
HEADS OF STATE DEPARTMENTS TELL

OF THE WORK DONE IN1900.

Albany. Dec. Theodore P. Oilman, who upon
the death of State Controller William J. Morgan

was appointed as his successor, and who prior to
that time was the deputy.-- retires from office to-

day to take up under Controller-elect Knight the
place of deputy. As deputy he was designated to

represent the Controller In visiting the charitable
institutions, to obtain the data upon which the
classification of salaries should be made under the
act of im. He personally visited each of the thir-
teen charitable Institutions, and made examinations
of the duties of all the employes, forming the basis
for a schedule of salaries subsequently accepted by

the Governor. Itgoes Into force to-morrow.

In balancing the accounts of the State in the
Controller's Department for the fiscal year ended
Sepember 30. 1900, the receipts and expenditures for
the year, briefly stated, are as follows:

The balance in the Treasury of all funds of the
State on October 1. 1899. was $4,504,814 74; receipts
from all sources during the fiscal year were $3J,!)06,-

883 51. making a total of $38,511,69S 25. The payments
for all purposes during the year were {29.221.895 "i»,
leaving a balance in the Treasury September 30.

1900, of $7,289,802 55. which balance was distributed as
follows:
Canal fund $1,190,632 3«
School fund 440.370 07
General fund 5.:>". •«
Trust and miscellaneous funds 378,665 49

The tax rate established by the Legislature of
1900 was the lowest, with one exception, in over
forty years, being only 1.96 mills on the dollar.
The appropriations made by the last Legislature
amounted to $23,986,377 84. divided as follows:

General fund 512.004,862 57
Canal 2.228.43« "2
Schools 4.155,1«1i
Insane 5.544. S'J

During the year the receipts from indirect sources
have been as follows:

Tax on corporations $2,624.508 05
Organisation tax 3.">rt.77S Cl
Tax on transfers 4.334.M« 27
N<>n-rrsi<lert taxes 74,74208
Sale of public lands 85.54230
Fees of public officers »1.2."V3 «3
Licence fees for gale of liquors 4.2:1."., 570 25
Notaries' fees 51.058 80
Niagara State Reservation 8.223 hi
State prisons lo.Httl sfi
Public administrators 3.831 53
ARricultural Experiment Station. Geneva.... 14.44S 20
Banking Department, for expenses R0.054 81
Insurance Department, for expenses 183.518 10
Railroad Commission, for expenses 70.214 58
fnitcilStates, for Soldiers and Sailors* Home. 151.031 f.J
Pool tax 03.44. »62
State Rncirß Commission 4.024 oO
State Institution*, pairs, etc 3!>.".4:tfi Hi
Fines under dairy law 27.63150
License fees for detectives 1.550 00
Interest on Treisury deposits 32.1110 40
Miscellaneous 10.725 65

Making a total of $13,013,100 00

The receipts from indirect sources were about
$2,800,000 in excess of the amount received the
previous year, which excess is quite largely ac-
counted for by a single payment, on account of the
transfer tax. The receipts reported by the trans-
fer tax bureau of the Department were the largest
since the passage of the first Inheritance Tax law.
and the receipts in the Corporation Tax Bureau
also reached the high water mark.

GRATIFYING SHOWING OF CHARITIES
BUREAU.

The Charities Bureau shows a gratifying de-
crease in the per capita cost of the maintenance

of the inmates of the thirteen charitable institu-
tions reporting to the State Controller. The sta-

tistics of the last three fiscal years in this respect
show the following conditions:
1897-' OB $1M -.to

lWl^-'liO 171 }'*
U9B-1000 160 52

LAND ACQUIRED BY THE STATE.

During the year the State acquired title by pur-
chase to 105,229.37 acres in the forest preserve and
1.901.25 acres by reinstatement of cancelled tax
sales, and lost by cancellation and redemption 736.65
acres, leaving an aggregate holding at the close
of the fiscal year of 1.807.067.70 acres. The* average

price paid for the purchases made by the Forest
Preserve Board and the Forest, Fish and Game
Commission was $3 04 an acre.

Washington, December 31.
THE SURVEY WAR.-The bitter fight conducted

by Chairman Cannon of the Appropriations Com-
mittee In behalf of the Coast Survey against ;he

Naval Hydrographic Office at the last session of
Congress, which came near defeating the Naval
Appropriation bill, but which happily ended vuth
a complete victory for the Navy, may not be fought
over again this year, as Mr. Cannon then threat-
ened, for two good reasons, the least of which \r

'% absorbing candidacy for Senator Cul-
lom's seat, and the other involving certain trump

cards which the Navy is ready to play If the con-
troversy is reopened. One of these cards is a com-
parison between the enormous amount of deep
water and Insular survey accomplished by the Navy
In the last year at insignificant cost, against the
insignificant but expensive product of the Coast
Survey. Another Is the following modus vlvendi.
concluded by Hear- Admiral Bradford, of the Navy;
i:rigadier-General Wilson, of the Army Engineers,
and Superintendent Tittman, of the Coast Survey,
as a result of orders from the President, after
M-veral stubborn conferences:

in conference, the officers detailed from the
Treasury, War and Navy departments suggest

In view of the limited time given them for
discussion and of the enormous work now before
'¦..th legislative bodies, it is deemed best that the
wording of the provision for ocean and lake sur-
\<\s as given In Public Act 195. approved June 7,
':••'. shall be continued this session, and that the
officers shall resume their conference in the sum-
iifr and autumn in the hope that a conclusion
may b- reached before the next annual reports are
submitted, which will be entirely satisfactory to
all branches of the Government, and which will
be for the best Interests of the great work under

un.-ideration. R. B. BRADFORD.
JOHN M WILSON.
O. H. TITTMAN.

Washington. December 15. 1900.
The act referred to is the last Naval Appropria-

tion act. aiiu its words were: "Ocean and lake
survey; for hydrographic surveys, $100,000." A
third card consists of an official report to the Navy
Department from Commander A. W. Beehler. the
I'nited States Naval Attache at Berlin, unmask-
ing an Industrious secret agent of one branch of
the Government at war with another, and disclos-
ingan unenviable plot to take from the Navy cer-
tain technical work that it has efficiently per-
formed for a hundred years, and give It to a civil
bureau, which is conspicuous chiefly for Its fine
patronage pickings and elastic payrolls. This
report Is as follows:
Irespectfully report that Charles Colt Yates.

of the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey,
¦ailed to see me yesterday, and asked for Informa-
tion concerning the hydrographic work of the Ger-
man navy. He had. through the State Depart-
ment, obtained authority through the United
States Ambassador to visit th<? nautical department
of the German navy and the Beewarte in H:tm-
r.nrg. He int-nded to visit the Hydrographic
Office here to-day. Iinformed him that Ihnd
collected data, and that Ihad requested additional
Information on the subject from the German navy
department, and that h<» would find that on file In
rh. Navy Department in Washington upon his re-
turn: that it was hardly necessary to duplicate
•he work. He at first said that he was travelling
at his own expense for his own information, and
upon further auestlons he admitted that he was
travelling under orders of the Coast Survey to
collect data about hydroerraphic work.

