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Each month during that time, with few excep-

tions railroad earnings have shown Kalna over

the correapondlng month in the previous year,

and current reports of Inability to secur* freight
cars sugirest that still greater Increase may fol-

. Mvery of rollingstork recently purchased

and now being sough- Another factor In the

situation is the ease of money and th* dlffleulty

of securing investments that will pay tn« large

returns formerly prevailing. Hl^h prte#4 atocks

have taken the rank of bonds and practically

passed out of the market, making a b*tt r de-

mand for cheaper shares on which Interest pay-

ments have been considered low. Consolidation
of great Interest* has cheapened operating ex-

penses, and rumors of further deals stimulate

buying of certain properties

While standard railway stocks show such a

marvellous appreciation In value, the Investing

public discriminates against industrial securities

to a marked degree. The overeapltalUation of
many manufacturing combination* and com-

plete collapse of their quotations during pre-

vious panics have not failed to teach a lewon.
This is readily seen by a few comparisons with

the top point last year. From September ... 181*0.

to date the sixty railways have gained an aver-
age of $«10 a share, but the ten most active
industrials have declined *14.-.1. and the five

leading gas and traction stocks lost $18 IB each.
Manipulation has been often too apparent in

taooe shares, while erratic dividends and in-

comprehensible reports, or none at all. have pre-

vented the feeling of confidence that is now so

noticeable In regard to the railways.

Nevertheless, there Is serious danger that the

present upward movement of railway prices

may be overdone. History shows with unfailing

regularity that things which go up too fast must

come down. The reaction may be delayed, es-
pecially In view of the unparalleled disburse-

ments at the end of th" year, which will throw
large sums on the market for investment. But
after these purchases have been made it will
require something more than ordinary prosper-

ity to prevent a reaction, provided the fall does

not come before the opening of the new century.

Inveptors In sound railways may be assured of
steady dividends, but speculators on margins

should go slowly, for after a rise of over J*l3
a share In three months it is not unreasonable

to expect breakers aheid. Wall Street is not a
philanthropic institution, and there ip little profit
to insiders In a market that advances indefi-
nitely.

"'Ipray thee, have me excused." is the answer
of the European Powers, great and small, tn ex-

President Kriiper's appeal for aid. Where the
I'nited States could not successfully tread they

do not venture to rush in.

THE DRAMA.

The experiment of having good roads built by

prisoners "taken from the county jail" has ap-

parently proved a success in Oneida County, and
bids fair to be repeated elsewhere in the State.
The Tribune long ago suggested thie method of

road building,and feels a certain gratification in

this proof of the .soundness of its proposal.

serious form. Oaa^aMai hjojlsjmj that tbo Clay-

toa-Bulwer Treaty was an oh*tad«* to the «<ou-
istrnptioa of a purely American canal at Mo-

arajrm. nrh as rrrehients Crant and llayos

had nvommrndpd, first Indulged. in much abnso

of the Taylor Admlnintrat!ou for making the
treaty, aud of tits* Buchanan Administration for
not abrogating it.and then adopted a Joint reso-
lution calling upon tbe rrc*ld«it to take et.«ps

for abrogation. Th»« oxwution of this mandate
was undertaken In the pucceedins administra-
tions by S«vretarlef» Blalne and Frellnsbuyscn.

In the loaf diplomatic controversies that on-

sued the Tnltpd State* did not attempt arbi-
trarily to break the convention, regardless of

Groat Britain's will,but nought to pain British
assent to abrogation or British recognition of

the alleged fact that the treaty had practically
lapsed through violation of Its terms and
through Its own inefficiency for the accom-

plishment of Its objects. Mr. Blalne. in Novem-
her. ISBI. wrliin? to Mr. Ix»well. after pointing

out the unsatisfactory character and effect of
the treaty, stated the United States attitude
toward the canal as follows:

For Belt-protection to her own Interests, the

United States averts, In the first instance, her
right to control the Isthmus transit- And. sec-
ondly, she offers by Mich control that absolute
neutralisation of the canal as respects European

Powers which can !n no other way be cer-
tainly attained and lastingly assured.

And in urjrlujr. ten days later, a modification
'of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, he wrote:

It will ha seen that from the time of its con-
clusion In 15.*i0 until the end of UH Its pro-
visions were thrice made the basis of a proposal |
to arbitrate as to their meaning, that modifica- j
tion and abrogation have been alike contingently j
considered, and that Its vexatious and Imperfect
character has hsca repeatedly recognized on
Ioth .-i.l.

Ml. Freliughuysen was even more outspoken, j

I1I 1 lalitthat repeated British violations of the |
Claytou-Bulwor Treaty had made it, if not ac |
tuaily void, at least voidable at the pleasure of j
the United States. Ho summarized his argu-

ments withCroat Britain a* follows. in a letter j
to Mr. Hall, in July, ISS4: 1

The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was voidable .it
the option of the United States. This, 1 think,

has been demonstrated fully on two grounds.
First, that the consideration of the treaty having

failed. Its object never having been accom-
plished, the United States did not receive that
for which they covenanted: and second, that
Great Britain has persistently violated her
agreement not to colonize the Central American
coast.

The British reply was terse aud positive. Her
Majesty's Government declined to give its as-
sent to abrogation, but regarded the treaty as
still "Intrinsically sound and applicable to the j

present state of affairs." An.l meantime, in :

1881. Groat Britain cot Nicaragua to submit
their controversies to the arbitration of tin*

'
Austrian Kmi^eror. who decided in favor of
Groat Britain and recontlrmed the British
protectorate over Mosqultia.

Such ha* boon, in its salient features, the

story of attempted abrogation. It cannot bo
said that it is on the whole creditable to Amer-
ican diplomatic acumen or to the resolution and ,
consistency of American Governmental policy.

The linai chapter of it has yet to be written; or
is. |K»rhaps, oven now I>eins written. Iiought

to lie passible to make it more creditable to
this oountr> and more consonant with the
policies adopted by this country a quarter ,if a i
century l>eforc the treaty was negotiated, and j
at the same time no less, but actually more. ;
promotlve of lasting peace and friendship be-
tween the two signatory Powers.

