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With a growing strike in his shipyard. Mr.
Nixon, the head ot the Tammany disinfecting

corps, seems to have troubles of his own to
look after, as well as those of the moribund
Tiger.

3frto^itrrkihnls £ril>irnc.

The suggestion was made long ago that if the

Federal Government could be persuaded to turn

over that ayreeaole island to this city for con-
version into a public park, and to establish its
military post elsewhere, the benefit and advan-
tage to New-York would be highly acceptable

and gratifying. Itis unfortunate that the New-
Yorkers of earlier generations did not take a
long look ahead and decide to reserve both Gov-
ernor's Island and Blaekwell's Island for public
pleasure grounds. It is not probable now that

either of them will ever be transformed into a
place of general recreation. But how much the

attractions of the metropolis would have been

enhanced had these two islands been Included
in the park areas!

die before Iwake." "There'll be a hot time in the
old town to-night!"

The small daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Goss.
of South bewiston. had been wishing and sighing
for a ride for a long time. Finally the pr m;s. I

opportunity came The little miss was tucked up

in the robes, and al! was ready for th.- start, when
she suddenly bowed her head and folded her nan Is
under her chin. "Oh. God." she said, "don't let tt
rain, or don't let the wind blow to-day, for Iwant
to take this ride. Amen." Then to her fatli. r *he
said: "Allright, papa, you can go along now. Ive
given God His orders!"

A Lewiston laddie of three has been taught to
say "Now Ilay me." Last night,after his mother
had prepared htm for his crib, she said. "And now
the prayer." But. turning his face away, the laddie
said. "Ican't; I'm too bashful."

He Is the cousin of a chubby four-year-old wi»o»e
home is In New-York. This little man has Also
been started up in the way he should go. On* day
he visited some relation by the name of Join a, H--
was not treated just as 'his highness considered
fitting, and he resented it for a time. But ¦¦aa

prayer time came he relented enough to frame this
petition, which he tacked on to the end of the sec-
ond prayer: "Please. God. bless papa ami mamma,
and grandpa and grandma, and even the Joneses!"
—(Lewiston (Me.) Journal.

The Sultan, it is said, has renewed an old decree
forbidding Jews to remain in Palestine for more
than three months. It is aimed at pilgrimsand trar
dtrs, hut more tapaeWsy at the various colonlea
connected with the Zionist movement, for the de-
cieo expressly forbids the acquisition by Jews of
landed property. ItIs believed that the time motive
of this action is to be sought In St. Petersburg. As
most of the colonists in Palestine speak German.
their presence Is jealously regarded by the Rus-
sians as a means of promoting German ex.
in Asia Minor. The "Xovoe Vremya" frankly ad-
mits ns much, declaring that it Is "particularly .tis-
agreeable and trying f..r us Russians" to see how
the Germans continue to consolidate their position
In the Near East. "We enn live at peace with Tur-
key." continues the writer, "and help her to dis-
pose of or to prevent eewmctfl between her Mahom-
etan ;in.l Christian population, but that is Impos-
sible if in political matters Turkey has counsellors
Whose interest it Is to fish in troubled waters."

A log house, to cost $73,000. Is being erected by a
Philadelphia?! on Warren's Island, Gllkey's Har-
bor, Me. The house whs beß\in by the late W. H.
FolweU, of this city, and i.s being completed by
bis sou. Nathan P. Foiwell. to whom the property
was willed, with the provision that It should be
flnlihed according to the plans adopted. The log
hut. as some of the neighbors call it, is KXt by :*">
feet, Had Is built of unp^eled spruce timber cut
"[¦on the island. An expert log cabin builder from
Virginia is superintending the erection of the
building, and la copying the style that prevailed in
Virginia a century or more h«jo. The house will
co.-italn twenty-two sleeping rooms, a living halt
dining room, kitchen, laundry and storeroom, all
very large rooms. There will be six bay windows
and a hundred of the ordinary kind. Many of the.
windows will be fitted with panes of glass four by
five feet. The roof is Kabled. The livinghall Will
be finished with Kilt moulding, and from the win-
dows one can look across the Camden Mountains.
famous for their beauty. TMs view caused Mr.
Folwell to have placed above the Immense open
fireplace a lance marble tablet, with the inscrip-
tion. "How beautiful are the mountain-"," from
Isaiah. IPhiladelphia Record.

ship srHsinr.

If the sanitary conditions existing: in Havana
continue to improve under the administration
of the United States as they have of late the
Insurance companies may be persuaded to reduce
their rates on life risks there. A report Issued
by Major \V. C. Qorajaa, surgeon In the I'nited

States Army and chief sanitary . ttlcer of Ha-
vana, shows thnt the number of deaths In De-
cember, I.mm, wus 4S"». whereas the average for
the corresponding month during the lust eleven
yean Is 868! The next best record was mad.- la
lv.tt, when the number was 834.

THE SLW.< THIS MOKKIKG.
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THE GOVBMKOR AND THE MERIT SYSTEM.
Wo have not joined In the criticism passed

upon Governor Odell for wishing to reorganize
the State Civil Servb-e Commission. That body

is one which maintains close personal relations
with him. comparable in some respects with
that which Cabinet officers maintain with the
President, and it was unquestionably the intent
of the law which made the tenure of the Com-
missioners dependent on the Governor's pleas-
tire that be should be free to constitute the
Commission to reflect his own ideas. The work
of Colonel Hurt, who has been since the admin-
istration of Governor Morton the minority mem-
ber of the Commission, has commended him to

the favor of a large number of active Civil
Service reformers, and they strongly desired his
retention l<y Governor Odell. Having looked to

Colonel Hurt so long ns a chief bulwark of the
merit system of Ihis State against the nttacks
of politicians, they are perhaps not unnaturally
grieved at his retirement and inclined to look
with some foreboding to the future.

