
CHOATE AND LANSDOWXE CONFER
ABOUT CONFLICT OF INSTRUCTIONS.

Practical reformers not in politics make no

ftmcealment of the fact that philanthropy and
municipal socialism have failed to relieve the

congested centres of London's population, and

that the underground electric transit offers the
only practical solution of the housing problem

by keeping the millions in the suburbs In touch
with their work. The London County Council
l^n^t attempted to grapple with the transit
problem, but has left private companies free to

tiun-ow fl<*P -n the cl»>' strata underlying the
metropolis The Paris Municipal Council. in

constructing a similar system as a public work.

h« cheapened the process by borrowing the

Bcaey required at low rates. The London

County Council might have accomplished the

nR
* result, and the facilities for economic

financing were more important here than In

Park, for deep level tunnels are more expensive

thsn tunnels close to the surface, and viaducts
,jsa open cuttings are Impracticable in London.

There ere signs that the money required for car-
iytej out the numerous underground transit

ethanes is raised withdifficulty,and that seme of

the best London undertakings willbe kept back
on this account. The Metropolitan and District

mliwavs are finding Itdifficult to obtain en suit-

able terms the capital needed for the substitut-
ing of electric power for steam on the old un-

derground Fystem. and the report of the London
ma Globe Finance Corporation, which has been

flnanclnr the Baker Street and Waterloo Rail-
way, shows that the unfinished line needs large

reserves of capital. Rumors are current that
the Terkes Fyndicate has been approached with
proposals for the purchase of the Waterloo and

Baker Street concession and the completion of
the line In connection with the Charing Cross

arfl Hampetead enterprise, but these reports

are premature. There are a good many electric
undertakings which the syndicate of Chicago

capital'ste can nave, but not on their own terms.

The underground electrics may become good in-
vestments if the Central London in Its first
annual exhibit shows a full margin of profit

and no serious depreciation of the plant and
rolling stock in consequence of the immense

traffic, but investors are not sure of their
granad. The cost of all these enterprises would

hive b»n greatly reduced if there had been a

cooDrehensive transit scheme, and if the Lon-
4aa County Council had undertaken the work
with the crefilt of the metropolitan government
behind It.

It has been wisely decided not to hold the
Thanksgiving service at St. Paul's Cathedral on

the return of Lord Robetts from South Africa
unless both TV Wet and Delarey BkaUM happen

to be crushed In the mean while. Such a ser-
vice would, of course, be distinctly out of place.

By this new arrangement there will, unfortu-
nately, be no opportunity for the magnificent

tribute which London Is so anxious to pay the
Field Marshal, but when the war is actually at

en end there willbe a far better occasion for a

great popular demonstration in his honor.

PROPERTY OF THE NATIONAL ASPHALT

COMPANY SEIZED BY THE GOV-

ERNMENT—A REVOLUTION

REPORTED.

A cable message was received yesterday at the

office of the National Asphalt Company, No. 11
Broadway, from its agent In Venezuela, which

announced that a revolution had broken out in
that country. No details were contained in the
message.

The revolution, it Is said, Is probably the out-

come of an attempt on the part of the President

and Cabinet of Venezuela to deprive American
corporations of their property and rights.

The National Asphalt Company will be one of
the principal sufferers from this. The company

owns large concessions and mining titles in the
State of Bermudez, Venezuela. The company

has been in actual possession of the Bermudez
asphalt lake for twelve years, and In this time

It has founded tho village of Guanaco, and
erected buildings, shops and a railroad.

Several attempts have been made by the Gov-

ernment of Venezuela to cancel the company's
concessions, but these attempts have always

failed.
At 4 o'clock on December 13 President Castro

personally told United States Minister Loomla
at Caracas, that two Government commissions
had proved the company's right to its property.

At 6 o'clock on the same day It is alleged the

President seized the entire property and divided
it among others.

General Avery D. Andrews, vice-president of

the company, has appealed to the United States

Government for assistance. In a letter to the

shareholders he says:

The financial interests represented In this matter
are so great that we feel justified in asking prompt
and positive action upon the part of the United
States Government. Every legal remedy has been
exhausted, and a failure to intervene will result in

great loss to the company.
Itmust be borne in mind at all times that the

Venezuelan Government has taken our entire prop-
erty and that the Issue is a clean cut one between
a responsible American company and the Vene-

zuelan Government.

