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TAE FUTURE OF CUBA.

A NOVEL AND PERPLEXING
PROBLEM.

w-‘ma 0. 1. PLATT SAYS CONGRESS
CANNOT AMEND THE ISLAND'S
CONSTITCTION-FOUR GUAR-
ANTEES SUGGESTED.

[BY TELPGRAPI TO THE TRIBUSE.}

Washington, Jan. S1.—Senator Orville H.
Piatt, of Connecticut, chalrman of the Commit-
o0 OD Relations with Cuba, does not share the

LAST HONORS TO VICTORIA.

CONTRASTS AND ANALOGIES OF JU-
BILEE AND FUNERAL PAGEANTS.

ROYAL VISITORS AGAIN IN LONDON-MOVE-
MENTS OF RICHARD CROKER

(Copyright; 1901: By The New-York Tribune )
[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

London, Feb. 1, 1 a. m.—Strange are the con-
trasts and analogies of the Queen’s Jubilee and
the Queen’'s funeral! Royal visitors and special
Ambassadors were coming and going yesterday
as at the time of the Jubilee, and the Lord
Chamberlain and the Master of Ceremonies, with
Equerries and Lords-in-Waiting, were again in
attendance upon Princes and distinguished rep-
r tatives of foreign countries, and there were

opinton that Congress can do as it pl with
the Cuben Constitution when that instrument
finally reaches the legislative branch of the
Government through the hands of the President.
in public life has given more serious

No man

attention 1o the Cuban question than has Sena-
tor Platt. He has not only studied it from the
potnt of view of a legislator, but has visited
Cuba in his oMcial eapacity as chairman of the
committee to which all matters affecting the isl-
and that arise in Congress ars referred, and has

talked with all sorts and conditions of Cubans.
In discussing to-day with The Tribune corre-
t the question of the power of Congress
over Cuba, Mr. Platt said:
view of the question, Congress has not
ectly with the gublan Con-
n. That nstrument, when finally com-
"i!.?;gomd adopted by the regularly authorized
Yody formed hy proclamation of the executive
euthority of the U'nited States to frame a con-
stitution, camnot he brought before Congress—
the law making power of this Nation—and dealt
with as 1f it were & bill to be enacted into law.
My conclusion, therefore, is that we can neither
e, Teject nor in any way amend or modify
the Cuban Constitution by act of Congress. Why,
the Supreme Court has explicitly and unequiv-
ocally declared that Cuba is a foreign country.
This has been our contention all along. Cuba,
being & foreign country, is privileged to estab-
lish her own government without let or hin-
érance. But it should be borne in mind that
this Nation eecured freedom for Cuba by act of
Congress suthorizing the President to intervene
with the Armay and Navy of the United States.
That fact gives the United States certain rights
end privileges In Cuba, and establishes mutual
obligations which may be defined in a way or
through & channel yet to he defermined. For
instance, Congress may, I think, declare upon
what terms and conditions military occupation
of Cuba shall cease, and in doing that might ex-
press its opinion as to what necessary guaran-
tees of our future relations should be embodied
in its Constitution
Further than this Senator Platt declined to
express his views at this time for publication.
A majority member of the Committee on Re-
lations with Cuba, who for obvious reasons does
mot wish his name to bhe used, when the fore-
going interview with Senator Platt was shown
to him and he was asked for an interpretation
in detail of some of the general and somewhat
vefled statements, said that while he agreed In
the main with the chairman of the committee,
stlll he was not so positive as the Connecticut
Benator seemed ™ he that Congress was power-
Jess to do anvthing of a direct and legal char-
peter. “To my mind.” said this Senator, “what
Mr. Platt means by the phrase ‘guarantees of
our futyre relations that should be embodied in
the Cuban Constitutlon’ is that when the Presi-
dent submits that instrument to Congress we
‘should request the Cubans to amend their Con-
stitution by inserting in it four provisions of
Paramount importance to this countrv as well
&8 to Cuba.” ¥He then stated these four prop-
ositions to be:
First—A permanent naval base for the United
Etates.
$Second—The right permanently
military garrisons in the island.
Third—Control by the United States of all the
public debts and credits of Cuba.
Fourth—The right of this country io control
all foreign treaties made by Cuba.

The point

In my
the power 10 deal dir

to maintain

is dwelt upon strongly that the

propositions enumerated should he embodied in |

the Constitution of Cuba—the organic law of the
sland—=o that this country’s protectorate can
mever he menaced by political agitators oy the
mutations of parties. It is believed that with
relations established on this basis, Cuba soon
would ask for annexation to the United States.
Or if it should not seek, full fellowship, this
country’s interests, as well as those of Cuba,
would bhe secured and safeguarded for all time.

i
MOMENTOUS QUESTIONE INVOLVED.

