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London, Jan. 1.—There were Old Year ser-
wvices last night in St. Paul's and Westmin-
ster Abbey, with Canon Mason and Canon
Gore as the preachers, but the largest congre-
gations were in the open air, .awaiting in rol-
licking mood and with much practical joking
the midnight bells. “Big Ben" had a larger
audience than could have been crowded into the
Abbey, and when his text was announced in a
single silvery note there was silence in White-
bail, and Parlirment Square, and on Westmin-
ster Bridge. When the sermon ended with the
final cadence of benediction there was a mighty
shout from thousands of throats, and the new
century was welcomed with song and laughter.
The crowds around St. Paul's and Ludgate Hill
were denser and more mischievous, and the
Strand and Fleet Street were filled as on Mafek-
ing Night, but with less excitable throngs, and
“God Save the Queen' was sung with fervor as
the bells were chimed. Covent Garden was
crowded with dancers in fancy dress at mid-
night, and the music of bells was timed with
flying feet.

The new century had op2ned with South Af-
rica under a cloud, with Federated Australia re-
joicing over the triumph of confederation, and
with staid old London, dingiest and least stately
of capitals, reveiling in hope, good cheer and
joyousness.

The list of New Year honors is remarkable not
for the names !t includes, but for the names
it omits. Expecta’ion has certainly not been
realized in the annua'® distribution People who
professed to be “in the know” asserted most
confidently that several peers were to be created,
and it was taken for granted that Lord Roberts
would receive at least a peerage for the great
setvices which he rendered to the British Em-
pire in South Africa. In both respects the
honors list is silent. It may be that the re-
wards for the men who have served the State so
conspicuously n the war against the Boers are
only delayed until a more fitting time arrives.
As it is, the only reminder in the list of the
South African question .is the announcement
that Sir Alfred Milner is to be decorated with
the Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath.
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Rome, Jan. 1.—Solemin and impressive ser-
vices in St. Peter's Cathedral and in all the
Roman Catholic churches throughout Italy cele-
brated the passing of the old century and the
birth of the new. There was, as on all similar
functions at St. Peter’s, a great gathering of
prelates and dignitaries of the Church, and
the spectacle was imposing, the Pontifical Court
taking part, and great crowds assembling in
and about the historic building,

The day was also fittingly commemorated in
all the offices of State.

The Pope celebrated midnight mass in his
private chapel.

Cardinal Rampolli, Papal Secretary of State,
celebrated high mass at St, Peter's Cathedral.

AUSTRALASIA REJOICES.
—
WELCOMING THE NEW CENTURY AND THE
NEW ERA OF FEDERATION.

Sydney, N. 8. W, Jan. 1.—The new century
and with it the new era of federation were ush-
ered in for Australasia with every sign of pub-
lic rejoicing. This city is overflowing with vis-
itors to such an extent that many have to be
accommodated on passenger steamers In the
harbor.

The streets were alive with people last even-
ing, and when midnight struck bells pealed and
cannon boomed a welcome to the birthday of
United Australasia.

To-day was a public holiday, and business has
been practically suspended for a week to come.
The city is decorated with unprecedented lavish-
ness, a striking feature being a scheme of tri-
umphal arches along the route of to-day's pro-
cession from Government House to Centennial
Park for the inauguration, which it is estimated
will be witnessed by 500,000 people.

The procession will be of enormous length,
and will pass under the most elaborate series of
arches, representing the colonies and the various
trades .and . industries, as well as the various
nationallties.

The American areh, which is a distinct feat-
ure, is of imposing design. It is surmounted hy

a colossal eagle, and bears the mottoes “The
United States Greets United Australasia” and

“Hail to the New Born Commonwealth!

UNITED

The welcome which New-Yorkers gave to the
Twentieth Century last night was essentially
similar to that which it extends to each New
Year, qnly it was one hundred times more en-
thusiastic, Choirs have often sung on New
Year's Eve before, but last night the choir which
led the singing on City Hall steps was 1,000
strong. Crowds assemble annually in Broad-
way to hear Trinity Church chimes “ring m
the new, ring out the old,” but last night the
crowds were phenomenal in size, and they gath-
ered around churches with chimes in many parts

omitting Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond.

