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luck these last few years, atrikin' nothin' but
dry holes, ati Iguess his moneys just about
give out. That's purty tough, too. Imind when
Joe was worth a million, easy.*

"Well, if there are nothing but dry holes now,
why don't you go into some other business?"

"Oh, we strike oil once in a while."
"There isn't one of you here, though, who

hasn't put more money into dry holes this year
than be has taken out of producing wells."

"Well, Idon' know but mebbe you might be
right. Hut look at Tom Henderson. ll.'s got

nigh onto two hunderd producin' wells makin'
anywhere front six to twenty-five bar'ls apiece."

"Yes, T. in Henderson ami perhaps) half a
dozen others in th. town have production that
amounts I" something, but they are not drilling
any more wells."

"Oh, yes, they are That's where you're wrong.
They're drillin every day."

"Not drilling around here; not going over
worked out territory. They're drillingIn West
Virginia^ where there is oU."

prices one could not blame a man for putting
$.'5,000 or |4,000 into a hole in th. ground in

the hope of getting out a fortune the contempla-

tion of which fairly takes one's breath away. To
go out nowjthough, and deliberately spend .<4,<«M

to drill a hole sixteen hundred feet deep in .i

place when* practical demonstration lias shown

again and again that there is no more oil seems

to an outsider the height of folly. Yet that is

Just what i- done every day in the old oil coun-
try and the in. who do it <:ould not be induced

to invest a like amount in a legitimate business
enterprise.

Th- re are towns out there going to rack and
ruin and rapidly decaying because the inhabi-
tants are impregnated with the oil fever and the

tradition of riches in an hour. If they are

Spoken to about the way their town is going to

th. dogs, they listen quietly and with a re-
flective air and acquiesce in all you say. "Yes,

the old town is purty much run down. There

was live hundred people left here last year, an'

1 heard to-day that the I'orterses an' two fam'-
lies from across the creek was goin* to leave
next month."

They sit awhile reflecting on the situation and
saying nothing, and then one of them brightens

up and remarks: "J3ut you ort»-r seen 'er when

tli' oil MM* here. There was plenty of people
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chinery to the well driller*. Their ro.»fs are
•

!?-;•¦ i- and Mi.-ii window* broken. liunrs bang
by mm hlnse. it-i- have fallen through, the
rain and enow com** 1.1 to rot the beams an.l
ruin with rust th. few remaining pi.-.. of
machinery which Ml- wilts have l»een too

shiftless to remove. Ami the inhabitants point
to those ruins with |ifiii«•' Th. show what the
town has been. The peopl. who point ..ut those
ruins to you never seem to think that they also
show what the town is to-day.

Kasily th.- most prosperous < lass are the far n-
<rs. They lease their farms to the oil men,!
who 'trill th.m full of hoi. ami pay well for the
privilege. The farmers themselves dti not often
take an active part in the ail business, although
then* are some- who have done so. and they have
generally done well, because they nave been
content when the] have made enough, ami kavc
not sunk all their profits in 'Musters.

"
When

the oil (,'lvt-s out and the wells ko dry, they still
have their farms.

Anabandoned oil field is a desolate sight, dot-

•Most religious communities live well. Loyola
expressly forbids mortification of the body,
which might render the Jesuit a less etlicient
Solder of the Cross. He wanted his disciples to

be able bodied, enterprising, resourceful. Saint
Vincent forbade every attempt la rise above
the common law. unless in observing the vow of
celibacy and rising at cock « row in the mum.
Ing. His daughters kept a plain, excellent table.
i was once a neighbor in the country of a