MANY OONGRESSMEN HESITATE TO DEAL
WITH THE <«UBAN PROBLEM
Washington, Jan. 31 (Special).—Attention is

called to the interesting fact that the so-called
Cuban is absolutely unique. Never
before has there been a case exactly like it
Cuba i& neither an Egypt nor a Transvaal. Its
freedom was secured by the military intervens
tion @f ths T'nited State. and guaranteed by
stronger znd more hinding obligations than
even those vouchsafed to all the States of the
New World by the Monroe Doctrine. Hence
there i8¢ no guide or precedent for the United
States in finally establishing the status of Cuba
or In adjusting this country’s relations to the
island and its people. Because of this anoma-
lous situation 1t is evident that Congress ap-
Proaches a settlement of the question with hesi-
tancy, if not actually with a shudder. A West-
“m Republican Senator to-day went so far as
1o declare that there are involved in the Cuban
- Matter more serious and delicate questions than
have confronted the American people since thelr
ovn Constitution was adopted, For this reason
Many members of both branches of Congress
hone that 1he President will not call an extra
#ession to deal with Cuba. They contend that
it would not be wise to precipitate the ques-
tion upon Congress. Cuba. they say, is getting
#long very well now, conditions are improving all
the time, and no check to progress in the island
&N resuit trom the Constitution of Cuba being
held in abeyance for the nine months that will
Intervene bLetween the expiration of this Con-
Eress and the assembling of the next. At the
Rame time, these is no disposition among Repub-
Yeans to deny that the President knows best
Wwhat to do about an extra session, since he 1is
In possession of all the information pertaining
o Cuba.

It 48 & curious and possibly significant fact
that mo Democrat of importance in either House
Wil comsent to be quoted on Cuba at this time.
Not even after Senator Platt's interview had
been vead to @ number of Democratic Senators
©0ould one of them be induced to give the slight-
©5t hint of the Democratic point of view or In-

- Benator Vest, for example, the real
leader o minority, sald that he had not yet

“problem"

i

Elven the subject sufficient thought to have an
Senator Culberson, of Texas, spoke in
R similar wein,
who

as did also Senator Tallaferro,
is & member of the Committee
Cuba. However, as it is
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constant glimpses of royal liveries in the road-
ways. London was then the centre of a joyous.
end festive empire, but it is now a capltal
mourning for a beloved sovereign. The same
Channel Fleet which brought the Jubliee to a
close at Spithead, with squadrons and warships
from every maritime nation at anchor outside
its lines, will to-day pay homage to the Queen
with booming of minute guns and solemn dirges
from bands in the forecastle, as royal and im-
perial yachts wend their way from Cowes to
Portsmouth, and to-morrow there will be an-
other cavalcade of kings and princes, as there
was at the Jubilee, and eight cream colored
horses will bear the Queen in her coffin across
London, while an immense assemblage stands
with uncovered heads and looks on with rever-
ent awe. Never was the imaginative force of
antithesis In a royal pageant or town show so
unique and impressive.

The programme of tF- naval demonstration in
honor of the Queen has not been altered, and
will be carried out by the Admiralty with pre-
cislon 1If Spithead be clear of fog and without a
heavy sea.

The details of the procession through London
are at last announced. Lord Roberts and the
headquarters staff, with massed bands, will be
followed by the Ear! Marshal, who will ride In
front of the gun carriage supporting the coffin,
while immediately behind will be a mounted
company of royal mourners, headed by the King,
with the Duke of Connaught on his left and the
German Emperor on his right. Queen Alex-
andra and the Princesses, seated In carriages,
will bring up the rear.

The American Ambassador will not be in this
cavalcade, but will go by special train to Wind-
sor, with the representatives of France, Spain
and other countries, in advance of the royal
cortége, and be present at the service in St
George's Chapel. Henry White will accompany
him, and probably Mr. Carter, the Second Sec-
tary of the Embassy. The American Am-
hassador will not witness to-day’s naval pageant,
and there will not he an American warship
among the Engilish, German, lussian and
French fleet.

Rarely, if ever, has such a superb collection of
magnificent wreaths been seen as that
has arrived at Windsor for the funeral of the
Queen. Hundreds of floral offerings have been
made and hundreds of orders still remain to be
carried out. The limited supply of lilies of the
valley, arums and white roses has nearly run
out, and the West End florists are charging ab-
normally high prices {ir the few appropriate
flowers left The I'nited States is well repre-
sented in these floral designs.  The wreath sent
by President McKinley is deseribed by experts

as a most chaste and lovely offering. Tts
diameter is eight feet, and it signifies, by its
unbroken contour, a full and perfect life, The

American Ambassador has sent a cross seven
feet in height, made wholly of lllies of the val-
ley. ‘The Enclish people bearing in mind that
when President Garfield was assassinated, the
Queen sent a message of sympathy to his widow,
are touched by the fact that Mrs. Garfield has

now In her turn sent a wreath to Windsor.  The
inscription on a white ribbon is: “From Mrs.
Garfield, in Grateful Remembrance of the

Queen's Kindness to Hesr.”

