
T^XES AND EMPIRE.

RUSSIAN DEVELOPMENT.

payers, exhausted by the burdens of the war in
South Africa, will cry aloud for relief from

fresh exactions. There willbe the broadest pos-

sltle Imperial ground for a revision of the entire
system of taxation. When Lord Derby succeed-

ed Lord John Russell In the early days of free
trade,- he-r««nilted

• Ministry of Protectionists
which was soon swept away by public clamor.

All subsequent attempts to revive the Protec-
tionist cause InEngland have been futile. Pro-

tectionist* for a season were content to describe
themselves as Fa* Traders, aiming to coerce
by means of a tariff foreign countries, especially

Franc* and the United States. into negotiating
reciprocity conventions, and to transfer the pro-

duction of British food supplies from countries
which would not take English manufactures to

countries which would do so. The Fair Trader

failed as th« Protectionist had failed before him.
The tariff reformer will now have a sign by

which he may conquer. He will be known as

an Imperialist, convinced that loyalty, while a

beautiful sentiment, willnever make an empire,

but that it must be strengthened by the bonds

of material Interests. Loyalty to the theory of
Free Trade has prevailed for half a century.

Loyalty to the Empire willnow take Its place.

X. N. F.
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Exclusive Styles

High Class Novelties

FURS «« GARMENTS
OF Ali.DESCRIPTIONS.

Evening, , ctc *

Opera and
Automobile Coats,

Holiday Goods.
37 Union Square,

Between J6th and J7th Sts.

Open Evenings Until Christmas.
Owing to the contractors' delay, our new buildings cannot

be put in shape for the Holiday Trade.
It is a great disappointment, and naturally entails on us a

very heavy loss, as our buyers, having purchased largely In
anticipation of this extra space, thereby compelled us to piaco
these goods in temporary storage. We, therefore, willoffer this
week at quick selling prices the greatest aggregation of Fancy
Articles suitable for

HOLIDAY PRESENTS
EVER SEEN IN GREATER NEW YORK.

SILK REMNANTS AND LOOM ENDS.
Nearly four thousand of them in lengths from V* yd. to 12 yds. will be sold

at prices ranging from 25c. to 50c. per yard, instead of 50c. to $1.50.
They represent some of the best fabrics and designs shown this season.
A great many bright and evening colors, also some very desirable textures

in Black Silks are in the lot.

UMBRELLAS, THE BEST THING FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS.
A large variety of English Gloria Umbrellas, with a fine assortment of fancy

handles, at 96c, value $1.50.
Union Taffeta Silk Umorellas, large assortment of fancy handles, at $1 75

value $2.50.
'

Ladies' and Men's TwillSilk Umbrellas, English natural handles, 26 and 28Inch, very special value, at $1.90.
Women's Silk Umbrellas, 26 inch, Pearl, Ivory, Silver, Horn and Sterlina

Silver trimmed handles, regular value $4, at $2.95. *
700 Extra Fine Umbrellas, magnificent assortment of very choice handles,

value $6 to $8, for $4.95 each.

T. C. PLATT, ARCHITECT.

Nearly all of this lumber will go down the St.
John River, and be sawed ln the provinces. Fred
Gilbert and James McNulty, of Bangor. either as
individuals or as partners, are employing tour hun-
dred men, and they will cut nearly eight million
fret much of which is already sold.

Lumbering on the St. Crolx River la active this
winter, and the total cut will probably be about
thirty mllllion feet. Of last year's cut all but about
two million feet, held up at Tomah Stream, was
driven Into the boom. H. F. F.aton & Sons and
F H. Todd & Sons are carrying over several mill-
ion feet of logs. The Murchles will cut about eight
million feet this season, mostly on Dobsia Lake.
Bolton Brook and the main river. Their biggest
operation will be at Dobsla. The Eatons will oper-
ate ln many places, and will get about twelve
millions, mostly on Tomah Stream and Grand Lake.

The Todds will cut about four millions on both
branches of the St. Croix. Spencer & McMahon
will be their largest operators, and will cut over
a million feet on North Brook. Granville Chase will
cut a million and a half on the main river and at

Tomah Stream.
Many of the operators on the Penobscot have al-

ready sold their -vinter's cut. the Great Northern
Paper Company, at MiUinocket. being the heaviest
buyer. About two hundred million feet willbe cut
on the Psnobscot this winter.

JEFF DATIS'S FLIGHT FROM RICBMOXD.

THE INGENIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL SUB-

URBAN HOUSE WHICH HE

HAS DESIGNED.