There is a genius in Washington, who has a

BTOal notion. He ought to furnish it forthwith
to the statesmen and constitutional expounders,
who are proving that Porto Rico can only l»c

held in a "condition of preparation for State-
hood": that the same is true of the Sandwich
Inlands, and would be of Cuba, if we were to ac-
cept it:and that, because such a notion Is un-
thinkable as to the Philippines, we must get rid
of them at once, at whatever loss and disgrace.

This genius boldly avows his notion over his
own signature. Inpromulgation of another great

dlsccvery, to wit. that "receivable currency Is a
"white race idea, while redeemable currency 1« a
"black race Idea, and the latter must go." His
more important discovery is that "the name of
"this Republic should bechanged from the I'n'tej
"States of America to the Vnited States of the
"Earth." Th* statesmen who are constitutionally
bent on holding Porto Rico in "a condition of.
preparation for Statehood" ought to adopt that
discovery at once.

The end of the century promises to see the
Boer war still dragging Its slow length along,
perhaps with the Tlo«>r8 still rampant in the
Cape Colony.

KNKISEI. QFARTET \\|» }] aUFEB.
.The second afternoon cocctri of the KneiaslQuartet's series was given yesterday afternoon InMendelssohn Has. The programme was on*of t?.»most onserv.-uive that Mr. Kneisel h;i* off«re4 hNew-York this winter, containing nothing bat
milsic quite familiar to every concert -goer. at*4yet possessing a ct-rtain element of freahocaa aritbuoyancy of spirit to which each «f th- three nnra-
brrs contributed something. They *err- llaydn'*
G m;.jor quartet, op. 77. So. 1; Beethoven's violia
sonata dedicated to Kreutzer. and Schumann',
piano quintet. The playing of the quartet kept
this spirit to th*; fore all the afternoon, ami 1*was aided therein by Mr. Kneisel, and by theyoung pianist whom the concert *»rv<><! to bring
for the first time before tlie NVw-Tork public. MrHarold Bauer comes from Paris with liule h«ra!di
ing of trumpets or of pr-Mis aerate; hut, .<k> far a«
could ha jTidged hy his pTtormanoe yeaterday. h^.
seemed to ,how his rijht to stand with the otheryoung men who have come to N-w-Ynrk this sea-
son in rather unusual numbers.

•*oncerted mil-:, in th« ch-imber forms mt\<^ to
reveal only a small part of the pianists art, alVItone of the mwt .lelightful and. In certain wajSi
•liffi..lit part?: but II puts his musicianship to as
hiffh a test as can ho made of U-hU ilrixhof
reeUnff. his Intuit his *en*e of symmetry, bal-
ance and poise; his perception of tonal colorlns.
There are many gre*t»r Brastciam who have not
respon.lK.l f,> thf t«>*t as well as Mr. Bailor .li.l tn
this concert, lie gave no reason for hflieving tivit
he Is an ¦"inp.IHjmj artist, or that his temper-
amen' is of tho Si.rt that can sweep the multltii'le.
into its spell. Neither did he show dazzling po*«n
of technique. But it was an occasion when ih«
display of such gUts and powers would have
wrought only injury to th. rauxl.: tn hand. UN
technique was proved sufficient Tor what was re*-quired of it:and his Hne m and evident sympa-
thy with Mr. KneiscKs ideals were join- wfth tfc.n
master-violinist"* beautiful art to pro.». a satis-
fying1 performance «if the difficult and laa£ttifitfMk

-
sonata, and with the quartet's to make '

fiinasX¦
'

gorgeous outpouring pulsate wit Bf« antf pflesy." ¦

H. must indeed be faulted for playing wtW \{\-
lid of his instrument raised, and allowingit* t.:>n-»

*

sometimes a too great -sonority: but it Rcinjiil tn
be rather an error of judgment than of tt>-
tontion. for Mr. Bauer mad'1 no approach lev
"pounding" nor r., forcing the capacities (if th.-
piano. It was an agrwahle introduction to th*
newcomer, this chamber concert; and while it
raised nn extravagant expectation*. It SUgg**t<d
that he may be able to contrihute mbstanttallj t<i
the musical enjoyment of this overcrowded season.

FOUKlOX.—AmliassadW <"hoate held a con-
ferrnrr. which was riled with great eecreoy.

wtth lh<- Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
over he tangle into which the negotiations In
China have got a long cable message was
afterward f^nt to Secretary Hay. in which the
lat«>Ft imm!iu.!>t;iii.i!ng if attribute* to an
?nor in transmitting Instructions to Peking,
thereby causing the American and Brltlah Min-
isters to take >.|.|...Mt>- views, although their•;..\ .-rnm.-iitfi are apre<>d. r^-^=r Great financial
rilffl<-ultlen nre »«ing met by th»* underground
rapid transit companies in l,..n<loii. and there
nre rumorc, r»eard«»d as premature, that more
<once«sions will»»«• offered to the Y.-rk's Fyndi-
oate. BSSSS Th. genet-Hi view of the Hay-Paunc* I-

fote Treaty difficulty taken l»y th. London press
is thai Great Britain ill insist upon a full
equivalent in Alaska nr fsome other quaiter for
uny concession «he may make.

CONGRF.SS.— Senate In Executive session
Senators Foraker nnd Morgan defended the
Har-P«uricefote Treaty, and five treaties of
minor importance were rat tried; no busineps was
trani-a< ted in or»-n session. House: The
day was devoted m District of Columbia busi-
ness.

DOMESTIC.
—

The President nominated
Charles 8. Francis to be Minister to Greece:
Minister Irishman was transferred from Swit-
zerland to Turkey, and Mlnlstrr Hardy from
Greece t» Switzerland. == Argument on the
Porto Rican and Philippine test cases was con-
tinued in the United Slat. Supreme Court, At-
¦torney-Genera.l Griggs presenting th*»- Govern-
ment's side.

- '.. The court of inquiry appoint-
ed to investigate the Book ?•harge* met at West
Point, where fourteen^f ,^ljftvdHid cadet's ilass-
mat «%^'e testlmrmy. mass iJohn D. Rockefel-
ler has river. W.UJMl.waja to the Cniversity
of Chicago, making nearly *l<tinhiikni in all he
has h**tou-ed on It.es: t-"nrht lives were lost
by the wreck of a vessel HI an.-Oliver Island
In a Btortn un Saturday night, news ..t which
wan received yesterday.

