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London. Feb. 24. 1a. m.—War news remains
meagre, but the general trend is favorable to

British arms. Botha's main force is still re-
ported on the south side of the Pongolo River,
below Plet Retief. closely pressed by French's
columns. It is not clear v.-hether it is attempting
to double back into Natal or subdividing into
hands of guerilla? and slipping bach westward

between the British columns. This Boer fore»
can hardly e*c=»ed four thousand, and while It
has not been compelled to surrender it has been
terribly harassed and reduced to extremities.

The British are making thorough work of the
campaign in the Eastern Transvaal, driving In
all horses and cattle and corralling at strongly
garrisoned posts the Boer inhabitants. Broad
districts are emptied in this way. so that gueril-

las cannot live in them. The same policy has
been adopted in the Western Transvaal and the
northern section of the Orange River Colony.

De Wet's raid into Cape Colony has been a
failure, and Hertzog. Fourie and other guerillas

who have been scouring Inaccessible districts
southward are moving northward and west-

ward into Grlijualand to loin him. The details
of the movements of the British columns are
confused, and there is little definite information.
Itpeems probable that the Boers willagain es-
cape by subdividing into small bands and scat-
tering their forces In Grt.jualand Da Wet's
losses in ammunition and horses have been se-
rious, and unless he offers some fresh exhibition
of audacity and unexpected resource his powers
of resistance willspeedily be exhausted. General
Kitchener Is slowly an.i mechanically wearing

out the endurance of the Boers, inexhaustible as
it has appeared during the last eighteen months.

Strathcona's Horse, with the goat wh!<*h has*
accompanied it as a mascot in South Africa,and
with th* King's color as its best trophy of »m-
perial service, had a hearty serdoff from Lon-

don yesterday, and sailed from Liverpool late
in th» afternoon, after a banquet at St. George's

Hall. Lord Strathcona. the Duke of Abercom,

Lord Dundonald and General Mackinnon were
among those at the station to speed the parting
guests of the nation. Colonel Steele is regarded

as an Ideal colonial soldier, and the service of
th* regiment as an object lesson in the value of
the auxiliary forces of th* Empire, which were
overlooked until the campaign with th* Boers
iam* on.

The v«gabor. 1=
'

c'ui. honored Llnley Run
tiourne. Sir John Tennis's succe^s-oron "Punch."
with a well attended dinner last night ¦•• Hoi-
born Restaurant. Although Israel Zangwlllwas
in the chair and sparkling as ever, the speaking
was not as brilliant as the informal debate th«

previous night at the Whitefrlars dinner, led by
Anthony Hope Hawkins and Poultney Bigelow.

Mr. Sambourne received a well deserved tribute
ofrespect and good fellowship from London men
of letters. I.N. F.

X norm ready to Qf'lT.

Albany. Feb. 39 iSpecial).-- "Mayor Van Wych;
must bear the responsibility for the appoint-

ment of Devery as Deputy Chief of Police." said
Governor »><|e|| to-night, 'and ido not feel that
the State administration is called upon at pres-
ent for any interference with his action." Th»
Governor had Just arrived from New-York on
the Lake Shore limited when he made this in-
teresting statement, and was looking somewhat
fatigued by his journey early thin morning to
New-York, his labors* there to-day, and his
quick trip bark M Albany. It can be said on th«

•
highest authority that Dwery was not the sub-»
Ject of the so-called t onfnrence.

"In fact. Devery wan not mentioned." said oM
who was present, and there was no> conference
in fact, merely a general talk about the at&Urs
of the State. The Congress apportionment mat-*
ter was the chief subject of talk aaj thMe pres-
ent, but. other affairs were also discussed. Gov-
ernor (MM said little, but listened closely to ait
that was said at the conference."

"There will be no legislation," the Oovernoa?
said further, when asked about the appointment
of Devery. This indicates pretty clearly that
he has no thought of pressing the passage, of?
Senator Raines's bill for a State police. In fact*,
one can reasonably believe that the Governor**
policy is to give the new police administration
of New-York City a trial, with plenty of rope to>
hang itself before next November, ifit so wills**

Mayor Van Wyck and the Tammany Hal*
leaders have elected to place Michael C. Murphy?
at the head of the Police Department, and h«,
has selected William 9. Devery aa a Deputy^
Police Commissioner: therefore. Mayor Van£
Wyck and the Democratic: administration willbe*
responsible if the police administration is an evil'
one. and vie* flourishes under it.

The Governor's statement also Indicates thsfj
the rumors of to-day that the Police law signed^
yesterday creating a single headed Police r>-.i
partment will be amended Immediately so aa]|
surely to legislate D"very out of office, have- ao>
foundation at present.
ItIs well known that Governor Odell has op-»j

posed the passage of a State Police bill. nndU
being a man of tenacious purpose ho Is nofl,
likely to change that policy suddenly. It IsM
not believed here that Mayor Van Wyck willhey
removed, or Police Commissioner Murphy re-
moved. ItIs possible, however, that if the police*
administration of New-York should not im-»
prove, the charter revision legislation will d*
amended so as to oust Devery. But there ap-
pears to-night to be no immediate prospect off
"legislation" against Devery. The. charter re-,

vision willhave a hearing before th* two Com*
mittees on Cities on Wednesday.