This is the house that Platt built.
Thomas C. Platt is the president of the United

States Express Company and a United States
Sei.ator, and he built this house in Hoboken for
the use of the United States Express Company.

The United States Senate already had a suit-
able house. Mr. Platt designed this house him-
self. Some cay that an architect designed It,

"but they admit, according to a statement pub-

lished yesterday, that "it was largely con-
structed on lines which he [Mr.Platt] suggested

to the architect." The greatest bother in the
building of houses Is architects. They always

pretend that they know so much. They make
their livings by convincing persons who already
know exactly what they want that they cannot

THE HOI'SE THAT STWATOR PLATT BUILT
INHOBOKEN.

ATTKMPT TO DELIVER MAIL AT REGIS-

TERED ADDRESSES ON UPPER

WEST RIDE SHOWS MANY

ILLEGAL BALLOTS.

The discovery that there had been extensive

frauds in registration and voting in the highly

respectable residence district west of Central
Park was made by The Tribune some days ago

Ina purely accidental way. Apparently several
hundred persons registered and \oted illegally

in the district at the late election without de-

tection. Presumably th«»y were not residents of
the district, and probably they were Tammany

workers who lived an! voted ln other districts

of the city and also voted in the district where

they had no business to be on the day of election.
The Tribune sent some mail matter to voters

In the district some days ago. and the addresses

of the voters were copied from the registry lists
which were published in "The City Record" be-

tween the laat day of registration and the day of
election. Some thousands of the voters received
the mail matter, but several hundred persons

who registered from places in the district and

voted at the election could not be found in the

district when the mail was delivered. The cause
of failure of delivery was given by the carrier
In each case, and the record is sufficient to show

extensive fraud in the election in that district.
Among the comments written down by the

carriers in explanation of failure to find the

voters addressed are a few to the effect that

the voters have moved away since the election.
but in a few hundred cases the carters have

written "No such number," or "vacant lot," or
"no house there," or "vacant house," or

"church," or "not known."
There are some Instances each year In which

voters register and vote legally from vacant
houses, or even from "a hole ln the ground." but

Itis not to be supposed that there could be some
hundreds of such cases In the district wesi. of

Central Park. The election law provides that a
citizen cannot gain or lose his voting residence
by reason of his presence or absence while he

Is ln the service of the United States Govern-
ment or is employed on the high seas. Seamen

who have had residences in the city may con-
time to vote from the places where they lived
even If the houses have been torn down, and one

New-Yorker who has been in the employ of the

Government in Washington several years came
back to the city to register and vote last fall
from his former residence lnManhattan.although

the house in which he had lived was no more.
He was accused of illegal registration when a
vigilant policeman discovered that he had regis-
tered from "a hole ln the ground," but when the
case was explained in the court the Magistrate
refused to issue a warrant and proclaimed the
right of the man to vote from hi.s former resi-
dence.
Itis not to be presumed, however, that vacant

lots in the district west of Central Park have
been the residences of a few hundred Govern-
ment employes or returned seamen. The fre-
quency of registration from such vacant lots
recently Is an Indication that the police of the
district failed utterly in the discharge of their
duty previous to the late election. Lists of the
registration were furnished to the police, and
the law requires that the police shall Investigate
and report upon every name on the lists. Infor-
mation of illegal registration discovered by such
investigation Is required to be sent to the State
Superintendent of Elections ln the Metropolitan
District.

About the time the registration was completed
Superintendent McCullagh sent a communica-
tion of Chief of Police Devery, calling attention
to the law, and demanding a rigid investigation
of the registry lists. When the attention of Su-
perintendent McCullagh was called the other
day to the discovery made by Tho Tribune that
so many men had been registering from vacant
lots on the West Side he expressed much In-
terest, and said the information might be useful
ln preventing frauds ut another election, how-
ever Impossible It might be to find any of the
persons who committed the frauda at the recent
election. His records do not show that the police
of the district reported any of the registrations
from the vacant lots.

There was another form of political fraud ap-
parently practised in the same district, that of
colonizing voters for the election from other
districts. The record ln the possession of The
Tribune shows that the colonization plan was
followed at several Raines law hotels and sev-
eral large apartment houses in the district. Men
went to the "hotels" and to apartment houses,
and in some cases even to boarding houses ln
the district, and hired rooms thirty days before
the election, and remained long enough to regis-
ter and vote. Of twelve men who registered and
voted from one Raines law hotel ln One-hun-
dr«d-and-Bixteenth-st. not one Could be found
there after the election was over, and the record
ln each case is written, "there only for the
election." Ten men registered and voted from
one apartment house ln One-hundred-and-nfth-
Bt.. and each of them now Is "not known at the
house." The career of one man is written as
follows, as given by the proprietor of a boarding
house ln One-hundred-and-eighteenth-st. :"Came
a month before election and left after the elec-
tion, owing a rnonth/s board." Inone case the
record is "removed by the police," and that is
the only Indication that the police interfered
with the Illegal voters ln the district.