Washington, December 31
FKNATOB VESTS LITTLE FABLE.-S*nator

.V.st is not discussing for publication any of the

various propositions advanced for the reorganiza-
,tion of the Democratic party, though it la known
that the eminent Mlssourian has his own ideas as
to what is needed A story he told the other day

probably Illustrates his understanding of the cause
Of his party's <svmuralization and ma) point to his
gceoedy It wjs immediately after the final vote
had been t;.k • on thy Hay-Pauncefote Treaty.

TlKire was no harmony of action among the Demo-
crats and their allies in taw Senate on this conven-
tion. Some of them had voted outright with the
H<-publican*. '« ultjereeeV «aid I—star Vest to

Ma bright young colleague from T«xas, "the Demo-

cratic party at present Is In the condition of old

Parson Shaw's pack of fox hounds. When Iwas a
bey In Kentucky tN- Parson was the greatest fox
banter in the Stall In his love of the chase

and the aggravation of ssul caused by the
• bounds. '.. sometimes forjjot !ii.« piety. On

Abe sdvU'- of a :i«-iKhl'or he one* introduced a new
ejtrain Into lil.h pack of hounds— crossed the breed.
as dog •.¦•!. • «a!l it—in the hope of benefiting
them. Instead of liavins th«- ir<d effect, crossing
the br«-e<i o»iy raad« Parson ."-haw's hounds all the
more trlflint ami «™d f"r nothing. For a year

J or snore att< r tin- l.r<-ij was ciossed and the new
[Mock was BJ'iturtu. Slu- Pawn was unable '" have
any enjoyment nih^ favorite sport. Complainlngly

J be eKDlali..-- the chu*» to his nurwrservieeable
neighbor. This n*w ¦• ¦¦! "f hounds looks :i:,.-r

.than th* old breed.
'
Mid Parson Shaw to his neigh-

> bar. 'hut tb'lr superiority Is confined wholly to
¦their looks. ihave DOt l*'n ah!e to get any work
out of the pack stoce Icrot-M-d them, on your ad-

.vica. The reason Is that the pup* go at a Gllpln
fgait for About ,i hundred yards, when they strike•
the trail s» thr-i Mt down across it to recuperate
|the strength they exh.iu»t in the tremendous noise
|they make, and ili< blanket? blank old dogs, humil-
Itoted by the cap rv ay.d noise of the pups, won't
[m at all. Ihav«* concluded to d.. no more fox
Iwasjtlng until through nature's processes the pack

Is i.red back to the original fcreed.'
"

DISPUTING 'IHi: RIGHT TO EXECUTE.—
Through Justice Brown the Supreme Court of
the United States has enunciated the principle
that when the law declares that a man shall be

f| hanged by the neck until he is dead, execution of

Sentence shall not be averted by haggling and
quibbling over who shall hang him This decision
was based on a case from the State cf Idaho. A

certain citizen of that State, named "Diamond
(Field Jack," was comi;t«»d four years ago of mur-

der and sentenced to be hanged Soo after sen-
tence was passed upon him the Legislature

femended the Penal Code of the State to the extent

sof taking out of the hands <• the < ounty Sheriffs

!the duty and oftimes the pleasure of hanging con-
demned men. and giving to the Warden of the

{State Penitentiary a monopoly ol this business.
IForthwith a dispute arose between the Sheriff and
Jths Warden for the pleasure of hanging "Diamond
(Field Jack." His lawyers seized upon the oppor-
jtsjatty to save his neck, and for four years the
MSWts all along the line from Idaho to the majes-

jtie Judicial tribunal in Washington have had to

ideal with this problem, to wit The sentence of

iths trial court was that the Sheriff of Shoshone

:County should hang "Diamond Field Jack" by

the neck until he was dead, "and may God have
mercy on his souL" The i.ew law of Idaho dis-
tinctly directed that every person sentenced

to be hanged should be conveyed to the

State Penitentiary and turned over to the
Warden of that Institution for execution. The

iffjberiffstubbornly insisted upon his privilege under
iths ©Id law. under which "Diamond Field Jack
1was convicted, and the Warden as stubbornly in-

Isssted upon the full enjr mem of his monopoly or
JthS hanging business under the new law. Pond ng

2 this dispute "Diamond Field Jack" has been living
well for four years at the expense of the taxpayers

Bof Shoshone County. In moving the decision of
!ths Supreme Court of the United States Justice
illJrown observes that as it makes no difference

U toi the law a* to which official executes the man-
2 data of the trial court it should make no differ-
lenca to "Diamond Field Jack" whether he Is
ISsasd by the Sheriff or the Warden, and •here-
;for. the sentence of the Court below is confirmed
••ai the warring Idaho officials are advised to

I-compose their differences an<l settle among them;
*»selves as to who shall hang "Diamond Field Jack.

A' last accounts 'Diamond Field Jack' was still
He live, though the Sheriff and the Warden were
a trying to get together on his case.

ARMY SAUERKRAUT—A large quantity of
sauerkraut ¦.vill be purchased for the Army In the
Philippines. Bids were received by Major \V. L.
Alexander, purchasing commissary officer of the
Department of the Lakes, on December 29. for sup-
plying troops stationed in and about Manila with
yt.ooo gallons of sauerkraut, and it will be shipped
from Chicago early in January. With It will be
sent UO.GM two pourd cans of roast beef, 60,043
pounds of bacon and 62,500 pounds of ham.

NEW-ROCHELLE.
The Republican City Committee wants to have

the city charter amended. A committee, consisttns;
ofJ. Addison iour*. Hugh M. Harraer. 3. W. Mar.
vin. A. E. Walradt and W. H. Kellock. has been
appointed to draw up amendments to be pre-
sented to the Legislature. It is said that au-
thority to establish the office of Controller willbe>
one of the principal things asked for.

Clifton Embury, twe ye years old. the son of the
late Captain A!phons? Embury, wets badly scilded,
near his home. InNew- Rochell*, on Sunday after-
noon. A large steam pipe connected with S
carrying one hundred rounds' pressure burst.
Young Embury Is in a serious condition.

PEEKSKILL.
Watchnight services were held last night a» th*

First Methodist Episcopal Church and St. Paul 9

Methodist Episcopal Church. Tbe Owl Club had
its annual reception at CryP'lc Hall.

At the home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Odel! at
io'clock to-day their eldest daughter. Mis* Phcebe
Odell. willbe married to Frank Arnold Purdy.