Governor Odell and the Republican Senator*
and Assemblymen are more concerned at pr*e-

ent about the apportionment of the Congress
districts, the framing of th* new taxation bills
•nd Ike auiecvrrv of some method ofsalving th«
canal problem of the State than they are about
the administration of the Police Department off
New- York City. A few months will Indicates
what the character of the new police adminis-
tration i*. and then the Legislature and th")
Governor -an make their decision what to do la
relation to it.

Mi Istmn jfTTirn THF .;ovF.KNOR SATa\
TO OIST TMK \KW MTOIvrtM,

pointed Police Commissioner came to lightyes-
terday. If one-half the story is true. Murphy
is guiltyof one of the blackest pieces of political
treachery on record. Several weeks ago the
Committee of Five, which consists of Commis-
sioners Nixon. Keller and Clausen. M. Warley ;
Platzek and Commissioner Murphy, discovered .
that Chief D«»v*ry was the man around which j
revolved the Tammany system of protected vice. ;
At that time they issued a statement in which ;
they publicly declared that Devery was respon- I
sible for the existence of gambling houses and ;
poolrooms in th. city, and that he could close
them all within forty-eight hours ifhe desired.

As the time. drew near for the Police bill m i
become a law, the Committee of Five discussed j
candidates, and finally Messrs. Keller. Platzek
and Clausen suggested that Mayor Van Wyck
be urged to appoint Commissioner Murphy, one
of their own number. Commissioner Nixon dis-
sented mildly,but th* others went ahead and Ispoke la the Mayor. John F. Carroll heard of!
It. and in the course of a day or two assented
to the proposition, but h<» urged that the recom-
mendation ha made official.

"
that Is, that ail

of the Committee of Five recommend Murphy.
Nixon stood out. The bill became a law. Mayor
Van Wyck on Washington's Birthday sneaked
into hi.- office in the City Hall without attract-ing attention appointed Michael C Murphy theCommissioner-Chief, and then came- the star act
of the whole performance

—
the thing that dazed

Nixon. Keller and Platzek— the appointment of
Devery as first deputy.

Before Murphy's name was suggffted M theMayor the Commissioner was particularly
sounded on the unfltnes3 of Dovery, and the >
oth»r committeemen said yesterday that Murphy i
spok* strongly against Devery and gave themto understand that Devery would be run out of
the Department a.- soon as possible.

THE FIVE KEEP AWAY FROM MURPHY.
When they h'-ard Friday evening of Murphy's

appointm»nt of Devery they could not believe it. j
Mr. Nixon started from hi.« house yesterday
with the intention of demanding an explanation
from Murphy, but after he consulted with Mr.
Platzek he didn't go m see M- Murphy at all,
and. as far as could be learned last night, none
of the Committee of Five have called on Murphy.
As a matter of fact, the Purifiers willnot know
Just where they stand, m whom to lean upon.
till they hear from Richard Croker. IfCroker
indorses the appointment of Devery. then they
will know that Crete* himself has deserted
ihem.

Mr Nixon's friends yesterday related the con-
versation between Richard Croker and Mr.
Nixon at th« time the Committee of Five was
appointed. Mr. Nixon said in substance, among
other things
"Idon't want to be chairman of this commit-

tee. Work of this kind Is distasteful to me. But.
if Itake it. Iwant it understood that there
must be no hauling off. Iwillnot consent to go
on unless there is an understanding that we go
la the bottom of Ibis vice business, no matter
who is hurt."

Mr. Croker told Mr.Nixon that he would have
the. support of himself and the Tammany or-
ganization, and to go right ahead. With this
positive understanding Mr. Nixon and his asso-
ciates accepted appointment, and the rest is a
matter of recent local history.

Mr. Platzek s.-id yesterday that he had abso-
lute confidence in Murphy, but it was noticed
thai he did not call on him. At the same time
he denounced the appointment of Devery. A
good many people wondered how he could har-
monize the two statements.

Commissioner Keller is understood to take the
hitter doae administered by Mayor Van Wyck
and Commissioner Murphy more quietly. He has
advised Mr. Nixon to curb his temper and wait
fill h* hears from CrokT before saving too
much. I'fito a late h' ur last night nothing had
been heard from the man at Wantage.

Tammany politicians predict that Crok*r will
stand by the "gaiiaj and let Nixon an.i his asso-
ciates make the best of it.

There was a smoker at the Democratic Club
last night. Mayor Van Wyck was there ineven-
ing dress. He refused to discuss the appoint-
ment of Devery Of anything else. When ap-
proached he would wave both hands in the air
n:A "s.\!k •i^-'.y

There were many groups of persons about the
club discussing the situation. A prominent
member Of the club and .istanch friend of Mr.
Crnker, who refused to be quoted or have his
nam»» used, said that the appointment of Dev-
ery would cause Mr. Croker to come back to
this country earlier than he expected. He said
the appointment of Devery was nor authorized
by Mr Croker.- but that John F. Carroll was au-
thority for it..

Ml Nixon, in answer to a direct question as
to whether he hid received a cable message
from Mr. CroVT. replied:
"Ihave received no message up to this hour

(10:13 p. m.) from Mr. Croker."

