
IKoch & Co;
Great February Sale of

China, Cut Glass and ,

Housefumishings.
The event of the year—a rare opportunity to supply your present
or future needs at a price reduction which means, in many in-
stances, nearly one-half. Last year's sale was a phenomenal suc-
cess, but we are going to break that record if enormous assort-
ments, worthy articles and amazingly low prices willdo it These
items merely picked at random— an entire page could not give you
an adequate idea of the number and variety of the bargains here:

Dinner and Tea Sets. Cut Glass.
DINNER SETS of English Porcelain, 160 pieces, blue Deep, rich American cutting:

print under-glaze decorations; regularly c QQ BERRY BOWLS, 8 in. size, reg. $4.3* • • . .2,73
§\u0084,, ...... O.SO WATER BOTTLES, reg. 82.00 . . ..... y 25DINNER.' SETS of English Porcelain, Mlpieces, blue PfJJ^.J.^^J"'^t/ 5..5..*0 }«
spray under-glaze decoration* with rococo QA

- CLARET JUGS, quart size, reg. $3.00 ,98
ed e; regularly $13.50 . y.-q./ Enamelled Ware.

DINNER SETS of very fine English Porcelain, ita

pieces, fancy shapes,
'

flower Canton, electric blue "IRONCLAD" CRAY STEEL ENAMELLED
and pink floral decorations, gold traced and .. A"V WARE; four coats of enamel. We guarantee each
'..M lines; regularly $16.50 11»%J/ piece in every particular and to be or firstquality. To

DINNER SETS of Austrian China, too pieces, in- introduce these goods we make the,e remarkab j
diklintr soup tureen; purple, pink or wild rose dec- . .... . i

»«"me

orations, «!d staled handles and edges;
- F™s for this sale only:

regularly Si5.00 11.4-/ COFFEE POTS, ipt., 35c; 4 Ft., 38c 6 it.
DINNER SETS, Theo. Haviland Limoges China, 101 42c.

' * F »
pieces, including soup tureen; forget-me-not, violets
and pink floral decorations, rococo edges, ._

_ _
TEA KETTLES, No. 6, 58c; *•'<>• 7- 68c; No. 8,

gold stippled handles; regularly $25. 00. . 10.3 0 80c.
TEA SETS of Carlsbad China, 96 pieces, as-

5.47 FAR
,

MA *°™*S'J t **'
4 t 7°*

sorted decorations; regularly $7.50 ... O.*r/ u |̂lf
"

UC|

Jardinieres. SAUCEPANS AND COVERS, 3 qt., 32c- 4
*"

Jardinieres. 38c. 6qt.,48c.
Newest shapes, assorted underglazed decorations,

t
,ppED

'
SAUCEPANS, 3 qt.,

„
4 qt.. 25c •

with gold tracings and gold lines. . {
_„

C

* ••¦! •» t '*J(»,

7in., reg 2.25. .1.13; in., reg. 2.qS . .1.49
9in.,reg. 375 ¦ •1.88; 10 in., reg. V2> . .2.63 DISH PANS, 8 qt.. 33C;to qt., 39C.

A THOUSAND AND ONE ESSENTIALS FOR HOUSEKEEPING, SUCH AS LAUNDRY SUNDRIES,
KITCHEN UTENSILS, HARDWARE, CUTLERY, WOODEN AND WILLOW WARE. REFRIGERATORS,
IAMI'S, GLOBES, ETC., ETC., IMPOSSIBLE TO GIVE DETAILS, BUT EVERY ONE A MONEY SAVER.

First Showing of

Wash Dresses and Suits
For Girls and Boys.

An advance sale of everything that is new, dainty and pretty for the
Spring of 1901— reliable qualities

—
perfect workmanship— no skimping

of materials. A grand collection marked at astonishingly little prices.

DISFHAXCIIISEMEXT IN MAKYI.ANI>.
TO the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Allow me to give you sonic figures regarding
the effect and the reasons for the passage of the
proposed Disfranchtsement act of my own State

You nay It is not needed because there are rive
whites to one colored. While this is true of the

whole St.it.- taken collectively it la \.ry different
when we make a careful surrey of the returns
from each county. For example, there Is only about
on.- colored man to one hundred whitest In Oarrett
County, but In Charles County there arc actually
over two hundred more negro voters than there
are white-; also, out Of a total vote of 3.!i"l there
Brers i.".>.( that could not read or write, or nearly
•I*,per c. Nt Worcester County In another goo«i ex-
ample, the tot.i! vote being 5,378, and the illiterate
amounting to a total of 2.033, or about 38 per cent,
which Is almost squally divided. The number of
Illiterate whit.-- whs I.MB, and th*blacks numbered
l.t'T.'. and these are conditions that exist in many
other comities; an.l there are only twenty-three
counties In the State.

Now, the total Illiterate vote of the State at the
last election was il:•.•:. or nearly -" p.-r cent of the
entire vote. out of this number only 2&00O, In
rough Bgurea, or less than three-fifths, were col-
ored, the remaining 18,009, over two-fifths, being
white. Moreover, this number (26,0»»>l constitutes
only about 11 per cent of the colored voting popu-
lation of th* State. Would not youi own great
city be anxious to have a law p..>-¦¦! that would
prevent the Illiterate cI.-iks. thai la owned body
and soul by Tammany Hall, and from which that
society draws It strength, from •; fcatlng th-> alms
of i-,»..,i government? i* \\" E.

Baltimore. Jan. 2i. !>?:.
125th Street, West, I^a™'

CONDITIONS IN FLORIDA.

