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CROKKK IN XKW-YOKK.CIX)ICXli IN KXGLAXD.
since about I.NVihas remained the absolute boss
of both th.- society ami th. orgarjizatW'n.

Then the author gi\es these points in Croker*3
career:

Mr. Croker was born near Cork. Ireland, No-
vember '_M. IM.'I. Ilia father was a blacksmith,
who emigrated to America in ISM, and settled
in a squatter's shanty in hat is now the upper
portion of Central Park. From his thirteenth
to hia nineteenth year young •'rok.-r worked as
a machinist. At a very early age he distin-
guished him-- If In the semi-social fist fights
which were a part if the life of the "gang" to
which he belonged.

'
He became, tradition has

it. the leader of the 'Fourth Avenue Tunnel•
Jang." and fought a number of forma! prize-

fights, in which ha came out victor.
At the beajininaj of the Tweed regime, accord-

ing to his testimony before the |"nanrtt Com-
mittee, he as an attendant under Judge Bar-
nard arid "th- r judges in the Supreme Court.
Upon leaving that i.la. for aoaaj« reason not
known, he served as an engineer on a Fire De-
partment steamer. In ISO. and »'.!» he was
elected an Alderman. In XsT.i ha was elected.
Coroner. In I^«T»'> ha was re-elected Coroner; In
ISSu he ran for Alderman, with the understand-
ing that, if •-!•-. -d. Mayor Edson would appoint
him a Fire Commissioner. Mayor Edson did ap-
point him, and he was reappointed hy Mayor

A NEW "HISTORY OF TAMMANY HALL"

GIVES S«»MK INTERESTING <;T.IMI'>KS

OF THE "BOSS'S" CHARACTER.

The owner of Wantage receives considerable
notice in a 'History of Tammany Hall." by

Gustavus Myers, which has just been published.

The book gives a detailed record of th. organi-

zation, showing it in its true light. The nature

of the book and the dread of Tammany's ill will
may 1. judged from the preface, in which the
author says: "The difficulties of securing the
publication of this work by any of the regular

publishing houses proved insurmountable." Some

bouses considered it "inadvisable" to publish th-

volume. others did not
•- -. warranted in "lock-

ing horns with Tammany." and several returned
the manuscript without comment. The author
finally published th. book with th- aid of a "pub-

lication fund," to which many public spirited

citizens contributed.

which at one tint.- ¦•""••' lovely exotics and
were placed in hi- cabin by admiring friend*.
He forms no acquaintances in the place, g.-.-s
to nobody's house, and he is never to be seen
walking in the village. Indeed, 1 greatly doubt
whether many people around are aware of th.
Imay almost say "dual'" personality of th-

owner of the Moat House.
Almost every Sunday when he is at Let-

combe Mr. Croker drives over to llendred in

the morning to attend service at the Roman
Catholic Church there, a distance of some ix
or seven miles, while in the afternoon he is
usually to be Keen among his equine friend.-*.
Hi- sometimes has week-end parties at the Moat
House, but at other times he is usually alone
there. Mrs. Croker has seldom been over in
recent years, but the "Boss" is sometimes ac-
companied by hi- puns. Last year Mr Croker
had the misfortune to break his leg. and since
then he has done little or no riding, but he j>

fond of driving. He willdrive a good horse, and
he goes down some of the steep Berkshire hills
at a furious pane, slashing vigorously with his
whip all the time. A good horse with him

HOW Iill.TAMMANY -I'.USS- l.l\ IIS AT

HIS WANTACSI IIOMR

Wantage, Berkshire, January '_'!.

In the little vill¦'"«• of Letcombe, which is
about one and a half miles southwest i>f an-
tage, Berk*, stands the Moat House, the Knglish

residence of KU-hard Croker. As wne enters the
tillage a turn to the ri^ht reveals the Iron Rates
which mark the . litrain-- and through which.
at the .-nil of a short drive, the house appears,

while at the back ..in gets iidistant view of the
stable*, surmounted by a large weathercock
formed .1' a jockey on a horse, and the paddocks!
Th. house its. Ifstands on a sit. which is sup-

p.is..i to have been occupied by iroyal hunt-
Ing lodge so far back as th.- reign of King

John, but all traces of antiquity have vanished,
,rd the house as it now stands is only re-
d.. m. d from the commonplace by the moat

which surrounds it, and which carries the mind

liack at once to tales of th.- knights of old and
tl

-
ii d- • tin of valor.