COMPLAINS OF VENEZUELA

TO BOOM X0CANDIDATE.

ANTI-TAMMANY DEMOCRATS EXPECT

TO HAVE FORTY THOUSAND ON

THEIR LISTS
—

CALL FOR A

MASS MEETING TO BE

ISSUED SOON.

The work of organizing the anti-Tammany

Democratic forces in New-York is moving

quietly, but in a most satisfactory way. Ex-

Senator Hill 13 advising the Democrats who

are the leaders in this moiement, although

he Intends to take no active part in the
work of organization or in the municipal cam-
paign. The men who are promoting the or-
ganization assert that they are committed
to no candidate, and that the organization is
strictly in the line of good government. They

add that it Is too early to predict what policy

willbe followed in the coming municipal cam-
paign. Whether they will nominate an inde-
pendent candidate or join hands with other
anti-Tammany organizations remains to be
seen. Just at present a great deal of money is
being subscribed to the cause. Many of the

men behind the movement are rich, and in-
clined to be liberal. The practical politicians

who have charge of the movement are such ex-
perienced men as John C. Sheehan. ex-Senator
Cantor. Henry D. Purroy. William F. Sheehan,
Hugh J. Grant. John D. Crimmlns and others.
The organization of district clubs i3 already

under way, and in due time these district or-
ganizations will be merged into one under con-
trol of a central governing body. A call for
a mass meeting will be issued within a short
time, and at this mass meeting steps will be
taken to cement the formation of a permanent
anti-Tammany organization in thia city.

"Within forty days after our mass meeting
we expected to have an enrolled membership
of 4<»,000," said one of the prominent leaders
of the movement yesterday. "This enrolment
will he our General Committee. That is the
biggest General Committee any organization
ever had. It willbe made up not only of anti-
Tammany Democrats, but also of men who have
heretofore affiliated with Tammany. We expect
to draw a good part of our strength from within
Tammany. In the mean time there are a half
dozen political organizations like the O'Brien
Democrats, the Single Taxers and co on who are
ready to come in with us at the right time.
They are doina: good warn in organizing and
keeping the people stirred up."FIRE TRUCKS HIT BY CARS.

The British regular army ha* not enough

troops to replace those temporarily lent to itby

th<> auxiliary forces and the colonies, and the
Queen has been obliged to ask the militia,yeo-

manry, volunteers and the Colonial troops to

continue their efforts in South Africa. The War

Office is being requested to let the public know
something about the distribution of the 200,000
soldiers now engaged there. At present the
country is absolutely in the dark as regards this
matter.

The campaign on behalf of England* trad* is
being actively continued by "Th* Express" and

'The Malt."

THEY PASS THE HALL OF RECORDS
STOCK ISSUE FOR $2,250,000.

The members of the Board of Aldermen re-

ceived a letter from the law firm of Phllbin,

Beekman & Menken, of No. 11l Broadway, yes-
terday, informing them that a sufficient number
would be served with mandamus proceedings to
compel them to pass the resolution for the Issu-
ing of $2,250,000 corporate stock of the city for
the purpose of erecting the new Hall of Rec-

ords. Soon after the letters were received a

sufficient number were served with the man-
damus to make the order enactive. The letter
calls attention to the fact that further delay

would entail an expense of $530,000 to the city

for work on the building, and that the city at
present was losing about $250,000 a year for in-

terest on bonds and rent it Is compelled to pay

for the offices which willbe inthe new building.

The writ of mandamus was read at the meeting

of the Board In the afternoon. Later the mo-
tion to issue the bonds was carried.

Alderman Muh Introduced a resolution provid-
ing for a Joint committee of the Council and tbe
Boaid of Aldermen properly to celebrate the ad-
vent of the twentieth century. It was adopted.

The question of an appropriation of J."»,000 for

the purpose was referred to the Finance Com-
mittee. President Woods appointed tbe follow-
ing committee to ae£: Uderuj n lloberj Muh

Frank Gass, Fr&r.eis J. .Byrne. Joseph oatman,

Joseph Geiser, John J. Vaughan, jr.,and James
E. Gaffney.