Fireworks there were also, and fine electrical
displays from several buildings, notably from
the City Hall. Flags and bunting decorated the
same public structure in profusion, and were
repeated in lesser degree on hotels, office build-
ings, theatres and private houses by the thou-
sand all over the city. Even the liquor shops
were festooned with evergreen streamers with-
out and within. Small boys, and many of larger
growth, chose the tin horn as the most ap-
propriate method of voicing the feelings within
them, which had been aroused by the arrival of
an anniversary which they probably would
never see again. Mothers whose babes were
born in the last week began to have hopes that
the little ones would live to see three centuries
and get their pictures on the elevated. stations
and in the newspapers.

thousand at prayer or praise within the churches
when the clocks struck the midnight hour. Com-
munion was celebrated in some churches, in
others watch night prayer meetings were held.
Preachers presseil home upon their hearers the
lessons of the old and the duties of the new
century, and recalling some of the great im-
provements made by man in the last ten decades
in the way of scientific development and me-
chanical invention, expressed fervent hopes that
as Americans can count with confildence upon
still greater material progress in the future, they
could also be assured of the continued march of
the human race toward a higher plane, causing
the world to become better as it grows greater
and older.
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of the city, from the Battery to the Bronx, not !

Those more gravely inclined were found by the
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Buffalo, Jan. 1.—A moment before the City
Hail clock struck the hour of midnight and
ushered in the twentieth century and the 100th
anniversary of Buffalo’s birth there was a dis-
play of electric lights on the top of the Pru-
dential Bullding, the highest structure in the
city. This was the signal direct from the Wash-
ington Observatory to mark the new year's
birth, and the instant it was given the salute of
101 bombs in Lafayette Park was fired. It was
the signal for the wildest scenes of noisy demon-
stration ever witnessed in Buffalo. The noise of
horns, guns, cannon and fireworks which
marked the celebration early In the evening was
eclipsed by the quadrupled efforts of a semilar
nature which continued for more than an hour,
Crowds lined Main-st. and filled the roadway,
while all were nearly deafened by the noise and
the “Tenderloin” went wild.

The parade formed in front of the City Hall
at 11:30 o'clock and was timed so accurately
that Lafayette Park was reached as the saiute
was being fired. The people were disappointed
because the 65th and T4th regiments did not
parade as military organizations, but thls was
inevitable, because the request to parade was
made on too short notice. Members of the regi-
ments, however, paraded as Individuals. The
Sprudel Fishing Club's 150 members were
dressed in ancient garb, and gave caricatures of
the city's progress in the last one hundred years.
One exhibit was a dilapidated cart drawn by
cows; this was followed by an outfit labelled
“automobile,” consisting of a wagon the frent
wheels of which were directed by an automoblle
steering gear, the power being furnished by a
skeleton horse, who pushed against thills fast-
ened to the rear axle.

The crowds atong the line of march almost
equalled those that witnessed the Grand Army
of the Republic parade here in 1807, and then
the spectators eclipsed in numbers any who ever
assembled here before. Special trains were run
from all nearby country towns, and many pock-
ets were picked by thieves. All the office build-
ings and public structures in the lower part of
the city were illuminated, and most of the pri-
viate residences. Watch night services were held
in nearly all the churches, and were well at-
tended
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Chicago, Jan 1.—Clad in a mantle of snow
and illuminated from head to foot, Chicago wel-
comed the dawn of the twantieth century. A
pandemonium of noises reigned, to add emm' -
sis to the welcome. Horns, whistles, guns and
firecrackers played their part in the celebration
of the unique event, in which all Chicago par-
ticipated. In the downtown districts almost all
the large retail houses were illuminated, and in
many cases the display was made with gorgeous
effect. Along the Lake Shore Drive and in other
fashionable residence districts the homes were
dazzling with lights, while aimost every home
in other quarters of the city had its kerosene
lamp or “tallow dip” in the window. P

