Washington and the West comes the
despairing cry for more. It Is almost a penny

famine. There Is a panic In the slot machine In-
dustry. From now until Christmas, by working

the force until 10 o'clock at night, th« Superin-

tendent hopes to send away Mn.ooo pennies a day.
and it is possible that h» may break the record by
reaching the million mark."

The Quarrel Reinforced.— He lwill try to forget
all your harsh, unkind words to me.

She— oh. 1 don't wanf you to forget them, so I'll
just tie this bit of pink ribbon around your finger.
—(Indianapolis Journal.

A Spartan mother on Long Island has twice,

applied to a police court for papers which will
compel her son to answer before a magistrate for
what eh* calls "disorderly conduct." th* basis of
the charge being that* the young man refuses to
work and spends the daylight hours In playing
golf. And yet her rebellious son Is not of Scotch
descent. Ifthe Idolaters of golf who neglect their
duties for the pursuit of this enthralling pastime
are to be haled before Justices, prisoners' docks
must speedily bo rebuilt on a larger scale.

Pleasant Evening-Mrs. Wiggle*—Did you have
a good time at the W«t.w«* playing whist last
evening?

Mrs. Waggles— We had a perfectly lovely time!
lira. Wiggles— Which beat?
Mr*. Waggles— Well. we. didn't either of us beat.

The fact i». we spent the whole evening talking
about our C2a«iervllle Journal.
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3»aMMM mitm
make bettor termi. and the producUoa ofthla
class of goods Increases noticeably. For*i«n
wool waa imported to the extent 9t
pounds in the last nacal year, and about »per

cent was of the cheapest quality. Vl»oroiio com-

petition among clothing dealers baa rendered
necessary these changes In the kind of raw ma-

terial used by manufacturers, and H la «t the
expense of domestic fleeces.

Itwas a dun winter's day. wita tao firstan¦lan
of any. consequence this season, and tao aaaaalt
was so slippery that It was almost Impossible to
drive. The aociaf programme was not filled out.
There were a few receptions, a few day* at horn*
and a few dinners. Mills Ournee' 1

'
luncheon was

one of the large*;, affairs of th* day. There was a
weddtot*— that of Maw Leftert* and Carleton Macy
at th*Church of the Heavenly Rest.

Persons who %-^ not willingto stand trl*» for

crimes in Cuba should not commit crime* there.
To-day matters are more lively. There win be a

number of people saUns tor Ears**, and toe pier*
will be crowded wtth their friends bidding them
ban voyage. Among these are Mr. and Mm. J.
Lawrence Van am, who were man led en Mon-
day and who are sotns on their honeymoon trip
to the South of Franc*. and Mr. and Mr*.T. Hh%w
Safe iMIm tUttle Gommell>. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw
Baf» win not return until next rammer, when
they will he at Newport.
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Among the wedding of to-day that of His* Au-
gusta Little and Reginald Norman. at Newport,
will prove moat Interesting. It will N» a quiet
affair, and Mr. and Mr*. Norman will go ahroart
and afterward make a tour around the world. In
town Mis» Elsl^ Mitchell, th* daughter of Mr u4
Mm. Edward Mitchell, and Henry MrKeen Ferr.-
day will be married at St. Thomas's Church Th*
wedding of Miss Caroline Levertch and John Law-
rence liiker will take place at Corona. Lone Isl-
and, and there will be a number of people from
town coins to it.

Dr. and Sin. Octavias A. Wait*. of Madison- v.-«s..
willgive a Urge reception th»» afternoon for the»r
granddaughter. Miss Helen "White Stevens. M!sn
Stevens willbe assisted by her mother. Mrs. Berk*-
Icy Mostyn. and a number of debutante*. Mm.
Herbert B. Turner, of No. 135 East Thlrtleth-st .
willbold the first of her "Jays." and General and
Mrs. Joseph C Jackson, of No. :.W East Thtrty-
fourth-st.. will have a. reception for Mr. anfl Mrs.
Joseph C. Jackson.
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applicable to crcry other growing city, Is again

and again most lamentably Ignored.

If only New-York had had a l'Enfant! It
would have had soino spacious tree lined park-

ways for avenues, instead of narrow canyons

of brick and stone. It would have had an

adequate park system from the beginning, in-

stead of having to create parks as an after
thought by razing whole blocks of building*.

Its stately edifices would have been placed

where their line proportions could properly be
seen, instead of being hidden away in narrow
streets and scattered at random in out of the

way place?. The Brooklyn Bridge, the most
splendid structure of its kind In the world,

would not have run from a maze of narrow
streets and trolley tangles at one end to a like

maze and tangle at the other, but would have

had architectural terminals and spacious ap-
proaches worthy of no noble a work. The only

Important railroad station in the city would not
lie cramped into half the space it needs until
its accommodations arc a travesty upon enter-
prise. Aud we may bo sure that were there

now a I'Enfant here, with autocratic power,

there would bo no half-way work with the
rapid transit tunnel, necessitating a general
tearing up and rebuilding a few years hence,

but the thing would be made at the outset so

<v>iiimodious and no complete, with pipe gal-

Itrles and all MM* appurtenances, that it would
bo fully adequate to the needs of New-York In
all the growth and expansion of the coming
century.

More than a hundred years ago Washington
was planned for the future, and to-day It Is
splendidly growing up to fit the plan. New-
York, unhappily, was not planned for the future
which Is now the present. But IfitIs not hope

les«!y "purblind it will heed the lesson, and In
all its present works will plan for the Immeas-
urable future which is yet to come.Oseinros Notices.

Ivers & Fond Pianos
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