Mayor Van Wyck sent to the Board his reso-
lution granting holidays to city employes en
December 24 and December 31.

Alderman Downing offered a resolution com-
pelling all street cars in Brooklyn to stop in the
centre of all blocks more than three hundred
feet in length, the Idea being to prevent cars
from running at too great a speed. The resolu-
tion was referred to the Committee on High-
ways.

President Guggenheimer presided at the ses-
sion of the Council in the afternoon. A resolu-
tion was received from the Board of Aldermen
and adopted, asking all street railway lines to

permit letter carriers to ride free. The privi-
lege is now enjoyed by polic?m°n and firemen.

The resolution providing for a New Year's
celebration was introduced by President Gug-

genheimer. and unanimously adopted. A second
resolution by the President, asking the Board cf

Estimate to appropriate $2,500 for covering the
expenses of the celebration, was adopted.

The Council passed a resolution approving the

authorization by the Board of Estimate of the
issuance of 1902,610 in high school bonds to

provide for the payment for the erection of a
new High School of Commerce. The new school
will be built in Pixty-tifth-st. and Sixty-sixth-

st.. between Amsierdam-ave. and Broadway.
A report from the Committee on Parks lp-

proving a new park in the Fourteenth, Fifteenth
and Seventeenth Wards of Brooklyn, u*ai

passed. It was moved to have a recess until
next Friday at 2 p. m., in order to make up for
the absence of a meeting on Christmas Day.
The motion was approved.

The Municipal Assembly took a recess yes-
terday to be photographed for The Tribune.

COUPE UPSETS A VICTORIA.

"The Ft. James's Gazette" does not conceal Us
amuM-ment over the idea that it is the duty of

the English press to get angry and excited over
fh* process of wrecking the Hay-Pauncefote

Treaty. Itassumes that the Foreign Office will
jealously guard British rifhts under the Clay-

ton-Bulwer Treaty, whatever may be their value,

end obtain a full equivalent for them in any

fre*h aiplomstic bargain. The view taken by

the English press generally is that there must
be no more gratuitous renunciations, but full
equivalents in Alaska or some other quarter for
the rights given up.

DV Jowph Parker's second stroke as a re-
day by day is a remonstrance

patronage nf the racecourse by the heir
Is The throne, by PrKne Ministers and by men
of inflL

Lord Ftrathror.a. a* Lord Rector of Aberdeen
I'niversity, has brought up the subject of a
representative parliament for the Empire, with
a series of Joe*; parliaments for England, Scot-
land, Ireland and Wales. O'Brien and Redmond
*1H be ready to become Imperialists on these
terms. Lord ¦athcona has made a generous
eff^r for Increasing the endowment of the uni-
versity. I. N. F.

THE BLAME LAID UPON A CABLE COM-
PANY, BUT THE BRITISH FOREIGN

OFFICE IS ANXIOUS.

London. Dec. 18.—Mr. Choate, the United

States Ambassador, had a long conference this
afternoon regarding the Chinese situation with
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the
Marquis of Lansdowne. and subsequently Mr.
Henry White, secretary of the United States
Embassy, paid a visit to the Foreign Office. The

-t 6ecrecy is maintained as to the outcoma

of these consultations. What could be learned
from British and American sources varied con-
siderably, the former expressing annoyance and
anxiety, the latter maintaining that nothing

serious was developing.

Some explanation, however, was gathered of
the extraordinary tangle in which the Chinese
negotiations have recently been involved, and
some reconciliation of the contradictory tele-
grams that have emanated from Peking and
various European capitals. It appears that
over a week ago. the Powers came to an agree-

ment to eliminate the word "Irrevocable" from
the Joint note. Then, when ft was believed that
everything bad Deeu settled, objections were
raised, and Great Britain, for the sake of har-
mony, although much against her will, agreed

to reinsert the "irrevocable" clause. In this It
Is believed she was supported by the United
States.