TOXKERS.
The watch service at the First Methodist Churcti

began with devotional exercises, conducted by the
Rev. Dr. Ketcham. Addresses were made by E.
M. Yerkes. J. S. Kennedy. John W. Oliver, Charles
F. Wheaton. John T:. Andrus. John C. Hovemeyer.
the Rev. R. H. Kelley and the Rev. Dr. C. W.
Mlllurd.

The Commissioner of Wate- Supply in New-
York has settled a bitter fight among the Demo-
cratic leaders of Yonkers by appointing James
Welsh keeper of the Croton Aqueduct InTonkers.
The Aldermanic committee of the Common Coun-

cil has b«>en empowered to take steps to compel
the New-York Central Railroad Company to run
Its trains through the dry limits at a rate of speed
required by the city ordinance.

INDIAN EDUCATION AND PROGRESS.-The
poor Indian Is making good progress In learn-
ing the ways of the paleface, according to Miss

HstcTla Reel. General Superintendent of Indian
Ischools, though, according to the same high author-
ity, there are some things which he must learn

I'before be can be considered wholly civilized. In

Ithe iwenty-six months Miss Reel has been Inoffice

she has spent over seventeen months In the field.

Her plan of action has been to visit the Indian
in camp and school, observing the peculiarities of
the different tribes and endeavoring to devise plans

that will work the greatest good to the greatest

number and make them self-supporting. She em-

phasizes overshadowing Importance of industrial
training for both boys and girls. The boys, she

says, should be taught Mock raising and farming

and acquire a sufficient knowledge of tools to

enable them to mend their farm implements and

shce' their horses, and tho girls should be trained

In the art of practical housekeeping. "The

problem now before us." declares Miss Reel,

"is the selection of the best method for trans-
forming the Indian from a consumer to a pro-

ducer. He must be brought to the point where

h« win have respect for the dignity of labor, and

where he willhave the ambition to port his fam-

«lv and not look to th« Oovernmeii: f ihelp." Miss

JKeel is an advocate of what she c«l.* the outing

BBBBBBS
"

which might be a short cut to the solu-

of*the problem by leading to a kind of process
'of amalgamation. She explains that -the ouUnggt§llilli
Benin good white homes, where

R"en,dd^sidnot
;of the Indian race through intermarriage with the

ENGINEER BOND'S RErOKT.

PLANS FOR A BARGE CANAL AND GOOD

ROADS.

Albany; Dec. 31.—Edward A. Bond, «State Engi-

neer and Surveyor will report that one of his prin-
cipal duties has been the making of a survey and
plans and estimate for a barge canal across the
State, for which $200,000 was appropriated. This
survey is completed, and the results will be pre-

sented to the Legislature In February. 190 L
The topographical survey of the State has keen

in progress in co-operation with the United States.

The results are published In sheets 12 Inches by
18 Inches, showing about twelve miles by eighteen
miles, so that W sheets will cover the State; of
these 102 are completed au<l published, fifteen ineeta

are mapped and In the hands of the engravers,
twenty-six are surveyed and in the hands "I
draughtsmen, and of th« remaining ninety-seven
three-quarters are triangulated and are ready to be
S

The State Engineer has also had charge of the
survey, design and construction of good roads
under the Higble-Armstroni law of IS3B. under
Which law the sum of $260,000 has been appropriated
by the State curing the three years It has been in
force Twenty-three roids have thus been bull!
in twelve counties, and aggregating fifty-three and
one-half mil. in addition to this 131 p^titlont.
have been received from twenty-seven counties for
an aggregate of eight hundred miles, of which sur-
veys and estimates have been made of are in

progress: for eighty roads In twenty-three coun-
ties aggregating four hundred and six miles, and
showing an average estimated or actual cost of
t~ 825 mile.

there was built In nn<> of our countiesDuring IM>9 there was t.ulit In one of our counties
a gravel road, which has given entire satisfaction.
and which cost much less thin a macadam road
would have cost. There have since been many
calls from different parts '•: the State for roaus
of this or a similar character, and It has been de-
cided to recommend these cheaper roads where
heavy trattlc does not make it necessary to build
the high lass and more costly macadam roads,

and thus to enable those counties which have as
yet made no petitions to avail themselves of the
Good Roads law

NAVAL OFFICERS ON SHORE DUTY.-Rear-
Admiral Crowninshleld has sent the House Naval
Committee the following statement showing the
duties of officers on shore and at sea in support of
the plan to increase the number of cadets at the

Academy:

Officer*. On shore. At sea.
flear-a^miralß 13 3
Captains 4t| l«l
Commanders 63 .'io
Ueutenant-cornmanders Vi ~i
Lieutenants HI 183
lieutenants (junior grade) 'M 6*
Knmgns ; 2 lit*
Cadets

—
m

Of the captains and commanders on shore nine-
teen are engineer officers, who are not required to
go to sea, and several others are under orders to
command vessels approaching completion. In call-
ing atttention to the sea and shore duty of the
lower grades in the table the Rear-Admiral gives
in a few words one of the most potent reasons for
the superiority of the American naval officer. He
say*:

It willbe been that of a total of <;is (ten sick inaddition) 4G!i are performing sea duty In otherwords, 70 per cent (nearly) of this class of offi-cers in which the Bureau requests an increase arenow performing duty at sea. Th-> 14H officers ofthese lower grades who are performing duty onshore are absolutely necessary in positions at theNaval Academy. In the administrative and techni-
cal bureaus of the Navy Department, In the con-
struction and Inspection of work at navy yardsthe technical inspection of material being used orconstructed at private yards, and in the manifoldduties of a naval officer ashore. Close acquaint-ance with all the details of construction and ad-ministration hag been the characteristic of theAmerican naval officer for years, and to such closeacquaintance may be largely attributed the highstandard of perfection which we have reached inail nava! matters. In this respect our systemdiffers from that of many fore/gn governments
Wf,Kre the nava om'OT abriard ship is unacquninteiiwith the manufacture of the weapons that h"SVsand where the construction branches on shore a™
branch* nt°d "

h '**
necessltleso the sealofnl

O.V THE SEA.
From The Cleveland Plain Dealer.

"Somebody says that Sir Thomas Upton has ess-
barked on the choppy sea of speculation."

"Pork-choppy, of course."

DOBBS FERRY.
Amxl L. Barber and his family willentertain

their servants to-night at their home in Dobbs
Ferry. Three trees laden with useful gifts will
be a feature of the evening. After the distribution
or presents the servants and their friends willhave
luncheon.

SCHOOL EXTENSLS INCREASED.
Albany, Dec 31.—Charles R. Skinner, Superln-

• of Public Instruction, has finished com-
piling the school statistics for the last school year.