Neilher ihelr regrets nor their forebodings,
however, are the true standard by which to

measure the < Jovernol's action. Even those who
most thoroughly belit-ve in tlie value of Colonel
Hurt's services to the State in behalf of the
merit system must in fairness wait with open
mind to see the result of this net of 1111 Execu-
tive who al the beginning of bla administra-
tion has done so much to command the respect

and confidence of nil friends of good govern-

ment. It Governor ((dell's Commission proves

to be an efficient guardian of the merit system.

and under it the Civil Service is Improved, as

he is personally responsible for the Instruments
of the achievement be will receive the credit
for it. If.on the other band, the service should
show signs of demoralization and the spoils

men tbOUld Intrench themselves more lilllil.V
than now tinder new Commissioners, it
would not be forgotten thai the removal of a
man regarded by reformers as their friend was
one of the earliest acts of Governor OdeU'a ad-
ministration. The quality of the ad is to be
judged solely by its results to the State. The

Governor willbe responsible for these results,

good or bad. aiui pending their achievement is
entitled to ¦ free baud commensurate with hi*

responsibility.

Nixon to "Tim" Sullivan: "Tea. Nix.ni That's
my name. You say Iought to have lockjaw.
You ought to have the lockup. So there 1

Hah!"

THE QDEEX'S HEALTH.

Disquieting reports come from I/union today

concerning the health of the Queen. Itdoes not
appear that Her Majesty is In an Immediately

precarious condition. She hns tor the last day
or two. however, not been as well as usual, and
symptoms or ailments which In a younger per-

son miirht be passed over lightly must be re-
garded BMW seriously in the case of one of her
venerable years. For the Queen baa now far sur-
passed t'.ie fourscore years which the Psalmist
declares to be attained only with burdens and
sorrows. Several years ago her reign became
the longest one in English history. To-day her
life exceeds the span of that of any other
sovereign upon the English throne. At nearly

eighty-two rears her health must be an object

of profound solicitude; and the slightest Impair-

ment of It must be regarded with anxiety.

The Queen herself long a?<> banished from
her kingdom the last remains of purely per-
sonal government and established th«« constitu-
tional system In all its fulness and perfection.
Tor that reason her Increasing aye and tailing
strength suggest no menace of political disturb-
ance ami no peril to the integrity of her realm
or to the peace of th*- world. Solicitude for her
welfare and the desire for her maintenance In
health and strength arise from other and higher
motives than these. She— if we may adapt the
lines with the chanjre of a single- word-

Hath borne her faculties so meek, hath been
So clear in her great office.

that not only her own loyal subjects but the
whole -world would fain see her remain with
them yet many years as a noble and an en-

nobling example of woman, mother and sov-
ereign, It is amply lining that to-day alien
lands from Britain, and lands which know no
sceptred sovereign, should for her simple virt-
ues' Bake joinwith her kingdom and empire iv
the prayer, <;o<i save the Queen!

The officials Of Hudson County, on the other
side of the North River, have found It too ex-
pensive to own and carry on a county gas plant

tor the light of public building?, as they have
been doing for some years, SO they have decided
to get their supply hereafter from a private
company. In few cases In this country lias the
ownership of gas works by towns, cities or
counties been attended with success, and until
there Is a radical change for the better in the
average local governments disappointments are
likely to be the rule and not the exception.

The urban sketches with which Mr.Everett smsn
first attracted attention to himself in N'pw-York

exhibitions, *iot very long ago. held the promise of
work for which a sharp lookout has been kept in
some quarters. The promise Is partly, but only
partly, fulfilled in the collection of forty-six pastels

of Parts types which he now shows at the isJNwf
of Boussod. Valadon &Co. It19 fulfilled Inasmuch
as his style has been strengthened, declaring l"»e]f

with authority tn every one of the drawings. The

artist has a vision of his own; he wears his- man-
ner easily and naturally: one feels that he has
conclusively "found himself," and will go on clotna;

better and better things along lines on which his
grasp Is stronger than it was. But we cannot help

feeling also that he 1* a little too much In love
wlf this manner of his. that he more readily

makes a clever picture than a true one. Now and

then he la not only clever, but illuminating. "The

Milliner's Girl. Luxembourg Gardens," interprets a
type with accuracy and breathes The very spirit of
the place. But directly beneath it hangs a sketch

called "On the Boulevard" which is flatly incredi-
ble, both In Its rendering of types and in its* at-

mosphere; it gives neither the forms nor the senti-

ment of a Parisian boulevard. There are too many

pastels like this one in the. collection, and the ex-
planation would seem to lie not only in Mr Shinn's
disposition to exaggerate his notion of what a
street scene ought to look like in a picture, but In
the weakness of his drawing. Mis figures are tor»

loosely put together; in the effort to convey his
fleeting Impressions by means of deft suggestion

Mr. Shlnn forgets to treat the human form with

the respect Itdeserves— presumably because he has
not yet acquired full knowledge of the subject.

Degas, by whom it seema not Improbable that he

has been Influenced, would show him that it is not

enough to catch a piquant pass in sketching a
ballet dancer; the French master makes even his
most fugitive study of such a model consummate In
draughtsmanship and modelling, as sound In anat-

omy as In pictorial charm. Mr Shinn is at pres-
ent working on the surface. When he has pene-
trated further he will put fewer touches on Ma
paper and make those that are left more faithful
to the facts of nature. \V« have no doubt of his
ultimate success. He already has individualityand
skill: ?o fur as they go these past-Is are genuinely
artistic in feeling.

The importance of truth in art is aptly enforced
by the collection of Meryon's etchings-the collec-
tion formerly owned by Sir Francis Seymour

lladsn which now adorns the Wunderlich Gallery.

There ha-< been no more imaginative artist m the
whole history of etching than Meryon: but no
etcher, either, has surpassed him in the sheer elo-
quence of truth. The famous plates of "La Pompe

Notre-Dame." •Tourelle. Rue de TEcole de MMl-
cine" and "I.iGalerle de Notre-Dame" are brim-
ming over with the psychological interest that at-

taches to his genius; but they are also marked by

that rigid adherence to the truth which ought *>
place practical architects In the front rank of his
admirers. The distinction of this collection resides
in its inclusion of divers peculiarly important
"states" and of some extraordinarily beautiful im-
pressions. A number of the plates, like those in

the New-Zealand set. have only ¦* curious an.l his-
torical interest. The collection as a whole, haw-
ever, has rare value as showing MfllJOB in every

l>ha?e of hi* art. It should remain intact. In SBCn
»t.i1. It would be pleasant to see *t in the prim
department of the Public Library.