Richard Croker, who has run up from Moat
House, 18 expected to return to Walsingham
House, In Piccadllly, to witness Saturday’'s spee-
tacle. He went back to Letcombe so unex-
pectedly that the villagers had no opportunity
for publicly welcoming him after his unex-
plained absence.

the English wags have suggested, but has been
amusing himself in London for a week, and en-
joying horse talk with English friends A cor-
respondent who has been making inquiries in
Wantage sends me word that the assumption
that the assessment upon Mr. Croker's income
will be doubled next year is a fiction of the Eng-
lish newspapers. Mr. Croker has remained
quietly at Moat House since his arrival, and the
villagers have seen little of him. L NOE

TO LEAVE COWES TO-DAY.

QUEEN ALEXANDRA AND ROYAL l'lll.\'-.
CESSES WILL TRAMP IN THE MUD
BEHIND THE COFFIN OF
VICTORIA.

Cowes, Jan. 31.—-A glittering crescent of light
stretches this evening from Cowes to Ports-
mouth. Jt consists of ten miles of warships,
the pick of the British, Frerch and German
navies. These lle at anchor, ready to take their
part in to-mororw’s ceremonies, when the navy
will pay & last magnificent tribute to the sov-
ereign whose reign was marked by the greatest
naval progress in the history of the nation.

Apart from these peaceful rows and rows of
twinkling port lights, separated from one another
by only a few cable lengths, one might fancy
that the qulet towns of Cowes and Ryde might
be undergoing a blockade. The guns sweep
the wooded shores at short range. At th: head
of the line are the old paddlewheel royal yvachts,
their sombre hulls standing out in vivid con-
trast against the huge white sides of the Hohen-
zollern. Then, in single column, come the Brit-
ish battleships. Halfway to Portsmouth the
single line opens Into a stately double row, the
vessels of the foreign nations and the biggest
of the British craft lying there and walting to
salute the body of England’s lamented Queen.

It will probably be nearly 4 o'clock to-morrow
afternoon before the Alberta, with the royal
coffin, leaves Cowes. She will steam inside the
single line and then enter the passage formed
by the leviathans. This evening she lles at
Trinity Pler. Her quarterdeck is covered with
awnings, under which the men have been work-
ing throughout the day In making the final
preparations. The awning was necessary be-
cause rain fell, and until a late hour cold and
dreary weather prevalled. .

WEATHER OMENS NOT PROPITIOUS.

The omens for fine weather to-morrow are not
propitious, but the first of thousands of specta-
tors are arriving this evening, together with sol-

Continued on seventh page.
DAINTY LUNCHEONS FOR LADIES.

¢4 are M’Emnt'dm in and have
a luncheon at the 1 Victoria, Broadway
tﬁm Muaic by Burion's Orchestra

which |

| taken

He has not been taking the |
“rest cure” in the retirement of Moat House, as |

FEAR A PANIC IN CUBA.

BUSINESS MEN ALARMED AT THE PROS- 1

PECT OF INDEPENDENCE.

[BY CABLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]

Havana, Jan. 31.—Owing to the conflicting
reports from Washington regarding action by
Congress on the Cuban question, there is an
unsettled feeling here in business circles. The
stock market again showed evidences of unrest,
and all business interests are affected by the
report that Major Ladd will be relieved as treas-
urer and all the other departments will be
turned over to the Cubans. Cuban, Spanish and
American business men are uneasy, and cable
dispatches have been sent to Washington ask-
ing that Major Ladd be retained.

Among the Cubans generally no great interest
is manifested, though the opinion 1= widely
prevalent that independence is near. The opin-
ion Is general that the announcement of deflnite
action In turning the island over will be fol-
lowed by a great business panic.

The order relleving Major Ladd has not been
issued yet, but is expected daily. General Wood
says he has received no notice from Secretary
Root, but that Major Ladd will undoubtedly be
relieved

Orders will be issued to-morrow directing the
10th Infantry, now at Clenfuegos and Santiago,
to prepare for embarkation for the United States
by February 15. Battalions of the 10th and 2d
Cavalry replace the infantry.

e
DEADLOCKED OVER GOMEZ.
BITTER FEELING ENGENDERED IN THE

CUBAN CONVENTION

Havana, Jan. 31.—At last night's session the
Cuban Constitutional Convention finished a lot
of minor business, completing its work to Sec-
tion 12

Article 3 In the seventh section was so modl-
fied as to make only native born Cubans eligible

to the Senate.