There was expended for all purposes In support of

the public schools of the State the sum of $33,421.-
191 87. tliis being on Increase over the previous year
of $0,368.6u0 88. About $4,000,000 of this increase is
¦hown in New- York City alone. There was paid
fur teachers' salaries lIv.ZM.SMdand the average
annual salary paid teachers throughout the State
was IftM78. There were employed 31.768 teachers,
which was an Increase of 1,269 over the previous
year.

(nit of the 1,>i9.663 pupils of school age residing In
the rit.it>>. 1.i*J,074 attended the public schools some
part of the year, and 163.»46 attended private
schools. This shown that 88 per cent of all children
of school age in this State attended either a public
or private school wme part of the year. A number
of weak rural districts have been annulled, and a
larger number o< small districts have taken advan-
tage of the law permitting them to contract with
adjoining districts for the education of their pupils
n.;ui during any previous year. The report shows
tl t there were 217 less men employed in the teach-
ing force of the State than during the previous
year while there were 1,703 more women. The In-
crease in the value of school property during the
y.ar Is reported as K*l4.B<o. The entire public
school property of the State is valued at $81,768,493.

LUNACY COMMISSION'S WORK.
Albany. Dec 31.—A further reduction in the cost

of maintaining the insane is reported by the
Lunacy Commission in the face of a marked ad-
vance in the prices of nearly every article enter-
ing into provisions and stores account. A thor-
ough investigation was made by the Commission
ot the payrolls of the New-York State hospitals,
and a reduction was effected In the salaries and
wa^es of officers and employes. The annual per
capita cost of maintaining the insane during the
yrar fast closed was $'•'•."> (Inclusive of every item.
salaries, wages, provisions, medicines, fuel and
Kght, en-.), as against Jl7B 42 for the preceding
year. Building operations have been conducted
on .i vast scale <>n luring Island i.n.l on Ward's
Island fur the aci ommodatton of patients of the
Manhattan State Hosj-itii!. Further experimental
stuoK-s have been prosecuted by Professor At-
»u!rr. thf Government food expert, with a view
to a more i.utrltlous and at the same time more
economic. .1 <iti.ttntc for the Insane of New-York.

The Commission returned to their homes In other
State* ami countries during the ytar 115 non-resi-
dent- and alien patients at a total cost of $4,541 W.
Groat difficulty had been experienced l>y the Com-
mlnslon in securing the deportation of aliens, by

reason Of the refusal of many steamsh.p companies
.«• t:..- most undesirable class of passengers,

even when accompanied '•>• trained attendants. Th«
Commission ha* collected iiurltm th«- year through
at;,mi.- appointed fur the purpose $122.5«> « from the
relative! ¦•' Insane patients liabie for their support.
i,• -l in addition, has received from private or so-
called "bond" eases J8.\333 13.

THE NATIONAL GUARD.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY GENERAL ROE. THE

COMMANDING OFFICER.

Albany. Dec. Sl.—The annual report of Major-Gen-

eral Charles F. Roe. commanding officer of the
National Guard, was made public to-day. Itshows
the aggregate strength of the National Guard on
September 30, 1900, to be 14,251. divided as follows:
Commissioned officers. 855; enlisted "wen, 13,396. The
report says:

A grand total of 10.045 enlisted men and 6eamen
qualified in general and supplementary practice,
the same being 83.74 per cent of the number prac-

The condition of the Guard is much improved
since the last report, with the exception of a few
organizations. The attention paid to the detailed
work, books and Internal discipline Is marked. The
ehanee of having the Inspections and musters in
the fall of th* ytar only a month preceding the re-
port to the Governor as to the condition of the
Guurd is believed to be much more satisfactory, as
it shows the actual condition of the Guard at that
time, and after a period of vacation. The perform-
ance of field service and practice marches by the
organizations in camp this year was very satis-
factory.
Idesire to call special attention to the fine show-

ing of the Guard in small arms practice; the llgures
.show a decided Improvement over last year.

Under the head of recommendations the com-
manding officer urges that the appropriations be
sufficiently increased to warrant ordering the whole
of the Guard for field service each year, which will
eventually prove to be eood economic policy and
of groat benefit to the State and Nation, as It will
materially increase the efficiency of the Guard.
It is earnestly recommended that steps be taken

to acquire land in r«ar of the long range targets

at Creedmoor. this being absolutely necessary to
make the range safe.

— . .. .
SAYS hi: is responsible FOR BELLE-

VUE'S .EXPLANATIONS
TO BE ASKED.

John "W. Keller. Commissioner of Charities,

who has been illInhis apartments at the IN*
-

Amsterdam Hotel for some day." M able to
receive callers yesterday, and in the course of
the day he not only granted a number of inter-
views, but attended to some business relating to
the administration of Bellevue Hospital. He
yesterday discharged seventeen employes of the
hospital, owing:toa shortage of the funds. This
shortage. it is said, was due to a failure on the
part of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
ment to make a sufficient appropriation for the
hospital expense. Among the Commissioner's
callers yesterday jyere Deputy Charities Com-
missioner Brennan, Secretary Borden. of the
Charities Department; Superintendent O'Rourke.
of Bellevue Hospital; Dr. Allan Fitch and Dr.
Robert W. Hills,of the State Board of Charities.

Commissioner Keller was seen later in the day
by a Tribune reporter. When asked concerning

the charge made by Dr. "Weston that the Com-
missioner of Charities was alone responsible for
the conditions of affairs at Bellevue Hospital, he

said:
Iknow Iam responsible, and Iam not trying

to shift the responsibility. 1 am responsible for
the affair, and am not trying to make a scape-
goat out of Superintendent O'Rourke or any-
body else. The conditions at Bellevue will be
thoroughly investigated, and all offenders pun-
ished.

' ''
Iwish Itto be understood that Ihave no ill

feeling for the members of the Bellevue Medical
Board. Iam not antagonising any member of
that Board. Isent a letter to Dr. Charles I*
Dana, president of the Board, some days ago. in
which Irecited the alleged evils in the hospital
and asked some questions about the hospital in-
struction and administration. That the learned
Medical Board is thoroughly qualified to treat
patients Ihave not the slightest doubt. Ifthat
Medical Board were to do something that was
not right and could not show Itself tobe right.I
would then take steps to right matters. ItIs
not for me to say as to the methods of treatment
to be made by the members of the' Board. Since
Ihave been Commissioner of Charities Ihave
never turned down a recommendation made fay
that Board for the appointment of an interne.
Of course. Ihave supreme authority over Belle-
vue Hospital, and Icould dispense with the
services of the Medical Board.