Wb.n Mr. Croker took th. house, some five

..! six years ago, its dimensions were consid-

erably less than they are now. for nearly all

the i..,. i. part o! the house, which is built of

i..l brick, is new, only the front presenting the

same appearance architecturally that it did in
former years, although even this part ha been
-\u0084!. , orat.-l. The two towers have a!-., be. n
-. st. • .1 and there is a pretty veranda in front

and a large conservatory on the left hand hide.
The grounds are neither extensive nor pict-
uresque, and do not give one the Idea that tiny

are in any way under the personal supervision

of th<» owner. The interior of th« house is deco-
rated in excellent taste, but it In no way gives

an impression of gnat wealth or magnificence.

The dining room is panelled with oak. while in

the drawing room is an electric piano, which

...ii at .iii\ time be switched >'ii from Mr.
froker'i '¦¦.'.: ¦¦• -n so that if ¦:¦•!¦ refuses to
1... W......1 by him he call FO4itln his feelings by

the strains- of mil
-
.-• Th. I. IS als.i a fine 1ill-

i:«nl room, at.-d table, .ii which the champion

bims-'lf ba« tried hi- ban I. but sin. .- th- days

ivhen Sib.iry and m • ion, the latter of whom at
one ti»ne train.d t'-r Mr. Cn»k«-r. lived with the'
i'.'-s" at the Moat House the billiard tab!.- t.a-

not I-•i: much li requisition, as Mr «'r«'k«r is s..
much alone there.

In KngKnd, -it any rat.. Mr. «"r.1..t Is pre-
«rniiiefitly iKr-ortsman, and so it Is < i.'.\ nat-
ural that the stubles should forn a very im-|
portant feature at the Moat H.iii^.- Then :^

r<Mini in them f"i forty horses. ?b.- I:' r-- v of
'

Mall- t.. iriir i«age 1».x.-. w»;:!. on t»,. <tb.r '

hide .a. the m'-fiarate stalls, nil being lighted
by . !•.Tii. light. H.-r.- and (here one ..f M
rik.iV celebrated liididoßj is to I. s- • i, vran-
iTeritig attout, whll< pigeons perch on the r.-if.
:;nd the cn'wing >.f the r"..l:s In the bit; i..-

ivhich s?inr«»und the hou ue |« to b. heart] from
titn«. t. time. Mr. Stanley, who break* tn ull
Mr f'r'jker's .'it-, is sujr. i.'c h»-r»*, and many I
.it. :h>- g<MMJ raivn be sends ¦<> t.» Newmarket
to r--.i\e !>...- final training <»n th< downs]
alH.ve 1..-t. ..in!..- is th< Ktud farm ;lfi.l here at

the present ilhm- ar«- s..ni.- splendid rolts. which
an- ri<i 'I'.iil.t destined t" do t;r. .... al some
future titii**. Cornwall, ... stu.l ».t n, i- .!• - ,
\..t«-.l t.. bis .-..its. and tbink- no lr..ii t- ••
preat to i.-til.-: th«-m lit and v*el| wh.ii their
tillH! co(IU'S t'. leave him.

•
'!:¦ ..t these 1-oltH

v. as brought up eiitii.'v bj hand, and '. v:; a

fashioned hotel ill the town, preparatory t-> ret-
tlin^' down .ii th.- district. Then, ill at »w'e.\
arrangements uvre .lit--.-I. IKI it was 'l>.il-.l
that all Mi Croker's horses should I"- s.ni •¦>

\.¦ .-. ii.il I ICuiuor pays that this was ..unit;

t-. the Jealousy of lh*< Knglish trainers, and
rumor is not always wrong. There was some
id.-a l:it' of bringing th. horses again near
1..-t«on-be to a place .all.-ISeven llarruws, but
vVitihard did not approve of this *te|i Mr.
('rok.-i's fortunes on the Knglish turf have not

t-o far I"• ri brilliant, but this has not det.-rrei'
in. for he ha:- now commissioned I.i-si-r ICiir

to buy th. thro- best Ik.is. in the Stat. s for
him. regardless of price, and th.- c.-1.-biat. il
Harold iv one of his recent purchases, for tl |i»i

mi he «'»•:¦• rv.s better lu.-k in the new century.

Am. ri.us Imi.aha. .Manhattan Itoy and Xli"la
IS. :ir- sotue of his best known horses, while at

the stud tain. good ..id 1i.d.l.iii.v. th. American
;!iani|-i.n. still flouriFheK, and is handing down
(tome iifHi» sterling qualities t<> his >!• si n 1nits.

