
HE H U r-ONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. BCt THZ

CASES IS NOT SERIOC?.

London. Feb. »i
—

The Earl of Kimberley Liberal
leader in the House of Lords, is suffering from con-
gestion of the lungs.

A later message says tho condition of Lord Kim-
•eriejr is not serious.

Among those who were at home yesterday wero
Mr». Joseph Tuckerman Tower. No. 10 East Seveaty-
seventh-st . and Mrs. William Evans Rogers and
Miss Rosrers. No. 53 East Seventy-«ijrhth-st. Mrs.
Origren Storrs Seymour. No. 3 East N!nth-st., has
cards out for next Wednesday ami for Friday, Feb.ruary 15.

Mrs. Ernest C La Montagns save a largely at*

tended reception yesterday afternoon at her horn*.
No. m East Thirtieth-el for her •¦.--»>r-;r.-law,
Mrs. Clinton H. Catherwood.
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John Wodehouse. first Earl of Ktmberley. was
born In IS2&. He has been Minister Plenipotentiary
at St. Petersburg;. Lord Lieutenant or" Ireland.
Lord Privy Seal. Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster, twice Secretary of State for the Colonies,
three times Secretary of State for India, and Lord
President of the Council and Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs. ISW-'SS. He married in 1547 adaughter of the Earl of Clare, and she died InIWS, leaving two sons and two daughters. The eld-
est set) has the title of Lord Wodehouse.

FILIPINOS AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

trolley tracks will seriously interfere with th«
workings of the delicate instruments at stew.
Accordingly, th? Board of Trade, which has full
authority in such matters, has been requested
to guarantee protection to the threatened in-

terest. At one time a partial understanding be-

tween the electrical engineers of the United
Tramways Company and the representatives of
the observatory was reached. The company of-
fered to adopt a certain system of insulation
which promised to avert the anticipated evil.
The particular method proposed was to employ

an extra overhead wire, for the return current.
and consequently two trolley poles to a car.

Either because this plan was found to be too

costly, or for some other reason, the United
Tramway* Company failed to carry out this pro-

gramme. Hence it is not permitted as yet to

start its cars.
This is not the first time that the usefulness of

a magnetic observatory haa been endangered

by trolley roads. Such a thing has happened in

Washington, Toronto and Cape Town. And.
what is more, in these Instances the trolley com-
pany was not restrained in any manner, and
the observatories were rendered absolutely

worthies* When a similar difficulty arose at

Pots-dam th» authorities compelled the railway

people to use Insulated conductors for the re-
turn current. This is the result which th* Kew
experts have hoped to bring about. But. while

they still have the advantage of position, the
outcome of the controversy is uncertain. Un-
happily, the situation is further complicated by

the fact that mcr • trolley roads have been pro-
jected for another suburb of London. Greenwich,

where magnetic observations, have been carried
on for many years.

There are apparently only three ways out of

the difficulty at Kew. One is permanently to

abandon the work now being done there. An-

other is to establish a new observatory at some
other point. The third is to Insist on the adop-

tion of su?h measures as willprevent the escape

of stray currents from the railway. Ifsome one
e'.re would meet the extra expense perhaps the

United Tramways Company would assent to this
last policy without hesitation. But It is natu-
rally reluctant to tax its own treasury for that

purpose. If.however, the Board of. Trade re-

mains firm the company may be obliged to

surrender. It is possible, of course, that there
are engineering as well as financial objections

to the plan. In that case the trolley company

might agree to pay a part or all of the cost of
removing the observatory to a new site. The
electric road will prove of Immense service to

the particular region through which It runs, and
may properly *>•» regarded a public necessity.

On the other hand, systematic observation of

changes In terrestrial magnetism Is of vital Im-
portance to he manner and surveyor, to say

nothing of the light It may afford on various

obscure scientific problems. It Is to be hoped.
therefore, that such an adjustment of the pend-

in* trouble may soon be reached as will permit

« continuance of this exceedingly useful work.

SOME BROOKLYN BLESSINGS.
Tho water lamina cry Is heard again in Brook-

lyn. There is said to be only a few hours' pup-
ply in storape. and that is steadily being de-
pleted. The situation if. about as bad a? it was
last September, after a summer of unexampled
drouth. and on Tuesday recourse was had
to the (tame expedient that waa then em-
ployed, the closing of a main and deprivation
of .1 barge part of tho eiiy of the supply of
water that is necessary for comfort, health and
safety. Some petty, iiautl to-moutli undertak-
Inge aro in tjuggteh and fitful progress for re-
lief, but there is no hint at anything at all
adequate to tho needs of the situation. The
needs were as evident three years ago as they
are to-day. They mipht have boon amply met
before this. But the men who should have at-
tended to the city's needs have preferred to

devote their attention to hobnobbing with the
Itaiunpo ring and to trying to deliver the city,
an.l especially its treasury, into the unselfish and
public spirited hands of that delectable concern.

The other evening, scarcely Inter than the
dose of dinner hour, a prominent citizen of
Brooklyn was garrotod and robbed on the public
•trei '. on one of The chief thoroughfares of the
borough, only a few stops from its intersection
with another main avenue, and In the heart of
one of the best residence districts. Ho was
under the blaze of a big electric light, and
places of business were wide open close at
hand. But the two highwaymen got away with
then* booty, and will probably nerer be found,
any more than others have been who have com-
mitted similar outrages in that neighborhood.
There was no policeman in sight. There seldom
Is in Brooklyn, excepting In front of a few big
stores and theatres and near the side doors of
certain glnmills, and perhaps Inside the station
houses. You may co for a mile or two. day or
night, alone some of the most Important streets
without seeing a single policeman. And fo
highwaymen and burglars are having n high old
time.