ClTY.—Stocks were generally higher, -r-r—
Hugh MrLauglilln demanded th»» removal of
Chief Deven In return for Kings County's sup-
port to Tammany Hall in the Mayoralty cam-
I'Hign. ass Th. charges again* Oaptaiu Her-Hhy, prepared by ex-Judge Oleott. were tiled
with the Police Roard. District Attorney
Gardiner was busy preparing his answer to
Deputy Attorney-General Hammond, and poli-
ticians expressed the belief thai he would be
i-emoved. ===== It was learned That Senator
IMatt and Abraham .Jrul.er hail resumed their
former friendly relations, i—.Pour new small-
pox cases were discovered, the victim i^ttig a
fireman. <«o women and a child. ¦

'
¦ The

committee of the National Civil Service Reformleague appointed to investipate the condition
«>f the Federal Civil Service Uv\. made Us re-
r°rt.

THE WEATHER— Forecast for to-day: Fair.
The temperature yesterday: Highest. .**.'» de-
irr.**:lowest. '•>• nverape. 'JV\
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It is easy to sympathize with the motlve# of
th".se who desire to change the name of the
village of Fing Sins; to that of the town. Oxsln-
infr. or something; else. They want to *jet rid of
the odious Identification with the State Prison.
But WC cannot see that they would attain that
end by any such means. Whatever new name
the village assumed would inevitably lie ap-
plied to the prison also, and in a short time
Osslning-. or whatever It was. would be as sug-
gestive of convicts, cells and electric chairs as
ever Sinß Ping had been. •If "a rose by any
other name w .ulti smell as sweet,'' M a Jail by
any other name would pound as bad.

It may seem hard upon any State to reduce its
representation in Congress just because It has
not grown as rapidly as some others have. But
unless that la done we shall presently have a
Hous«» of Representatives so numerous as to be
unwieldy.

THE RFi:\H\Rl>T-c«M>F F[.i\ SELVSOX. *

"LA DAME ATX CAMKMAS.
'

The comedian William Warren sometimes told astory of an oil farmer in New-England who«? wife
had been for many years an invalid, and of whoman inquiry was made as to her condition. "Sh*
is sick." he sakl. "and she's heen sick a long tim •

1 wish she'd get well, or—or—or—something." A
kindred aspiration *a prompted by the recurrence
of the consumptive French courtesan. Camilla.
This hectic and calorific female, who has beenlingering at the point of death for about half a
centur>\ solicited the public attention last night.
at the Garden Theatre, and again intimated that
the Erring Sister, however much she may deviate
Into loathsome vice, can still remain capable of
"love." and can -till exemplify, the sublimity of
renunciation. She was impersonated by Sarah
Bernhardt. whose embodiment of her Is measurably
familiar to this community. and who. at
least, makes her. artistically, clean. . There Is
no smell of th? medical di«pen»e..v > about
this performance; the emotion of it. espe-
cially in the colloquy with, that conventional
wooden-headed frump Mr. George Duvnl, is sym-
pathetic and D^rsuaslve; th.' demeanor of it. the
explosive scene with the belligerent Armand, hi
duly agonized and hysterical; and its simulation
of deathbed sufferings Is refined ami pathetic. The
most poetical, womanlike and touching imperson-
ation of hi- part that has been given in America
is that given by Modjeska; but Sarah Bernhardt
is, for all practical purposes, in this embodiment, a
sufficient type of the Gauthier kind of woman.

Many words on this oM and indelicate subject
would be tiresome. It ought, however, to be said
that Marguerite Gauthier is not representative but
exceptional, and, therefore, not Illustrative, and
not pertinent, in any consideration of the
question that is suggested by the play In
which she figure*. The vice of unchastlty vulgar-
ises and degrades Its victims, even when they start
from an average condition of virtue. Most of the
fem.iles who lead vicious lives appear to do so be-
Oaaoi they are. by nature, coarse and low, and be-
cause they prefer evil and like It. The Iail 111111
wop -in. even at the worst of her frailty,may r-

-
•rit«i th. original fibre of a fine character, and may
prove capable of heroism. Nobody doubts that,
and nobody denies that, as to all sinful persons
the great and sacred virtue of charity Imposes a
solemn duty. Put this la. tht-me that ought MMto ha ohtrud»d upon public attention In a theatre

—
where moral platitudes are almost as nasty an 1quite as offensive, as Impure pictures and filthy
"lessons." The time has come when this particular
play of "Camille" should he "quietly Inurned "

It
leads nowhere; it tells nothing; It only s*rrts t..
suggest tODl^s that are better left alone; it tntdsto confuse. In many minds, the perceptions of ri~htand wrong; It Is radically diseased; and the better
it hi acted the more pernicious Itbecomes \\ W

MMX. SEMBRICH'S THIRD KECTEAU
Following Is the list of pieces wnieh Mme. Stm-

Mcl will sirs at the song re.it.il whk-h she will
give at earnest* M.i next Saturday afternoon,
under the auspices of the New-York Woman's AM
to th? Oaavsji Junior Republic:

PART i.

CLASSICAL AIRS ant. SONOS.
"Per la (lorta dTadonrvi" Bcoooncini*

Zln«iir*lla" FSMeM
*V«st men ami" Marl* \nrn:n-»tf»
••FreudvoU un.l Letdvoll" Reethovwt
"I \f-v:,pt From five's Sickness' ruiw.l"Oh! Klravss Mlr.e'

-
OM Encllsh

PART II

GFinMAN LOKDKn.
"Per Matlpr nn.l .l^r Rach" SetoMri
'Er Jcr rierrlh-hsff- yon Allfi" Schnmawi
"Stftarirbra" rj. ;?tnin»«
"D»-s «"Ilo«-k*"nthilrm<>r» T.Vht«»r!»(n" r. Ujew*
"NipmunJ tin '*OcaettaT* C !<••**

PART 111.
-

' INTKRNATIOXAI.n>UDI !
"i'ho f Ho rMIoT .' X»apn[-.fiW.
"Kau f;iILiHinarialen

'
Xorw«irl«Jl"The t'oolirf ].-,..