A similar clause in Article 2 of the twelfth
section, which was ta bhe considered this after-
noon, brought about a deadlock in the conven-
tion. It was In reference to the qualifications
of the President, and the old Gomez fight was
revived. The delegates met in private session
in an anteroom at 2 o'clock. The antl-Gomez
men, led by General Sanguily and Seflors Gl-
berga and Juan Gualberto Gomez, favored the
eligibility of only native born Cubans, while the
admirers of General Gomez, headed by Sefiors
de Quesada and Nunez, advocated the retentlon
of the clause in the original draft making eligi-
ble a naturalized citizen who had served ten
vears in the wars. Each ballot resulted in a
tie of 14 to 14. Three members, Sefiors Rivera,
Gener and Llorente, were absent

After a discussion lasting two hours Sefior
Gener, who is an avowed (Gomez man, entered,
and a call was made for the president to as-
eemble the Convention. The opponents of (ien-
eral Gomez, however, refused to take their
seats, and, after several efforts, the delegates
withdrew from the hall. The feeling engendered
by the controversy was very bitter, several op-
ponents of Gomez asserting that they would re-
sign If the clause making him eligible to the
Presidency were adopted

This evening's session was suspended through
want of a quorum, the anti-Gomez faction re-
to attend The deadlock threatens to
e Indefinitely. The delegates have agreed
1o assemt at 2 o'clock to-morrow afternoon
but neither side has weakened in the stand

Sefor Gener will vote with the Gon
an i Scfior Liorentl o the «
§ Rivera is in a delicate situation,
as he is a Porto Rican by birth, and is situated
very much as General Gomez is with reference
tn the naturalization clause in the constitution
He has asked to be excused from voting

General Gomez recently announced In a letter
to the press that he did not desire to hold office
in the new republie. One of his intimate friends
sald this evening that he would probably come
out with a letter to-morrow refterating his for-
mer statement and asking the Convention not
to consider him as a candidate for the Presi-
dency.

favi.on MHivr side
~

efor

e
NO ORDERS TO RELIEVE MAJOR LADD,

dl—It Is said at the War
there Is no purpose to make

Washington, Jan
Department that

any immediate changes in the tenure of the
United States Army officers now administering
the civil affairs of the Military Government of
Cuba. Therefore no orders have gone forward

to General Wood looking to the relief from his
dutics as Treasurer of Cuba of Major Ladd

It is further sald at the Department that in
pursuance of the original plans of the Secre-
tary it has been in contemplation gradually to
substitute civilians f« ilitary officers in the
discharge of admini it affairs in Cuba, the
object being to avoid any annoying and perhaps

dangerous disturbances in affairs owing to the

sudden assumption of office of a whally in-
experienced foree of civilians when the United
States control is withdrawn It is entirely
probable that the changlng process will begin

with the minor officers, and as such the Treas-
urer would be the first relieved. This change
may take place some time in the coming early
summer

S-C—
PROBABLY NEWSPAPER SPECULATION,

In speaking of The Tribune's dispatch from Ha-
vana to the effect that President Oakleligh Thorne,
af the North American Trust Company, had started
for home on Wednesday withaut having completed
several business operations which he had had un-
der consideration, an officer of the Trust company

£1id yesterday that Mr. Thorne's departure from
Havana had oceurred on the day set hy him before

he went to Cuba, and that nothing was known
here about bils reported abandonment of business
projects on account of political disqulet in Cuba,
;l I« report being probably only *“newspaper specu-
ation.”

i

THE RESTAURADOR'S PERIL

AND THE
FUEL.

FORCED TO RURN WOODWORK
LAST BARREL OF PORK AS

San Juan, Porto Rico, Jan. 31.-—-The Venezue-
lan gunboat Restaurador, formerly the Ata-
lanta, George Gould's vacht, which left Brook-
lyn on January 24 for La Guayra, Venezuela, ar-
rived here to-day. Her commander, Captain
Jeremiah Merithew, reports that the gunboat
struck a fearful gale off Bermuda last Sunday.
This continued for three days. Coal and water
were exhausted, and the mahogany deckwork
was burned as fuel. The waves ran, mountains
kigh. The boats were stove in, and the jib-
boom, bowsprit and spare spars were lost. For
forty-elght hours Captain Merithew was on the
bridge.

Finally the bunker floors Lurned, but
this scarcely served to keep up steam, and the
last available fuel had gone into the furnace
when the Restaurador sighted El Moro. Cap-
tain Merithew had to burn his last barrel of
pork to get the gunboat into port, and he was
unable to stop to pick up a_pilot.

The Restauradcor, however, suffered no serious
injury. The necessary repairs can be made in
& week, and the gunboat will then proceed for
La Guayra.

were

According to # dispatch from San Juan, Porto
Rico, yesterday, it was then reported there that the
Restaurador was under orders from President Cas-

tro of Venezuela to intercept in the C. bean
the alleged Andrada fillbustering ::p:drl‘gon. o

THE CARACAS OVERDUE AT SAN JUAN.

San Juan, Porto Rico, Jan. 31.—-The Red D
Line steamer Caracas, Captain Woodrick, from
New-York January 26, which was expected to ar-
rive here this morning and to leave to-day for La
Guayra, Ven t
u;ehlzo L e e:i.i‘l"z'“:;:: not yet arrived, being

e was not t y the Venezuelan gunboat
taurader, from Brooklyn January 24, which

i 0
| New-York 5:30 P, M.
‘m—“n.