These are Just a few of Brooklyn's blessings
nnder consolidation. To them we might add
many more similar in character. ItIs quite pos-
sible that consolidation might have been mad".
and might yet bo made, greatly advantageous to
that borough, as to all parts of the city. But
with a scanty snd polluted water supply, dirty
and illpaved streets, violence and robbery run-
ning riot, and schoolhouses overcrowded, un-
sanitary and unsafe, the average reflecting
Brooklynlre Is prone to regard the union of tho
clUes as a good deal of a "gold brick." The
sweeping out of Tammany and the election of
an honest and capable city government would
set tilings right; and for such a change every
Brooklynlre ought to cast his rote

Burp!*™ and sneak thieves are- uncommonly

active and successful In Brooklyn and Th«»
Bronx, and they are not idle In Manhattan Our
policemen seem to be in a state of suspense as
to what may harT at Albany,ard they are glv-
tnp so much thought to the Legislature that too

many criminal? ir**allowed to slip through their
!ir)L-»"-s

•KKOa LEGARDA EXPECTS GREAT GOOD FRCJI

AMERICANOCCUPATION OF THE PHILIPPINES.

Washington. Feb. 6.—Major-General Otis visited
the White House and the War Department to-day
for th«» purpose of presenting to the President and
Secretary Root B nit") Leparda. the first Vlce-
FrtsMent and Treasurer of the original Philippine
Repul«lic. and T. Santos. -on at a prominent and
rich Fiifptno agriculturist. S»flor Legarda haa
be«n in Europe for some time for the benefit o* hi*
health and ir, now on his way to Manila by way
of San Francisco. Your.s Sanr-jj is to tike a course
of Instruction at Berkelf,- Collie Sefior I.«<ard,iexpresa«o himself to the President as bavin* no
doubt that the American occupation of the Phillp-
p-.nt-i would result in listing ?c>od to rhe Fili^i^.oreop!<», and said that conditlc*3 generally In th*
blaods were rapidly irr.;: living.

The second of the two dinner dances arranged
by Mrs. Frederick De P»yst«r will take place
this evening at Delxnonico'a. These are subscrip-
tion affairs, and arnon? those who subscribe ar*
Mrs Dallas Bache Pratt. Mrs. Woodbury J. Lang-
don. Mrs. Louis Fitzgerald, Mrs. John Clarkson
Jay. Mrs. A. Corning Clark. Mrs. Philip A. H.
Brown. Mrs. Bejamin 9. Church. Mrs. Frederick
Gal!a:in. Mrs. Alison Phelps .=•

ks. Mrs. Chester
Oriswold. Mrs. Morpan D.x. Mrs. Frark'. n Bartlett.
Mrs. John C Nt-pser, Mr?. Charles R. Henderson.
Mrs. Walter 8. Gurr.ee. Mrs. C. O'D. Iselin. Mr?.
Pr<-«cott Hall Butler, Mrs. Charles H. -"bins.
Mr?, William '".. Low. Mr? Julien T. Davlaa, Mrs.
J^hr. Watts K^-arny. and others. J. Montgomery
Strong willhave charge, of the arrangements. This
cnttllon *!U be dan?ed at l'"«:3i) o'clock, and willbe
precede! by a dinner served at small tables In th*
lirz"ballroom.

.M..-S Eleanor Jar. the daughter oi Colonel aid
Mrs. William Jay. willmake her formal debut at
a dinner '.*r-e given for her at Sherry's to-night
by Mr. an-1 Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont.

_
The Knickerbocker W'ni3t Club meets this even-

ing at the home of Mrs. Lester Del Garcia, and
Mrs. Edward Wtnstaw, No. 27 West FUty-third-st.
gives •=> -»••/. reception this afternoon.

Mrs Aster, M already mentioned In these col-
umns. wIH sail for Europe on February .'. She wttl
?•¦> to England and *Wt her daughter. Mrs. Haif
Sh-> win sfierwar*] proceed to Paris, where abe
haa an apartment

OFFICIAL VISITORS FROM JAPAN.
Washington. Feb. a— Kluche. Minister of Agri-

culture and Commerce of Japan, and Special Com-
missioner Ir.ouye called at the State Department
to-day in company ji-ith some of the officials o*
the Japanese Legation, In pursuance cf an faquir?
with which they are charged by the. Japanese Gov-
ernment, respecting the methods employed by the
Department of State In collecting arvi disseminating
information from the whole world relative to com-
merce and trade. The Department official* arij
extending every courtesy to the visitors.

The weddtns of Miss Sarah Cttbs Thompson, tils
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thompson, and
Stephen Hyatt Pel!, son of the late John Howlaad
P»>u, will take place on Wednesday, April17. in
the Church of the Heavenly Rest.

IfIt is true, as common talk amon? the poli-

ticians has it. that a private water company

above. the Harlem buys Its supply from the city

and 5»lls Itat an exorbitant profit to consumers
outside the c!ty limits, while taxpayers within
the metropolitan boundaries dras out a water-

If-ss *x!Ftenc«>, the Grand Jury should try to get

at the bottom facts. This Is a current scandal
of an exceptionally offensive sort. How many

influential politicians own stock in the company
which sells New-York City water to outsiders at
unreasonable rate* while New-Yorkers suffer the
worst of discomforts?

Mrs. J. Francis Boora-m has sent out cards tor
Mondays until Apr!'., at No. 61 West Seventy-ssr-
enth-st. Mrs. Frederick L. E'.dr'.dse win be at
home Friday*, at Xo. Z7 Washington Square North.

SECRETARY HAY RESTING IN VIRGINIA.
¦Washington. Feb. 6.— Secretary Hay has left

Washington for a few days' rest in a virslnla re-
sort. He has been contemplating this trip for f^rr*
time, and has chosen the present as th* moif op-
portune moment.

Mr« Edward F*»r.shaw Jones and Miss Matwl
Jones sail crt Saturday. February 9, for Italy.THF TALK OF THF nnAT.

The record! show that the total of payments
for police pensions is now not far below $900,-
000 in this <*lty, and is rapidly increasing. No
reasonable person would object to this outlay
were there Justification for thinking that tha
money po»s In all cases to persons who deserve
if Bur II Is rather disturbing to bear In mind
that some of the worst rascals who ever worn
th»> poll uniform are now drawing pensions.