"t'.il l^n lJt- .. ..', Kr#nch-«l«na.l!an
Das Miih!ra<l" t>: m»n"^plnn«rtle<K.-h«n " •

.:_,,,.,¦.
"'II>UlllkH- "...tVU^k"Kiak *

i ..»...! r.>ii*l>"Dalckaja IbUskaj.V ..I.itVle"Eu»la

Paris is sufferlnß from the inevitable reaction
after its great World's Fair. Philadelphia

DOOMd through months of depression as the se-
quel of its international exhibition. An army of
unemployed >\ere victims of destitution in Chi-
cago in the winter which came after the famous
show of IBM. World's fair bOMM are inevi-
tably followed by a period of comparative stag-

nation and hard times. Crimes of all uorts are
unusually frequent in the say French capital,

and the guardians, of the peace find themselve*
sul>Jc<t to excessive strain and anxiety. N'.-w-
York Is not llKelyto catch the universal exposi-
tion fever in this generation. She can illafford
for many years to make the nations of the

world hfr guest*.

T\ MU 1V 'M IIROOKLYX rn\ Tl\r,RV T.
Referring yesterday to the indignation and

threats of reprisal which the police transfers
had evoked from the Democratic organization
in Kings County, we said that Devery had
considerable reason for assuming that if hi*
order should raise a storm it would soon blow
over, the Mclaughlin machine having in re
cent years l»een accustomed to fall In peace-
fully with Croker's arrangements. We are in-
terested to see in yesterday's "Staais-Zeitimg"

an editorial article of similar import, in which
the successive contributions which the Brook-
lyn Democracy has ingloriously made to the
carrying out of Tammany's sinister purposes
are succinctly described. Our contemporary

remarks that OsMO the consolidation of the
cities the constant fear of losing patronage has
thrown the Kings County Democratic organi-
zation completely into the arms of Tammany,
mi that Its determining influence in the party

for good or evil has repeatedly given evil the
victory. "If now." it continues. "Croker and
"Tammany push MvLaughlln and his a-^<>

"elates aside, and me Brooklyn to till their
"pockets and campaign chest, the Brooklyn or-
ganization will get just what it deserves, and
"we Khali have no pily left for It." On the
other hand, an actual breach would mean much
in the coming fight against Tammany misrule,

but experience makes it necessary to wait and
see whether the Mcl.augh.lin machine Is really
in earnest.

That the caution which the "Stsats-Zeltimg"

thus joins The Tribune In recommending was
advisable was Indicated yesterday, when the
*IK)kcsmen of the Democratic organization in
Kings County evinced un unmistakable dispo-
sition to revise their vindictive utterances of
the day liefore. For a few hours it looked to

uninstructed observers as If they had burned
their bridges behind them, but the signs now
are that no particular harm was done to those
•structure* after all. and that the regular traffic
will soon be resumed. There will probably l>c
Mime readjustment of rates, but it Is at least
much too soon to conclude that Tammany will
have to fight for it*life next year without the
aid of its most Important ally

PERSO\ \L.

CA?T OP "LA DAME Atx CAMELJAS •
Marftwrtte fiauttiler Mm* **« -rasa.o,Ceonf* Duval .....' ar*wB*:nhar,lt
Arman.i Imval .....^."^y.'.V.V.V.M(-omV",ieGtra y;.".v::;;.v.v:."v;.v;;".'".' «££
si tl*u.Wn« -"•.•.•.•.M.s.-hiT^
.?u-tav. .::::::::::::::::::•¦...'.'.¦.¦.¦.¦.¦:.

"•
Ay",oham^

i*Desa^sTt'fi'i^ I.'.V.'.'.V.V.V.V.'.V.V.'V.V.V.V. % T-^nyn
vIn Oomratiaue \ v sirtSir

In«Vmml.s«lonalre S' ?*J?T.
oiymp* :::::::::::V

XwP"i'l«-no« ....Mm" pat-v

itsthst Mm*. Simon!;,n
-*«»»!" Mm- !•.„,.IA«M- Mm Solters

It has •»> far Seer; found ImposKihlc to secure
any attraction to M.I the time ho».k>*d fnr Mis*
Annie Russell In Philadelphia. Boaton, Chicago.
Cincinnati and st Louis, || it can N> done. Miss
Russell will remain at the Lyceum Theatre with

•

A Royal Family" all through th- season.

•

E.IWlllard. who is to follow Sarah Rerabarttt
ami M. Coquelln at th* Garden Theatre. ln»s:nnlns
on Pi> •¦mf-er 21. will devote ri,. tlrst w-p*-k oC his
engagement to "David Carriok." with the excep-
tion of th»» mattntM on New TtaVa Day an.l Satur-
day, when h» will appear for th* only times in
this ssjsjassjssjMM i) "Th* ProfewJHv'a Love Story."

AO77:s Or" TUF. STAGE.

.4 FALSE PARALLEL.

The -Porto Rlcau legislation Is in court, but
the critics of expansion promise that they will
by no menus cease their fight if the constitu-
tionality of the .Wmlnlstratiou'R policy is af-
firmed. They willhare to cease attacking that
policy M a usurpation and violation of the
fundamental law, but they will make their
appeal in behalf of abstract human rights and
liberties, and strive to convince the American
people that stuli a law as that setting up a

government for Porto Rico is wrong even if it
is constitutional. They take the position with
ex-President Harrison that though the taxa-

tion of Porto Rico by Congress Is not op-
pressive. It is nevertheless M much an unjust-

ifiable piece of tyranny as the taxation of the
American Colonies by <;teat Britain.