AN" INTERKSTINa PRESENTATION OF
' ' AKI>IN.\ [.

PIT.rOSES."

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: It is much to be regretted that, although

the Ship Subsidy bill was considered in com-
mittee and reported back, both in the Senate
and in the House, fore the summer adjourn-
ment, there seems to have been little general
discussion or its merits at that time. It is not
until now, within less than two months of ad-
journment and with rh-> appropriation, bills
pending, that the subject has come up for any-
thing approaching a full discussion. Iassume
that almost all in the Republican party, and
most of those out of it. are in favor of the
proposition that we ought both to lie able to
build our own ships and to sail them; that we
ought to be able to rind trained American sailors
in case of need, and that It is a benefit to the

whole country to increase the exportation ofour
products.

These cardinal purposes of a legitimate sub-
sidy can be accomplished by a bill which pays

subsidies to American built ships, but not, under
any circumstances, to foreign built ships; that
provides for the employment of American sea-
men and reduces the subsidy for every foreign

sailor or fireman employed by an amount suffi-
ciently large to make it an object to the ship

owner to employ Americans, and an object to

Americans to follow the sea. To secure an in-
ream of exports, subsidy should be paid Inpro-

portion to the outbound canoes actually carried.
The success of our foreign commerce for a
generation to come may depend upon this gen-

eral scheme for subsidies on which the Govern-
ment now embarks for the first time. It is a
subject which requires the most careful con-
sideration, and for the Republican party to make>
Its* responsible for a bill which may produce
unjust discriminations an.l which may fall to
accomplish its purpose is merely to invite dis-

aster for the future.
The LVIIthCongress will be made up of men

<iutf" as favorable to the general principles of
this bill as Is the LVlth.and if the time availa-
ble before adjournment fur the consideration of
this bill Is 100 short to put it Int.. satisfactory

form the Importance >f the Interests affected
demands that the whole matter should is" over
to the next Congrew, Respectfully, C. T.

New-York, Jan. IS, 1901.

Circulars are out for th« twenty-third annual ex-
hibition of the Society of American Artists. Works
for that exh'bltlon willbe received at the Fine Arts

I!uildln< on Thursday and Friday. March U and 13.
Varnishing day is set down for Thursday. March
2S. the reception and press view will occur on the

following day. and the galleries will be opened to

the public on Saturday. March 30. closing on Sat-
urday. May 4. Three prizes will be awariied-the
W«bb prUe ot $3uO for the best landscape or ma-
rine, the Shaw prize of *:>ji> for the best nsure com-
position, and the Carnegie prize of |M "for the

most meritorious oil painting in the exhibition by
mi American artist, portraits only exempted, the
picture to be the property of the artist," and Mr.
Carnegie reserving an option tot two days after
the award for the purchase at the picture at the
listed price.

FOREIGX.
—

Alarming reports regarding the
Queen's health were circulated in England; an
official announcement said that the strain of
tlie last year hud told upon the Queen's nervous
system, and her physicians advised that she
should keep perfect!}* quiet in the house and
abstain from transacting business. ===== A pub-
lic discussion was held at Manila of the bill
providing municipal government for the Phil-
ippines. =Secretary Chamberlain has in-
vited Premier Bond, of Newfoundland, to visit
London and attend a conference with French
representatives on the Treaty Shore question.

, General Kitchener reports a defeat of a
body of Boers by a force of Kew-Zealanders

"
and Bushmen in Africa; General Oolvile was re-
tired on pay by the British War Office; it was
denied that Mr.Kriiger had decided to visit the
United States. ===== The British Cabinet con-
sidered the Nicaragua Canal Treaty as amended
by the Senate, but the conclusion reached was
not made public. . Many Russian students
have been exiled to Port Arthur, where they will
do military service. ===== The Council of State
of France rejected the appeal of Count Ester-
hazy against the decree cashiering him from
the army. ===== The bi-centenary festivities
continued in Berlin. ===== A large number of
Americans received decorations of the Legion of
Honor for work in connection witla the French
Exposition.

CONGRESS.— Senate: The Army Reorganiza-
tion bill was passed and sent to a conference
committee of both bouses; many amendments
were offend, but most of them were rejected:
the Republican Senators in caucus decided that
It was beet not to consider canal legislation
while the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty !s being con-
sidered by the British Foreign Office; it was
practically agreed that the Ship Subsidy bill
should be restored to its place of privilege; some
amendments to meet the views of Western Sena-
tors have been agreed upon. = = House: The
entire day was given up to the bill to refer
claims of th* Cramps to the Court of Claims.

DOMESTlC—Fruitless ballots were taken in
the Delaware and the Nebraska Legislatures for
the choice of United States Senators. == No
important developments in the Venezuelan trou-

'. ble were reported. =Governor Odell left Al-
Sk liany for Newbur?. and it was said that he
Iwould consult leading New-York Republicans
W about charter revision before he returns to the

capital. ' The Committee of Congress which
is malting an inquiry into hazing at West Point
heard cadets testify that they were exercised
to a state of exhaustion. == The verdict in
the Bosschieter case at Paterson, N. J.. was
murder in the second degree.

CJTY— Stocks were weak and lower. ¦ ' —
The Board of Estimate and Apportionment ap-
proved issues of bonds for $4.l«jt>,<>» to increase
and improve the water supply. == Bishop
Potter said bis plan for a vigilance committee
was to have people report hat they see, and
not to have them take part in vice for detective
purposes. -r==r^Dr. Moriu W. Dreyer, of Brook-
lyn, who gave a certificate of death from typhoid
fever in the rase of a man who had died of
smallpox, was arrested yesterday for giving a
fraudulent certificate. .. ¦¦ .; Frederick Gilbert,
president of the Boston Electric Light Com-
pany, died suddenly at the New-York Club.