A religious feeling marked tae observance of
the event in almost every quarter. At the
Coli ten th d persons watched the
new year and the new century in, under the
auspices of the Red Cross, William Penn Nlixon,
president, and the various consuls in the eity
read the messages which their rulers had sent
to the meeting. Father F. J. Barry, Chancellor
of the Archdiocese of Chicago, read the message
from Pope Leo XIIL All of the messages were
heartily cheered. The principal address of the
evening was delivered by General John C. Black.
He dwelt upon the lessons of the old and for the
new century. At two minutes to 12 o'clock the
vast audience arose and joined in singing “Old
Hundred,” In the course of which the minute
hand on the clock marked the hour of midnight,
and the twentieth century had arrived.

At the downtown clubs the members gathered
to enjoy in the spirit of good fellowship the
going out of the old century and the coming
in of the new. The Chicago Athletic Club was
brightly illuminated, and was thronged with
members, who passed the hours up to midnight
in watching a vaudeville performance. Social
events were many throughout the city, and in
nearly all homes the members of families
watched together for the approach. of the new
century. On the streets a noisy erowd paraded
up and down, gazing into the lighted stores and
houses. At 12 o'clock the alr was fllled with
the ic of the chi the clanging of bells,
the roar of cannon and the shrieking of whistles,
and not until 1 o’clock had the nolsy greeting to
the new century died away.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.] kot
San Francisco, Jap 1.—San Francisco ushered
in the new century with great enthusiasm,
though there was a noticeable absence of the
rowdyism which made the last year's celebration
notorious. Police Chief Sullivan placed five men
at each corner of Market-st. and ten along each
block, and these officers promptly suppressed the
exuberant hoodlums who yearn to kiss stray
girls or to switch bits 6f Christmas trees in the
faces of passersby. -

watch night meetings were heid, and midnight
was heralded with a clamor of bells and of horns
that could have been heard miles. Among
the prominent meetings were ;of the So-
clety of the Red Cross, at which contributions
were solicited for the endowment of the National
Red Cross; at the Young Men's Christian As-
sociation Hall and in various churches.

The crowds on the sireets have never before
been equalled in the history of San Fraucisco.
It was a cold, clear night, without wind, and
all San Francisco appeared to have turned out
to celebrate the occasion. Though “Tar Flat™
and the “Barbary Coast™ furnished a large
qnota.tbemwdsmmh!ym.cl‘"
dressed persons out for a lark. Pistol shooting
was forbidden, but the clamor of hells, rattles,
horns and other instruments for making night
hideous whs appalling for four heours.

At the meeting of the women of the Red Cross
Mayor Phelan delivered an address and Camille
D’Arville was among the singers. At midnight
“America™ was sung by the entire company. At
the Young Men's Christian Association Hall the
largest crowd of the evening was gathered. The
services were under the charge of the Calvary
Presbyterian congregation. Among the speakers
were the Rev. John Hemphill, of this city, and
Frederick B. Smith, of Chicage. The feature of
the evening was the reading by the Rev. George
C. Adams of Colonel Roosevelt's message to the
young men of the twentleth century. In all the
Methodist churches special pralse services were
held and the congregations were large. The
city did not regain its usual quiet until far
along in the morning, when the new day was
already dawning.

WENT OUT IN GLOOM.

EXD OF A DISAPPOINTING YEAR FOR
/ ENGLAND.

FLOODS AND UNFAVORABLE WAR NEWS—
COLVILE'S CASE—STOCK EXCHANGE
REFLECTIONS.
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London, Jan. 1, 6 a. m.—The last day of a dis-
agreeable and disappointing year was most de-
pressing. Floods were clapping their hands
north and south and west from unceasing rains,
and the Birmingham Canal was breaking loose
in Staffordshire and causing great havoc. The
war news was bad and the War Office manage-
ment was worse. Additional details of the Brit-
ish reverse at Helvetia showed that a famous
fighting regiment, bearing the names of glorious
battlefields on its colors, had been surprised at
night when strongly intrenched, and had lost
one of its best guns in surrendering to the
Boers. The fact that the Boers invariably re-
lease their prisoners does not render such inci-
dents less humiliating to British pride. The bit-
terest dregs in the cup for English lips through-
out the campaign have been the evil tidings that
their best battalions have been entrapped, taken
off their guard and captured with their guns,
and there was a draught of this kind to leave
a bad taste in the mouth at the end of the
year.