Sisterhood of St. Thomas de Villeaewve, and
hired a cook who had been with them for seven
years. She was one of the best cooks lever
knew in a narrow range. She spoke of th»*
sisters as gourmands and gourmets, as hearty
eaters and dainty, but without thinking the
worse of them for that. They ran a hospital for
scrofulous children, and they were assisted by
a large staff of servants. The sisters never did
servile work themselves, but knew how to get

it done. They were not saints, but certainly
were not sinners, either. They were good to
the children, and most successful in begins
for them. The worst thing 1 knew of their com-
munity was that a member fell in love with the

gardener, and finally Insisted on retiring from it
to marry him. The Mayor of th.- Commune.
though a Clerical, had to post the bans on trm

door of the parish church, to the great disgust of
Hie religious ycoi/Ie wiln imia.ll niinds.
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ted all over with hrowa and wfthai • leaderricks, many rottinu and fullingto pieces, with
here and there a boiler or an engine in<tust..l
with rust, —okas from long abaadoanv nt Th >

occasional new derrick or mborioustj pumping
ensine only servea t.. heighten th»- solitude ami
lon.-iin.ss. th.- metenchol) wast.- of rorsahea
fields. Th. \u0084i,i aeida are typical of th. towns,
with their dying industry and fading popula-
tion. Dismantled foundrlea machine shops gonf
to ruin, half empty lumber yards, Inhabitaati
dreaming of th.- past while Urn present slips
away: th. s. Ur. the characterisUcs -.f the "••il
lowa." There are a few towns which hay« got
away from the oil liltan.l an now prosperous,
bustling, manufaiturini places; but the major-
ity an- dead, or practit-allj so. Perhapa w.me
day. when the ynung' t genera tioa gains mors
power in the lati.i. t h.- now dead towns wi;J
n-n.-w th.-ir nvea is mori mating forms.
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Jii.hutd Or.kr's houso at War.tiige. Knuland.
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DMr*DAYS THAT ABE NO MOKE.
Out in Western Pennsylvania there are many

Ltowns and communities— in fact, almost whole
bounties— where the oil industry is the support

mf 'be population. A slight decrease in th-
¦rice of oil will nearly wipe out the income of
rarbole families. Oil is scarce and the price low.
l»nd every plight occurrence that may affect the
price is comni.-nted ui>on and carefully weighed
and discussed from all points of view.

There is not the money in oil in Western
'Pennsylvania now that there used to be. "<;ush-

ars" are not struck any more, Oil men, and
that means all of th- residents, sit around th.
•jotels and the iiostoJllees and the stores and
tell about the old days, when wells came in
with fifty thousand barrels a day and oil was
worth $S4O a barrel, tut when a man has a
well giving eight or ten barrels a day by pump-
ins nowadays they congratulate bim on his
"production."

In the days of gushing wells and bonanza;

Tllenit VAST POSSKSSIONS.
Paris correspondence of The London News.

Two closely printed volume* of l.ttMl pages
each have been distributed to the members of the
Chamber. The printing of then has cost EMM
They are packed with statistics on the fortunes
in real estate of the religious orders, and show
their progress since isr.n when the worst wave
of reaction that France »-v»-r experienced set in.
Thai year they owned properties valued .it
(.LMmmimmi Their ostensible real estate has since
risen to f H.ikmmmim. i,in the wealth held in trust
and otherwise kepi out of sight must, it is
thought, considerably exceed trji»,iini».iM»(>.
Should this ratio of increment continue, they
would in another ball century possess £!•>**,-
(MXMMlit tO £t;iHHHIO,(MH>.

What do the religious orders want with :i.l
this wealth? The almsgiving of the religious
ord»-rs is not great. Indeed, they are reputed
avaricious. Their orphanages are scarcely dis-
guised industrial m ho..is The profits or' the
child labor in these lions, are considerable,
and the children are turned adrift when of age,
penniless, badly riotbed, narrowly specialised,
and anaMe to adapt themselves to new con-
ditions. The hop of Nancy was a year ago
engaged in a hot campaign at Rome and in his
diocese against the Order of the Good Shep-
herd, watch is th.- greatest outfitter of lingerie
d*» luxe in Prance. Th* Bishop of Laval mite
recently did battle with a begging order in his
diocese that also knows how to turn child labor
to industrial account He Hrsl remonstrated,
and wa« publicly vilified by way .-: answer.
On an appeal to Home the 1»..p». decided in his
favor, and limited the conditions for the crea-
tion or spread of such orders. The case with
which, under the name of religion and charity.
the laws against mendacity could I*evaded led
to the great multiplication of religious orders.
They have two greal source* ..f wealth— the
dowries of new members and t>egging. Th'i
begging lead* of*, to large donations and to
legacies.