THE WEATHER.— Forecast for to-day: Fair
and cold. The temperature yesterday: Highest,
'62 degree*: lowest, 17: average, S\\.

Till OFFICIAL BIOM IX WAHHIXGTOX,

Washington, .lan. IS—The President was feeling
so much better this morning tint be took a drive

behind his new team. Before doing so he went la

his office and signed some mall, lie will not be.ijln
to receive visitors until next week.

The other official victims of the. grip continue in
about the ><ame condition to-day. Secretary Root
Is In bed but insists on signing Important mull,and
11> Ink to do some business. Admiral lVwey Is able
to si tip only part of the time. In his case :he

ease iias affected his *tomut*h. but he I*slowly
ImprovltiK Secretary Hay continue* at work,
though not by any means recovered from his last
attack.

Congrest>mun Burton. of Ohio, is illwith the <rip
complicated with rheumatism. He was considered
better to-day.

Chairman Payne of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee was again in the House of Representatives
to-day after suffering ten days with grip.

M. Oklrls. of Part*, baa instituted .iprtis of K0.0O)
francs, to be HwurdM by a committee of the Part*
l'l. Syndicate to the author or authors Of a work
udJ'iiiK'-il l>y the commit tee to be the most meri-
torious, whether from the artistic or Industrial
point of view, or on the ground of general service
to humanity.

a •:. ipondenl of 'The Boston Transcript" tells
tills ¦•fury about the reception of Lord Roberta at

Ciiwh: "One of ttie addresses to be presented to
the Field Mar-hal at Bast «'owes bad been last
carefully printed on costly vellum, In an exceed-
ingly elaborate manner It was finished and ready
for |>rf<erit!ttlon when, at almost the last moment.
somebody discovered that the Initials dearest of all
to a true Holdier's heart were mtimtna The manic
letters V. •'.. Indicating the

•
"ommaii.l'T bi-« "l.i-

possession of the Victoria Croaa, had bees for-
»''>tn-n. There was n moment of consternation,

ami then It was decided that It was absotutly neces-
sary •'' gel a fresh address struck off Ho short
wan the time In which this could be accomplished
that It was . i>I>• one moment before the presenta-
tion took place, that a man on horseback r.nle up
to the authorities mid delivered the prwclous docu-
ment! Of .ours.-, It would i.. IropoMlbl* for any

civilian to appreciate fully the value n soldier places
on those two letters. V. < '.. but one can easily under-
stand Lord \Vo|neley'n feelings when, on a recent
occasion, an octogenarian peer made a si eh in
hi* honor and dwelt at sunn- length on 'the much
coveted Victoria Crofts' as one of th* late Com-
mander-ln-Chlef's "most prized !>,.».ssi..n- II
unfortunately happens that 'he V. (' Is Just the
him- dlHtlnclioii ihut 1.0r.l Wols. ley never obtained,
and his feelliiK* on the occasion 1 nave alluded to
can better be imagined than described."

"The Haltlmore Hun" Hays: "The Dalightera of
the Confederacy and the Forrest Statue Associa-
tion, of Memphis, l>nn., are displaying great mercy

In securing subscriptions to the monument proposed
to be erected In that city to General N. B. Forrest,
the sreal cavalry general. I' is hoped at least t<»
have the ners'tone laid before the comlns; nnaual
reunion of the United Confederate Veterans In
that city. Subscriptions to the monument ar>*
coming In dally, and there Is a possibility that the
Legislature may make an appropriation to help out
the enterprise."

Sir Dlnshaw Manockjeg i.-tit. of Bombay, is tin-

second native of India to be made a baronet. Llk«
the well known Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, the first
baronet of India, he Is a Parsae merchant, and as
a mlllowiier ha might be called the cotton king of
Western India. Horn in June, :52.;, he began his
commercial career as loiik ago us is*> In an KnKllxh

li..ins offiru. In 1859 lie Inherited a consider-
able fortune from his father. He Is the founder
of technical Institute!', colleges for both sexes, and
hospitals for men. women and children.

PKRSOS 11..

Mir r \i?\i:<;nrs <;itrTO w MOKA COLLEGE
I'ltts'.iiirt;. Jan Is ll was ii'iioiin.'i>1 to-.lav that

Andrew Carnegie haa mad* a sift of $ao.'»»i to
Aurora College in Illinois.

THE TALK OF TEE DAT.

/'/.' INSI / / I\TH¦ /"A" IYELLKRB.

s.ime «.f those who have boohad to sail for Gibral-
tar, Naples and Genoa to-day an tha steamer
W.rra .ire Mm.-. \' I'artn uly. Mr. and Mrs. « >. K.
Jackson, »'.ii>t;-.iri Henr> Srhuyler Ross, I.S N..
and Mr. and Mrs. i:. i> Whitney.

Among those who expert to *oil for l.oii.lon on
the steamer Marqurtte to-. lay are Mr. and Mrs, A.
K. Bowes, I>. HarkJns Mrs Ida Humphreys an.l
the Rev. and Mrs. \v. A. ManaelL

Boms of tiio^e who .ire expected to arrive here
to-day from Liverpool on the steamer Dunnanta
are Virotnte an.l Vtasastass de Cliolet. Monsieur .le
Bedano and A. Cecil 11. Dean.

THE SHIPPING BILL.

There is bow a hopeful prospect of agreement
among Republican leaders in the Senate upon
modifications of the Shipping bill designed to
make itmore sure of accomplishing its essential
puri»ose. Those who have believed with Sena-

tor Frye that the bill in the form In which be
has so ably and zealously defended it is safe
and sufficient, and those who have feared that
it Involved possibilities of discrimination for or
against various interests and classes of shipping
which mi^lii Impair its usefulness by distribut-
ing inequitably the public money it appropriates,

are said to be ready to adjust their differences
and unite in support of a measure which will
then presumably command the votes ofa major-
ity in each branch of Congress and the approval
of the country.