There was also a general feeling of exaspera-
tion over a fresh scandal, almost as bad as the
publication of the Spion Kop dispatches, which
would inevitably involve the laundrying of mill-
tary reputations under the public pump. Gen-
eral Colvile confirmed the general impression
that he was seeking a trial by newspapers by
issuing yesterday a second statement and then
reserving his case until Lord Roberts’s return.
Military men shrug their shoulders over his un-
professional conduct in getting the public ear
for himself and scattering broadcast insinua-
tions against the General Staff when Lord Rob-
erts is nearing the coast of England. They are
ihclined to say with Corporal Brewster, “It
wouldn’t have been done in the days of the
Dook.” The spirit and cogency of his defence
are conceded, but veterans consider it the worst
possible military form for Colvile to rush into
print,’ as though he were convinced that the
case against him had been closed and that he
could not expect justice :from the War Office,
Mi. Brodrick also is sharply criticised for re-
versing Lord Lansdowne's ruling, but these
strictures are premature. It is not yet known
whether Lord Roberts's report upon the Lindley
affair was filed before or after Lord Lansdowne
left the War Office. Mr. Brodrick’s friends say
that he has not made any attack upon the
court, since General Colvile has no special in-
fluence there, although he has a strong circle of
infiuential friends in the West End and is a
Guardsman General.

The resignation of Lord Dufferin from the
chairmanship of the Whitaker Wright group of
mines and the call for a winding up meeting of
the London and Globe stockholders have been
fresh incidents in the collapse of a big line of
ghares in the West Australian market. There
was a feverish opening of the Stock Exchange
vesterday after Saturday’s long list of failures,
but the anxiety was diminished when it was per-

THE NEW YEAR HONORS.

AN TUNINTERESTING LIST—NO NEW
PEERAGES CREATED BY
THE QUEEN,

London, Dec. 81.—The New Year's honor list
includes the names of Hiram 8. Maxim, who was
born in Maine and who is the inventor of the
automatic system of firearms. He is knighted.
Sir Alfred Milner, the Administrator of South
Africa, s made a K. G. C. B.(Knight Grand Cross
of the Bath); Colonel Kitson, formerly com-
manding at Kingston College, and Lieutenant-
Colonel Irwin, secretary of the Canadian Patrl-
otic Fund, are made Companions of the Order
of St. Michael and St. George, and Sir Samuel
Griffith is made a Privy Councillor.

In addition there is a long list of Australians
prominent in the federation who have received
minor honors.

Colonel Jekyll, secretary of the British Com-
missioner at the Paris Exposition, is made a
K. C. M. G. (Knight Commander of St. Michael
and St. George); Clive Bingham, an Attaché «f
the Peking Legation, and C. W. Campbell, Vice-

Consul at Shanghai, who both served with
Vice-Admiral Seymour’s relief column, are made
C. M. G.’s (Companion of St. Michael and St.
George), as well as several other British con-
suls in China.

No peers are created, and only a few persons
are made baronets and knights.