'SUBSIDY BILL’S PROSPECTS.

HAS RIGHT OF WAY IN THE SENATE—
THE OPPOSITION DIVIDED.

[NY TELEGRAFPH TO THE Tllll‘.\':.]
Washington, Jan. 31.—The Shipping Subsidy

{ bill occupied little of the Senate's time this

afternoon, the conference report on the Army
Reorganization bill displacing it until 5 p. m.
The adoption of this report leaves a clear fleld
for the Shipping measure, whose exclusive right
of way will not be disputed for several days at
least. The proposed conference of Democratic,

Silverite and Populist Senators to devise plans |

for talking the Subsidy measure to death was
called off for the excellent reason that no har-
mony of opinion prevails in the ranks of the
opposition, which cannot make up its mind
whether or not it wants the shipping legisla-
tion now hefore the Senate to fail at this ses-
sion. Senator Jones, of Arkansas, the chairman
of the Democratic National Committee, and
chalrman also of the Democratic Steering Com-
mittee in the Senate, expressed this view can-
didly this afternoon when he said that an op-
position caucus would only disclose irrecon-
cilable diversities of purpose among the Demo-
crats and their Pooullst and Silverite allies.
“We can gain no political advantage by hold-
ing a caucus now,” said Senator Jones. “There
are four or five Democratic Senators who have
announced their intention of voting for the bill,
and it would be useless further to emphasize the
division in our ranks. We are divided on the
subject just the same as are the Republicans.
Some of our people are in favor of simply ex-
posing the viclous features of the Subsidy bill—
which many of us believe is but an Intent to
loot the Treasury—and let the bill go through,
allowing the Republicans to assume the respon-
sibility that is sure to follow. There are some
gentlemen on our side of the chamber who be-
lieve that we should resist the passage of the
bill to the extent of forcing the Republicans to
take the responsibility for the failure of the
annual appropriation bills, if they inslst upon
keeping the Shipping bill before the Senate. The
Republicans are also divided on this question,
and for that reason I do not see how we can
make it a strict party question. There are cer-
tain Republicans opposed to the Shipping bill
who are hoping that the existing deadlock in
the regular business of the session will induce
the friends of the measure to withdraw it. There
are others who insist upon the passage of the
Shipping bill, even if the appropriation bills
have to go unacted upon, and necessitate the
calling of an extra session of Congress. This
is the condition in the Senate to-day, and it is
almost impossible, with so many conflicting ob-
Jects at work, to predict what the outcome will

be. I do not believe that the Administration
desires an extra session.'

Probably the next few days will determine
what measure of opposition is to be attempted

by the minority leaders against the pending bill.
Chairman Jones’s statement clearly indicates,
however, that if th~ Republican managers se-
cure unanimous party agreement on the details
of the Subsidy measure its passage will be de-
layed by a merely formal and half-hearted par-
liamentary fight
=SS

TWO AMENDMENTS  ADOPTED,
NIGHT SESSIONS TO EXPEDITE ACTION ON
THE SHIPPING RILL.

Washington, Jan. 3l.—After the adoption of

| the conference report on the Army bill, on mo-

ton of Mr. Fiy* the Senate resumed considera-

tion of the Shipping biil, and voting began on '

amendments. The amendment inserting fifteen

years for twenty vears as the utmost limit that

ompensation shall be pald pursuant to the biil
was agreed to. Another amendment agreed to
the period within which new vessels
must be completed. Another amendment, pro-
posed by Mr. Aldrich, changes the rate section
by omitting the clauses on nineteen, twentyv and
twenty-one knot ships, and changes the provi-
sion on eighteen knot ships to read: “EFighteen
knots and over, 1 6-10 cents a gross ton.”

Before the Senate acted on this amendment
Mr. Rawlins, of Utah, began a speech in opposi-
tion to the bill. He had not concluded his speech
when the bill was laid aside for the day.

Mr. Chandler gave notice that he would ask
for a night session to-morrow, to advance con-
sideration of the pending measure.

Senator McCumber gave notice of an amend-
ment limfting contracts under the bill to twelve
years, and making other changes in the same
line.  Senator Pettus presented an amendment
limiting the aggregate expenditures to $180,-
CON ) NM),

changes

R
ATTITUDE OF THE DEMOCRATS.
TO CONTINUE THE DEBATE, BUT NOT TO

FILIBUSTER.

Washington, Jan. 31.-—The Democratic Sena
tors and their allles who are opposed to the Ship
Subsidy bill did not hold a formal conference
to-day to decide on a course to be pursued with
reference to that measure, as it had been an-
nounced they would do, the explanation being
that it had been discovered that the opposition
was still so determined as to render a formal
meeting unnecessary.