A PORTRAIT OF MAJOR BRIGGS.
The headquarters of the Old Guard, in the armory

at Broadway and Forty-ninth-st. has been adorned
with a portrait of Major F. Ellis Briggs, com-

ARNHEIM,
BROADWAY & 9TH ST.

The meanest extravagance 13 cheap
clothes. We sell nothing that you can*

not afford to buy.
Special sale of overcoatings, embrac*

ing the newest novelties, the green gray,
blue gray, brown gray and Oxford graft

Cheviots and Friezes, overcoat to orderi
satin lined, |20. Raglan or Chester-
field, |25. Special sale of iancfl
Worsteds and Cheviots, suit to order,
$16. Prince Alberts, made of Vicuna
Thibet, silk lined and faced, $23. Im-
ported trouserings, $6. Our full dresa
Tuxedo, at $30, is special value.

Samples, Fashion Review and Meaa-
uring Guide mailed upon request.

CesUssrd from Or.t pa**.

being in ilepair •« ma*«bo«M -be exempt from
some small share In keeping; ItBate, and that It
is clear that England doe* not* have the right

tyetem for the times, since the sources of taxa-

tion are too few to yield the necessary supplies.

Mr. Gr»«swood doe* not specifically propooe a

pen era! tariff for revenue purposes; but since he
•ssoeps aside the poll tax a* an impossible al-
ternative, he virtually leads up to th» conclu-
sion, which "The DailyMall" ezprcosce without

«julv«catloß. that a tax of 5 or 10 per cent on

foreign manufactured imports is Indispensable.

This Involves repudiation of free trade and a

reversion to the fiscal and economic policies of

England's chief Industrial and mercantile rivals,

the United States and Germany. Mr. Chamber-

lain two or three years ago broke the ground

for a change of tariff policy In his famous ad-

dim before the Canada Club: y«t he abandoned
the plough when the furrow had been turned,

but without showing any signs of repentance.

"The Times,- which draws much of Its Inspira-

tion from Mr. Chamberlain. ha« remonstrated
against the tentative and feeble methods of
financing the v ar InSouth Africa, and has bold-
ly advocated the widening of the area of taxa-

tion bo that the burdens willnot fall exclusively

upon a small portion of the community. Mr.
Greenwood has only expressed the convlet'ons
of a lexpe body of English taxpayers In lay*ng

stress upon this fundamental question of tariff

and fiscal reform.

IMMEDIATE CHANGE UNLIKELY.

Immediate haner** of the fiscal system are not

to be expected. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, while
an old Tory in politics. is a Liberal, or possibly

a Whig, In finance. He has been Influenced by a
permanent staff of Treasury officials, who are

Indoctrinated with the principles and practice

of free trade; and he has followed the lines of

Sir Robert Peel, Mr. Gladstone and Sir William
Harcourt In ?orking out the problems of na-

tional finance, without having their original ca-

pacity for Introducing new methods under press-

ure of necessity. Even with an overwhelming

Ministerial majority behind him he has stood in
dread of Sir William Harcourfs criticism, and

has valued the compliments of the Opposition

leader more highly than the prestige which he

might have won by favoring new principles
adapted to the times. He neglected to take ad-
vantage a year ago of a great opportunity for a
revision of the system of taxation. A penny a

pound or. sugar would have yielded more reve-
nue than he has derived from all the Increases
of taxation on Incomes, tobacco, wine, beer and
tea. He did not venture to expose himself to at-

tack from the Liberal benches, and wasted a
golden opportunity for widening the are* of tax-

ation. He has continued to conduct the finances
of the war In a faint hearted way by petty ex-
pedients In raising revenue and borrowing money

piecemeal on unfavorable terms. A stronger

financier than Sir Michael Hicks-Beach will be

needed at the Treasury before Mr. Frederick
Greenwood's reforms can be carried out.