Mrs. Richard Morris Hunt wll! Tlva a dinner oa
February 14 at her house. Xo. ITS Miii.-or.-av^.. for
th« bridal party of her <j3i!?hrer. Miss Esther Mor-
rts Hunt, whose wedding with George 11. Woolsey
will take piace two days latar. The guests willIB
eluie M'.ss Mary S. moc'.-.ar., Miss Li:a V. Sloan*.
Mi*:Eiia Eron?cr. and Miss Belle B. Gurnee, her
brklrsmaUs: Miss Justine Cuttir.K. Miss x-weretta
Kercochan, Miss Lucy Gurnee. "Jack" W-idsworth.
Joseph Hun:. Charles Bull. Bronson Winthrop.
Alexander S. W«bb, Ir.. Pfeoenbc Im<raham *3i
John Woolsey.

to pretext 4.vr» rr.v/.^z? UAZiyo.

The Military Academy Appropriation bill was
pas«ed In the Senate yeaterdaj with an amend-
raent Inspired by the results of the recenr In-
vestigation at West Point. After the gratifying
pledge to abolish basing, in which nil four
classes now at the Academy Joined ha I »»>>n
voluntarily presented to »he com mime the tog-
gestion was heard that m further action on
the parr of Congress was required. But, as
we pointed out, the member* of tho corps at any
particular time cannot hind their successors,
and tha aenrlment now prevailing at Heal Point
In consequence of the Inquiry and the public
judgment upon its disclosures nslgai yield to
the Influence of old trad tions if th.' cadets
were not put tinder a stronger restraint in tha
future than they have been subject to In V.»>
past. The Senate has teeardtasfly don* wall to
attach to the appropriation bill a paragraph
providing that the Superintendent of •'• Acad-
emy shall make puch rules, to bo approved by
the Secretary of War, as will effectually prevent
hazing, and that any cad»f found ivlltjof en-
pa^ins in or countenancing any such practice
shall ho summarily expelled, and thereby be-
come ineligible for reappointmect to The eorpa
or for appointment an a commissioned officer in
the Army or Navy
If th" present members of th« rnrpj, are in-

rlin^d to resent this regolatj « they fiinnot
have been as mi. '. In earnest when they made
tholr recent declaration and promise as they
appeared to ho, or«« worthy of the commissions
they hope to receive as they ought to ba It

those who vrih follow them finiit irksome, thai
fact Tviiiprove that they need it more than the
country needs them. Nothing loss would hare
been acceptable, and wo hope that nothing more
willho necessary To remove the only serious re -
ITOach to which nn admirable institution is
itaWn.

The prison for women In Brooklyn has been
condemned repeatedly by Impartial grand Juries
and by every fair minded person familiar with
the condition of tha wretched rookery which
blackens the reputation of all officials who can
he blamed for the lons delay Inproviding new
tulldlnss lad new methods. The evils of the
old unhappy days of prison abuse seem to
ha\'-> been more persistent in this particular In-
stitution than in almost any other between Shel-
ter Island and Tv»ke Erie. New buildines are
Kr^.Ttly Deeded.

Dr. and Mrs. TT. Sr»ari Webb, with their faasi-
ly.and Mr ami Mrs. Frederick W. Vaarferbllt will
start ?oon for Santa Barbara. Cal.. where tbsy
have taken arvrTments at the Arlington for
m«n!h.

Ist swat meeting of lbs sewing class crganlasd
¦y Mrs. J. Bot6«a ITsiilssnil which BBS* yesterday
at Mrs. IT, J. ScMeffelln's house, takes plac* on
Wednesday at th* house of Mrs. Thomas Hitch-
cock. Th^re. are about sevenry-flv? menders.

Mr- j. Pierpont Morgan, Mrs. Richard Irwte,

Mrs. Frederick Kerr.cchan, Mrs. Chester Grtswold.
Mrs. James Harrlman. Mrs. wastasasi de P«yster
and Mrs. Charles T. Barney are aaseai shaaahi
terestM m patronesses la the musical which is
to be sriven on February '•'• at the Waldorf-Astoria
for the benefit of the Guild House Fund of ttom
Guild of js» Barr>aba«.

Mr i*n<l Mrs. H. aa Ferkel»y Parsons hajai «riJa
out for a rtinr.i»r on Saturday #v*r.ins si their
house. NA 2M Mi'li.-s"n-ave

Miss Bertha Day Laswweesl the laughter of bp
and Mr.- WlUiston B. Lockwood. and O. N'ornaaa
Bayne will be married on Saturday, March 18. •*
St. B.irtholomew'3 Church. Mtss Isabel D. I-ock-
wood wll]be her si^tor'a maid of honor, and the
bridesmaids will b«» Miss Charlotte Bayne and Mis'
Harriet Norris Err.es>t Bayne will be. best man.

Miss Hilda Carolyn Seccomb and Rector Ksrr
Fot will ba marrle.l this afternoon at St. Bar-
tholomew's Church.

Mr. Phillips, secretary of the Municipal Civil
Service Commission, says concernmp the
evasions of tho law by putting laborers in clas-
sified places: "An employe who h.i? been
'classed as a foreman of laborers is ordered to
"perform the duties of Janitor. Tie obeys, and
¦we withhold his pay. until, as in that instance.
"ht» and his family suffer great privations The
"holding up of bis salary punishes no one *ise,
"and his Commisalooat naturally is not dis-
"tnrbed by our action. if we had power to stop
•'the salary of a Commissioner who attempted
"to evade the White law we could correct abuses
"in short order." That excuse is a trifle thin.
Inasmuch as the evasion la always attempted
for the benefit of the laborer, to give political
patronage to him which under the law would go
to somebody else, the withholding of his pay is
a perfectly adequate safeguard if persisted in.
The trouble i8i 8 that the officials always forget
to stop me salary as soon as the protesting re-
former's n-k has been turned.

PERSONAL.

The engagement is announced of Miss Ma Jose-
Phin* Hyde, daughter of Dr. Frederick E. Hyde, to
William Lloyd Sexton.

WILL OF Mlß* AV6VBTA B BFRA.RD.