A recent dispatch to "The New-York Evening
Post" describing the Porto Rican Legislature

throws considerable light on the validity of this
parallel. The correspondent points out that not
one of the thirty-live members of the House had
ever yeen. legislative body In session, that not
a man had the slightest idea of any sort of
parliamentary procedure, that civil government

InPorto Rico wan an experiment, and that the
people had never before had any voice in their
own government. The American Colonies, on
the other hand, had governments long estab-
lished and fully competent to perform all the
functions which the British Ministry attempted
to usurp. Edmund Burke In his defence of
America laid great stress on these settled gov-
ernments, founded on the principles of the
British constitution. If they had not existed,

and America had been an unorganized territory
Inhabited, bj^eople with no facilities of their
own for kiwuiakiug. there would and could have
been no question of the right and even the duty
of the sovereign to perform that function for
then. dlr^eYlyv That was precisely the situation
in Porto Uico.. Ithas not generally been the sit-
uation in other Territories of the United States
|>eopled as they were from the first exercise of;

American authority by men trained to self-gov-
ernment, but in the case of Orleans and of Flor-
ida Congress did take upon Itself the function
of governing directly and through Federal ap-
pointees without representation or recognition
of constitutional guarantees. And even over
purely American Territories the Congress, in
which those Territories had no vote, has al-
ways exercised .he power of direct legislation
concerning local affairs.

InPorto Rico there was nobody to levy taxes
or make laws. Congress merely performed its
duty as the local legislature for Porto Rico, just
as Itsometimes performs the same duty in levy-
ing taxes and making laws for the District of
Columbia. For local needs, and not for Federal
purposes. Itundertook to raise money in the way
it was thought most convenient for the. island,
considering its condition and the distribution of
its wealth. Nobody now pretends that as a
practical scheme of local taxation it has not
worked well and been less burdensome than
any land tax or other impost. What, then, was
there tyrannical about it? What parallel does
it offer to the stamp lax? Porto Rico had to he
governed, and there was only one l»odv in exist-
ence withpower to govern it.ami the cry '"Tax-
ation without representation" raised against its
acts is a meaningless phrase which might just
as well be shouted about every

,
,(V, (V whoseaffairs Inits infancy and incompetence are regu-

lated by laws about which ithas nothing to *ay
At the same time that Confess took action as

the local legislature of Porto Rico Italso set up
a local representative government to relieve itof that duty as soon as possible That is the
government which "The Evening Posts" eorre-sjK»ndent describes as of doubtful competence
It naturally would bo. Inexperience In self!government is 00 discredit to those who havenever enjoyed it. But If the Porto Rlcaus areno, yet prepared for the measure ofself-goveru
ment we have give,, ,he, .where is the tvruinvInnot having given them more? Where is

".wrong innot having turned ,hem loose without
air, order and provide them with revenue orheir imperative , c.,, need* till they were Holeto attend to these thi,,^ for themselves' TheA.nen.an Revolllti<(I1 would never fcaVo | n

izZT""""-S -'"-rr^

"The Giddy Tturooa.** the; new review, is an-
nounced for pro.li,. next Monday night at the
New-York Theatrr. The cast includes Mlas UaCJ
Yohd. Miss .Mi-! Fenton. Mis* .\m.. Samm-'r-
vllle. MI.IB Mamie Uilroy, Mlaa V#r:» Morris. M!.«
Aft.llie Claire. l.nul* Harrison
WillUm OOHld. Frank Doan*. Cirifton P-Ak>r.fh^rios Prince Pat Kooney. Jojcph Harrington
and John Mayon.

to be GOYERSOR ODFI.L'S AIDS.
Xewburi?. V V.. Dec. 13.—Oovernnr-eleot Odell

announced the following appointments this even-
ing:

Governor's personal aid*-William I.ittauer. of
GloversvlUe, with rank of captain: Charts* H
Sherill, of New-York, with rank of captain: t»eorge
K. Roth, of Rochester, with rank of captain; Ed-
ward S. Fowler, of Brooklyn, with rank of lieuten-
ant-colonel.

Governor* military aid»— Captain Charles Henry
Ross, Sth Regiment. New -York City: Captain John
J. Byrne, 9th Regiment. Xew-York City: Major
Charles O. Davit*. 13th Regiment Brooklyn: Captain
Charles I. Dtßmlsi. Troop c. Brooklyn- FirstLieutenant Chauncey Mat lock. 3d Battery Captain
Seymour Pentield White. (C.th Regiment Huff ,|!I
Captain A. K. Mclntyre. 24th Separate 'Company'
Middletown: First Lieutenant W. Leland ThomiV-"son 12th Sep irate Company. Troy; Captain I T
Sadler. 30th Separate Company, Elmlra- Naval Millitla. Lieutenant-Commander Alfred Brooks FlyNew-York City. J'

The slim figure, kindly.Intelligent face and flut-
tering white locks of the late Dr. Cyrus A. ftartol.
of Boston, gave rise to the affectionate, half banter-
ing characterization of him as a "moth eaten
angel." Me waa also described as a ""reverent

radical, an acute and wayward conservative, stand-
ing aloof with his Church from all aorlaaiaslll alentanglements," and "by the flag of Individual
freedom inreligion."

On the ground that Slxto I.op. of Manila, is an
enemy to this country and a native of a naticn
which Is at war with the United States, the Uaptlst
ministers of Philadelphia in their weekly con-
ference on Monday refused to allow him to speak
before them.

The Emperor of Germany drinks nothing but
Mexican coffee, and a year's supply Is sent to him
regularly after each harvest from a plantation In
Michoacan.

General Michael J. Bulger, who died the other
day at Dadevllle. Ala., was the oldest Confederate
officer or veteran living:, being one hundred years
of age. He was one of the few surviving members of
the famous secession convention at Montgomery,
and led the light against secession. When defeated
he offered hi* sword and obtained a commission in
the Confederate Army. He was a candidate for
Ooverror of Alabama soon after the Civil War.