While the Treasury policies are unchanged the
Imperialist movement Is the greatest force in
English politics and Is carrying everything be-

fore It. There has been a complete change in
the English point of view In the last fifty years.
The old time fanatical Cobdenite believed that
tariffs would disappear, that wars would cease
and that the nations of the earth would be

linked together by the industrial bonds of pacific

trade. In his enthusiasm for universal free

trade the expansion of the empire did not Inter-
est him. So long as traders could have fret
access to all markets It did not matter what
flu«; floated over them or whether the empire

was large or small. The Cobdenite was even
ready to regard it as an open 'question whether
the Canadian and Australian colonies would re-
main permanently united with the mother coun-
try and whether it would be advantageous to
have the Imperial connections maintained. The
times have changed, and England with them.
The force af American economic -experience has
been a longer and surer lever than English free
trade in directing the tariff policies of maritime
nations. Nobody outside the narrow coterie of
th» Cobden Club is now convinced that It Is the
be« thing for England that It should remain In
oplendld Isolation, the only free trading country
in the world. There is no longer pessimistic talk
about allowing Australia and Canada to with-
draw from the empire whenever they may think
It advisable to do 60. The necessity 'for Binding
the colonies by indissoluble links to the mother
State Is generally recognized, and Imperial fed-
eration. Instead of being something chimerical,
has become a problem of practical statesman-
ship. Inplace of Mr.Cobden's dreamy realm of
universal peace aad free trade under man?
flags, there Is looming up before the English
Imagination a vast federated economic empire
under the British flag, united In Its mercantile
and Industrial Interests, and arrayed for self-
defence against the world.
It Is probable that the Treanury policy next

rear will be a timorous and halting one, with
a complete suspension of the sinking fund ser-
vice and further additions to Income and other
direct forms of taxation. Meanwhile the great
question of the reorganization of the military
system win be taken up and gradually trans-
formed Into a far reaching problem of Imperial
defence, with a symmetrical development of all
the auxiliary forces of the self-governing col-
onips. Naturally, the colonies will be consulted
respecting this scheme, and an Imperial council
In which all of them will be adequately repre-
sented may be expected In London. Mr. Cham-
berlain without doubt already has this council
Inmind. A plan of Imperial defence of the first
magnitude will be- costly, and the Income tax

LONGBHOREUES DREAM OF FORTVSM.

MAJOR F. ELLJS nRIGGB.
Prom painting by Frederick Flnck.
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CUTTING TIMHER IX MAIXE.

HOW HE AND HIS CABINET WERE TREATED AT

GREENSBORO. N. C. -OFFICIAL. ACCOUNT

STIRS UP RESIDENTS.
'

Greensboro. N. C, Dec. IS (Special).— This place is
indignant, astonished, dismayed. People loiter about
the book stores and argue with the proprietors and
with one another. There are c\.»ny references to
their fathers and to their grandfathers, and the
words "North" and "Federal Government" take
on some of that acrimonious twang that it was
supposed was lost never to be found again. There
Is much reading of a certain periodical, and even
letters of protest and explanation are interchanged
by dear friends of the old school who live In dif-
ferent towns.

There la a fingering of wartime souvenirs on
watch chains, flattened bullets, that speak grimly
of those past days; there are gesticulation, ex-
postulation, tobacco spitting and indignant whit-
tling. Very soon pens will fly, type will be set and
the "North" will find out how Greensboro feels
about the "slander" contained in the article "Last
Days of the Confederate Government" in the De-
cember number of "McClure's Magazine." It says

that ay tht. time of the retreat of the Confederate
Government from. Richmond, the President, - the
Cabinet officers and other chiefs of the Government
were forced in confusion and dismay to make their
way toward Georgia on a special train, which waa
shared by many panics tricken Southerners. Dan-
ville was left at 11 -o'clock at night amid scenes o_*

utmost confusion. The article continues: .
The nlgnt was intensely dark, with a slight rain,

the road in wretched condition, and the progress
was consequently very slow. Upon reaching Greens-
boro it"was found that a body of Federal "cavalry
had cut the road at a point which the train had
passed but five minutes before. It was a lucky es-
cape, but a "miss is as good as a mile." was the
brief commentary of the President upon It. No
provision had been made for the accommodation
of the President and staff, or for his Cabinet, and.
to their surprise, they found It impracticable to
obtain these essentials. Important alike to peasant
and potentate— board and lodging-. Greensboro had
been a flourishing town, and there were many com-
modious and well furnished residences in and about
It. but the doors were closed and the "latchstrlngs
pulled In" against the members of a retreating
government. "-:¦:

- .
The President was not well, and Colonel Wood,

of his staff, provided him with a bed at the limited
and temporary quarters of his family, and the
staff and Cabinet, with other prominent men. took
up their quarters In a dilapidated, leaky passen-
ger car. Here they ate, slept and lived during
their stay In Greensboro, a negro boy cooking their
rations In the open air near by. Mr. Trenholm,
who was very ill. and who found quarters at the
large and elegant mansion of Governor Morehead.
was the only exception.' Offhand, generous hospi-
tality has ever been regarded as characteristic of
the South, and hail such a scene as this been pre-
dicted of any of its people it would have encoun-
tered universal unbelief. This pitiable phase of
human nature was a marked exception to the con-
duct of tha people upon this eventful Journey, who,

from Greensboro to Washington. Ga..- received the
President and his companions with uniform kind-
ness courtesy and hospitality.

The "Cabinet Car** was, however, during these
•Ireary days at Greensboro, a very agreeable resort.
Like true men of the world. Its distinguished hosts
did the honors to their visitors with a cheerfulness
nnd good Mirror, seasoned by a flow of good
spirits which threw a charm around the wretched
shelter and made their rltuntion »f«m rather a
matter of choice than of necessity. The Navy
store supplied bread nd bacon, an.!, by the active
fornplrur of Postmaster Semple and others of the
party biscuit. eK=rs and coffee were led. and, with
a few tin cups, spoons and Docket knives and a lib-
eral use of fingers and capital anp»tltes, they m»n-
ased to pet enough to oat, and they slept as k*«t
they couid. The times were "sadly out of Joint"
Just then, and so was the Confederate government.

Is It a wonder that Greensboro Is "sadly out of
joint" after being held up to the world in this
Ignominious manner? Nor can the blame of th!»
report be laid at the door of Home Federal officer,
the writer beln«c no less a person than Stenh^n R.
Mallory. Secretary of the Navy in the Confederate
Cabinet! After so long a time these papers, writ-
ten amid those stirring scenes, are given to the
world by Ruby Mallory Kennedy, the Secretary's
da tighter. ¦ -'

It Is little wonder that the wee. small hours
come unawares upon the explanations of the men
who lived in Greensboro at that tim«". or of their
descendants, who cannot credit such report* nt
their fathers. Certainly. North Carolina watt*
Impatiently th* printed version of the Greensboro
people, and it willcome— columns of It.

INDUSTRIAL NEWS FROM THE CZ-IVS

VAST REALM.

St. Petersburg. Dae. Prince Khllkoff. the

Minister of Railways, gave the correspondent of

The Associated Press a complete outline of the
railway projects which are now under way or are
werloußly considered. A new line nearly three hun-

dred kilometres, or about two hundred miles, in
length has Just received the approval of the Coun-
cil of Slate. It will be a Government Una. and

will connect the basins of the Don and the Dnieper,
paralleling the line to Yekatertnoslaff and run-
ning some distance south of this line. The
Yekaterinoslaff line is crowded with grain traffic.
The new road will carry coal principally. The cost

will be 1i.W0.000 or 20.000.000 rubles. Work will be

beirun next spring.

Th« road from Orenburg to Tashkend. which
will be 1.900 kilometres, or between 1.500 and 1.300
miles, long, will be built at both ends at the sam*

time. It willbe built more slowly than was first
Intended, on account of the Chinese troubles and

the unfavorable money market. The appropria-

tions for material amounted to 10,000.000 ruble* this
year, and th« same sum willbe available for con-
struction next year. The total cost willbe about
80.000,000 rubles.

The line from Sestroresk, on the Finnish bor-
der, will get a St. Petersburg terminal next year.

Work will also bo begun, according to a recent de-
cision, upon the St. Petersburg branch of the great

Siberian line, which will run via Viatka. and Perm

and Join the Moscow line In the Ural passes before

reaching Chelyabinsk.
A private company Is seeking a concession for a

line from the Dnieper Valley, beginning probably

near Nlcopol or Alexandrovsk. to Odessa, with a
total length of 610 versts. or something over 400

miles. The surveys have been begun. This region

is rich in grain.
Another company has long been asking for a

concession for a line from Yalta to Sebastopol. but

it Is hardly thought this will be granted, as the

road would have to pass through the Emperor*
property. It was proposed that electricity should
be substituted for steam as motive power, but

th« Emperor still objected, and the line will
probably ultimately be built more to the eastward,

running from Yalta to SlmieroDoL
The Siberian railway will probably be com-

pleted from Stretensk to the Chinese frontier

within a few months. The Government also hopes

to complete enough of the line around the Lake
of Baikal to enable the boat to make its crossing

twenty miles shorter before the end of the year.