There arc altogether :'.'_'l»'. religious houses .n
Franc.•. of these '_' 7M have schools of various
kinds. Including the kind of orphanages on
which the Bishop o| Nancy has put hi- foot
down. Sine- isTT the religious ord.-rs have
swarmed in Algeria, where they numi>»-r .*;«».I.'M
member* Th.- numbers are not given of those
that swarm t.. th.- other French colonies, and
to Canada and British India, when Roman
Catholic enterprise is very great. Sacred Heart
convents go In for elegant education for young
woni.n. They have been rapidly gaining ground
in Canada, California and the hill districts of
Kritish India There are orders, such as the
Poor Clares, Trai-|>ist« and Carmelites, which go
in for fasting and other mortifications of •>:••
body, but they are by far the least numerous.

Tea, that's so. But it takes 'bout $*,<*•<» to
?10,0<)0 to put a w< 11 down In W. si Virginia.

You see, you have to go down anywhere from
three to five thousand feet there, an' through
rock mostly, before you strike th' oil san I. An"
up here you can put (MM down fr "lM»ut thirty-
five hunderd.**

"What good docs that do when there isn't any

oil? 1

"You can't tell. You may strike oil. An' we
don't none «<f us feel tike puttin' $tO.<MMI in one
hole."

"Then why don't you nut your money Into
come manufacturing enterprise and Ret factories
and shops located in your town and business
started up?"

"W • 11, y<>u nee, we're in th' oil business."
That.- it Th. an in the oil business, and

the town has .ideserted, dead and alive air that
Is amotneringly oppressive There are wide,

well paved streets, electric lights, water, nan,
sewerage substantial business blocks, handsome
public buildings, attractive dwellings no
business. The streets are deserted, many house*
are without tenants, many stores empty of cus-
tomers. The people you see arc loitering along

with nothing to do. All is the product of a
passing boom. No attempt is made to make
the conditions lasting There Is neither business
nor attempt to make business. Near th. rail-
road si.it, are the ruins of foundries and ma-
chine shops which once supplied tools and ma-

here then. Itell you. Why.Isee them old four
room shacks down on th* bottoms rent f'r a
hunderd an' a hunderd an" fifty an* as hlßh as
two hunderd a month easy. There want a
house in town vacant. People was sleepin' in
barns an' anywhere. There was plenty «»' i»eople
on Main st. in them days. Hey. «:eorKe?" 11.
clasps one knee and rooks back and forth. *rin-
Dine all over hi.- fate with tho pleasure .if th-
recollection.

"V<»u !*>t!" .•¦¦ays «:e«»rse, with «-«iual enthusi-
asm. *"Isee Main-st ;.,crowded many a niylit

that you had to walk in th" middle of the street
to Ret anywhere; an' then you was liable to wi
run over any minute by the bosses crowdin' fr
footr<».»m." They all Rive themselves up to re-
calling th«* palmy -lays of the oil excitement.
and that is a!! the satisfaction to be had from
them.

"There*! Old Jo<? !;ulk<ly." pays one. "He
didn't have a cent, an' some one give him an
eighth i!. .1 lease nt to'rds Hrush Creek, an'
she come la a. gusher. Well, sir. it want six

month? before Joe was worth his half million,
easy. Yes. sir. half a million in six months."

"What is he doing now?"
. , _ . 1 "I don' know

as he's dOln
'

mv c h of any-
thing now. The

C h of any-
X now. Tli«-

old man's been
bavin' jiurtyhard
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