The removal of whatever reasonable, uncer-
tainty may exist as to the meaning and prob-
able effect of the bill is unquestionably wise,

and we are convinced that to ihis extent at
least the need of a revision has been generally
recognized. There has iH-en much denunciation
of the bill, whether honest or insincere, which
there was neither propriety nor advantage in
attempting to stop by changing its provisions,
for the reason that such criticism proceeded
from those to whom everything In the nature of
a subsidy is utterly repugnant; but it cannot be
denied that it has also encountered dangerous
hesitation mi the part of distinguished Repub-

licans who are heartily In favor of building up
our mercantile marine by methods which for-
eign countries have employed with great sue-
reas and will dread to see the United states
apply. To the doubts of such men great con-
sideration should be paid, both because their
judgment is entitled to respect and because
without their support no shipping bill can be
passed at this session. if a question of moral
principle were involved ii is certain that men
like Mr. l'rye would not yield their convictions,

but since the question is bow a great Industry
which lias fallen into decay can be most effec-
tively restored and promoted, concessions as to
the detail* of a scheme to which in general they
are agreed may properly be made by those re-
sponsible for the course of legislation.

Itappears to us that Senators who deem the

bill in its present form both just and adequate
have not yet made out their case, to the entire
satisfaction of the country, though we are glad
to observe that Mr. Frye's personal letter to the
Editor of The Tribune, recently published with

his consent and approval, has to a large extent
cut off the How of defamation and satisfied
some disinterested demands for further knowl-
edge. A few grounds of hesitation among He
publicans still seem to remain, which must be re-
garded as important not only in themselves, but

also because of the weight of Intelligent opinion
which supports them. It is proposed to remove
one of them by reducing the period within
which new tonnage can secure the privileges of

the bill, and others by modifying its provisions
iv the interest of the slower classes of vessels
of large cargo capacity. Our impression is that
with these changes the Republican party in
Congress is likely to be united.

Oa tht- .steamer I'attlcla, which arrive.! here from
Hamburg last nU;ht. were Mr. uiul Mrs. \V. S.

All.n. Dr. A. M Harothy. t'harUs K. Davis. Dr.
Juan Carlos DelAno, Captain S. Oiinther. Mrs. C.
T. I'i'.rkes. Miss Irene K. Parken, Consul an>l Mrs.
C.nrles H. Hohl an.l Dr. anj Mrs. C. Swift

Colonel .1 Marry Rogers, eighty-four jreara oIG,

.>f New-Castle, Perm., has challenged Abraham
Oppenhelmer, eighty yenra old, of Philadelphia,
w>ho calls himself champion old man skater, to
ikate with him.

Ground of His Kaith.—"Oeordls." said the mother.
ly oi<i soul, "aren'l you afraid t<> be so far from
liom<- at an late an hour as this?"

''Afraid >>f what?"••< iikidnappers?"
"Naw!" exclali lGeordle. "I'm a good little

boy, and the Lord will take care of me. tttdea," he
added, contemptuously, "my papa hain't not any
money."- -(Chicago Trwuaa,

Thtf site "f tl»i-""id f'Tt." where the first settlers
of Springfield, Mass.. took refuse Iron the In.Hans.
t,.is been marked with a bronze tablet Bland by

the Sprintftlel.l Kire :m«l Marine Insuran.e Com-
pany on KS biillillnß, which It occupies In con-
Jntietion with the Ilamp.len SavbiKS Hank, at the

corner of Kort anil Main sts. The plate is
-

feet
Wide sad •'< feel nlKh. bearing -in either stda the
Pynchon arms In relief find n relief of the original

fort. Underneath Is this Inscription:

COLLEGE FREEDOM AUD LICESSE.
The little Muiiy oil the l\i<in> (dust caused

l.y tne diMiiKMil«>f Professor Howard, of Leiand
Stanford. Jr.. University, for <"i lulu, t unbecom-
ing ;i scholar and :t gentleman, h:>s boon pro-
longed, with s.un.- Indications <>t' artificial an-
ponragement, bj the roluntarj withdrawal «»f
two <>r throe of his sympathetic colleagues.

Thus far, however, there are no siinis that the
country is nlarme.l for Ihe safety of its sduca
tional institntioiis. and on the whole we slmuM
gay thai tha iin-hl.-iii waa not unlikely to have
salutary ronanqifiirea There In reason to

think thai the air which college Instructor! <<f ¦
certain type have been breathing of late yean
needs to l>e cleaivil. for their OWO sake as w.-ll
as for the general advantage, in order thai a
in.in- distiii. t vit-w may be obtained «'f their
real place in the order of existence.

We are not lacking In true respect either for
the scholars of eminent character and attain
ineiiis whose Influence uj*«>n the tbonghi and
life of their time Is gratefully recognised,

or for the great majority <>f Inconspicuous In-
structor* who tlo their appointed work with a
devotion and ¦thoroughness which are perlMpa
too seldom estimated at their real value, lint
in contrast t" such men there i«¦small ria*a of
college |»rofexnors In whom an erroneous conceit
tlun <>i their own natural ability, and especial-
ly of their aptitude for i>ul>li<-affair*, lia- been
uuhapi>lljr fostered by tin- newspaper attention
which they expi !y an.! w\m have con-
srijiieiitly come to look upon themselves aa au-
thentically romiolisloned to direct the progress
of events. llen<-.- they occupy their excessive
leisure in communicating to the world their
views mi all conceivable subjects, excepting,
perhaps, (nose which they are expected t~> ln-
vestigate and employed i<> teach, and are not In-
frequently enabled to obtain a notoriety which
rewards their cheap ambition, but whi.'h is out

of all proportion to the value of their opinions.
Itmay he well to add In pamlng thai they do
not often actually Imperil their connection with
the college to which they are n detriment, and
possibly in condemning Professor Howard's ex-
cursion far outside his sphere of duty and the
limits of decency some credit should t>e given to
him for a Certain sort of courage. Hut assuredly

that is the single concession which it is per-
missible to make in his behalf. The quality <>f

the man and the grossness of his offence are
sufficiently Indicated In these phrases, taken
from iiis harangue denouncing the dismissal of

Professor l!os* last November: 'I do uoi wor-
"hlii|> Saiiil Market SlreH; Ido not reverence
"Holy Standard Oil. nor do Idoff my hat to

"Celestial Six Companies." There is no manly
assertion of principle In this:, but only n gratu-
itous exposure of venomous personal hostility

to inien-sts and individuals Identified with the

foundation and support of (hi- Institution which
employed him, t<> which he owed unswerving
loyalty and from his connection with which his
vulgar utterances derived the ouly Uuporiance
they possessed.