FORMER POSTMISTRESS AT WE3T POm MAKES

STrvi:n.\i. CH.XRIT.VFLE BEQUEST?.

Hackcnsack. N. in.Feb. 6 (Special*.— TSe l!'-!cf
Ji;s3 Augusta Blanche BasjaM who formerly was
postmistress at West Point, was admitted to pro-
bate by Surrosate Pell to-day. Eugene M. Ber3riS.
a nephvw. being appointed administrator.

One-tenth oi the estate Is slven in three equal
parts to the Taoghn Teachers' Ro^t. Tiye Pctr.ts
House of Industry and ihf Domf?t?c and Fore.S*]
Mission SVx-iety fund of th- Prottdt-'.nt Kpis.-op.it
Church. The rest of the estate is .liv'.aed '.H10

'
her relative*. The testator rt\<rt-:- <tv.<' stinnKZa*
Invalues makes her bfc;?!ests la<t

* th-m »n« expe.-tea

th- would be.

FIRF MULL IN thf SCHOOLS.
It Is abundant cause for satisfaction that In

mans* New-York schools the pupils have been M
trained thai they ohey instructions faithfully
when an alarm of fin- is sounded. In Public
School No. S3. in East One-hunilrod.:in<l-teiitli-
st. one day this week, there were more than
twenty five hundred ehiMren in the various
rooms when it waa discovered that Barnes had

started in a part of the liuililinc and a call
for the englnee had been sent. Had the
teachers lost their haadl and the children be-
come wild with fear, the sacrifice of life ml^ht
have been (HatnaafaL Hut tha heads of de-
partments were cool, and their little charges
wore kept well in hand. Discipline was main-
tained admirably, and both the Instructors and
the scholars marched to th»* doors, down the
stairways and out of the building to the notes'
of the inn-l'- which they had l>eon accustomed
to follow in preparation for such aa emersencj^

Tho New-York schoolhouses which hare boon
built in recent years have beea as a rule well
planned and carefully constructed. Our peo-
ple nro thoroughly in earnest in demanding
that the boys and girls in our public schools
shall be ponerously provided for In safe and
secure buildings and with every suitable advan-
tage for thorough Instruction. Substantial as
the buildings are and well designed jis they are
in so many instances, it hi plain thai when
thousands of little men and wonvn are gath-

ered together under a single roof the loss of life
in case of Are is sure to be serious unless the
scholars are well drilled and kcp,t under care-
ful control. Fireproof or slow burning sehool-
houses willdelay the progress of a destructive
fin-, but tiro drills alone will make it certain
thai children win not be suffocated or trampled
to death by a frenzied rush to the stairs and
the diors. Tho experience InPublic School So,

S3, when no one was even seriously Injured,

will tend to convince the community that our
schools are under excellent discipline with re-
spect to possible dangers from llr«<

EX-JL'DGE OLCOTT JTCCOTCBIStt.
Kx-Judge W. M. K. Olcott M recovering from

•
slight attack of appendicitis, combined with *
rather aggravated .1-c of tonsilitls. Iso operation

for the first maid complaint was necessary- Ha
was prostrated on Thursday ulsht oi last ,w««-
Mrs. Olcott said last night that he was rapidiV r£covering and expected to bo able to «o on wlt'\,vjr
bearing of the charg-s against FtflMCaptain lUt~
lihyat;o'clock this afternoon.

Pome Scotchmen are dissatisfied because the Kins
has not aiMed the Htsl of Edward 1of Scotland to
that of Edward VIIcf England. Itappears they
hold it should have been dona because James I
was also James VI of Scotland They forget, how-
ever, that neither William 111 ror WHliara IV
called himself William Ior William IT of Scotland.

The fearsome rumor files from lip to. lip!
The man has disappeared, utterly
Suspicion r><". '.t3 to his wife:
But has she murdered him. or has ?h« simply be-

come an authoress?
For the moment the police ar? quite baffled.

They profess to have clews, but nobody believes
this.— 'Detroit Journal.

Pepr*)*"entat'v*» LltMefle'd. of Main*, says that
wh*n Secretary Lorig was visiting Buekfie'd, lie.
his native \lllage, last summer. lM Seal some
clothes to the villa.?e w»sh»rwoman. and. drtrtnfi
tv next week, stopped to ask for them. Th.- wom-
an Bccordlnp;ly called to her a«?t«:tant: "'May. Is

Johnny'? washing .lon*1 yet"""

"TnU uollar that Ihold In my hand." ho said,
¦"renmul* rrur of a deer, ilark. scandalous secret."

"Oh. i;• ¦-'.•-.••'" his wife exclaimed, dropping her
han.ls Inher lap and bending forward eagerly, "tell
m<» about It

"
•'Yes.'" he went on. "it reminds me of a secret of

that kind, because It's so hard to keep."
AM then she refused to speak to him for three

hours— (C'hlcHKo Times-Herald.

A Western Kansis e.Uuir apologizes for saying
a orltl« appeared In her "shirt cleaves.

'
"We wrote

"short sleeves."
"

says '*'• editor, "as plain as we
know how."

Mr. Newllwed—So you've been buying: more use-
less truck! Wo have absolutely no use for those
curtains. Haven't Itold you to stop buying thin-:-'
Just because they were CBMD?

Mrs. Xfwllwed— Yes. my mar: and I've obeyel
you. Those curtain* weren't >' all cheap.— (Phila-
delphia Record.

Australian papers aro offering prizes for the
best designs for a national fiaK to commemorate
th» new er« Inaugurated by the Commonwealth.
The most valuable l.« a check for Rte, offered by

"The Australian Review of Reviews."' and In this

competition th« six Australian Premiers ar* t» h«
th« Judges.

Quite the Reverse.— "The meat we hid last
n»Kht." remarked th«» new boarder, "was overdone."

'"Well. It won't b« to-night." replied the old
«ta~«r.

"Think not?"
"Sure. It'llbe done over."—(Philadelphia Press.