PR 1 1 E RFSffF OF TWO CfffmßFW

BOER CHIEF SAID TO HAVEBENT AN KMIS-

BART TO GENERAL KITCHENER.

London. Feb. '2\— "The Weekly Dispatch"

says !• ieams "ii gr«o<s authority that a special

Cabinet Council was summoned on Saturday to

consider a communication from Lord Kitchener
to the effect that general Hotha had sent an
emissary admitted that he was outmanoeuvred

and asking for Imeeting, with a view of ar-
ranging a general surrender.

The position of De Wet as a freebooter was ¦.

matter of consideration for lord Kitchener,

who telegraphed for clear instructions respect-

ing the terms of settlement. I^ord Kitchener
cent neral Botha's officer back, fixing•o'clock
Wednesday for the meeting. Meanwhile the
PritiFh commander is completing ••p"rations hf*hi.h he hope* to catch De Wet.

Washington. Feb. 2.1— The Senate Committee
on Relations with Cuba met to-day to consider
a proposed amendment to the Army Appropria-
tion bill,defining future relations between Cuba

end th* t'nlted States. It was prepared by the
Republican members of the committee. It re-
¦ it*s the Teller amendment to the Spanish war
resolution, and then gives the President au-
thority to withdraw the troops from Cuba whan
In his Judgment the provisions of the Teller
amendment are realized.

The following points are also embodied in th«
proposed amendment:

That Hm Inil.-it State* shall have auper-
«l«i«n of all trrntlr> with forelisn countries
mitri* li» the Hrpnhlli-nf Cuba.

'I'llii» iiilin.luillnut undertake to pin the
ilrht in«-iirr«*<l ••>¦ ••pain '•' her war with Culm
prior to or after the Intervention of the
I'nited «fntea.

TlihiIHha ahall airree either to lease or to

»ell to the I'nlteal *>tntea unch rnnlln* nr
natal ktntlona an In the opinion of the I'real-
•lent of the Inlte«| Mnten tnny he nr«»e«»iiry

to the protection of the Interest" of this
country.

That the I'nlteil States shall have sufficient
•nprnlnlnn of the lama of • nlia rrlntlan •"

limitation to prot«-«>t thin ronntrv from enl
tlemli-a liable to orlclnate there.

The idea is that these provisions shall be In-

cluded in a treaty to he made with Cuba, but

that they need not be ipart of the Cuban r"ti

Ftltutir.n.

SATISFACTORY TO THE PRESIDENT.
It is understood that the draft of the amend-

ment containing these provisions was submitted
to the President and the Perretary of War. and
they expressed approval of them. The minority

members of the committee were willingto com*

to an understanding on thes- general lines. In-
deed, some of the mo.M important suKgestt^ns

were made by the minority. Senator Butler, of
North Carolina. belr.g one of the foremost mov-
ers in the matter. They insist, however, on
many verbal amendments, thus evincing a de-
termination to aid in Riving form to the pro
vision, as well as sueg^sting its general tenor.

Whpn the committee adjourned to-day there
were -Mil important differences to he recon^il^d.
and the members separated with the under-
¦tandinc that another meeting would be h"ld
on Monday.

Members on both side? of the committee ex-
pressed the hope that an agreement would be

reached, but all said thai lha proceedings ha !
not gone far enough to render this result cer-
tain

On» important point to which the committee
Is givingespecial attention, although it may not
be emphasized or even mentioned in the pro-
posed amendment, is the relation of Cuba to the
Isle of Pin«'S. Th r« is some disposition eTtong

the Citbnt» to hold on to -hat ii"!anl »"• near
their shore-, while there is apparently pa dis-
position on the part of the I'ntted States to re-
lease that possession, .m the ground that th"
island was acquired as a result Of the Spanish
war.
TROOPS MAY REMAIN A LONG TIME.

There is also more or Jess contention over the
exact meaning "f the word "pacification" as
used '1 the Teller resolution That resolution
provided that the t'nit".] Stales forces should be

withdrawn from the island when It beeasM
''pacified.*' The contention is that this word
may he broadly Interpreted, and may permit

the Mt"d States troops to remain for a long
time. Apparently all th* members of the com-
mittee unite in the opinion that there would be
no possibility of withdrawing the American
fnrces until after the elertlon .-itid installation of
Cuban officials und*r th* rew constitution.

Th-r.- will be an effort to report the amend
ment on Monday or Tuesday, as there Is a gen-

eral d»-s-ir«* to huve it become a part of the Army

Appropriation bill, consideration of which has
already begun In the Senate.

THE iEXATI « OMMITTFF ON RFT V

TIMNS WITH Pi RA PRUVS IP A

n.AN FOI SIBMISSION TO

COXOBKM.

fT-vrvrirM. aai P v T.« m York I*rltxm*'

tPT CA.M.K TO Tnr TRtrXNrl

London. Feb. 23.—There are r-eventy-*ight

antler in 'he United Kingdom srtatch have the

franttiora! right '•' h* received hi anacftal au-

dience on 'lie accession of a new sovereign. The

King™|1!l
* nf>lll .ohm in c«. h instance and

• -
rppt In proper form 'heir congratulations Au-
jjlp,,,^ nf this kind are arranged already with

•greater state than has been known for a Ion?
pwlnd The King has accf-ntuated strongly

frtm the
"' ' day nf his reign the ceremonious

#Kj if royalty. To-day he has received ad-

firefses ft St. James's Palace from Oxford and

rambriflce universities and the Royal Society.