Itis from Instructor* of Hiis general type thai
the periervld talk about freedom of teaching
chiefly proceeds. As wo have suggested, they
are not wholly to blame for their mlaconpep-
lions, since v considerable number of their fel-
low citizens, in etttba, newspaper oftl.es and po-
litical reform circles, are singularly fond of
coddling them, until their natural vanity thus
cultivated dually leads them to think it more
important to liberate their opinions on any sub-
ject which comes into their heads than to pro-
mote the essential purposes for which the in-
stitutions thai employ them wen- founded. It
i.s reasonable to hope that the recent occurrences
at Stanford, without threatening true freedom
of taachfng iv any manner or degree, will tend
to cheek the spread of the false and mischiev-
ous notion that the possession of a college chair
confers upon itH Incumbent ii license to degrade
it« dignity and undermine the Influence which
it was desimied to exert.

DENIAL FlitiU ADEUXA PATTI.
London. Jan. 18.— In regard to the cabled state-

ments that an American ajpMU is negotiating with
Adelln.i Tattl (Haroness Kolf I'ederstrom) for a
concert tour of the I'nited States. The Associated
I'ress has received a dispatch, reading as follows:

Statement not true. PATTI-i'KDKRSTROM.
With Governor Odell at the wheel tbis Legis-

lature ought to do eoine straight sailing. No
dropping of the pilot at Albany this winter.

This plate commemorates

the buildingknown as

THK 01-D FORT,

erected on this site in UJfiO,

by Major

WILLIAM PTNCHOK.
leader of the first settlers

of Springfield.
The T>mmany Pentagon, the Futile Five,

have failed to furnish the District Attorney with
evidence upon which he can fairiy ask the
(Irand Jury to find indictments. The Five went
flshing In vain. They toiled for weeks and
caught nothing. At least they nay they toiled;
but were they In deid earnest? Did they really
try hard to catch anything? The bi^Rest fish,
the one leviathan, is in the moat at Wantage.
They surely didn't try to eaten him.

The School Commute* of ism National Academy

Of Drslgn announces the formation by the Ameri-
can Numismatic and Ari%hi*oU>Kical Society of a
class In coin »n.i medal designing and die cutting.

The class willbe under the direction of Mr Charles

.1. Pike, a pupilof St. SaOiasM and Falguiere. Tbe
Woodbury ii.Langdon prize of JtuO will be awarded
for the best work done at the close of the school
lena In May. I9MI. The foundation of this class i^

mi event of the first Importance, as It looks to the
cultivation of a form of art m which the entire
public must feel the liveliest interest.

M. Durand-Kuel publishes In a small pamphlet a
translation of an arttcle recently contributed by

Thlebaut-Slsson to "I-e Temps," describing an In-
terview with Claude Monet We borrow some
pli-uant passages touching the impressionist's re-
lations with his great contemporary. Manet:

Ithrew myself body and soul into the plein air.
It was a dangerous innovation. I'jito mat time
no one had indulged In any. m t even Manet, who
only attempted It later, after me. His painting was
still very classical, and t have never lurggtten the
contempt that he showed for my beginnings, li
wat In IStiT; my manner had shaped ltselt. but.
after all. it was rot revolutionary in character. 1
was still far from having adopted the principle of
the subdivision or eolota that set so many against
me. but 1 was beginning to try my hand at itpar-
tially, and I was experimenting with effects of
li^ht and color that shocked accepted customs.
The Jury that had received me so well at first
turned against me. and 1 was Ignominious!}' black-
balled wiii'ii1 presented this new painting to the
Salon.

Still Ifound a way to exhibit, but elsewhere.
Touched by my entreaties, a dealer, who had hi*
shop In the Ru« Auber. consented to display in his
window a marine that had been refused at the
PaiaJa il^ I'lndustrte. There was a general hue
and cry. One evening, that Ihad stopped in the
street. In the midst of a group of loungers, to
listen to what was being said about me. Isaw
Manet coming along with two or thre« of h;a

friends. They stopped to look, anil Manet, shrug-
ging his shoulders, cried disdainfully: "Just look
at this young man who attempts to do th« plein
air! As Ifthe ancients had ever thought of such a
thing!"

Moreover. Manet had an old grudge against me.
At the Salon of tSW. on varnishing day. he had

been received from the. very moment of his en-
trance with such acclamations as, "Kxcellent. ray

boy. your picture!" And then handshakings
bravos and felicitations. Manet, as you may well
believe it, was exultant. What was not his sur-
prise when he noticed that the canvas about whlcn
he was being congratulated was by me! It was
the "Woman In Green." The saddest part of It an
was that In hurriedly taking his leave he 'should
fall upon a group of painters, among which **'«•»
Buzille and 1. "How goes it?" said one of the
crowd. "Ah. my boy. it Is disgusting. Iam fu-
rious. Iam being complimented only on a paint-
Ing that Is not by me. One would think it ta a
mystification." "' J" "'. w_»

When Astruc told him the next day that he naa
given vent to his 111 humor before the very auj11®'

of the picture, and when he offered to introduce
me to him. Manet, with a sweeping gesture re-
fused. He felt bitter toward me- on account of Me

trick Ihad unconsciously played upon him. oniy

once had he been congratulated for a master
stroke, and that mast. stroke had been mane Cy

another. How bitter Itmust have been for a sensi-

tiveness always bared to ta* quick as his was.
It was In iS» only that Isaw him again, out

then we at once became fast friends. At our am
meeting he invited me to join him every •«!""««
In a cat' of the Batlgnolles. where he and Wa
friends gathered after working hours. «•**"¦

Tm«ra Ime» Fantln-Latour and Cezanne. D«/J?-
who soon after arrived from Italy, the art critU.
Duranty. Emlle Zola. who was then m«King n»
debut in literature »nd several, others. For my
part Itook th«re Sisley, Baallle and Renoir.