Once, when the latd Bishop Creighton was at

Tottenham laj-lns the foundation atone of St.
Peter's Church there, he was asked by a leading

local resident how he liked the place. "Ishould
like It better." said hit* lordship, "if some Tot:
hamlte had not annexed my umbrella this mornlnp.

Idon't know whether the experiences of other
prelates are similar to my own. but it seems la
mo that a bishop's umbrella has a special Indi-
viduality and Is peculiarly marked down for spoil.

"

This remark reminds one of his friends of the im-
promptu skit ih.i Bishop Jotted down on a pad at

the Church Congress In London in 1309:

"The rain, it raineth every day
Upon the Just and unjust felier;

Put chiefly on the just, because
Th* unjust takes the Just umbrella.

An unconscious humorist who Is trying to stir
up a crusade against the use of glucose in American
breweries announces that he has seen a drivor of
a brewery wagon, who Is in the habit of drlnklns
fifty slastf*!*. of beer upon every on« of six days in

tha week, betray tho effects of th» glucose in a
peculiar way of walking. Wouldn't it be strange If
any on* who drank ilfty glads*?* of beer dally didn't
wabble a hit when he walks*)?

AFree Translation.— Willie— fa. what's the mean-
in*: of "Sic transit gloria mundt"?

Pa— H'm! Weil—er. Gloria Mundy M the name of
a woman. Iguess. And, lemma fee

—
"vie transit."

H'm! Igueas that's got something to do with a
ride in an ambulance. Now. go to bed.

—
(Philadel-

phia Prep".

THE WEDDIXG AT THE HAGUE.
Tho ryes of tho world aro largely turned to-

day from a funeral to a wedding. The sad
polemnities of London and Windsor give place
to tho festivities of The Hague. For thi? there
Is ample reason. Men live in tho present, not
in the paf-t. The Incident of yesterday Is his-
tory, but that of to-day is current life. More-
over. regardless of the Intrinsic or the compara-
tive Importance, of events, men naturally pay
readiest attention to those which most strongly
appeal to their own sympathies, and they there-
fore prefer to dwell upon joy rather than upon
sorrow. \V*» have the admirable authority of
Emerson for the statement that 'all mankind
love a lover." and happily in the present cn*»e

there are two real lovers presented as ob-
jects of the world's regard. Even the realm
which is now in so deep mourning must bar*
some memory of a wedding which in its salient
circumstances strikingly resembled this. sixty-
one years ago. and may thus join with the rest
of the world 1n wishing happiness to the young
royal bride.

Apart from the personal and nentlmeDtal in-
terest of it. the wedding is not of great Im-
portance. No wrlous dynastic or political
changes are presaged in It Queen Wilhelmlna
maUe* i Slav gentleman who is a German
Duke her husband, nun will henceforth < all
him * Prince. But sh« does cot make him
King of the Netherlands, and cannot do so.
The Dutch burghers, who jealously cuard their
hard won liberties, will see to that. They

know that Germany would greatly like *o ab-
sorb their little land into Its Empire, but they
dr. not propose to let It do so, nor to let this
marriage be a step in that direction. They have
emphasized their determination on that point
to the utmost extent which courtesy would per-
mit, nnd there is no fear of their attitude bcincr
misunderstood. Neither, we may hope, tvill
there be any disappointment on the side cf
tho bridegroom, who probably i- happy to re-
gard himself as a bridegroom and not at all as
a political agent.

Political considerations may therefore be dis-
missed, and only thoughts of joy and wishes for
happiness be aroused by the news from Th«
Hague. The world has teen fine proof of th»
possibility of conjugal devotion and domestic
felicity in royal life as well as In the simplest
society of a stern democracy. All that rh--'
world knows of Wilhelmlna and Helnrich is to

Th> ;r credit and to The encouragement of the ex-
pectation that their wedded lifo willh« lone :in<l
happy. S.i may it be'

TAT RILL BBARJXGS.
The bills for the taxation of banks, insnran<~"

companies and trust companies are not to ha
passed without giving hearings to tho interests
concerned. The insurance nun presented their
views yesterday, representatives of the savings
banks will be heard to-day, and Tuesday
next Is set apart for tho appo;tr.in<--e of the trnst
company managers. To tho vieu-R of all of
them open gstetlai consideration should dp Riven
by the members of the Legislature. The prob-
lem of incrcaf-ing taxation on corporate proper-
ties without doing serious injustice an<l driving
business from the State is a difficult one. Bad
all reasonable d^feronee should be paid to sug-
gestions of those having such .properties la (

charge, and ili<- fjeataal care should bo taken
to avoid anything like a sweeping exercise of
the taxing power without a clear understanding
on all sides of exactly the efforts which willbe
produced.

The general impression is that these corpora-
tions, especially the trust companies, havo boon
paying far t<»o Basal a share of the taxes in
this State. Wo believe some of them are ready
to admit as much and would Join in what th. y
Itolieve would bo an oquitablo adjustment. Per-
haps their view of what i* equitable may not
be that of others. Allowance is to bo made for
different points of view, and If the hanking,
trust «nd insurance Interests start out with the
übderetanding that their properties are to bo.
taxed at v rate para bit* with that levied on
private persons tiny ought to bo able to offer a
scheme for the consideration of tho Legislature
which would furnish all the revenue that inn

1m- reasonably asked, and at the same time ad-
just itself to the conditions of their business.
Wo think thor would bo wlso not to content
themselves with merely objecting' to the bills
now before the Legislature, but. if they are not
satisfied with those bills, should bring forward
alternative plans which they can commend to
the lawmakers as proper substitutes, so far as
the State 1b concerned, and as better calcu-
lated to do Justice among themselves, and not
as ItIs complained the pending measures do, put
our corporations at a disadvantage as com-
pared with foreign companies doing similar
business in this State.