•The ceremony corresponded closely with the re-

option of the City Corporation and the London

Cmmty Council. A guard • f honor was mounted
outside the palace, and <» military band was In

th* courtyard The Yeomen of the Guard, who

ere Indispensable at every Court function, were

Inattendance, with their quaint and picturesque

uniform The throne room was reserved for the

delegations, which were large. The Chancellors

tnd other functionaries M the universities »v-
r-rsred in their academic robes, and the fellows

.art officials of the Royal Society were well

f^resf-nted. The declarations of these delega-

tions were received with stately dignity, and
the Kings reply was hie own ln phrasing and
mariner. All ceremonies of this kind are well

menace by the King. He excludes superfluous

functionaries, and converts the function in"?
•

fpecial audience, a.rd in nearly every instance

confers decorations and awards honors.
King Edward happily deserves all the conven-

tional compliments and the flatteries showered

upon him by the English press in its stilted and

formal accounts of these functions. The Court

«Srlals who are behind the scenes report that

be knows the stage business of reigning already,

•nd has nothing Ml learn from any prompter.

Three functionaries at the opening of the reign

asserted Ftrongly their inherited ceremonial
Tights, which had fallen Into desuetude during

the Victorian period. The King ha* not re-

sented their officious zeal, but in dealing with

them he has convinced them that be knows

rnnre about the detail" of Court ceremony than
they do. Every official has been impressed dur-
ing the fortnight with the King's force of char-

acter ana lucidity of Mind. He does not lack
either decision or knowledge. He knows hie

mind «nd never changes an order. He is not a

wabbler. who hesitates and asks advice; he
knowg bow- everything ought to be done, and
will not have unnecessary discussion or delib-
eration. He has a kinglymanner suited to every

'fitate function, and a remarkable talent for de-
llveeang

-
«<«tely mtntrc wliiv>simplicity.©I

«yje. This Is the account which Ireceive from

Conrt officials. Th«*y also add that his health
htf seemed to improve since the Queen's death.
*wtngto the intense interest which he has taken
in til.- work.

There will he a short cessation of Court
page«< try ing to the Kings departure forGer-
ms;. to-night to visit the Empfess Frederick.
This has been kept as quiet at- possible, but
there win lie no lack of BtajaJaMnaMi in the pas-
eage of the North See. since two cruisers will
pfrr<r> the yacht Victoria and Albert from Sheer-
r»ss to Flushing.

TVhate on the Address has dragged along In
the House cf Commons until everybody is weary
ef the dull talk, even If passages of M are H-
lumin&ted with what Is known us the true Par-
llsment&ry debating style. If the country does
not tike as serious a view of "the best club in

London" af the members of the House of Com-

"tons themselves, it is because there are no
'ign« of rfai force in the leadership of the
parties on ..Hi. fifle. Neither the Ministerial-
Ins n' the Opposition are well led. except for
purposes of dress parade. The only real tight

DCIX DEBATE INTHE COMMONS- MR WILL-

IAM OPRTFN REAPPEARR-liONDON

COUNTY '"INCH, F.CTIOVP

AN FViDl'!!OF FASHIONTO

THE CONTINENT.

LONDON.

£JNO EDWARD'S KNOWLEDGE OF AND

INTF.REST IN HIS WORK.

BECnumXG FIELD IS CANADA.

EFFORTS OK THE RRITISH GOVERNMENT TO

SECURE THE DOMINIONS AID.

London. Feb. '£\.— Mr. Hrodrick. the War Sec-
retary, and Mr. Chamberlain, tb*» Colonial Sec-
retary, are trying to arrar.Re with th«- Canadian
Government for the establishment inCanada of

permanent recruiting depots for the British
army. In order to avoid the political feeling

which such steps might engder in the Dominion,

it has been suggested that a new Canadian roßl-
mmi be established. The negotiations h«*tw»-en
the Karl of Mjrito, the Covernor-General of
Canada, and Sir Wilfrid Laurier. the Canadian
Premier, and the officials in London are Mill la
progress, without definite result.

Thanks to the excellent record of the Canadian
contingents in South Africa, it is believed they
constitute an element very necessary In the
British army, and while the ne«-ds of the local
Canadian forces are not aeanaj overlooked, it is

hoped that a permanent supply of Canadians for
waging c, »at Britain's wars will eventually be
Btt iired

MAN RUSHES THftoran PMOKFT AND

FLAMES ON IIF.ARINO THEIR CRIES.

John Feeney. of V1V1 fif) East Houston-st..
rushed through flam* and smoke on the fourth
floor Of th.it house last night to save the lives
of two children who had been locked in their
rooms by their mother. They were carried out
safely hy Feeney. who was not injured.