DR. FITCH TO EXPLAIN.
Iam not going to act hastily Inmy efforts to

better the condition of affairs at Bellevue Hos-
pital. Iam going to act In a manner satisfac-
tory to myself. IfIcannot make better the con-
ditions there, the public may criticise me. There
will be a thorough examination of the insane
pavii:on. There are certain things that Dr.Fitch
has got to explain. Ifhe cannot explain them
satisfactorily to me, then he willhave to suffer.
At present Ihave Instituted what Icall a police
service at the hospital. Iappointed Dr. Schultz
for the purpose of seeing that patients were not
maltreated, and not to treat them.
Idemand of Superintendent O'Rourke that

the general condition of affairs in the hospital
shall be to the benefit of the patients. He has
not as yet offered to me an altogether satis-
factory explanation regarding certain things. I
shall conduct no formal public investigation, but
any person who has a complaint to make should
make it to me. The reports about the alleged
brutality at the hospital are greatly exagger-
ated. More than twenty-four thousand cases
were treated at the hospital in the year, and the
number of complaints of iii treatment are com-
paratively few.

SAYS OLD ABUSES CONTINUE.
General James R. O'Beirne, who was one of

the Commissioners of Charities under Mayor

Strong, said yesterday that it was manifest that
many of the abuses existing in Bellevue six
years ago. had not been rectified. He continued:

My Investigation of affairs there proved be-
yond a doubt that patients were robbed in the
most flagrant manner. Itwas a common report
that some of the members of the house staff ob-
tained money from patients for transferring
them to another hospital. At least these reports
were common when Itook office. Soon after I
was appointed a contractor who was taken to

Bellevue while on a spree was robbed of $4,000.
He preferred to lose the money rather than risk
publicity. He had the money when he was
taken to the ambulance, and not a cent when he
left Bellevue. To safeguard th- valuables and
money of patients, searchers were appointed
whileIwas a Charities Commissioner, and they
were under bonds. It was their duty to search
patients on arriving at the hospital, and to
make a record of the money and valuables of
the patients in the presence of another per-
son, and to keep the money or valuables in a
safe plac- until the patient was discharged.

While 1 was in office one of the members of
the house staff was suspended for taking money
for having a patient removed to another hos-
pital. This suspension was later removed. There
were many complaints against Dr. Allan Fitch,
the examiner in lunacy, for accepting large fees
for the services for which he was paid a salary.
Dr. Fitch was examined on this matter, and
declared that under the law he was entitled to

a $25 f»»e. provided the patient's family could
afford to pay it. It was finally agreed that in
such cases Dr. Fitch might accept a fee no
greater than that amount.

ALL CHARGES TO BE LOOKED INTO.
Commissioner Keller said yesterday that all

reports about robberies of patients would be

thoroughly Investigated; also the reports about
the undertakers' trust.
It has been learned at the hospital that a

young man representing himself tobe a reporter

of a weekly publication went to the hospital

and without the knowledge of officials secured

a complete list of the names and addresses of
every patient in the hospital. This list was
furnished to a Second-aye. undertaker, who was
thus enabled to get the first Information when a
death occurred in the hospital.

Another nurse was suspended from Bellevue
Hospital yesterday. This was on complaint of
Dr. Joseph D. Bryant. The nurse. D. J. Rooney.
of Ward No. 4. was accompanying Dr. Bryant
on a. visit to the patients in Ward No. 3. At
the MillsTraining School Itcould not be learned
why the nurse was suspended. Rooney will
appear to-morrow before the Board of Managers
of the MillsTraining School. The managers will
to-morrow resume their Investigation of the
charges against the nurses of the school.

Letters were mailed to the members of the
Medical Board of Bellevue Hospital yesterday,
giving notice of the monthly meeting of the
Board to-morrow.

from any serious evils aad rendering beneficent
public service.

One of the most important features of the Board s
work is that which relates to the supervision of
institutions for the care of dependent children.
There are 122 such institutions in this State in re-
ceipt of public moneys, and their inmates number
nearly 30.000. More than lS.Ofto children were dis-
charged from such Institutions during the year.
showing the almost constant change of population
that is going on in them.

KELLER TAKES BLAME.

A m sT nF i'Kni rsSOR EGLESTOy.

ARMY OFFICERS OF TWO WARS.-The ef-
'

fort of the Senate to incorporate In the pend-ing Army bill a clause giving to Army officers
who served in the Civil War as well as in theSpanish war the right already enjoyed by naval
officers to retire in the next higher grade is likely
to succeed unless the bill falls altogether. Ad-
jutant-General Corbln has completed a list of the

'
Regular Army officers who will be benefited by
this equalizing of the law for the two services.
The number of officers in the respective grades

'
who saw duty nearly forty years ago and are stillon the active list is as follows: Colonels, staff 34-colonels, line. 33: lieutenant-colonels, staff 31 l'leu-tenant-colonels, line. 42: majors, staff. 30: majors

UUns.
58i:CXI268*taff'l!CaPtaln8 'Une 27: chap-

New Year Is the Time
To Turn Over a New Leaf.

As you value your health, re-
solve not to drink blended whis-
kies. (Nearly all whiskies art
blended.) They arc more profit-

OLD
CROW

RYE
is straight HANDMADE SOUR
MASH Whiskey.

Gold Medal awarded

for purity. Pari>. 1000.

H. B. kirk & CO.,
* v r;vr-

"Wine Merchants. Established t-».V5.

PROTECTING FISH AND GAME.
Albany, Dee. 31.—The annual summary of the

work of the Forest. Fish and Game Commission
shows that the Commission has collected and
passed over to the State Treasury a total of $13.-
29373, made up as follows:

_
„„..

Fines and penalties. 16.609 67; trespasses. 12.013 31;
net licenses. 11.651: shellfish rental*. $2.173 41: mis-
cellaneous. $Sl7 35. The total collections to the
close of the current year amount to $16,933 55.

Extensive Improvements have been made to the
State reservation on the St. Lawrence, known as
the International Park.

The State flsh rulturlst, acting under the direc-
tion of the Commission, has distributed in the
various water* of the State the enormous total of
219.135.19S nun of different kinds.

During the year the game protectors destroyed
2615 Illegal devices for the capture of fish and
game, which were valued at $30.412 35. and the De-
partment prosecuted a total of 357 offenders against
the fish and game laws, securing 33S convictions.
Th« re were also 63 •cases of trespass on State lands
which were taken into court and convictions se-
cured.

The area of forest controlled and cared for by the
Commission at the close of the current year
amounts to 1.870.923 acres. Of this total. 1.2h).357
acres are Included in the Adirondack preserve, and
79.941 acres in the CatsklUn.