If the corporations an* willing to do this tie
legislators should give fair consideration to
their proposals. The business interests of New-
York are too Important to be tampered with in
any arbitrary spirit. It is not to be forgotten
that corporate wealth simply will not pay ex
cessive taxes. It will move the instant* resi-
dence here becomes unprofitable as compared
with foreign domicile. Therefore, any tax on
it which la not reasonable defeats its own pur-
pose. We do not say the pending bill* levy
such a tax; simply that the question is so com-
plicated that It calls for the fullest hearings.
Ifthose already arranged for do not fire, a fair
chases for all Interests to be adequately pre-

uycoiys /.v/.-rf/z^.u* cEicßitJiTiox
Word has been receive! by th* committee, that

Assistant Bas* I ot the X.ivy Ktcfcett willb«
present at the Lta coin's Birthday <:e!*bration at

Carnegie I'J»ll next .'.tcrday nisto. Lleutenant-

Cenerai MUw he-s signift^i his intention of attend-
hag the exercises. Major-General Otia aM also ac-
ceptvd th. Invitation to bt .» guest, and will re-

main in th»« rity after the dinner <?iven for him by

t;>.< Cenesto Society o.i February 7 :n order to tins

part in the c<Mebr*t!or. .
Uneoln'a favcrite hvir.n will be rendered a» »

four part chorus by th« Choral Union, which I"
also Ann an old NetherlanU folk son*, the Halle li^jah Chorus from the "Messiaa" and "Tha Battia
Hymn or the Republic"

THE Krw observatory.

A rather curious conflict has recently arisen
In the extreme western part of London. A trol-
ley road has been built and equipped, and steam
has been In the boilers of th»» power hous*» for
p»veral weeks past. Th* operation of the road
could have been begun at almost a moment's
notice during this period but for one obstacle.
There Is an observatory at K«*w for recording
fluctuations in the earth's magnetism, and that
portion of the road which is already completed
runs within two miles of it. Projected lines will
approach still closer, and another extension
which th*» company wants to construct would
com* within a third of a mile, Now It has been
foreseen that leakage of electricity from iaa

Frederick Julian Clarke, who died In D«>s Moin^s
tho other day. only a few hours after the death
>( his brother, Mnjor Charles E. Clarke, of Now-

Rochelle. N. V . was in his early days n. prom-
inent figure In th* Ohio River trade. He lived at
PUtsburg an«l New-Brighton, lVnu. and afterward
at Cincinnati, where h« owned a lln*> of steam-
boats on i!1( Ohio .vi1 Mississippi river*. One of
his enterprises, in which he always took much
pride, was the furnlshl.ig of material for th.- first
railroad built in Michigan. The Central Railroad,
built by the State (now the Michigan Central), ran
from Detroit to Tpsllaatt The rails for this sec-
tion ware bought la England and shipped to New-Orleans. Mr. Clarke brought the iron up the rivers,
through th- Ohio and Erie Canal. Into Lake Eriealli.alli.ui> DetroH River, landing -them at Detroitwithin the contract time.

Timothy T. Sawyer, the president of the Bunker
Hill National Bank of Charlestown. Mass.. is the
oldest hank president In New-England. He has
bten connected with the Institution over fifty years
and has been its president since MM He Is noweighty-four, but attends to all his duties at thebank.

At a meeting of prominent men In Boston on
Monday the following resolution was adopted to
bo s*nt to the authorities in China and to those
In the Foreign Oftlce In England: "At a public
meeting of the citizens of Boston we were re-
quested to pr-pare a memorial which should ex-
press our »«ni»c of the value to mankind of the
services of Francis Hubcrty James, lately pro-
fessor of the University of China. Mr. James vis-
Ist .1 America In the year 1553 with th« single ob-
ject of interesting us in the welfare of the people
of China. He knew them by having lived there
for sixteen years. When he returned to China In

IS9T the value of his work was made evident to th-Imperial government, and he u.i^ invited to tak*
¦n Important post In the Imperial University
which h« h«ld «t th» time of his death. Had h«
lived his services to peace would have been inval-
uable to-day. What ho has done to mike the lit-
erature. religion and government of the Chinese
Empire well known to the wsrld has been of great

JVDGJJFST \*;\T.\st ÜBB. LF.SLIF C.IKTKIf.
London. Feb. -In the Court of King"* Bi»n<:.h

to-day Judgment «a» given in £•*;!. with costs,

against Mrs. LeeMe Carter, for dresses supplied by
a Parisian modist- in connection with the produc-
tion of "2a«a."
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sented. additional opportunity should be jrivpn
for thrashing out the subject. ABOUT SOCIETY.

Wednesday Is always popular for nwctag* ,
assem&lasea of various kinds. Yesterday aTeral bridge whist classes sot together la the "a/**"*noon, an.i there was also the first meetlne o7»w
Post-Graduate Sewing Class, which took nil™h?the home of Mr/. William Jay 3chieff«M« -JKnickerbocker Bowling Club met In th« .i

**"
at the Tennis Bulletin!, and among the e4t^0.0^menu of the evening there was a small da£??»*Miss Marion Fish at the home of Mr and for
Stuyvcsant Fish.

w and Mrs.

Importance. His widow, a lady of great worth, re-
sides with us and is highly esteemed

"

Professor F. J. Steen has restgned tram the
chair of ecclesiastical history an.l apologetic*
in the Diocesan Theological College affiliated with
MrOf'lUnlrenttr. Montreal. He says that freedom
of thought In theological matters was not possible-
In his position, and so he preferred to resign. He
will return to this city, where he has friends, he
being a native American. "Frankly speaking,

'
he

explains. -I find the theological air of Canada
rather hard to breathe. In England and In the
United States discussion on the most important
religious topics of the day is courted and tolerated.
There Is no such toleration in this country. One
has to move in the orthodox, conservative rut, and
any deviation therefrom 13 not tolerated."

n v. CAVBoy to no to berlfs~*

Mrs. Fish received her guests at the entraae. c.the drawins room, which was. decorated wtthnTiJand smilax. The sliding partition which sepa-,7.
It from the ball was removed, making one larTroom. This was used for dancing, which was hformal until supper, which was served at mldri.hrat twenty tables in the diningroom, reception ro«nand long corridor All the tables were decora^with pink rose*, some with centrepieces of th.flowers, others with blossoms, strew? »mSng £&*ferns. After supper came the cotillon led h3Harry Lehr. dancing with Miss Fish The faWwere exceedingly attractive. In ort« figure twwere Louis XVI bonbonnJeres for¦ the^S?', 01.-^riding crops for their partners. Louis XV ca^giltclocks set In horseshoe frames, geld beltspencil eases, silver stamp boxes and picture tnm£set with various stones were distributed anwiSthe remaining figures. The guests numberedtwo hundred, and consisted mainly of the you-