T.i the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your letter asking my views as to the proba-

bilityof fllminating the race question from politics
by the disfranchlsement of the negro voters and Its
effect on the breaking up of the "Solid South" Is
received ilk reply allow me to aay that the race
qu»-»tlon south of Mason and Dlxon'u line Is the
dominant Issue.
It if taking precedence of every other considera-

tion. The consensus of public opinion is rapidly
growing ;ui!«c white people, both Democratic ami
Republlcal, in the South In favor of the establish-
ment .if a white Republican party. The race prob-
lem involves questions which have been the Irre-
presslble conflict of the a«es and will be until set-
tled by some honorable process that shall do equal
and exact justice to both the white, and black races.
Whether It shall come about through the dlnfran-
chlsemetit of the colored race ami going back on
the pledges mads by the Republican party to the
negroes after Th. war or through some other 1">-
HUcal change Is the all Important question of ths
hour.

Th- chief factor In assisting must to break the
"Solid South" lies in the wise economic views .ml
policy of t'le Republican party. The election of
Mr. MeKlnley four years ago and his re-election
last year have had a powerful effect In changing
the Democratic sentiment toward Repub\ranism In
the South. The solid South de facto la already
bursted. Condition)) hive changed here, and witnthem public sentiments on all sound economic oues-tion*.

The white people at the South will not endurenejjro domination ;neither will they atllllate withthem in social or fraternal relations. Conferringimportant Federal (.Hires on colored men is an af-ir...-!i thai .very white mnn in the South tak.-.spersonally. The colored race should b« fully pro-tested in th< legal nnd .institutional rights. Theowner of pr<.j« 11>• hhouJd also be protected through
property qualiii.ation. and also la his rights ofrtoctivc franchise.
It has been my object ever *tm*Iestablished
Th- Florida t»tufe Republican. to i.rtnK theseconditions about. The intelligent Democrats Southare already, for ih. most part, realty Infavor of the

Administrations and the principles of the Republi-can party. The r.i>-«- queMlori -.n.l the appointment
Of negroes to Federal oflu-es 1-. th.- Itterest pillth..'tn.- A<iiniiii.^tr;itioii,i~k< the Democratic party t<>swallow, and. strange to say. the .-mm- thinx "inuy
t.e satdjreUtiya to many will;.-Republicans. Asfor Horida. its leading Intelligent |H-oplv are nl-ready more than half Republican
All the capltallsta, merchants, business men

tankers and manufacturers are In favor of soundmoney, protection, prosper! Klnle) and cipans'ion. Ihey Mttil h/jnp about the ragged e.lre of
the Democratic party «im|.l\ hern me they will not
submit to !.<in« placed on a politlmlequality withth- colored race. The rar# question la one fh.itliiiist solve Itself. Whethrr this he done by Sena-rat.- olonizHtion. tho colorei people .Iw.Illn¦ ex-Hu.-iV.ly l.y tliein!.elves. by the, !!o«k«-r Washington
theory or by amicable political arrangements
guaranteeing Justice 1.. the Nation's t.-n millionproteges Ih the jirc*<-nt absorMm; qur.-tlon at insue.

Editor and Fllbllsl"'r ¦"The rionds Mat* Hepuh.

Tampa, Ha . Jan. :i, lfloi.

BLOCK: &TH AVENUE.- FROM 35 TH TO 36TH STREET, NEW YORK.
WHOLESALE. Furniture Entrance. New Annex 263 to 268 West 36th Street. RETAIL

The Power of Price===Positive, Permanent, Paramount.
VALUE the intrinsic worth of merchandise is of most immense and immediate importance in mercantile matters.

Primarily it makes, shakes or breaks the confidence of the customer, Itis unnecessary for us to boast of the size and
cost ofour stock

—
and transit." As the representative and onlycomplete furniture house inthis country we make

ZFTjTIRISrTT-CTIRIE .A- SPECIALTY.
With others it is but a side issue. As largest purchasers we have the options on every great sale contemplated and con-
summated. We control the market, Our capital, resources, facilities and experience combine to enable us to sell
FUSTIEST FUHNITXJRE .A.T OUSTE-IHI.A.XiIE PEICES ELSEWHEBE

under usual conditions or special sales under various trade names. Every advantage that complete assortments, meritorious
goods and lowest prices insure is constantly offered for the benefit of our patrons. Not only the most for the money, but
the best. Goods selected now willbe held lor delivery until wanted. All purchases sent by freight 100 miles and set up
on premises.

W<x.l> IUK'KKH. In »:oM.-n .. k .r CDt'CU of v*rv U-itlrabl.. <te»Un. «n«wl »|>rin||» ami upholstery, covered in «S EXTENSION TABI*E—very dMirable
vtt Ki"'Vv .1,1 n

a'"'y ?!."''''.
'

''. ur"!v#ll"ur or tnp^try of ratwlleM oualltr an.l choir* coloring- A v»ry C23 dMlicn— with turned lap of spiral style

.?M. ,1, O OC >l«iaiaior Drl
~

b»»ell*d top 42,42. In h*avy «*„*,

rsrjr *;..-.-i;i] \alu«? for C.CD I'AKlji»H 81'IT.ofI••(> pr«tty pivots. in Msrhly polished mahosstnv flnl»li. -«ol !»n finish
—

h»«hly pol- C OO
DININGCHAIR, of novel aM .I*-,: trnmtm \u0084f •nwllent workmanship and finish st)rtfi« «eat noholstersr. cor- 1g 50 lgh<^ Very .pectal at »•«**

ahlr. pattern, with finely finish^! gulden
•*""'' lri "«'!r"1 »a"n «'a mask. \ «ry special at lUljy

oak framt* of fu-ellrnt mak- nn<l finish; . m, \u0084„_, s__i__
•

::;;x;:;'"; 2.25 BEDDING department J'r^'rsggSS
finish. .well" fXt "hß^d SSifbU {S£ TIU/nv CASK* 42»3f1. lOc,«i% I SHEETS. «.«, for v->. Tnrrm, excellent workmanship throughout.
42X2U. Two larr^ an.f two v,,,. ¦ I«SM IMHSi., Ito.iMxSft. Ill*,earh. i we only win be soM at th# following complete bookcase section, neatly made