Edmund Barton, formerly Attorney-General of
New South Wales, is made a Privy Councillor. °

Edmun¥l Barton, according to a dispatch received
by The Assoclated Press from Sydney, N. 8. W,
under date of December 25, had accepted the Eari

| of Hopetoun's offer to form the first Cabinet of

the Australian Federation. He had been the leader
of the Federal Convention. The Earl of Hopetoun
first offered the important post of Premler of the
new Australian Commonwealth to Sir William

Lyne, and was much criticised for so doing. Sir
William, however, declined. Mr. Barton, unlike
Sir Willlam Lyne, is a very popular politiclan.
He is a native of Australia, having been bérn at
Sydney In 18#. He was educated at Sydney Uni-
versity, and became a barrister in 1871 Frome1883
to 1887 he was Speaker of the lLegislative As-

sembly of New South Wales, and wis Attorney-
General in 1889 and 1891, It was largely through

Mr. Barton's exertions that the federalization or
Australia has been accomplished.
B s
MAY EXNONERATE COLVILE,
EVIDENCE THAT HE WAS THE VICTIM OF

A BOGUS TELEGRAM

London, Dec. 31.—Since his arrival in London

Major-General Sir Henry Colvile has received

information tending to show that Lieutenant-
Colonel Spragge actually received a forged tele-
gram, purporting to be signed by General Col-
vile, dated Lindley, May 23, saying:

I am badly in want of mounted troops.
here at once.

The above telegram was sent off three days
before General Colvile reached Lindley and was
the cause of Lieutenant-Colonel Spragge hasten-
ing there.

One of the principal charges against General
Colvife is that, after appealing to the Yeomanry
for help, he abandoned them to their fate.

“1 never heard of this telegram,” sald General
Colvile, “until now. But it explains the mystery

of my alleged message to Colonel Spragge. 1t
was known at the time that some one was tam-
pering with the wires near Lindley.”

Colvile reported himself at the War
Office to-day. General Sir Evelyn Wood, the
Adjutant-General, merely sent a subordinate to
meet the General.

APPEAL FROM THE PRINCESS OF WALES

Loadon, Dec. 31.—The Princess of Wales has
written to the newspapers appealing for further
funds for the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families’ As-
sociation, of which she is president, to maintain
the families of men engaged in the war.

—————— e ——
THE KILPATRICK AT SINGAPORE.

Singapore, Dec. 31.—The United States trans-
port Kilpatrick arrived here to-day.

Come
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CALIFORNIA EXCURSIONS
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REPORTS FRPM KITCHENER

BOERS CAPTURED A BIG GUN AT HET-
VETIA—-CAPE COLONY INVASION.

London, Dec. 81.—Genecal
graphing from Pretoria, December 30, says:

The post at Helvetia was surprised at 2:30 a.
M., the enemy first rushing a 4.7-inch gun. At
dawn the officer commanding the post at Swartz-
Kopjes sent out a patrol and shelled the enemy
out of Helvetia, making them abandon the gun
temporarily. The Boers, however, formed our
prisoners around the gun and got It away
eventually. No ‘ammunition belonging to the
gun was captured. The casualties were four
officers wounded, eleven men killed and twenty-
two wounded. A column was sent out from
Machadodorp, but, owing to bad roads, it fatled
to arrive in time,

Lord Kitchener, in a dispatch to the War Of-
fice dated Pretoria, December 31, 9:35 a. m.,
says:

A small portion of the enemy’s force which en-
tered the Colony to the east broke away in a

southwester]l direction and crossed the rallway
at a point between Bangor and Sherborne. They
did some damage to the railway. The column
under Williams will be in touch with this body
to-day.

The force which entered the Colony to the
west passed the road from Carnarvon to Vie-
toria West at 7 o'clock yesterday morning. They
were going south, and were closely followed by
Thorneycroft and De Lisle.

Very few recruits from the Colony Joined the
enemy. Hertzog’'s men are already dropping
their worn horses.

It is now ascertained that the Boers who
trekked westward from Vryburg and who were
supposed to he going to Damaraland are making
for the Prieska District of Cape Colony.

A dispatch from Cradock says:

The Boers burned an empty goods train near
Rosmead Junction. The authorities at Rosmead
have sent the women and children to Cradock.
It is reported that a commando has crossed the
line and is making toward Middleburg.

Mr. Kriiger is again importuning Queen Wil-
helmina, says a correspondent of “The Dalily
Mail” at The Hague, to write personal letters
to Emperor Nicholas, President Loubet and Em-
peror William, with a view of stopping the war.
It is reported that the Queen is not unwilling,
but that the Netherlands Ministry is divided.