Once more the joint note seemed on the verge
of signature, when a misunderstanding arose In
Peking. This confused the Governments, and
formed the subject of the dispatch from Secre-
tary Hay which Mr. Choate transmitted to the
Marquis of Lansdowne to-day. As the result of
the interview Mr. Choate has sent a long cable
dispatch to Bouetaiy Hay, In which he attrib-
utes the latest misunderstanding to an error In
forwarding instructions, an error which occurred
presumably throuch the cable company, and
which caused Mr. Conger and Sir Ernest Satow,

the British Minister in Peking, to take opposite
views, although tkcfr home Governments per-
fectly agreed. The United States Embassy,
while non-committal, hopes that to-day's con-
ferences will clear up the muddle and bring

about a signing of the joint note In Peking
within a turn days. On the other hand, the Brit-
ish Foreign Office is not quite so hopeful. Offi-
cials there profess to be rather at sea as to
whether the conditions are to be irrevocable or
otherwise. Indications point to the former.

British officials admit that they gave in under
protest and with a distinct reservation that al-
though the d,n,ands are irrevocable, this in no
way renders necessary an enforcement of the
demands by European troops. To such a course
Great Britain cannot and willnot agree. Conse-
quently, compliance with the "irrevocable"
clause willb^ somewhat of a farce on the part

of Great Britain, and this feature of the case

becomes awrs interesting when taken in con-

junction with the statement authoritatively

made here lhat Great Britain and the United

States are in the same boat in the joint note
negotiations.

A Peking dispatch to "The Pall Mall Gazette,"

dated December 17. says:
The situation has not improved by the repre-

sentatives of the Powers having reached an
agreement, as the ¦oops <>f the negotiations is
limited and the effect is neutralized. The allies
have neglected to dose the arsenals and fac-
tories at Bank ¦and Shanghai, and have
failed to check ihe transmission of supplies of
ammunition of the Chinese. Tung Fuh Siang

thus has every opportunity of rallying and
and equipping his army. He has secured the
position af dictator, terrorizes the Empress and
controls all movements of troops. It will be
necessary to give ihe military operations of the
allies a wider area.

DR. r.AKKEItIfAI'S AT PRIX^E OF WALES.UK. CIMVBtJLWD AdAIK TALKS.

VEHICLES CONTAINING SOCIETY WOM-

EN IN COLLISION IN FIFTH AYE.

A ooupC' owned and occupied by Mrs. Billines.

who lives in The Lorraine, No. 2 East Forty-

fifth-st.. and driven by William Sullivan, of No.
l<»0 West Fifty-sixth-st. while being driven
south in Fifth-avo.. yesterday afternoon, at
Kifty-f;fth-st.. struck a victoria owned and oc-
cupied by Mrs. Henry A. <~\ Taylor, of SA S
Bast Seventy-flrst-st., and driven by her coach-
man, John Goodwin. Seated with Qoodwtn «M

a footman. William Pritchani.
The victoria was lifted on its side, and Mrs.

Taylor, Goodwin and Pritchard were thrown to

the pavement. The woman and Pritchard es-

caped injury, bur Goodwin received contusions
of the right ¦boulder. The vehicle was right?d
and Mrs. Taylor was driven to her home. Good-
win refused medical treatment. Mrs. Billings's
coupe was uninjured.

Hook and Ladder Truck No. 21, withquarters

at No. 4.",2 West Thirty-sixth-st., was damaged

late yesterday afternoon, when a southbound
Broadway cable car ran into It at Forty-ninth-

st. and Seventh-aye. The dashboard and sev-

eral windows of the car were smashed, while
the side of the truck was broken.

Michael J. Murphy, the tillerman. was
knocked off the truck. He was picked up half-
unconscious. He had a fractured right hip and

a dislocated .left shoulder. Dr. Hooker, of
Roosevelt Hospital, took him away in an am-
bulance. Policeman Sinnen arrested James Kil-

culen. twenty-six years old, of No. 416 East
Ki^hty-fifth-at.. the gripman of the car.