Estimates Given for Complete Furnishing of Summer Hotels, Seaside Cottages and Country louses,
BipsMOARD of pretty d*sl«il. in pol j CHIVTONIER In poll»h«-<l «olden oak IARM CHAIR all upnol«t«red. nm- MUSIC CABINET, in DOlished ma-i«h*l rnlflon ..ilk. carved corner tinioh. with 4 lance drawe™. 2 small Iclass springs and upholstered in royal ¦\u0084,.., ._,«>, _\u0084„ m.m «^.. m.stanchions and panels: two drawers anil drawers ami hat box; nicely made and Idenim of superior quality eCMtlve e«l-

° '*ny nnisn. with trim, door. ormss
cupboards: Lire.- and unmll shelves; r)nlsh»M throughout; carved cor- C fIC Iorlns" and Arstaii: plea;*.*. Iien rsll aalltry. complete Interior, with ad-
Prenih bevelled -mirrir. Itttt Qoc in. aivl psasl Very special at «•«« Ivalence. Remarkable ralue for 'T.3U lustaMe shelves. Very pretty ROTIn.; choice style, at O.CvJ n ¦ i

———
„—.^—i

—
—^—^—

! c t i O.iO
—————__— . WARDROBE DAVENPOKT SOFA, with excellent soring* And uOhftlsterr full

* ep*cta! at

Ii-.-!ll1iII'm1«I Within -\u0084.,1 «in.. »prtim »-i«. neat, hack and arms covered In Pattdad Tapestry of choice .-nlortna.
VT. I. ¦

*llln'"JM
"

1 11le« lined wardrobe (action. self opener, commodious and very well ma.le 1C OK HAILIIOAD FAIIES ALLOWEDon AllI'nrrhnnMofMiirftvfr. our sreilal '•rl'* only 10.30 OUT-OF-TOWN BUYERS.

Wagon Deliveries All Suburbs and Seaside Resorts as far South as Asbury Park and Throughout Long Island.

Carpet Department Upholstery Department.
A very complete and comprehensive assortment of Carpets— lnrlti<ltn«f the ._ „-«._¦-»._ \u0084^k

- _„,„
latest **¦*.in Velvets. Wilton*. Savonner-.e.. * sad ,he mo,, desirable p.. lW cX*+ i^&rSSa J3 Wlndo'w^a^lVo'f "S^S^T^^SLterns In all other weaves and Rra.le,.. v.-ry low;prlces and opportunities for most «l«ns ¦L2JS! moderate prtces. iraper.es or me most approved ae-
satlsfactory selection. special

IVJRTIEREf*. very pretty styles; res. Talu* 1.30 tach, 7Q«
RKMNANTS OP OILTLOTH. In sizes for stars* or ranires: excellent qunlltv. FIGURED BU.K">i.ink of best aiualltv "re*

'

value 16c "ier'rard mvery .lural-1.. and of rhoi.e p;ii»rn». Also .N< I.Kl'MS. worth 7:..- each. 1R» special M. ¦¦ ym"*°
Jt"~ •*' 3r

"
r<l• |jjq••

IOf. and IOC .pec!™™*"1"" BWIW **'"
wld#- fl!W<Kl *iIMdY"re's." 'value i.v inf

INGRAIN STAIR CARrETS of ex. eiii-nt choice deelrns. In Af\r Ct^lkTiu^*'i^^''^'l^^rn'^^Zii^''^l'''}
I'i^''1'i^''-J^r' l.)t•r.mhlnattons of red, blue, olive and inn.H: very iq«evUl at *HJC special /............;'. wwe.. re*, rani* «oe.; OQr

TAPKSTItV HRISSRI.S. lu> pUce, of rhol.est patterns and colorings, EC,, MdJ^SfaC 85*^35^!^ f°r Ch'" ''*<9:
'*"'

c'""^«:'Vh^lce

—
50c

MOTII.KI. WILTON VELVET RUGS of choices, quality desirable
"-- '""»''«'<»•

"" ' ""«»«™« «M. ..v «-°™"s. Estimates
colorinKS: In size. tatt ft.; at

*
10. /b "~"

_̂__„^.^^^

FUKNriI U11.1..N HAM.I:rNM:KS of exceptionally elegant style and fin- •n^^n^e.l^"^^"^I'^1'^ \ £""*"»
'

Ooods-142 pages- po.tage
r« quality, in Orl.nti.l. nV. t . rascisc In Bis* Iroai 2 ft. 3 '"• *. ft. UP to Sft b^irs"'- FOr HV. thifull set «*?•! "ft™* * describe, Medium and«-iT ft., at »•« attract

'
buyers. i "X' Tioy t de»rrlhai Xt^mrn and

.An MtonMv*,•.art.M of lM<;s in..!. fr"nl earsti Including Orussels. A»min SECTION' 2 descr»be» Umnt. Table- IP^^OS* I*.* rumlture— 3o4 pases—

i^Ba^ffl^&v^ i>inin*n"n"°m io.oo wr *
c~ll2c
~112 'm

—
*•«•* fc ;

x*gzs* ¦<^ m

—
1

' "
HK.TION 3 describes I'ttwlstery and \ n8u»P"»s. *tc lOJ pases-post-

rARLOR SI IT of 3 pieces, of very II a *
s s

"
M^*MMI

" **"'
—^"^^^»— i

handsome desi n and excellent work- ilOHQPTIIftiIC111niY C*«•/%/-» 2 Iry V X̂.AItr\ BOOKCASR in golden
n,ansh,p mah.*any frame, flne,y iluubeiurnisning specials. -^^cte;
carved: all upholstered in figured tap- —-———__»____

—
_____^___

° "
wltn «dlus,abl« .helves. plaf glass

estry of fine quality; very durable and

————————
—>___. —¦—_«—_______, <Soor sad •*«*li«nt locks; very IQCO

S'-...~ .•"::*'.."!:: 40.90 SEWING MACHINES ifims^sssguiss
"""""""•'

——————_____ The Speedway is th*- lateat Sewing nfih^?l ô^^'lh*.
"'"'

thtt •»•» TOILET SET. complete. very pretty
Machine added to our stock of hUh v^i.tt A^ JK^f*- J" * tram>!n'!ou* «*>»P«s. V*1 «c» *»'"»- all l«_SJ>

A complete a,..,,,™, of «_«. in
--• 'gg^^j^J^ g^A;{S^^OTiISSS, & 2£T.\™'.*"..'^.»