DFEEBVING NATIONALPENSIONERS.-New-
York friends of Major-General Henry W. Lawton

are rom»Utotog that the bill to give his widow a

fren.lon of MOV a month has been amended !n the

Esaate to the extent of cutting the amount down

ItA-'SSO a month. The principle which apparently

has governed the Senate In thus cutting down the

amoral U that the widows of all Army officers

CjgLg la the line of duty should receive a uniform
pens on The amount seems to have been fixed at

$&0 a nionili by the bill passed at the last session
Wiving this person to the widow of Colonel Stotsen-
burg whose husbaad was killed while leading the

\-ebra**a regiment In battle at the outbreak of the

-.surrectlOß la the Philippines. Colone. Stotsen-
mag% rank. ln the Regular Army was that of first

lieiuenaat. The friends of Colonel Liscum. who
wait :.taring the a«e of retirement when he

was killed to the gallant charge of the 9th
Infantry at Tlen-Tsln. China, are going to

make an effort to get his widow a. pension com-

mensurate with her requirements. Aside from the

long an* honorable service of her husband, Mrs.

Llfurr. has won on her own account special con-
sideration. Returning soldiers from the Philip-

pines—orMccrs. as well as enlisted men— in
declaring that Mrs. Liscum for nearly two years

«&.- veritably a ministering angel to the sick and
wo r.dt-d to the hospitals around Manila. She and
Mr* l.afcrton were the leaders In this work, and
labored wiUra love and devotion to the cause that
cooled ¦tsW a fevered brow In the far off Phllip-
xs\T.rf mm ,-oothed many an aching mother's heart
fn America by letters written home about the con-
dition sir the brave deeds of "the boys. .

As ¦ far as known no application has yet been
[made 'or a pension for Mrs. Liscum. but when It
laims(so It willbe backed by an influence seldom
er-.ise* la such a cause.

Till' T!RK IN WEBSTER DAVIS'S FORT-
T*NK.~ X-:iorts which reach Washington from the
Weat indicate that the somewhat fickle and emo-
tion*! Webster Davis not only has found congenial

snvlronm»Tit in the Popocratic camp, but that a
great ware of prosperity has engulfed him since he
(ore* MM allegiance to the Republican party and
••pouted Bryanlini because the English army was
pern • 'ci toy this Government to overrun Oom Paul
Kr -•' s country. Mr.Davis was Ansis:ant Secre-
tary 'if Mm Interior, as we!! as a Republican, until
C -. -red South Africa. Now he Is not only a
Wo\- rat of high degree, but Is also rapidly ap-

DraarhinE: the state of that- most hateful of alt
©M"

•- to Popocracy. to wit. a Plutocrat with a
Mk I"* He Is putting up with his own money
hi..' k t-.f-r block of expensive buildings In Kansas
City; H!« sudden flight to affluence, even better
than Mr • xpertenc* In statesmanship, shows the
<••".!>' rtinil ¦-• open to "young- Absaioms" In Amer-
ica

•'provl<i<'rt..of course, every "young Absalom"
LV, the irm:rra raent. the silver tongue

JUS the frugal hJiblta of M.. Hon. Webster !¦:,¦. ,
!_;

— -
ro DlfiCVfiH yrxiriPAi. itISRULIS."
„• City Club will liv,a dinner ne«t Friday

.¦»lt. at wtJlrh the ir^n^ra' topic of discussion »•! !

/•?The C«ui»» of Our Pr^sf-nt .\!..n!<-ii ••» I Misrule."

/he «pe«ker« will >- M!-hr,r Potter, Mark Twain.
Jam** C.,Carter. V.'. U. ItaMwlr: Jr.. a- 1 r.-*sl-
B>r.t King of the Merchants' Afsocl-iUon. Amon?
Cottiirno ha- hern invited to li* nr<--«f-nt ar>3
Ilß^hinn B.i Hewitt \V B-.'irke C^kran. A>x-
fcwJer E Orr, 8». Clalr Mc*>lway. CharK-a Sprague
fSSSLjBMbtn C. Morris an-i Joel H. ErbArdJu

ASKS COURT TO VACATi: IT* OMDBM.

TO BE PLACED IN THE NEW ASSEMBLY
HALL.OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY.

The students of Columbia University are having
made a bronse bust of the late Professor Thomas
Egleston, who founded the Columbia School of
Mines In1864. The bust willbe placed In the new
Assembly Hall ot the University.

The plaster cast of the bust is completed, except
for a few finishing touches. Dr. Chandler, of Co-
lumbia, has declared that tt Is more like Professor
Egleston than any photograph ever taken of him.
William Couper. the sculptor. Is making the bust
Itis of heroic slse. and represents Professor EgUs-

ton in bis robe Atits base there willbe an Inscrip-
tion, reading:

CONGRESSIONAL VISITORS TO THE ACAD-
EMIES—The members of Congress who will serve
on the Boards of Visitors to the Military Academy
and Naval Academy have been named by the
Speaker of the House. Those who willserve on the
West Point Board are: Mahon, of Pennsylvania;
Landls. of Indiana, and Hay. of Virginia. Of theseRepresentatives Mr. Hay is the only one serving
on the Commute, on Military Affairs. The Boardor Visitors to Annapolis will include Representa-
tives Pearre. of Maryland; Loud, of California andMyer, of Louisiana. The latter Is the only mem-
ber of the Board who is also a member of the
House Naval Committee.

IMPROVING THE CANALS.

WORK ACCOMPLISHED UNDER COLONEL
PARTRIDGE FOR THE YEAR.

Albany. Dec. 31—Th* year 1900 closes the second
year of the administration of Colonel John N.
Partridge, of Brooklyn, ns Superintendent of Pub-
lic Works. The year has not btin so successful.
bo far as navigation is concerned, aa w;is the pre-
vljub year, although the totals for business dune
will measure well up to the three or four years

preceding.
The Legislature of 1899 made appropriations au-

thorizing a large number of Improvements, such as
the construction of bridges, th.: building of dikes,

etc. The Legislature of X9OU made still further
appropriations along this line, and the Superin-
tendent has succeeded in K«tti:iK ;ilnn>«t all «.'f this
special work either completed, under way, or un-
<ler coi tract to be completed at an early ilute. 1n<;

department uas under coistrurtioi: extensive
bridges of the latest dcsißn at Waterferd. West
Troy Mlndeu, T'tlea. Koine, Syracuse, Rochester,

Lorkbort and other places. Som<- of these bridges
call for an expenditure of upwurd of <75,000.

The policy benun by Superintendent Partridge
duriiiK the nr.«t year of his administration of rt-
.onstructlnK the towing path by grading, fravel-flns and rolling, his been continued during tkie la-it
year with the res.ilt that the towing nath from
end to end of th<- Erie and Ohamplain canals Is In
better condition than had been known for a great
many years.