HE APPRECIATES THE TRTHr\E.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Icannot (tot along without my dallyTribuneIt Is my political meat and drink, mid is the bestnewspaper In the country. Our Western papers run
to scare heads and all sorts of trivial news in tht»back townships, about which nobody excent thpeople personally concerned cares a whit i»2wmore solirt. enduring comfort in The Trlbun* »h.£Ican extract from all the other new»pape r

* f.^Vcome to my desk. WALTER S. Tllojj¦ w
*'

Troy. Ohio. Dec. U.*$$?' Th Mlaml rnti.-

i,^n»i\> OF ABIJOVATIOX.
On tewual occasion* blibVrto Hm abrogation

of Uk> <'laytou-Iluhvor Treaty ins been sug-
fested. ]; will \,v re.-alled that the treaty was
cpndadcd in ll,e brief AdnUnlstratloa «»f Tresi-
«i#oi Turlor. IMiring the complementary Fill-
lH"ri Aduiinistratiou it he<*aiue evident that
the two panics to the maty differed radically
M to it* ill!.T|.teMtioM. ilie I'uiied States hold-
ing iliiu It should oust <!reat Britain absolutely
from MoMjuitia.Crcytown an.l the Bay IslaaJs.
and <;r<-at Britain holding the contrary^ an.l. in
fact, tetiiiuiug lH.^^e-^^ <,^ of those territories.
Controversy over these difference* arose, wlii.-h
ouliuinatod «Hirly in the Pierce Administration
In <;reat Britain's declining to recognize the
Monroe l>iM'trln< us international law. and in--

ujM.ti her own inien^'-tatiouof the Clay-
luo-Bulncr Treaty. There was then a p«..«l 01l-
J«>r'lli|)t.\ for the lnile.l States to demand ab-
rogation of the treaty, and unrh a course was
actually suggested, imt no action to that cud
•a* lakeu.
Ires i.Jet) Buchanan, however. coujuriug ti|i

again ¦tie spirit of l,j> Osteu.l Manifesto, in his
Mei-Kace or I>eeeui»»er «. TV".?, referred to the
«W»a«lt* senses iv whirh the two countries un-
derstood the treaty, ;<!«l declared that in such
drcsmvtanoe* the wisest course was to abro-
*'?«ie m..;i treaty by mutual consent and to
••eotnniei,

•
anew." The British Government

did not want ih. treaty atirogai.-^l. nor the ques-
tion uf abrogation seriously raiseO. and to pre-
vent, su«h action It—in current collo«quialiKra—
•'put up a magnificent bluff"." It seui fir Will-
iam OJMtftßj to <'ontral America to .tiate
M-ttl.-ni,-Li- of all <-otitroversleK vith Nicaragua
«nd Honduras, and informed the United States
of that fa«t. with expression of 1io( that settle-
ment* fcatl*fartury to this cotinity would be
made; but. it added, if the United States
preferred, It was quite willing and ready hi
?übmit th* divergent interpretation* of the
tivaiy to arbitration or to abrogate the treaty
outright, remarking shrewdly, that sn<h arbitra-
tion would have to be before a European
tribunal, and such abrogation would, of <-ours<\
restore tlie aaaasjg quo ante, with 4;r a, Hritalu
in no«seM*i..ii of the disputed territories. At
this the BerKCTk spirit of Ostend «X.red out ofBuchanan, and he dropped the abrogation pro-
j>o«al. Sir W. Onadej mad* treaties with Hon-
*"»• and N'lcararua, greatly inorea»ilng the
British ,^-mm.lous in Belize Mi, xvlille nomi-nally rvliuqnishins Mo^uitia and the Islands.
«-onflrmlag the British protectorate over themAnd thi^e treatle*. which were overwhelming
In favor of «;r.«. Britain, and which altogether
MataJßM her view of the Clayton Bulwer
Treaty. Buchanan d<vlared to |M. quite (satis-
factory to the United State*.

Tb« subject c,m<
, up Bjain In April. ISSUwhen the Freu. d.-*!cn» upon Panama took

SALARIES IK FEDERAL COI7RTS.
A movement is on foot at Washington to in-

crease the salaries of Federal judges. This ap-
pears to be a reasonable plan. The country ex-
piecta to obtain the services of men of excep-
tional. capacity, culture and experience in the
courts, but the system of compensation is
absurdly penurious, especially for the Justices
whose- duties compel them to make their home*
in cities in which tbe expenses of living are
exceedingly high. Great Britain gives to its
judges salaries many times larger than those,
which are paid to the National bench in the
United Stale*. The State of New-York does
much more for the wearer* of the ermlue than
our general Government is In the habit of doing.

In this district the State Supreme Court Jus-
ices receive «17..V»i» a year and the term Is

fourteen year*. Circuit and District Judges on
the Federal bench are paid less than half as
much in this part of the country for faithful
work. Many brilliant lawyers decline to accept
nominations for the Supreme Court bench in
this Mat*- IM-,i»iiKe their yearly incomes from
their practice ex.-eed J17.500 by a broad margin
and they fee! that In consideration for their
families they cannot agree to don the gowns
although the honor is highly prized. It \h not
equitable or ««ons!derate to ask lawyers of the
foremost rank to take appointment* ah Circuitand District judges in the Federal court* whenthe salaries are not »unVlent to allow them tolive in a manner befitting their Ntntions It is
not treating them fairly to urge them to consentto mi i-crioils MirrlJlees.

A bill which willI*-considered by the UnitedState* Senate next month propones a new scaleof salahe* in tu* Federal courts. Itmake* thesalary of the Chief Justice of the United State*Supreme Court $15,500. and that of each Asso

-The Chinese have no warlike Instincts," 'says
Colonel Webb C. Hayes, who has just returned
from service on the personal staff of General chaf-
fee. '"They are not a nation of warriors, but '.f
they should ever be trained they would make the
finest HoldUra in the world. They do not know
what fear mean*, and they absolutely disregard
death. There arc two thing* they worship— thetr
fathers and the almighty dollnr. You may killa
man over there and no ono think* anything of it
unl*«« the dead man happens to be his father.
They shrug their shoulders and nay. 'There .ire.
Plenty left/ and thnt la all. Th* Chinese are not

Tin: TALK OF THE /)I)

HIGH PRICES FOR STOCKS
Present conditions In Wall Street are withoutprecedent. a« evidenced by the sale ofIStoc

*

-May others a»ca»«4 n.ention. Testerdav th«ale, were IJMM Theß,.^u^^,,^
below the highest record of 1.C03 «20 «haJ. 1

day wlth an av ,.rago fjf W2 Va. .kh.ghe.t po,nt in over e, ghte«n yea,.. T^re IhJ"*r m'r«'« -^c tbo ma,,™™ T;
U!
l;

•fUja i.pa^ed. for a. September 10 of *£.>ear the average ,va (84 7.1 at
The present average !„more than double that

TM. advanc, of ose r MB p«r,.ot InTo^r y^
¦ho*, how bualnea, oo^lt.on, have ?ha££

7-0 MODIFY THE CLAYTOX-BLLWERTREAT?
iMT CA»LE TO the tkiiii-xr.]