*
1.98China, iron, Wsa« an.l Marble hum doing the fine., or ,he heaviest t/on wl» SnltaST^ *£.*>**+£»«>-The best works, striking hour, and half ra 1

- _
'!;' _*; hl«hly Polished. VASE37«d rTTCHBRJI H'lSif**

_
.DINNER FAir> of heavy tin. with

hours, fancy dials and ail the latest To Introduce this tine machine . as
«»a FITC-—|« as low Ig. thr^ compartments: stron*ty

.proved mechanisms. cms" OQQ wZSStfStg* * "
raW
'r 14.95 -*«•.««.«:«*» 23C

CIJOCK. only O.y0 """
RI^CKINO BOX IngaWen «all finish-1

~~>~™" i^UxF^lFtr? __: __«-«» jade PARLOR LAMPS. LIBRARY

tlcal and superior to all other* Make. \u0084n|
ne, », ,h^ 1,-SJelr Tfi m* - »af—m »*rteiv and finest .etMMon

?,;"»onry althfUl.-.""-.«»l 66C 2-5 ttJSSjZT* y
AelL— -.IJ^^^W^'WTK^ g.r^L.-p.

- ,o. a. Mg
Mtrcnr and of exe^iiPrl» m«!c.«Li nA, '!«•* Lnmps as low as !•*<?

MEAT ROAItI.of white wood; 9c *sr*SrVd»»iiwiP_e sa^'issrr.^.rssc KltClWn £""»*" «'
•-

Bxl3 In.; very useful; chean at f Ut\fcI^JPI.NO OUTFIT QQ«for *OL
vpniPTvrrAmvpr.f..* Full line of MANORS and HEATERS

A complete assortment of SATCH .. ¦
._ ... i, CA

"'
iNfJj.er ,»!» »m «l- at lowest prices. Parlor Heater, lanre

KUi. BAOH and TRUNKS ¦ a", , Atoo a
'

Vyl" of UMBRAS reduced i"1_??*i'ft \n,pcl
'
3h^ °» nnl'hi and prettyf Boo*, oowerf.il hearer, full

DRESB SUIT CAKES In all leather, and
•<> one-tMrd and some one-half off the :h.f,'he* ,,a _.__ cuj'l*«M has 3 nickel ornamented, worth fully

Of excellent workaanshlp and flm.h
"U USUaI "**

door^mfr^r •?£_? 2??* 5*"h °1 h*<*>; 'V"M for this week 7.98uour, mirror rroai mix. of crystal cnljr I•3<J

!»J« tt.v. v.::¦i% JSLT <>f
™

ttnnn
''

-OAKS and *£'-=^W°«S-^ '
89c «E__-*

'

s__ '_=
-

only •»»» fine domestic porcelain, neatly decorate*
CHOPPINC rowi fmal ft

STORE SATURDAY EVENING UNTIL10 O'CLOCK'.
n MTeral colors, the h J that sells

*¦"'¦""' ': 9c STORK OPEN SATURDAY EVENING UNTIL10 O'CLOCK. *»!tt^^°J^''«%£s

SMALL HOPE IX LOUISIANA.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: 1 deem It advisable to premise such observa-

tions as your request seems to demand by a brief
statement of the position of "The Item." For 1
take It that it Is the views of the paper and not
my own that are desired "The Item" Is inde-
pendent in the full sense of the term upon all local
issues, but upon questions of National Importance,
believing In sound money and protection, is gen-
erally In sympathy with the policies of the Repub-
lican party. It Is not hi touch with the Democratic
State administration, nor identified with either of

the two wings into which the Republican party
here Is divided. From such a eoegaa of vantage it
undertakes, without partisan bias, to serve the
public interest and to promote the progress and
prosperity of this section. 1 may be mistaken, but
Iindulge in the conviction that In so far as this
State is concerned th. opinions of "The Item"
may be accepted as dispassionate and free from
prejudice.

The disfranchisement of the negro declared in

the Louisiana Constitution of MM was to become
effective only tfter December 31 of that year,
but by the voluntary action of the colored race
it »ms practically made operative upon the adop-
tion of the new suffrage enactments. Immediately
after tbe Incorporation Into the organic law of
these prescriptive provisions, the opinion was very
largely entertained that the long expected op-
portunity for the organization of a powerful white
Republican part} had at last been afforded. la
fact, the enthuFlastlc predictions of The Tribune's
Birmingham correspondent sound like mere echoes
of the forecasts here.

Nearly a quarter of a century of undisputed
domination had encouraged the Democratic
"bosses" to abandon the conservative anieconomic
policies which popularized the terms of Wli;z.
Nlcholls and McEnery, and by an Insidious tut
steady extension to strengthen the power and
patronage of the Executive BJai to erect a ma-
chine, with the Governor at its head, which abso-
lutely controlled the selection of public officers.