IfSO 11. TAXES.
The newspapers are filled with tales of stenog-

raphers and office boys waking up to find them
selves joyfulpossessors of anything from $5,000
to $50,000 of taxable personalty, iv the opinion
of the assessors. From one point of view It
passes for a good Joke. The boys \u0084!,ia!n leave
from their $*; a week employment, go to the
tax office and swear off the assessment, and
that is the end of th« farce. From another
point of view it is criticised as part of the
Tammany scheme to make a big show of dili
jrence in persons! taxation, and with the aid•'
of this tremendous assessment, which every-
body knows will shrink to comparatively in-
tJgnificant proportions before ItIs dually con-
firmed, secure a deceptively low tax rate for
use in the next municipal campaign, Of course,
if a deficit results from counting on income
from personal taxes which is never realized
the city's burden will simply be heavier the
next year, but Tammany is doubtless willing
to let next year take care of itself, if only by

concealment this year a new lease of power
can lie secured. t

Itmay wellbe thatsueh motives have influenced
the city administration to utterly reckless levy-
ing of ]*er»onal assessments without any idea
of materially Increasing the budget, but merely
for the purpose of making a temporary show.
When all is said about Tammai? methods, the
fact remains, however, that even the best ad-
ministration with the best intent could not
make the personal tax anything but unequal
and unjust. More capable officials might, in-- deed, send out their notices with a little more
?ensp., and might show as much zeal to assess
at full value the personal property of notori-
ously rich politicians an that of poor widows
with small bond investments. Nevertheless.
there is no met ho-1 under the law of getting at
the personal holdings of tile great inns- of peo-
ple in a city as largo as this, except the hit or
miss method of sending notices broadcast,

nwesting everybody at random for as much at*

it is thought they can possibly be worth, and
leaving on them the burden of swearing off the
excess. Of course. such an|Ssse»iKui<ijt cannot

Ik- thorough. Itmisses all whose name* d. not
happen to tie in directories or otherwise to at-
tract th» attention of the officials. And even
If it did get hold of everybody, the resulting

\ tax would be utterly unequal. The widow

PILLARS OF FIRE BY sight.

Earlier in Hie winter, in the course of an
after dinner speech, Mark Twain dwelt affec-
tionately upon the magnificent scenes which
passengers on the ferries can enjoy when New-
York's tall buildings are lighted after sunset.
No city in the world contains so many "sky-
pegapeM" as thin, and many new ones are now
IHllncup. For a series of yearn the cloud capped
towers ofGotham were eonliued almost entirely
to the lower part of Manhattan, but in the nine-
ties a considerable array <>f buildings of this
clans went soaring into the "clear fields of upper
air" above the old business quarters of the
town. In the short days of winter the immense
office building*, hotels and apartment houses
which are so conspicuous In New-York are
radiant not much later than 4 o'clock in the
afternoon, or even earlier, and the spectacle as
seen from tire rivers cannot be paralleled else-
win

Ho absorbing is the pressure of business here
this momh that offices and business quarters of

A plan is under consideration at Washington
for an outlay of several hundreds of thousands of
dollars for new buildings on Gover* •'» Inland.

SUPPOSE.
From The New-York World

The Tribune prints conspicuously on its first
page portraits of seven of Oroker's men. and asks:
"Suppose that Mayor Van Wyck appoints on© of
this lot as head of the police?"

The sample .seven— a typical lot—are:
Lantry, Carroll, Delmour, Nag'e. Dlvver, Engle.

Gardiner.
Tho Tribune's question Is directly In line with

the point that "The' World" has been presslns.
The answer to the supposition la easy: IfMayor
Van Wyck (that is, Croker) should appoint any
ohm of these seven we should have lust such an
administration of the Police Department as that
by which the city ,has been scandalized and
shamed during the past three yetrs.

"
And If the Governor should remove Lantry. for

example, tho Mayor could appoint Nagle, and thenCarroll, and bo on through the lUt.
Would that be reform?

The reports from California that an excessive;

production of prunes has compelled a sharp cut
In prices have soothed the anxious hearts of many

an overworked and uneasy boarding house keeper

in- the East. The Pacific COM! growers may la-
ment, but the buyers on the Atlantic shore will shed
no tears. The Occidental prune crop has been de-
veloped to staggering proportions, and low prices
are likely to last.

It was the little son of Wlnfleld Cook, formerly
of Auburn, who ended up his prayer, "IfIahould
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ART EXHIBITIONS.'Amnsrmcnts, all sort* are not deserted until dinner time is

ne«r. and New-York ltetween B and <5 e'eloek
becomes a city of light without peer in the glit-

ter of its l.uildings. It is true that most of its
streets and avenues are not illuminated as

brightly as those of Paris and some other Con-

tinental capitals, although the sums paid out of
tho city treasury for gas and electricity are pro-
:ligious; but its high buildings are brilliantly

outlined at nightfall. To see New-York after
lark from the ferries is well worth a long

journey.

The Chinese Government has agreed to the

demands of the Powers. The question now is

how to enforce that agreement. It may prove

more troublesome than the question of securing

the agreement.

ACADEMY OK M!>1
¦

2—B—Quo Vadl«.
AMERICAN* THKATRB—2—«-:Js— The Ensign.