Loti!« Hoeflpr. who keeps a grocer* a block
from the house, lives .in th* fourth floor with
bis wife and two children- Raymond, two years
old. and Flue fie, five. While he was In the store

last nicrhf Ma wife left home to set son: kto-

rerte*. She locked the children In after putting
them to YM. The stove in lha kitrhen is be-

lieve:! T.i hay* beco.ne overheated, and set tir»
to furnishings. Feeney smelled the smoke, and
on Investigation (band if coming from the
Hoeftev apartment. Then h.- heard the cries of
the children. He trie.i th- door, hut It was
locked. Again hearing the children cry. he shoved
the 1- op in with his shoulder. He had to rush
through the dense ajnoka and flames to get to
the children's bedroom. He caught them up
and rushed with them through the smoke again,
and though the flames Hrked his clothing It
did not catch fire. in the street the children,
though they had been sickened by the smoke,
soon revived.

The other tenants rushed out of the building
when X- epey shouted fire. The fire was soon put
rut.

CONGER COMIX*! HOME. BRIXaiXG PACK A FUGITIVE.

BAN DELEGATES SUSPICIOUS.
THR RtOHT "V INTERVENTION AND NAVAL

STATIONS CONSIDERED DANGEROUS.

Havana. Feb. 23.-The Constitutional Con-
vention's Committee «i Relations Between the
I'nitert St«te«i and Cuba held a long session this
aftern<>..n and afterward conferred with a num-
ber of delegates to the convention. At the pri-
vate «e««|on the meml>ers af th» committee
nnanlmousljr apre«d thut some form of relations
Should be drawn up showing the gratitude of
Cuba i" the United States, but these relations,
they also agreed, must he in conformity with
th« views of th- people of Cuba, and must not
endanger the sovereignty of the republic.

The risht of th' Itiit-ilStates to Intervene for
the preservation of peace •nd the establishment
and maintenance of naval station* by the Amer-
icans were considered dangerous to Cuban sov-
erHenty. and on these two questions the diffi-
culty hinged
It la understood that the committee was agree-

able to accepting the provision of the Treaty of
Paris with reference to the former clause, giving
the I'nited State* the right to intervene, how-
ever, only when the republic's sovereignty Is
endangered or the Government is Incompetent to
preserve peace.

A compromise was suggested with reference to
the question of naval stations, providing that
it i•• agreed that the United States ha allowed
to fortify and occupy forts in time of war, the
pa me as at the Dry Tortugas.

Tne commute* will meet on Monday morning
to sign the report for submission to the execu-
tive seaslon of the convention, to be held Mon-
day afternoon.

PATRIOTISM IS PORTO RICO.

HAS SIXTY PAYS' LEAVE OF ABSEXCE-
ROCKHM.I. TO HAVE CHARGE

OF NEGOTIATIONS.

Washington. Feb. 23.—Minister Conger will

leave Peking immediately for this country nn
sixty days' leave of absence. Commissioner
Rockhill willhave full power to conduct the ne-
gotiations now in progress.

Mr. Conger has for some time t..- n anxious to

get back to lowa, but th opportunity has not

presented itself until now As the foreign Min-
ister* have satisfactorily settled 'he question of
punishments of offending Chinese officials and
a new subject is to be taken up. It will be easy

to pass the negotiations into Mr. RockhiU's
hands without sacrificing any points. It was
Mr. Conger's own suggestion that Mi kbill
be placed in charge.

TREACHERY SOMEWHERE. HE PRACTICALLY
ADMITS-CHOICE OF MUBPHT roan

BY THE FIVE. WHICH HAD DE-

NOUNCED DEVERY.

Lewis Nixon, naval engineer. East River
Bridge Commissioner, Chief of Tammany Puri-
fiers, clubman and gentleman, is undergoing

a butchering to mak* a Tammany holiday.

The man with the "reeking blade" Is he with
a silver tube in his stomach, the new Police

Commissioner. Michael C Murphr.

Mr. Nixon is stunned, amazed, etill somewhat
Incredulous and filled with a novice's wonder
that a tenderfoot like himself should have
been chosen is th« principal figure in the
slaughter house tragedy. Michael C Murphy,
believing that Richard Croker will take care
of him. and that Ifhe has made any mistake
it is on the safe Tammany side of the gamblers

and "dive" keepers, awaits events, hoping that
he will "scape the sand blast, and that his
name willbe handed down as a great man.

William S. Devery. the cause of the blood let-
ting, has laid In an extra supply of the pe-

culiar elixir warranted to grow a half Inch hog

hide on a human being within thirty days,

grins and says: '"Th»-y can't hurt me."
IfMr. Nixon is the brainy, potential man that

h» is said to be. if he has a love for truth and
justice built on the solid lines of the battleship

Oregon, which he is said to have designed— M
Mr. Nixon is this sort of a man. his admirers
say, he can doubtless have his reyene* in No-
vember next.

Mr Nixon yesterday morning sent a cable
message to Richard Croker at Wantage. Eng-
land, ajking him Ifhe authorized or indorsed
the appointment of Devery. IfCroker says yes,

Mr. Nixon, his friends say, will resign from the

CatMMltte* of Five. If Croker says no. Mr.
Nixon will stay on the committee, and then will
bepln the hardest battle for supremacy in Tam-
many Hall that ever enlivened the pages of
pirate history, for Richard Croker will then
have be«nin th» household thrashing of the bad
boys who. to use a Tammany expression, are
"getting away wlrh all the "dough."

"
"What does Nixon say?"
"What will Nixon do?"•

Will Nixon get ,-..]»