The Superintendent, as a member of the Canal
Board has had to devote a great deal of his time
In the consideration of claims against the State
growing out of the |9,000,0u0 canal improvement,
and still more time has hud to be devoted to the
running down of the marauders who for years
made a business of destroying State property that
they might profit by patronage of the forces en-
gaged in making the repairs. These men had head-
quarters at Forestport. Through the services of his
own force and those of skilled detectives the Dis-
trict Attorney of Onelda County was enabled to
secure the indictment of fifteen men. who. with one
or two exceptions, have been convicted on trial or
confessed, and' have been made to pay the penalty.

STATE CIVIL.SERVICE RECORD.
Albany. Dec 31.—According to the report of the

State Civil Service Commission, during the year
1900, 4.000 persons have applied for competitive ex-
amination and 3.700 persons have been examined.
The number of appointments made during the year
has not yet been ascertained, but willexceed the
number of appointments made during the year 1899.

On June 16 the Commission extended the rules so
as to include positions in the Civil Service of the
counties of Krle. New* York. Kings. Queens and
Richmond. This action brought under the Juris-
diction of the Commission about thirteen hundred
employes, making the number of places now sub-ject to the State Civil Service rules about nine
thousand.

THOMAS Ki-.1.K51-'iN

Founder and First Professor of the School
of Mines uoM).

Died January 13, WOO.

A Token of Grateful Remembrance From

the Students of Columbia University.

MDCCCC.
FIFTH AVf. AUCTION ROOMS,

?33 &TH AY. WIT B. NORMAN. Auctioneer.
THIS (TUESDAY) AFTERNOON

AT 'I O'CLOCK
sal fallowing days, at —me aw.'

. ART FROM THE ORIENT.
A HOST IMPORTANT COLLECTION

OP (IS MALES OK
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SILK RUGS,
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ALL OF THE Pl.\E«rr i|l UITYAnd-.nv«t Art!a*.!« Designs.

SPECIALLY IMPORTED FOR THIS SALft

DR. RAISSFORD ILL WITH GRIP.
The Rev. Dr Wllilam S. Ralnsford. pastor of St.

Georges Protestant EpUcopel Church. Stuyvesant
Date«f n«rordaf Ficnreaf

Bee The Tribune Almanac, lOOL.

IMPROVING STATE BUILDINGS.
Albany. Dec. 31.— H. K.Bender, Superintendent of

Public Buildings, in his annual report to the Legis-
lature will enumerate in detail the needed repairs.
Improvements and addition* made to the Capitol,
the Executive Mansion, the State Hall, the Agri-
cultural and Geological Hall and the Capitol boilerhouse during the year 1900.

The Executive Mansion has been thoroughly reno-vated, repaired, repainted and redecorated wherenecessary, together with the furniture an 1 fixtures t
Which it contains. Tho walls •' two greenhouses

'

have been rebuilt, and -all have been painted Insideand out. Special attention has been Klv*n to nut- Iting the plumbing and drainage on the premises In
first class sanitary condition.

'
The .Agricultural and Geological Hall has beenpractically rebuilt under an appropriation recom-

mended by the Superintendent and passed by th.
last Legislature. ...

Tho Assembly Chamber and lobby have been en-•:-.. refitted with now carpets, new curtains andnew chairs for the members. The new chairs are
of mnhogany and upholstered in leather, and are
marie, in varying sizes to accommodate tha diversity.
ot physique of the Assemblymen.

The School pf Mines long ago outgrew Its name,I The School pf Mines lons ago outgrew Its name.
nn.l, as Its fun.-tiMU nuw.l. l.^k the nw.«
Th« Schools of Applied Sciences, which now include.

Ithe Schools of Mines and Metallurgy, the School
of Chemistry, the School of Architecture m the
iSchools .it engineering.
I William. I .;,r who is mnklnsr the bust, is a
Icoworker with Daniel C. French. Mr Couper
was born In Virginia. lie spent twenty- three years

, In Italy, where ho did considerable work. Thrr.
year* ago he. returned to the United States, and

; since then he has marie many busts and other
pieces of sculpture. among which are the "Moses,"
which surmounts the Appellate Court house, and
the "Guardian Angel," which Is to be placed on a

Itower In Methuen, Mass.

NEW-YORK MAN OBJECTS TO BEING WITNESS |
BEFORE TRIALINCHICAGO RAILWAY SUIT.

Newburg D. Lawton. through his counsel, W. Ben- I
ton Crisp, yesterday applied to Justice Blanchard, •

in the Supreme Court, for an order vacating an •

order made by the Court directing the examination
'

ofMr.Lawton as a witness before trial inan action
brought by John H. Witbeck against the Chicago
General Railway Company and other defendants
for the recovery of 1121.072, which the plaintiff al-
leges he lent the defendants, and the return of cer-
tain securities which he was to receive as collateral
for his loan. The suits had been brought in the
Circuit Court of Cook County. 111., and Mr.Lawton
Is in this State.

Mr. Witbeck set forth that In January. 1900, he
lent the $121,1011 on a distinct agreement that certain
securities were to be given to him. Some of the
securities, he alleges, were delivered to a thirdperson, but the agreement was broken on January
29 last by a majority of the Beard of Directors of
the defendant company. Among the directors
named are C.L. Bonny and L.C. Bonny. Mr. .Law-
ton is a..- named as concerned in the alleged vio-
lation of the agreement. The plaintiffalleges fraud.
The allegations are denied by «hr defendants named
and the officials of the Chicago General Railway
Company. Justice Blanc--.- : reserved his decision.

To De Sure . <

•&•• 'Ilia TriUujiiAlumnae IDOL.

CONVICT LABOR ON HIGHWAYS.
Albany. Dec. 81.— State Prison Commission

during the last year has given much attention to
the employment of jail prisoners In highway im-
provements, and has persistently urged this mat-
ter upon the attention of Sheriffs and Boards of Su-
pervisors. In quite a number of counties in the
State these suggestion* have been accepted, ¦ and
the Jail convicts are either employed in improving
highways or inpreparing stone to be used on high-
ways. In still other counties this suggestion is
under discussion by the Board of Supervisors.
During the year the Commission Issued a large
number of certificates permitting the purchase by
officers and institutions. In the open market, of
goods which the prisons were unable to supply.

REPORT OF CHARITY BOARD. .
Albany, Dec. During 1.19 year which ter-

minates to-day the State Board of Charities visited
and Inspected all of the institutions, societies nnri
associations, more than five hundred In number,
within Its Jurisdiction, pointing out to the authori-
ties of such Institutions any evils, defects or abuses
rewiring remedy. . The result of thin work has
been the Improvemrtit of r*vf.ral huniirrd public.
and prlvatn charitable lneUtutiouM, and iho Hoard
Is able to report that for the mop; ;in.rt such In-
stitutions ar- In good coidUun. comparatively frco

NEW-YORK DAILY' TJKIBUISE. TUESDAY. .fAIs^ARV 11901.