Mr. Croker himself is not oft.iiat t.-oinl.. .
and when he is nohndy is much the wiser in th.
Village, for ii-man could le.nl a quieter !if.
'liaii lt»- do. s th...- li- ii.m. o-.. ifor rest and
quiet, aid though enterprising journalists d«»
*»i'ir best t.. l-j.!i..- him of th's he almost in-
variably i.lU-.i to Bee th- m. It is no mi. "in

Mi..ii thing for ball a do/., to come in one week.
but tile "IJOSS" Will lilt See til.in. and I.IUS.S
»<» 1..- drawn. There are. indeed, few things
on this si,,'.- to remind him of Tammany. save
th.- tiger's Inad with open 1.1..nth and teeth
showing (the well known badge; and th. menu
raids of Tammany banquets, which are to be
seen in tiie i mis, together with the i..*..- i.-

.1 V/.ir II'»/;/ /» jo VOSQI/KR.
I'loni Th.- Washington Star.

"Wont it 1..- splendid when we can talk tothe people on Mars exclaim, d Mi Meekton's
Wife.

Mr. .M..Kt..ii r.-used himself from his semi-doze and exclaimed:
"What's Hi.- matter. Henrietta! You haven't*'' all through w ith Urn people of thi* earth

have yuuV"

n. v U discharged by Mr. I -!,. • hi.- cuntidential
man, by i,-.iu all the cheeks are signed "I'sher.
Jollll A. i..nut.

"

I.if • .it the M...it Ilou<<e •;,!!<(. indeed, be ,i

greal i-oiitrasi to life in New-York, for Mr.
Croker keeps only a comparatively small estab-
lishment. ln.|.-.d. his surroundings art- much
the am. a* those ..t any wealthy middle el.iss
Knglishgentleman, but they by no means 1., tiay
the millionaire. H. never interferes in or
troubles about Kmrlinh politics, .mr does he
••vi mention his Am- an position while in
thii neighborhood. Hi. «r.-at physical strength
has been proved on any occasions, but never
more Ihan when on on. occasion he lifted a

Keven-fool flywheel on to th.- .rank shaft of a
dynamo, without any assistance, a perform-
an..- which is usually accomplished by two or
thlee in. ii

While living his free and untrammelled life
in Kngland. Mr. Croker is able to gratify his
extraordinary Inn t.. animals. He had at the
Moat House thru- k'khJ bulldogs, une French
bulldog, with a litter of puppies, several prize
cats and live si. 1., ii,aid d.^s. Two bull-
di»gs

-
ICoiln.-y Ston,-. tin champion of the world,

and Itromley Crib—he took back to America
last time he went.

Bnur<-e "f great lrit«-r«-M l«i llif'\¦¦ ss',' lutrr- the
early rn«#ni hs • !!;i-i >• ar.

When Mr. Croker, 5....n afi.r hi- arrival !.••¦,

found thai hi.- li«irws did ift •>.•¦ ho w- !! :¦- he
.\|... T.-.i und«r the Knglisli trainer. !:•• ¦•¦•a

i»v«-r lo ill- States for Wishatd. aii Ani rieaii
t!;iiii>r. All Wantagf i.in.-mK.-i ¦ h«»M '.Vis'.i.ird
and iMik.- (wliii ii.iv<

-
shir.- dissolv< i |>ar'n r

.>-l.i[.». together aiili lit!!.- ••Johnny" Iteiff and a
IIUIIII•-i" nf ••• ¦!•¦!••Imen a tin Mere In i.p.i. after
the li'.i-.--. arrived it The i:..n. the little old

means a fasl Jr..tt.-r. and if one hi buys fails t.>
phase tutu it may !.. Hold f..r v\ hat it Kill
f. teh. !.•¦' :i! tradesmen upeak well Of the "P.-ss.-
for if he 'ill i-iii(>!i. them 1..- Invariably does,
and if th.j rl\. Fatisfat ti-.n they may be Mir.
of !¦!- futun putmnagf, and. irul.ed. if a man
can supplj ;i X | thing at a price a cul below
other in.11 Croker will always -!• \u0084i with him.
'¦"•• "" local charities he is ;i g 1 friend, and
mi application for such a ea».'S( is ever mad-
in \.uti !.. him, although all this sort ill bust-

A IVKEK-EXD PARTY AT IHI \IOAT llol'SK.

Croker's name ;ii-t...;irs in IBM b.«>k f.ir the tirst
time in connection "with his action concerning

the llurkti berry charter of l>7»», the object of
which was t«. abolish the State commissions gov-
erning the <-i:y. Th< th.- author r-calls th«-
ti^ht which t' .-k place between the two Tam-
many leaders, John Kelly and Jnhn Morriss«-y,

over the. appointment, at Kelly's request, <>f

Croker t<> Ik a marshal Mayor lluvemeyer
wrut.-: "When Croker's appointnit-nl was an-
i.'Utn.-.l Iwas overwhelmed with a torrent of
Indignation."