Without undertaking to enumerate the causes, it
may be stated as a fact that in both ISM and i:»»J
a majority of the white people of the State was
opposed to the Democratic party, its methods and
its abuHes. But, extended as wus the dissatisfac-
tion which existed, the opposition lacked cohesion,
and there was no jilatform apOBJ Which Its irrecon-
cilable elements could l>e unit«->l. As a ion»«-iiuence
the recalcitrants either abstained from voting or
preferred Democracy to Wlmberly or Warn

An effort was made to organize a white Repub-
lican party. This . ftori. in--. of meeting enoour*
wgenient at the hands of the Administration, was
Intentionally discriminated against througti the
machinations oX the resanaat of the old Carpet Bag
regime, aide! and abetted by Senator H.n.:. anu
his associates.

An appeal to the electorate readtl} Indicated that
the vast majority of the Republican party—lf so
magniloquent an expression be permissible in re-
gard to ko slight a vote— was allied With the fac-
tion commonly designate as the "Sugar Planters."
The "Sagar I'lanterV accoidinsly commandedrecognition at Philadelphia, but were subsequently
again Ignored by the President.
It would be im;>o~»i!ii<- to convey any adequate

Impression of the Utterues* of the «-ninity pro-
voked by the carpet baggers during the nine yean
of their disastrous rule, or the strength with
Which it has endured. No part* in which War-
moth or Kellogg Is estimated a factor can attract
to its support any but Interested follower* The
prominence of the (eraser in die metis of the
"Sugar i'lanteYs," as well as the general belief
that the Republics of the su*;;tr and rice pro
ducers aroeeedai from purely selfish motives, kepi
aloof from their ranks every otlier disaffected el*-
ment. On the other hand. Kellogg's influence at
Washington sn i the favor accorded the carpet tia«
and negro coalition which la entrenched in tbe
Custom House has created the Impression th.it the
Administration is arrayed against the better senti-
ment of the p. ojile of the South.

L"od< ¦ such conditions it may readily be appre-
ciated that no sane man looks hopefully forward
to the redemption of ]»ulslaua. or even to tbe
alignment of the section which .!.¦;.<¦!;,!-< upon pro-
tection with the party that supplies It.

These are some among the causes that have con-
tributed to the sorry showing made by the Repub-
Means of this section at the polls Bui even Ifa
party organisation were established to which the
people could be Induced to rally, merely the first
step would be taken in the contest which Is < x-
pected "to be followed by a breaking up of the
Solid South."

So long as the present Iniquitous election laws
continue to disgrace our statute books there is not
the remotest chance of turning out the machine
The people vote, hut the Governor's appointees
control the result. Not until the disgruntle.! ele-
ments that oppose Democracy, as practised In thin
State. shall have made common cause against f-le-
tion methods which are devised to throttle any fairexpression of the popular will, can we hope for
that peaceful revolution which alone can afford usrelief!

The new Constitution makes it impossl!.!*- for th.-
Governor to succeed himself. There is a po«.;-
hlllty that a falling out over the spoils may yet
disrupt the local Democracy. In this—not In th»upbuildingof a white Republican pftrtj—lies as vrt
the one hope of the opposition

LIONEL ADAM."
Managing Editor of "The Dally Item

"
New-Orleans, Jan. 22. IML

ALABAMA WOULD BE REPUBLICAN.
To the Editor Of The Tribune.

Sir: AConstitutional Convention h.m been railedtlie prime object of whl<-h is to disfranchise theIlliterate negro. The .juestion has bsea submitted la
the people, .lection to be held In May. Th. rail
••in be susuined^-that Is to say. it willbe -coinfed
I"

"
I am a Republican and was the recent ncml-

ne« of the party for Governor. Still.Ifavor the
dUfranehlaement of the negro. My reasons for so
•loin;; are obvious. In the first place, after an ex-periment of more than a third of a century he can-
not, as a rule, protect his ballot; he can neither
withstand bribery nor resist force. He has to beeternally watched, and a virtue which always needs
guarding is not worth the sentinel. The negro In
but a Fprlngboard. from which a horde of dirty
Republican patronage seekers spring into Federal
Job*. I-IS the victim of the ballot box stuff.'r the
ilub with which Democrats break Republican
beads

The negro counties are the Democratic counties;
the white the Republican. Where two races exist
in one locality the principle of race preservation
will stimulate each. The white race will dominate;
will use any method nc'CMary to accomplish that
end. from a shotgun to a 2 by Iballot. Eliminate
the negro from politics and you eliminate the only
cause for prejudice against him Mad it not been
thai ballot box stuffing rendered him easily con-
trolled there would not have been many live ne-groea tn the South to-day. The negro Is the baling
and tic» which holds the white vote compact. The
same cause produces like effect on the same clans
of business men and extends from Maine to Texas,
i»ur business men are for MeKlnley.but were forcedby a disreputable Republican leadership, h.ineii upon
an itinorunt negro vote, to vote for Bryan. in
other words, gentlemen will not follow the lead
of the Republican pie distributors of Alabama

The poor negro— he who means well—Is the Inno-
cent keystone which keeps up this arch of political
disgrace*. The protective tariff and sound money
sentiment of Alabama Is sufficient to-day to make
this n Republican State, provided the negro could
not be counted. CHARLKfI P. l.Wr.

Proprietor •The Tribune."
HuntbviHe. Ala . Jan. 24. ISOI.

Mi: MACKMGHTS LETTER.

tTo
the Editor of Th. Tribune,

filr: Th. day is near at hand when the ne-
groes of Alabama bl'J be disfranchised by law,

like thon of North Carolina and Mississippi.

No other purpose was in view in the calling

of a Constitutional Convention for the present
year, and Republicans throughout the South arc
'peculating on the iiroliable effects of this legis-

lation, which has been loyked upon generally
as retrogressive and. ina manner, destructive.