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: "The Standard" saya «dttorlallv to-day thatthe British Government would not

•
ntert.nln th*Senate amendments to the Hav-Paun. .#«. -r-

hut would consider *fineVtlen<i t2 i,IT.7reaty

1...n,U,,,. I** lg. SS i-ABROLL BRVCK

COLVUBIAy FOOTBALL VASACER.
Tne Executive Committee of the Columbia I'nl-

yemlty Athletic Association Announced yesterday
mat the regular nomine* \u0084r the committee formanager of the football team of gOl would be W.
B. Shoemaker, the present manager C W o*-
nocT; *

;̂i;iS C" R "•ndrtctaon and F. T
#a^st Int

' " • *«-r»* nominated for the pla«-«
*

Sanuar^ll|lwnaß#r
-

Th* itmiii »i >* «»eM oo

wiv IIVY XEJUt Mi.ninßt:
It was reported \«i,-nla» that Mrs. Cornelius .undertint, who ta no^v vlsltinjtO*ors* W. VarnJ^r- .

MMat Ma country place. BUtmore. near AsWvUlfc
r*. c. will purchase « Lirse tract of land In tha
mountains adjacent for th« purpose of hoßMat

•
handsome country house. The report couM not M
vjrirt^l it. this city yesterday. fnd«r the ra*
own^»h« Ui?ICo^ nn*Uuil Vanderbilt Mrs. VaitUerWlttmhVt an?» .Vhoila

* -t *'i«th-»»#. ,»r.a Fifty-*"**

the DIKE OF SBWVASTUrS VISIT.
The Duke of *******

who arrived In this coun-
try on Monday on the steamship Mlnnehaha. spont
a quiet day .it the Savoy Hotel yesterday. He wa*
with hi» brother. I.ord Francis Hope and Lady
Hope, formerly May Yohe. the actress, for a part
of the ,lay. He received a lew callera and went out
•M a drive. Th^ puke <rti.|

to'alL?,?, \p««a*«r* trip, and that he .li.ln'i car,,
thin c

l
'
?
"i, hls TTl"*f»nents. He aiweta la be in

FlorU'\ J >f '4""
Ul * m"'v - *n«< «hen may co to

MUSIC.
elate Justice $1.1.000. To each Circuit judge
$0,000 Is to be paid, and to the District Judges

$7,r«00 each. Ifthis measure err*at all It is on

the side of economy. Would $20,000 a year We
too much for so lofty a chair kh that of Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of this great

Nation? The best men at the bar of any State
in the Union are not too good or too great for
the Federal bench. To stint judicial salaries is

not a wise policy for so wealthy and prosperous
a people as ours.

'iACArJRMT OK MfSIC—2-«:l*—Mnnte CrUto.
AXURIUAK THEATRE-S—»:!*—The Silver Kin*.
3UJOO—

*
:S»— M«4pr ftmlth.

M&U)*AVTMKATRK- Foxy QuM«\

CRITERION THKATiIK » «•> t> rrf Qurx
I)Al,r? THFATTtR—2:I.V-*3»-The Man of forty.

SSmtt vift » Th»" W'orKl in \V«»
¦CPiR>

' 'vP<l

<;raM< UPKHA IIOISB—2-*—Th*Hl«h»a>in«n.

gSJSSS^c^l^r^rJ^^-^rt^a.
inmOHU-K THEATnB-K-H**Orol* W-mi.
KBlTH"!*—ro?itlruou» I>rf.^n>*nc».
KJO«CEinirv-KEItTHEATKEr*-l.'Alrloil.

v,-','
-

llw« Jallette.

NKVV-YORK THKAT*E—2- K--V«u«e\ tllf

rAFTon'P-n*yund NM«lit—t-or,tmuou» Wio*.
rtK>T');> -1 ..nrr

•££ f ?. The Krrtghtty n-
mk.ru. of M«r»»<-.

yr^i^^^ATß^^l^^-J.nl^Meredith.

Inbex to *e»trti«cmcnt«

vindictive. They get exelted now and then and -"

In for nt&UßhtfT. and the next minute they are cool

and are drinking tea. Our airy made an attack
upon a mob of Chinese one day. and they quietly

sat down upon the Kround and waited the advance

of the column. They knew they would all n*

killed, but did not st^tn in care. They struck at

the horses with pikes* an.l something that looked

like forks. The Idea of trying to disembowel horse*
and fighting cavalry by tin* upon th« ground

was something nsw for modern soldier* la face."*

Mr*...\>xd*>r*— husband was a candidate, for
the Legislature, you know. Well, he ha* decided to
withdraw In the Interest of harmony.

Mrs. Pepprey— lndeed? Couldn't you get your
daughter to withdraw from th* piano occasionally
for the »amo reason?— (Philadelphia Press.

Current (rosaip avers that the Charlcstown State
Prison has abjured mince pie as a steady diet for
the prisoners because the medical experts declare
that ItImpairs the health of the Inmates and tend*
to Increase the death rate. The exclusion of thU
dyspeptic dainty will doubtless decrease the hos-
pital list in Charlestown. but In what other prison
on earth do.the convicts get mince pie. except pos-
sibly on Christmas Day or Thanksgiving?

"Do you think it 1* desirable for a man to study
the dead languages?"

"No,air." answered Mr. Cumrox, with emphasis*.
"Ifqueer words are what a young man aspires to.
the golf and baseball reports In any Rood dally
newspaper willsupply all his wants."— (Washington
Star.

The following: placard Is displayed In front of a
clothing store In Providence. R. I.:

¦i
—

»>
I

- j
Here is the Place U

to
Buy your Pants !

at . ' |« a Leg!

<$ __*

Horace Mann, the famous educator, was fitting
one evening in Mi study, when an Insane man
rushed Into the room and challenged him to light.

"My dear fellow," replied Mr. Mann, "it would
give me great pleasure 10 accommodate you. but
Ican't do it. the odds are so unfair. 1am a Mann
by name and a man by nature, two against one!
It would never do to fight."