While there was no ecaucus,

however, there

was a general exchange of views among the.

minority Senators which enabled the leaders to
form a definite idea at the close of the day of
the position of the opposition as a whole. The
decision reached is to continue the debate on
the bill for the present, with the hope of heing
able to keep it going until it becomes necessary
for the Republican majority to take up the
appropriation bills and other measures which
should pass before March 4. They say they have
speeches assured for eight or ten days, and that
other Senators will probably prepare speeches
within that time. Among those who will speak
are Senators Danlel, Caffery, Herry, Kenney,
Allen, Money, Lindsay, Butler and Pettigrew.
Senators Clay and Turner also will make
speeches in addition to those they have already
delivered. t Is expected that Senator Caftery
will talk at least two days. The opposition also
counts on speeches from the Republican side of
the chamrer, Senators Allison. Perkins, Spooner
and McCumber being included in the list of
probable speakers.

The canvass of the situation has convinced
the Democratic leaders that there are half a
dozen or more Republican Senators who would
like to see the bill defeated, even in its amended
form, but they do not expect their votes against
the bill if it should come to a vote. On the other
hand, they count on the loss of some of their
own members in support of the bill.

The Democrats contend that they do not in-
tend to filibuster against the bill, but sgy they
will insist on a thorough discussion before con-
senting to a vote. They take the position that
if there is to be an extra session of Congress
it will be better for them to have the Subsidy
matter among the questions to be considered
by it, and say they are willing to take the re-
sponsibility of the defeat by legitimate means
of this proposed legislation.

e ——

MARITIME CONGRESS FAVORS BILL.

Brunswick, Ga., Jan. 31.—The National Maritime
Congress concluded Its business this afternoon
with the indorsement of Government aid to Amer-
ican shipplng and the creation of a permanent
organization, and adjourned sine die.

After dlscussion by several members, a resolu-
tion on the ship subsidy question was adopted as
follows:

That this is a National business propesition. out-
eide of litles, therefore it is our opinion that it
is the duty of Congress, before the adjournment
of the present session, to revive our shipping upon
the seas by governmenta! ald to American mall
carriers and traders, equitably distributed., sum-
clent in amount to enable them successfully to

compete with the cheaper built, cheaper oper-
a subsidized and bountied merchant ships of
foreign countries in the carrying of our imports
and exports.

Through Pullman 1 New-York t
is via New-York E‘::%:‘ﬁ&'."m:‘iou?i Lea o
St Louls 930
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» arrive next

FIRE DEVASTATES A BIG AREA.

TWO FACTORIES, THREE LUMBER YARDS AND SEVERAL
TENEMENT HOUSES SUFFER.

LOSS PLACED AT $1,250,000; SEVERAL PEOPLE HURT.

' The seven story building owned and occupied
| by the Willlam Wicke Company, one of the larg-
| est manufacturers of cigar boxes, labels and

ribbons in this country, at Thirty-first-st. and

First-ave., and the annex of the factory, with a
| frontage in Thirty-second-st., just east of First-
| ave., were destroyed by fire last night. The
annex building was Nos. 404, 406 and 408 East
Thirty-second-st., and was occupied by a num-
ber of firms. The factory building proper was
No. 401 to 419 East Thirty-first-st. It was
comnected with the annex by an iron bridge,
and in the court hetween the buildings was the
tall chimney of the engine house of the Wicke
company.

Not only was the property destroyed, but the
fire did considerable damage to a lumber
yard east of the premises, five three story
tenement houses, No. 522 to 530 First-ave.;
three flve story tenement houses just north of
the factory building proper, and two lumber
yards in the rear of the tenement houses No,
522 to 530 First-ave. The total loss was esti-
mated as high as $1,250,000.

One fireman was seriously hurt, two sick per-
sons in tenement houses near the factory were
overcome by excitement and were taken to
Bellevue Hospital, a horse attached to a fire
engine was injured and had to be shot, and a
business man, who is sald to be staying at the
Waldorf-Astoria, was found lying unconscious
in the street. He was revived by an ambulancs
surgeon, to whom he said that he was Arthur
Herbst, of the Astor Manufacturing Company,
of Chicago, and that he was staying at the
‘Waldorf-Astoria. In trying to get past the
fire lines he was beaten, he said, over the head
with a club by a policeman.

THE INJURED.

COYLP, Joseph, of Truck No. 12; fell off ladder; both
ankles broken; taken to Bellevue Hospital.

HERHST, Arthur, of the Atlas Manufacturing Company,
Chicago: found unconscious in street: sald to have
bheen hit over head with a club by peliceman.

M'CONNFELL, Mrs, Sarah, of No. 528 First-ave.. was
sick In bed and became hysterical, taken to Bellevue
Hospital.

MORGAN, John, an invalid, of No. 541 First-ave : he-
cams hysterical, carriad out of his home by a police-
man.