Port Elizabeth, Dec. 31.—Reports are in cir-
culation here that the train which was held up
near Rosmead was not empty, but had sixty of
the Prince Alfred Guards on board, who were
returning from the front, and about forty pas-
sengers, women and children.

The Boers numbered two hundred, with sup-
ports that could be seen in the distance. The
soldiers defended themselves until their small
quantity of ‘ammunition was exhausted, when
all were captured, though subsequently re-
leased.

The passengers had narrow escapes, as the
bullets of the Boers perforated the carriages.

An officer and three soldiers were severely
wounded.

The railway traffic has been stopped, but the
Boers do not appear to have injured the perma-
nent way.

g

A CALL TO CAPE LOYALISTS.

ASKED TO HELP REPEL INVADERS, WHO
ARE FURTHER SOUTH THAN EVER.

Cape Town, Dec. 31.—The Cape Government
has called upon the loyalists in twenty-seven
districts, including Cape Town, to assist the
military to repel invasion, by the formation of
a paid defence force, In a preamble to the call
the Government announces the situation as fol-
lows:

Owing to the fact that the armed forces of
the enemy have penetrated south of Carnarvon
in the west and south of Midd:lburg eastward,
it is necessary to repel the invasion promptly,
and the Government calls upon loyal inhabi-
tants to ajd the military in this duty by the
formation of a colonial force for the sole and
exclusive purpose of repelling invasion, guard-
ing lines of communication and maintaining or-
der in the disturbed districts.

Volunteers should enroll with the Civil Com-
missioners. in their respective districts. Thay
will be paid 5 shillings a day, with rations,
forage, arms and horses. The term of service
is not expected to exceed three months.

This notice specially applies to the districts
named in it, but other districts may assist. En-
listing will begin on Th v. - :

It is estimated that no fewer than fifteen hun

dred Cape Dutch have joined the invaders, who
have penetrated -tnrtw.sou_th than ever. -

NO NEED FOR ANXIETY.
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ODELIL IN OFFICE TO-DAY.

GOVERNOR-ELECT AND FAMILY ARRIVE
AT ALBANY.

EVERYTHING IN READINESS FOR THE
CEREMONY-THE COMING MESSAGE.

[BEY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Albany, Dec. 31.—Benjamin B. Odell, jr., the
Governor-elect of the State, arrived here from
his home at Newburg early this afternoon in
company with his private secretary, James G.
Graham, and found awaiting him at the Union
Raillway Station Governor Roosevelt, who then
escorted the Governor-elect to the Executive
Mansion, where the latter was duly installed.
Governor Roosevelt had engaged rooms at the
Ten Eyck for his bwn occupation to-day and to-
morrow. Later Mr. Odell went to the Ten Eyck
and there was greeted by Reuben L. Fox, the
secretary of the Republican State Committee,
who invited him to take luncheon with him at
the hotel.

Mr. Odell was busy a part of the afternoon in
making a final inspection of his first annual
message to the Legislature, which will be sub-
mitted to that body on Wednesday. This after-
noon Mrs. Odell arrived In Albany, in company
with her deughters, Mrs. Willlam Kelly and Miss
Estelle Odel!, Benjamin B. Odell, sr., father of
the Covernor-elect; Benjamin B. Odell, 34, son of
the Governor-elect, and two brothers of the
Jovernor-elect, H. B, Odell, postmaster of New-
burg, and Professor tieorge C. Odell, of Co-
lumbia University. The members of the Odell
family went at once to the Executive Mansion.

The leading members of the Legislature ar-
rived here to-day, and many of them had a con-
sultation with Governor-elect Odell in a room
at the Ten Eyck. Among those who had a chat
with Mr. Odell were Senator Timothy E. Ells-
worth, president pro temr. of the Senate; Speak-
er Nixon of the Assembly, Senator Higgins,
chalrman of the Senate Committee on Finance;
Senator Stranahan, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Cities; Assemblyman Allds, chair-
man of the Assembly Committee on Ways and
Means, and Otto Kelsey, chairman of the As-
sembly Committee on Cities. Mr. Odell also re-
celved visits from Erastus C. Knight, the Con-
troller-elect; from Attorney-General Davles, Sec-
retary of State McDonough, Colonel John N.
Partridge, the Superintendent of Public Works,
and Lieutenant-Governor Woodruff.