"Oh, come ahead!" the insane man answered.
"I am a man and a man beside myself. Let us
four have a fight."

Mr. Sophtle— Well. Willie, your sister ha« given
herself to me for a Christmas present. What .1.you think of that?

Willie—Huh! That's what she done fur MrBrown last year, an' he gey her bark before Easter.
Ibet you'll do the same.— (Philadelphia Record.
It is said that the beer poisoning scare has had

the effect of diminishing the consumption of beer In
London by at least 20 p*>r cent. Most of the'licensed victuallers arc now displaying placards
guaranteeing th* free-lorn of their liquor* from
arsenic and all other deleterious substances.

Mr«. Ilouskeep— Why don you go to work"Weary Walker-Well. lady, yer see Tm wat yrrmight call an "unhappy medium."
K

Mrs. Hrmskeep— Indeed? And what do you m*anby that?
Weary Walker-^JOiy. »'m too heavy fur light

riSs tO° "
Sht fUr km"Work CTlillaJilptl!,

AmiwMn.-ni. II 4«!rurnt.hed f. "me to

Autumn !<*-*¦«>rt*... -I<* 1: $*t ¦ m k

fi.nkrupt.-y Notice..ll R H.-i*-«aM cammr""- J
IV»rd «nd n«.m... ..1" 4i W.rrl«-« «nJ "«'«th« ,J ',' J
«ltv Ht'lK ." «'<»<.Un ijte.m-n. «^ 3

rio»n»>»il<- Mtu«ilion» inailroa«l» ••• • • -
4

W.nted l« 7-fc.KiivtnK* *^\'- }« «
r»ouT>ion» r « Si^rtEl >"";r* 1 •:
Europrai, AJvrrtli*-

-
Bt,»nur.- Nn>»'* h. a

rin«n.-i«i M^tttut"..».t [j I'- Ht>>>'. ¦••¦,;," \u0084'. «RSS2«-iBku;::::H !•"•\^S£^rSS^^
"

"' '
mSTm ,• ¦

"' r><;

Bntiiuts Xoturr

77//; MIXISTER TO GREECE.

The selection of Colonel Charles S. Francis,

Editor and proprietor of "The Troy Times," n«
Minister to Greece Is an. admirable one. Mr.
Francis Is well fitted for the position by train-
Ing and character. While he has never held

an.v other political office, he has had a wide
familiarity with public affairs. Exactly thirty

years ago President Grant appointed his
father, the late John M. Francis, to the same
mission. During: the three years the father
remained at Athens the son acted as his secre-
tary, thus securing the most valuable ac-
quaintance with the affairs of that post. The
reputation which the elder Frauds won for
successful diplomatic service, not only In
Greece! but also as Minister to Portugal and
Austria-Hungary, serves itself M an Indorse-
ment of the present appointment.

Colonel Francis has won success and a high
reputation in his chosen field of professional

work. extending and enlarging, ifnot better-
ing, the nave or his father's Journalistic labors.
tie lias made "The Troy Times" one of the
most Influential and Interesting of the daily
newspapers outside of the great cities. The
same energy, fidelity to high ideals and devo-
tion to the public interests in his new post of
duty willadd to the distinction that his father
won and strengthen the American diplomatic
service.

Ivor* ft P"n<l Pianos ,„ . \u0084
„,

•w~l not ..ntv in qu.l.fy of WW« «>> ¦»« «""^ «f

«•••» Mt ri-mtfi thrlr tonr «n.l »i«nJ In t«n». I.h*> P«r

iwnt*. At flrorfiyri'*.1" r.«»t Wt), Ft.. N. V « ">¦ —

OPENING OF THE OPERA »KA*«Vf.
"Tim* rolls hi!" ceaseless course.'* or wonts to

that effect, and each rectirrlng winter hrtna* us
un opening night at th* Metropolitan Opera House
with th« mellifluous strain.* of "on* or the o:*v~~
of Oounod's two livingoperas to whet our xir»a<iy
Jaded appetite* or «tlll the clamor of r<-n\cr-»»'.-;,
hunger. It was th* Shakespearean lyric <ir»ma'»
opportunity last nl^ht, though had the law or turn
about been observed Goethe* melodious traaoa>
would have charmed us. for the »ea«m «f igp.-fy
was opened with "Rom*o *t Juliette. But taaort
the two operas differ In look*. Ussy sound very
much alike. enlist the services of the *..m-> pUgfj
as a rule, and produce happine** in practically th«sam* measure and quality. So It doesn't nvIf.),matter that '"Faust" was set aside. There i« ..„«.
fcrt in th* reflection that If It bo n»» now. j« it
win com,.

There were hundred* of people whom we all ihtcto look at la th* audience room, and several *h<im
the world delights to honor on th« •

tag? M-ae
Melba wa.iback with her fr»sh May mornln* voW
full of d-»wey sparkle*, and that rx^nfstWtsi tn>«Intonation which so woo* the ear; Ilkow!.**r^stately M. Plan* on. th* vocally rotund M. Edouardde Reszke. the Intent M Male*,. in whom isa
trusted with eager and copioua faith when firsthe came and who so grievously dtappotatetl usbecause of hi*Mines* last year. There were also jf
Bars, who MTybalt made away very properly *?tlia new Mer.ntlo. who when clothed in his r^hrname (supposedly) is a Mr Sizes; the statHy BlmBridewell, last year's debutante, a Mr.Olllihert Mr
Masiero and th« perennial Mile. Batwrmttttei Th»opera received an admirable performance underthe direction of Sl*. Mm Infill Mm*. Mell.a oe-caslonatly disclosed symptoms of w»arlne«--. hutthe old loveliness of her rtOem show* no abaM-'ment. and warmed an audience who*.* aopearanr*
and conduct suggesteii Kmter; lls coUfttcM fnt*hearty enthusiasm after th netted act. The prf-
fcr.Tiance was indeed a crescendo In merit, M.Ida also requiring to he warmed up h*r.->r'<» f.9did hi* best work, but responding with WOnXttftUfervor thereafter. For the rent all the compQ.
ment» so often written about Mr. Orau'a fore*»may he recalled an.l applied, according to the ta.,t»
an.l fancy of the r<*a<l»r. They cannot so j*rv.-

r«