An exactly similar collision between a car
and a hook and ladder truck took place at al-
most the same time, at Madison-aye. and
Fifty-third-st. Truck No. 2. with quarters at
Flftieth-st. and Lexlngton-ave., was responding
to the same alarm of fire from No. 776 Seventh-
ave., when it crossed Madison-aye. Eight fire-

men were clinging tc the sides, with another at

the tiller, and Joseph Arencau was driving. The
truck was being drawn by three horses at as
rapid speed as they could go.

Thomas Foley, motorman on a southbound
electric car. did not see the truck tillit was al-
most on the tracks. He tried to stop the car.
but could not prevent the collision. The car hit
the truck in the side and overturned it. The
firemen Jumped to save themselves, some of
them rolling over as they fell. Areneau was
thrown to the street and the horses tried to run
away. The firemen prevented them. Fireman
Edward Ryan had a severely bruised wrist, and

Arencau was bruised. They were taken home
after a surgeon had treated them.

The car fender and platform were smash.- 1
and the passengers frightened. The firemen
and BOOM passengers shoved the truck off the
track, relieving a half-hour delay. The truck
will have to lay,up for repairs. Foley was
arrested.

TILLERMEX BADLY HURT AND FlßE-

mi:n thrown off—were going

to the same fire.

LIVESLOST OFF VANCOUVER.

HOY OARROTSD HY 1 r\RTXYHEEL.

HK OBJECTS TO HFIR TO THK THRONE FAVOR-

ING THE RACECOURSE.

London. Dee. IS -The Rev. Dr. Joseph Parker,

pastor of the City Temple, who has assumed for a

week the editorship of "The London Sun," in to-

day's issue of the paper, under the heading "Bet-
ting and Gambling Forecasts." tiltsat the Prince of

and Lord Rost-bery as follows:

Woe to any country In which the heirs to the
throne and Prim.- Ministers favor the racecourse,
at exlftiamong us to-day! Ifprinces* are guilty it
is a poor consolation for u» to rebuke peasant*.

If the Premier can blaspheme he has no riKlit to
rebuke rlt.aldry upon the street. 1 would rather
have an Premier a man of solid character than one
of brilliant mind addl'-ted to habits that may have
the effect of a pestilence upon the rising generation.

MOROCCO PAYS ItkOEMXITT.

TITLES FOR EX'CABIXET UIXISTERS.
London, Dec. 18.-George J. Goschen. who was

First Lord of the Admiralty In the late Cabinet,
was gazetted to-day Viscount Goeehen of Hawks-
hurst, and Sir Matthew White Ridley, who* waa
Home Secretary In the- late Ministry, was gazetted
Viscount Ridley, who Is also Baron Wensleydale.

THE STEAMER ALPHA WRECKED AND

EIGHT OF THE THIRTY-THREE

ON BOARD PERISH.

Vancouver, B C.. Dec. 18.—News of the worst

marine disaster of the season in Britten Columbia
waters was brought here by the steamer Czar
from Union Bay, on the. eaat side of Vancouver
Island. The steamer Alpha, whose unauthorized
trip to Cape Nome last May brought her into
trouble with the Treasury Department at Wash-
ington, was wrecked on a reef near the entrance

to Union Bay. and not a vestige of the steamer

remains.
Her managing owner, captain, purser, two en-

gineers, two seamen and a stowaway were
drowned, and the rest of the t'tlrty-three on board
were saved by the pluck of a member of the ship's

crew, who swam In a raging sea from the wreck
to a lighthouse with a line around his waist.

THE "PITTSBURO LIMITED,"VIA
BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD.

Only IS first class and $8 60 second class. New-
York to Plttsburg vi* this train. Leave. York,
South Ferry 6:LS p. m., and Liberty Street 7 p. m.,
arrive Pittsburg *isa. m. Pullman Buffet Draw-
ing Room Sleeping Cars.- Advt.

A WELL EQUIPPED BREWERY
Jitb an up-to-date clientajre refem to C. H. Evans*

tone. Hudson, New York.-Advt.
The doctor** best prescription for Cold* is

JAYNE"S EXPECTORANT.-AdvU

OOMSTTNDS ex president harribon's VIEWS

ON EXPANSION.