By an explosion in the engine house of the
Wicke CCompany in the afternoon two persons
were serfously hurt and a score of persons
slightly injured. The explosion badly damaged
the engine house and blew out many of the
windows of the building, and of those in houses
within two blocks of the building.

A FINE EXHIBITION OF BRAVERY.

A remarkable exhibition of bravery was given
by firemen at the blaze last night. While walls
were shaking and flames coming out of all sides
of the Wicke factory building, they stoed at
their post playhg streams of water upon the
burning structures until they were driven away
by tcagues of flame that seemed at e time to

s e e e
envelope them. A4 they sﬁgpn-tr !om ;'Rp
avenue they were so weak that they appeared
ready to fall, When they could see cleariy
again they descried one of the engines partly
buried by bricks and irreparably damaged, and
a water tower partly wrecked.

How the fire started will probably remain a
mystery. It broke out soon after T o'clock last
night, severa! hours after the firemen who had
responded to the alarm for the fire resulting
from the explosion in the engine house in the
afternoon had gone home. Several reports as
to the cause were heard. One was that th-
chimney of the engine house collapsed about 7
o'clock, and that part of it tore through the
engine house and caused another boiler ex-
This report, it was learned, was un-
founded. Another was that the fire was caused
by spontaneons combustion in the dust near
the machines where the cigar boxes were made.
The explosion early in the day ecracked the large
chimney, and. men from the Buildings Depart-
ment went to the factory soon after it was dam-
aged to tear it dewn, as it was thought that it
would fall at any moment. Superintendent

plosion.

yard of the Wicke company, to the east of the
factory building, was then threatened, and the
lumber yards of the Buckout and Wicke com-
panles in the rear of the three five story tene-
ment houses in First-ave., between Thirty-first
and Thirtieth sts.

GAS TANKS THREATENED.

For some time the flames threatened to reach
the gas tanks at Thirty-second-st. and the East
River. The firemen were afraid that even if
the fire did not get to the tanks the heat might
cause them to explode, and for the first time in
years an order was issued not tg allow any one
within two streets of the fire. This order was
a sweeping one, and affected even newspaper
men and the representatives of the insurance
companies. In order to prevent a possible ex-
plosion the employes of the gasworks let out the
gas In the tank nearest the fire into another
tank, and then turned the gas from thesé two
tanks into. a third near Thirty-third-st. and the
river.

Before the tanks were threatened, the firemen
fighting the "Jlaze on the Thirty-first-st. side of
the factory building were in danger of being
killed by falling walls or by the flames. A
score or more men were standing in this street,
within a few feet of the building. Some were
operating Water Tower No. 3, and the others
were either on ladders or attending to the hose
lines of Engine Company No. 21.

FIREMEN SUFFER INTENSELY.

On one of the ladders was Joseph Coyle, of
Truck Ne. 12. So quickly did the flames spread
that the firemen did not wait to unhitch the
three Lorses attached to Engine No. 21. Mesat
of the firemen wer» then almost ready to drop
where they stood, owing to the intensity of the
heat from the blaze. The horses were prancing
about. The firemen gave no signs of wavering.
however, until a column of smoke rolled down
upon them and shut them from the view of the
spectators for several minutes. When the
smoke cleared away tongues of flame shet out
from the lower windows and some of the upper
ones. The ladder .. which Coyle stood caught
fire and swayved, throwing Coyle to the street.
Some of his comrades picked him up and car-
ried him to a safe place. He was later taken to
Bellevue Hespital, where he was found to have
received a fracture of both ankles.

As he was being carried away a back draught
almost knocked the firemen in the street down.
Some of them. hatless, turned toward the ave-
nue and walked Tor some time in a dazed com-
dition. Others, frenzied with pain, ran toward
the avenue. Among the men in the street at
that time were Captain Roan, “Barney™ Con-
lin, John Flynn and John Gillespie, of Engine
No. 2). To stand at their post a few minutes
longer was almost certain death, but they could
not forsake the hoises attached to the engine
of the company. Several staggered toward the
animals and loosed the traces. It was then seen
tkat one of the horses was weak from the heat
and smoke. The men shouted at the animals
and beat them with a broken trace.

Two of the horses started to run to the ave-
nue, dragging along the weak animal. Near the
avenue was a post, and the horses ran inte it
and caught. The sick horse fell at the
post and his mates, in their efforts to escape
from the scorching heat, dragged him against
the post and inro the avenue. The injured ani-
mal had to be shot

Seon after the horses got clear of the pest,
part of the wall on the Thirty-first-st. side of the
building fell and wrecked Engine No. 21 and
the water tower.

The scene around the fire was indescribable.
Thousands of peopie galhered in all the nearby
streets in an incredibly short time, and kept the
three hundred and ffty policemen hard at work
keeping the fire lines clear.