The entire loop, with a length of 290 kilometres, or
nearly 200 miles, will cost about 40.000,000 rubles.

TRADE WITH AFRICA.
A naphtha exporting company has been formed

at Baku to develop trade with Africa. The news-
paper reports stale that it will enjoy a monopoly

in Egypt, and that the Egyptian Bank will par-

ticipate in the enterprise. The Rothschilds and
English capitalists are also Interested. Copper and
graphite have lately been discovered In several
places in the government of Kieff.

The expedition which was sent out to explore the
Northern frail with a view to future railway con-
struction has completed its work and is returning
to St. Petersburg.

The statistical committee estimate* the gTaln crop
of the seventy-two governments for the present
year at 1.C2.000.000 pood, against 1.654.0U0.0U0 last
rear. The wheat crop is estimated at £21,000.000.
compared with 670.000,000 last year. The rye crop
shows a gain from 1.383.000.000 to 1.407.000.000.

The Railway Tariff Commission, which had been
urged to abolish the preferential rates in favor of
Siberian grain, has decided to make no substantial
change In its policy. The Government will en-
deavor to develop the export trade by rail to Arch-
angel and by water to London. It Is estimated
that grain can be landed in England from Siberian
points at a total cost of from three to four copecks
a pood. The rail route runs by way of Perm and
¦ottos*

An engineering commission has finished a survey
of the Volga River. ItIs proposed to spend large
sums In the future in improving and regulating
the Volga. A canal is to be cut across the penin-
sula of Apcheron. in the Caspian Sea. for the pur-
pose of shortening the route of oil vessels from
Baku to the Volga by 22 kilometres, which. It is
estimated, will save a considerable sum in freight
curia. The canal will cost about $9,000,000.

The official paper denies that the Government In-
tends to restore the cheap emigrant rates to Si-
beria, which were suspended when the Chinese war
bfcffa.n. until next year, the famine rendering the
presence, of additional population undesirable.

MINERAL, PRODUCTION.

The Metallurgical Congress at Kharkoff estimate*
the capacity of South Russian coal mines next year
at 997.500.000 pood, or 214.000.000 more than in 1900.
the estimate* for the Donetsk district alone being
829.700,000. or 167.000,000 more than in 1900. Local use
and the coke Industry will require £93,000,000, ac-
cording to the estimates. After deducting this
amount and the probable exports, it is estimated
that there will-remain, Ifthe mines should be op-
erated at the highest capacity. 636.000,000 for the do-
mestic market, and the consumers demand 660,-

000.000. There is thus foreseen a deficit of 24.000.000
pood at the best. The actual production during the
year is estimated at only &30.000.000. The commit-
tee noted an increase In the tonnage of minerals
hauled by rail of 270.000.000 pood for the year 1899.
They carried 628.000.000 pood of coal. 228.000.000 of
ore, 63,000000 of fluxing material. 31,000.000 of salt
and 105.000.000 of pig iron and steel. The conlbeds
at Kirtshlnsk are estimated to contain 52,000,000,000
poods and those at Krevorsk 1,000,000.000 poods. The
statistics of production show 462.000.000 poods of
coal, compared with Kl.Coo.ouo in 1838; 129,000.000 of
Iron ores, compared with 181.090.000; 21.000.000 of
mineral salt, compared with 23.300.000; 61.100.000 of
pig iron, compared with BJOMtt, and 100.000 of
finished Iron and steel, compared to 42^600.000. The
principal complaint of the Congress was on account
of the lack of sufficient freight cars to handle the
mineral traffic.

SIBERIAN EXPLORATION.
Professor Markgraf reported the results of his

exploration of the Yenessel and Obi valleys at the
last meeting of the Geographical Society. He used

;gondolas the greater part of the time, and trav-
eled an average of two hundred kilometres a day.
The population of the adjacent country retired
into the interior upon his approach. Professor, Markjpraf declared the most important fact estab-lished by this exploration, which was undertaken
for the Purpose of ascertaining the navigable
streams of Siberia, was the utter disproof of the

| commonly accepted notion that the Siberian plaingrows more and more flat as one approaches thenorthern ocean. He found the exact contrary tobe true, the coast country being quite rugged, andin places almost mountainous. There ar« forests
of leafy trees to the edge of the sea. and ProfessorMarkpraf believes two million boards could easily