At the outs«-t it may be stated as a certainty

that in i',. South it is believed the Republican

PATty will be strengthened and benefited In the
'•nd by the limitations of the franchise now pro-
posed and already accomplished. At first sight

their reason for this beli?f is not clear, but it

becomes so on closer examination.
The "tolid South' is already honeycombed

with Republican Ideas and new grown faith in

Republican policies-. Everywhere in these days

Ivou
hear the common people MtyiOC: "We always

have good times when the Republican party Is

in power at Washington, and bad Hires when
the lioimx-rats ire in power."

In the recent Presidential <ampaign several
counties in IMS State gave suSistanlial majori-

ties for the McKinley electors, while purporting

the I»em<>( iatic Stat« ticket. And it was the
universal s ntimejit among the substantial people
of the Plate that tli. sun-ess of the Republican
liar:; was devoutly to In* wished for. The most
influential newspapers of the State— "The Mont-
gomery Advertiser" and "The Birmingham

News"
—

while nominally Democratic, came out
broadly against Bryan and in favor of Me-
Jvinley. on the ground that the business Inter-
ests of their constituents could not afford the
disturbance and uncertainty which must inevi-
tably result from the election of the former.

Coder this policy the circulation of these
papers, and of others which took the same view,
was greatly increased, and they may be practi-
rally regarded to-day as permanent bulwarks
of Republican national policy in the South.

Industries are growing up rapidly throughout
the South, the su -..ss of which is largely, ifnot
wholly,dependent upon the maintenance of Re-

&, publican policies and a permanent and steady
¦financial system. Th. ruin which would sweep

over these enterprises from any sudden and
violent disturbance of either of these conditions
would resemble the havoc made by the hurri-
.-sne at Galveston. This important fact is deep-
ly impressed upon the minds of all those enter-
prisitig men—thousands of whom are of South-
ern birth—who have embarked their brains, skill
and oai>i:ul in tho development of their section's

t
marvellous resources. Itis becoming daily more
familiar t« i:e gra4ll farmers and landowners.
to the artisans and to those who earn their
livelihood by daily «011.

Some of the results are right on the surface
where all may we* them. Wages have almost
doubled in many pursuits in the last three years,
nd thousands of men who were helplessly idle

at the beginning of that period are now em-
ployed steadily at good pay. This Is not only

I
true of the Birmingham district, but it is equally
*o of all the titles a^id towns of this State and
inner Mate*, and bus in many places spread
out into the country districts.

Birmingham's growth has been phenomenal.
Nothing to uijjroarh it has been seen in
the I'nited Stater, in recent years. The census
reports snow that the city nearly doubled in
population in the las» ten years. But that isonly an index to the story. The amount ofcapital invented in great -nterprises

—
coal. iron

steel and manufacturing—has been quadrupled,
and in merchandising and banking the increase
has been enormous. The greater proportion of
this increase has come since MeKlnley was
elected President, and all the people of Alabamaan becoming aware of the fact.

Now. the bearing of all this on the "race prob-
lem and on the political situation is not farto seek. (eliminate the race problem and thewhite voters will divide, of their own accord onparty lines. Even the old Bourbon Democracy
which will always seek to maintain Its suprema-cy in State affairs, willlargely vote for Repub-
lican policies in the Nation to long as Itbelievesthat it can foster and promote its business Inter-ests by so doing. The "common people" arepoking for light. They have not had much as

But they are waking up. Within the lastyear or more many of them hive made trips to
the cities -« thing they have never done hereto-fore. They are putting a little furniture into
their ceblns. and in many cases replacing their
cabins by comfortable cottage*. They are In-troducing lamps into their homes, and striving
to give their children at least a knowledge ofreading and writing, the lack of which they arebanning to feel keenly n their own rase.
Thousands of these "common people" are crow-Ing restive under »he domination of a "rulingclass." who have always directed them withsomething <>f a menace in their tone. to vote
?olid for the Democracy in order to prevent
n< gro ascendency • They begin to see the strings
which hive *\u0084 long moved th i- frightful buga-
r<o3, and the virtual disfranchlsement of thenegro will give it the coup de grace. They arebeginning In think ana act for themselvesThey are naturally a liberty loving and inde-pendent spirited people. The time for keeping
them down as the 'white trash" has passed,
and. with the negro bugaboo forever silencedand laid away, they will find their natural place.n the Republican party, to which they have a ,
strong lean in*. ;

Negro leaders and representatives of negro
tnougni .ike Booker T. Washington and Pro-
fessor Oouneill. have long held that the right to
vote is really demoralizing and damaging to
either negroes or whites who have no intelligent
realization of th' obligations of citizenship.
That there are many su< h of both races In theSouth, as well us in other parts of the country
nobody question* It may be that only the Ig-
norant negroes can be disfranchised in theSouth, while the ignorant whites will be ac-
corded their full rights as citizens— so long asthey v..?.- the Democratic ticket.

But that even Ignorant whites will long sub-mit to th. ,1). tat ion under which they have livedIn the past is not to be expected. The leavenis at work. The intelligent classes are breakingaway from the leading strings and driving
strings \u0084f the Bourbon bosses, and the day is athand wh-n those who are less favored by educa-
sin«.rV <?rtun*vwill support, at least" In Na-
tional affairs, the party which has recentlybrought them relief from Intolerable burdensand depression, and which offers them hopeand Independence for the future
ih^ taJ?' n

*
23 m°*irrobablyi be the first of).«« It.n
'**

er
-
t« 1 States to *oln the Republi-can ranks of its own free willand accord Thischange willcome soon or late, according to thewisdom and honesty of the Republican leadersof the State, who are now divided and hagjrllhe

over spoil*. The ranks can be quickly ailed i?with enthusiastic recruits under the Impetus
which has been given by Improved conditionsthat are universally ascribed to Republican sue.cess. Rut for the biokerinx and Jealounlej
which now exist among the rival factions, theRepublican party, with the race problem settled,
could noon Ic made an Important force in theaffair; of thin State.