THE NEW-YORK POLICE BILL.

Senator Ellsworth, it was reported, was hav-
Ing a consultatioa with Mr. Odell about the
New-York police bills. The chief of these abol-
ishes the present Board of Police Commission-
ers of New-York and substitutes for it a single
Commissioner. The bill in its latest form, it is
eald, authorizes the Governor of the State to
remove the Police Commissioner on echarges,
but the successor of the removed official will be
appointed by the Mayor. It is held that the
Governor constitutionally has the same right to
remove a Police Commissioner as he has to re-
move a Mayor, if the local authorities appoint
the successor to the removed official. The sec-
end bill affecting ths Police Department de-
prives it of the Bureau of Flections and creates
a bi-partisan Bureau of FElections, with two
Republicans and two Democrats, to be ap-
pointed by Mayor Van Wyck, in charge of it
The solitary Police Commissioner to be appoint-
ed will have complete authority to remove Chiet
Devery on charges. John MecCullagh, Superin-
tendent of the Metropolitan Election District,
said to-day:

I have noticed that some people are saying
that T will be Devery's successor. I do not de-
sire the place, and I would not take it.

The members of the Legislature are disposed
to await the publication of Governor-elect Odell’s

message to the Legislature before speaking about
any legislative measures they think of intro-

e that M Gach. ' s mesase,
Continued on third page.

: . .EVEN THE PESSIMIST

%‘:. otwthﬂ: the many pleasant and convenlent

ARMISTICE IN CHINA.
PROTESTS AGAINST THE MILITARY OP-
ERATIONS PROBABLY EFFECTIVE.
London, Dec. 31.—A dispatch to “The Pall
Mall Gazette” from Peking, dated December

30 says an armistice has been proclaimed.

Washington, Dec. 31.—The officials here are
puzzled to account for the announcement of an
armistice from Peking before the Chinese an-
swer, which asked for it, had been received by
the Ministers there, for they assume that that
answer was not received until last night. How-
ever, it is suggested that the rather vigorous
expressions of dissatisfaction by some of the
Powers at the prosecution of the military raids
upon Chinese who are showing no disposition to
attack foreigners may have had some effect at
last. The State Department has sent a strong
instruction to Minister Conger directly in line
with the Chinese request for a i of

.

CITY HALL PARK ABLAZE

SPLENDID DISPLAY = WIT-
NISSED BY THOUSAND»,

DENSE CROWDS IN AND AROUND THE
SQUARE WELCOME CENTUPY
WITH TERRIFIC DIN. ;

PROGRAMME.,
Overture by Sousa’s Band.
ress by Iph

B : a% e
Herra,” by the United Serman

Council.

Singing Societies.
Overture by the band.
Song. *“‘America,”” by the People’s Choral Union.

military excursions. It is not an “armistice,”™
technically speaking, that is looked for now,
but merely a suspension of military activity.
Were the Powers formally to consent to an
“armistice” they thereby would commit them-
selves to a recognition of the existence of actual
war with China, and there are strong reasons
why such a committal should be avoided, if

possible.
e T

MANY INSURGENTS CAPTURED.

OPERATIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES-TIDINGS
FROM GUAM.

Manila, Dec. 31.—General Frederick D. Grant
telegraphs that General Alejandrino’s men are
trying to escape from Mount Arayat. Two of
them were killed on Sunday. There is no water
on the mountain and food is scarce.

An official report says the 4th Infantry and
the 4th Cavalry, in Cavité Province, have cap-
tured 109 armed insurgents and taken posses-
sion of their camps at Anabo and Malagran.