"Will the old man throw over Nixon?"
"Is Nixon a quitter?"
Thes* were some of th» expressions from

Tammnny men yesterday, and they were aje<

cnmpanled with th- smll» and the sneer of hard-
ened experience.

NIXON ANGRY THROT'GH AND THROUGH.
When L»vils Nixon read his morning papers

yesterday he was unusually angry. There is a
telephone In his house, and every time he an-
swered a ringa vote* came through the electric
stillness:

"What do you think about the appointment of
I:-every?"

"Ifs a sham- and an outrage— people

are capable of anything." went back over the
wire to one of his fellow Purifiers.

Mr Nixon .•till was much wrought up when

the reporters saw him at *?»> o'clock and asked

for a BtatatWßl
"I won't say a word." said he. "Idon't dare.

Td explode If Ilid That's true. IfIgave ex-
pression to my feelings there would be an ex-
plosion h*re. Those people are capable of any-

thing."
Mr.Nixonhurried downtown to the office of M.

Warily Platzek. who. like himself, mm day In

De-ember last lo»ded up heavily with shares

in th» Limited Association for I'ncoverins Tam-
many Hall Deviltry; H. Crokeir. England, silent

partner. Ka<-h man examined the other's ••ye-

teeth. and agreed that at Ma* they were cut be-

yond a doubt. Then Mr. Nixon cabled his In-

quiry to Richard Croker. and soon afterward
went to his shipbuilding works aj| K'lza-
t.^thport. At 6 o'clock be was back horn«»

again, at N". 15 West Thirty-nlnth-st. A

delegation of reporters awaited him. They or-
ganized a M«»ard of Inquiry on his rase at once,

and this was the testimony.
q Mr. Nixon, has Mr Croker Indorsed or

authorized the appointment of Devery? A.-I

cannot brine myself to believe that Mr. croker

has done any such thing. IfMr. Croker sent a

calie r'"mlttln< or Indorsing the appointment

«if I»^\er\. he was grossly deceived hy Some one.
What do you think of Devery's appoint-

ment? A—1 think II i- unwise, both from a
jKlnt of competency and Of policy. I'nder his

administration th« Police Department rea«hed

the most acute stage In the history of the city.

O. -Are you going to get off the Committee of
Five? A--Haven't made up my mind yet.

Q—You were pretty angry this morning'" A
—

Yes (laughing), that's so; but i"ye cooled off a

little sill'
Q.—Mr. Nixon. Is not Mr. Murphy, the rev.-

Chief. a man of strong personality -a man of

force? A.—Well, er er Isuppose fairlyso.

Q. Will Devery dominate Murphy? A.
—
I

don't know; thit remains to be nccn.
q -Will you serve "fiCommissioner Murphy

a list of the gambling houses and disorderly

houses such as vim served on his predecessor?
A —The District Attorney has them already.

Q.—Don't you consider it strange that a man

familiar with all the testimony against the po-

lice which has been placed in the hands of th-

District Attorney should accept a position wher*

he Is likely to nullify the evidence? A —Why

don't you write that out? 1 can't answer such
a long question.

Q- Mr. Murphy's appointment was urged by

the Committee of Five, was It not? A.—Idid

not consult with any one about It.

Q.
- Commissioner, the other day you said the

committee was a unit in its desire to find the
man in the Police Department responsible for
the great prevalence of vice. Your committee
practically accused Devery of belnr the man
Now one of your committee appoints Devery
Deputy Commissioner, and you and your asso-
ciates on the committee are both angry and
shocked. The impression prevails that there
was treachery on the part either of Mayor Van
Wyck. Commissioner Murphy or Mr. Croker.
Was there any treachery? A.—You have out-
lined the situation beautifully, but Ican't an-
swer your question to-night.

M. Warley Platzek went Into Mr. Nixon's

house as the reporters came out.

PLATZEK NOT PLEASED WITH DEVERY.

"What do you think of the appointment of
Devery?" he was asked-

"lt was very unwise and Impolitic," said Mr.

Platzek.
"As one of the Committee of Five, what are

you going to do about It"
"

he was asked.
"Can't tell now what we'll do about It."
Much of the inside history of the coup"

whereby Michael C. Murphy got himself ap-

ovrn thirty THOC«ant» Fnioni, qm<rww

him1 CCUEBRATC TAWmtoTOWi r'inTHPAT

San Juan. Po|to Rico. Feb. 2,'t.— Washington's
Birthday was celebrated yesterday throughout
the Island, between thirty and forty thousand
enroled pupils In the various schools taking
part. The anniversary was made the occasion
of the greatest patriotic demonstration In the
history of th» Island. Addresses were delivered
to the native school children In both English
and Spanish. The remarkable progress made by
the pupils is the source of much gratification to
those in charge of educational affairs in Porto
Rico.

A arnr.i ant WHO Ktr.T.KO A PRIVATK in CUBA

ATI a FROM NAFLE3 A PRISONER.

Naples. Feb. 23.— All the newspapers of this
city to-day publish an item to the effect that
•'William l.oi.is Darnel.