All the South, and Alabama In particular. is
Inneod ofmn scholars. Thousands among the
rising generation will be. like their fathers,
wholly illiterate. The habit of reading cannot
In- cultivated among persona who have not
learned (lie alphabet, it is a hopeful sign that
even in the most remote country districts, where
njpny <>f the denizens have be«) accustomed to
look on •duration as a bad thing, there Is an
Increasing desire for schools. Parents are mak-
ing t>*<riflre*in order to send their boys and
girls to such schools as are available. These
are often primitive affairs, but they are a step-
ping stone, and with their increase the demand
fo-reading matter la growing \u0084

•
Thousand* of codes of Th* Weakly Tribune

A BBRIOUf) PROBLKSI IN OBORQIA.
To the Kdltor of TIM Trihune.

Sir: In reply t. y.i.n request as to our views
loachlag iiu^ of dinfi•

•n< iiising the negrooi
and taa efT<.< of su< li a course on the "Solid
South" la] the future of the Republican party Iti
th" Eouthera S;.it«s. I will say: It is ¦serious
problem one th.it calls for the beat thought of

patriot North and South.
Tho ignorant himl purrhasahla negro rots i* a

iaagcroits meii.u c to the cause of good govern-
ment, so is the ignorant and purcnasable vote of
ariy other race, but in the South fully SO per cent
of this class of voters is r. presented by tho aagro

HMO. The great mass of thl>; dangerous vote
would aava been eliminated in Georgia years ago

by a clause in the Constitution of 1877 requiring
th it every voter shall have paid all taxes due up
to the year of the election, had it not been defeated
by the whiskey party In Georgia. In lighting the
spread of prohibition, by paying the taxes of this

ila.-s of negro voters and rushing them to the
polls in droves.

This class of negroes, bad as they may appear,
are not so much detected as the professional negro
oftireseeker by the white people of the South. Re-
move the fear <»f negro domination from the South-
ern mind and you will remove one of the founda-
tion stones that supports the "Solid South." The
dlsfranchlsermnt of the mass of Ignorant negro
voters would be a step In that direction. Iam not
so sure that -uch a step would result In making
th. loMtl^Republican, if it were possible to ellml-
i.at.- the nice <juestion from politics in the South
the policies if the Republican party would l>e
more in h.irnunv with progressive Southernthought and interests than thos» of the Demo-
cratic party. The "Solid South" would crumble If
.such mm as Major Hanson, of Macon. and Colonel
K. J. I.owry, of Atlanta. Were invited and encour-aged in the counsels of the party, to the utter ex-clusion of the petty politicians who manipulatethe ptirty machinery so as to maintain their exclu-sive grip on all the delicious fruits of patron**

•
who alvo cold comfort to desirable rcctu)>i ua

IN SOUTH CAROLINA.
To the Editor of Th» Tribune.

Sir: There exists a determined purpose on th«
part of the South to disfranchise the negroes. This
purpose Is undisguised and Is boldly advocated In
private and In public life. In the legislative balls of
the Southern States and In the Congress of the
Nation. Mississippi. Louisiana and South Carolina
led the arnault nrairiFt the political rights and
privileges of the negro, and through constitutional
conventions have succeeded in practically annulling
within their bounds the Fifteenth Amendment.
Other Ptates are following their example. It has
long since been apparent to every thoughtful mind
that thin purpose to disfranchise the negro in the
South Is fl*eland settled. The declaration has gotif
forth that so far as possible every negro Is to be
disfranchised, but no white man. except for crime.
The question might be asked. What crime? Any
pretext will disfranchise the negro. It will require
any number of reasons to disfranchise Iwhite
Democrat.

There w.i hope in the hearts of the negro. that
the Republican party would stay this tide of open
lawlessness |.ra< d against them, and refuse to
allow th* Constitution of the I'nited States to be
ruthlessly trampled upon, but one adverse decision
after another has been handed down from the Su-
preme Court, and contest after contest has been
decided against him In Congress, giving the seat to
the Democratic contestant who had secured the
election certificate, as the immediate result of this
disfranchising system, proving the hope baseless.
Guaranteed rights and privileges under the Con-
stitution proved to be such only In name.

State rights were the pernicious doctrine for
which the South fought forty years ago. and on
the battlefield she was defeated. State rights is
the. pernicious doctrine for which the Democratlo
par\y fights to-day In the political arena, and herpersistence Is leading on to victory. The Ideas and
wishes of the South are being acquiesced In by theNorth, and these are gradually revolutionise
sentiment and policy. The disfranchising of thenegroes is bringing the North and the South to!gether The North, like St. Paul, is "consenting
to the death of Stenhen." but the future hope ofthe race lies in a possible conversion or awakening
of the North and the South to a sense of humlll«•'«•' bees use of Injustice and wrong perVtrmted and•»o««l. *nd a "•*"">to methods more In keepingwith that expression of true chivalry. "The land o?the free and the home of the brave"*

ThoFe who oppose negro manhood suffrage havesucceeded by wiles and strategy in bringing aboutthe present condition of affal«: and "£& adroTuy
adjusted themselves to the commercial Idea orepirlt which seems to Influence the dominatingclass la the ooliucal affairs of the count™ Thl
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RACE PROIII.DI IX THE SOITH.
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WILL DISFRANCHISEMENT OF THE NEGRO PROVE TO

BE ITS SOLUTION?

Republican ranks and cater to the most offensive
allies, lost they should lose their prestige in a
strong organization dominated by men of character
and brains.
It is suicidal to appoint to office men who for

any cause are distasteful to the educated sense of
the dominant race !n wealth, intelligence and
morality. In any community North or South. There
are thousands of the very best white citizens in
Georgia, Alabama and other Southern States who
are In thorough accord with the principles of the
Republican party, but who will never sacrifice
their self-respect by Indorsing the appointment of
negToes to of!lee in white communities, but who
would gladly support the party Ifthese distasteful
appointments were not made.