: be got out by water every summer. There is ani abundance of fish and excellent grazing for cattleTh>re are no roads, of course. Professor Markgraf
thinks the greatest need of this territory is a rail-way from Archangel to BeresoCC. It would havea length of something over eight hundred milesThere is considerable gossip in university circlesover a recent occurrence there. M. Tugnn-Uara-
nofffky. professor of political economy, who was
forbidden to lecture at the university at the time:of the student riots two years ago. was discoursing. In a private residence upon the Bernstein move-
meet in German Socialism, when police officersappeared and took the names of everybody pres-!ent and then dispersed the assembly

' '
The Ministry of Marine has allotted 803 000 rubles! for work upon the cruiser Borodino during thecoming year This cruiser will have*a displace-. ment of 11,616 tons. . v w

sot LOOKISG FOR IT.
Prom Th« Cleveland Plain Dealer. .

-Thar* Is trouble brewing for you. my reckless
young friend." »•••"Perhaps so. bat I'm not looking; tor the oreweflr-

COLLEGE GIRLS ISM A CALENDAR.
Bryn Mawr. Perm.. Dee. 15 (Special).— Th« students

of the Bryn Mswr college are issuing a college
calendar to help the fund for a students' hall. A
movement w*a started last year to raise $50,000 for
a building that should contain a theatre and large
auditorium, rooms for alumna and class banquets,
committee and clubrooms. and sleeping rooms for
former students vlsltlnr the college. The fund wasbegun with f«.O(M cleared by the festival riven onMaJ[ D/ 'I**. the calendar that 1* now being is-
sued has been illustrated by .artist* of hluh
rank with colored scenes of winter skating MarDay festivities, commencement processions, autumnsports arid tits of the dally fir. of students Itwill t» on ult at most stores.

"

THE OLD GUARD AXXVAL BALL.
There Is only one Old Guard, and the only

Old Guard ball Is that which takes place on
Thursday evening. January M. Great preparations
are now being; made to make thU reception a great
social event of the year For years these gather*
ings have brought together distinguished menprominent In political, military and social cirri**.Several Governors from nearby States, as well asmany prominent military organizations from Bos-
ton. Charleston and New-Haven, and others fromMain* to Texas, will be present.

The demand for boxen surpasses that of any pre-
vious year. Boxes and reserved Mats may be ob-tained at th* armory. Broadway and BVirty-ninth-
s!ii o«T.o«T..at CiptJl ,Jame* F. Wcnman's office. No. 1JOld Slip. No ticket* will be sold, It belnK the In-tention of the officer* and members to mak« the.ball very exclusive*. .;¦¦.-,.

THE SUGGESTION THAT $3,000,000 WORTH OF PC**
ASH 13 IMPORTED LEADS TO VISIONS.

They were unloading potash from a German
tramp steamer down on the East River front, and
as the day was warm the longshoremen stopped
to rest.
. "What do they us* all this potash for?" asked
one of the men, addressing his question to the
crowd in general. "Steamer after steamer comes
into port loaded down with the stuff, to say noth-
ing of the sailing vessels

"

"It's used to fertilize farming land." said one,
who talked as if he knew. "We Import J3.000.000
worth of it every year."

"Where does Itcome from?""They rind itassociated with salt and other form*
Of soda In the mines of Germany. There h.u « been
a few potash mines discovered in tills country, but
not to amount to anything."

"By Jingo, boya. Ibelieve Iknow where we can
find potash to burn." spoke up a young fellow. Of
course, they wanted to know where.

"You know I'm from Ariaona, in the land of the
wonderful West. We've got mile* and miles or
soda plains and soda mountains out there. They

call them alkaline deserts. Besides there are great
salt deposits. Now If potash Is found Alongside
soda and salt the country must be full of It."

The longer they discussed the matter the mow
pleased they grew with th« Idea of becoming pota*a
miners. \u0084

"A good potash mtna is worth as much as a «•*«
mine," said on«. .__

"Think of getting $8,000,000 a year." said anotaer
hopeful, who evidently took It for granted that 11

the mine was discovered It would supply all *¦•

potash needed In the country.
They began to talk about "s;ru& staking' two

of their number to go and hunt for potash. It was
Ilain that the Western man would have to go, out

there was nitw difference of opinion as to woo
should accompany him. .•.¦_¦?•

"You can count me out." finally said a *Blr***
looking chap. "Huntlm? for potash on an s^aaO"
desert la oo dry work for me."

„-.*•.

Others uw ItIn the same light,and the arraa
irents were .early completed when the boss sis***

dor* called them back to work.