**
described as a former

soldier belonging to the "Pennsylvania Infan-
try." and who i- said to have killed his captain,

robbed him of *!<»? and fled to the Transvaal,

left here Thursday on board the North German
Lloyd steamer Hohenzollern, Captain Hogeman.

for New-York. in charge of a man who is de-
scribed as "Lieutenant W. O. Dupuy." I>upuy

is said to have followed the prisoner, disguised

as a workman, and to have caused his arrest at

Durban, Natal. It hi further asserted that on
their arrival at Naples Dupuy received a gift.
or reward of $^'.ti»»i from the Tntted States au-
thorities.

Rome. Feb. 21:.— The 'Trlbuna. 1
'

of this city, in
Its account of the embarkation of the American
prisoner on board the Hohemollern at Naples,
says the man who had him In charge Is an
American detective.

Inquiries made by The Associated Tress at Wash-
ington. Philadelphia and llaillsfcig shi>w that the
man referred Is In the dispatch from Naples Is pos-
sibly Loy.* I>arrell, frst sergeant. Troop G, 7th Cav-
alry, charged with the murder of Henry L. Crouch,

a private of the same troop. In Cuba, last fall or
summer. He fled la South Africa, was found at
Itetra, Portuguese East Africa, and was surrendered
by the authorities there last October to representa-
tives of the Cuban Government. No reward Is
known to have been offered for his capture, but
there might have been a reward offered without
the knowledge of the Washington officials.

in* men are Mr. Chamberlain and Sir William
Vern<-<:i Harcourt, and unless they run a tilt
at each nihrr they have no adversary worthy of
their stf-el. So prosaic has debate become at St.
Ftephens that Mr Chamberlain is reproached

for raving baa mu' liattenflnn to his opponents

*"\\*tihe mak'P a flphting speech. The only arts
W* practised at Westminster are those of in-
quisitive ignorance and carefully studied eva-
flon, but these displays «re tetter than the ex-
change of subtly worded innuendo and over-
wrought epigram which goes on night after
High. in the dull reaches of the debate on the
Ad'?--.

-
Mr. William O'Brien ha- reappeared In Par-

liament with his old time mannerisms accentu-
ated, and he» ex'ol'r-d the utilityof the I'nited
Irish I>>aKue. which has made him the real
Nationalist leader. The Irish party Is united.
«rd phowg better directed fighting power than
any other section of the house.

Reputations are neither made mm unmade in
these degenerate da>B. when there is no Glad-
stone ts keep the mem hers i|. if, their best
Vor

''
Neither Mr. Brodnck nor Mr.Ritchie has

Justified his official promotion by debating power.
Mr. George Wyndham* brilliancy in obscured
by an environment with which he is not m
tf>ucn. Mr. Ralfoui seems more indolent than
*ver.and Mr.Lloyd George and Fir Hubert Reid
»»>re Indiscreet «nd imprarticabl*.

The elections for the London County Council,
win be held Saturday wefk. are more

'niportant than any previous local neatest The
Conservative are making -' direct party fight.
Without any pretence of non-partisanship in local
.*2alr», frd areoonteMing a hundred seats with
exceptional vigor. Ifthe progressive party whichJ-otd Rosebery on« led should be overwhelmed*• thf Literals were in the Parliamentary ? Ik
tlrn« in metropolitan divisions It will be a mis-fortune for London. There have been mistakes
In the conduct of that party, hut it is the only
«foup which ran bring about the political unifi-
cation nt the metropolis. The Conservative*
have begun I,;, magnifying the dignity and Im-portanc* of rub-municipal agencies, and rreat-lnS *

series of borough cities. with glorified
'•strie* an(]titled Mayors, and they are rteadily

°cklng the concentration of authority in the""*•*"County Council which Is essential to
h# Progress of the m*tropr-lt*. The elugglsh-
**» of Conservatism In the government of

i^rittra ,8,8 Illustrate in an XVf.r .n% in light-*• the Embankment which will be tried to-

(
-Eat. There was a) similar trial with twenty

25? ll«nu twenty-three years ago. but it

\u0084t» '»n6i<ler»/j utiKstisfactor> , and pas was sub-
Tw^J After a long period of delay, mhen_

Continued .... \u0084«*» (our.

WHY MR. CONfiER WANTS TO RETURN.
Pea Motn'F. lowa. Feb. 'Si. -Another cable

message has been received from E. H. Conner.
United States Minister to China, in which he ex-
plains to an lowa friend that hid \\\f~ and
daughter and niece. Miss Pierce, who ».-r • with
him during the siege, are in such a nervous con
dition that he fears to have them remain
longer In Peking They must leave the city
soon, but they willnever remain away *hile he
is there. He would be glad if he could come
home and be Governor of lowa, but he could
not well leave China. unless for some such good
reason, because President McKlnley has told
Major Conger's friends positively that he wants
the Minister to stay in China, and that there is
no truth In the rumors of disagreement between
him and the State Department.

PT AIOrSTINE. PAKM BEACH. MIAMI AND
TAMPA.

via P R. R *Southern Ry. 1240 noon, dallyeicept
Sunday. "Florida Limited for St. Augustine anl
Tampa. 83S P. M daily. Kxpress to Palm Beach.
Miami. Tampa and Havana. 12:!<) Night. Daily. V.
6. Fast Mall. Florida. Havana «t Maaaau Perfect
Bleeping. Dining Car Service on all trains. N. T
o(tl.-»» 271 A 1.188 Broadway.— Advt.