In a |iit-!> letter addressed to Kelly May.r
llavemeyei charged that Ihi former while Sheriff
had obtain. d .<s|. jv_» by fraudulent an.l Uleca]
receipts, adding this further rbaractertzatlon:
"I think you are worse than Tweed, .-x.< i'l that
he was a larger operator. The public kiu-w that
Tweed was a bold, reckless man. making no pre-
tensions to purity. You. on the contrary, were
always avowing your aw— and wrapped
yourself m law mantle of piety. Men who <«»
about with th. prefix 'honest' to their MM are
often rogue*."

Kelly sued th.- Mayor for libel on account of
this Irtter arising out of th.- Croker appoint-
ment, but on the day the suit was to come to
trial Mr. Havemeyer fell dead of apoplexy.

Th. author th. passes on to the time when
Patrick 11. MeCann testified that Croker came
to his store in 1884 with a bag containing

I<ISU,<HM>, which he said was to be us. ,1 in ob-
taining Aldertnanlc votes to secure the con-
firmation. in case of his appointment, of Hugh
J. « Irani :i.- Public Works Commissioner.

An Interesting chapter is the one entitled "The
Dictatorship of Richard Croker." In this Mr.
My. is says:

Upon it.- death of Kelly th, twenty-four 1.-.-i.l-
ers of the Assembly districts, comprising the
Executive Committee of Tammany Hall an-
nounced Individually that there- would be no
further "boss." and that the organization would
1., ruled thenceforth by a committee of twenty-
tour However, cliques immediately arose, and
-... i. four leaders— hard Croker. who had beena sort of deputy boss under Kelly; Hugh J
tlrant, Thomas F. <:ilr..y and W. l(.. rk.- Cock-
ran—arranged a Junta for administering th* or-
ganization's affairs. By securing the support of
seventeen of the twenty-four leaders Croker be-
gan concentrating povcx in bja own >>*»/i<^ and

Hewitt. In lv>T> he caused the nomination of
¦ '•rant for Sheriff.

Mr. »;r:ir.t white in that office. accord! ne to
Mr. .\tr» 'ami's testimony, gave #^."..»m»> in five
presents «.f >.", .-.-I tacit i"Mr. «"n>kt-r's • .»-,

-
year-otd .lauvrhtrr Flossie. Neither Mr. t'nkiT
mT Mr. •

Irani denied this transai ri.-n. though
both «!•-• ?:tr. <! the mm was Sl'*."*"1, and not
.>•_'."..i»i.». Mr. • '.rant furthermore declared that
he gave it i:iconsideration or' f*lo»*ie l»-ir.g his
godchild

As ¦ ii."<s," Croker t'ttam.- a power in New-

York. The author ••? the "History of Tammany

Hall" sa\s i.f him:

From Jx-iiic a comparative!! poor man. as he
testified in !V»i. he became suddenly ri.h. From
April, 1.V41 t<> February. IVhi hi- was City
Chamberlain, at a salary of >>_•"• ""•'

.iyear, but
since then has he til no public office. Within
two years, however, he was able; according to
common report, to buy an interest in lit He lie
M.ad- stock farm for .•>¦_'">•».•"••>. pay ins addi-
tionally siii;»»mm» f. r I.nngstnet and other race-
horse*. I-i• r he built a new house, m i to
cost over I••'<¦¦ and lavishly si..-m money.

and displayed wvldvncffs of wealth in other «ay*.

Mr. Myers says that Crokrr'a three years' rac-
ing experience hi England cost him between
$..I*.urn.,.: IfSHMMI He tells of Croker's nom-
ination of Van Wyrk against the wishes of the
party, and concerning his action after the cl«-c-
tlun says:

Now that Tammany was re-established in al-
most absolute power. Croker set about ch«>os:rv»:
the important > it> ot!ii-ials to be appointed b>
the Mayor. He frankly admitted before the
Mi.-<'I'lntintt.. In l>t>'.', that practically ai! ut
th.-m were selected by him or his immediate
associates. Requiring a routine assistant in the
work of "bossing." he selected John P. Carroll.
\vh<» thereupon resinned the office of Clerk «f ma
Court of Hem-rat Sessions, which yielded, it ¦M
estimated, about $lU.i>iKi a year, to take a .- st
with n» apparent salary. Mr. Croker then n-
turneil to horscracing in Kngland.

The little book is not aimed against Croker or
any other man. but speaks of th.- present i:,»;.s"
only as he contributed toward the history of the
society. "The records show." says the author ta
the preface, "that nearly every prominent Tam-
many leader has been Involved in some theft
or swindle, public or private. Th. peculations
or frauds range. In point of time, from 17DS*
ISO^-'OC to Oko ©r«jacnt day.~

8