R F THDMPSOX.
Editor of "Tre National."

Atlanta. Ga., Jan. 29. 1901.VIEW? OF SOUTHERN EDITORS ON THE QTESTION.

The «>•» of (he follow letter* earn* «•
the Trilion*-. ¦•••¦!< It**.from J. A. «•«•-
Knlslil. »vlio «%¦•• at «a» (Imf Ialt** States
(oml ii.M Helena. He has been for yrmrm
la ha>ln<» In Illrmliicrliniu.Ala- To see how
far ii«» Han of the «Ituuiinn In that State
and la (he ftoatb senerallr were held by
other*, a roar of the l«*ler «¦«• teal fa tlie
editor* of IrMlng li.-iiiilillmu and Inde.
liendent ««••» «|inp«-r» la the Southern State*,

the «iii-\)«t»rerelt-ed are given belotri

should be circulated in all those regions where
Republican notions are budding or In an in-
cipient state The Republican leaders Inevery

Southern State ought to see to this, but as most
of them are thinking only of their selfish In-
terests, any such enlightened project will have
to be carried out by Individuals. It is my

opinion that no such field exists to-day for a
Republican paper of National standing like The
Tribune as Is to be found in this State and In
other sections of the South. All that is neces-
sary Inorder to secure subscribers Is the knowl-
edge that such a paper can be had each week for
ft a ytar.

As a missionary of Republican Ideas it would
be invaluable, while the information It contains
on agriculture and horticulture, on general
topics and on the n»ws of the day. would render
it a teacher and an educator whose influence
would rapidly spread in all directions.

J. A. MACKNIGHT.
Birmingham, Ala.. Jan. 20. 11*01.

negro has not yet become a commercial factor, and
in this lies the iukewarmr.»«« of the Government In
his defence. The Government Is feeling here and
there and everywhere for commercial partners, and
as the negro In the South does not measure up to
the requirements of the spirit of the times another
partner is chosen, who ha* been bitterly opposed to
him ever *Inc«his enfranchisement. We do not pay
that these opponents of negro manhood suffrage
are not sincere In their professed desire to con-
tribute to the material progress of the Nation, but
we do say that the concessions that they request
the conservative, and patriotic element of the Na-
tion to make are incompatible with the Idea that
this Is truly an asylum of the oppressed, the home
of the free, a Nation where all classes of its
population are allowed equal rights before the law
without regard to previous conditions. It Is pur-
chasing the reconciliation of this class at too high
a cost, as future results, If the policy Is fully
acquiesced In by the Nation, will surely demon-
strate.
It may be considered mere sentiment to say that

"righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin Is a re-
proach to any people." yet no nation can he re-
garded just which consents to the virtual re-en-
slavement of more than 12 per cent of Its population
for the sake of insuring its monetary enhancement.
Thin In its essence Is what the nullification of the
negro's rights as a citizen means.

There Is a growing sentiment in the Nofth. In
harmony with the sentiments of the South, that
this Is the "white man's country." and that the
negro should stand aside politically. There Is little
doubt as to the outcome of the present trend of
sentiment and policy. Heyond a doubt It means
the elimination of the race question from politics by
the illegal withdrawing of rights and privileges
guaranteed to the negro by amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, and hence the
elimination from active participation In political
matters of the race which for thirty-five years has

been a bone of contention In American politics.
This will divide the "Solid South." and bring Into
existence in the South a Republican party whose
antecedents and ideas are alien to Republican
principles, and will be the beginning- of a rapid
change In National policy, resulting- for a season at
least In the dominance of Southern Ideas and senti-
ments throughout the country: but In the reaction
that will surely follow the negro will receive, the
rights and privileges to which as a man and a
citizen he Is entitled. GKORGE C. ROWE.

Charleston. S. ('.. Jan. M, 1901.

Mr. Howe, although a native of Connecticut,

has lived In the South since 1870. He was for
nine years editor and publisher of "The
Charleston Enquirer." recently discontinued.

—
[Ed.

WILL NOT END THE RACE PROBLEM.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Ido not believe that the disfranchlsement of

the negroes will eliminate the race question from
politics and that It will rapidly be followed by a
breaking up of the "Solid South."

My reasons for this belief may be summed up as
follows: The agitation In States like Mississippi.
Louisiana and South Carolina, where constitutional
conventions have performed the task, stamps out
all hope of such a wished for millenium.

The cause of the solidity may he traced/to slavery
and antedates the bestowal of the right of suffrage
upon the black man. Certainly, then, it is unrea-
sonable to presume that one of the subsidiary re-
sults of a disease, upon its removal, would cure the
ailment from which the patient i*suffering.

While the negroes are now regarded by sense as
an Incubus upon the growth of the Southern section.
their annual value to the South and to the Nation
may well be computed upon the basis of their labor.

The value of the corn, wheat, oats and cotton
aggregate tfi.noo.Ofm a year, and his progress may
be measured by the wealth which he has accumu-
lated during the last thirty years.

The South is not solid because of the negro fran-
chise. The vision of negro supremacy has passed
away forever, and with the State governments In
the hands of the Democratic leaders all hope of
negro supremacy is absurd.

The States referred to as having eliminated the
negro as a political factor are even more strongly
Democratic than before and laugh at any attempt
to disturb their political authority by the doubtful
expediency of turning Kick the hands upon the

lock of progress and relegating the negro, which
obtained previous to the beginning of the Civil War.

JOHN MITCHELL,JR..
Editor of "The Planet."

Richmond. Va., .lan. 23. 19W.