Mrs. Frederick J. De Peytter mm a luncheonparty yesterday a*, her house at MaiSlson-ave. andThirty-fourth-st. Among her guests were MrsHenry I. Barbey. Mrs. John C. Jay Mrs i*u.ji _
SchleffeMn. Mrs. Cruzer Pell. Mm Charles GoS.
MUM
U

JJ. E^rv" Oak:e> - Mi"Helen° l
'
ha3« "<*"

NO CONFIRMATION Or REPORT AT PARIS OR

WASHINGTON.

Tar!« Feb. «.—The "Echo de Paris" »ays it be-
lieves that >!. Jules Cambon. French Ambassador
to the United States, will be transferred to -he
Berlin Embassy, in «uccession to th« Marquis d«
Xoalllest, who will shortly retire.

Inquiries made at the Foreign Office here to-day
elicited the fact that nothing is known there of
the report.. The feeling appears to obtain here
that there is no reason why M. Cambon should be
withdrawn from a post where he is »o popular, and
which he is filling so satisfactorily.

Washington, Feb. 6.—ln regard to th« report
that M. Jules Cambon. th* French Ambassador to
the United States. Is to be transferred to the
French Embassy at Berlin, it was said at the
French Embassy here to-day that while, of course,

such* a change was within the ranere of possibility.
there is no official knowledge at hand to warrant
ihf belief that to M. Cambon will be given the
Berlin post as reported.

ILLXESS OF LORD KIMBERLET.

Mrs. TV. Storr* Valla and Mr* Ogden Mills had
•".inner parties last night and afterward took their
tuest« on to Mrs. Stuyve^ant Fish1!din-». Mrs.
¦Wells has Invitations out for two dinner narti»<
tit her nous*. No. w East. FUty-seventh-st fo-February 13 and February 2£.

¦ . ror

Mr and Mrs. Philip Livingston ?iv» a large 4h».ner party this evening in the annex of •
.< Metro-polltan Club.

Mr. ITaVai dor? not purport to be an lnexpen-, sive man. m far a* we are aware, and ho ear-
tjijnl>ili<iuot coiet this task. He is not in the
lialiit of putting himself to great Inconvenience
iliirin^' the hoi anaaaa, mnkin? uncomfortable'
trij.s from Buffalo to Kew-Tarh at frequent In-

j t«r. aud sitting in » stuffy courtroom at a
price ymtattsftiffory to n man in extremely easy

circtimstancei«. It is not unreasonable to sup-
pose that ho accepted the appointment chiefly
u-<-.«iii«.*» the <;overnor made it hard for him to
refuse, nnd that ho would not have accepted it

| at all ifho could hay« foreseen what Itwould
Involve. Itis true that men havo often served

, the State jrrntuitously with remarkable unself-
i shness. an<l hi* follow townsmen are aware

?hat Mr. Wileox himself has done much work of
1 a public character for nothing: but It is not'
customary for lawyers to devote a largo part

| of their time during a considerable period to
j engagements in tho lino of their profession
i without remuneration. Itis their general habit.
ihowever, unless we are seriously mistaken, to

| apply a special wale when a State or a rich'
city la th«'ir client. Possibly also they are to

\ !)o commended rather than blamed for standing

J by one another with un*haken esprit de corp*
| in such rases. But the community and the offi-

cials appointed to guard its Interests «re at
least equally bound to scrutinize their bills with-
iout peculiar favor, though not with prejudice.'
In that spirit the Legislature should pass upon

i the Gardiner investigation accounts.
As for drawing a lesson from this rather ex-

,pensive transaction, perhaps the first lesson
which the public may properly he invited to
draw is that when a thing is known to come
high it Is always advisable to consider care-
fully whether or not we must have it. In this
Instance, as wo have intimated, there Is gomi
reason to think that the original probing of
Colonel Gardiner's oflj<ial conduct was essential
to hie removal after a second hearing, and con-
sequently that the light which the City Club
was instrumental in throwing upon his record

|
was not a light that failed.

FOREIGN
—

Th* British War Office ha* decid-

ed to lid •*•«•. more mounted mm to the aid of

Lord Kitchener ia South Africa; the Boers cut
the railroad lin< fifty-three kilometre* from

Lourrnco Marques. =The eve of the wed- :
?jir.R of th* <jue<r» of th^ Netherlands saw a .
continuame of the gay. ty of the Dutch burghers
*t Trie lJat,ru»\ a profession of working people :
filling up a part of th* day. ::

—-—-
The report

was current in London that ttM Crown Pcince ,
of Germany has fallen in love with and Wow
betrothed to one of me granddaughters of Oueen
Victoria, who is only foortoen ytara old. .. ¦

The lint of twelve Chinee official whose execu-
tion is demanded by th<* fuieign envoys was ;
made publK. together with « special plea by the
Chiri^?" plenip^trntiarifp for on*- of th* number, i
sjlt The i^rmnn Bmpcrar rrosf"1*! th* North |
8»-k and '••• itrain rrom Flushing. Holland. ,
on his way to hi? capital. ¦::--. Two Manila ;
m»rc!ianis and contractor* uere arreftfd on ;
charges of aiding th* insurgents. —..... Th" ;

Italian Government was d'ftaied in a. i»-st vot*.

and i< 15 thought that th*- Cabinet may resign.