THE BUST SEASON AT ITS HEIGHT. WITH HUN-
DREDS OF MEN AND HORSES EMPLOYE!).

Bangor, Me.. Dec. 15 (Special) -Lumbering opera
tkms In the Northern Maine woods are now |n fullprogress, and many of the concern* have already
begun to haul to the landings. The work of ya-d
In* was begun early this year, and befrre .now"came eoroe of the operators had over a million feet
Of iocs ready to be hauled to the streams or brookswhence they will be driven In the aprln*. Thwre Isnow from twenty-four to thirty inches of Bnow |nthe lumbering country. Itcame before the swampswere frosen. and considerable difficulty !¦ experi-
enced In hauling across these swamps, in order tomake them passable the teams are put to haulingsnow into them, which becomes soaked with water
and In two night* freeses so that they can b«crossed with a heavy load.

it-ily the largest concern engaged In lumbaring in Maine this year Is W. H. Cunllffe * 3onof Fort Kent. It is said that this Hrm has five
hundred men In the woods, together with two hun-dred horses, and wUI cut about seven mUllon fe#J

get on without them. The builder of a house
has to pr«y an architect for making believe that
he designed the house, when they both know
that th-i builder designed it himself.

Mr. Platt suggested the lines of this house.
Look at the lines. Should you not know that
they were designed by a man who could teach
the architects how to architect? How simple
they are! How effective! How well adapted to
their purpose!. "How express and admirable!"

Do you see the Jok* in that word "express"?

That shows that the writer of this article is the
same kind of a writer that Mr.Platt is an archi-
tect. One can almost read the processes of Mr.
Platt's artistic and practical mind In the lines
of this picture. Ah! this is not an ordinary

suburban house, not the cheap Queen Anne or
Colonial affair which an ordinary architect
would have made ifhe had been left to himself.

"First." one can Imagine Mr. Platt saying to
himself, "Iwillnot build a skyscraper. The sky-
scraper is an artistic

—
or, rather, an Inartistic

—
anomaly, designed by grasping greed [a fine
phrase] to get the last possible bit of value out
of the least possible bit of land. The Palace of
Versailles is only two stories high, more or less,
and a quarter of a mile long. Myhouse shall be
two stories high and as long as the money holds
out.

"And now as to the lines," one can almost hear
Mr. Platt thinking. "I will have the lines
straight. Strength is expressed in straight lines,
beauty in curved lines. Strength inspires more
public confidence than beauty, and, besides. It
has a kind of beauty of Its own. And the angles
shall be right,and so shall everything about the
house. The windows shall be at equal intervals,
for 'order is Heaven's first law,' and they shall
be rectangular, except for a slight arch at the
top of each, and there shall come the curve and
the pure beauty. And another clever thought I
haye

—
the roof shall be sloping on each side,

and thus the water shall run oft in summer and
the snow shall slide off in winter, and so shall 1
gain another half story at small expense."

But the master builder (that Is what "archi-
tect" means in Greek) gave his thought to de-
tails as well. Look at that veranda all along
the front of the house, with the doors at equal
distances, for order is still Heaven's first law
Does it not remind you of the picture* that you
used to see of Brigham Young's house In Salt
Lake City? But it is more ingenious, for nowcomes the master stroke. How many adver-
tisements of suburban houses have you seen
which told of lawns In front and fruit trees'
What is the use of fruit trees when you can
buy California fruit for less than the coat of
chemicals to kill caterpillars? And what doesa lawn prove to be but a mushy place to walkover to get to the road and the car when it
rains? And 10 Mr. Platt selected his lot and
built hi*house so that the cars could come right
up to the veranda, as the picture shows.

Now. the trouble with the veranda on theaverage suburban house is that the roof of itkeeps the sunlight out of the dining room. Butsee how the roof over Mr. Plan's veranda laJust wide enough to protect from the rain any-
body who Is taking the cars. and narrow enough
to let the sunshine Into the first story windows.
You ran see where the shadow falls In thepicture. And notice that you can take the ele-
vated train from the back second story windows
Just us easily as you can take the surface cars
from the first floor front. There seems to be apipe or something sticking out of the front ofthe building and extending across the railway
track. The present writer does not know whatit i*. but it looks useful. There la no kind of
doubt that Mr. Platfa building- willmark an era
In suburban house*. ¦ .

Both of our 98tabl lohments will b«

open evoningß until Christmas.

Everything for housekeeping. Sub-

stantial Christmas presents.

COWPERTHWAIT * SONS,

Park Row and 121at St. and

Chatham Square. 3d Aye.
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