Princeton. N. J.. Dec IS (Special).—Ex-Presi-
dent Cleveland, when interviewed to-day by The

Tribune correspondent relative to the question*
of National Interest which are now being agi-

tated throughout the country, said he did not
wish to cay anything on them, but when asked
if he hid seen i<• address delivered by «x-

President Harrison at Ann Arbor last Friday,

•nd ifhe would comment on It. he raid:
Isaw a liberal synopsis of It in some of the

papers, and regard it ft* the best deliverance yet
made on the subject which he djecusses. It
seems to me that those who desire to acquaint
themselves with the precise question Involved
and what territorial expansion means to our
Republic and what it threatens our people with
cannot possibly be afforded a better means of
enlightenment than ex-President Harrison has
furnished.

Replying to a quefttion relating to the Hay-

Pauncefote Treaty, Mr Cleveland said "Ido
not car* to say anything on that question now.
My views on it were given last epring."

Mr. Cleveland willdeliver the annual addr-as
before the graduating classes of the Pierce Busi-ngs College, of Philadelphia, on Friday of this
week.

THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE LIMITREACHED.
EVANS' ALE and EVANS' STOUT.-Advt.

•ALWAYS ALL WRITE."
The write thins in the right place is a Water-

man Ideal Fountain Pen among your holiday se-
lections. Alldealers, or Waterman's, 127 B'dway.
_A4v»

SPEAKING OF BUK"K SIGNALS.
"The New York Central has. firstly. tho inter-• locking system, euperutliletl to this, secondly, the'

union of the lock and block system (Syke's)."—
j Extract from an address of Mr. John I' Donne.

the English expert on block signals, before the1 American Society of CivilEngineers. -A

AMERICAN CLAIMON ACCOUNT OP THE BUCHTIM

MURDEK SETTLED.

Washington, Dec. IS.—A message from. Consul-

Gener-ii Gummere .it Tangier Informs the Suit*
Department that the Moorish Government has net-
tled th© claim of the United States for $3,000 In-
demnity on account of the murder of Marcus
Kza^uin. a naturalized American citizen. In Morocco
last spring.

Attorney-Genera! Ciriggs was tistened to with
marked attention by every member of the Court

and was frequently interrupted by some of them
i with sharp questions. He spoke only about an
j hour this afternoon, and willconsume the entire
Isession of the Court to-morrow in concluding

ihis argument. He will be followed on Thurs-
iday by Charles H. Aldrich. of Chicago, formerly

| Solicitor-General of the United States, who will

Iclose the case for the appellants. Mr. Aldrich
Ihas leas than an hour M a half of the time
:allotted by Chief Justice Fuller to that side of

INSTRUCTIONS FROM MESSRS. PLATT

AND ODELL TO DISTRICT LEADERS

-•DOWN TAMMANY!"THE CRY

-CONFERENCES TO-DAY.

Senator Platt and Governor-elect Odell recent-
ly have told the Assembly district leaders in this
city to refrain from booming any particular
candidate for the Mayoralty nomination, as the
situation demanded a union candidate next fall,

and that in no circumstances must there be a
repetition of 1807. The disastrous consequences

of that campaign have apparently made a last-
ing impression. The keynote at all of the din-
ners of the district associations, which are now
being held so frequently, is "Down Tammany!"

and little is said about candidates. On more
than one occasion recently Senator Platt has
assured his friends that the Republican or-
ganization would do all that could be asked in
the way of uniting upon a strong candidate,

and that he would personally be willingto sup-

port a Sound Money Democrat if it should seem
to be necessary.

Governor-elect Odell and State Chairman
George W. Dunn are expected at State head-
quarters to-day. Mr. Odell, ifhe comes to town

from Newburg, will probably attend the

XXXVthDistrict dinner, under the direction of
Edward Healy. at Martelli's. in One-hundred-
and-twenty-flfth-st.. to-night. He may also at-

tend the Gruber dinrer. in the XXlst District,
at Colonial Hall. One-hundred-and-first-st. and

bus-axe,
Mr. <><leli. Colonel Dunn and ex-Justice

William N. Cohen will probably have a con-
ference to-day to talk over the police bills drawn
by Mr. Cohen. Mr. Odell's friends say that be-
fore the bill is Introduced giving the Governor
power to remove the Police Commissioner m
this city without charges, he wants to satisfy

himself that it is constitutional. There is no
doubt in the minds of the leaders that Governor
Odell will sign ¦the "organization" police bill,
whether its features exactly coincide with his
views or not, because of his alleged conviction
that something must be don*' toward reorganiz-
ing the Police Department in this city. At u-e
same time, be wants a bill as nearly unobjec-

tionable as possible.