The fire was the most spectacular that New-
York has ever seen, according to men old in the
Fire Department service. The flames leaped

were

Dooner, of the Ruildings Department, had charge
of the men. He and five helpers were trying to
raze the chimney at 7 o'clock last night.
were on the roof of the Wicke factory building.
They had placed a rope around the top of the
chimney and were about to place another, when
Dooner saw smoke coming from the first floor of
the buiiding. He looked to see what caused the
smoke, and saw flames leaping out of a window
of the first floor. He shouted to the men to
get to the street as quickly as possible, as the
building was on fire, and told them that the
best way to get down was by the fire escapes
on the east side of the building.

They |

CLIMBED DOWN LADDERS.
In a jiffy the men were climbing down the

street and were out of danger. An alarm was :
at once sent in. The first engine companies to
reach the scene were Engine Company No. 21,
whose house is In East Forty-first-st., and Hook
and Ladder No. 7. There was a hydrant near
the main entrance to the factory, and the men
of Hook and Ladder No. 7 and Engine Com-
pany No. 21 soon had a hose connected and
the engine working, and ladders up on the
Thirty-first-st. side of the bullding.

When they got to the building big clouds of
smoke and flames were issuing from a doer
leading int, the basement. Captain Rowan of
the engine company saw that the fire threatened
to do serious damage, and sent in a third alarm.
The heat from the blaze was even then intense
in Thirty-first-st., and within five minutes after
the firemen arrived a fourth and a fifth alarm
When Chief Croker appeared
the alarm “two nines” was sent in. This
brought all the companies that would re-
spond to a third alarm turned in at Houston-st.
and Broadway. Owing to the siipperv condi-
tion of the streets the firemen were somewhat
de.::yi:mu of the windows of the factory had
been blown out by the explosion in the after-
noon, the blaze in the basement was quickly
fanned into raging flames by the many draughts.
About five minutes after it was discovered it
had spread to nearly every part of the building,
and volumes of sparks were soaring high above
the building and falling upon many near by
structures. The heat from the blaze became
every moment more unbearable. To add to the
great odds against which the firemen were fight-
Ing. stifiing clouds of smoke poured out of the
windows and were carried by the strong breeze
toward the firemen in Thirty-first-st.

Before many ladders were raised against the
building the fire had reached the three story
tenement houses at the southeast corner of
Thirty-first-st. and First-ave., and were eating
through the roof of the building. About the
same time the fire shot to the five story building
Nos. 404, 406 and 408 East Thirty-second-st.
The flames ran through this building as if it
were made of very light material. The lumber

were sounded.

ladders, and in a few minutes they reached the {

rrcu

hundreds of feet into the air, and there were
few points in the entire borough of Manhat-
tan from which the blaze couléd not be seen.
For blocks away from the fire the flames made
is so light that papers could be read with ease.

Chief Croker, when seen after the worst of
the fire was over, said that it was the hottest
he had seen in this city for years. He said the

flames had burned with almost incalculable

| rapidity, and that within thirty minutes after

the blaze was discovered the main building was
a wreck, and nothing left but a portion of the
walls.

Captain Delaney said the crowd that surged

about in an attempt to get within seeing dis-

| tance of the tire was the worst he had ever en-

countered
Chief Croker said that the fire was the hottest

he had ever experienced. In First-ave., on both
sides of the street, from Thirty-first-st. south
to Twenty-ninth-st.. window panes were eracked
and melted by the intense heat, and for a ecor-
responding distance northward.

A cab driven by an employe of Bellevue Hos-
pital was allowed to go through the fire linea
by a policeman. It was stopped by Chief
Croker, who wanted to kngw who was in it. He
was told that a person suffering with smallpox
and a physician were in it, and were hurrying
to the hospital where smallpox patients are re-
ceived. He ordered the driver to turn into one
of the cross streets, and not continue up the
avenue.

The occupants of the buildings Nos. 404, 406
and 408 East Thirty-second-st. were the J. By
Colt Company, manufacturers of gas tanks;
Miller, Dubrue & Peters, cigar moids; the In-
novation Trunk Company and the Wicke com-
pany

Chief Croker, speaking about the cause of e
fire, sald: 0

“At T o'clock one of the watchmen went with
a lighted candle into a vault. As soon as he left
the vauit there was an explosion in it. There
must have been chemleals in the vault.”

At 1 o'clock this morning Chief Croker said
that he thought the luss was about 1,500,000,

The fire was said to be safely controiled at

2 ¢'clock this morning. Firemen were playing
many streams on it from all points, and said
there was no danger of any further spread. The
ecrowd was still large at that hour, and it was
plain that many meant to make a night of it
The firemen said the fire would smoulder for &

week.
Sl

FIRE ENGINE STRIKES A QAR

While making an effort to pass a north bound
Third Avenue trolley car 'ast evening Charles
Speck, driver of =ngine Fombany No. 13, situated
in Great Jones-st., ran into a Fourteenth-st. cross-

town car golng west.
The engine was on its way to the fire at Thirty~

CONVENIENT TRAVELLING FACILITIES

2 St eyt 3¢ 32 ST

-b..