FLORIDA. •fBA. NABBAI'. GEORGIA
Vl» Washington. Richmond. Charleston. "N. T. A
Fla Special." 3:10 P. M. Two other trains. Only
one' aicht to all Florida points. Quickest
Atlantic Coast Lin*O«c«. I.M» »ea<tway.-Advt.

PRICK OF MII.EA<U:TICKETS REDUCED ONSEABOARD AIR (.INK RAILWAY.
Effects c February 25th the Seaboard Air LineRailway will reduc- the price of their mileageTickets in Florida to t£>.n«. and will make theiron- thousand mile ticket*, sold at 05.00. good overthe entire Seaboard Air Line Railway System In-cluding such tickets as are now In the hands ofpurchasers.
This is an inducement to tourists and the trav-

elling public not offered by any other line. Themileage tickets, coed from Washington. D C. toTampa. Florida, ran be had on application at thiseCJce, ...-•¦ i:--. -a: -i^r*RefhJ*SS7aVy * '•*•• Ft" *
Co1' Ay«

*4n. n
*ci*«U«U.M every eve.; Also »!c;muelc-

*"r' ¦-¦__—¦.

* . •ai^â»a*«

AEHEVILLE.HOT SPRING &PINEHURST. IfC.
via P. R. R. and Southern By. Perfect Sleeping
Car Sm-lce. N. T. Offices SI*1.155 Broadway.—
Ad".I. . _ — FARE TWO CENTS A MILE

To Niagara Fall* and all other points on the New
York tr«.j. mileage tickets for 600 or 1.000 miles.
O^en to every one.— Advu

If you want th« finest brandy, ask for Otard's.
Connoisseurs prefer it to »ny other.-Advu

TIME WILL BE ALLOWED HTM. IT 1%
SAID. TO SHOW HIS HAND. j.

Th<» bill providing for a single head*<l Pr>llr>«j
Commission became a law, and, under its pm-».
visions, the Mayor ha Ithe power to appoint a^
Commissioner. H- did so. The Mayor la re-*
sp< ... iblo for the appointment.— Governor Odell,:

There was a flurry in political circles yeater*

day morning when it became known that Gov-
ernor •••t-ll had suddenly come to New-Yorfc:
and was at th" Fifth Avenue Hotel in consult*-*

tion with Senator Pint. State Chairman Dunn
anil other leaders of the Republican organtza—

turn. The rumor was immediately started tha-

the- Governor was angry at th* retention of
Deverv is First Deputy Commissioner of Police.
and that he had come her» to consult with the*
party lenders about drafting a new police bill
to eliminate Devery from the situation and tor.
mak>- reprisal upon Tammany for its insolent
conttnoattoa of Pevery in the. Department.

Statements credited to Governor Odell which}
were unauthorized gained circulation. Th« fat**)

is that the Governor over a week ago made*
an appointment to come to New-York yesterday;

to confer with Senator Platt. Colonel Dunn,
Robert C Morris, president of the County Com-
mittee; William trues, Jr., chairman of the*
Executive Committee of the State Committee,

and others about th* reapportionment under
which the State of New-York secures three ad-
ditional Congressmen. The. Governor, in com-*
pany with Mrs. Odell, left Albany early yester-

day morning, and reached New York a llttla
after 9 o'clock. He went directly to the Fifth)
Avenue Hotel. He. spent the whole day in con-
sultation with the party leaders. Naturally,
the police situation came In for more or les»
discussion, but that was not what brought hurt
here. Most of the time was devoted to talking
over the proposed reapportionment.

TALK ABOUT A NEW RILL.

When Governor Odell was seen Just before hl*h 1*
started back la Albany at 5:30 and was asked
about the police matter he made the statement
quoted at the beginning of the article. He would,
not add a single word to If. Th* grim manner
in which he said that the Mayor was responsible
indicated that he would hold the Mayor to strict
accountability for the administration of police
affairs under the new system. All day there
was talk that a new bill would he- drafted to do
away with PwM|i but this was sheer specula-
tion. John Raines, who has always been In
favor of a State Constabulary bill, who was at
the hotel, talked in favor of reporting the State*
Constabulary bill which Is now In the Senate
Committee on Cities and making it a law.
Neither by word nor gesture did either Senator
Platt or Governor CNlell indicate what he de-
sired to have done. The Governor would not
enter Into a discussion of the police situation at
all. He was apparently not at all perturbed by
Devery's retention in the Department. When
Senator Platt was seen he declined firmly also
to discuss police matters. He admitted that he
had talked over the situation with Mr. Odell.
but declared that nothlntr at all had been de-
cided upon.

A prominent Republican said last night: "Did
you ever hear MM story about the man who too"*
a plank and started to can'© out of It a tna>

14 SO TO WASHINGTON AND RETURN FORP-W THE INAUGURATION.
m ROYAL BLUE LINEwill sell tickets from

New-York to Washington and return on March Ist.... and 3d. good to return on or before March Stfi.
for J»i 60. Stations in Now-York, Central R, R. ol
>faw-Jerjey» Üb«riy. St., and Soutii Ferry.-Advt.

Mt'KPHY m HAVE A CF/WCK

VAN WVi KS THE BLASE.
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