A POSSIBILITY THAT THE COURTS DE-

CISION MAT NOT TOUCH THE

VITAL POINT-THE ARGU-
MENTS CONTINUED.

[BYTZUGSAPB TO TBITftlßF.fß.)
Washington, Dec. IS.—ltis possible that, aftei

all the excitement over the cases now on trial
In the Supreme Court of the United States to

test the doctrine that "the Constitution follow*
the flag," the vital issue may not be touched
at all by the Court in making Its decision. At-
torney-General Grigs* to-day, in his masterly
presentation of the case for the Government,
plainly pointed the way for the Court to escape
the responsibility of deciding the momentous
questions involved. IfIt so desires. The Attor-
ney-General did this by dwelling strongly on

two important points. One was that In to*

Goetze case the record did notshow that Goetze
Is a citizen of the United State or that the
merchandise on which he paid tariff duties at
New-York had not been brought from Mexico
or some other alien country to the United States
by way of Porto Rico, and that in the Penka
case the record did not show that the diamond
rings seized by the customs officers at Chicago
and forfeited by order of the Court as smuggled
goods were not first smuggled into the Philip-
pines from China or some other alien country.

The other point was dwelt upon by Attorney-
General Griggs with even greater emphasis, and
may possibly entirely divert the issue to a con-
struction of the tariff law of 1397. without refer-
ence to or bearing upon the constitutional ques-
tion involved. As stated by the Attorney-Gen-
eral the point Is this:

First—That the tariff act of 1897 was Intended
by Congress to classify as foreign all countries
not a part of or belonging to the United States
at the time of its passage, and the subsequent

cession of the Spanish islands to the United
States did not operate to admit Imports from
those Islands free of duty under that law.

Second
—

the tariff act so construed and
enforced violates no constitutional rule of uni-
formity.

THE ISSUE SQUARELY PACED.

At the same time it should be understood
that the Attorney-General has not in his pres-
entation of the case for the Government dodged

or attempted to avoid the great constitutional
issue. On the contrary. h~ has faced Itboldly

and squarely. He takes ti broad ground that
in dealing with the islands ceded by Spain as

; "out."••ing territory belonging to the United
States" the Government has not transcended

.its constitutional limitations or powers: that
within the meaning of the tariff act Porto
Rico and the Philippines are to be regarded as
foreign countries, belonging to but not forming

!in a domestic sense a part of the United States.
|Continuing along this line of reasoning. At-
: torney-General Griggs maintains that ItIs "with-
j inthe constitutional province of the treaty mak-
Iing power (the President and .the Senate) to ac-
:cept the cession of foreign territory upon such
, terms, conditions and limitations as to its in-
I ternal status as may best subserve the interests

!of the United States, and it is not necessary
! to invest such territory with the full status
of an integral part of the Union: that this

1
is one of the ordinary and necessary sov-

j ereign powers of an- independent nation, and
j nothing in the Federal Constitution or in the
\ fundamental principles that underlie the Re-
;public denies to the Nation a right to take full

exercise of this usual and common sovereign

right; that the treaty making power (the Presi-
!dent and the Senate), as evidenced by the lan-

guage of the Treaty of Paris, did not intend to
make Porto Rico and the Philippine Islands in-
tegral parts of the United States, but intended In

: several particulars to reserve their final status
i for adjustment by Congress, at the same time

making peculiar and special differential pro-

:visions for variations and exceptions in customs
and port regulations as to Spain and Spanish

goods and subjects which are inconsistent with

the intention that the ceded countries became
:upon the ratification of the treaty a part of the

iUnited States in all respects and in the fullest
sense.

"FOREIGN COUNTRIES" AND THE TARIFF.