2:ls—*:l!l—The Climbers.
BROADWAY THEATRE—IMS

—
SAS—A Royal Rogue.

OARNKGIE HAM. Concert.
CASINO—2:I5

—
*:15—Florodorn.

CRITERION THEATRE—2:IS—&:IS—When Knighthood
Was inFlower.

DALY'S THEATR&—2—B:l5—Lady Huntworth's Experi-
ment.

EDEN MI'SEE—The World inW*i.
EMPIRE- THKATRE 2:T>—*»:2o—Mm. Dime1*Defence.
GARDEN THEATRE— 2—The Professor's Love Story—

*:2<»—Tom Finch.
GARRICK THEATRE— 2:ls—S:ls—David Harum.
GRAND OPERA HOISE

—
2:1S

— —
Ward and Voice*.

HARLEM OPERA HOUSE— 2:lo—l;:lo—The Gay Lord
Qu«-x.

HRRAM> SQUARES THEATRE—2— The Girlfrom Dp

IRVING PLACE THEATRE— 2—t'riel Acosta— S— Die
Hlftifi-n Herren.

KEITH'fc
—

Continuous Performance. .
KNICKERBOCKER THEATRE—2:2O— S:2s—Sweet Nell

of Old 1>ruiy.
KOSTFR & RlAL'S—l:4s—7:4s— Vaudeville.
lA'CKUM THBATRE—2:I5

—
*:30—A Roya! Family.

MADISON" SQUARE GARDEN— a. m. to 10:30 p. m.—
Cycle and Motor Show. .

MAPISOX SQUARE THEATRE—2:15—*:30—My Lady

METROPOLITAN OPERA BOUSE— B—I« Cid—«—Der
F!i»-*oi)d. Hollander.

MURRAY HILA. THEATRE The Man from Mex-
lea

XATl't\Al>ACADEMY OF DESIGN I Art Exhibit.
NEW-YORK THEATRE— 2:IS—h:IS— The Giddy Throng.
PASTOR'S

—
Day and Night

—
Continuous Show.

PROCTOR'S
—

Continuous Performance.
HEPUBI4C—2:20

—
X:15

—
In the Palace of the King.

FT NICHOLAS SKATING RINK— Hockey Match.
VICTORIA—2:IS— MImPrlnnt.
VALLACK'S THBATRE—2:ls—62o—Janice Meredith.

The decision of Republican Senators to hold

canal legislation in abeyance until Great Britain
has acted upon the amended Hay-Pauncefote

Treaty is to be cordially commended, however
much the occasion for such delay may be re-
gretted. Itis a decision to proceed decently and

in order, and with a due regard for National
honor and courtesy.

Jn&r* 10 QlunmisfmnUs.

•with, a few thousands invested by careful trus-
tees in gilt edged, low Interest bearing bonds,

returning just enough for her almolute necessi-
ties, would have her income cut in two. The
business man or financier with hundreds of
thousands of dollars In stocks, paying a larger
return and practically as safe, but not ranked
as investments for trustees, would be exempt.

No nmount of diligence <•!• discretion on the
part of officials en make the i>ersonnl tax law
anything but a premium on the hiding of capi-
tal and the evasion of the tax in perfectly legal
way*. The remedy of more stringent laws is
sometimes proposed. But they would only tend
to drive personal property further Into hiding,

and it is to be remembered that the capital

which it is most desired to reach is that which
can most easily move, while the widows' and
orphans' trust funds are tied down to i>ear the
heavier burden the more drastic the law is
made. Probably the people of this State are

not yet prepared for the abolition of direct

personal taxes, and the devising of any sub-
stitute for them is a difficult problem. It is,

however, a problem which our lawmakers ought

to be at work upon. Itis discreditable to them
that they have for years been tampering with
the subject, listening to reports of committees
and uniformly surrendering and confessing

their utter incompetence to deal with a com-

plicated question of practical government. Per-
sonal taxation in 'his State is not merely a
farce; it is an iniquity.

MODERN PAINTINGS AND JAPANESE
CURIOS

—
MR. SHINN'S • PASTELS

—
MERTON—MONET AND MANET.

The American Art Galleries are at present occu-
pied by two collections. One of these, belonging to
Mr. Thomas Klrkpatrtck, la composed chiefly or
modern paintings, with a sprinkling of canvases
attributed to early English and Continental mas-
ters. The other is made up of antique and modern
Japanese porcelains, bronzes, ivories and other art
objects belonging to Mr. C»sar Cesaroai, of San
Francisco. Among Mr. Kirkpatrick'a foreign pict-
ure* there are one or two Interesting examples.
"Arab and Hound." a small panel by Gustave 800.
langer. is perhaps the most satisfactory of th»m
all. But there is nothing of notable quality in this
part of the collection, and some of the pictures. Ilk*
the "Little Girl inBlue" given to Henner and the
"Still Life" catalogued as by Vollon. are of dis-
tinctlyInferior quality. The old masters are wisely
catalogued as "attributed** to rhls famous name or
that they make an unimpressive group. The first
rate things In Mr. Kirkpatri^k's collection are the
works, chiefly landscapes, by American painters.
These include some charming productions of M^irj.

Minor, Murphy. Chase. Dewey and others, with a
capital harbor scene by Mr. H. W. Ranger. Th»
Cesaroni collection is unremarkable, but contains
some interesting pieces. The sale of the latter
begins on next Monday afternoon and continues
through the four following day*. The paintings

will be sold next Wednesday and Thursday even-
Ings. The galleries will then be filled with the
modern paintings collected by Mr George H.Tyner.

of Hoiyoke.

Itis surprising that any member of the legis-

lature should consent to introduce a bill pre-
pared solely for the relief of persons who have
violated the municipal ordinances by building
porches over sidewalks without obtaining per-
mission. These men knew they were doing
wrong whrn they put up such structures. They

sinned with their eyas open, but with the hope
that in this ewygolßg town their offences would
be overlooked. When they get into trouble they
go to the Legislature to help them out. There
Is nothing coy or shy about them!

c