MIMY AMj .V.ID XOTES. 'MANY ANNITAI REPORTS
Square, his been suffering from an attack of grip

for the last two or three days. Dr. Ralnsford is

not seriously, ill."_•He is"confined to his house-,, but
expects. to be about again In a short time.

4

WASHINGTON M-W,> NuTh.:

REFUXDJXG OPEBATIOXS CLOSED.

A i-.HEAT SUCCESS. SAYS ASSISTANT

SECRETARY
<VANDERLIP-j:O;7C0

ICC<JlCC<J
IN INTEREST SAVED.

Wcshlngion. Doc. -Refunding operations un-
der the financial i.-. of MarehTiiSfcist closed to-
day. the book* of U» Tr«s\iry;t?epurtinent bavins

'

been open for tha exchange of bonds for nine and,
one-half months. Indiscussing the subject to-day.

Assistant Secretary Vanderllp said:
The refunding has been successful traps every

point of visv.: Holders of the old bonds. Ss. 43 anil.
£s of IMS. 19CT and UM. respectively, have volun-
tarily offered for exchange Into 2s approximately-
9W.0M.M0 oat of IHs.Ms.fiQs. leaving outstanding of
this part of the Interest bearing public debt Tees
than one-half the amount subject to the law. Ex-
act figures willnot b» known for sereial days, a*
pome bonds are still In transit.

~

The net saving to the Government of Interest by

these transactions is.substantially 410.iUM.00. Thi<-
savins has been accomplished by the payment now
of the sun of $i?,r00.C30. which is really an anticipa-
tion of J32.0C10.0C0 Interest which would have had to

b*. paid within the next eight years, in case th»
old bonds were permitted to run to maturity. The
difference is the net savins.

The 4 per cents of 1007 have been "changed In
greater amount than any other class, their\totyj-
up to and including December 29 being J3M.009.0JJ.
Of the 3 per cents of 190s $96,000,000 were exchanged,
and of the 5 per cents of ISO! R0.300.000. .

The Secretary of the Treasury still has author-
ity under the law to resume refunding should ne>
deem itproper to do so. Whether or not refund-
Ing willbe resumed depends largely upon whether
the interests of the Treasury seem to require Itat
anytime in the future.

''
The public debt la now in far better condition for

retirement than ever before. It may well be
doubted whether the Treasury within the next eight
years, during which the bonds subject to refund-
meat were to mature, could have discharged that
total indebtedness of »«M» The present sink-
ins fund requirements are substantially *0.00».06ft
a year, and the retirement of the public debt;ran
be more easily accomplished at the rate of W>jWft*;»
for each of the next eight years than if the Secre-
tary of the Treasury had been confronted with the
problem of disposing of an average of J1CO.0jO.00)
a year.

The success of the operation Is due mainly to two

causes— one being a well fortified Treasury. and
therefore magnificent public credit; the other, ana
less sentimental reason, being the greater advan-
tage which the new 2 per cent consols offer to

National banks us- a basis for the security of cir-
culating notes. The banks of the country have ex-
changed j:01.9C0.0<» of the old bonds for the new
ones, while individual holders have exchanged »1«8.-
001.000.

The Department has taken pains to conduct th«
refunding operations promptly, and no delays have
been encountered by those presenting bonds for
exchange. Checks have been forwarded dally for
premiums paid. Notwithstanding the magnitude
of the transaction it has been conducted absolutely
without friction of any kind.

There Is another feature of the operations of th»
financial act which merits attention, and that in the.
effect of the law upon National banks. From
March U to date 335 new banks have been organ-
ised, of which 280 were with a capital stock leas
than $50,000 and 115 with a capital stock over that
amount. The aggregate capital of the former class
was $7.372.0n0 and of the latter $12,650,000. a total
addition to banking capital of $9,022,000. Bank note
circulation in the mean time has increased by the
sum of $83,293. m

-
The Department isgratified to note that the prin-

cipal increase in the smaller clans banks is through-
out the Western and Southwestern States, section*
¦which heretofore were unable toaccept the benefits
of the National Bank act. owing to its illiberal pro-
visions.

ADJUTANT-GEN. HOFFMAN'S REPORT.
Albany, Dec. 31.—Adjutant-General Edward M.

Hoffman to-day submitted to Governor Roosevelt
his annual report. Among other things the report
says:

Allorganizations of the National Guard and Naval
Militia are now well equipped for active service
with the exception of the hospital corps of ths
various commands and the supplying or this im-
portant branch of the service with the best obtain-
able equipment is being rapidly advanced.

The transferring of the 13th Regiment from the
Infantry to the heavy artillery service has neces-
sitated a large expenditure to equip it with *he
necessary guns and Instruments for instruction pur-

The Hoard of officers which originally prepared
the military code has bten convened to consluer
and report upnr. such amendments to it as are
deemed advisable to present to the Legislature for
its consideration. The recommendations contained
in the report of the Major-General commanding.
setting forth the necessity of increased appropria-
tions for (ho National Guard, are heartily approved.
the object being that the practical instruction may
be further extended.
Idesire to especially recommend that the appro-

priation for rebairs and betterments of armories
\>f Increased. The reason for this will be appar-
ent when it is considered that the Increase in aga

of the urmories makes the cost of repairs greater
year by year. It Is also deslrnblo that the Armory

Commission should have Its funds appropriated in
a lump sum in order that they may be expended
t«n those armories most needing the repairs. As a
rule, the armories and arsenals, camp grounds, etc..
are well cared for by those immediately in charge.
and the interests of the State looked after thor-
oughly.

ARMY BUYS A TRANSPORT.— The Quarter-
master-General of the Army has lust closed a deal
whereby the Army Transport Service acquires
possession of me steamship Samoa, a vessel of
10.000 tons register. This will be the largest
transport owned by the Government. She will be
renamed, acc^rdiner to the custom of the War De-
partment, after some prominent dc.-id Army officer.
The vessel Is now on the way to Hong-Kong, and
willbe delivered to the United States upon her ar-
rival there. It is the Intention of the War Depart-
ment, ifpossible, to have the vessel fitted up at
Hong-Kong with accommodations to bring home a
load Df volunteers from the Philippines. After
her arrival at San Francisco she willbe fitted up
for use as combination freight and animal ship.

WESTCBESTER COUXTY.

MOUNT VERSON.
The new century was ushered in by the Mount

Vernon people with numerous private and public
celebration*, and by the ringing of bells and the
blowing of whistles. Midnight masses were held
in the three Roman Catholic churches, and a
watchnight service was held in the First Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. Century services wers
also held in Trinity Episcopal "hurch and the
Church of the Ascension. This morning at old
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, in Ea*r Chester,
there will be mornlrg prayer. The old church,
which was used as a hospital in the Revolutionary
War, has witnessed the Incoming of three centuries.