COGRES'S.— tfenat*-' A i<ighi session was h«»ld |
to rontidrr the Butaldy bill, at which
th* Democrats, under the U-a-i of Senator Jones,

Of Arkansas, resented to nlibusi-rin? tactics, and
scenes resulted; at The day pt-r^ion th*»

emended War Tax fcteductioa bill and the Mili-
tary Ac*cie:ny Appropriation Mil were passed.—
rrrr Hr>ijt««: The O.cy was spent in discussion

of the Post office Appropriation bill.
DOMESTJC— The Republican legislators at

Albany nominated Charles EL fklr.ner for State i
Superintendent of Public Instruction and Rob-
ert C. Pnayn. of Albany, for ¦ rent of the :
l."niv*-r*-ityor the t^tate of New-V'ork. ¦¦ I
Edward Lautfrliarh. eounael for th»- Ftamapn !
Wfat.-r C'Jinpaiiy. TiltJ a brief .¦.

;Albany in op-
pos'tton to the bill to repeal its charter. -

j
Topeka saloonkeepers promised to cl<>s» up as a
'¦••siilt of Mre. Nation's crusade.

-
„ Dr.R. C. j

Flower, the mining speculator, who was aliege.l :
to have swindled investors ii New-York to the•mount of over SI.mm <hh». says he will return j
10 Nrnvfnrk and explain maiters. ¦ ¦^=Sena- i
torn Chandler, Tillmun. Nelson and Scott save
tht-ir views on the Cuban question.

—-—
Sena-

tor Raines Introduced v State constabulary Mil
a» Albany, r== H. C. Prick denies knowledge .
of eny pale by Mr. Carnegie of the latter"* stock
In the Carnegie company; U if believed in Pitts-
bui •- that the pale willresult in the removal of
the Ctrnepie offices, which employ almost on.-
thousand clerks, to New-York dry, and that ;
Pitt»burs: vim be injured in other M-aya by th?
•am

ClTY.—Stocks were etrong and active. == !
The crew of the Standard Oil Company's four i
masted ship Astral, which sailed for Shanghai ;
Is** Sun* nsutSsled. and Bh« anchored off !

Scotland Liphtship. ===== The Fan Marcos, of ,'
the Mallory Steamship Line, struck an obetrU' -

!
tion In the East Itiver. and later sank p.t her I
pier, foot of Maiden Lane. =t

—
r It was an !

nour.ced at a dinner of the Clothiers' Aesc>cla- j
*ion that a plan was on foGt to move sweatshop |
rrniiloycs into the country. .= The continued
*vir.dand o«K ".vea'her onused heavy ice to form
in the North r, .<•! Hast river* and block th*
ferry ellps.

-—
r-Mayer Van Wyck said he was •

in favor of an appropriation by the city of
£l,f»00.(i00 for a naval arch at the Battery. ¦

James E. Dill and Oeneral Ludlow were
?he principal rpeakcrf at the Crockery Doard of I
Trade dinner at the Waldorf- Astorfa.

THEWEATHFR: Forecast for to-day: Fail, i
Th* ?*mppratr.r>>s nerday Highest. 23 de- j
arr*fp; !r.\vr-s», 17 •Jppr'-^s; svpr.if, 10 » ,j.. i

n came ninn. ITT
Th* hills for the inrrstipation which <h<l not i

dirc-tlr rosult iv the removal <if IHstrict Attor-
ney <;:irdinor are now in the hands at tlio S*-n-
¦t»» Finance Committee.

'

Th«\v inovltably kuc- \
C«*ft r*>fl^t<r»ns of « not nltnp»tr!Pr j>l>'Hsinc |
r!jer«''i*r With some of the participants KtiU j
to he lioftr<3 fv.un. we bt'llev**, th* account |
as*-'"*" th' 1 State now amounts to more thnn I
530.000. nnd tho final total Is etpecU*) to be \•

bout $4"/»()<«. A natural foiooMM <>n thes«- i
intrrostlrp fl«ri:rps in thai NMM is « pood iggl ¦

of money to pa.v for not petting rid <>f Colon**! i

'iardic-^r but perhaps that is not jnst the ripht
Ti-a.< to look m the natt«r. The investigation j
procund by the City <"lu!> <lii cot have tho ;
Immediate ooum»<iuoh<vs which tin- Bpol(6Siaea
Of that orcatiiration confidently prodicird. tii.- !
T*»n3irt havinc l>c-cn "not proven." Y«'t wo !
suppose It is pretty safe to assume that «;«.v '

Tniir llrt..«tfv< it's b»-!iof that he va« v4-arrant«>d
'

in ttummaiilv return Colon*'! <;.(i-.l;n.r :tji«-r ¦

th»» hriel hoarinc wliirta lio liims.-li «-onducto<l i
¦was partly derived from and strongly f».iilii.-.l
by bis stud? of th*» *»«rllor |ir.»N»«'di!ip«. It rimy
Ibcrrfore bo only fair to nay that if tin- prvnent

'
claims art- adniitti'd the state willpay ?-«/v<«ixi j
not tor the rrtontion but for tli4> dismissal of !
1h» lfit*District Attorney, and from that point
?nf view th«- popular judgment may ho that it ;
«•• worth th* money.

Considered by tncrr.selves. however, the bills
<!«» appear oxorbitant, though less so wh.-n th«-Itpm« an» srnaratrly examined. Tho Kt«-n«, ra i
pbers* fees amount to about fl2.uun. it is a
heavy charge, but tho job was a Li*od« The

'
<>)ntroller has pared the reckoning down a little.

'
hut -we don't see bow It can »m» much reduced

'
either Id law or Justice— are not always
lie Eame thing. Tlie testimony van volurai-
nous, and there is the record to pmv«- it. The
ftcnographejs did not do the work for their
health or pleasure; there is no reason why they
should net demand the regular rat- of payment
for the labor they performed, and thor« would
man to be »• <UiQeulty la computing pre<-iM>iy
what sum they ought to receive. If $12,000 i*
the amount to which they are legally entitled.
they are under no obligation to accept a cent

Mr.Ansley Wiicox. who repraaented the <sot-
araor as Commissioner, has already received
£2,500, and arts for 7.500 more. Undoubtedly
CIO.OOO Is a handsome fee. Many an excellent
profestlonal service baa been rendered far less
money by law ->'•?» reput*. I] then

«