Captain Biddle, Chief of Engineers, has re-
turned on the transport Meade from the island
of Guam. He says the conditions there have been
greatly improved by the planting of trees. The
Arethusa (a United States water carrying ship),
laden with supplies, arrived there on December
21, after a tempestuous voyage from Cavité, dur-
ing which her boats were swept overboard.
There is much suffering from hunger in the out-
lying districts of Guam, but no starvation. Two-
thirds of the population are at Agana, the chief

city of the island, and in its vieinity.

The Philippine Commission has completed the
preparation of a general municipal government
bill. The provisions in many respects are simi-
lar to General MacArthur's order establishing
municipal governments and authorizing elec-
tions, but they are much more elaborate, cover-
ing all details, The most important new feature
is the establishment of land taxation and deing
away with the sedula (or head tax) and taxation
on people’s occupations. A feature new to the
Philippines is that the revenue from land taxes
is to be expended where it is collected. The
manner of holding elections and the duties of
officers are preseri

A decision in the San José Medical College case
has been deferred until Saturday.

———
PHILIPPINE CURRENCY QUESTION.
A DISPATCH FROM THE COMMISSION INDI-
CATES A GRAVE MONETARY CRISIS.

Washington, Dec. 31.—The Secratary of War
has communicated to Congress a cable dispatch
from the Philippine Commission indicating a
trnveersﬂ.lnthomury.ﬂﬁnotthemﬂ-
pelago. The message was communicated to
Congress in connection with a mass of memo-
randa bearing on the problem which is now to

bhe solved as to the of some kind of
silv take the of Mexican dollar in
B Phe Commiasion said that

th ?hiuvmu
atoeakotu r in the islands was rapidly dimin-
ishing, and urgently an answer

message sent on September 3 showing the
necessity for action asking what
remedy shall be applied. It has been found im-
possible, , to continue the ratio of 2
to 1 estal and talned arbitrarily, and
idly tow: China and India, making it difficult
tt;:itm.w officers to transact
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l;"'I’he Star Spangled Banner,” by the People’s Cheal
Tnlon.
Overture. ’
Song. “Ring Out, Wild Bells,” by the People’s lhl
Union. 7 x

Overture. :
Sy, “Hallelujah Chorus,” by the People’s Choral Unlon.
Overture. 4
Overture. . :
Song. “‘Sea, Mountain and Prairie by the Feipis
Choral Union :
Overture.
Song. “Hymn of Thanks," by the People’s Choral Unibm,
Overture. -
Song. ““Aus der Helmath,” by the United German Singtng
Societies.
Overture.

The welcome which New-Yorkers gave to the
twentieth century at the City Hall from 11:30
o'clock last night until almest 1 o'clock this
morning, was a brilli:nt and a neoisy one. Elab-
orate and startling fireworks made its brilliant
feature, while bombs and tin horns supplied the
noise. A strain of harmony was added by the
United German Singing Societies and Dam-
rosch's Choral Union, which formed a chorus
cne thousand strong, on the City Hall steps, and
gave forth some splendid melody, wheih, un~
fortunately, could not be heard at any distance
because of the horms, but was sweetly pleasant
to those whose ears it reached. -

The singing began at 11:30 o'clock, and be-
tween songs a band played. This was kept up
until about 11:38 o'clock, when suddenly the .
thousands of electric lights on the City Hall
were turned out, and something resembiing a
hush feil upon the vast assemblage which packed
| all the paths of the City Hall Park, overflowed
into Broadway and Park Row and extended
from the Brooklym Bridge as far south as the
front of the Postoffice. - )

OPENED WITH A MIGHTY BOMB.

When :the lluminated clocks of the City Hall
| and The Tribune Building showed that it was
| exactly 127 o’clock, the electric bulbs suddenly
glowed again, the throng began to cheer lustily
. and blow its orns, and the display of fireworks
| started with the explosion of a mighty lyddite
bomb that seemed to tear holes in the air In
all directions at once. Instantly fountains
of colored fires shot up from among the trees
in the park and from the tops of two skyscrap-
ers in Park Row, cataracts of fire descended
to meet them. The effect wos highly attractive
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