The Government contends that th> term "for-
eign countries" in the Tariff act of ISO7is to be

!regarded as having bern understood by Con-
'< gress to be subject to the rule of interpretation

of the phrase given by the Supreme Court in
another case touching upon this principle, where
it was held that under our revenue laws every

iport ir regarded as a foreign one until ex-

j pressly established as domestic under the au-

!thority and control of the statutes of the United
!States; that the clause of the Constitution which

declares that duties, imposts and excises shall
be uniform throughout the United States does

Inot apply to nor govern these cases, because

the term "United States'* as there used means

Ionly the territory comprised within the several
| States of the Union, and was intended only for

their benefit and protection, and not for the
benefit or protection of outside territory belong-

ing to the Nation; that in the latter sense duties

on imports from these islands are uniform
throjghout the United States^ because they are
uniformly imposed at every port in the United

:States. so that there is no preference given to

i the ports of one State over those if another,

j nor is any inequality between the several States

Icreated.

THE GOVERNMENTS CONTENTION.

Continuing, the Attorney-General said:

The Government contends, therefore, that In
j vie v of the fan that tariff laws are in rem.
i there is no principle of justice, much less of
:constitutional restriction, which forbids Con-
j gress from taxing in this way the merchandise
Iof outlying possessions of the United States
'¦ when brought into the ports of the Union; that
;the limitations of the Constitution as to cus-• torn* etc., were intended to secure equality be-

twven the States in the geographical sense, aa-i
Inot to forbid Congress from exercising the'
ordinary sovereign power of taxation as to the

:products of other sections of country not In-
cluded within the geographical boundaries cf the

• States: for which we rely upon the opinion of
i this court in Know** (ft Moore as decisive and

conclusive.
IT PASSKS OVER HIS NECK. ASP CAUBBB

ALMOST INHTANT DEATH.

An unknown boy, who was later identified
as Enrico Robal, six yearn old. of Na 8M
East One-hundred and-seventh-st., while areas-
Ing One-hundred-and-elghth-st. at IMuuafl IM
yesterday afternoon ran Into a dirt cart driven
by William Toon-., thirty-three years old. «>f
N'>. HJ Baal One-hundred-and-third-st.. and

was knocked down.
Before Toone could stop his horses the rear

wheel of the cart had passed over Robal's neck,
breaking- It. Anambulance was summoned from
Harlem Hospital, but before the boy could be
taken there he died. Toone was locked up
In the East One-hundred-and-fourth-st. station.LIQUID MKI/ODV,

received with favor tvcrywhtce-Evani 1 Ale.—Advt.
—.¦ i »

In a proper temperature Ballantine's India Pale
Al« Is always brilliant. In any temperature Itis
the beat ale than caa be bad.— Advt_

Up-end a bottle of HalUntlne's India Pale Ale.
Not an atom of Mdlment; not a suspicion oX cloud.

.Y.M.
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rnNSriTCTION ANDFLAG

GOVERNMENTS SIDE PRE-

SENTED BY MR. GRIGGS.

THE NEW-YORK CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, TAKEN AT THE CITY HaLL YESTERDAY.

BIG ENROLLED MEMBERSHIP.MANDAMUS FOR ALDERMEN.TANGLEOVER CHINA NOTE.

'
T«KIC1« SYNDICATE MAT BE OFFERED

MORE CONCESSIONS— ENGLAND WILL,

WANT AFULL EQUIVALENTFOR

ANT RIGHTS GIVEN UP.

fCoi»Trie*t: JWO: Fr Th* ICew-Tork Tribunal
fl>.T CABLE TO TH*TKISrVC.]

London. Dec 19. <$ *• Lord Salisbury ren-

dered an Indirect tribute to Earl Rosebery yes-

terday by bringing up the housing question at

the Conservative conference at the Whitehall

rocsas. He grew eloquent In advocating the re-
BOusJng of the masses as the most urgent of all
the issues of soda] reform, and he took the

precaution of referring toan old time speech of

lf on the subject, probably as proof that he
,-a* not a recent convert to the cause revived
hv Rosebery.

v-LX....x°-io.7:vr.

I4RD SALISBURY ON THE REHOUSING
OF THE MASSES.

LATEST LONDON COMMENT.


